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Chronicle of Events 

July 1940 


The chief item of interest of the month was provided by the 

session of the All-India Congiess Committee at Poona which supported 

the resolution of the Working Committee at Delhi, calling for a 

declaration of complete index^endencre for India 

Ml V D Savaikar, President of the Hindu Mahasabha, and Mr 
M S Aney, leader of the Congress Nationalists in the Central Assembly, 
were invited to meet the Viceroy 

A scheme costing seven croies of rupees was undertaken for 

expansion of factories and increase in the output of munitions in India 
The Governor of the French Colonies declared the intention of 
the Piench to stand by Great Biitam 

S] Subhas Bose, with a few of his followers, was arrested under 
the < Defence of India Act m connection with his campaign for the 
lemo^kl of the Hoi well Monument m Calcutta 

The Congi'ess Working Committee published a resolution dealing 
with its future internal pjhcy It demanded from Bratain ‘'an unequi- 
vocal declaration according complete independence to India” and as an 
immediate earneso the formation of the provisional national government 
at the centre Such measures would enable Congress “to throw its 
full weight into the organization of Indians defence ” 

Disagreeing with the attitude taken by the Working Committee 
and adopting the e\tremo Gandhian position, Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 
resigned from the Working Committee 

Attempts wore made to adjourn the Bengal Assembly, the first 
took the form of a protest against the arrest of Sj Subhas Bose 
The Government issued an order banning the publication of nows about 
the agitation 

The Punjab Assembly held a secret session, the first ever held 
by an Indian legislature, to discuss subversive movements in the Province 
Sir Sikander Hyat Khan spoke about the activities of Communists 
in the Punjab 

To deal with the shortage of laipee com, the Government of India 
issued one rupee notes The Government also issued an Ordinance 
providing for Compulsory service, military and civilian, for European 
British subjects 

The Bengal Government declared that the Holwell Monument was 
to be removed 

iBt A scheme costing Es 7 crores for the expansion of facfoiies was undertaken 
by the Government of India, in addition to the expansion of production in 
ordnance factories Under the scheme every factory would be expanded in eider 
to increase its potential production and to peimit it to undertake the manufacture ' 
of the most modern types of weapons and munitions 
A full Bench of the Bombay High Couit consisting of the Chief Justice and 
Justices N J Wadia, K V Vassoodeb and K 0 Sen, delivered judgment holding 
that the notification issued under the Governor’s Act enforcing total prohibition 
in Bombay as invalid Jhe Court expressed the opinion that the enforcement 
of total Prohibition entrenched upon an Item of the Federal List, 

1 
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Sir Slirza Ismail, Dewau of Mysore, declaring open of the extension of the 
jNntioual High School at Bangalore, observed . ‘'I hope that m your work with 
your pupils, particularly m the classes in Civics and in your informal talks 
with them outside the class room, you will bung home to the young minds 
the supreme importance of respect for law and order, within the ample orbit 
of which all possible scope is given for expression of individuality and foi 
sustained efiort for the improvement of the social and political conditions of the 
Community 

In a resolution adopted by the S^auding Committee of All-India States Peoples 
Conference, which concluded its sittings an Bombay, under the presidency of 
Pandit Jawhailal Nehru, Rulers of the^various Indian btates were urged to grant 
complete lesponsible government to their subj'ects 

Khwa]! Sir Nazimuddm, Home Minister^ Bengal made an appeal to responsible 
organizations in the province not to do anything which was likely to lead to the 
creation of a situation of lawlessness 

In the Mysore Legislative CounQil, when the voting on the demand under 
“General Administiation” was discussed, several members expressed thembehes 
stiongly against the Mysore Congress and its policy 

His Excellency the Goiernor of Madras, addressing a public meeting at the 
Goieinmont College Hall, Coimbatore, referred to the constitutional position and 
said *I want to emphasise the fact that the constitutional position of India is 
of pai amount importance and that a settlement must be reached satisfactory tg all 
concerned at the earliest possible date ’’ 

His Excellency Sir Maurice Hallett presided orer the inaugural meetin^^of the 
Provincial \Yar Committee at Government House, Lucknow 

ind S] Subbas Chandra Bose was arrested at hrs Calcutta residence on Elgin 
Road S] Bose nominated fcaidar Sardul Singh Careesher as the president of 
the All-India Forward Bloc 

U E Sir John Herbeit, Governor of Bengal, dcsciibod BengaVs war efforts, 
when iepl}ing to addiesses of welcome presented to His Excellency by the East 
Bengal Landholdeis' Association and the Dacca People’s Association at Dacca 
His Excellency sud alta *T have in recent iveeks had amnlc eMdeuce of 
the feeling among all classes in Bengal that our war effort shoiila be intensified 
and made more effective ” 

Admual Fitzherbert, Flag Officer commanding Royal Indian Navy, in the 
course of a broadcast talk from the Bombay station of the All-India Radio, 
observed ‘Tt is satisfactory to realise that India has made a start and has a 
navy of her own But it is a small na^y as yet and if India has to provide for 
her own naval security, both upon the high seas and around her coast, much 
more will have to be done ’’ 

The Council of Rulers of the Eastern States Agency, at their second session, 
held at Tiipuia House, Calcutta expressed the opinion “As the destiny ot 
India IS indissolubly linked up with that of Gieat Biitain, it is the solemn duty 
of everyone to render all possible assistance to tlie British Empire at the present 
critical 3 unctuie by organizing the man-power of the coinitiy and by financially 
contributing to the success of the wai H H the Maharaja of Tripura 
presided Fouiteen Rulers and twenty-fi%e Dewans were piesent 

Ird# A meeting of the Congiess Central Executive began at Birla House, New 
Delhi, undei the piesidency of Maulana Abul KalamAzad — ^The following among 
othciB weie present Dr Rajendra Prasad, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Pandit 
Jawharlal Nehru Mrs Sarojini Naidii, Achana Knpalani, Mr C Rajagopalachan, 
Ml Bhulabhai Desai, Seth Jamnalal IBaja], Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Pandit 
Gorind Ballrbh Pant, Mr Shankar Rao Deo, Dr Profiilla Chandra Ghose, Mr 
Asaf All, Di Syed Mahmud, Dr Pattabhi Sitaiaraaya and Mr Achut Patwaidhan 
Mahatma Gandhi also attended by special in\itation, and explained to the 
Committee what transpired at the interview with His Excellency the Viceroy in 
Simla A general discussion followed 

The Satyagiaha foi the removal of the Hoi well Monument in the Mcunty of 
the Bengal Secietanat building m Dalhousie Square commenced in Calcutta Mi 
Niimal Singh, a prominent member of the PioMncial Foi ward Bloc, and three 
others composing the first batch of Satyagrahis weie arrested as they were 
appioaching the Monument 

tinder the auspices of the Serajuddowla Anniversary Committee, a public 
meeting was held at the Town Hall, Calcutta, to pay homage to the memory of 
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The Congiess Working Conmitfee deputed Mr Bhnlabhai Desai and Mr 
Asaf All to visit Wnziristau to establish contact with the Waziris and studv 
problems arising out of tribal raids 

Slander Hy at Khau, the Punjab Premier, visited the Congress leaders 
in iSew Delhi Mr Fazliil Huq Premier of Bengal, joined in an informal talk 
of the communal problem 

The question as to what action the Congress should take in case the Bombay 
Goiernment did not decide to continue the Prohibition policy was under the 
consideration of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee. A letter in this 
connexion asking adMce was despatched to the AAorking Committee 
Dr C E Reddi, Yice-Chancellor of Uie Andhra Unnersitv, laid the founda- 
tion stone of the new buildings for thqRaja R-angyyappa Eao College at Bezwada 
8th Khan Abdul Gafiar Khan, the -Frontier Congress leader, tendered his resig- 
nation of membership of tlie Congress forking Committee before his departure 
from New Delhi for Peshawar 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad the Congress President, addressing a meeting 
in New Delhi, spoke on the WoikiiTg Committee’s resolution demanding complete 
independence for India He referred to the meeting of the Working 
Committee and said that the Gandhi- Vfeeroy talks at Simla was only one of the 
seieral items that came up for„ discussion He pointed out that the resolution 
passed by the Committee at its last meeting in Wardha put the Congress 
position in clear and unequivocal terms 

feir Sikander Hyat Khan, Premier of the Punjab, returned to Lahore dfter 
meeting Mahatma Gandhi and Blaulana Abul Kalam Azad at^Delhi 

Mr M A Jinnah, Presideut of the All-India Moslem League, in an interview 
in Bombay, said that he ^\as still unable to discuss any aspect of the political 
situation 

Referring to the meeting between the Punjab and Bengal P^mers and 
Congress leaders at Delhi, Mr Jinnah said that the two Premiers had no 
authority to discuss or come to any adjustment over the heads of the Working 
Committee of the All-India Moslem League He had not given permission to 
either of ^em to carry on negotiations for a Hindu-Moslem settlement 

Mr V D bavaikar. President of the Hindu Mahasnbha, returned to Bombay 
after his interview with H E tlie Yiceioy at Simla 

Mahatma Gandhi in a statement issued from Wardha observed ‘The British 
Goiernment ha\e to make their choice Independence they cannot withhold 
unless their wisdom is as much binned as Eajaji claims that mine^is If 
independence is recognized, the acceptance of the other part of the resolution 
follows as a matter of course 

Mr S Satyamuiti, Mayor of SIndras, speaking at a public meeting at Trichino- 
poly asked the British "Government to declare India free and ns an earnest of 
that declaration introduce popular Go\ eminent in the Centre immediately when 
the Government would exert its moral influence on the country and help the 
British to win the war 

9tl! Mr M A Jinnah, commenting of the Congiess Working Committee’s 
resolution passed at Delhi, in a Press interview in Bombay, said “Mr Gandhi 
came to Simla to dictate and not to negotiate and so is the Congress attitude 
as is demonstrated by the Delhi resolution ” 

“Their demand for a so-called national government indicated in the resolution 
means a Congiess Eaj The word “national” has been flagrantly abused A^ " 
nation does not exist in India any more than in Europe or America If their 
demand is met it will mean a Hindu majority government— a permanent Hindu 
majority government— a position which will never be accepted by Moslems 

“The Moslem League now firmly stands convinced that the only solution is a 
division of India as laid down by the Moslem League at Lahore.” 

Mr V D Savarkar, commenting on the Congiess Woiking Committee’s 
resolution, said that the suagestiou contained in the Congress Working Commit- 
tee’s resolution to form a National Government as an immediate step was less 
progre^^sive than the Mahasabhas demand that India should be granted Domi- 
nion Status immediately on the cessation of the war He also objected to the 
- formation of any national government, if it was to be formed from among 
the members of the Central Assembly 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru addressing a public meeting at Delhi said tliat the 
Congress lesolulion on war which was rcafhimed at the Eamgarh Congress 
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still stood He maintained that there iras nothing inconsistent in the resolution 
adopted by the Working Committee and the Eamgaih resolution Ihe Congress 
still ndheied to the demand foi a constituent assembly to frame India's consti- 
tution Howevei, since it ^vould take a long time to summon such an assembly 
the Working Committee had, as an immediate step to meet eraergenev conditions, 
demanded the formation of a provisional National Government at the Centre 
as a tiansitory measure 

loth Irf observance of the All-Tndia feubhas Day, a' meeting vvas held in Calcutta, 
under the presidentship of Maulavi Asadidoullah Sairaji 
One hundred and four Sat>agrahis iveife arrested Since the commencement 
of the movement for the lemoval of the Holwcll Blonunlent on July 3 

llth Mr G Bajagonalachaiiar, intcruettccj.by the Associated Press coi respondent 
regarding the Delhi lesolution of the Gon^^css Working Committee said “fhe 
war has lost its aggressive chMacter^ Iho defence Of India is now an integral 
part of the defcD< c of Britain Thm is the key to undeistand the resolution 
of the Congress Working Committee 

Maulana Abul Kalam A?ad Congress President addressing a rally of Congress 
\oltinteeis of the Nainital district at Nainltal, made an appeal to adhere to the 
principles of non-violence and discipline 
Staunch adherence to the British cause was expressed at a meeting of the 
staff and eraplojees of the likaii Amawan Raj held at Ganga Mahal, Gaja — 
Eaja Bahadui Hanhar Prasad Singh, o B E, presided 
Master Tara Singh, Piesident of the Shiromani Gurdwaia Prabandhak 
Committee, in a Press interview at Peshawar, observed “For the first time? 
the Gongiess has emerged from the woild of theoretical dogmas and has taken 
a practical policy” 

The central office of the All-India Independent Muslims' Conference, in the 
course ^f a statement fxom New Delhi, said that the resolution of the Congress 
Woiking Committee on the establishment of a National Government should 
be welcomed by all parties conceined and by Nationalist MuBhras as a definite 
step towards realism 

12th A Bengal Government Press Note stated that the National Service {Technical 
I'ersonnel) Ordinance 1940, which was published in a Gazette of India Extra- 
ordinary on June 29 and thereupon came into force, would be admmisteied in 
Bengal by a National Sen ice Labour Tribunal 
Ihe report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Agncultiiral Produce 
Mirkets Bill, 1939, with notes of dissent fiom 13 members and the chairman 
of the Committee , Mi Tamizuddin Khan, Blinistcr for Agricultuie and Indus- 
tries, Bengal, was published 

13th, Mahatma Gandhi wrote in the Hanjan, under the caption, *A cry in the 
wilderness” — ”It is cleai that this non-violence is not the non-violence of the 
weak It does not give one the joy of jail going One can have that joy and 
also cover thereby the ilhvill one haibours m his breast against the 
Government One can also non-co operate with the Government But whcic 
Bwoids, lathis, knives and stones are fieely used, what is a man to do single 
handed I Is it possible for one to leceive these deadly blows with illwill in 
one’s heart ? It is deal that it is impossible to do so, unless one is 
saturated with chanty ” 

14lh The Bombay Government issued a statement outlining the procedure which 
would be adopted in the piohibition areas following the Bombay High Court’s 
judgment that the notification issued m July 1939, under the Akban Act 
jwohibiting the possession of intoxicants m Bombay city was not validated by 
the Governoi’s Act y 

Mons 0 F Baron, Administrator of Chandernagofe, made a call to free 
Frenchmen to be true to the Tiicoloui and the tiaditionsof the Eepublic and to 
continue the struggle against baibausra side by side with the British 
Baiion was speaking at a leception which formed pait of the fomteenth of July 
celebrations Among the guests present was Majoi General Hey deraan, m c, 
fiom Fort William, Calcutta 

In observance of the 131st annivcisary of the Ficnch Ecvoliition, a public’' 
meeting was held in Calcutta, under the auspices of the Bengal Provincnl 
League of Radical Congressmen, Prof Humayun Kabir piesiding 
liic Ambui Muslim Confcicncc in the picsencc of a laige gatheung of 
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Muslims under the presidentship of Mr Hnji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth, 
Bahadur Nawab Siddique Ali Khan, m l a (Central) of 
the Central Provinces, d^Iared the Conference open Ihe Conference welcomed 
the decision of the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim Leao-ue 
regarding the participation of the League in War Committee and expressim^’ 
their resentment at the action of some members, who went against the decision 
A meeting of the Mayor, Deputy I^Iayor, ex-Presidents, ex-Mayors and ex- 
Deputy Mayors of the Corporation of Madias was held in Madras 
The Peshawar Distnct Congress Committee at its meeting held at Peshawar, 
resolved unanimously to requestrthe Indian National Congress not to negotiate 
with Mr Jinnah dr with his^ "League till he made amends for the * ‘in sul tin 
and anogant attitude displayed by his reply to Maiilana Abul Kalam Azad” ^ 
Dr P Yaradara)ulu Naidu, Pt^sident, Tamil Nadu Provincial Hindu 
Mabasabha, and General Secretary oi the All-India Hindu ISIahasabhi 
Conference wrote —‘The 22ndl session of the All-India Hindu Mabasabha 
conference is to be held this year m Tamil Nadu and this is the fiist All- 
India Hindu Conference to be held in. ^outh India after the fall of Vijo^anagore 
Empire and every eSort is to be- Inacle to make this conference a g*reat and 
lasting success” ^ 

The question of the formation of a Coalition Ministry jn Orissa, was considered 
at a meeting of the Nationalist Party ( at Cuttack) in the Legislative Assembly 
when the political situation was review^ 


Lolb In the Punjab Legislative Assembly, the first secret session in the history 
of Indian Legislatures commenced when the Assembly by 91 votes to 48 accepted 
the motion of Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, Premier that the proceedings of the 
day be held in camera 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Government attitude on the question 
of the removal of the Holwell Monument was defined by Mr A K Fazlul Huq, 
the Premier, during the debate on an adjournment motion relating to the arrest 
of S] Subhas Chandra Bose The motion was defeated by 119 votes to 7S 
The Premier said that the only thing that was standing in the way of 
satisfactory solution of the problem was the Satyagraha movement that had fieeii 
started and was being persisted m If the movement was given ap he had no 
doubt that the Government 'Cvould within a leasonable time come to a decision 
which, he "hoped would be satisfactory to all concerned 
Sardar Utar Singh, member of the Working Committee of the Punjab 
Provincial Congress"^ Committee, who was stabbed by a Moslem lu Gujranwala, 
died of his injiuies in hospital at Lahore 
A Press Communique issued by the Goveinment of India, said, '‘Information 
regarding the whereabouts of Indians in the United Kingdom may be obtained 
by a reference to the High. Commissioner’s office ” 


Gth The Bengal Legislative Assembly considered certain modifications suggested 
bv Dr Nalinaksba Sanyal and some other members to the amendment 
recommended by the joint conference of representatives of the Assembly and 
the Legislative "Council, which had been appointed to consider the Bengal 
Motor Vehicle Buies, 1940 framed by the Government under the Indian Motor 

Vehicles Act, 1939 t t Tir 

His Excellency the Governor of Bengal gave his assent to the Bengal Money- 
lenders’ Bill which was passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly and Council 
Pandit Godavaris Misra and Baja Bahadur of Khalikote saw H E the^ 
Governor of Orissa at Cuttack - 

At a special meeting of the Indian Jute Mills Association held in Calcutta, 
It was unanimously decided that the working houis of Indian Jute Mills were 
to be reduced bv 9 hours a week from August 19 
The Secretary, All-Punjab Muslim Students’ Federation, in a press statement 
fiom Lahore, said “Mr Jinnab’s reply to Maulaiia Azad’s telegiam has come 
as a great shock to the Muslim students of the Punjab It is an undignified 
outbuist to Maulana’s simple and constitutional enquiry ” 

71h A communique issued b> the Secretary of the Governor of Orissa stated 
‘Ihe Governor of Onssa had coveisation with Padit Godavaris Misia and the 
Baia Bahadur of Khalikote last evening on the question of ^he possibility of 
forming a Coalition Ministry in Orissa Jhe conversations will be continued 
Ml Hassaram Pamnani ai L A , a Congress member representing bukkui 
district, was shot dead while during from Eorhi station to the town 
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In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Bengal Co operative Societies Bill, 
1938, \^hich ^vas introduced by Mr Mukunda Behary Mullick, Minister for 
Co-operati\e Credit and Rural Indebtedness, came up for consideration The 
day’s proceedings were devoted to the consideration of a Congress amendment 
for the recommittal of the Bill to the Select Committee The amendment 
was defeated by 93 to 48 votes 

A joint statement issued at Balasore over the signature of Mr Nidhi Das, 

M L A , said ^Ibe conduct of some members of the Orissa Assembly if 
the press lepoit be true, in joining the Opposition to form a Coalition 
Goveinraent at the present juncture is highly, lepiehenSible and unpatriotic and 
as such will dese^^e 6e\ere condemnation 
Pandit Jawharlal Nehru in an ajUdg^in the National Herald under the 
caption ‘'What of us”, wrote “We are -en^iyely opposed, to Nazism and we think it 
would be a tragedy if Nazi Get many dominated the world but we are sick of 
being imposed upon by British Imperialism 
Mr B J Kher, ex Piemier of Bo*mbaj, in a statement to the Press expressed 
the opinion that* the Prohibition was a. boon to the people of Bombay, that any 
attempt at abandoning Prohibition would be a public calamity and that the 
duty of the people at tins stage was to set their face sternly against the action 
of the Go\ eminent till Prohibition was restored m its complete form 

18lh The Bengal Assembly rejected by 115 to 74 votes the adjournment 
motion mo\ea by Mi Jalnluddin Hasbemy (Krishak Proja Party in the Oppo* 
bition) to discuss the Go\ernment Order banning the publication of news of 
arrests etc in connexion with the Hoi well ^lonuraent agitation 
Mr Lakhand Nasaliai, L A (Central) in the coarse of a telegiam to the 
Viceroy made an appeal to H E the Viceroy to intervene and direct the feind- 
Government to assume special responsibility foi the maintenance of law and 
order In Sind 

Mr C ’ '' lining the difference between Mahatma Gandai 

and the Committee in the mattei of the extension of non- 
violence tc self defence obscived m Sladiass “The exten- 

sion of non-violence foi the hrst time and immediately lo the held of national 
defence, whethci for internal peace or against external aggression, was not a 
responsibility which the Woiking Committee of the Congress felt they weie 
equal to the task of undertaking ” 

Sir Currimbbt^ Ibrahim in a statement on the exchange of telegrams between 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Mr M A Jinnah blvmed the Congress for 
not having “woiked sincerely” towaids the solution of thc'^Hindu Mission 
problem He further stated that the Congiess-ininded Moslems could neither 
rcpiesent their community nor the Congress 
Mr B Satyamurti, opening the Taluk Political Conference nt Dharampuram, 

, said “It was deplorable that while Mahatma Gandhi vvas willing to render 
all help, Britain did not care to avail heiself of it ’ 

Mr G Rajagopalachari, speaking at Tarabaiam, said that there had been no 
rupture between the Congress High Command and Mahatma Gandhi 

19lh Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressing a meeting at Ahmedabad declared 
“Nobody should imagine that theie is any split m the Congress Working 
Committee oi that the Congress Working Committee is going to be separated 
from Mr Gandhi Nothing can separate us ’ 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the sharp cleavage of opinion existing 
among Hindus add Moslems in regaid to the constitution of India found 
expression on a resolution sponsored by Mi Muqbul Husain (Krisbak Pioja— 
Tippera N F) which asked the Government of Bengal to convey to the proper 
authorities that the future constitution of India should be fiamed by a consti- 
tuent assembly ‘elected on the basis of adult fiancliise with safeguards foi the 
protection of the rights and interests of Moslems to be determined solely by 
the Moslem members of such assembly” It also piovided “that the represen- 
tatives of othei communities or any foieign powei will have no right to interfere 
with their decision ” ^ 

With a view to economizing available supplies of newsprint the^ Indian and 
Eastern News-paper Society recommended regional agieeraents between news- 
papers legulating the size and puce of newspapers 
Mr M C Umraar Kunhi, Geneial Secietary of the Kerala Azad Muslim 
Association, m the couise of a statement strongly ciiticised the language used 
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^ . Jinnah, Piesident of the Moslem League, in his reply to Miulana 
Abiil Kahm Azad, the Piesident of the Congress 

4^111 Rahman Sukliqui, Major of Cilcutta and a former membei of 
the Ail-lndia Muslim League Working Gammittee, in the couise of a statement 
to the press in support of the stand taken up bv Mi Jinnah in his telegiara 
to Manlana Azad, Congiess President, said ‘ Iheic is no room whatsoeier 
foi a diffeience of opinion regaiding the coiiectncss of attitude adopted bj the 
League President” 


20tU The Delhi Resolution of the Congiess Working Committee was discussed foi 
o\er three honis, at a meeting of the Gnjrat Piovincird Congress Committee 
at which Sirdar Patel prcbided ^Uh£)uj;h no formal resolution was passed, 
the sense of the nieefing nas oieii^helminglv m faioiir of the resolution of the 
Woiking Committee , , 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote in 'the Ha.ijan, under the caption 'Travancore” 
“Some Tia\ancoreans have thonght’I ba^e neglected them But I ha\e not It 
is no pleasure to me to Criticise any Rate Much of nn^^^-MOik is done b> 
negotiation I ciiticise when I tnust So when I was told by comraoa friends 
that Sii 0 P Eamaswami Ai} xr would liko to meet me if an oppoitunity 
occiurcd, I stopped all reference to Tiaxancoie aflairs J5ut the meeting Vas 
not to be” 


21st ^lahatma Gandhi wrote in the Hanjan in answci to the question if it would 
not be better to tell the people how pine alninsa of the strong was to be cultivat- 
ed — ‘‘Now that I am no longci in the Congiess, I may not ofioi cnil disobedience 
even in my own peison in its name, but I am certainly fiee to offer civil dis- 
obedience in my individual capacity whenever it may be necessaij No one 
need suppose that all civil disobedience will nccessaiily be taboo while the 
countiy IS still being educated in alnmsa of the stiong’’ 

Ihe Controller of Broadcasting, All-India Eadio, in his annual report, (the 
first to be issued by him) desciibod the giowth of bioadcastinjj in India and 
how politic il, religious and language factors hampered tlic path of the maker 
of programmes# 

Pandit Jawhailal Nehin, replying to Dr Arnndale’s letter expressing the Ixtter’s 
conviction /that “an immediate decl nation of self-government to India will turn 
the tide of War in the allies’ fxvoiir”, said “Ihe idea of Dominion Status 
13 dead and vve cannot accept any declaiation but that of independence The 
recent resolution passed by the Wo iking Committee of the Congiess represents 
my attitude towards India of the future” ^ 

Dr Ea]endra Prasad, member of the Congiess Parliamentary sub-Committec 
for Bihar and Oiissa, sent a letter to Pandit Gortavaiis Misia, asking him to 
explain his position with regaid to his move for a Coalition Ministry in Orissa 
Mr O M Thawaie, Secretary of the All-Iudia Depressed Glasses Association 
addressing a meeting of the membeis of the Depressed Classes at Nagpur, said 
that Mahatma Gandhi’s principle of non-violence would be of no help to the 
country in the situation created by the war 
A resolution accoiding “the full co-opeiation and help of the scheduled castes 
to Britain to win the War” was passed 

The Congress President, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, invited Dr Pattablu 
Sitaramayya, Acharya Naiendia Deo, Mr Achyut Patawardhan, Mis Vi] 0 >- 
lakshmi Pandit and Mi Haie Krishna Mehtab' to attend the "Working Commit-- 
tee meeting at Poona 

In a resolution at a confeience of the Bombay Piovincial League of Eadical 
Congressmen held in Bombay, the view was expressed that the Indian people 
should actively paiticipate in the anti-Fascist stiuggle— Mi V# M Tarkunde 
presided 

22nd Mr G Ea]agopalachaii addressing a public meeting at Congress House. 
Madras said “If India gives hei witling co-operation Britain can more than 
make good the tiemendous loss entailed by Fiance’s defeat m the war” 

Mrs M F bteele, addressing a meeting of women at the Mahila Saraa] for 
the purpose of forming a Women’s Wai Committee in the district of Berhampiir 
(Ganiam) obseived “We cannot all fight but we can all of us, every man, 
woman and child, help in many wa>s to ensuie that final victory for Britain 
which 18 so essential to civilization, not only m Europe but in Asia, m fact to 
the whole woild ” 
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Her Highne‘5S the Be^um of Bhopal, addressing a meeting of women at Bhopal, 
observed ‘^The safety of our^oountrj, our State, our honour and dignity are 
bound up with Britaurs victory in the present war It if, therefore, our "duty 
to give the maximum proof of our courage, patience and generosity in the 
achievement of this object ” * 

Several students were injured when the police dispersed a gathenng of demon- 
strators from the grounds of the Islamia College, Calcutta — Several students of the 
College received injuries in the police charge 

In the Bengal Assembly, Sir K Nazimuddin, Home Minister, replving to a 
question in the Assembly, said that the Kistsn Organizations in the pro’Vince 
and the Bengal Ki^han babha had not beet^ declared illegal and unlawful by the 
Government of Bengal 

The Travancore Assembly met" with”‘Hhe Dewan President in the chair 
Discussion on the Travancore Debt JRelief BUI was continued 

23rtl The 100000 new men whom the Commander-in-ChieE announced were to 
be added to the regular Indian Arra'C part of the programme of expansion 
of Indian defence forces, were being trained and equipped as rapidlv as possible 
under an acceleratc^J^ emergency procedure adapted for the purpose 
, In the Bengal IjCgislative Assembh an adjournment motion relating to the 
regrettable incidents of assault at the Islamia College, Calcutta, was talked out 

Earlier, the Premier, the Hon A K. Fazlul Huq said he had been authonzed 
by his colleagues to convey to the Pnncipal, staff aud students of Islamia 
College the Government’s request to any innocent pert^on who might have been 
injured He also announced that the Government had decided to appoint a 
Committee of Inqmry to go into the incident 

Id the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Chief Minister Mr A E Fizlul Huq 
announced that the Government had decided to make immediate steps for the 
remosal of the Hoi well Monument 

H E the Viceroy’s War Puiq)oses Fund, which was entirely supported by 
voluntary contpbutions, excee<Ied one crore of rupees 

The Cochin Legislative Council assembled in the Kama Varma Town Hall 
Sir K K bhanmukham Chetti, the Dewan presided . 

The President of the Utkal Provincial Congress Committee' suspended Pandit 
Godavans Misra from his office of President of the Pun District Congress 
Committee as an emergency measure for * deliberate attempt at^tbe formation 
of a Coalition Ministry m violation of Congiess discipline and the featyagraha 
pledge ” 

Mr Ahmed E H Jaffer, General Secretary, Bombay Presidency Muslim 
Education Conference, extended an invitation to the All-India Muslim 
Educational Conference to hold its next session in Poona 
24lh A Press Note from Simla said that by an Ordinance^ the National Service 
(European Bntish Subjects) Act of 1940 would be amended —The main object 
of the Ordinance was to introduce the compulsory principle for the recruitment 
of European British subjects, other than those domiciled in India, for work of 
national importance 

His Excellency the Governor of Bengal held a darbar at Fandpore 

The Governor in a joint reply discussed a number of local problems raised in 
the addresses and -then referred to the war and India’s duty 
I In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, Sj Sarat Chandra Bose, Leader of the 
Opposition, making a statement, said that in view of the Prime Munster’s 
statement in the Assembly that the Government bad decided to take immediate 
' steps for the removal of Holwell Monument, he (bj Bose) took upon himself 
the responsibility of advising the public to suspend the Satyagraha movement 
which had been started by Sj Subhas Chandra Bose for the removal of 
the Monument 

23th The Bengal Legislative Assembly had only two items of business — the 
introduction of the Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill and the 
consideration of the Co-operative Societies Bill, both sponsored by Mr M B 
Mullick, Minister for Co operative Credit — The former was referred to a Select 
Committee, while the latter was under discussion when the House rose for 
the day 

At a meeting of Hindus, held in the Calcutta Town Hall, a resolution 
condemning the alleged ‘ reactionary” policy of the Bengal Ministry and 
protesting against the second Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill, the Secondary 

2 
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Ediication Bill and the Agucultural Debtors’ Amendment Bill, was passed — 
Dr Shyama Piosad Mookerjee presided 

Su Abdulla Haioon, Piesident of the Sind Provincial Muslim League in the 
coiuse of a statement to the Press from Lahore, declued “Mr Jinnah has 
committed no crime m calling a spade a spade , our pioMuce whole-heartedly 
supports the stand he has taken in dealing with Maulana Abul Kalam Azad ” 
The Central Executne of the All-India Congress Socialist Puty met at the 
residence of Mr Achut Patwaiclhan (Poona), Mi Faiid Ansaii presiding 
The Bengal Government’s attitude tow aids the Kh’^ksai movement uas further 
explained by Su Nazimuddin, Hume Munster, in the Bengal Assembly 
The General Secietaiy, All-India Conference of Tauian Christians wrote 
“A joint meeting of the representatives of the All-India Conference of Indian 
Christians (PioteStatits) and All-India Catholic Association uill be held in 
Bombay on August 6 and 7,^1940 to consider the effect of the present situation 
on the Indian Christian Community ” 

In the House of Commons, Mi L S Amery said in reply to Mr Sorenson 
that he had no statement to maCe respecting the political situntion in India 

26th The monsoon session of the Bengal Legislative Cpiincil obened when non- 
official resolutions figiiied on the agenda —The House adopted a motion by Rat 
K C Baueijee Bahadur lecoramcnding that Bengalees be recruited to Joim 
a permanent unit foi iiuoipoiatiou in the Indian Aimy Another resoliA-ron 
by Ml Nur Ahmed, that the Government of India should make over the 
entire juty duty proceeds from Bengal or an equal annual contiibution 4iom 
its revenues to help in the intiodiiction of fiee and compulsory education in 
Bengal was under discussion when the House lose 
The Bengal Legislatue Assembly disposed of six non-offiiial Bills — the Patni 
Taluks Regulatiau (Amendment) Bill, the Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, the 
Maiiiage Dowiy Pievention Bill, the Village self Goreinment (Amenclment) Bill, 
the Medical (Amendment) Bill and the Comb of Wards (Amendment) Bill 
Of this one was passed (Patni Taluks etc) three were re-circiilated for public 
opinion, another referred to a Select Committee and the last rejected 
In the Bengal Council, the President, Mr S C Muia announced that the 
Governor General had given his assent to the Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) 
Bill, 1939 - 

A resolution urging the Goveinraents of Bihai and the United Provinces to 
rescind their decision regarding the withdiawal of decision of the Indian Sugar 
Syndicate was adopted by the Board of the Syndicate, who met in Calcutta to 
discuss the" position 'of the Sj ndicate 

The Congiess Working Committee in its resolution on the Oiissa episode, 
asked Mr G M^sia to resign his seat and held him “guilty of gross act of 
indrscrplme ” " 

Dr B S Moonje Vice-President of the Hindu Mihasabha, inauguratTiig 
the Hydeiabad Hindu Conference convened by the Hindu Proja Mandal at 
Hyderabad, observed “The constitutional reforms announced by the Hyderabad 
Government are a stepping stone to then cheiisbej ideal of Responsible 
Government and accepted most of then demands for curl liberties” 

27th The All-India Congress Committee which met at Poona, gave its approval 
to the decision of the Party’s Working Committee on the subjects of Congress 
creed and general policy 

Tho Woiki ig Committee, meeting at Waidha, had drawn attention to the 
limitations of the methods of non-violence aud expressed its inability to extend 
the piinciple to India’s national defence " - 

At a second meeting in Delhi, the Committee had set foith the conditions 
which would “enable the Congiess to throw its full weight into the efforts for 
an effective organization of the defence of the country” 

The A I C C voted on the two decisions sepaiately confirming the first 
by 91 votes to 63 votes and the second by an overwhelming majonty 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President, desciibed the gravity of 
the world situation, and while piaising jllahatma Gandhi’s idealism said that 
Congress was a political organization and with a political objective and not 
a body for oiganising world peace 

Pandit Jawhailal Nebiu, chief spokesman for the Working Committee, declared 
that if he were an Englishman he would not accept Mahatma Gaudhi’s advice, 
contained m the Mahatma’s appeal to Britons knowing that bis people were not 
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ready to adopt complete non violence, and that the alternative wuld be slavery, 
which was certainlv worse than violence He would not also support the idea 
that the Congress should for e^er remain an outside power only influencing 
policies and decisions be was for capturing power 

28th The All-Tndia Congress Committee, before concluding its session at Poona, 
endorsed by 95 votes to 47 the Delhi resolution of the Working CoramitUe 
calling for a declaration of complete independence for India, favouiing the 
formation of a National <5overnment at the centre and ofienng^ co operation in 
the defence of the country on these terras —Randit Jawharlal Nehru, appealing 
for the avoidance of a split, said that as n Constituent Assembly could not 
be formed immediately, they had to decide pn some proMsional machinery 
(a National Government) for the conduct of aflairs at the centre The time 
factor was of the utmost importance — Mf Rajagopalachari, the mover of 
the resolution, said that if its demand for^’a National Government were 
met the Congress should help Britain in the prosecution of the war — 
Sardar Patel declaied that what Britain" wanted now was more than moral 
support “We have made it quite clear”, he said, ‘ that if our demands are 
accepted, our full aiitl heartv co operation will be at the disposal of Great Britain ” 
The All-India Hindu League at Lucknow, passed a resolution condemning 
J^azisra as being oppolJed to Hindu traditions and a menace to civilization and 
freedom and urging Britain to immediately grant Dominion fetatus of the 
Westminster Statute type to India with a view to securing her maximum 
support in the task of defeating Hitlensm Ihe League also denounced the 
Pakistan scheme 

Mahatma Gandhi, wilting m the Harijan under the captain “Not quite so Bad”, 
explained his appeal to Britons 

Bandit Godavaris Misra, in a statement to the press at Cuttack in regard to 
the Working Committee’s resolution said “At the last elections, when I stood 
as a Congress candidate, I made no secret that the Congress had at last come to 
adopt my way It was not palatable to some of my colleagues, but nevertheless 
It was the Laid truth ” 

29th Mr Biswanath Das, ex-Premier of Oiissa, in the course of a^Press statement 
regarding Pandit Godavaris Misia’s attempts to form a Coalitidn Cabinet, said 
“Ministiv-making in Orissa is now over” > 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, the Premier and the Home Minisicr 
explained the decision of the Goveinment of Bengal in regard to "recruitment to 
the public Services in so far as it related to* appointments of men^’^from outside 
the piovince 

30tb H E the Viceroy presided over a meeting of the Madras Provincial War Com- 
mittee held at the Banqueting Hall, Madras H E Sir Arthur Hope, Governor 
of Madias, also attended the meeting H E the Viceroy described the progiess 
of the scheme of expanding India’s defence foices, in the course of his address 
In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, considerable progiess v^as made with the 
Co operatne Societies Bill when as many as 48 clauses were disposed of 
Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, addressing a meeting mostly of students in the 
Congress Bhavan at Poona said^ ‘ Material prosperity is of vital importance in 
the life of a nation Unless there is the back-ground of mateiial prospeiity 
there can be no progress in human life, culturally or spiritually 

3lBt H E Rii Arthur Hope, Governor of Madras opening the proceedings of the 
Madras Provincial War Committee at the Banqueting Hall, Madias, observed 
“personally, I am ^ very much satisfied, indeed, with the lesponse of the people of 
this part of India, the enthusiasm they are showing and the extent of their 
realisation of the senousness of the situation, there is no apathy , thete is real 
enthusiasm and the desire to do whatever they can ” 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad at a Pi ess Confeience m Bombay, expressed the 
view that the Congress had tried its utmost to retain Mahatma Gandhi’s leadei- 
ship but had failed for the present and, that if the Mahatma’s leade ship was not 
available to the Congress in the next struggle, if it became necessary, the 
Congress should itself shoulder the responsibility of leadership 
Ml Amei 7 , Secretary of State foi India, speaking at Dudley declared that 
there was not a corner of the Empire, however remote, which had not made its 
contribution in men, money oi effort to the Common Cause Men fiom the 
outer Empire had already played their part in eveij tlieatie of war. 
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His Excellency the Yiceioy’s pionouncement -mth legaid to India’s 
constitutional development v?as the chief incident which stirred the 
political section of India 

The Viceioy issued a statement that it was decided to enlaige bis 
Executive Council By the inclusion of lepiesentative Indians, that a 
Wai Advisory Council would Ve set up, including inembeis from the 
Indian States to associate public opinion closely’' with the Central 
Go\einment in the prosecution of the war His Majesty’s Government 
would assent to the setting up of a body lepiesentative^ of the chief 
elements in India’s national life to desue a constitptadh for the future 
Meanwhile they would welcome any attempt Indians voluntanly 
in that duection 

The Mahaiaja of Mysore died at Bangalore, aged 57, after a i^gn 
of 38 yeais ^ ^ 

Di Eabmdia Nath Tagore lecened the degree of Doctoi of I^itei- 
atuie Ui07i07is causa) horn the IJnneisityof O^foid The ceiemony 
was airanged at Santimketan and Sii Mauiice Gwyei conferred the 
degree on behalf of the University 

The Viceroy had interviews with several public leaders inoluding Mi 
Bhulabhai Desai, Mi M A Jmnah and Mi B G Khei^ following 
on his announcement of the British Government’s offer to enlarge the 
Governor “General’s Executive Council and to set up a War Advisory 
Council — Among those who recommended fa^ouiable consideration of 
the Government’s offer was Sir Te] Bahadur Sapru 

Sur-prise- was felt at a statement by the Congiess President, 
Manlana Abul Kalam Azad, that he would not accept the invitation 
to visit the Viceioy He explained that his telegrams to the Viceioy 
was to be inteipieted in that way 

The Viceioy’6^ announcement was the subject of a debate in both 
the Houses of Commons and Lords Mr Amery rnade it clear that 
the new Indian Executive Councillors would have the same status as 
the present Councillors and hold definite portfolios 

The Indian National Congiess decided that the Viceroy’s declaia- 
tion was not satisfactory 

There was much discussion on Mr C Eajagopalachari’s ‘^Sporting 
offer” to persuade Congress to accept a Moslem League Premier for 
a Central National Government, provided he agreed to choose onIy-"'’$ 
such colleagues as would enjoy the confidence of the elected members 
of Central Legislature 

Congress decided to hold a meeting of its AlLIndia Committee in 
Bombay in the middle of September 

l 3 t The Bengal Legislative Assembly passed by 81 to 50 votes the Co-opeiative 
Societies Bill, introduced by Mr Miikunda Behan Mullick, Minister for Co- 
opeiative Credit and Emnl Indebtedness — The Bill aimed at improving the Co- 
opeiative movement in the province and putting it on a sound basis 
Ihe Calcutta Gazette in its issue of August 1, published the text of the Bengal 
Secondary Education Bill togethei ^Ylth a statement of objects and reasons 
Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque was reappointed Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 
Uuneisitj foi a second teim 
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Sir Henry Gidney, President of the Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European 
Association, speaking at the annual general meeting of ihe Association in Calcutta, 
expressed the belief that the An^rlo-Indian CoraraiiniLy ^vould, as in the past, 
be ready to shed its blood in the defence of the Empire 

2Dd In a Broadcast talk on “What army expansion meane” given from the 
Simla Studio of the All-India Eadio, Major-General Molest orth spoke of the 
Indian Army expansion 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, A K Fazlul Huq, Premier of 
Bengal made the following statement —“Ihe qaestfon of solving the constitu- 
tional problem by means of a constituent assembly is, m the opinion of evervone 
acquainted with the state of things p^vailing in India, in impossibility 
and does not appeal to anyone except to the majoiity community ” 

At a meeting of the Governing Board the- Bombay Presidency MuMim 
Educational Conference held at Poona, resolutions weie passed lecora mending 
that provision be made for the teaching of Urdu in Goveinment Arts Colleges 
The 5th‘ session of the Democratic Si^araj Parly was held at 'liiak Mandii, 
Poona— One 0l the resolutions contained a demand for immediate declaration 
by the Bntish Government of Dominion Status of the Westminstei variety 
within a year of the end of war 

8r8 H H the Maharaja of Mysore died at Bangalore 

- A Press Note issued by the Government of Assam contained a reference to the 
•spontaneous response of the public for furthering the war efforts of Assam 
Hie Note said “H* E the Governor duiing Ins recent visit to Goalpara, 
Nov gong, was particularly impressed by the spontaneous wa^ in which the 
villagers and school children came forward of their own free will to subscribe 
to the Assam War Fund ” 

Sir Chiraanlal Sitalvad in the course of a statement to the Press from Bombay 
made the -suggestion that the Congress should 6tn\e to bnng about a communal 
settlement and accept the offer to expand the Viceroy’s Executive Council 
Mahatma Gandhi, writing in the Hartjan on “Pakistan” m answer to a 
correspondent, said “It is not pos<^ible to attain an iniquitous end by non- 
violent means For instance, you cannot commit theft non-violently As I 
understand Pakistan, I do not regard it as a worthy ideal But since you 
consider it to be a worthy end, you can celtainly cairy on* a non-Molent 
movement m its behalf ” 

4th Mahatma Gandhi, wnting under the caption, “Of Civil Disobedience,” in the 
Harijan, said “If the Congress is goaded to it the science of Satyagraha is 
not without a mode of application inspite of the internal weaknesses *Jherefore 
the final and decisive motive for suspension is iindoubtedry the desire not to 
embarrass the British Government at the piesent moment”/ 

A large section of the Hindus of Calcutta bbseived an “All Bengal Protest 
Day” Meetings were held demanding the withdrawal of what weie described 
as “the new anti-Hindu measures proposed to be initiated by the Goternnient 
of Bengal,” namely the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill and the Secondaiy 
Education Bill 

Statutory recognition was ^ restored to the Indian Sugar Syndicate which 
would be reorganized with larger Government control undci the terms of an 
agreement reached between the Governments of Bihar and United Provinces 
and the Syndicate 

Mr V D Savarkar President of the Hindu I\Iahasabha addressing a 
public meeting at Sanivarwada (Poona) said “Absolute violence and absolute 
non-\iolence are both equally sinful and etliicallv wrong” 

Mr C Eajagopalachan addressing a public meeting in the Congress House 
compound in Madras, answered the critics of the resolutions of the Congress 
Working Committee and the A I C C and emphatically stated that Gandhiji 
was still the undisputed leader and far from being divided , Congress was a 
united body —Mr S Satyamurti presided 
The Board of the Independent Muslims (Azad) Conference met in New Delhi, 
under the presidentship of Khan Bahadur Alla Baksh, ex-Premier of Sind and 
President of the Conference, and discussed the questionnaire regarding the 
rights of the minoiitics 

5lh Sir James Taylor, Governor of the Eeserve Bank of India, addressing the 
sixth annual meeting of the shareholders in Bombay, said “Even though condi- 
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tions are serious and undue optimism is to be deprecated, I cannot help feelin^- 
that we are ever the woist and that India with its sound banking and financial 
structure, actively developing its wai resources in co-operation with the rest of 
the Empire which is also growing stronger daily, can look forward with confidence 
to the ultimate outcome ” 

Sir C P Ramaswaray Iyer, Dewan and President of the Tiavancore Legislative 
Assembh made a statement at Tnvai drum ‘I haie never assertM that India 
or any other nation has no light either to self-determination or independence 
when and if self-determinatmn and independence can be asserted on the basis of 
iighteousness and unity , hutlo-ask that an unarmed Indn should discard even 
Dominion Status and jirotection of Biitibh forces and should demand indepen- 
dence, IB to pursue amiiras^e and cling to the illusion that the doctrine of non- 
violence can be cained into eftect in a world full of violence.’’ 

6tli In the Bengal Legislati\e Asserablv, two Government Bills, the Beneal Jute 
Eegulntion (Amendment) Bill, introduced by Mr Tamizuddin Khan, Minister for 
Agriculture and the Beniral Revenues (charged expenditure) Bill introduced by 
Mr H S Suhrawardv, Finance I\Iinister, was passed - 

At a meeting of the Provincial Board for Anglo-Indian and European education 
in Calcutta, a resolution urgina the formation of a Cadet Corps in European 
schools in Beuaal was passed^ Mr J M Bottoraley, Diiectoi of Public Ins- 
truction, Bemral presided 

Mr G S Bhal]a, Finance Secretary, C P gave an assurance that the 0 ^P 
Government would take care that the policy relating to prohibition in the 
province was not disturbed 

Ihe Boaid of the Independent Muslims (A 2 :ad) Conference concluded its 
deliberations after sittings lasting foin days 
Death of Khan Bahadur Nawab Ahmed Yar Khan Daulatana, chief Parlia- 
mentary Secretai*y, Punjab at Karachi 

7th HE the Viceroy m a statement issued from Simla made a pronouncement 
with legard to India’s constitutional development. The Viceroy declared that 
His Ma3est^’3 Government had authorized him to invite a certain number of 
representatne Indians to join the Execute e Council His Majesty’s Government 
also authorized^ His Excellency further to establish a Wai Advisory Council, 
which would meet at regulai intervals and which would contain repiesentatives 
of the Indian States and of other interests in the national life of India ns a 
whole 

The Viceroy stated “His Majesty’s Government authorize me to declare 
that they will most readily assent to tlie setting up, after the conclusion of the 
war, with the Jeast possible delay, of a body representative of the principal 
elements in India’s national life, in order to devise the framework of the new 
constitution, and they will lend every aid in then power to hasten decisions on 
all relevant matters to the utmost degree ” 

“Meanwhile”, His Excellency added, “they will welcome and promote in any 
way possible eveiy sincere and practical step that ma^ be taken by representative 
Indians themsehes to reach a basis of friendly agreement, fiistly, on the form 
which the post-war representative body should take and the methods by which 
it should arrive at its conclusions, and, secondly, upon the principles and outlines 
of the constitution itself” 

Dr Rabindra Nath Tagore was admitted to the degiee of Doctor of Literature 
{Honons Causa) of Oxford University, m the presence of a distinguished 
gathering at Sautnnketaii i. , -rr i 

Dr B S Moonje presided over the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the Hindu ~ 
Theological High School, and in the course of his addiess pleaded for tlie right 
type of education which would combine the training of the intellect and 

^^kban^Bahadur Allah Bux, President of the All-India Azad Conference, m the 
couise of talks with Press representatives in New Delhi, said I he aim of 
the Conference is to educate the Muslim masses and strne for the freedom of 
the conntiw and to safe-guard Muslim religious and cultural rights ” 

Pandit Tawharlal Nehru issued a statement from Allahabad, saying ‘The 
new order by the Government of India in regard to volunteering wiU have far- 
rcaclung con<?equences Ihe Congress V oiking Committee will no doubt issue 
clear instructiOHS in regaid to it and so far as oui province is conceined the 
Executive of the Pioviiicial Congress Committee will consider the matter. 
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8th In the Bengal Legislative Asserablv, the Government policy in regard to the 
problem of )ute prices vras criticised at length on a resolution disapproving the 
Eaw Jute Futures and Hessian Cloth Futuies Oidinances of 1940 
In the House of Commons, Mr L S Amery, Secretary of State for India 
read out the statement of H E the Viceroy The statement ^\a8 well recened 
among parties When Mr Amery sat down, the Ile\ E W Soienson (Lab) 
referring to the Viceroy’s statement asked, ‘Tn mc\^ ol the \erj great 
importance and significance of the statement may I ask whether the Viceroy 
first communicated with the principal parties m^Iudia and will Je (the Secretaiy 
of fct \te) ariange foi an early discussion vn thvs House ” Mr L S Amery 
replied, *‘Mr Sorenson will see that the Viceroy himself said that be had 
been in touch with leaders of political opinion in India and I understand 

that the Viceioy is also in close touch with: them now” 

Sir b Badhakiishnan said in the couise of -a ' statement “The Viceroy’s 

statement deserves serious consideration , it repiescnts a decided advance on the 
previous British attitude On the fundamental question of a constituent Assembly 
it accepts the Qongiess position ” 

Su P S Snaswami Ai>ar, interviewed by the Associated Press, said “I 

welcome the statement issued by H E the Viceroy legaidihg the attittude of 
-"the British Government to the constitutional changes to be made in India ’ 

Oth Dr B S Moonje interviewed at Nagpui, said “The Viceroy’s statement 

^creates a unique occasion for all political parties in the countiy to combine and 
formulate then response on some common piinciple with a new to taking a 
'common line of action ” 

Sir N N Sircar, an ex-Member of the Viceroy’s Council, said “The most 
laluable and welcome features of the statement of H E the Viceiov are 
(1) that communal unity is not made a condition precedent to constitutional 
advance , (2) a War Advisory Council is now to be set up , and (3) the forum 
to be established for helping in the decision of constitutional issues ‘ will be a 
body representative of the principal elements in India’s national life ” 

Dr George S Arundale, President of tlie New India League, in the course 
of a communication on the statement by H,. E the Viceroy said “In the 
coldest, most unimaginative, unwise and tactless spirit, not to say phraseology ^ 
the Biitish Government states that when the time comes a constitutional scheme"' 
shall be framed priraaiily — whatever this word my mean by the Indians 
themsehes, but it must provide for Britain’s virtual paramountcy — I am not 
using the words of the statement because of Britain’s obligations, whatever those 
may be, from which she cannot di\ert heiself ‘You shall ha\e a constitution, 
but it iB more important that we should approve of it than that you should 
approve of it” — This is what the statement to all intents and ^purposes oidains 
As for the expansion of the Viceioy’s Executive Council, it is to be by 
bureaucratic appointment, and will assiuedly satisfy few but those who receive 
the appointments” 

Sir R K Shanmukham Chetti, Dewan of Cochin, delivered the Convocation 
Address of the Univeisity of Madias In the course of his address he said that 
It “is unfoitunate that those who have been lesponsible foi the administration 
of this vast conn tty have completely ignored the importance of making the 
people of India fit to defend themsehes No time should now be lost in taking 
adequate measures to Teach the people of India how to defend then country” 

In the Bengal ' Legislative Council a plea for stalling mill taiy colleges at 
University centres and enabling ‘ all adult citizens of British India to keep arms 
for self-piotection without any license,” was put forwaid— The resolution was 
lost by 18 votes to 12 

10th The Congress President Maiilana Abul Kalam Azad, called a meeting of the 
Working Committee of the Uongiess at Waidha on August 18 — ^The principal 
subject for discussion would be the latest statement of H E the Viceroy 
The early giant of “militaiy self-government” to India was urged in a 
memorandum, submitted by a deputation of the National Liberal Fedeiation of 
India to H E the Viceioy at Poona The deputation was headed by Hk R P 
Paranjpye, President of the Federation 

The Working Committee of the Hindu Mahasabha met at Nagpur, Di B & 
Moonje presiding in the absence of Mi V B Bavarkar The main item for 
discussion was the Viceroy’s latest pronouncement 
Mr M A Jinnah, President of the alWndia Muslim League, in a statement 
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after he had received and beard the deputation of the Punjab proMncial League 
in Bombay, expressed the view that there 'ivas no ground to make any exception 
in the case of the Punjab Muslims with regaid to the ban imposed upon 
Muslim Leaguers not to join the War Committees, pending the result of the 
negotiations between him and the Viceroy 

11th Mr L S Amery, Secretary of State for India, speaking at Blackpool 
stated *Tf Dominion Status can be finalized after the war there is nothing to 
prevent a preliminary discussion and negotiation during the war ” He appealed 
to Indian leadeis to joiC'tJije Viceroy’s Council and assist India’s war effort 
Meanwhile, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congiess President, in a statement 
made in Calcutta, said that he did not find any “meeting ground” for the 
Congress m the terras" of the Viceroy’s declaration and that he was not meeting 
Lord Linlithgow at present He. held the view that there was no scope for 
fuither discussion 

The Woiking Committee of the Hindu Mahasabha while holding the view, 
that the Viceioy’s statement was inadequate authorized Mr V D Sayarkar the 
president, to take final action on the matter after his interview with Lord 
Linlithgow in Bombay - 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, in an interview at Cawnpore on the Viceroy’s latest 
pronouncement said, it was “thousands of miles removed from what the Congress 
thinks essential for India” He said that there was an enormous and unbridge- 
able gulf between the present position taken by the British Government 
and that of the Congress He, howeier, did not altogether discount 
possibility of an understanding ^ ^ 

Mahatma Gandhi, in a leading article in the ffaujaii] under the caption “Is 
non-violence impossible ?” wrote “If we believe that mankind has steadily 
progressed towards Almnsa, it follows that it has to progress towards it stiil 
furthei 

Mr C Rajagooalachari, addressing a meeting at Ellore, said “I am clear the 
Viceioy’s statement will not satisfy me 1 am angry with it F want yon also 
to feel like it ” 

12lh Sir Tej Bahadur, commenting on the ViceioVs statement at Allahabad, said 
‘The statement bf the Viceroy issued four da\sago makes a definite stage in 
the weaiy and by no means fruitful process of negotiations and inter views 
which, while they are encouiaging to some, were equally discouraging to others ’ 
In the Bengal Legislatne Assembly, the Agricultuial Produce Markets Bill, 
sponsored by Mr Tamizuddin Khan Minister for Agiiculture and Industries, 
came up for Consideration 

The Bengal Legislative Council took up coneideration, clause by clause, 
of the Bengal “ Shops and Establishments Bill as reported on bj the Select 
Committee 

A big rally of Congress volunteers was held at Cawnpoie at which Pandit 
Nehru took the salute 


13th Mahatma Gandhi in response te the Kews Chroniclers request cabled the 
following statement “The Viceregal pionouucenient is deeply distressing 
It widens the gulf between India, as represented by the ^Congress and England 
Thinking India outside the Congress too has not welcomed the pionouncement 
The Secretary of State’s gloss soothes the ear, but does not dispel suspicion 
Neither the pronouncement takes note of the smouldering discontent My own 
fear is that democracy is being wrecked Britain cannot claim to stand for**' 
justice, if she fails to be just to India India’s disease is too deep to to 
an^ make-believe or half-hearted measures ” 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, with the disposal of all the amendments, 
the concluding stage in the consideration of the Bengal Shops and Establishments 
Bill was reached 


14th H E the Viceroy granted interviews to several Indian political leaders in 
Bombay before leaving for Poona The> included Sir Bhulabhai Desai, I^der of 
the Opposition in the Central Assembly, Mr B G Kher, ex-Premier of Bombay, 
and Mr K M Munshi, former Home Ministei, Bombay and Mr M A* Jinnah, 
President All-India Moslem League 

Mr V D Savarkar, President, All-India Hindu Llahasabha was asked by the 
Viceroy to meet him at Delhi before August 21 
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In the Bengal Legislative Council, the Bengal Shops and Establishments Bill 
as settled in the Council, was passed 

The Government of Madras published a Bill to regulate and control the 
business of pawn-biokers, foi eliciting opinion 
jMi L S Amery, initiating the India debate in the House of Commons, said 
“It 18 essential to keep the^^e diflliences m mind when we talk of finding a 
Eohition of Indians constitutional problems They are at the moment still 
iinbiidged but I refuse to regard them as unbridgeable India cannot be unitary 
in the sense that we aie in this island, but she can still be a unity” 

15th In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, consideratioti ot the Agricultural Produce 
Markets Bill, which provided for the regrstration and regulation of markets for 
agricultural produce in order to secure to,r agiiculturists a reasonable price for 
their produce, was resumed * - 

The Go\crnment of India agreed to a proposal by the Government of Ceylon 
for an informal conference between Lliiiisters fiom Ccjlon and representatives 
of the GQ\ernmcnt of India 

ICth ^Tn the Bcn^f Legislative Assembly, a waining was given by the Premier, 
Air A K Fazhil Huq, in connexion with the discussion of the Rural Primaiy 
Education (Amendment) Bill sponsoied by Mr Abdul Jabbar PiUvan (Krishak 
Proja Partj) “If this Bill is passed, I will take it as an indication that this 
House docs not want fiee piimary education in this province” 

Pandit Jnwharlal Nehru addiessing a public meeting at Benares envisaged a 
World Federation of Nations Pandit Nehru said that he was thinking of India’s 
freedom but at the same time, he was thinking of a woild fedeiation of nations 
He could not support the idea of a Federation of the units of the Butish 
Fmpire He was fighting to bring about the end of Biitish Impciialism, but ho 
wanted closer relations with the people of Britain 

17lh Speeches condemning the Communal Award were made at meetings held in 
various paits^of Calcutta in observance of the “Anti Communal Award Day” 

Mr Nalini Ranjan barker, former Finance Mmistei, Bengal, issued a 
statement to the Press condemning the Bengal Secondary Education Bill 
While agreeing that proper measures for improving the slrndaid and efhciency 
of secondary education should be instituted Mi barker sard ••♦‘The moot point 
16 as to whether the Government Bill will achieve tins objective^ lo attain this 
object the necessaiy condition is to initiate measures with the object of impiovmg 
secondar’y education in the province and not merely of tian»feriing control 
from one body to another ” * 

At a meeting of the Council of the Deccan babha at Poona, a resolution was 
passed demanding clarification and modification in sevcial respects of the policy 
enunciated in the Viceregal declaiation ^ ^ f " 

18th The Congress Working Committee which met at Waidba to consider the 
Viceroy’s latest pronouncement on India s political advance and the Government 
notification regarding volunteer organizations, held a six hour session Alahatma 
Gandhi was present throughout the session 
Maulana Azad told Press representatives that the committee held a general 
discussion on the Viceroy’s, declaration and that the ofier woule be further 
discnsBed ^ 

Air AI S Aney addressing a public meeting at Wardha, in observance of the 
‘*Anti Communal Award *Day”, said that the Award was a misnomer when the 
choice of the arbitrator had not been agreed by the parties concerned The 
Congress had seriously blundered in not starting an agitation for its cancellation 
‘T am afraid”, Air Aney continued, “Government has again created the minority 
bogey in the Viceregal and Air Ameiy’s statement We should resist such an 
anti-nation al move and take a bold stand We want national and not communal 
lepiesentation and no weightage but joint electorates ” 

Alabatma Gandhi, in an article in the Hanjan^ expounded a thirteen fold 
programme of constructive work in the fulfilment of which would lie the non- 
violent attainment of Swaraj 

Alahatraa Gandhi, in a note in the Hanjan^ wrote under the caption “Nazism 
m its nakedness”, in which he quoted a Dutch friend who in a letter to 
Alabatma Gandhi gave a vivid picture of Nazi methods pointing out how non- 
violence might have no efiect on Hitler 

foir A. P Patio presiding over a meeting at Saidapetb, observed, “Prudent and 
3 
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wise statesmnnsliip demands that we should take up the proposals of the 
British Government and bj woik and Bcr\ ice, assert and realize our right of full 
Swaraj 

I9tli The Congiess Woiking Committee had a prolonged discussion on the 
Viceroy's declaration on India’s political advance and the fiuther programme of 
of Congress — No decision was amved at 
The Eaja Sahib of Sangli, addressing the State Assembly, made an appeal to 
the people, Biitish India and Indian States, to help Biitaih in the prosecution of 
the war 

The Bengal Legislative Council passed tno ofiicial Bills—the Bengal Jute 
Eegulation (Amendment) Bill 1940, and the Bengal Eevenue feharged expenditure) 
Bill, 1910 A third measure, /he Bengal Co-opeiative Societies Bill, 1940 was 
under consideration AAhen the House adjourned 
In the Bengal Legislatne Assembly consideration of the Agricultural Produce 
Maikets Bill, which piovided foi the registiation and regulation of markets for 
agricultural produce in older to sccuie to agriculturistB areasonrble puce for 
then produce, rvas resumed "" 

20th The Congress President’s reply to the Viceroy was sent to His Excellency 
and the Woiking Committee fiamed on the same lines a separate but more 
elaborate resolution on the Viceregal declaration 
In the Bengal Legislative Asserabh, rerj little progress was made witl^the 
Agricultural Produce Blarkets Bill, the entire proceedings were devoted tcL the 
consideration of the nature of agricultural produce and maikets to be brought 
withm the piuMcw of the mea‘^uie 

Sir Akbar Hydari, Piime Minister of Hyderabad, in the course of his address 
at the Bombay XJniveisity Convocation obseiied • “The problem of^ Indian 
unity 18 twofold It is not confined to unitj between^ the different peojdcs who 
inhabit this land but extends to unity between difleieiit political entities as well 
The problem is not one of fusion which means dissolution ^of the parts in the 
whole , it IS rather the question of linking the parts together ” 

2i6t Maiilana Ahul Kalam Azad Congress President, confirmed m the course of 
a Press Conference, that he had already sent a reply to the Viceroy, dechnng 
that there is mO meeting ground between the Congress and the Government on 
the basis of the Viceregal declaration 

The Congiess President further levealed that the Viceroy’s letter to him had 
desired that if possible his reply to the Viceioj be sent on or before August 21 
The Maulana stated that at the meeting of the Woiking Committee, he made a 
statement expi'Cssing the above view which the Committee had endorsed The 
Congress President had accordnnrly sent a reply to the Viceroy on August 19 
The Maiilana had reformed the Viceroy that the Working Committee would pa§s 
a detailed resolution on the Viceroy’s declaration and this would also be sent 
to him 

Mr V D Savarkai, President of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha, addressed a 
letter to the Viceroy intimating his inability to meet His Excellency on account 
of his illness Mr Savarkar, however, forwarded to the Viceroy a communica- 
tion stating the views of the Working Committee of the Hindu Mahasabha held 
at Nagpur 

In the Bengal Legislate e Assembly, Mr A K Pazlul Hfiiq, Premier, empha- 
sized the urgent need for introducing lefoinis in the existing system of secondaiy 
education in the piOMuce, when he introduced the Secondary Education Bill in ^ 
the Assembly " 

In the Bengal Council, consideration of the Bengal Alluvion and Diliiviau ‘ 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, was postponed to enable tbe President, Mr S C Mitiar 
to obtain the sanction of H E the Go\eriior to the measure 

22nd The Congress Working Committee passed a resolution at Wardha on H E 
the Viceroy’s offer and stated tnta aha “The proposals contained in the 
Viceroy’s statement of August 8 last, and the Secretary of State’s speech in the 
House of Commons on August 14, are wholly opposed not only to the principle 
of democracy acclaimed by the British Government in their War aims, but are 
also opposed to the best interests of India, and, therefore, the Congiess cannot be 
a party to accepting these proposals or advising the country to accept them ’ 

The Committee considered that the declaration and offers not only fell far 
short of the Congress demand but would prove an impediment in the way of the 
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evolution of a free and united India The Working Committee, therefore, called 
upon the people of India to condemn the attitude of the British Government 
by holding public meetings and other methods and also through their elected 
icpresen tattles in the piovincial legislatures Ihe Committee also noted mth deep 
regret that the British Government re}ected ‘^the friendly offer and piactical sug- 
gestions contained m the Poona resolution of the All-India Congress Committee" 
The Wai Emcigcncy Educational Aiiangement Committee, Calcutta decided 
on rcitain arrangeraenta for the education of Euiopean childieu ^\ho would 
normally have been at school in the Biitieh Isles 
In the Bengal Legislative Council, Khv\a 3 a feir N-tzirauddm, Home Minister, 
made a reference to the steps taken by the Government ot Bengal to maintain 
“civil oidci and securit}" m the province ’ > 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the debatp-t>»t the Secondary Education 
Bill was resumed 

23rti The Congress Woiking Committee concluded its six-day session after passing 
a resolution on the Oidinance on volunteer organizations The lesolution stated 
f7i^cr aha ^hc Woiking Committee has considered the recent Ordinance of 
tho Governor Getjcial relating to volunteeis The Committee is not in a 
position to undei stand the real purpose undeil>ing this Oidinance, and considers 
It to be too widely and vaguely woided and liable to abuse on its application. 
The time chosen foi its promulgation and the terms thereof are such as to lend 
tome justification to- the interpretation that it has been issued to prevent and 
Mmper the noimal activities of CongrcbS volunteers " 

In the Bengal Asscmbl^j, divergent views regaiding the recommendations of 
the Land Revenue Commission weie expiessed when dibcussion was lesumed 
on J\It Muza Abul Hafiz’s resolution Ihe resolution wanted that steps should 
be *taken to give effect to the recommendations of the commission with necessary 
modflications for the replacement of the Permanent Settlement and the zemindary 
system by a laijatwan method by legislation 
In the Bengal Legislative Council, eleven non -official Bills were dealt with — 
one was under consideration, one was passed, one was withdrawn, thiee weie 
refeiied to Select Committees and five weie directed ^to be ciiculated to elicit 
public opinion . 

Mr N L Pun, President, Indian Chamber of Commcrc^, at a meeting m 
Calcutta, stressed the need for developing key industiies and co ^idinate economy, 
especially in times of war 

24tb The Government of India issued a communique icmoving possible 
misapprehensions in regard to the oidtrs affecting volunteer oiganizations in the 
country The note was in the natuie of a reply to the resolution of the Con gi ess 
Working Committee on the subject 

Maulana A K Azad asked about the attitude of- the <3landhian membeis of 
the Working Committee who had remained neutial on the Poona resolution, 
said that since the Poona meeting things had changed Ihe Viceroy bad 
rejected the Congiess offei and their differences had vanished and the Gandhiati 
membeis were one with the icst of the Committee now 
H E the Governor of Bombay addicssing the meeting of the Bombay 
Presidency Landholdeis’ League, oliscrved ‘Theie is only one task to be put 
first in these days and that is to bend all our eneigies to the work of mastering 
the menace which overshadows the woild, which nangs ovei you and your lands 
just as much as it does ovei those who are at the centre of the battle over 
England— f 01 it is not conquests heie and theie in Euiope but world domination 
for this hateful creed that Hitler wants ” 

25th The Council of the National Fedeiation of India which met at Allahabad 
undei the piesidentship of Hr R P Paranjpye to discuss the political situation, 
passed a resolution asking for certain claufication of the settlements of the 
Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India on the scheme for the political 
advance of India 

The Federation, among other things, wanted that a time limit for India attaining 
Dominion Status Bhould be laid down, that the new members of the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council should be selected fiom the representatives of the various 
political parties m the countiy 

An attack on the Secondary Education Bill and the Calcutta Municipal 
(Second ‘ Amendmentl Bill was made by various speakers at a meeting m 
Calcutta Sir Manmatha Nath Makheijee Presided 
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M'^li'\tTna Gandlii, in an article in the HarxjiXix^ entitled ‘^Eqnal Distribution”, 
explained the doctrine of equal distiibution mentioned by him as one of the 
thirteen items of the constructive piogiamme, mentioned by him pieviously in 
the Haiijan 

Ml T Prakasam, addressing a public meeting in Madras, appealed to the 
people to stand by the Congress in the coming ^eais, ivhith he said, iveie very 
critical in the life of the coimti7 

26th Maulana A K Aznd, stated in an interview at Wardha that instructions 
had been issued to piovin^ces, including Assam, for the holding of meetings 
of protest against the viceregal declaration and j\Ir Amery’s statement 
in the House of Commons and endorsing the Woiking Committee’s resolution. 
No instiiictions, on the^ther Jiand, were issued in respect of the Piuuab and 
Bengal as they weie iion’^Gongiess provinces 
The Government of India decided to introduce a scheme for compulsory war 
iisk insurance of goods on land or inland waterways in India 
Mahatma Gandhi said to a batch of %i\t and out believeis m non-violence”, 
in Bombay ’’The pity is that no one tiusts me with the reins Or Government 

Otherwise I would show how to govern nou-violently If I maintain a police 
force, it will be a body of refoimeis” 

In a communique fioin Simla, a proposal to establish ten training centres in 
India for the tiaimng of pilots in connexion with the ait foice expansion scheme 
was mentioned, giving details of the training 

27th Mr M N Roy, on behalf of the League of Eudical Congressmen, id an 
appeal from Debra Dun—unclei the heading '^Down with Pascism” — to all 
fieedom loving, piogressne and democratic elements iw the public life of ^India, 
uiged them to co operate in the oiganization of a mass anti-fascist movement 
to be inaiiguiated on Septembei 1, the anniversary of the outbreak of the war, 
which was to be celebrated as “Anti Fascist Day ’ 

The Orissa Government issued a Press Note stating that 73 students of the 
Oiissa Medical School weie rusticated foi one year 
At the fifth annual meeting of the Indian Science News Association in Calcutta, 
the need foi intimate co-operation between Indian scientists and industries was 
emphasized Di.-- S C Law presided Di S S Bhatnagar, Director of the 
Board of Scientific and Industiial Reseaich was the chief guest 
Sir A H Guznavi and Su Abdul Hamid, membeis of the Cential Assembly, 
Sir Moham’ld Yakub, member of the Council of State, and Nawab Sir 
Moliiuddin Faroqui, a former Bengal Minister, issued a ]Oint statement from 
Simla, remarking In oui ]udgment the British Government has given adequate 
pioof of its boiiafides with refeience to Moslem demands To avoid coming to 
giips with a vital question ^yould betray a lack of constructive acumen which 
not likely to enhance ourYeputation in auy quarter , 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, moie than a dozen memheis took part 
in the lesiimed discussion on the Secondaiy Education Bill ^hile some 
members condemned the Bill as a reactionaiy and anti-national measure, otheis 
welcomed it as a much needed legislation 
At the Divisional Azad Conference held at Etawah, a resolution declaring 
full independence of Muslims in India and refuting .the charge that Muslims 
put obstacles in the way of its attainment was adopted ♦ 

28th Mr A K Fazlul Huq, Piemier of Bengal and member of the Working 
Committee of the All-India LJoslem League sent an “open letter” to Mahatma- 
Gandhi, dwelling mainly on the Viceregal pronouncement and Mahatmap’s 
indifierence in the matter of Hindu-Moslem disputes 
The Bengal Legislative Assembly, aftei four davs’ debate, rejected by 131 votes 
to 71, tlie Congress party’s proposal to circulate the Secondary Education Bill 
for public opinion All the caste Hindu members belonging to the different 
parties voted in support of the proposal, while opposition to it came fiom the 
membeis of the Coalition, Krishak Praja and Euiopean parties 

In the Bengal Council, when consideration of the Co-opeiative Societies 
Bill was resumed, the Opposition attack was mainly concentrated on clause 
9 of the measure relating to the appointment of Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies 

Acharya J B Kiipalani, the General Secretary of the Congress, sent copies 
of the three ^resolutions passed by the meeting of the Congi'css Working 
Committee at Wardha to all the Provincial Congress Committees with instrucr- 
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tions that the resolutions should be translated into the provincial languages and 
ciiculated in the piovinces 

29th The coriespondonce between H E the Viceroy *\nd^ Maulana Abul Kalam 
A/ad was leleascd for publication 

Maulana Azad in his telegram dated August 10 from Calcutta stated “I do 
not find any meeting ground for Congiess in the tcims of the declaiation of 
August 8 Apart fiom othei fundamental questions there is not even any 
suggestion foi national Goieinment TJndei the ciicurafetances I am unable to 
find any scope for fiiithci discussion Calling Wo^Ling Committee eighteenth 
to consider and decide 

It was arianged in Bombay that the Woiking Conrmittce of the All-India 
j\Ioslem League would meet at i\Ir Jiniiah^s icsulenco^to considei the Viceioj’s 
statement as also the political situation The Comm^ittcc would also consider 
the notification issued by the Go\einment of India in regard to volunteer 
Organizations 

In the Bengal Council, the fuithei consideiaton of the Bengal Co opeiative 
Societies BRl^^^as resumed Clause 9 of the Bill nndei which “the ProMncial 
Gomnraent ma> “appoint a peison to be Bcgistiar of Co opeiatue Societies for 
Bengal and may appoint peibons to assist him” was the only clause discussed 

30 ih In the Bengal Council, education and shipbuilding formed the subjects of 
three non-officnl resolutions 

A non ofticial resolution urging that an additional sum of one croie of rupees 
Ue set apait by the Government of Bcngil m the course of fi\e years foi the 
expansion and irapiovement of primaiy education in Bengal was adopted by the 
Coiuicil, without a division 

3l8t The Working Committee of the All India MorIcxo League held a six-hoins’ 
sessictn in Bombay, when the offer made by H E the Vieeioy in his statement 
and the question of Ihe League membcis paiticipating on the war committees 
were discussed Mi M A Jinnab, the League President, explained to the 
members as to what tran spued at his two interviews with the Viceioy in 
Bombay He also informed the Committee the points on which he souj^ht 
clarification * 

At the annual general meeting of the Mai wan Chambe; of Commeice in 
Calcutta, Ml S K Bhattei, the letiung President, ciitici/ed the Goveinment 
of India s attitude towaids the pioraotion ot new industiics in India 

The Goveinment of India decided to rescind the notification* of March 20 
declaring the Khaksais to be an unlawful association in the Delhi Province 


September 1940 

The principal event^ of the month was the acceptance of the All- 
India Congiess Committee of the Congiess WorLing Committee’s 
recommendation of the lejection of the Viceiegal offer and the Secretary 
of State’s speech thereon 

The Moslem League’s Woihing Committee in Bombay declared 
itself satisfied that its point of view had been generally recognized 
by the Viceioy and the Secretary of State, and also decided to seek 
further clarification from the Viceroy 

In the former Congress provinces attempts were being made to get 
together meetings of Congiess and othei legislatois with a -siew to 
obtaining support for the Congiess 'Working Committee’s resolution on 
the Viceroy’s proposals 

The Pun]ab Goveinment withdrew the ban on the Khaksar 
organization 

^ The mam conclusions of the Sukkui Eiots Enquiiy Eepoit were 
published. 
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The Bombay Government applied* ioi .permission to bung the High 
Conit’s decision about the validity of the piohibition lav's befoie the 
Federal Couifc 

In Bengal, the Legislative xlssembly aftei a long and Mgoious debate 
sent the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill to a Select Committee 
The All-India Congiess Committee meeting m Bombay iiassed with 
few dissentients a resolution piepaied by the Working Committee 
This found the proiiosals of the Secietaiv of State unsatisfactory, 
pledged Congiess to non-violence for the attainment of India’s fieedom, 
rejected mass civil disobedience, admiied the bravery and endurance 
of the British against danger, and called on Mahatma Gandhi to lead 
Congiess at the juncture 

At various places in Malabar, there were disturbances when people 
insisted on holding '‘protest day” meetings in defiance^of' ma'gistiates* 
orders A number of pohcemen and demonstrators were lulled -pnd 
injured 

Lord Lamington died aged 80 He was Governor of Bombay from 
1903 to 1907 and befoie that Governor of Queensland ^ 

Ml Jinnah and Mahatma Gandhi had interviews with the Yiceroy 
about Moslem League and Congress policy 

The Roger Mission to survey war industrial possibihties m India 
aiTived in the country 

Ml Amery in London referred to India’s magnificent war effort, 
regretted that differences between Communities were "preventing consti- 
tutional advance, and appreciated India’s S 3 mpathy with the people 
of Britain m then ^ordeal 

Calcutta’s Qitrzens m -a Town Hall meeting recorded then sympathy 
with the people of London and supported the Mayor’s proposal to 
open a fund ;foi the relief of the sufferers 

1st Mahatma Gandhi wrote m the Harijan, ‘Tt is not possible for a large and 
popular organization like the Congress to be wholly non-violent for the simple 
reason that all its memhere cannot have attained the standard level of non- 
violence But it 15 * perfectly possible for some of its members vho tinly under- 
stand the implicatioifs' of pure alumsa and obseive it as the law of their life, 
to lead a successful Satyagraha movement Ihis truth has even been demon- 
strated so far by the Congress” 

An ‘‘Anti-Fascist” demonstration was staged in Calcutta, when at a meeting 
held under the auspices of the Bengal Provincial Branch of the League of Radical 
Congiessmen, a call was made to all demociatic elements in the countiy to rally 
to the support of Britain in her fight against Fascism ^ 

Pandit Jawhailal Nehru, addiessing a meeting at Chaiipathi, Bombay, criticized 
the Biitish Government’s attitude towards India and said that the Yicereeal 
declaration had claiified the issues in as much as the stalemate had ended Now 
it only remained for the Congress to go its way and they had to consider how 
best they could all pull together 

Llr B G Kher, ex-Piemier of Bombay addressed a public meeting in Bombay, 
in pursuance of the lesolution of the Congress Working Committee, calling upon 
the Congress Committees to condemn at public meetings the attitude of the 
British Goveiument towaids the legitimate demands and aspirations of India 

2nd The Working Committee of the ^All-India Moslem League (in Bombay) 
adopted three resolutions on the Viceroy’s statement and cognate matters 
The first resolution said that the Committee consideied that the \iceregal 
statement and Mr Ameiy’s clarification constituted a considerable progressive 
advance towards the viev point taken up by the All-India Mosl™ League 
regarding the problem of the futuie constitution of India Ihe Committee 
recorded its satisfaction that “His Majestj’s Government have, on the 

vhole, practically '' met the demand of the Moslem League foi a clear 
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fl^sarance that no future constitution, intenm or final, ttiII be adopted by the 
British Go\ eminent without the Moslem League’s approval and consent” 

The second resolution asserted that certain ooseryations contained in the 
Viceroy’s declaration and Mr Amerv’s speech, regarding unity of natural life in 
India weie non-e\istent and “historically inaccurate and selLcontradictory ” I’he 
resolution reiterated the Moslem League’s faith in the Pakistan scheme adopted 
at the Lahore session of the Moslem League 
The Woiking Committee also passed a resolution appointing a committee to 
examine the cases of those members of the Council of the All-India Moslem 
League who joined the War Committees m contravention of the League 
resolution and take such dibciphnaiy action as "it may cpnsider appropriate 
The Working Committee of the League concluded its thiee day session after 
passing a resolution permitting such Moslems ’who thought they could serve 
any useful purpose by merely associating themselves with war committees 
to do so 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, good progress was made with the Bengal 
Co operain e .Credit Societies Bill 1940, when clauses 9 to 30 inclusn e were passed 

3rd In the BengaT Council, con sidei able progiess was made with the consideration 
of the Co-opeiative^ocieties Bill, when nearly 20 clauses were passed 

In the Bengal Assembly, practically the entue sitting was devoted to the 
JDamodar-Hoogblv-IIourah flushing scheme 

Mr M N Roy speaking at a public meeting at Dehra Dun observed “If 
\ve do not feel it to bcKiiir duty to help the British people in their fight against 
foreign Fascism and the intrigues of the friends of Fascism at home, we talk 
of freedom m vain ” 

4th Bit >Sikandcr H>at Khan, Premier of the Punjab in an inter\iew at Lahore, 
expressed satisfaction with all the decisions of the League, and said that while 
the League was seeing a clarification of certain points there was an opportunity 
for others j^raeanrng the Congress) to seek further elucidation The Premier, 
howc^e^, could not say whether there would be further talks between H E the 
Viceroy and the Congress Kepljing to the question whether Khaksai prisoners 
would be released in view of the withdrawal of the ban on their organization, 
"^fcir fcikander said that the cases of those Khaksars ’'who^ had not been 
convicted of \iolence would be examined 
In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Nawab Bahadur of , Dacca, Minister 
for Local fcelf Government, moved the reference of the Calcutta Municipal 
Amendment BiH (1940) to a Select Committee 

Sill Maiilana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, issued a statement, in which 
he said he asked Sardar feampuran bingh, Leader of the Congress party in the 
Punjab Assembly, to “fully clarify the situation’* rcgqxdiilg certain incidents at 
a dinner at Patiala 

In the Bengal Council, consideration of the Co operative Societies Bill 
was resumed,— whether the auditing of accounts of Co operative Societies should 
be independent of the control of the Registrar or not was discussed 

‘6th In the Bengal Legislative Council, piactically the entire sitting was devoted 
to further consideration- M Mr Lalit Chandra Das’s resolution urging the 
establishment of a ship-bmlding industry in the province The resolution was 
earned without a divzSi6» 

In the Bengal Assembly, not less than 20 private members’ Bills were 
disposed of without much discussion 

7lh Mr C Rajagopalachan, asked in Madias, as to what he thought of BIr 
Amery’s ‘No’ to a question in the House of Commons whether he tvould not 
consider a new approach to the Indian problem, said 'T ha\e nothing special 
to say about it There are many ‘noes’ in history that have been made into 
‘yeses’ The present war is itself a ‘sast and tragic commentary on this truth 
If thirty crorcs say ‘yes’, one man’s ‘no’ will be soon forgotten” 

The annual general meeting of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Blahasabha 
commenced at the Indian Association Hall under the presidentship of Sir 
Blanmathanath Blukhei^ji 

A meeting of the Council of the IJ P Provincial Congress Committee was 
held at Anand Bhawan’, Allahabad 

8Ui» Mahatma Gandhi replying to an open letter addressed to him by the Bengal 
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Premiei, said ‘T£ the cases of injustices quoted by him (Mr Fazlul Huq) 
aie on a par with the Biswa case, his indiclmeub singulaily fails” 

In response to His Majesty the King Empeior's call, Calcutta m common 
with the rest of the Biitish Empire obseived the day as a day of National 
Placer, when Chnstians, Hindus, Moslems, Jews, Aimenians, Parsis, Jains and 
othei communities all united in prayer for the success of the Biitish aims 
Mahatma Gandhi declaied in a note in the Hannan 'Tf this conflagxation 
IS to be put out through non-violeut effoits, it will be done only by India ” 

Sth Mr C ^ " " m opening the City Fouith Ciicle Political 

Confexence ■ ^ that it was not wise oi just or even practicable to 

govern a huge nation against its own will and with the sole aid of those that 
opposed the national oiganization on the other hand, the represen tatnes of the 
Congress with their desue for adjustment and accommodation, would have 
shouldeied the responsibility of running the admuustiation and piosecuted the 
wai well, at least so fai as it affected India 
HEM Louis Bonan, Goveinoi of Fiench India informed the Press from 
Pondicheiiy that **the Fiench Indian Colonial Goveinmcirt lallies round 
Geneial de Gaulle s Government of the Free Fiench Nition and denounces 
Marshal Petal nM Government ” 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, discussion on the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill was lesumed , it was practically confined to the members 
opposing it, ^ 

Ihe fiist meeting of the Kerala Piovincial Congress ^Working Committee was 
held at the lesidcncc oi j\Ii H Manjunatha Rao (Calicut) 

At a special meeting of the Bombay Piovincial Oongiess Committee a 
lefeolution cndoising the decimation of the Congress Woiking Committee on the 
Viceiegal pronouncement and assuring the Congiess High Command of its 
pieparedness to ''} 0 \r\ the struggle’’ was adopted unanimously 
Maulana A K Azad, lepljing to an address presented to him on behalf of 
the Allahabad Unneisity Union, said “As fai as the oidinary normal 
political routine of the countiy goes, you, as students, are not concerned with 
it and must devote vour time to studies But there aic abnoimal times in 
the political life of a'countiy when it is a matter of life and death, and of 
self-iespect Xu such times, }OU have to answer the call of the countiy That 
day foi Indiji has come ” 

Pandit Jawhailal Nehru, addressing the Allahabad Students, said that the time 
of testing had come This would be a hard test, and if the Unneisity had not 
piepaied them for it, then their education and the whole system of education 
was defective 

Saidai Patel in the coui'se of a speech at Ahmedabad ohser^ed that the decla- 
rations made on behalf of the British Government constituted an attack on the 
reiy existence of the Congiess 

lOtli In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, after a four-day debate, the House 
rejected by 127 votes to 88 the Congress party’s proposal to circulate the 
Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill for public opinion As proposed by the 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, Minister-in Charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government, the Bill was referred to a Select Committee, the voting in the case 
being 127 for the motion and 82 against it 
The trial began at Alipore, of the case in which Sj^Subhas Chandra Bose was 
piosecuted under the Defence of India Rules in connexion with two speeches 
alleged to have been delivered by him at Ballygunje and Belliaghata 

11th H E the Marchioness of Linlithgow, broadcasting from Viceregal Lodge, 
Simla, announced the foimation of a body of voluntary women woitos to be 
called the Women’s Voluntaiy Seivice 

Sj Subhas Chandra Bose was piosecuted before the Additional Chief Presidency 
Magistiate, Calcutta under the Defence of India Rules in connexion with a 
speech alleged to have been delivered at Mahomedally Paik, Calcutta on Apiil 
11 and an article appearing m the Forward Bloc of May 18 
The finding of the Court of Inquiry— conducted by Mi Justice Weston— into 
the Sukkur riots was “The cause of the Sukkur disturbances was undoubtedly 
the long Manzilgaih agitation ” , 

Mr V Sa^aikar, President of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha had an 
interview with Dr B S Moonje, Vice-President of the Sabha Mr* Savarkar 
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authonzed Dr Moonjc to officiate as tlie Working President of the Sabha during 
hiB illness and to convene an urgent meeting of the Working Committee 

12th Mahatma Gandhi accompanied by Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan and Dr Syed 
Mahmud arrived in Bombay for Congress meetings and had informal discussions 
with Maiilana Azad, feardar Patel, Pandit Nehru and other members of 
the Congress Working Committee 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Bengal Shops and Establishments 
Bill which sought to regulate the hours of work and payment of wages of persons 
employed in shops and other establishments and to provide holida\s gnd other 
amenities, was passed , 

In the Bengal Legislative Council the ^consideration of the Co operative 
[societies Bill reached the concluding stage when all the amendments to the 139 
clauses of the Bill weie disposed of 

Mr M N Eoy in his letter to the United Provinces Congress Committee which 
took diBCiplinarj action against him asseited that the charges against him were 
unfounded,. He furthei obsened ‘I beseech j^ou to discipline your intolerance 
which IB conf^rting the Congress into a stagnant pool of uncritical conformism 
and blind obedieiTce Ihese are not the assets for a leally poweiful political 
organization of the people I ha\e done nothing other than to combat those 
dangerous tendencies” 

13th The Congress Working Committee met at Birla House, Bombay, Maulana 
A K Azad presided Blahatma Gandhi was pxesent at the meeting Ihe sitting 
lasted six hours It w'as undeisood that Mahatma Gandhi made a long statement 
on the political situation 

A Press Note from Simla explained that Vice-Admiral N Fit/ Herbert, Flag 
officer commanding the Ro^al Naw would have next year undei his command 
the most powerful naval foice that India had e\ei had foi keeping watch on her 
immense coastline and vital major ports 

Sir Chimanlal SitaUad, the Liberal Leader, in a statement from Bombay 
expressed the \iew that the launching of Satyagraha by the Congress would 
create greater gulf between the various coraraunities and retaid the object of 
creating a poweiful and united India ^ 

In the Bengal Legislate e Council, an account of the financial position of the 
Go\einment of Bengal was given Mr H S fcuhiawaidy, Finance Minister, 
dining a debate on a resolution moved by Mr Nui -Ahmed 

At a meeting of the members of the Bihar Legislature convened by the 
Congress Legislative Paity at Patna, a lesolution rejecting the proposals contained 
in the statements and declarations made bv the Viceioy and the Becretaty of 
State for India and condemning the attitude of the Biitish Government, was 
passed ^ 

14th The Congress Working Committee had another three hour discussion on 
the political situation 

Mr B G Kher, ex-Prcmier of Bombay, moved a resolution rejecting the 
Viceio^'s offer at a meeting of the membeis of the Bombay Assembly Ihe Moslem 
League, the Independent Labour Party and the Progress Party did not participate 
Mr Kher sard that hopes were entertained that the spirit of co-operation and 
goodwill between Britam^and India, which had been so caiefiilly fostered and 
built up during ^earS of Congiess administration would be valued and 
continued by the British Government but it was now obvious that it had dis- 
appeared due entirely to the unsympathetic attitude of the “bureaucracy” 

Mr Jamnadas Mehta moved an amendment to the resolution and said that 
while he was in full agreement with the resolution and in the condemnation of 
the British Government's offer, he asserted that it was due to the vacillating 
policy of the Congress that the minority question had assumed such an inflated 
importance The lesolution was passed as also another protesting against, the 
suppression of the legislature 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote in the Hartjav^ under the caption ‘‘Economic 
Euin in Sind” ‘ It is as much the duty of the Congress as of the 
Muslim League and the Hindu Mahasabha to deal with the situation in the nght 
spirit The Government of Sind will be judged by the manner in which they 
handled the situation ” 

Mr J Aitken, President of the Indian Sugar Mills Association, in his address 
at the eighth general meeting of that organization at Cawnpore, said ‘An 
industry vital to the United Provinces and Behar has been brought to its knees 
4 
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flBd a large section of it is still by no means free of the risk of bankruptcy, and 
I think ynu Vriil agiee that this wairants drastic nieasiues” 

15th Mahatma Gandhi wrote in a note in the Hanjaw, “I am being innundated 
with letteis complaining that by giving my definition of Ahimsa before Poona 
Congiessmen who saw me recently at Wardha I hare seriously circumscribed 
the scope of ahimsa’ He adds “These fiiends forget that my remarks were 
confined to Congiess ahirasa only Peisonally, I would not kill insects scorpions 
or even snakes Nor would I under any circumstances take meat But I may not 
impose the creed of such ahirasa on the Congress” 

Opening the proceedings of the All-India Congress Committee meeting in 
Bombay, Maulnna Abui Eahim Azad, Congress President, announced that 
Mahatma Gandhi had once again agreed to take up the active leadership of the 
Indian National Congiess 

Ihe lesolution on the political situation — ^passed bv the Congress Woiking 
Committee and placed before the All-India Congress Committee for the lattei’s 
consideration — endorsed the resolutions passed by the Congiess Working 
Committee at Wardha —“The Congiess”, the resolution said, “is pledged undei 
Mr Gandhi’s leadership to non-iiolence for the vindication xi! India’s freedom 
At this giave ciisis in the movement foi national freedom, the A I 0 0 
requests him to guide the Congress in the action that shoiild be taken ” 

Mahatma Gandhi, addressing the A I G G said ‘ theie is no question of 
mass civil disobedience Theie may be— I am stilPnot sine — induidual^ml 
disobedience I am still searching for some thing So fai, I have nofc^been 
able to find anything” 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad after levieiung devdopments since the Poona 
session of the A I C C said “The offei that Biitain has made thiongh the 

Viceroy is not even worth looking at” 

Dr B S Moonje acting President of the Hindu Llahasabha, sent^ a letter 
to the Viceroy seeking an interview to explain the attitude the Hindu 
Mahasabha in legaid to the expansion of the Viceroy’s Executive Council 

16th The All-India Congress Committee concluded its session in Bombay after 
passing the CongiTss Woikjng Committee’s resolution on the political situation — 
All the aniendpients which* demanded the immediate launching of mass civil 
disobedience weie rejected by oveiwhelming majorities, not more than five 

voting in frrroui of any of them Mahatma Gandhi, who addressed the 

meeting, remarked that the resolution was “a gieat step towards Swaraj” 
He said that he was unable to define Swaraj, but that the basis of Swaiaj 
was the rigbt^ i5f free speech and civil libeity for evei3 one These two 
were the Toot’ of Swaraj- and the “foundation” of Swaraj Referring to the 
demand of certain members for mass civil disobedience Mahatma Gandhi 
said I know when to start mass civil disobedience and I would ask 

you to leave the matter in ray hands” The country, he said, was 
not in a position to launch such a movement 
Dr B S Moonje, acting President of the Hindu Mahasabha, had an interview 
with H E the Viceroy at Simla It was understood, Dr Moonje placed before 
the Viceroy the Hindu Mahasabha’s position laving special stress on the points 
made m the statement issued by the Mahasabha President 

17tli It was understood that Mahatma Gandhi drafted a long letter to the Vicqroy 
enclosing the A I C C lesolution on the political situation and seeking an 
interview with His Excellency 

The Muslim League’s demands were stiongly denounced at a public meeting 
(at Simla) of Hindus and Sikhs, with Raja Su Daljit Singh in the chair 

18th The Congiess Woikinir Committee concluded its session in Bombay after 
passing the following lesolution “In view of the resolution just passed by 
the All-India Congiess Committee, the Working Committee calls upon all 
Congress organizations to stop all civil disobedience, individual or other, pending 
definite insti notions fiom Mahatma Gandhi He regards this suspension as 
indispensable for his forthcoming interview with His Excellency the Viceroy 
and as a test of discipline of registered and iiniegisteied Congressmen and all 
Congress-minded men and women, and also as a short course of obedience 
to law before recourse to civ il disobedience, should it become necessary ” 

Hr B S Moonje, Acting President of the Hindu Mahasabha m a statement, 
said ‘ The Congress lesolutioa is an enigma ” 
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19th Mahatma Gandhi, in an inteiMe^y pven m Bombay to a London newspaper, 
gave a special message to the British people ReplMng to the charge of 
apparent inconsistency between his previous declarations and his present 
attitude, Gandhi]i said ‘T thought that I bad clearly and sufficiently 

c'^plained mj position in my speeches in anticipation of the change of 

inconsistencj If there is any incon<?istency it is due to the e\er changing 
and, in this particular instance changed circumstances My sympathy is not 
only the same as I expressed in feirala on the declaration of war, but it has 
grown deeper because the imaginary has become so \i\idly real In Simla, 
almost a jear ago, I had expressed my grief ovei what might befall 
Britain Today the dreaded thing has happened and is still going on 

Freedom of speech and corresponding actipn lY the bieath of democratic 
life Freedom of propagating non violence as a substitute foi war is most 
relevant when indecent savagery is being peipetiated by the warring 
nations 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, the Bengal Co operative Societies Bill, 1940 
was pa^ed ^ind the Bengal Water Hyacinth (Amendment) Bill, 1940 was taken 
into confeiJeraUpn 

Lord Beaverblrook, Minister for Aiiciaft Production, sent a telegram to H E 
the Governor of the U P expiessmg his gratitude at the magnificent gift of 
Rs 10 lakhs from Ihe United Provinces for the puicha«e of aircraft 
/ Sir K ^azlmuddm repl 3 ing to a question in the Bengal Assembly, said 
^ Ml Subhas Chandia Bose is being detained not under an oidei of the 
Government of India, but undei an order of the Government of Bengal, who 
do not contemplate withdrawal of the same ” 

20th Mahatma Gandhi in a statement issued to the Press fiom Wardha said 
“Assuming that the inteiview is granted, I do not go to hold a pistol at the 
Vicecoy’s head if the contemplated civil disobedience is to be taken as such 
But I go,, as I explained in my speech befoic the All-India Congiess Committee, 
in ordei to make sure I am right in the inferences I have diawn fiom the acts 
of Government commencing fiom the derlarations of H E the Viceroy If 
the premises on which the Congiess is built aie wrong, theie is no case for 
civil disobedience ” ^ ^ 

Ml M N Roy, commenting on the A !• C C * resolution, «aid “It 
will only please Berlin and Rome It is beyond moital understanding Low 
moral suppoit for Britain and piofessed abhorience for Fascism are leconciled 
with anti-war propaganda The object of this^ propaganda is oFvlouslj to prevent 
India’s ]>articipation in the wai ’ 

Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung Bahadur, presiding over the annual Muslim Youth 
Conference in Madras said “My advice to 30 i 1 ng Muslim^ is that you should 
forget your leligious difieiences, attempt to have one' common plalfoira and come 
under the Muslim League, which is the only organization of the country ” 

Mr J B Kripalam, Congiess Secietary, issued a ciicular from Bombay, 
stating “There should be no ‘all provincial day’ or processions or hartal In 
no case must the explanation of the resolutions made an occasion to develop into 
anti-recimtment and anti-war contribution propaganda ” 

2l8t An emergency meeting of the Working Committee of the All-India Hindu 
Mahasabba was held in Bombay, to consider the Viceroy’s proposals in the 
light of the latest interview between the Viceioy and Dr B S Sloonje The 
meeting was expected to give the i^Iahasaoha’s final reply to the Viceroy’s 
proposals for the expansion of the Executive Council and the constitution of a 
War Advisory Committee 

22nd Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, addressing a meeting of about 500 Bengal 
Congress workeis at the B P C C office in Calcutta, described the policy 
of the Congress and explained the implications of the resolution passed by the 
A I 0 C at its meeting in Bombay 

The Working Committee of the All India Hindu Mabasabha (in Bombay) 
adopted a resolution offering the Mahasabha’s co-operation with the 
Government in its war effort on “honourable terms of equity and justice” 
The Mahasabba urged the Viceroy to make a definite declaration that the 
Government had not approved or accepted the Moslem League’s scheme of 
partitioning India and claims “in view of the reported understanding between 
the Viceroy and the League” representation of six scats on the expanded 
Executive Council on the population basis 
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Mahatma Gandhi, in an aiticle in the Hanjan^ said that he was the sole 
authoiity on Satyagiaha 

23rd Four peiBons weie killed and twenty-six injiiied, when the police opened fire 
on a iiotoiiB mob following a communal distuibance at Kulti (Assansol) 

At a confeience in Calcutta, the Congiess woikeis of diffeient shades of opinion 
explained the vaiious difficulties which they were expeiiencing in the couise of 
Congiess woik to the Congiess Piesident 
Mahatma Gandhi in a statement observed “I shall strain every neive to 
avoid a civil disobedience stiuggle But it would be wrong for Congiessmen to 
sleep while an effoib of peace is being made I hope no Gongiessman will think 
that because I have undertaken command of the stiuggle, if it comes, the 
spinning and Khadi conditions aie waived ” 

24th HEM Louis Bonoin, Governoi of French India, in contiadicting a 
news agency repoit fiom Chandeinagoie stated “It is absolutely inexact 
that my decision to lange myself on the side of the National Committee 
of General de Gaulle has been taken in confoimity \Mth insUuctions fiom 
the Vichy Government Simple commonsense indicates it sufficiently “That 
which has given use to a confusion, which I believe to be involuntary, 
is that in the declaiation lead before elected lepreBentativesJ" notables and ofhcials, 
I said that till the day of my decision oui lelations with ueigbbounug autho- 
xities — meaning the British India. Government — had not ceaSed to be amicable, _and 
that I had leceived in this matter the appioval of the Vichy Government ” ^ 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant addressing a public meeting under the auspices 
of the District Congiess Committee, Nairn lal, declared “It is a matter of 
immense giatification that Blabatma Gandhi has again assumed the leader- 
ship of the Congiess ” He added that Mahatma Gandhi had asked them to 
wait and suspend all foiras of civil disobedience till he had met the Vic^ioy As 
disciplined soldiers, they must faithfully caiiy out these iinstiuctions and, m the 
meantime, consolidate then foices v< 

Pandit Jawhailal Nehru addressed about 300 City Congiess Workeis at 
Allahabad He explained to them the stand taken by the Congress and the 
political situation in the country in general Pandit Nehru stressed the need 
for discipline and exlior1:ecl the woikers to be piepared 
Mr Asaf Ali^A member of the Congress Working Committee, said at Eaiachi, 
“As the Congress is pledged to non-Molence and Mahatma Gandhi is our general, 
we have to follow him on whatever path he guides us ” 

25th The Committee of Inquiry consisting of Mr Justice Ameer All and Mr M 
H B Lethbridge appointed by the Government of Bengal to inquiie into the 
incidents that took place off July 22 and JuL 24 at and in the neighbourhood of 
the Islamia College "and other educational institutions of Calcutta, submitted its 
lepoit The report contained a narrative of facts, as fai as the committee was able 
to asceitain them, concerning the incidents at the Islamia College on July 22 and 
at the Calcutta Madiassa and the Piesidency College on July 24 It also con- 
tained the Committee’s lemaiks on the evidence that was tendeied before it 
Mahatma Gandhi accompanied by Mr Mahadev Desai and Mr Pyarelal, left 
fox Simla to meet the Viceioy 

Sir J P Siivastava, President and Lala Haiuam Seth, Secretary of the Hindu 
Saiigathan Committee returned to Lucknow after attending the Hindu Mahasabha 
yVorking Committee meeting at Bombay 
“The Hindu Sabha stands for responsive co-operation”, said Lala Hariram Seth, 
interviewed by the Press There was genuine desire and complete unanimity 
among the members of the Working Committee, to stand by Britain in her hour 
of trial The Mahatma really meant co-operation and had not made impossible 
demands As a matter of fact these were far below then legitimate due He 
hoped that the British Government would use to the occasion and not neglect 
the Hindus 

Mr L S Amery, Secretary of State for India, in a speech m London 
expressed regret that the leaders of the Indian National Congress had rejected 
the Viceroy’s offer Mr Amexy sard ‘ I fully recognize the sinceiity of Mi 
Gandhi’s pacifist convictions The practical question is “How is he to 
reconcile his demand on his own behalf and on behalf of the Congress for 
freedom to voice this conviction with his own statement, which 1 sincerely 
welcome, that he does not want to embariass the Government in its conduqt 
pf the wai,” 
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H H the M'lhnraja o£ Patiala (at Simla) made an appeal to the Sihh 
community to unite and maintain their maitial traditions by actively suppoiting 
Britain 

The Pakistan delegation of the Moslem League arrived at Arrah and addressed 
a meeting of Moslems in the evening Khan Bahadur S M Ismail, president, 
provincial Moslem League, presided 

26tli Mr 0 Ra]agopalachan commenting on Mr Amery’s speech (in Madras) 
declared *T am convinced that the Secretary of State for India has at a 
critical moment done the greatest disseivice to his country by adMsing the 
rejection of the offer that the All-India Congress Compnttee made at Poona 
The Punjab Provincial Congress Coramitfee ^uculansed all suboidinate 
Congress Committees in the province to celebrate Gandbiji’s 72nd birthday on 
October 2 

27 tli The interview between Mahatma Gandhi and H E the Viceroy took place 
at Simla The interview began at 2-45 P M and ended at 6-15 Gandhiji 
decided to stay on at Simla foi a few days 
Pandit ^awharlal Nehru addressing a students’ meeting at Lucknow asked 
the. students to Uav^ befoie their minds’ eye an image of India as they 
wanted her to be and then stiive then utmost to achieve that ideal 
Acharya Kripalani, ^General Secretaiy of the Congress, in a message fiom New 
Delhi m connexion with Gandhi Jayanti, said * Ibe best way to celebiate the 
Gandhi Jayanti and do honour to our leader is to help in the hfe-giving 
aotwity he has devised to fill the empty stomachs of millions of out starving 
countrymen ” He added, “By purchasing Khadi, we shall not only help our 
poor, but gladden the Iwait of him whose uhole life is dedicated to the service 
of the poor, the lowly mid the down-trodden ” 

The General Council of the All-lndia Trade Union Congiess (in Bombay) 
discussed a draft resolution which would satisfy the different shades of opinion 
With regard ta*Ihe political situation , 

28th The Working Committee of the All-India Moslem League passed a resolution 
in New Delhi, regretting that they weie unable to accept the offer of the Viceroy 
The resolution stated inter aha “The Working Committee of the All -India 
Moslem League at then meeting at Bombay on September 2.1ast, aftei consider- 
ing the lettei of His Excellency the Viceioy, dated August 14^1ast and addressed 
to the President, containing a specific offei in legaid to the piaiposed expansion 
of the Governor-General’s Executive Council and the establishment of a War 
Advisory Council, requested His Excellency to leconsidei -the matter and 
authorized the President to seek further information and claiifiCation, particularly 
on the points set out in the resolutions befqre the .jCommittee could deal 
with the offer ^ 

29th Mr M A Jinnah released to the Press the correspondence that passed 
between him and His Excellency the Viceroy 
The Council of the All-India Moslem League unanimously passed its Working 
Committee’s resolution rejecting the Viceroy’s offer Mr Jinnah, in a speech to the 
Council on his negotiations with the Viceroy, desciibed His Excellencj’s offer as 
follows “Two seats on the Governoi-GeneiaPs Executive Council will be allotted to 
the nominees of the Moslem League out of a number we do not know yet ” He 
had urged that should any party now refusing to co operate later decide to accept 
the Viceroy’s offer, its nominees should be allowed to join the Council only m 
agreement with the parties already represented If the Congress came in 
Moslem representation should be equal to that of the Hindus , otherwise they 
(Moslems) should have the majority of the additional seats as “m that case the 
main burden and responsibilities will be boine by Moslems ” 

Sir Sikander H^at Khan, in a statement to the Press fiora New Delhi, said 
‘•My attention has been invited to a statement in the Press to the effect that I 
stated at the meeting of the Working Committee of the Moslem League that I 
was the onginatoi of the Pakistan scheme, and that the only difference lay m 
the way in which it had been presented to the public This statement is 
incorrect, unwarranted and mischievous ” 

Dr Paianjpje, President of the National Liberal Federation said (from 
Poona) “It is rather unfortunate that the Working Committee of the Moslem 
League took such a decision ” 

Both, H E the Viceroy wrote a letter to Mahatma Gandhi, Bummarlzing the 
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position ns it emeiged aftei the inteiview which the Viceioy gianted to Gandhiji 
at Simla He said “It would cleaily not be possible, in the inteiests of India 
heiself, moie paiticulaily at this ciitical junctuie in the Bai, to acquiesce in 
luteifeience with the wai effoit which would be iniolvcd in fieedom of speech 
so 'uide ns that foi which ^ou liaie asked” Ihe Yiceioy made it cleai in his 
lettei that the action suggested by Mahatma Gandhi \^ould ceitainly nmoiint 
not only to the inhibition of India’s wni eftoit but to the enibniinssnient 
of Gieat Biitain in the piosecution of the wai which the Congiess said it 
was anxious to avoid 

Mahatma Gandhi, who left Simla, leplied ^It is unfoitunate that we have 
not been able to aiii\e at an agieement on the single issue of fieedom of 
speech But I shall hug the hope that it will be possible foi the Goiernment 
to woik out then policy in the spiiit of the Congress position ” He also declaied 
that the Congress still desiied to lefiain Iiom embaiiassing the British 
Go\einment but it was impo'ssible foi the Congiess to make a fetish of such 
policy by denying its cieed He added “If the Congiess has to die it should 
do so in the act of pioclainnug its faith ” 


October 1940 

The meeting of H B the Viceioy and Mahatma Gandhi at Simla 
though infmctuous caused a good deal of sensation in Indian political 
elides The next item of mteiest Tvas the meeting of the Eastern 
Group Confer ence in New Delhi, which was presided" o\ei by the 
Viceroy , a message of goodwill was sent by the Prime Minister 

The Moslem League rejected the Viceroy’s offer to fill two seats 
in his enlaiged Council fiom among membeis nominated by it In 

rejecting the offel th6 ^League made it clear that it stood for co- 

opeiation in India’s war effort 

After an mterview with Mahatma Gandhi the Viceroy found it 
not possible to acquiesce ^in inteiference with the war effort of the 
kind proposedvhy Gandhi^ji, who asked for permission for all who so 
wished to write and Speak against participation in war in general or 
in this war in parfciculai Gandhiji issued a detailed statement on 
his interview with the Viceroy and the reasons for the breakdown of 
the talks While pacing a tribute to the Viceroy for the courtesy 
and patient attention shown to him he confeired that, inspite of his 
clear presentation of the Indian case, the Viceroy ‘‘would not he 
drawn into a discussion ” He described how he showed the unten- 
ahihty of the British yiew that lack of communal agieement bailed 
the way to fieedom He added “There is a certain cold reserve 
about the British official world, which gives them their stiengh and 

isolation for surroundings and facts I suppose that is what is meant 

by the steel-frame ” Concluding, Gandhiji pointed out that “the 
immediate issue is the right to exist, which broadly put, means fiee 
speech This the Congiess wants not merely for itself hut for all ” 

The serious illness of Dr Rabindranath Tagore caused concern 
in every part of the country 

The Government ban on the Goodwill Mission to Wazmstan was 
strongly ciiticized by Mr Bhulahhai Desai and Mr Asaf All, membeis 
of the Mission, m the couise of a statement issued from Pesha\Var 
Dr B S Moonje made a plea in the course of a statement that 
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the OoEgress should seek an ally in the Hindu Mahasabha in dealing 
with the Muslim League* s claims 

The Congress Worhing Committee met at "Wardha It passed a 
resolution stating that the action of the Government in refusing 
permission to the Goodwill Mission to proceed to Waziristan and 
even banning a visit to Bannu, ‘^confirms the impression that the 
British authorities are not desirous of encouraging or permitting the 
development of friendly relations between the people of India and the 
trans-border people ** 

The Hindu League Executive decided on a Anti-Pakistan front 
Mr Amery, the President, was authorized to seek the co operation 
of other political organizations in this behalf 

A Goodv 7 ill Mission from Thailand Siam) toured Northern and 
Western IndiJi and arrived in Calcutta 

S] Sarat Chandra Bose, Leader of the Opposition in the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly and former member of the Congress Working 
Committee, was removed by the Congress Working Committee 
from the Bengal Co^iess Assembly Party and called on to give up 
his seat in that Assembly, on the ground of disobedience to Congress 
orders 

In accordance with the Congress Working Committee’s resolution, 
Mahatma Gandhi took upon himself the responsibility of starting 
“Selecine Civil disobedience” At his direction Mr Vmoba Bhave 
made speeches explaining why Congress was opposed to India’s parti- 
cipation in the war 

The Provincial Congress Committees were asked, according to a 
circular intimating the desire of Mahatma Gandhis to push on the 
constructive programme of the Congress with vigour and enthusiasm 
‘‘There is a close and organic connextion between the constructive 
programme and the civil disobedience movement ” 

Ml Vmoba Bhave was arrested under the Defence of India Rules 
when he was propaiing to make his fifth sp^pch ahd** was sentenced 
to three months’ simple imprisonment 

H B the Viceroy opened the Eastern Group Conference which 
discussed the part that the Eastern Countries of the British Empire 
could take in developing war industries for the common effort 


1st Maulana Abul Kalara Azad, in a piess inteiview in Calcutta, on the meeting 
between His Excellency the Viceroy and Mahatma Gandhi, said *T admit 
that the outcome of the feimla meeting is not contrary to expectations^^ 
Ihe Congiess Piesident added, “Ihe very piesence of the Biitish Gorerument 
in India indicates one reality fiom ivhateier angle we see the denial of free 
will of India Natuially, theiefoie, we cannot expect hei to tolerate the free 
expiession of our decision -about the wai, e\en if it be of a purely non-violent 
nature ” 


Mihatma Gandhi, replying to a question by a United Press lepresentatne 
prior to hib departuie foi Waidha fiom New Delhi, said ‘Ihe next step is 
likely to be tiken at Waidha, when the WoiLing Committee meets If mv 
coiuitiymen are deteimined to win fewaia], I am confident Swaraj would touch 
our feet within the shortest possible time My message to my countrymen at 
this juncture, is only this that they should strengthen the hands of then General 
and establish unity in the country at all cost” 

Sir Sik-indei Hjat Khan, addressing a gathering of lyots at Niih tGiiTunrin 
district) said that Mahatma Gandhi was among the fiist Indians to &iioun°co 
Hitler 8 acts of aggression and to declare that his sympathy lay entirely on the 
Bide of Biitain m this war Since that declaration was made the Congiess had 
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hppn clian^inK its position from time to time until- at last tlie Maliatma had 
formulates hTs demand for freedom to cairy on propaganda against participation 

'“-The IlT-India Radio’s War Woik ^vas reviewed ‘and a scheme of plogramme 
nlanning considered at a conference of Station Diiectors nhich began in Delhi 
under the chairmanship of Mr A S Bokhan. Controller of Broadcasting 

‘>nd Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement fiom Nagmir saying “Your teBing me 
this 01 that inatteied little The attempt was a^orth making told you 

that even if I did not get what I wanted fiom the Viceroy I jonld bring fiom 
Simla added strength for mvself Who knows that to have added strength is not 
better than weak success ? But my wisdom will be tested by the manner in 

Pr^esrNote fiom sfmla stated that the skill and beaiing of the units of the 
Roval Indian Army Service Corps in France, during the days leachng up to the 
gicit evacuation, weie warmly described in reports which reached the Covern- 

“luS Radha Knshnan. Vice-Chancellor of the Benares Hi«!h 'University 
opening the building of the Brahmachari Vadi at Ahmedabadr declared ‘Instead 
of civilizing the baibaiian. the modern system of education baibarised the 
cnilised man ^ 

3rd A charge under the Defence of India Rules was fhmed against S] Si^has 
ChandirBose who was prosecuted on a charge of haMiig committed jnejuiicial 
acts bv deliveln^ a speech in Hindi on April 11 last and also by writing an 
artick entitled the “Day of Reckoning” which appeared in the forward Bloc 

of May of which he was the Bombav Brovincial Hindu Mahasabha. 

L? V te "ItesrietS.. ^ M.= V™ fot 

?p,P0tiu- some ot the demands of the Moslem League -'Mr Savarkar added 
' that the tuimng down of demands removed misgiMUgs in the mind of the Hindu 
public raised by the League resolutions 

•m Clandh. 

firm IS wholly m favour of participation m the war they 

^ wns ra^y to do_>t , j hostile piopao-anda But determination to gag 

could have et^sily disregarded any hostile pi opa a 

shatteis-ciitawi s maim imwf r, itain would have got from India would 

proposal been buc djs But non-violent party would have 

^f^;ed\Teff"ctiv?p?rtll^^^^^^^^^^^^^ peace when the proper time for it was in 

^'Mr h' ^/B arim^'MitfcM^ Baluchistan, was shot dead 

by a tribesman 

_ , , -iccnpfl fiffitenient from W^aidha and. stated, inter qIici 

“R^f T d? so^ I thmk it IS necessary to say a few words regarding Lord 
-Rp IS stramht in his talk and deliberate and economical in his 

Linlithgow He IS strai_ntm meaning 

Hnguage He decisions with a^ calmness and courtesy which 

He conveys the £ X h^^e 

for the moinent attention I have never known 

He listens to your ^ He is never ruffled or discourteous 

\thth^ alf'^this iSwevei. he^ is not to be easily moved from his position He 
^ iul^hiR decision alreada made on the matter under discussion He 

JoS to Tel Bui there te no doubt thut h.. 

'*'Xr» ’k"eel‘il;B'‘'^S'‘’ Hmulipel''™. the Eueeulive Cou..n.tlee ot the Anffim 
PioMncial Sgress Committee adopted a leso iitiou fully supporting Mahatma 
«^hP Oimmittee pledges the full support of Andhradesa to any 
Zt ^San as fe.der of the Indian National Congress, may 
prelciibe toVeet^e Ltnation created by the apparent failure of the Gandhi- 
Viceroy negotiations which, in their opinion, have added immensely to the 
Strength of the Congress and its General ^ ^ 

6th Sit Chimanlal Setalwad, the Liberal Leader, presiding over a pnblic meeting 
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in Bombay declared • 'Whatever may be our grievances against Britain, it is 
clearly the duty of every Indian now to support her to win this war ” 
Sir Gawsjee Jehangir, m his speech, asked the audience to visualize the fate of 
India nndei the Nazis It might be argued (he added) that if England won the 
war there might not be riiuch difference in the condition of India But if 
Hitler won the war, it was the opinion of all the clearest thinkers in this 
country, that India would be used for the utilitarian purposes of Germany 
and Italy and there would be an end to civil liberties and aspirations of India 
Mr fo featvamurti, in the couise of a speech at Coimbatore, said that the 
attitude that the Congress had been compelled to take was intellectually sound, 
honest and unanswerable 

7th Mr S Srinivas Iyengar, a former President of the Indian National 

Congress, presiding over a meeting at Alundar, Madias, said “Ihe Gospel of 
non-violence is good for a Sanyasi, a man who has renounced the world and 
who finds happiness in surrender But this \m 11 not do for one who wants to 
live an active life, much less for a nation Continuing Mr Iyengar said '‘This 
IS a gosp4^f cowardice If some brave men can be non-violent, many more 
people wno cowards can take shelter under it To accept this creed 
IS not patriotism.*- It is a direct invitation to other countries to invade India 
and plunder the country as happened formerly 
Mr M N Eoy said at Dehra Dun, “To enable India to make the fullest 
contribution to the iniimph of demociatic and piogiessive forces, her war efforts 
must be demociatized ” 

E fcir Aithur Hope, Governor of Madias presiding over a public meeting 
m Madras, said ‘ Thia. is a war for demoorary This is a war to see that we 
have a right to live m future as a civilized nation whether in India or in 
Britain This is a -War which is fought by the common people as well as the 
ruling classes and this is a war in which eveiyman, woman and child can help 
to win, whether here or in other parts of the Empire ” 

Master A]it Singh, General Secretary of the Shiromani Akali Dal, in the 
course of his presidential address at the Akali Political Conference, Lahore, 
said “The only way open to the Congress to win the hearts of the Sikhs is 
to make a clear and unequivocal declaration accepting their demands ” 

8th Pandit Javvhailal Nehru, addiessing a public-' meeting tit Gorakhpur, said . 
“The war has made it clear that smaller nations could not exist as separate 
entities” He added that it was difficult even for greater nations to claim 
separate existence or to command wide empires -Qne had to ttenk of fedeiations 
of nations ^ 

A Piess Statement from Simla observed ‘Ibflift,>ls now in a position to 
provide her own military requirements in the way of ammunition, light armament 
and other equipment India, it is understood, is also preparing for the day 
when she will be able to supply enormous quotas of these items to the Alliea 
forces overseas ” 

Dewan Bahadur K Siinivasan, in a statement to the Press from Madras 
declared *‘^Ir Gandhi and the Congress have done more harm than good in 
their treatment of the Scheduled classes 

Mr C Eajagopalachari, addressing a meeting of the residents of Halls 
Garden Eojapettah, Madras, dwelt at length on the work of Mahatma Gandhi 
for the uplift of the Harijans and observed that he would without exaggeration 
say that there was no truer, no greater friend and servant of the Harijans than 
Mahatma Gandhi It was the duty of all lovers of India to help him 

9th Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President, informed the Press that 
the All-India Congress Parliamentary Sub Committee took disciplinary action 
against Sj Sarat Chandra Bose, Leader of the Congress Assembly Party in 
Bengal, and expelled him from the party 
Mr L fe Amery presided at the East India Association meeting at Caxton 
Hall when Lord Erskin read a paper on * Madras and the new constitution ” 

Lord Erskine began by saving that it was certainly true that Madras was 
quite ready to receive a large measure of Self-Government inherent in the 
India Act of 1935 since the Montagu-Chelmsford Eeforms had worked better m 
Madras than elsewhere 

Mr Vi]a>alaxmi Pandit addressing a meeting at Cawnpore, said “Every 
woman in this country should be ready to take part nr the struggle for freedom ” 
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A resolution passed by the Working; Commiftee of tbe Piovxncial Moslem 
League at Karachi, expressed the hope that the Hindu organizations in Sind 
-would co-operate with the President of the Siud Piovincial Moslem League in 
easing the communal situation 

Sardar Bahadur Sardai Sant Singh, Minister, Kapurthala State, in an 
Intel view at Lahore stated *‘The whole of the Sikh Panth, from Prince to 
Peasant, is united today m a win-the-war effoit” 

10th The Government of Madias, in leviewing the annual leport foi 1939 of 
civil hospitals and dispensaiies of modem medicine, observed *‘The Government 
learn with satisfaction that the use of hospitals by the sick has become more 
popular and that theie is a gieater tendency to take advantage of the most 
modern methods’* 

11th The Congiess Working Committee met at Waidha at Beth Jamnalal 
BajaVs Guest House Maulana Abul Kalam Azad piesided ]\Iahatma 
Gandhi who was invested with full poweis by the Bombay meeting 
of the All-Tndia Congress Committee, was piesent Among otheis v^o attended 
were Sardai Patel, Mrs Saiojini Naidu, Pandit JawharHl Nehiu, Mr G 
Ea 3 agopalachaii, Mr Bhulabhai Desai, Achana Kiipalani, Pait^li Govind Balhbh 
Pant, Ml Shankar Kao Deo, Di Profulla Chandia Ghosh, Seth Jamnalal Baiai. 
Khan Abdul Gaftar Khan and Mi Asaf All v 

Neaily a dozen air raid shelters were built in Bombay: ilost of thenfivere of 
the Anderson type ^ 

Bii Heuiy Giaik, Governor of the Punjab, replying to an address oT weloAme 
at Amritsai, made the statement that those uho refused to make any sacrifice 
for the liberty of mankind could not expect to share the fiuits of that liberty" 

Di P V Naidu, President, PiOMncial Hindu Mahasabha (Madras) Wrote 
“The T\^enty-second session of the All-India Hindu Mahasabba will be held on 
December 27, 28. 29 (1940) at Maduia, the most ancient and bistojic’^ity of the 
Hindus in South India ” 

12th At the resumed sitting of the Congress Woiking Committee at Wardho. the 
President stated ‘Iheie can be no going back on the Bombay lesolution , the 
only question befoie us^is what foim the stiuggle should take” 

*The Woikiug Committee of All-India Hindu League (m Neu Delhi) decided 
upon the creation of an anti^Pakistan fiont Mr M S Ancy, President of the 
League, ptesided The meeting authoiized its president, Mi. Ane\, to invite the 
CO operation o^ the Congress, the Hindu Mahasabha, the National Liberal 
federation, Sikh organizatujus and othei bodies fox joint deliberations to fight 
the Pakistan scheme - - 

Mrs Vijaylaxmi Pandit left for Bulandshar in puisuance of the decision of 
the United PiOMnces Congiess Committee to depute prominent Congress Leaders 
to tour important distiicts of the province 
The Congiess Working Committee issued the following resolution "The 
Working Committee considered the report presented by Dr Siibbaroyan and Mr, 
R K L Nand Keolyar upon tbe afifaus of the Kerala Provincial Congress 
Committee In view" of the circumstances repoited, the Woiking Committee 
appoint (1) Mr E K L Nand Keolyar, (2) Mr ]\I P Govmda Menon, and 
(3) Mr C K Govmdan Nair, to take charge of the Kerala Provincial Congress 
Committee and carry on the woik in the piovmce till further instructions weie 
forthcoming This committee of three shall exercise all the functions of the 
Kerala Provincial Congress Committee 

The Congress Working Committee passed a resolution on the report of Mr^ 
Bhulabhai Desai and Mr Asaf All relating to the Goodwill Mission to Wazms- 
tan and stated iriter aha “The Committee are convinced that the policy so far 
followed bv tbe Government of the frontier is wiong and harmful and has 
completely" failed The people of India will gladly develop friendly contacts with 
the transbordei tribes and thus put and end to a conflict Bhich is haimful 
to both 

The Mysore Representative Assembly met in the Jagamohan Palace pavilion 
with Sir Jklirza M Ismail, Dewan President, in the chair 

13th The Congress Working Committee s three day session concluded at Wardha 
The Committee approved Mahatma Gandhi’s plan for individual' civil disobedience 
by a limited number of Satyagrabis chosen by him Tbe committee ^ issued the 
following statement : ‘"The Working Committee met at thq instance 
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Gandhi and listened to the account of his talks ^ith the Viceroy and the plan of 
campaign in so far as he has been able to envisage it 
“Ihe Working' Committee approved of ivhat he has done and repeated the 
instructions given to Congressmen and Congress Committees by the A I C C 
at its last meeting in Bombay, that they vronld give him the fullest possible 
CO operation in all that he may require or expect them to do ” 

Mahatma Gandhi iivrote in the Hartjan “It is difficult for those 'who suffer 
at Bntish hands to shed either their dislike of or a disinclination to help them 
But the present is a real testing time for ahimsa which alone can throw light on 
our path 

The Working Committee of the A I Hindu League concluded its two day 
session in New Delhi after passing several resolutions The Committee differed 
from the opinion of the Congress Working Committee embodied in the resolution 
passed in Bombay, which had failed to take a realistic view of the situation and 
give a correct lead to the country at this critical hour 

14th The Federal Court in New Delhi heard arguments in one of a senes of cases 
beanng €n the Moneylenders’ Act, passed by a number of provincial 
legislatures ** ^ 

The Mysore University Convocation was held at the Jagamohan Palace, 
Mysore H H Sri Jayachamaraja Wodiyar presided 

^ S Satvamurtfr Mayor of Madras, presiding over the fifteenth anniversary of 
the Devakotta fearas-Wathi Va^^agasalai at Devakotta, complimented the members 
the Pleading Boom on effectively putting a stop to animal sacrifices on festive 
occasions and on their city cleaning campaign and othei national welfare work 
for, the last 15 years ^ 

The Pun]ab Provincial Moslem League at Lahore, formulated a five year plan 
to enrol at least eight lakhs of members m the province 

15th KhtuKBahaduT Allah Buksh, cx Premier of Sind, in the course of a Press 
interview at Karachi, that the joining of all Nationalist Moslem raemherB of the 
Bind Assembly with the Congress Party in the Legislature and the ,di awing up 
of a common programme to educate the masses so as to raise them ' politically 
and teach the province to give up its present communal ontlook, Was the only 
way of saving Sind from drifting into the hands of rank communalisfs 
Mahatma Gandhi in the course of a statement^ from Sev^rara, said *‘This 
will be the last civil disobedience which I will conduct NalUially 1 would want 
it to be as flawless as it can be” * ^ 

His Excellency the Governor of Madras, addressing a meeting at 

Ootacamund, made a fervent appeal to all people to ^recogn;^ that if the war was 
not won, the world would be very different from what they 'wished it to be 
In response to the representation made by the Gujranwala District Congress 
Committee to the Working Committee of the A I 0 C to attend to the differ- 
ences between the Sikhs and the Congress in the Punjab, Pandit Jawharlal Nehru 
Bent a letter to the General Secretary of the Gujranwaia Committee, stating 
tnier aha “Your resolution has my sympathy in so far as I regret any 
differences between the Congress and Sikhs It is strange, however, that you 
address the Congress Committee to attend to these diffeiences They have done 
or said nothing to create any differences ” 

16th A statement issued by the Executive Committee of the provincial League of 
Radical Congressmen (Bengal) said ‘‘The action of the United Provinces 
Congress Committee in suspending Mr M N Roy from membership of the 
Congress for one year is a negation of democracy ” 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru returned to Allahabad after attending the Working 
Committee meeting at Wardha ^ 

Mr G V S Corea, Minister for Labour, Industries and Commerce, Govern- 
ment of Ceylon, who amved in Madras from Tn van drum, interviewed by a Press 
reprepentative, said ' I go to Indo Ceylon Conference fully convinced that the 
settlement of such differences as may have arisen could and would be solved for 
I feel that the repiesentatives of the two Governments will approach the problem 
with sympathy, understanding and goodwill towards each other ” 

Ha%oc was caused by cyclonic storms which swept Bombay Railway traffic 
was seriously disorganized and telegraph and telephone communication dislocated 
while many people lost their lives 

feir P 6 Biraswamy Iyer in an intemew m Madras on Mahatma Gandhi’s 
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Btatement, said ‘‘By endorsing a plan of action '^hicli is aiost ill-adnsed and 
calculated to jeopardise the safe^ and best interests of the country the Congress 
will be betraying the true interests of the country and making its^f the lauf^ino' 
stock of all sensible and patriotic people” ^ 

Sir A P Patro obserred “ Non-violence would never bring about political 
and constitutional changes in the country It is a philosophy of inaction or 
non-action which would not help in practical life or stage-craft ” 

17th Mr Vinoba Bhave under instructions from Mahatma Gandhi, addressed a 
meeting at Panam of about three hundred persons Ihe audience included Seth 
Jamnalal Bajaj, Mr Llahadei Desai and about 50 women from the Mahila 
Ashram at Wardha Mr Bhave said that the Congress would not on et^cal 
grounds, help Great Britain in her war effort He wondered why Great Bntain 
claimed to fight for democracy, which she denied to India 

18th Delegates began to arrive in New Delhi for the Eastern Group Conference to 
discuss war supply questions 

The manifold activities of the Eamkrishna Mission and it^ world wide 
ramifications were described in the report of the working the mission 
for 193S-39 

Mr Y D Savarkar, President of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha sent a 
telegram to the Sind Governor urging him to take over the administration of Ihe 
Law and Order departments immediately in view of the 'increasing number of 
members of Hindus in the province Mr Savarkar assured His Excellency that 
the Mahasabha would suppoit him in all the drastic measures taken root out 
lawlessness ^ 

19th H E Sir Maurice Hallett, Governor of the United Provinces, welcoming the 
members of the Roger Mission to Cawnpore, declared • * It is the i^ar and 
nothing but the war and every thing else must be left out of account ” 

The Mysore Rastnya Mahasabha held a public meeting at Subharayan Here 
maidan with Mr H B G Gouda in the chair 

20th, Delegates to the Eastern Group Conference from Australia, Malaya and 
Burma arrived in Calcutta 

-The disciplinary action taken by the Congress High Command acainst S] 
Sarat Chandra Bose Leadei of the Bengal Congress parliamentary Partv, was 
condemned at a^public meeting in Calcutta under the auspices of the All-India 
Youth League Sardar Sardul Singh Gaveesher of the Punjab, President of the 
All- India forward Bloc, was in the chair 

2lBt The Council of the" Western India National Liberal Association (Bombav) m 
a statement declared ‘ In the interest of India herself, it would be suicidal to 
do anything that is likely to prejudice Britain’s efforts m her life and death 
struggle and it is nothing short of the greatest disservice to the country to lose 
the present of helping m the better defence of the country 'and m ultimate 
political freedom ’ 

In the Central Assembly, a resolution demanding the grant of Dominion 
Status of the Westminster Statute variety to India obtained last place in the 
ballot The resolution was in the name of Mr Abdul Rashid Chaiidhury 

Sir Walter Massey Greene, leader of the Australian delegation to the Eastern 
Group Conference observed in a statement • “What the Eastern Group Confer- 
ence is concerned with, as I understand it, is the battle on the home front If 
all the resources of Britain’s Eastern Empire are only marshalled we can fake a 
great strain off the shoulders of Bntain and make a very valuable contnbution 
to our common war eftort ” 

The Allama Mashnqui, leader of the Khaksar movement m India, had 
authorized him to offer financial help from the Khaksar organization for fitting 
up a fighter aircraft for the defence of the Bntish Empire, was revealed in the 
course of a statement to the Press issued by Aga Ghaznafarali Shah of Buland- 
shar, Hakim-i-Ala of the Hiaksars of Burma, 

An amendment to the Defence Rules published m a Gazette of India Extra- 
ordinary laid down that “The Central Government or the Provincial Govern- 
ment may, for the purpose of securing the defence of British India the public 
safety, the maintenance of public order or the efficient prosecutioruof-ihe war by 
an order addressed to a printer, publisher, or editor or to printers^ publishers, 
editors generally (a) require tnat all matter or any matter a 
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Following the resignation of Master Tara Singh, President of the Shiromoni 
Guidwaia Prabandhak Committee, from the Congress, Master A]it Singh, General 
Secretaiy of the Shiiomoni Akali Dal also resigned 

26th H E the Governor of Bengal addressed a meeting of the Darjeeling 
district war committee at Darjeeling Bengal’s war effort earned a tribute 
from the Governor 

Mr Savarkar, President of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha wrote a letter to 
H H the Maharaja of Kashmir, congratulating him on hrs recognizing Hindi 
Script and granting it an equal status with Urdu in the State 
Sardar Valiabhbhai Patel, addressing a meeting of the Gujrat Provincial 
Congress Committee at Ahmedabad, declared “Mahatma Gandhi is conducting 
hiB non-violent experiment in the midst of violence raging in the world with 
consummate tact and experience of the past struggles You have not to fill the 
jails or non-cooperate in any way but devote your full time to the vigorous 
prosecution of the constructive programme of the Congress ” 

At the fourteenth session of the Indian Medical Council held in New Delhi, 
under the presidency of Dr B C Roy, the constitution of a General Reciprocity 
Board for purposes of facilitating reciprocal recognition of medioffl' qualifications 
between India and various countries comprising the British *i?ommonwealth and 
the creation of an All-lndia Medical Register were among the decisions taken 

27th The Central Executive Council of the League o^ Radical Congressmen 
concluded its meeting at Meerut The Council expressed the view that “the 
Victory of Fascist powers would seriously prejudice the cause of India and 
Radical Congressmen, theiefoie, could not approve, even tacitly, of the policy of 
the Congress leaders regarding the war ” 

Ml M S Anev, replying to felicitations extended to him at a function 
arranged in his honour in Bombay, made the plea that all political parties in 
India, whatever then persuasions and lines who believed in the freedom of India 
and the integrity of the Nation should rally on one common platform to 
frustrate the Pakistan ideal and achieve the independence of India 
The delegates to the Eastern Group Coufeience, in New Delhi, sent a message 
to the British Prime Minister through H E the Viceroy in reply to the 
former’s* message communicated to them at the opening of the conference 
Maulana A K* A^ad, 4n the course of a letter to the Secretary of the Bengal 
Congress Parliamentary Party, stated “Not a single heart in Bengal would be 
more pained ^at the present decadence in the political life of the province than 
mine, and all that I am doing is a result of that pain ” 

Sj Santosh Kuonar ^"Bose, the Deputy Leader of the Bengal Congress 
Parliamentary Party," replying to the Congress President’s letter appealed to the 
Maulana Saheb to withdraw the disciplinary action taken against Sj Saiat 
Chandra Bose in order to “save the Congress Party and the entire opposition 
in the Bengal Assembly from the inevitable doom ” 

The Central Executive of the Radical League, adopted a resolution proposing 
a joint conference of representatives of various groups to discuss the possibility 
of forming a National Democratic Bloc as the basis for coalition cabinets 

28t The Punjab Government passed orders for the release of 617 Khaksar 
prisoners The cases of remaining Khaksar prisoners not convicted of offences 
involving violence were being examined 

H H the Maharaja of Travancore presided over the Second Annual 

Convocation of the Travancore University 

29lh Mr N R Sarkai, ex-Finauce Minister, Bengal, in a Press statement on the 
Eastern Group Conference in New Delhi, remarked “Active and willing 
Co-operation in the organization of war effort by the Indian mercantile 
community depends in a large measure upon the way in which the Indian 
personnel will be treated in the deliberations of the conference ” 

Sj Subhas Chandra Bose was declared elected to the Central Legislative 
Assembly at the by-election in the Dacca Division non-Mohammedan Rural 
Constituency The vacancy was caused by the death of Mi Surya Kumar 
Bhome 

Warm tributes to the work of Mr S Satyamurti, the retiring Mayor of 
Madras, were paid by several councillors and commissioners of the Corporation. 

30th His Excellency Sir Henry Craik, Governor of the Punjab in th% course of 
a spseah at Shiikhiipura made a forceful appeal to the urban classea IZi make 
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sacrifices for the common cause He said ‘‘Almost every day the tide creeps 
forward We cannot assume that it will halt before it reaches Indians frontiers 
Mr Bunde Ali, the Premier, in a statement made an appeal to the people 
of Bind to co-operate with the Government in its difficult task of stamping out 
lawlessness and restoring normal conditions in the province 
Sir Abdulla Haroon President of the Sind Provincial Moslem League, issued 
a statement embodying a written message from the Pir of Bharchundi 
condemning the murders in the Kohn Du ision and appealing to his disciples 
to assist the Ministry in stopping lawlessness 

Slst Pandit Jawhailal Nehru was arrested at Chheski (Alhhabad) The Pandit 
was returning to Allahabad fiom Waidha aftei his talks with Mahatma Gandhi 
Kawab Ismail Khan and Ghaudhury Khaliq-uz-Zaman, leaders of the Provincial 
Moslem League had an interview with the Governor at Lucknow —It was 
undeistood that the mam topic of discussion was the Goveinor's invitation to 
them to pm the provincial War Help Committee 
Ml Kiran Sankai Roy, General Secietaiy of the Bengal Congiess Pailiaracntary 
Part}, in r statement to the Piess mamlained that while admitting that theie 
was not member in the paity who did not smceiely deploie the 

circumstances wmch led to the disciplmaiy action against Sj fearat Chandra 
Bose, the Leadei"‘of the Bengal Congress Parliamentaiy Paity, ‘’the issuing of 
a, whip contrary to the decision of the Pailiamcntaiy Sub-Committee, was a clear 
breach of discipline \ 


' ^ November 1940 

’-W * ^ 

H E the Viceioy’s address on the political situation in India 
and the Seoretaiy of State's announcement; atti acted a good ' deal of 
attention The lejection of the offer made by the Viceroy on behalf 
of His Majesty's Government, v?as regretted ahka both by the Viceroy 
and. the Secretary of State for India r s 

Lord Linlithgow's term of office as Viceroy ‘’was exteladed for a year 
The Central Legislative Assembly began its' sessmix in New Delhi 
The Woiking Committee of the Congiess decide'cl‘tfiat the Congress 
group might attend it, m older to oppose the Finance Bill — The 
object of the Bill was to raise additional revenue necessary because 
of the expenditure on war preparations An addition of 25 p c to 

the income tax was its chief feature Theia were also incieased 

charges foi lettei postage and telegrams 

The Eastern Gioup Conference Sub-Committees were at work m 
New Delhi 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehiu was sentenced to three terms of 16 months’ 
ngoious imprisonment to run consecutively, for anti-war speeches made 
in Gorakhpur district 

Mahatma Gandhi abandoned his intention to fast, as Congress 
agreed to an extension of individual Satyagraha 

Gandhiji, replying to Pandit Malaviya's message appealing to him 
not to undertake a fast, said “I am in God's hands "Will avoid 
if possible ” 

In the Central Assembly the Finance Bill was discussed 
Mahatma Gandhi decided on an extension of individual civil 
disobedienca and drew up a list of 1500 Satyagrahis, including some 
members of the Congress Woiking Committee. 

Tbs Governnient of India withdrew its Press regulations’ 
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The Government of Bengal sent a message to both Houses of 
the Legislature requesting them to reconsider clauses of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill 1939 in the light of his recommendations 
and to accept them or reject them in toto 

Calcutta gave a civil reception to the Chinese Goodwill Mission 
The Central Legislative Assembly rejected the supplementary Einance 
Bill by 55 votes to 53 When the Viceroy returned it in a recom- 
mended form, it was again rejected by the same majority Members 
of tbe Moslem League did not vote 

The Viceroy in an address to the Assembly and the Secretary 
of State in tbe Commons said that the British Government stood 
by its declaration of August 7 and though the proposals for the expansion 
of the Viceroy’s Executive Council and the establishment of a War 
Advisory Council were kept in abeyance the offer stood ^and the 
door was open j-*'" 

In consequence of Mahatma Gandhi’s extension c? 'Selective indivi- 
dual civil disobedience a number of prominent Coilgiess leaders xteie 
arrested They included two ex-Premieis of CongieCs Governments,*^ 
India’s war effort was described in detail in the Viceroy’s address 
and the India Secretary’s speech 

Among Satyagiahis arrested were the former Premiers of the 

XJ P and the C P Pandit Govind Ballabli Pant and Mr Bavi 

Sankai Sbukla, as well as several former Ministers, ineludmg Dr K N 

Katjn, Ml T Piakasam and Mr B Gopala Eeddi 

The Eastern Group Conference came to an end, but its work was 

to be continued b> a small committee 

In Bengal, attempts were being made to bring about a settlement 

between Sj Bavat ^Chandra Bose, who led the Congress Cpposition 

m the Bengal Legislatave Assembly and was ordered by the Congress 

to resign fiom-ihe A|semblj^ and the Congress Working Committee 
-• <1 ^ 

1st Mr M Eoj m a Press statement fiom New Delhi, stiessed the need 

for a new political narty in India, in view of the world crisis The rise of such 
a party, he said, was a histoiical necessity 
H E the Maichioness of Linlithgow issued an appeal for the Association 
for Moral and Social Hygiene in India 

Sir Manmatha Mukherjee, President, Bengal Provincial Hindu Mahasabha, 
commenting on the disciplinary action taken against S] Sarat Chandra Bose, 
expiessed the opinion that the Congress High Command hardly took any notice 
of Bengal, except when ‘it wants to punish oi expel its outstanding leaders ” 

Sii Sikandei Hyat Khan, Premier of the Punjab addressing a public meeting 
at Lahore, in connexion with the “Muslim Countiies Day”, took the opportunity 
to elaborate his chaiges against Mahatma Gandhi The j\Iahatma’s campaign, he 
said, amounted not only to stabbing Britain in the back but also to a betrayal 
of the best interests of India and the Islamic woild 
Ml M A Jinnah, Piesident of the All-India Moslem League, addressing 
a public meeting in Bombay declared “It is our duty to help our Muslim 
lirethren whereiei they may be, from China to Peru, because Islam enjoins that 
it IB our duty to go to the rescue of oui ^luslim brethren ” The meeting was 
held m obseriance of the “Muslim Countries Day” 

A communique from New Delhi stated “The following announcement has 
been made from No 10 Downing Street His Majesty the King has been 
pleased to approve the retention of his office by H E the Marquess of 
Linlithgow, PCKt, GMSi, GMIE, CBE,TO, Viceioy and Governor-General 
of India for a further period of one year from April 1910 

2nd The Prime Minister conveyed the following message to the Eastern Group 
Conference in* New Delhi, through H E the Viceroy —“Please convey to 
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representatives of the DominionB, India, the Colonies and Mandated territories 
assembled in the Eastein Gioup Conference my appreciation of their encouraging 
message I an confident that their decisions ^vill contribute most effectively to 
that victory which the Empire is united in its deteimination to win 
Sir Arthur Hope, Governor of Madias, addressing a public meeting at 
Anantpur (Madras) declared *‘The war vitally affects India, her men, vomen 
and children, because unless Great Britain and the British Empire win this war, 
it will be the end of civilization not only in Europe, but throughout the world ” 
Mr S Srinivas Iyengar, in the course of a lecture at Mylapoie (Madras), 
suggested a new order based on non-party democracies, reasonably militarist and 
faiilj Socialist in character 

3rd The trial of Pandit Jawharlal Nehru began in the district ]ail at Gorakhpur 
before Mr G V Mess, Distnct Magistrate, Gorakhpur 
Mr M N Roy in a statement at Lucknow said ‘T have all along 
maintained that whatever might be the motive of the British ruling class, it is 
absurd to regard this war as England's war and be indifferent to its outcome 
As I have, ported out fiora the beginning it has become India’s war ” 

The annual li Reunion held on the Calcutta maidan attracted a representative 
gathering Mrr Tazlul Huq, in declaring the function open, appealed for unity 
among Moslems, who he said, were now at the parting of ways and whose 
further position woqld depend on the course they adopted Moslems should try 
and develop along ^the progressive lines of the best races in the world He 
implored Moslems to work for the benefit of the world of Islam and never to 
forget this duty to the Holy Prophet 

4th H' E the Viceroy in opening the 11th meeting of the Central Board of 
Irrigation in New ^Delhi, made the following observations “My interest m 
agriculture andAO the welfare of the Indian cultivator in particular, is keen and 
abiding, and i£ therefore, gives me a very special sense of pleasure to ..have this 
oppoitunity of meeting and speaking to those on whom, m this country, the 
fruitfulness of the land so largely depends ” 

Orders were reserved at Gorakhpur, in the case in which Pandit Jawharlal 
Nehru was charged under the Defence of India Rules in connexion with certaia 
speeches made by him 

At the Parsi Youth Conference at Karachi, which ^^jnet under the presidency 
of Di Jal Bulsara of Bombay, lesolutions regarding the educational, social, and 
political advancement of the Parsi community in Sind^TVere adopted 

5lh The autumn session of the Indian Legislative Assembly met in New Delhit 
Sir Abdur Rahim, President, was in the chair Congiess members weie absent, 
while Muslim League members numbeied about a dozen Other section of the 
House weie fully occupied 

Sir Jeremy Raisman, Finance Member, introduced a supplementary Finance 
Bill imposing a twenty-five p c surcharge for central purposes on all taxes on 
income, including Super tax and Corporation tax The Surcharge, which was 
expected to yield Rs 5 crores in a full year, would be imposed as a Federal 
Surcharge The entire proceeds would thus go to the centre to finance the war 
effort which was costing over Rs 20 lakhs a day 
The Congress Working Committee met at Wardha Maulana A K Azad, 
Congress President, presided The Committee discussed the general political 
situation in the country with particular reference to Pandit Jawharlal Nehiu’s 
conviction Mahatma Gandhi, who was present for the greater part of the meeting, 
acquainted the members with his correspondence with the Viceroy 
Pandit Nehru was sentenced by the District Magistrate of Gorakhpur on three 
charges under the Defence Rules to an aggregate term of four years’ rigorous 
imprisonment on three counts 

Cth The Congiess Working Committee passed the following resolution at Wardha 
“In view of the necessity to oppose the Bill introduced to finance the war, 
the Working Committee requests the Congress members of the Central Legislative 
Assembly to attend and take part in the proceedings relating to the Bill” 

Ml Bhulabhai Desai, Leader of the Congress Party in the Cential Legislature 
issued the following statement “In view of the necessity to oppose the Finance 
Bill introduced by the Government of India to finance the war, the Working 
Committee has declared that the Congress members of the Central Legislative 
0 ^ 
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Assembly should attend the Assembly for that purpose, I accordingly request all 
the members of the Congress Party to pioceed to Delhi immediately ” 

In the Central Legislative Assembly, the dissatisfaction expressed in an 
adjournment motion at the Government’s failure to call a meeting of the 
Central Assembly between April and November, found sympathy in many 
quarteis 

The President announced in the Central Assembly that Pandit Lakshmi Kant 
Maitra’s adjournment motion had been disallowed by the Governor-General 
on the ground that it related to a mattei which was not primarily the concern 
of the Governoi-General-in Council 

The Assembly, discussing non-official resolutions, rejected without a division, 
the one moved last session by Sir Eaja Ah recommending the appointment 
of a committee of officials and non-ofhcials to examine the Government of 
India’s fiscal policy 

Mr D V Savaikar issued a long statement from Bombay, on Pandit Jawhar- 
lal’s sentence and the attitude of the Congress and the Hindu Sabha 

Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, Premiei of the Punjab, addiessing a public meeting 
at Montgomeiy, declaied “It is a hard fact that unless the force%-.oi^azi and 
Fascist aggression are effectively checked and overcome, a dn^tious" future is 
in store not only for the Moslem countries m the Near,im4 AJaddle East but 
ultimately for India herself ” 4 ^ 

7th Mahatma Gandhi in an interview at Wardha said “In ^ew of the extension 
of individual civil disobedience, the idea of a fast ^naturally remains^ in 
abeyance ” 

In the Central Assembly, Sir Ziauddm Ahmed asked the Finance Minister 
to lay on the table a list of expenditure, votable and non-Totable, which h^ had 
sanctioned outside the budget for 1940-41 Sii Jeiemy^ Eaismau referred the 
questioner to the statement made by him on the opening, day pxpTuming the 
financial- position 

The BihaT Provincial Hindu Sabha sent the names of Mr V D Savarkar, 
Sir M- N^ Mukei-ji, Mr Shyamapiosad Mukeiji, Dr B S Moonje and 
Mr B L Bhopatkar for nomination to the Presidentship of the All-India 
session of the Hindu Mahasabha at Maduia 

Mt Mehar Chand, Office Secretary, the Punjab Socialist Party, was arrested 
at Lahore, under Etile_.129 of the Defence of India Eules 

Questioned iiP theV House of Commons regarding the trial and sentence on 
Pandit Nehru,* Mr- Aifiery stated ‘Pandit Nehru was prosecuted under the 
Defence of India" rules' He was charged I understand, with deliveiing speeches 
in the early part of October of a character likely to prejudice reciuitment and 
stir up disaffection and feelings of enmity between diffeient classes of His 
Majesty’s subjects and influence public opinion m a manner likely to be preju- 
dicial to the successful prosecution of the War I have not yet received the full 
report but I have seen messages that he was found guilty and sentenced to four 
years’ impnsonment” 

In the Central Assembly, Sir Eegiuald Maxwell, Home Member, in reply to a 
question put by Sir Ziauddm Ahmed said that the Government had received no 
offer from Allama Mashiiqui, the Khaksar leader, to give soldiers to fight for 
the British 

Mr M A Jinnah issued the following statement from Bombay “In accordance 
with the resolution of 29th September of the Council of the All-India Muslim 
League, authorising me as President to decide the date and venue of the next 
annual session of the All-India Muslim League, I have, after considering the 
vaiious proposals and invitations fiom diffeient provinces, finally accepted the 
invitation of the Madras Provincial Muslim League to hold the next session in 
Madras during the Easter Holidays ” 

8th* All the members of the Congress Working Committee met at Waidha 
Mahatma Gandhi was present at the meeting The Committee came to ceitam 
tentative decisions regarding the conduct of Congress affairs in so far as civil 
disobedience was concerned 

In the Central Assembly, five official Bills were passed after a brief debate 
Four of the Bills related to the Defence Depaitment and were amendments to 
the Indian Woiks of Defence Act, the Indian Navy Discipline Act (two amend- 
ments) and the Indian Cantonment Act The fifth, moved by Sir Zafrulla 
Khan, was to repeal certain enactments and amend certain other enactmei^s* 
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Sir Jeremy Eaisnian, Piria6ce Member, wanted to remove hardships and anoma- 
lies in the operation of the Excess Piofits Tax Act by an amending Bill 

Maulana Azad, Congress President, in a Press statement at Wardha said 
“For the present, th^re was no question of Mr Gandhi^s fast As for the 
Congress programme, the scheme of individual civil disobedience as "directed and 
guided by Mr Gandhi stood ” 

Dr Eajendra Prasad addressing a meeting of Congress Workers at Jubbulpore, 
said that Mahatma Gandhi had postponed his fast only for the time being, but 
he had not given up the idea or changed his programme The only question 
before Mahatma Gandhi, Dr Prasad added, was when and on what issue he 
should undertake the fast 

9th The sentence of eighteen months^ rigorous impiisonment awarded to Mr 
Maganlal Bagdi, a Socialist leader, was reduced to nine months on appeal by the 
District and Sssion Judge, Nagpur 

Dr Eajendra Prasad, in an interview at Patna stated that the members of the 
Congress Party in the Central Legislature, had been permitted to participate only 
in the6%»'d*fioussions in the Central Asserablv, which related to the Finance Bill 
He tidded the Woi king Committee had however, given permission to the 
Congress PaJt^Sr attending any other also which might be in connexion with 
-war effort involving flesh taxation 

The death occurred of Mr Ne\ille Chamberlain, ex-Premier of Britain at his 
iiountry-home at Sampshue 

loth H E Tai Chi Toa^ Member of the State Council and President of Examination 
Yuan of the Chi nesejGrovern men t, who was on a goodwill visit to Buz m a and 
India, arrived in Calcutta 

Mahatma Gandhi, under the captain, “To The Eeader” wiote in the Hartjan 

“You musiyhave seen through my Press notice that the publication of the 
Harijan and the other two weeklies have been suspended In it X expressed 
the hope that the suspension might be only for a week But I sec that the hope 
had no real foundation “I shall miss my weekly talks with you, as I ^expect you, 
too, will miss them The value of those talks consisted in their being a faithful 
record of my deepest thoughts Such expression is impossible m a caamped 
atmosphere As I have no desire to offei civil disobedienc^I^ cannot wnto freely '' 

11th In the Central Assembly, members of the Congress Ear ty ^tjended the session 
Mr Bhulabhai Desai took his place as leader of •'^he Gdngress Paity Mr 
Jinnah also appeared for the debate on the Finance 

Sir Jeremy Eaisman made a statement on the Finance Bill, the back ground 
to which, be explained, was given in his comprehensive review of the financial 
position when the session opened He spoke, therefore, only about the piovisions 
of the Bill Itself Mr fo Satyamurti gave the Congress reasons foi not supporting 
the Bill The Government, he declared, were getting from India men, materials 
and money, but they were not enjoying the whole-hearted intellectual and moral 
CO operation jof the people His paity was determined not to pay up for 
a war in the declaration of which tney had no part 

Mr K brinivasam, Managing Editor of the Hindu^ in his opening address 
as Piesident of the Newspaper Editors’ Confeience in New Delhi mentioned the 
withdrawal of the order under the Defence Eegulations prohibiting publication of 
matter calculated directly or induectly to foment opposition to tne successful 
prosecution of the war 

Owing to the war the usual ceremonial in connexion with Armistice Day was 
not held in Calcutta but the customary two minutes’ silence in honour of the dead 
was observed 

t2th In the Central Assembly, during question time, Sir Andrew Glow, Communi- 
cations Member, informed Maulavi Abdul Easbeed Chowdhury that the cause of 
the accident to the Dacca Llail on August 5, was the removal of a rail fiom the 
track —No inquiiy Committee had been appointed, but the accident was inquired 
into by the Senior Government Inspector of Eailways and a copy of his report 
was in the library 

In the Assam Assembly, the Decree Settlement Bill 1938, was referred to a 
Select Committee 

The House by 53 to 44 votes rejected an adjournment motion tabled by the 
Opposition to discuss the action of the Government in framing fend putting into 
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operation rules under the Indian Motor Yehicles Act, 1939, without min^ an 
opportunity to the House to consider the lules ’ 

Sir Sikander H^at Khan, Premier of the Punjab, m the course of a speech at 
Lahore demanded the withdrawal by Mahatma Gandhi of his remarks m the 
Harijan that the Punjab was a reciiuting ground for mercenary soldiers 
Pandit G B Pant, ex-Premier of the United Provinces and a member of the 
Congiess Working Committee addressing a public meeting at Jhansi declared 
“We praise the heioic resistance of the British people who, despite the 
indiscriminate bombing of their cities, the destruction of their homes, hearths, 
families and kith and lun, are bearing these sacrifices cheerfully and courageously ” 

13th, In the Central Legislative Assembly, discussion continued on the Finance Bill 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal sent a message to both Houses of the 
Provincial Legislature regarding the Bengal lenancy (Amendment) Bill 1939, 
which was passed by both Houses, and was awaiting the Governor’s assent 
The message contained certain recommendations about some of the clauses 
and directed the legislature either to accept or to reject them, m toto, after 
due consideiation 

The Additional Chief Piesidency Magi sti ate of Calcutta, proceeded vrith the 
further hearing of the case in which Sj Subhas Chandia Bose charged hnder 
the Defence of India Eules 

Mahatma Gandhi drew up a list of nearly 1500 Congressmen, totrourt 
imprisonment by resorting to individual civil disobedience 

14lh H E Tai Chi Tao, Dr T K Tseng and the members of the Chhiese 
Gkioduill Mission were accorded a civil reception at the Town Hall, Calcutta, 

In order to increase the lieriod of enlistment of'hntiaints to the Eastern 
Frontier Eifles (Bengal Battalion) from three to seven, the Government of Bengal 
proposed to amend the Eastern Frontier Eifies (Bengal Batt'rlion) Act 
In the Assam Assembly, bir Muhammad Saadulln, Premier ” prel?hted a hat 
of supplementary demands for giants totalling Es 2,25,435 for the jear 1940-41 

15th In the Central Assembly, Mr C P Lawson of the European Group urged 
that maximum economy, maximum speed and maximum etficiency in India’s 
war effoit were the great essentials 

A communique issued from New Delhi said ‘The Standing Committee of the 
All-India Newspaper Editors’ Conference, has elected the following five persons 
to act as non-o&ciaP^Piess Advisers on behalf of the Conference with the Central 
Government Mr'Devadas Gandhi, Mi B J Krichner, Mr B Sbivarao, Mr, 
Deshbaudhu Gupta nnd Mi J N Sahni (convener) ’ 

16th Acharya J B Kripalani, General Secretary of the All-India Congress 
Committee issued the following circular to all provincial Congress Committees 
“Mahatma Gandhi issued mstiuctions on October 31 about what was to be 
done in case of Jawharlal’s anest Mahatma Gandhi’s mstiuctions reached the 
A I C C ofiice on the evening of November 3 These instructions say that no 
attempt should be made to coerce shopkeepers to close then shops and extra 
precautions should be taken to prevent noisy demonstiations ’ 

Sardar Vallabbbhai Patel notified the District Magistiate of Ahmedabad of his 
intention to offer Satyagraha, by dell^ell^g a speech in the compound of the 
District Local Board 

Planned ruial development, started by the Government of Bengal, was reported 
to be making steady progress . , i tt j 

Sir Manmatha Nath Mukhei-jee, President of the Bengal Provincial Hindu 
Mahasabha, presiding o\er the ninth Hindu Conference held at Krishnagar, 
declared that the Hindu Mahasabha was not an anti-national organization, that 
it was not harmful to the cause of the Moslems, and that its activities were not 
influenced by low political motives Dr B & Moonje, acting Presid^t of 
the All-India Hindu Mahasabha. Di Syamaprosad MuUieiji and Mr A G 
^ Chatterjee were among those present , 

An important recfommendation regarding Members of the Bengal Le^siative 
Assembly, who might be arrested, detained, convicted or imprisoned and thus 
prevented from attending the session of the Assembly or any meeting of 
any committee of the House was made by the Committee of Privileges of 
the Assembly 

17th Sardar Vallabbbhai Patel was arrested at Ahmedabad The arrest was under 
sec* 129 of the Defence of India Act, which empowered the detention of peisons 


-20 NOVEMBCP ’40 ] OHEONICLE OF EVENTS 45 

•who were acting or about to act in a prejudicial manner to'\vards the Buccessful 
prosecution of the War 

An interesting and instructive demonstration covering every phase of A E P 
activities was given in Calcutta 

Ml Bnjhl Bi^ani, President of the Vidarbha Provincial Congiess Committee, 
who started Satyagraha, was anested by the Deputy Commissioner, ALoIa, under 
the Defence of India Eules 

Mr A K Fazlul Huq, Premier of Bengal opening the fiist U P Moslem 
Students’ Conference at Allahabad, said ‘'lo a certain point communalism is 
essential — it is a kind of sacred feeling ” 

18th Mr Biswanath Das, former Orissa Premier and his two ex-colleagues in 
the Congiess Ministry receued an invitation from Wardha to meet Mahatma 
Gandhi on December 7 

In the Central Assembly during question time, Sii Ziauddin Ahmed asked 
W'hethei the Government had lentcd private houses in New Delhi for the 
accommodation of the extia members of tne Viceroy’s proposed expanded Cabinet 
Sir Eamaswami Mudaliai answered in the affirmative 

Tho^mifet notable speech in the Finance Bill debate on the question of India’s 
cojt)peratioHK-«4ic non-co-operation in the war effort, was made by the Leader of 
the House, Sir M^ZafrulIa Khan 

M N Eoy addressing the U P Moslem Students’ Conference at Allahabad, 
^id *‘The piesent constitutional deidlock can only be ended by Coalition 
Ministries in the proyinces ” 

leih The Central Assembly rejected by 55 \oles to 5^, the motion for consideration 
of the new Finance Bill The Moslem League Paity did not vote on the mqtion, 
while the Congress^ Nationalist Paity voted with the Congress bloc against the 
motion , 

Di T I?' S* Eajan, a foimer Minister of Madras, was arrested in Tnchinopoly 
under section 129 A Defence of India Eules ^ 

H h the Governor of Bengal, in a speech replying to addresses of welcome 
at Comilla, explained the cncumstances which had led to the depression in the 
jute trade Ihe present wai, he said, was a stinggle between the forces of 
tyranny and freedom, of civilized life and barbaiity , it was also an economic 
struggle in which the essential supplies of war were of paramount importance 

20th In the Central Legislative Assembly, on the rein trod nction in recommended 
form of the Supplementaiy Finance Bill, the House ^ oted bS m opposition and 
53 in support of the Government * 

H E the Viceroy, addiessing both Houses of the Central Legislature in New 
Delhi, said that in the matter of the expansion of his Executive Council, he had 
not secured the response that was hoped foi fiom political leaders in India 
His Excellency continued *‘His Majesty’s Goveinment note this conclusion 
with Binceie regret The pioposals in question would place real power and real 
responsibility in Indian hands Their acceptance would afford the most hopeful 
contribution which Indian political leaders could make at this critical time" ^ 
towards the preservation of Indian unity, and towaids an agreed constitutional 
settlement for the future His Blajesty’s Goveinment do not propose to 
withdraw them, and are still prepared to gi\e effect to them as soon as they are 
convinced that a sufficient degree of representative support is forthcoming But 
as that decree of support has e\idently not yet manifested itself, His Majesty’s 
Government ha've decided that I should not be justified in proceeding with the 
expansion of my Executive Council or the establishment of the War Advisory 
Council, at the present moment” 

Mr L 6 Amery, Secretary of State for India speaking in the House of 
Commons, recalled India’s great part in the last war when she put over 
1,500,000 trained men into the field on many fionts Mr Ameiy answered some 
cntitism about the political situation in India The British White Paper Offer, 
he affirmed, was not made in a half-hearted or tentative sense Even if the 
independence of India were declared tomoirow, India would foi many years 
ha\e to rely on the British frame woik in the Airay and the Air Porce 
He regretted that the Congress had rejected a gieat opportunity of real power 
and responsibility There was still, howe\er, nothing to prevent responsible 
leaders in India iiom thinking out among themselves the difficult and complex 
problem of the Indian constitution “We are only too willing to welcome and 
promote any such action ” o o auu 
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21st In the Central Assembly, Sardai Sant Singh suggested that the powers under 

the Defence of India Act uere being used by Provincial Governments at^ainst 
tneir political opponents «o«iuou 

The Assembly ag^ed after some criticism of the Government, to the motion 
of the Leader of the House, Sir Mohd Zafrulla Khan, to elect three members 
to serve for the remainder of the year on the Standing Committee to be 
attaclied to the Supply Department 

certified by the Governor-General It was laid on the 
table of the Council of State 

In the Council of State, all the non-officials who spoke on the subject 
supported Pandit H N Kanzru’s resolution asking for the construction of 
air-craft and automobiles in India 

Mr B G Kher, former Congress Premier of Bombay and Mr D N 
Vandiekar, a leading Congressman, were arrested in Bombay under Sec 129 of 
the Defence of India Act 


22 ud Sir N N Sircar, ex-Law Member of the Government joJNi'iisdia in a 
slutement on the speech of the Secretary of State for India iif? 4he House of 
Commons, said — ‘*To the Congress demand of the declaration of iniepen- 
dence after the war, Mr Amery has given a clear and emphatic negative I 
am one of those who has repeatedly said in public that India’s interest is -best 
served by ber remaining witbm the British Impire, I am for obvious reasons 
not criticizing Mr Amerj’s statement "What I do seriously complain of is 
Mr Amery’s discreet silence on the Moslem attitude in generarand in particular 
on what Mr Jinnah has even in his latest statement on the floor of the 
Assembly declared to be his ultimate and indispensable goaT-^Baiistafa'^’’ 

The Council of State passed 12 Bills passed by the Central Legislative 
Assembly 

Three former Congress Ministers of the Central provinces (Pandit Dvrarka 
Prasad Misia, Mr S Y Gokhale and C J Bharucha; were sentenced to a year’s 
ngoroivs imprisonment each, m connexion uith the Satyagraha campaign 

23rd i\Iaulana Azad said at Karachi, “The present action of the Congress is 
the only reply which the country can give to Mr Araeiy’s statement in the 
House of Commons ” 

Mr M A Jinnah, President of the Moslem League, in a speech in New Delhi, 
declared* “The spokesmen of the British Government have recently declared 
that the door for negotiations is still open We the Moslems also re-echo the 
statement and say that the door for negotiations is still open ” 

At the annual constituent conference of the All-India Women’s Conference, 
Calcutta Branch, vaiious matters relating to the status of women educationally 
and socially were discussed Mr A N Chaudhuri presided 
Khan Bahadur Allah Bux, ex-Premier and Leader of the Opposition in the 
Sind Assembly, was sworn in as Ministers at the Government House, in the 
place of Mr M Syed, Muslim League Minister, who tendered his resignation 

24th Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, foimer Premier of the U P was arrested at 
Haldwani The arrest was effected under the Defence of India Pules 
Miss Maniben Patel, daughter of Sardar Patel was arrested at Bareja 
The part that women can play in promoting communal unity and in working 
for the development of international understanding was emphasized at the 
annual constituent conference of the All-India Women’s Conference in Calcutta 

25th In the Council of State, when Mr P N Sapru spoke on the Indian political 
situation, he suggested that a good will mission of broad minded Englishmen 
should visit India in an effort to find a new approach to the country’s consti- 
tutional problem 

Dr T S Pajan, the former Madias Minister, was sentenced to one years 
iigorouB imprisonment and a fine of Ps 1000 in default six months’ rigorous 
imprisonment 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant was sentenced to one year’s simple imprisonment 
The concluding plenary session of the Eastern Group Conference was held in New 
Delhi ’Ihe appointment m India of a lepresentative Standing Body to continue 
the woik of the conference and, within a defined field, to co-ofdinate, supply, plan 
production and assist in arranging new sources » of production was to he 
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recommended by the delegations to their respective Governments Such a body, 
xt was emphasized, could not be established by the conference itself Ihe 
recommendation, like all other recommendations, must be submitted to all the 
participating Governments, but the leaders of the delegations expressed the hope 
that the proposals would meet with their support and acceptance 

Ml T Prakashara, President of the Andhia Piovincial Congiess Committee 
addressed a communication to the Government, informing them that he proposed 
to offer Satyagraba 

26th The Council of State passed Pandit H N Kanzru's resolution concerning the 
Supply Department 

Mr T Prakasam, an ex-Mmister of Madras was arrested and sentenced to a 
year’s simple imprisonment 

Mahatma Gandhi,' in a message to the Congressmen of Bengal, said. *T 
expect great things from Bengal My expectations can be realized only if all 
parties sink their differences and work for the common cause ” 

Maul an a Abul Kalara Azad interviewed at Lahore, expressed complete 
satisfaction at the result of his efforts to form a stable Mmistiy in Sind He 
said ti^i^fuithe special circumstances of Sind, the best and only course open to 
Cougressmea »^that Province was not to offer Satyagraha but to support the 
Mil? 18 try in maintaining law and order 

27th ' The Central Assmbly held a brief sitting, during which it passed the 
E^^gess Profits Tax ^Amendment Bill, with two amendments, and adjourned 
sine die 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, before leaving Lahore in a statement reiterated 
that he was personally in favour of mass civil disobedience but since they 
had entrusted Qvqxy thing to Mr Gandhi they must carry out the Mahatma’s 
programme 

The security deposit of Es 2000 of the English weekly “Foiward Block” 
was declared forfeited by the Government of Bengal under the Press Emergency 
Power Act 


28lh A communique issued in New Delhi said His Majesty the King Tias been 
pleased to approve the appointment of Lieutcnant-Geneial Claude John E>re 
Auchinieck, CB, csi, DSO, OBE, Indian Army to be Coram an dcr-in- Chief 
in India in succession to His Excellency General foir Eobert ’^A Cassels g c b , 
GOBI, D S 0 , Indian Army, with effect from a date early m 1941 ” 

In the Council of State. Sir Girija Shanker Bajpai summed up the 
deliberations on the supplementary Finance Bill— 1 he House passed the Bill 
by 27 votes to 11 

H E the Governor of Bengal was at Khulna, and in the course of a speech 
observed *‘My final appeal is for willing and heaity co operation We have 
got to remember that this may be a long war, and, therefore, we may 
have to make a long and sustained effort ” ' 

Sardar V Patel was detained under Sec 26 of the Defence of India Act 
Sir Jagadish Prasad (ex-Member, Viceroy’s Executive Council) in a statement 
to the PreesB on the political situation in India, observed inter aha 
“The fears of some of us have only come too tiue Political disagreements 
have ended in open conflict between Congress and Government Those who 
not long ago were governing large provences with publiclv acknowledged 
success are already in prison or will soon be there An ’attempt to fix 
responsibility for this deplorable outcome will only renew barren controversy 
At the moment both sides appear to be in an unbending mood ” ^ 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, a motion by the Congress Paity for 
adjourning the business of the House in order to criticize the Bengal Government 
order, prohibiting the publication of news or comment in regard to hunfrei 
strikes in jails or places of detention was defeated by 104 votes to 04 ^ 

Mr Snkrishna Sinha, ex-Premier of Behar was sentenced to one veai^s 
rigorous impnsonment ^ 


29th In the Council of State, during question time, Mr G S 
many ships on the Indian water were affected by the 
by the Government of India 
In the Bengal Legielative Assembly, the Finance (Sales Tax) Bill 
introduced by Mr. H S, Buhrawardy, met with considerable opposition’ 


Motilal asked bow 
restrictions imposed 
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opposition speakers geiieinlly condemned tlie Bill which, they said, would 
operate harshly on the people who could illafford to bear .any additional burden 
of taxation Mr Siihiawaidy explained the mam principle of the Bill and the 
way in which it would work 

30th In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the concluding stage of the debate on 
the Bales Tax Bill was leached— Ihe pi in cipal. points which the Opposition 
Btiessed were tliat thtj tax would wGi£^h heavily on the poorer people, that it 
was luoppoitune in view of the wai, which had imposed additional buidens on 
the pecmle in various ways, and also that it was not urgently necessary 
The Governor-General gave his consent to 12 Bills passed by the Central 
Legislatiue — 

The ^dian Navy (Discipline) Act The India Works of Defence (Amendment) 
Act The Indian Navy (Becond Amendment) Act The Cantonments (Amend- 
ment) Act The Repealing and Amending Act The Indian Registration 
(Amendment) Act The Code of Cnil Proceduie (Amendment) Act The 
Indian Companions (Amendment) Act The War Donations and Investments 
(Companies) Act The Eeseive Bank of India (3id Amendment) Act and 
Motor Spirit (Duties) Amendment Act 


December 1940 


The aiiesfcs of those offering Satyagiaha against .the. -coimtiy’s 

xvai effort continued a number of prominent men and women weie 
aiaested 

In Bengal, S] Subhas Chandra Bose was released from jail, 
where he was under trial in connexion with the Holwell Monument 
agitation Since November 29, he had been on hunger strike and 
the Government were advised that persistence in this would involve 
serious danger to his health 

A short session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly ended Its 

chief feature was the introduction of a Sales Tax Bill to increase 

provincial revenues The general rate of tax was 2 p c and many 

articles of food were exempted The Punjab considered a similar measure 
A conference about jute was held in New Delhi, and it was 
agreed that the mills would work to a purchase programme in which 
d,ates and puces and quantities were to be set out In this way 
it’ was hoped to improve prices for the grower 

The standing committee of Princes and Ministers met in Bombay, 
to consider a number of matters, one of them, the adequate represen- 
tation of the States on all committees concerned with the war effoi-t 
at the Centre 

There were more arrests of Satyagiahis Mrs Saiojini Naidu, 
who was aiaested, was released for considerations of health 

A statement was issued by Mahatma ^Gandhi emphasizing that 
Satyagiaha would not be regarded by any Congress member as 
compulsoij'-, and that the restrictions he imposed aimed at limiting 
the movement to those whom he considered fittest for it 

The Government of India’s War Supply Department was decen- 
tralized, to get work done more quickly 

Ml Fazlul Huq’s appeal to Mr Jinnah to take the initiative m 
reaching a settlement with the Congress won .some support from 
prominent public leaders ’ 
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Mr Ameiy in London made a speech stressing India's underlying 
unity and suggesting as a principle of action '‘India first” 

H E the Viceroy addressing the Associated Ohambeis of 
Commerce in Calcutta, explained in detail India's war effort and the 
constitutional positioru 

Mahatma Gandhi ordered the suspension of the Satyagraha 
movement -dunng the Christmas season 

Some memheis of the Bengal Congiess Parliamentary Paity met 
in Calcutta and le-elected Sj Sarat Chandra Bose as then leader 
The Party Secretary, who convened and afterwards cancelled the 
meeting, dissociated himself from its proceedings The Congiess 
President threatened disciplinary action 

Mr Jinnah re-stated the Moslem demands in a speech at Karachi 
Sir Te] Bahadur Sapru issued a statement on the political 

situation whjch attracted wide attention 

In "a Cmc Guard and A E P parade on the Calcutta maidan, 
the Viceioy inspected over 7000 of these services 

Nrne M P 's jissued an appeal to India’s political leaders to 
end the deadlock - 

The National Liberal Federation of India was in session in Calcutta 
The All India Hindu Mahasabha was m session at Madura 
Mr Jinuah received congratulations and good wishes on his 
64th birthday 

Mr M N Eoy, in Bombay, said that Pakistan was not an 
immediate issue and India’s immediate problem was to make the 
war effort a fully national and democratic purpose 

The Army Council issued a warm appreciation of the part taken' 
by Indian troops in the fighting m North Africa, 

iBt Mr L S Ameiy, Secretary of State for India in a speech at New 
Market lefeired to India s growing status in the British Commonwealth of Nations 
and reiterated Britain's pledge to her of equal paitnership in the Empire 
Mr Amery also reviewed the wai situation and expressed the view that 
Greek successes m Italy opened up for Britain ‘^a Msta of oppoitunity which, if 
wo can turn it to full account, may be of immense and even decisive influence 
upon the whole course of the war The responsibility of the Empire, the right of 
impeiial initiative is, to day, vested in each member of the Commonwealth - 
That is the aspect of the Delhi Confeience which is not without its constitutional 
significance Noi is at without special significance for India In her internal and 
constitutional development India has not yet attained to that free measure of 
Self Government which we have declared to be our goal Its full attainment 
to-day depends, indeed, more upon agreement between Indians themselves as to, 
the right nature of India's future constitution than upon ourselves" 

Mrs Saiojini Naidu and Mr Bhulabhai Desai, both membeis of the Congress 
Working Committee and Mr Mangaldas Pakvasa, President, Bombay Legislative 
Council, were arrested in Bombay undei Sec 129 of the Defence of India Rules 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, interviewed at Wardha, stated “Assam 

M L A 's and A I C C membeis are permitted to ofier Satyagraha ” 

2nd The Bengal Legislative Assembly passed a lesolution that the Government 
of Bengal should take immediate steps "to ensure highei prices of raw Jute 
for the cultivator in the current season by adopting such necessary and suitable 
♦^measures as may be economically lustifiable " 

Dr Prafulla Chandia Ghosh, a member of the Congress Working Committee 
and Mr Kumar Chandra Jana, President, Midnapore district Congress Committee 
weie arrested and sentenced to one year's simple imprisonment each under the 
Defence of India Rules 

3rd Sir Jagadish i Prasad, a former Member of the Viceroy's Executive 
Council asked lor a Committee of non-party men to consult political leaders, 
7 
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including Congress leaders m jail, on means by which the Central Government 

secure the willing and energetic co-operation oTthl 
whole of India in the one supreme task developing the country’s war effort 

Blr O Rajappalachan, es-Premier of Madras, was arrested and sentenced 
to a year’s simple imprisonment 

Dr Eajendra Prasad issued the following 'statement ‘T have received the 
following telegram fiom Mr Gandhi ’Bihar accounts disturbing Why does a 
province that was best causing anxiety There should be no demonstration Only 
aumoiitmB should be informed, not the pubhc, of impending resistance’*” 
riie Bengal l^islative Assembly passed the Local Authorities Census 
Expenses Contribution Bill, nhich provided for contributions by certain local 
authorities of a portion of the expenses mcuired or to be incuried in connexion 
with the census 

4th Dr Eadha Kumud Mukherji of the Calcutta University prepared a 
scheme m which he suggested that the leaders of the communities of India should 
first achieie a preliminary agreement on the differences on which the communities 
were to separate and on the sphere of unity in which they could work together 
to build up India as a democracy 

Mr Biswanath Das, former Piemier of Orissa, was arrested " -- 

The Conference between the representatives of the Government of India, 
the Governments of the jute growing provinces and of the mill industry ti, deal 
with the problem of surpluses opened in New Delhi »• 

Miss KhuiBed Ben, grand-daughter of the late Dadabhai Nourop, was 
arrested under the Punjab Frontier Crossing Regulation of 1S73 

5th Sj Subhas Chandra Bose, who was arrested on -July 2, in connexion 
with the Hoi well Monument agitation under sec 129 of the Defence of India 
Rules was released from the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, from detention 
Mrs V L Pandit, former Minister of the United Provinces, was arrested 
Mr, S Srinivasa Iyengar issued a statement from Madras, in which he 
stated tnier aha “Mr Amery’s stigmatising the Indian political agitation as 
artificial is not only baseless but a gioss insult to India India as a whole 
wants independence and that reality of power which it alone can give, exclusively 
for her own sons and daughters ” 

6lh The Federal Court unanimously held that the United Piovinces Act of 
1938 regularizing lemissions of rent was within the competence of the 
provincial legislature Their Lordships gave the judgment in an appeal by 
the United Provinces Government from an older of the Allahabad High Court 
declaring that the Act was ultra vires of the U P Legislature 

^ The telegraphic communication that had passed between Mahatma Gandhi 
and Mr B P Pain, member of the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party, 
on Ihe Congress parliamentary affairs in Bengal, was released to the Press 
In releasing the correspondence, Mr Pam said “Encouraged b> Mahatma 
Gandhi’s message to Bengal to sink all diffeiences and unite I appealed to 
hini to help us to do so I legret to have to confess that I failed to obtain the 

^ Mahatma’s sympathy ” j^Iahatma Gandhi sent a telegram to Mi B P Pam 
“Reo-ret inability, even unwillingness, to inteifeie notwithstanding my regard and 
friendship for the Brothers Feel ban cannot be lifted without their apologising 

for indiscipline” ^ i- -r , ^ o « 

The Federal Court by a majority consisting of the Chief Justice and bir S 
Varadachanar, dismissed the appeal questioning the validity of the Madras 

Agriculturists Debt Relief Act ^ o. i. j i. 

The fine of one anna imposed upon Saidar Sampuran Singh was paid by 
Mr Henderson, District Magistrate, Lahoie, from his own pocket 

*7th The Congress President, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, called for an explanation 
from Sardar Sampuran Singh, Leader of the Congress Assembly Party m the 
Tunjab, after reading the judgment of the Distiict Magistrate in the case 
a^^amst the Sardar for offering Satyagraha Mahatma Gandhi issued the 
fSlowing statement on the Sardar’s case —“I have just read Sardar Sampuran 
Sindh’s astounding statement before the Court I do not know who passed his 
name In my instructions I had explicitly prohibited the inclusion of names such 
as his But I compliment the Sardar on his courage in telling the truth m the 
cost of his political reputation Let his example be a warning to others that i 
attach no value to empty and meaningless discipline in whose name Sardar 
Sampuran Singh offered civil disobedience ” „ 
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8th Mr M A Jinnah, addressing a public meeting in Bombay, said ‘‘If the 
Congress wants to acbie\e independence there is no other way of doing it 
except by the two communities agreeing to live as separate entities Pakistan 
is the onlj way to India’s freedom ” 

Sardar Sampuran feingb, Leader of the Opposition m the Punjab Legislative 
Assembly, was ask^d by the Congress- President not to offer featyagraha again 
unless be recened further instruction from the Congiess President 

In continuation of his appeal to Mr Jinnah to reopen negotiations 
with the Congress Mr, A K Fazlul Huq, Bengal Pxemier, requested the 
members of the Council of the All-India Moslem League to write to Mr Jinnah 
asking him to call an eraeigency meeting of the Council of the Woiking 
Committee of the Moslem League 

Mr M N Eoy presiding at the C P and Beiar Youth Conference at 
Amraoti, expressed the view that the national inteiests of India oould no longer 
be promoted by disiegarding the fate of the rest of the world He stiessed 
the need for fighting Fascism in India’s interest 

9th Mrs Vijayalakslimi Pandit and Mr Nityananda Kanungo, former Ministas 
in the IJnitecl Piovinces and Orissa respectively, and Mr Asaf Ah, M B A 
(Centrair" and a member of the Congress ^Yorklng Committee, were among 
tho«G who were sentenced in connexion with the Congress Satyagraba movement 

J3I and Mr^ Subbrayan were arrested at balem and sentenced each to six 
months simple imprisonment 

10th 'A special meeting of members of the Indian Jute Mills Association was 
held in Calcutta, at which consideration was given to the results of the New 
Delhi Conference of December 4 between lepreseutatives of the Government 
of India, Goveriynents of the vanous jute growing provinces and the Jute 
Mills Association 

The Bengal Legislative Council passed the Water-Hyacinth (Amendment) 
Bill, introduced by Mr Tamizuddm ELhan, Minister for Agriculture , - 

Dr Pattabhi Sitaramaya in the course of an appeal to the students of 
Madras, said "Students could do no better in this transitional stage, if 
they are anxious and sincere in their desiie to contribute something to the 
fight for bwaraj than to spin for at least one hour every day and to wear 
Khadi and nothing but Khadi ” 

A meeting of Newspaper Editors in Bombay City and the Province was 
held in the ball of the Bombay Journalists’ Association 

bj Subbas Chanda Bose, in the course of a statement on the situation 
arising out of the disciplinary action taken by the Congress High Comand 
against Sj Sarat Cbandia Bose Lender of the Congress Parliamentary Party 
in Bengal, suggested that all the Congiess members of the Assembly should 
resign and seek re-election on the issue He threw a challenge to Mahatma 
Gandhi to set up the Working Committee’s candidates to fight the elections 
as against candidates set up by the suspended Bengal Piovincial Cpngress 
Committee 

11th Mrs Sarojmi Naidu, who was arrested in connexion with the Congress 
Satyagraha movement was released from Yervada Jail, Poona, for reasons 
of health 

In the Supply Department Organization of the Government of India, 
decentralization was the object of impoitant changes 

12th Mr L S Amery, Secretary of State for India, speaking at a luncheon in 
London, applied the slogan “India First” He said ^It is of the essence of 
politics in oui democratic age that it is largely governed by slogans, by simple" 
words or phrases, which sum up a piinciple, a method oi purpose which can be., 
applied to almost every situation and which gain stiength by constant reiteration " 
Is there such a slogan or watchivard which can be effectuely applied to the 
affairs of India in the present difficult juncture and applied not only by Indians 
of e\ery community or section in their relations to each other or to the Bntish 
Government but also by Englishmen whether heie or in India m their outlook 
upon the Indian problem and afford equally helpful guidance to all of us ?” 

Sj Subbas Chandra Bose issued two fuither statements in connexion with 
the disciplinary action taken against Sj Sarat Chandra Bose by the Conirress 
Executive In his first statement Sj Bose leplied to the charges levelled 
by Mnulona Azad, Congress President against Sj Sarat Chandra Bose 
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In anotoer statement, Sj Subhas Bose said «In TVednesday’s statement I 

Maulana’s charges against Mr Sarat 
Giiancira Bose have no leg to stand on. The Manlana too is not altot^ether 
oblivious of the weakness of his position That is why in private and in public 
he has to fall back on his one stock argument viz. breach of discipline” 

Lord Lothian, Biitish Ambassador at Washington died He was associated 
with India at the Hound Table Confeienco as under-Becretary of State and 
chairman of the Franchise Committee 


lath Sir Tej Bahadur issued a statement to the Pres^ from Allahabad drawing 
attention to the political situation in the country. He suggested that 
Mahatma Gandhi and Mr, Jinnah should meet immediately to discuss 
the political sitnaliou, m a free, open and large hearted manner, Vith 
a fixed determination to come to a settlement , that they should invite one or 
two leaders of the Hindu Mahasabha, the Sikhs and the Depressed classes , then 
they should see the Viceroy and press on him the necessity of reconstructing for 
the period of war his Government, so as to gne it in substance the characto of 
a National Government” 

Mam conclusions of the report of Dr T E Gregory and Sir David Meek who 
were sent by the Government of India in July last to the Umfed. States of 
Ameiica to investigate the extent to which it would "be possible" to^ *Tnarkets 
there for exports excluded from Europe as a result of the blobkade^ wdW made 
available 

Mr* E A. Kidwai and Mr F A Ahmed, former U P and Assam lEhisters 
respectively, and Mr S Satyamurti, Deputy Leader of the Congress'$arty in 
the Central Assembly, wexe among those who were arrested in connexion' with 
the anti-war campaign by the Congress Mr Satyamurti was sentenced to 
nine months’ simple imprisonment ’-t 


14th H E the Viceroy arrived in Calcutta, for his annual cold weather visit 
He was received at Howrah station by H E the Governor and the Lady 
r Mary Herbert 

Bit Te] Bahadur Sapru, in a statement on Lord Lothian s death, said *^1 can 
say with absolute sincerity that there was no Englishman who had a more 
keen and direct interest in the development of Indian freedom ” 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, addressing a public meeting 
at Allahabad that after satyagraha ^had spread light down to the village mandai, 
the next step would be that all four-anna membeis of the Congress who 
undertook to follow the conditions laid down by Mr Gandhi and who sent in 
their names for approval by him, would be allowed to offer satyagraha ” 

The latest scheme formulated by Dr Eajendra Prasad, for the disposal of 
Burjlus sugarcane in Bihar and the United Provinces was criticized m a 
statement by LIr Karam Chand Thapar, chairman, Indian Sugar Syndicate 
“Wat. and Humanity”, was the subject of an address delivered by Sir M 
Zaftulla Khan Membei in charge of Law and Supply, Government of India 
before a gatheiing of students m Calcutta Sir Zafiulla expressed the hope that 
this war might prove to be a ''surgeon’s knife” and lead to fair, just and 
r, equitable economic, social and political adjustments between nation and nation 
Unless this was achieved there would be no peace in the world and war would 
follow war 

15th! "Mr M A Jinnah, addressing a meeting at Karachi said ‘'The failure of 
the' Viceroy’s and Mr Amery’s efforts is due to the weak, vacillating and 
mdeciBive policy of the British Government” 

Dr G S Arundale, President, Theosophical Society, addressing a pubhc meeting 
* in New Delhi, made an appeal to India to use not only her material resources 
but her soul force on Britain’s side and to Britain to win India over by a bold 
political step forward 

The Karachi Indian Merchants’ Association in the course of a representation 
-to the Government of India made an appeal to the Viceroy and the Government 
of India to bring pressure on Bis Majesty’s Government to explore all 
possibilities and avenues of a settlement with the Congiess 

In pursuance of a notice issued by Mv Kiron Sankai Boy, General Secretary 
of the Bengal Congress Parliamentaiy Party, 27 members of the party out of a 
total strength of 60 met at the residence of Maulana Azad, the Congress 
President, and re-elected Llr Sarat Chandia Bose, President of the Bengal 
Pailiamentary Paity and Leader of the Congress Party in the Assembly 
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MaLatma GandEi permitfed tte resumption of Satyafcraha in the Piin]ab under 
certaiQ conditions Ihc campaign in the province would be under the direct 
supervision of the Mahatma • , r 

Maulana Abul Kalara Azad issued a statement explaining the reasons for 
postponing the meeting of tbe-*Bengal Congress Parliamentary Paity 
letli H C the Viceroy, when he addiessed the annual meeting of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce in Calcutta, niade a comprehensive survey of the Indian 
political held and of India’s contribution to the Empire’s war eflort in terms of 
labour and supply His Excellency said that His Ma]esty’B Government fullv 
sympathised wath the suggestions made from various qiiaiters that Indian political 
leaders and Indian political parties should come together and seek to leach 
agreement among themselves The Viceroy declared, "we aie entitled to claim, 
we do claim, and I claim today that it is for the Indian parties themselves, for 
those communities, interests and political leaders concerned, to get together and 
to see what they can do by way of reaching an accommodation with one another” 
His Excellency referred to the achievements in the Western Desert of Indian 
troops, "who have shown themselves worthy of their highest traditions, and have 
borne themselves with the utmost distinction 
The ^ 3 t 4 )fficial announcement about the construction of aircraft in India was 
xnade^ ’po^mment in New Delhi "A fictory is to be established ‘somewhere 
m ^dia’ with American technical assistance and the machines produced will be 
bought by Government” 

Sikandar Hyat, in his inaugural address at the Indian History Congress 
at Lahore, Btressed the need of a proper understanding of India’s past for the 
purpose of devising, the right constitutional expedients foi the new India which 
was being born* 

17th Mahatmtf Gandhi said in reply to a letter of a political woikei of Jind 
State “There is to be no civil disobedience, individual or mass, in the States ” 
The Congres President, Maulana A K Azad, wrote to all the members of 
the Bengal Congress Pailiamentaiy Party who attended the meeting at bis 
residence on December 15 and re-elected Mr Sarat Chandra Bose* as their 
leader asking them to explain why disciplinary action should not be taken 
against them for having flagrantly disobeyed the decision of the ParhatneiUaiy 
sub Committee of the Indian National Congress legarding Mr Sarat Chandia Bose ” 
Dr Khan Saheb, former Premier, the Noith-West Frontier Province, address- 
ing a meeting in a village in the Peshawar district, referred to the Government’s 
“no airest” policy and said There is a good deal of wild talk about owi not 
being arrested We neither drag about it nor are we soriy, because, we are 
fighting for freedom of speech, and the Government have conceded our demand T- 
Sir Akbar Hydan, President of the Executive Council, addiessing the Hydera- 
bad Legislative Council, obesrved “In the distracted conditions of today \^hen 
a great convulsion is shaking the very foundations of established liystema all 
over the world with evident repercussions on India, Hyderabad" an^d -Indian 
btate’s in general can play a noble and distinguished role and serve 'the epds of 
victory in war and concoid in peace ” ^ ^ ^ ^ 

18th Sardar Sampuran Singh, Leader of the Congress Assembly Party in the 
Punjab was expelled from the party by the Congress President, Maulana Ahnl 
Kalnm Azad, for his conduct in court after his arrest In the course of a letter 
to the Sardar Sahib, the Congress President said * There is nothing m the^ 
explanation you have sent me Your replies in the court clearly demonstrate 
that you do not agiee with the decision of the Congiess about war Pn ^pite 

, of this, you offered yourself as a Satyagrahi and made both yourself and the 
party of which you had the honour of being the leader, ludicrous” 

Mr H, P Bagaiia in his presidential address at the annual geneial ’meeting 
of the East India Jute Association in Calcutta, discussed various matters relating 
to the jute trade 

Dr bhyama Prosad Mukherjee addressing a meeting of Hindus at Munshlganj 
observed that the Hindus should consolidate their position m the country m 
order to protect their rights and privileges 

19th The Government of Bengal were, said a communique, gratified to note that the 
arrangement arrived at a conference held in Delhi between the Government of 
India, the Government of Bengal and certain representatives of the Indian Jute 
Mills Association was unanimously accepted without reserve by the members of 
the AssociationfAi:^ 
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Negotiations between tbe Mysore Durbar and the promoters of the Indian 
Aircraft Manufacture Company represented by Mr Walchand Hirachand were 
completed and an agreement arrived at . 

Sii Mam ice Gwyer pief Justice or India in the course of his Convocation 
Address dehveied at the Osmania University, obsened ‘‘Where UniversitiM 
have been destroyed by a biutnl conqueror, there still remains the citadel of 
man s uimonquerable mind The destruction or suppression of so manv of the 
greatest Universities of Europe will surely inspire the Universities of India with 
a new determination to preserve and maintain that freedom of thought for which 
a University above all stands, and which is mankind’s only hope for the future ” 


20lh lilahatma Gandlu issued the follovring statement from Wardha 

‘*Sardar Sampuran Singh has seen me with reference to the statement I 
published on his conduct at the recent trial Ihough what I said about not 
passing men like him is true, I recognize that he was permitted by the 
Provincial Congiess Committee to offer civil disobedience and from that he had 
taken it for granted that permission must have been given under my instance 
I recognize therefore that he was fully justified in ofiering Satyagndin in so far 
as permission was concerned Nevertheless his conduct at the trial was wholly 
unjustified and I believe that the Saidar now understands and appreciates the 
meaning of my criticism ” ^ 

At the meeting of tbe Hindu Mahasabha, Madras, with LoM Govindas 
- in the chair, the Pakistan scheme was criticized by seveial speakers ^ 


21st Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin uttered a note of warning 'to students against 
being involved in party politics, when he opened a confeiOTce of Calcutta Moslem 
students in the Moslem Institute Hall, Calcutta ^ ^ y 

Sir P C Roy in his presidential addiess at the Bengal :^econdary 
Education Bill Piotest Conference in Calcutta, said "The Secondary Education 
Bill IB not an educational, but a political and communal measure ” 


22nd The members of the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party, who were asked 
by the Congress President to explain their conduct in connexion with the 
meeting they held at his place on December 15 sent a reply to Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, justifying their conduct and declaring the election of Sj Sarat 
Chandra Bose to be in no way invalid 

The" Conference to protest against the Bengal Secondary Education Bill, m 
Calcutta, concluded its deliberations, after passing a number of resolutions — 
One of the resolutions set out in detail, the reasons why the Bill was 
unacceptable to the Hindu Community and demanded its withdrawal Another 
" resolution proposed the boycott of the proposed Secondary Education 
Board* 

' The •'Council of the Sind Provincial Muslim League considered the situation 
with regard to the League organigation in the province both inside and outside 
the Legislature 


23rd Fourteen members of the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party, including its 
Deputy Leader, Mr Santosh Kumar Bose were expelled from the party by 
the Congress President who was also the chairman of the AlLIndia Congress 
Parliametaiy Sub Commitiee The members expelled included among others— Mr 
" Santosh Knmai Bose, Mr T G Goswami Rai Haiendra Nath Chowdhury, 
Mr Debendralal Khan, Mr Slanmathanath Boy, Mr Pratul Chaudia Gangully 

and Ml Baroda Pam , ^ ^ c , r 

‘ t Mahatma Gandhi when questioned by a deputation of workers from Mewar 

and some Bajputana and Himalayan States as to whether Satyagraha in the 
States had also been suspended, said “Anti-war Satyagraha is not to he 
resorted to in the States, but the people of the States, if they aie strong enough, 
can offer Satyagraha on their own responsibility in order to have local issues 

and giievanceb redressed ” , , . ,, t « 

Mr M N Boy invited fifty-seven leaders fiom all over India to a 

conference in Calcutta on December 30 and 31 in order to discuss problems of 

the moment and to give the country the correct lead j 

The second annual conference of the Bihar Moslem Students Federation was 
held at Patna under the presidentship of Mr Ghulam Imam, President of 
thn City Moslem League, Lucknow 

24lh Nawab Muhammad Ismail, M n A , presiding ova: the ^ ^ 

Piovincial Moslem League Conference at Allahabad, decleared “Ihe war is 
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being waged with a ruthlessness and ferocity unknown m history Even the 
tales of cruel atrocities perpetrated bv Etuns and Tartars pale into insignificance 
before the devastation, agony and annihilation brought by the death dealing 
instruments and machines of ivar^^ 

Mr A K Fazlul Huq; the Bengal Premier, in the course of a statement 
asserted that the agitation against the proposed Bengal Secondary Education 
Bill was based on intensely communal grounds 
Commenting on the disciplinary action taken by the Congress President 
against the Peputy Leader and 13 others membexs of the Bengal Congress 
Parliamentary Party, S]» Subhas Chandra Bose, m a statement to the Press 
said Tt is of no concern to Maiilana Abul Kalara Azad that what he is doing is 
ultra Tires of the Congress constitution itself And it is of no consequence to him 
that through his penal measures he may soon be expelling the entire public 
from the Congress ” 

25th Mahatma Gandhi in the course of a letter to Lala Diini Chand M L A , 
President of the Punjab Provincial Congress Committee observed that nobody 
was obliged to court imprisonment merel> as a matter of discipline 
Sir C P Ramaswarai Aiyar, Dewan of Travancore, m declaring open “Lord 
Govinda Hall” at Eoyapetta put in a strong plea for renovating Hinduism by 
spreadin^iita. principles among the people at large with the same missionary ?eal 
with'wBich peCtfie of other religions spread their faith 

M N Roy;. in an after dinner speech in Bombay, expressed the view that 
Pakistan was not slu immediate issue that stood in the way of progress of the 
country or jn aligning various parties in the country in the fight against Fascism' 
The Radical Democratic People’s Party concluded its inaugural conference 
in Boihbair^ ^ ^ 

The sixth session of the All-India Students’ Federation which commenced at 
Nagpur, witnessed a rupture in the organization, the delegates from Bihar, 
Bengal and United Provinces seceded almost in a body 

26th The slogan ‘Tslam First” was raised in a resolution adopted unaniraously 
by the U P Muslim League conference at Allahabad, endorsing the Pakistan 
scheme 

Under the auspices of the Madras Piesidency Muslim League, a public meeting 
of the Muslims of Madras was held at the piemises of the Wallajah Masque, 
Tnplicane, to celebrate the birthday of Mr Jinn ah 


27th Dr N B Khare, former C P Premier in a statement referring to the 
appeal of Members of Paihament to the Indian people for understanding and 
constructive co operation in the war effort, said “The Indian people should thank 
the British people for then expiession of Christmas Goodwill ^and shonld 
recipiocate the same good feelings towards the British people as a whole with 
whom they have no quarrel” 

Many shops m the different parts of Calcutta remained closed ns a mark of 
protest against the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill introduced by the Government 
m the last session of the Bengal Legislatue Assembly ~ 

Mahatma Gandhi invited Master Tara Singh, a prominent Akali leader, to 
meet him at Sewagram Master Tara Singh had resigned from the Congress 
following lengthy coriespondence between him and the Mahatma on the question 
of non-violence 

The 17th All-India Medical Conference, which was held at Vizagapatam. was 
presided over by Dr K S Roy i / 

Lady Mirza Ismail, chairwoman of the Reception Committee, welcoming the 
delegates to the fifteenth session of the All-India Women’s ConfereUco at 
Bangalore, observed “loday the world is threatened with ruin by circumstances 
that have been ciealed outside the influence of women Our deepest hope that 
the deliberations and activities of this confeience may be guided towards the 
attainment of i eice of both India and the world at large ” 

The open session of the second All-India Urdu Conference was held at 
Cawnpore under the presidentship of Justice Sir Abul Quadir of Lahore — 
Begum Aijazrabul, ML c chairwoman of the Reception Committee, in her 
address stressed that urdu was not the monopoly of Moslems Both Hindus 
and Moslems bad contributed to tbe CTowtb of Uidii and bad enticbed ifs 
literature Urdu was India’s most popular language. 
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^Sav'irkar, presiding at ttie 22na session of the All-India Hindu 
Mahasabha at Madura, observed I find no detail or issue important enotieh 
to compel us to resort to civil resistance at the sacrifice of itSSnt facifi 
we have gained and the opportunity that has presented itself to us enabling to 
effect the militaiiz-Uion of the Hindu people to a substantial extent ” Deiran 
Bahadur K k, Eamaswami Sastri, chairman. Reception Committee m 
his speech strongly criticized the Pakistan scheme and said that Moslems Vere 
a part of the Indian people and could not be a nation by themselves despite 
the slogans of the Moslem League Turning to the political situation in India 
the spei^er said that the Congress wanted to overthrow tiie Kazis and 
yet, by their civil disobedience, it was helping the Na^s 

Ml V K Ghandravarkar, in his presidential address at the annual session of 
the National Liberal Federation of India, m Calcutta, declared ‘This is as much 
our war as it is that of those in power , we must not let the domestic quarrel 
between Britain and India queer the pitch foi action against the common enemy of 
mankind ” The remedy he suggested was that the British Government should make 
an unequivoeal declaration that it would confer on India Dominion Status of the 
Westminster variety at a definite date— ‘say withm two Tears after the war —and 
in the meantime England should send a good-will mission to India, composed 
of ‘ first class statesmen^^ to pave the way for framing a “Treaty of Fneadship 
between England and India ” 

Sir Eoger^Liiraley, Governor of Bombay opening the 51st "fte AIL 

India Jloslem Educational Conference at Poona, referred to the c^acational problems 
of Moslems. Mr A K Fazlul Huq presided Sir Eo^er Lumley in his 
address laid specird emphasis on the need for spread hr ^education timong 
Moslem women :: ' 


29th The AU-India Hindu Mabasabha at Madura passed a lesoltitibn demanding 
the immediate unconditional release of Hindu political pnsoners and the 
reculliug forthwith of political exiles A resolution, adopted without opposition, 
xeiteiated the condemnation of the Communal Award ^as it is opposed to all 
principles of democracy ’’ 

Mr A K Fazlul Huq, in a Press interview at Poona, referred to his move 
for a settlement between the iloslem Ijeague and the Congress and said that 
the move had been misunderstood in certain quarters 
The All-India Women^s Conference at Bangalore recommended the removal of 
illiteracy by the introduction of free compulsoiy primary education for all boys 
and girls and the promotion of communal unity 

both* The .National Liberal Federation of India, in Calcutta, passed a resolution 
calling upon the people of India to help Britain to the utmost in the successful 
prosecution of the war Two other resolutions passed by the conference related 
to the future constitution of India and the defence of the country 
The AlLIudia Hmdu Mabasabha passed the resolution vn the general political 
situation in India at the open session of the Conference by an overwhelming 

^^[aulana Abul Kalam Azad, Gongiess President, in the course of an interview 
at LahorCf. said ‘‘If India is invaded tomorrow and there is no other alterna- 
tive to defend my country, I will not hesitate to take up arms and fight'’ 

Views of the Indian Christians on the political situation in India were expressed 
at the All-India Christian Conference at Lucknow, Mr Earn Chandra Eao 
presiding 

3l6t A’ woposal to form a representative body, called the National Democrfdic 
Union, with a view to mobilizing public opinion for a united war effort m India 
was made at a conference of Indian leaders, convened by Mr M ^ Eoy, leader 
of the Kadical Democratic Congress Parb., which concluded its deliberations at 
Behala (Calcutta) Some of the objectives aimed at were • Defeat of Fasciem 
and' Nazism and the rapid development of all the resources of India for tnat 
purpose Sharing responsibility for the defence of India, and with that purpose, 
to press upon the Government the necessity of winning popular con fiance 
Di S S Bhatuagar Director, Scientific and Industrial Eesearch, Government 
of India, in an address on “National Defence and Scientific Eesearch at the 
Calcutta Eotary Club, made an appeal to Indians and Europeans to develcy mat 
greatness of mind which had made the Commonwealth idea a practical possiDility 


India in Home Polity 

Introduction 


The defeat of IVance and her retiiement from the fight with 

Germany m the middle of Juno, 1940, will remain a landmaih in world 

histoiy It stupefied the world for a while It took 

The war nien and women time to get ovei the shock, to think 
^ ^"eans ^ over and undei stand the situation created by this un- 
dreamt-of event But they had no time to sorrow 

over this state of things They had to prepare themselves, the men 
and women of Buiope and America, to meet a tiiumphant Germany, 
either as fijends oi as foes The mteipreters of these happenings m 
the ''Western ^oild have told us that they were, willingly or 
unwillingly, taldng sides in a great battle that covered oceans and 
continents ^They^^id that the battle-lines were clearly diawn bet\\eea 
“free capitalism 's^nd autarchy”, between the semi-demociacies and the 
totalitari ana, "between the “Have-gots” and the “Have nots”, between 
the potentially powerful Anglo-Saxon Powers and the “immediately” 
powerful Axis Powers In the last volume of the Indian Annual 
Register I have tried to indicate the lines along which the world W^s 
being divided It is not m the material plane only that the fight 
IS being waged , in the world of faith, in the world of philosophy 
influencing conduct, men and women are as greatly divided and as 
aggressive 


The propaganda on behalf of Bntain and her allies has told 
the world what is at stake in this war Herr Hitler has^ told the a 
workers and women of Germany the issues of the 
present war in course of a speech delivered rn the 
Ehein-metall-Borsing Munition Works ^ 


Herr Hitler’s thesis 


“ In fact, it is a struggle between two woilds 46 milliofi English rule 
and govern a territory of loiiglily 40,000,000 squaio Kiloiucters in this woild 85 
million Germans ba\e a living space of hardly 600,000 square Kilometers This 
earth, however, was not distributed by Piovidence or by Almighty God ” 

‘*AIl my life I have been a have not Now again, I enter the fighl as the 
representative of the have-nots ” 

“Ihe slogan of liberty really means fieedom of economy, namely, for "erery body 
to grab for himself without State control ” 

'‘These people, to give but one example, have the possibility of pocketing up“ 
to 160 per cent dividend from the ammunition industry They say that if these 
German methods gam ground and prove victorious all this will stop They are 
right I believe 6 per cent sufficient ” 

“Two worlds are ui conflict, two philosophies of life They say wft should 
help to keep up the gold standard — of course, for they have the golcL ^mtl we 
have not " 

“If we already have no gold, then we have the power of work, and German 
power of work is our gold and our capital, and with this gold I can beat any 
other power in the world I built up my eutue economy on the conception of 
work ^ ” 

“What wc are reconstructing is not only a world of co operative labour, but 
also a world of co operative duties ” 

In these words we have had drawn fox us the lineaments of the 
8 
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new oidei” that the ruling classes of Geimany wish to see 

Murder & cruelty Europe m Ameiica, in the world 

that prepare the among paoplo who havo boen fighting the Nazis aie 

“new order ” there people whose minds have been, moving towards 
certain of the ideals which Hen Hitler indicated in 
the parts of the speech quoted above But National Socialism has lost 
its appeal to the mind and conscience of men and women by its association 
With the vulgarities and cruelties implicit in the “Nordic race theory” 
and the other methods by which Nazism has captured the power of 
the State in Geimany The technique of warfare which the Nazis 

have introduced, illustrated by the aerial bombings of innocent people 
in Warsaw, in Eotteidam, in Britain, has created a revulsion of feeling 
and revolt of sentiment against Nazism The triumphs of Germany 
has not helped to conciliate these or appreciate the value of German 
success in military, political and economic fields in the market-place 
of modern world affairs It is not fear of changes alone that has 
ranged countries in Europe and in America against the*-'- “new order” 
promised by Hen Hitler and the other leaders of the Reich In fighting 
Geimany many of her adversaries have been adopting the methods 
and patterns that have won such resounding successes in the' fields of 
battle Private iirofiteeimg, maldistribution of wealth,* security of 
work — all these problems are being tackled so that the “man m the 
street” may feel that he is really a member of the community, of 
the State, that “60 Eamilies” or “200 Eamilies” aie nofc exploiting 
his lahouL, and are nofc in the defence of then paifcicularisfcic 
interests saciificing him and his childien at the altai of the war-god 


Euiopean thinkers have been increasingly realising that the “inevi- 
tably harmonious society of nationalist parliamentary democracies’ , the 
establishment of which was the special contribution of 


Democracy 

ver&zis 

Totalitarianism 


the 19th centuiy to the woild’s conbiivances for 
human good, have outlived their usefulness , that political 
liberty, secured under this dispensation, has not 


provided economic security to the commonalty of the woild This 
insecurity and the recurring wars and threats of war have been the 
breeding grounds of the totalitarianisms and dictatorships that have 
become the marks and notes of history for the last twenty years and more 
Middleton" Murray has described this evolution in the following words 


They (totahtaiiaxiisins) explicitly lepudiate the theory of the responsible 
person on \yhich repiesentative demociacy is based They declaie that the fiee 
and enlightened citizen of democratic theoiy is an illusion , he docs nofc exist 
The ordiiKuy member of a modem nation is quite incapable of the lesponsible 
fieedom ' with which democratic theoiy credits him He doesn’t want it , it is 
useless to him if he has it , and he does not mind if it is taken fiom him Whafc 
he does want is something moie mataial he wants secuiity what the mass-man 
wants IB a strong leader about whom he can feel enthusiasm and fiom whom 
he can expect protection*” 


Tbrs writer goes furtber into tbe etiology of tire disease m tire 
world’s body politic He suggests that “the prodigious developments of the 
machine are always working powerfully against the 
Industrialism lealisation of responsible freedom”, that mass produc- 
& Totali- tiorXi and mass unemiiloyment, (“which is an essential 

tariamsm system”), have ‘‘cut tbe mass-man clean 

^away from the roots of a natural culture”. This mteri)retation cannot 
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repiesenfc the \vhol0 truth of the mattei And even if it does so, it is 
too much to expect that mankind will let go all the advantages and 
comforts that industiialism has brought into its life, that it will 
agiee to scxap the railway, the ocean and the air linei, the electnc 
wave that has made possible the telephone, the radio and television 
Science has opened out these fields of knowledge, has put such d^mo- 
naic poweis into the hands of men , and science cannot sit still and see 
all the ba\oc that its offspimg has been working but must find a way 
out to make human natuie woibhy of these powers and blessings It 
may be tiue that **gieat ideas entei into leality with evil associates 
and with disgusting alliances” But the gloiy of human endeavoui 
has ever been to tiansfoim and transmute the evil in us and in oui 
institutions into the patterns of oui hearts* imaginings about the tiue, 
the good and the beautiful 


Looking at the mattei from this angle the leal fight of the Woild 
War No II oj the 20th centuiy must be fought out in the lealm of 
thought, in the region of ideas Totalitarianism is no 
Tailare of ^ fieak , it has grown out of and gathered strength 

Libcralisin ^ ^ irom the break down of the Liberalism that has been 
* one of the creative forces during the last one hundred 
and fifty years But the years have revealed the causes of the break- 
down in this noble endeavour Don Salvador de Madnaga who for 
years was Spanish delegate to the League of Nations, a man of letters 
and a man of affairs, has indicated these m an article m Woild Review 

“Uncorrected by some kind of b'llancing pnnciple, Liberalism leads to 
anarchical behaviour, selfish fastidiousness and a complete atomization of the 
individual, \^hose psychic life cut off from the common soul, wanders in aesthetic 
frustration or straps in psycho analytical miseiy Ihia explains why so many 
intellectuals have sought relief in communism and even why, far fiom being 
deterred by its dogmatic and orthodox ways, they have eagerly shut themselves 
into the rigid tenets of the Sovietic Church ” 


We have to find, therefore, out of the wrecks of destruction left 
by this war the seeds that will geimnate with promises of 
creation, of a ‘*new order** in Europe, in the world 
*'^nn\Mng Hitler may he one of the “scourges of God** that 

Europe*’ hduVQ caiTied death and destruction through the world, 

doing “a masterly demolition 30b** so that something 
better and more imposing may be erected for the comfort and conven- 
ience of men, for the beautification of their life We have quoted in 
the last volume of the Animal Regisiei from the Voice of DeUi uctioii^ 
written by Dr Hermann Eauchmgg, the words describing the idea 
of European reconstruction that Herr Hitler entertained, how an “ins- 
tinct for unifying Europe’* seems to be driving him, as J L Ham- 
mond recognised in the columns of the Manchester Guaidian (July 
16 , 1940 ) The Federation of Europe of which many of Euiope*s 
sanest of thinkers and statesmen have dreamt, and for which they 
have worked since unremembered centuries, may be one of those para- 
doxes that will issue out of the present war Horsfall Carter, formerly 
editor of the London F01 tnightly Revicio, discussed this problem m course 
of an article where he asked for a “planning” for such a Europe In 
the absence of such forethought it may happen that people will 
be constrained to think that “European unity can only come about 
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by tibe absolute supiemacy of one nation over all others”, in the 
absence of Western civihsation’s alteinative to the Pax O^ennamca" 
^e moial basis” of the present war falls to the giouna,' and 
Geimany by vutue of hei population, of her geographical position m 
the heart of the continent, of hea high degree of organising abUity, 
by her industrial and technical competence, will easily occupy that 
suzeieign position One of the grievances of Germany has been that 
rt was British interference with Europe’s internal affairs that has been 
helping to delay the fruition of this historic process', and so convinc- 
ed is she of the correctness of her diagnosis that she has become 
tnepaied to settle ^^the matter by the only method she heheves in 
— the method of “blood and non” 


The rise of 
“Anglo-1 
Savony” 


The urticle under notice appears to be a protest against the easy 
solution of the problem of Britain's place in the future world orga- 
nisation, provided by “Anglo-Sasony”, the evolution of 
which we have traced in the last volume of the Animal 
Pegisfe? This London- Washington Ays-- is being 
sought! to he built up on “the scaffoldmg provided by 
the common effort now forthcoming from the Dommiops -and the 
United Btates ” Horsfall Carter appears to feel very stroiigly on this 
possible development, which would be flying in the face of geogra- 
phy and history Britain with all her extra-European aflihations is 
physicallj^ in Em ope , with all hei prestige and power she is ph3sic- 
ally a tiny spot in the continent of Europe , she has to hve and 
work as a European power , her traditions bind her to Europe , 
and she cannot hve and work always quaiielhng with her European 
neighbours In the Eedeiation or Union of Europe she has to find a 
place , geography will not allow her to remain aloof horn this super-State 
^The' little of separation that the Enghsh Channel and the North Sea 
afforded has bean erased by the coming in of the aeroplane , and the 
invasion-efforts of Germany show the direction in which Britain’s 
interest lay HoisfaU Carter thinks that it would he a fatal delusion 
to think that “the blessed consummation of a new-style Pax Butaii- 
mca — with U S A as a sort of honorary Associate member will 
help us to keep Europe in order ” He thinks that the isolation siririt 
in America is too strong an element m the make-up of that contin- 
ent or rather continents on which Britain could safely rely for 
rescue frord every danger every twenty or twenty-five years 
' This plea for “Euiopean-ness” does not, however, appear to have had any 
great influence with the ruling classes of Britain Horsfall Carter baa 
"detected among the Sahihs and the highei-ups in 
AnatifralS. Seiwices a certain sense of relief that England 

has now cut loose from those foreigners” He quotes a 
slang to express the hehef or feehng of disgust with 
foreigners — “the niggers begin at Calais” — to drive home his point 
feehng or consciousness that Britain must seek and find her salvation in and 
through Europe cannot remain strong when all Europe appears to 
being airaj'ed under German dictation and hegemoney for a final 
reckoning with Biitam This lonehness is not new in British historj’’ 
A century and a half ago Europe was set up against Britain by the g^ius 
of Napoleon Bonaparte British diplomacy could, however^ find allies from 


Inevitable 

process 
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among. European States to beat ])ack this attack and bieak up the Napoleonic 
Alliance Toda 3 % confronted by the same dangei, Bntam has sent hei 
ciy for help to the gathenngs of all her clans — which aie her own Dominions 
and one of which is a soveieign State — spread over the seven seas 
The chiefest of them and the most poweiful is the United States of 
America to whom the ciy has not gone in vain When in August, 

1940, the British Premiei, Mi Winston Churchill, spoke the following 
W’ord*?, he piophesied a histdric development which international 
conflicts have- been foicing towards a concrete shape Under the ornament 
of imagery he Indicated the organisation of what has come to be 
known as “Anglo*Sa\ony** 

Bntish Empire and the United States will have to be eomewlnt mixed 
up together in some of their affairs for mutual and gener ' ’ * 

part, looking out upon the future I do not Mew the piocess 

No one can stop it Like the Mississippi it just keeps rolling , , 

It roll on in full flood, inexorable, irresistible, to broader lands and better days ” 

In the last volume of the Annual Register we have traced the personal 
and impelfsonal>Eorces that have been woiking towards such a consum- 
- Vt -^rnation In tracing this history we referred to Admiial 
Identity - article m theNoith Amencan Reviev> (1894) 
Bri^a & U S A article was entitled — ‘'Possibilities of an Anglo- 

Amencan Ee-Umon It was commissioned by Andrew 
Carnegie to “promote rappiochment between the two nations It 
asked each of the two nations to be “educated to leahse tlie length 
and breadth of its own inteiest m the sea ” It made a xemarkable 
piophecy when the United States under the compulsion of “experience** 
will betake herself to “external action ** 

“In this same pregnant strife the U S doubtless will be led by undqnmble 
interests and aroused national sympathies to play a part, to cast aside the policy 
of isolation which befitted her in infancy, and to recognise tint ndw to take 
her share of the travail of Europe is but to assume an inevitable task m the ^ ^ 
work of upholding the common inteiests of civilisation ” 


r 

What Admual Mahan said forty-seven years back has’ ovei taken 
his conntiy The realisation of the identity of interests and sentiments 
between Britain and the IFnited States ' has become 
4ltam since the fall of France m the middle of June, 

Bhort ot war” 1940. The days that followed coincided with the 
time when preparations were being made for the elec- 
tion of the President of the Eepublie Mr Wendell Wiilkie (Eepuhhcani 
urged in his election speeches that the U S must “send 'and keep 
sending aid to Biitain, our first line of defence, and otu only lemaining 
fiiend In the Pacific our best ends will be served by a free^ stiong * 
and democratically progressive China, and we should render China 
economic assistance to that end ” Franklin Eoosoi elt (Demoesat), w'ho 
bioke a great tiadition of U S A constitutional history which foihade 
a President fiom seeking election for a third term, was no less emphatic 
m promising that he was in favour of the policy that lendeied "all 
aid to Britain short of war” When he was re-elected, and piepara- 
tions weie going on for his inauguration, in a broadeast'^to his nation 
made m the fiist week of January', 1941, he emphasised how the 
demooiatic institutions of his counliy stood to gam by Britain standing 
whole and eiect , T 
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‘ We must become the gieat arsenal of democracy,” 


Ifi was affcei this election (November, 1940) and inauguration 
(Januaiy, 1941), that the aid to Britain took definite legal shape Though 
ceitain of these lattei developments do not naturally 
Lease-nml-Lend form pait of a study of affaiis that happened 

Act duiing the months of July to Decemhei, 1940, their 

healing on the elucidation and interpietation of 
Ameiican attitude is so revealing that without reference to them the 
evolution of TJ S policy towards the present war cannot he explained The 
Lease-Lend Plan was intioduced as Bill No 1776 entitled “A Bill toPuither 
Promote the Defence of the United States, and foi Othei Purposes ” This 
Bill aligned in a way the defence of Ameiica by the side of that 
of Britain The second section of the Bill authorised the President "to older 
any-Goveinment official to manufacture or iiroeuie in any way any 
defence article foi the use of any countiy the Piesident- na'mes^ — "not- 
withstanding the provisions of any other law” , he wa^" -authoiized 
to "order any defence article sold, exchanged, transferred, leased, lent, 
oi tested repaired, outfitted or reconditioned for the use of any 
countiy he may name” — without regard to any previous law, any plan, 
specification, design, pioto-t 5 '’pe or information about any defence article 
may be communicated to any Government the President may name , 
any defence article may be released for export to any country at his older 


The passing of the Lease-and-Lend BiU may he accepted as an 
expression of U S feehngs and sentiments that have been growing 
in volume and intensity as they watched the mag- 
Magnificence of mficent defence put up by the Bntish people under 
Brihsli defence tlje superb leadershij) of Mr Winston Churchill 
In August and September of 1940, the aerial invasion 
of Britain began German bombers and fighters darkened the British 
sky showering death and destruction over wide areas of the country, 
demolishing aficient landmarks London and her dockland which were res- 
ponsible for moving one-third of the countr 3 '’s export and import 
trade was disabled for the time being, Coventry and Birmingham, 
Britain’s industrial nerve-centres where her weapons of offence and 
defence were forged, were almost wrecked The 22 miles of sea-water 
that separated the southenr coast of Britain from the invasion ports 
of Prance made it difiacult for Germany to launch a naval invasion 
of the island Therefore, the method of aerial attack was adopted 
to disorganise “industrial Britain”, to disorganise "the Goveinmrat”, 
to "strike at the national morale” of the Bntish people This 

attempt became possible because Germany en 3 oyed a vast superiority 
over Britain in this instrument of warfare Estimates differed as to 
the proportion of this supenonty. There was perfect secrecy with 
regard to this matter, and attempt at misleading by givmg out ex- 
aggerated numbers Since the days of Munich (September, 93 J, 

Geimtoy has had double the number of planes either in pioduetion 
or in use that Britain had At that time one estimate had it that 
Germany had 3,300 first-line planes and Britain 1,600 , the monthly 
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proddction was 600 lor Gexmatiy, 300 (or Butain The o^ansion of 
Bnfcain’s Imperial Air Force and aircraft production that is beino worked in 
Canada and in the B S A does not appear to have been ^ile to minimise 
the gap that has been standing between German and Biitish aeroplane 
production With regard to their quality the opinion o£ Major-General James 
E Chaney of the TJ S A Army Air Corps who was Official Obseivei in 
Britain between October 10 to November 20, 1910, is not compliment- 
ary Tnne^ the New York Weekly, dated December 16, 1940, said that 
Major-General Chaney "‘low-rated’* D S A and British aeroplanes in 
engines, armament and fiie-power, compared to German planes This 
advantage in numbers and quality lying so much with Germany has 
not, however, been able to knock Britain out o£ the fight even as 
we write, that is, in the spring o£ 1941 This intrepidity o£ the Butish 
people, this dogged peitinacity, this gnm enduiance have come as a surprise 
to the world, and enhsted on her side the sympathy o£ many who are daily 
repelled by her sm o£ imperialism It is this heroism that ^ has 
stirred the U S A , the majonty o£ that country, to demand of 
their Government that such a centre of noble conduct cannot be 
allowed to h4/ burnt out by German bombers Apart fioln material 
consideratrons^'Britain's resistance appears to have staitcd a wave of 
idealism in the gieat republic which finds expression lu words like those 

‘Then, under such conditions, the etrupgle that Britain is now waging with a 
hexoism to which any tribute is almost an insult a heioism tint is so high thnt 
it 16 laughter for the participants and tears for the beholders, becomes our struggle 
too ” — (Wtlltam Bard tn Reader^s Digest) 

It IS the inspiration of this heroism that must 
have moved President Eoosevelt to quote from Long- 
fellow, while introducing Mr Wendell Willkie to Mr 
Churchill, the following hues 

“ Sail on, 0 Ship of State I 
Sail on, 0 Union, strong and gieat 1 
Humanity with all its fears, 

With all the hopes of future years, 

Is hanging breathless on thy fate I*' 

This outburst of idealism and admiration carries a- message of 
hope to the hard-piessed people of Britain It supplies a spiritual 
USA help not material plane the help that has been 

“fast enough^' flowing from the U S A to Britain has not been 
nor ‘ fiuliicient” as imposing William Bullitt, foimer U S A ambas- 
to Prance, who is repoited to bo a confidante 
of the President, in course of a speech delivered at the "Oversea 
Press Club made public declaration that his country had not been 
pioducmg weapons fast enough”, and that it was “not supplying 
weapons m sufficient quantities to the British, the Chinese, iind the 
Lieeks , that it was only making just the effort that it is - not 
trOThlesome to make” The causes of this apathy were indicated^ by 
TnHl unwillingness of the people to read the meanings of the 

So he isolationists’ desiie to retreat 

into the pre-1914 world , the exploitation by Communists and Nazis 

could nse onlv ‘‘rl 'hat his ifeopffi 

S3 ^^®*hl 0 opportunity, to a felt contingency” thev 

could not be scared into action from afai ” wugency , cney 


President Roose- 
velt B admiration 
and bopo 
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Meanwhile the ‘‘isolationisfes’* and the “interventionists” aie having 
then propaganda in the country holding up the pioduction of essen- 
tial needs to ho supplied to Britain The name of 
Strono* irolaUomst Colonel Charles Lindbeigh has become famous as a 

Reeling representative of the former gioup Giving evidence 

before the House (of Eepiesentatives) Foreign Affairs 
Committee, he vj^as quite frank in his - opposition to help to Biitam 
at this late stage - ^ 

“Our aid is not going to be suSicient, and I believe that we have encouraged 
a war in Europe that is not going to be successful ” 

This insinuation of encouragement had reference to the German alle- 
' gation that President Roosevelt had encouraged Poland to oppose the 
German demands on Danzig Another leader of the “isolatiomsts”, Senator 
General Hugh Johnson was for ‘ aid to Britain”, hut he was op^iosed 
to the crusading spirit that gets hold of his people now and then , 
this he stigmatized as “humanitarian loUipopping all over the world” 
But the most significant of U S figures who was c^micall^’' opposed to 
all '“loUipoppmg” was Henry Ford, “the auto-cai king ” ^He .made a 
suggestion which an American paper has characterized •"as “a cold, 
teriible-child-hke idea ” In a “copyright” interview to the Atlanta 
Consiztufion he suggested that the USA give both Britain and the Ai^is 
Powers “the tools to keep on fighting until they both collapse ” Warming 
into feiTour ho continued 

“There is no xighteousness in cither cause If we cm beep both sides 
fighting long enough until they cannot fight any more, then may be the little 
people will open their eyes With both people equally collapsed into internal 
dissolution, then the USA can play the role for which it has the strength and 
ability 

What this role is hkely to he, was described by Wendell 
Willkie — ‘^here is an international situation which by reason of its 
“World leadership’ very chaos ofters to America the opportunity for 
“Union Now of woild leadership)” Whether or not this leadership 
tlie 0 S and sis ^ -will take shape in another imperialism lies in the 
British Democracies womb of the future But there is no doubt that the 
mind of the IJnited States is being made ready for this leadership 
Clarence Streit of the Union Now book fame (July, 1939) has begun 
pi’opagrcnda ^in this behalf An oigamsation known as Fedc) al Union 
was founded about that time to push his plan for a “Union of 
15 Democracies ” It has 60 Chapters in the USA, 60 moie 
aae being oiganised The British organisation has 250 Chapters with 
10,000 members There are in U S A about 3,000 College students 
anH "Faculty members In the third week of July, 1940, he got 
published in the New YoiTc Times a full-page advei tisement, “paid for 
by a group of American citizens”, pioposmg “Union Now of the United 
States and the six Biitish Democracies before it is too late ’ 
Pending-^ a Constitutional Convention, an Inter-Oontmental Congress 

should be set up *‘on this side of the Atlantic”, composed of 27 re- 

presentatives of the US A , 11 from the United Kingdom, 3 fiom 
Canada, 3 from Australia, 2 each from Eire, Union of South Africa 

and , New Zealand The Union would he empowered to handle foreign 

affairs and relations, estabhsh a common currency, common citizenship, 



-DECLMUE& m ] INDIA IN HOME POLITY^ 65 

common communications in the Federal Union* All powers not 
specifically gianted to the Union, would be retained by each State 
which could be Sociahst or Capitahst or Bepubhc like the USA 
or a Monarchy like Britain Each State would have to incoiporate 
a Bill of Plights granting freedoili of speech, of worship, of the 
Pxess, the right to freedom ot assembly An interesting item m the 
advertisement is the {olioTwing*^ 

‘The British Fleet ivould be secured against surrender, and united with the 
USA Fleet, to rule the waies, even though England and Ireland were 
invaded and crushed” 

We do not know what consolation will be derived by the people 
of Great Bntain, of Northern Ireland and Eire from this scheme, 
and how it is proposed to console oi compensate them when the 
USA and Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand will 
be sailing away with “the Bntish Fleet ” 

But these speculations are concerned with the futuie Here 
and now Britain is m peril and has been yearningly loolnng out 
Britain U S — towards the USA, beyond the Atlantic, to come 
“relation o! to her rescue, to take part in the crusade of the 
mutual sellish- 20bh century for the defence of democracy The 
great republic also appears to have become afraid of 
fcho triumphant advance of Nazi Germany Her politicians, her 
strategists, make no secret of the fear “If Great Bntain is defeated**, 
says Admiral Wilham Standby, former chief of Naval Operations, “the 
United States will find it impossible to cope with the combined sea 
stiength of the A^as Powers ** He is abo convinced that “short of 
activo co-opeiation by our American naval resources, the survival 
of the Biitish Empire is a desperate gamble Failure to give this 
CO operation is, therefore, a desperate gamble with American security ** 
The recognition of this “relation of mutual selfishness** has become 
a plank of Anglo-Amencan unity of war efforts, as hoth^ the States ^ 
ho between “the unquenchable passions of Western Europe and the 
reawakening activities and ambitions of Eastern Asia^* .In the present 
war which has been developing into a second “world war*', the 
dispersion of the Bntish Empire over the seven seas; and -of* the 
United States over two oceans — the Atlantic and the Pacific— requires 
that their combined na\ies should equal if not surpass any possible^ 
combination of navies Bub an estimate has it that even in 1943 
when lb is expected that USA production would be reaching its 
highest mark, the number of war-ships will be for Germany-Italy-Japan 
— 962 , foi the Umted States — 422 The estimate explains the cause of 

the anxiety which the U S A has been feeling for the safety o( the ^ 
Navy It has, therefore, been thought necessary that the Bntish Navy 
should pass under the lomt control of the two States (The Strett J^mi 
of JJiuon Now) The fall of France was followed by a wild spate 
of speculation m the Press of the Umted States about the fate of the 
British Navy For, it was felt to he almost certam that Britain could 
not stand up to the German might Publicists got busy speculating 
on the proportion of the Bntish Navy that would be destroyed in 
the fight with Germany — ^the proportion that would destroy itself 
lather than fall into German hands, the proportion that could not 

9 
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escape captuie, and tlie pioporbion tliafc would escape into the United 
States and into the Dominions These speculations have been falsified 
up-to-date by Bntam lemaimng whole and fighting 


Biitam was also anxious foi co-bpeiation with the lepubhc It was, 
therefoie, natuial that she should welcome occasions that would enable 
‘•Ewliango’ ot to oblige hei Anglo-Saxon ‘undo” of the USA 

destroyers for It Was in this spirit that she must have facilitated 

naval and air the setting-up of the Joint Defence Boaid between 

bases Canada and U S A , aiianged at the Ogdensbuig 

(New York State) talk between Piosident BianKlm Roosevelt and the 
Canadian Piime Mimstei, Mackenzie King The leality of Canada’s 
in'einational relationship -tied to the United Kingdom by heait-stiings and 
to the USA by social and economic ties — made such a development 
inevitable Canada’s economic tie-up with her southern neighbour becomes 
easy to understand with the help of the following figures Out of the total 
US A foreign investment of about 2,500 ciores of rupees Canada 
nurtures more than half , out of the total Canadian foreign mvestment 

of 730 ciores of rupees more than half has been put into USA 

ventures The growing complexity of international affairs and the 

approaching throat of the Totalitarianisms have forced on these two neigh- 
bours a 30 int effort in defence and offence The “mother country” of 
both these States has blessed this arrangement She has done more 
She has leased to the U S A on “a 99-year3 leasehold basis” certain 
areas in certain islands in her possession in the Atlantic border of 
tlie republic where existing naral and an bases can be impioved ,and 
now ones built up The islands are — Newfoundland, Buimuda, Antigua, 
St Lucia, Trinidad, Georgetown, Bahama and Jamaica In exchange 
'for these Britain has got 50 “over-age” destroyers , these are “good for 
convoy duty ” A U S A publicist has woiked out the profit of the 
USA through this deal The bases that there are and will be built 

up are the ‘equn alent of 5 battleships, or 2,500 aeroplanes, or an Amry 
Corps, or a couple of new arrnoured divisions ” 


The history of this “exchange”, as it was given by Mr Winston 
ClruicliiU in August, 1910, in the House of Commons, is interesting 
“Some months ago we came to the conclusion” that 
U S Iiontler mterests of the U S and of the Britisli Empire 

the Mlanlic ° ° both reguiied that the U S should have facilities for 
the naval and air defence of the Western Hemisphere 
“Presently we learnt” that anxiety was also felt in the U S about the 
air and naval defence of their Atlantic sea-board President Roosevelt 
made it clear that he would hke to discuss with the governments of 
Britain, of Canada, of Newfoundland, the development of American na\ al 
and air facihties As a result of these discussions the “exchange” 
described abo\ e took iilace To a distant observer it appeared that the 
USA had driven a rather hard bargain in the matter But the 
publicists and pubhc men of Britain appeared to be more enthusiastic 
over the deal than their opposite numbers in the USA The 
Nation & New Statesman, the London weekly, hailed the deal as “a 
miracle of improvisation”, as “one of the most far-reaching commitments 
in human history” In excess of enthusiasm the paper wrote ; 
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"We are content that this should be so We are their brothers in arms, in 
war, as in peace, for a century to come ’’ 

The British Premier was more sober m language On September 
5, 1940, announcing tbe deal, he said 

‘‘This IS why I am glad that the armed air and naval frontiers of the U S 
have been advanced along a wide area into the Atlantic Ocean, and tint this will 
enable them to tale danger by the throat while it is still hundreds of miles away 
from the home-land ” 


Developments m the Atlantic sea-board of the United States 
of America, about 10,000 miles distant from Indian shores, that have 

occupied our attention so long and so far may not 

Brmsh^A*^ appear to have any connection with our “Home 

American rieets Polity” in India The other de\ elopments, that have 

been browing in the mid-Paciflc m the cauldron of 
Japan's ambitions and desires to build up a “Greater East Asia”, 
are about half that distance from our shores Trusting to this distance 
we cannot live in peace Our inclusion within Britain’s “dependent 
empire” has drawn us into the maelstrom of international politics 
India’s strategic -frontiers have been extended to Egypt in tho west 
and Hongkong or Singapore in the east And viewing matters from 
Clarence Stroit’s angle of the Union Noiv, or looking into the future, 
we in India cannot or will not be allowed to live a hermit’s 
life during times when history and geography aio being re-made, 

made anew, almost every six months In the last volume of tho 

Annual Itegistei we have traced the movement of thought and dream 
that destiny appears to be charting for the people of tho United 
States Not all tho _ people in that republic who have been thinking 
and dreaming of “world leadership” for their own country are 
thinkers and dreamers There are many hard-headed men amongst 
them who have been drawing up a balance-sheet of profit andv,los 3 
that would accrue as a consequence of an Anglo-American partnership 
in world affairs Their mind peeps out of the words that appeared 

in an article published in tho U S A monthly — The Living Age 

in its Eebmary, 1941, number — 


•‘Physically speaking tbe Biitish Isles are of little value to us, even if fbev 
survive, systematic destruction of tbeir facilities ( ports, communication heads 
industrial installations etc) continues unabated We do want, howetei tariff W 
access to tho vast markets of the Dominions and Colonies We want free access 
to tbcir sources of ^in rubber, nickel, magnesium, gold, vegetable oils, iron, and a 
long list of other materials Wo want a more lesponsible interest iii the Bi tish 
Navy, and wc could doubtless save millions in piojected naval constiuction bH 
joint ownership of the British and American Fleets ny a 


‘'Dollar Impcrial- 
isni” on the 
wing 


It IS the hard-headed appraisers of assets under British control 
represented by the article quoted above who, we may he sure, will 
be dominating policy in the coming years In the 
last volume of the Annual Eegistei we have 
discussed how the ‘mixing up” of Anglo-American 
■ITT i. ni t ®°_^°Pofully and exultantly welcomed by Mr 

Winston Cburchill, the British Premier, is being brought nearer bv 
the Anglo German War, b^ the adversity of Britain shrewdly exploited 
by tho ruling classes of the United States as tbe opportunity for the 
expansion of dollar imperialism” over tho far spaces of the world 
Clarence Streit’s Union Now is an indication of some such deTdop- 
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ment His omission of any reference to India in tbe scheme he has 
adveitised exposes the woikmgs of a mind that is blinded by ciedal 
and coloui conceits in sketching pohtical and economic anangements 
We can pass by this scheme aS* vre believe that no “ne^v oidei” in 
the world can he estabhshed oif be made stable which ignored 
India 01 thought that India could be kept satisfied and contented 
as part of the “dependent empire” of the Anglo-American ' "Union” 
Foi the piesent wai will be but an episode in -thd procession of 
international bitterness if it failed to settle the problem of “Have- 
got” and "Have-not” Powers Ambitions of defeated and "Ha%e-not” 
Poweis, the insulted self-iespect of peoples, will start another confla- 
gration before the losses of the piesent one has been made up The 
ruhng classes of the modem woild know this moie than any bod 3 ' 
else But as in the past, so m the piesent, they cannot halt the 
maich of gieed and piide Teachings of religions, the experience of 
the futihty of wais, did not teach om Aryan fore-fathers, filmed in 
the Hamayana and the Mahahhai ata, to behave better The European 
and American peoples, those of the Soviet lepubhcs and of Japan, 
appear to be following the same loimd of folly, to be heading for 
the same sufferings and age-long frustrations 




Today when the Euiopean continent appeals to be shaLing nndei 
the tiamp of Geimany’s triumphant hosts, when Japan has been 


Berlm-Rome- 
^ Tokyo-Treaty 
1940 


doing hei best and worst to subdue China and 
estabhsh a "Gieatei East Asia’’, we in India appeal 
to be watching events, desciibed in the Samayaiia 
and the Mahahhai ata The causes of the disputes 


might have been diffeient, bub m methods of waifaie, in the bitterness 
of waifaie, in the sense of injustice and cruel wiong, in the piide 
of poweii the heroes of those umememhered days did not diftei much 
horn the HitTeis, the Mussolmis and the Churchills of the piesent 
£a 3 \ Modern mterpieteis of the Raiiiayana and the Mahahhai aia 
stones have told us that behind the slogans of right and justice 
uttered by the combatants of those days theie were mateiial inteiests 
for which they sacnficed themselves in such piofusion Today also 
we are asked by the combatants to sufiei and sacrifice foi the 
establishment of “new orders” in Euiope, in Asia and in Aiiica 
"Wliafe the leaders of the Axis Poweis — Geimany, Italy and Japan — 
want, we know Bntain thiough the bps of Mi Winston Churchill 
•has not cared to give the woild any bettoi idea of hei war aims 
#than opposition to and desti action of all that the Euiopean and 
Asiatic dictatorships stood for The Axis Powers appear to desiia 
~ ’that Britain, which has bossed over the woild for about t^so 
bundled years, should allow them to have a try at the same game 
They do not make a secret of the fact that Britain stands between 
their desire and destiny , that the United States by supporting 
Biitain in this madness must share a part of the guilt foi fiustrat- 
ing a histone piocess In the Preamble of the Axis Tieat^’' signed 
in the morning of September 27, 1940, is a charter of the new 
order of things calculated to promote and maintain the piospeiity 
and welfare of the jieoples concerned” (of Em^gpe and Greater East 
Asia ) In Alt IJ Japan “recognises and respects - the leadership 
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of Geimany and Italy'" m the European new order , Germany and 
Italy ^‘recognise and respecfe the leadership of Japan' m the new older 
m Greater East Asia Ait7 III of the treaty holds a threat of 
“pobtical,. economic and military means” which will be used if and 
when *"one of the contracting . -parties is attacLed by a Power at 
present not involved m tho European war or in the Chinese- Japanese 
conflict -This Aiticlo has been interpreted as directed specially 
against the Enited States , President Eoosevelt has done so in a 
broadcast in the first week of January, 1941 ‘‘the throat that if 
the United States interfered with oi blocked a programme aimed 
at world control — they (the Tripartite Powers) would unite in ultimate 
action against the United States ” 


Since those days men and women in the world ha^e been specu- 
lating about tbe time and place when and where Japan would make 
good this threat British administrators who till tho 
souther^ time we have been dealing with had been asking us to 

trust to British power on sea on land and in the air for 
the defence of India's frontiers awakened themselves 


and wakened us to the danger that appeared to be appioaching us 
from tbe east, from Japan Speculations m the Press also became 
busy with regard to the possible moves of Japan It was apparent 
that with her control of tbe Island of Hainan north-east and of tho 


Spiatley Island south-east of Indo China, Japan has established hei 
dominance over the sea route to Singapore But “a giaver aspect of 
this business centres in Siam "With the help of Buddhist propagandar 
Siam has for some years revolved m the Japanese orbit” (New 
Statesman & Nation) There has evolved m Burma also a “Fifth Column"^ 
through whom Japan has been irritating tho fear m Burman hearts of tfio 
peaceful hordes of China who have been flooding into Burma Wo have 
a ceitam feeling, however, that Japan would not be moving against . 
Malaga or Burma before things got busy in the East Mediteiianean 
and the Bntish lost control over hei special possessions in and around 
this area — Egypt, the Suez Canal, Palestine, Iraq , that Japan would 
not daio move her Navy so far away from her Home^^Base. Foi, 
her Navy like that of Britain is her “life-hne” , she cannot usk it 
The more possible moves are to be made through Indo-China and Siam* 

As soon as France fell m Europe Indo-Chma became a helpless victim 
to tho aggiession of Japan and Siam Tho latter country demanded 
certain “fiontier rectifications” east of the rivei Mekong 
The The French administration in Indo-Ohina had yield -- 

prolinunary steps to this demand It was given out that Japan 

had acted the part of an “honest bioker". 
this affair , that the commission that she had extracted from both 
the contesfcants has not been inconsiderable From Indo China^ she 
demanded the following “virtual monopoly of Indo-China's production 
of nee , rubber and coal free-hand to exploit Indo-China's natural 
resources , military garrison along the Chinese frontier (6,000 aceoid- 
ing to Japanese report , 60,000 according to Chinese) Japanese in- 
spectors at all Indo-Chinese custom houses , a naval base at the 
Camianh Bay , defence concessions at Saigon , an bases throughout 
Indo China - From Thailand (Siam) she demanded “a Naval Base at 
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fche Gulf of Siam foi a Fleet of 15 bafctlesliipg, cimseis and auxiliary 
ciaffcs *’ The delegates signed as the threat was held that unless the 
teims were accepted naval units would go into action, and invasion of 
both the countries would follow 

It does not lequire much thought to undei stand that these Japanese 
activities aie a tbieat to the ceitainties of existence to which India 
, , , has got habituated duiing about the last two bundled 

first de^drof 20th and Vol I of 1940, of the 

centnry &. now Annual H&gister, we have discussed the various ways 
in which India has been influenced during the last 
forty yeais by Japan During the first decade of this century Japan 
was the centre of hope of all the Asiatic peoples , and how since 
she occupied Korea and began to practise all the arts of eximnding 
imperialism, she has suffered in the estimation of hei fellow- Asiatics 
This disillusionment may be due to the fact that we, Indians, looked 
on Japan through a halo of romance and idealism , that without any 
experience of “high pohtics” we fell easy victims to the slogans 

about Asiatic unity, about Japan anxious and ready to help fellow- 
Asiatics who lived under European domination The rude shaking 
that we have received from Japan has, however, been a distinct boon 
We have learnt that idealism does not move State pohcy , that 

group or national self-interest cannot afford to be guided by idealistic 

motives , that an individual Japanese, an individual Briton, 

an individual Indian, an individual German can make the utmost 
sacrifice in defence of ]ugtice, but that none of the conglomeration of 
'these individuals which are nations are capable of such idealistic 
conduct Therefore is it that we can look with a ceitam amount of 
detachment on the conflicts and competitions between nations between 
“the Powers” of Europe, Asia and America , and ve can prepare 
ourselves for the uncertainties of the "new orders” that German, 
Anglo-American, Japanese or Soviet leadership has been building up for 
the world This may sound cymcal But this amount of cynicism 
or agnosticism is helpful in these hectic days m maintaining some sort 
of a balance, in looking at world shaking events 


We have dealt so far with developments, near and far One 
enigma, however, remains which has defied the scrutiny of the most 
» wise of statesmen, and the utmost curiosity of news- 

paper correspondents The Soviet dictator has been 
Soviet this enigma since August, 1939 when he allowed 

the Soviet Eoreign Minister Molotov and the German 
Foreign Minister Kibbentrop to effect the Non- Aggression Pact Since 
then the question has been repeatedly asked — who has gained by the 
Pact ? The Soviet has gained Poland, has been able to rope in 
Lithuania, Esthonia, Latvia as units in the Soviet State , has gained 
Bessarabia All these teriitoiies she has gained without shedding a 
drop of blood, so to say Her adventure in Finland has not been 
as creditable But Germany has gained more And when she stretched 
her hands towards Rumania and helped to disrupt this State by 
distributing chunks of Rumaman territory among her proteges 
Hungary and Bulgaria — and forced her entrance into the Bbick Sea, 
speculations got busy with the reactions of the Boviet to this 
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German movement towards the East JCt 5vas asserted that the Soviet 
could not tolerate this But the Soviet did toleiate it It is difB.- 
cult to imagine that Germany could do this tuck without the 
connivance oi the Soviet, could spoit in the waters oi the Black 
Sea without Soviet appioval A clause m the Busso-German Non- 
Aggression Pact had spoken of the signatones remaining “in continuous 
touch with each other for consultation and m order to inform each 
other regarding questions that concern their mutual interest ” It 
IS difficult to believe that the Soviet did not have any interest in 
the changes m Eumama that have made the Nazi and Soviet States 
near neighbours which, we have been told, was the one thing both 
wanted to avoid 

History, recent history when Herr Hitlei was cursing Communism 
with such gusto, doss not support tbo thesis that the luling classes 
^ of the Eeich and the Soviet were at daggers’ drawn 

* GcrmaDys ^ with each other The predecessors of the Nazis m 

Soviet help the government of the “Eopubhc thou military 

advisers, saw “Germany's military rebuth” resulting 
from “a conjunction with Eussia", to quote Geneial Schleicher who 
was for a short while Chancellor of the German Eepublic , he was 
the predecessor of Von Papan who made way for Hen Hitler 
General Hans Von Seeckt, the creator of the Eeicbswehi which form 
the officers’ cadre of the German Army even of to-day, was the 
moving spirit m helping to reach an understanding with the Soviet 
by the Treaty of Eappallo and the Military Agreement of 1922r 
Chancelloi Scheidemann levealed in the Eeichstag on Decombei 16, 
1926, that the Eoichwohr was enabled to maintain a special group 

which spent about seven croies of rupees every year foi the manu- 
facture of arms m the Soviet m contravention of the military clauses 
of the Versailles Treaty German reaimament centres wore allowed 
to be built by the Soviet on her own soil Over a hundred 
Heichwehr offfeers were given constant leave for special military 
duties in Eussia Marshall Keitel, the present Coramander-in-Chief 
of the Germany Army, was one of them , General Hasse was 
another of the leaders of the pro-Eussian party 


This may appear as old history today But even as late 
as the autumn of 1939, aftei the present war had staifced, the 
Soviet Prime Minister and Eoreign Minister, M Viacheslav 
^Rnssla— Molotov, was as solicitious of German interests and 
sentiments He pioposed a “Mutual Assistance Pact’' 
Totalitarla juj-jj-gy ^ p^^gj means that if one of the 


signatories is attacked the other is obliged to come to 
his aid But M Molotov insisted on an "escape clause’’ that such a 
Pact “would not induce it to actions which might draw it mto an 
armed conflict with Germany” This history discredits the thesis 
that the Eeich and the Soviet have been pulling away m 
opposite directions It rather supports the statement made by 
one of the most prominent of Hungarian ladio commentatois that “if 
the United States was the arsenal of Democracy, Eussia must now 
become the arsenal of Totalitananism ” The ruling classes of the Soviet 
State cannot, it app-'ars, even now forget “all tne possible acts com- 
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mifcfced by Biifcain” agamsfc ’tbei? country The appointment of Sii 
Stafford Cupps as Bntain’s ambassador at Moscow, the Soviet capital, 
has not loalised all the hopes entei tamed M Molotov thinks it 
possibly does indicate a desiie on the pait of Biitain to impiove 
relations between the two countiies ” But this lecognition has bean, 
It appeals, weakened by ceitam air activities At the opening session 
of the 7th session of the Soviet Pailiament on August 1, 1940, M 
Molotov refeiied to these without naming any names 

late in Maich two foreign planes coming from the direction of Tian visited 
the region of Baku The Iianian Government deemed it necessary to deny this 
fact hut the documents of the German White Paper thieiv suflicient Iiglit on the 

incident The repeited dispatch of this reconnaissance air craft could not aim at 

anything othei than the corapliiation of our relations with neighbouring countries 
Undesiiable MSits of aii-craft to Baku and Batum were iaterpreted by us in tins 
sense .. ’ 

In the last volume of the Annual Register wo diew attention to 
the discussion in the British Press going on in the beginning of spiing, 
1940, that the Soviet should be invaded either fiom 
The Soviet— the north thioiigh Finland or fiom the south thiough 

corner-stone of Iraq, and quoted the Sunday Times as saying that 

peace "air-aids on Baku from advanced points in Mosul 

would, if successful, go neai ending the Wai and 

would bo a far less risky opeiation than an attack 
on the Siegfiied Line ” As we wiite, the wisdom of the British 
■* Government appears to have put a stop to this ripple of a biain 
wave And Turkej’’, Iraq, Iran, Afgamstan, and India who are 

neighbours of the Soviet have been spared the extension of the war 
inside their territoiies Not one of these countries could have liked 
this prospect As it is, Germany is the victor on the Euiopean 

continent. The wonderful and magnificent defence put up by little 
Greece against the Some partner of the Axis, the defeats inflicted on 
the Italian Aimy in the hills and dales of the Gieecian peninsula by 
the small Greek Army, by its 100 aeroplanes, will have a place in 
•world' history There cannot bo any manner of doubt that Britain 
ayas strengthening Greek resistance by the help of munitions , it was 
feiven out that in November, 1940, the Greek Government had 
allowed Britain to establish naval and an bases in the Island of 
Orete^'Iess than 100 miles from the mainland of Greece The 
continuing unsuccess of the Italian adventure in Greece, the possible 
opening up of a new front directed against Germany being organised 
by Britain in the isles of Greece which might be easily transferred 
to Greece — these developments will force Germany to rnterwene with 
all her might in Greece For, Germany cannot afford to have two 
fronts to fight against This had been the one consideration that 
ji^uenced the Nazi leaders to swallow their much-advertised prejudice 
against Bolshevism, and enter into the Non-Intervention Pact on the 
23Td of August, 1939, with the Soviet The consideration that in- 
fluenced the Russian rulers was that on no account and under no 
sircumstances will_they allow then countr*y to get entangled in the 
present war — an imperialist war according to their view of things 
though it 18 difficult to forgot the fact that the Russo-Gennan Pact hastened 
this war by assuring Germany immunity from any attack from the east 
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Eussia’s bsnevolenb neuhalifcy has kepb wesbern Asia free from bhe 
disbracbions, bhe dangers and bhe losses ^of wai We who live m 
the middle of soubhein Asia aMo en]oy bhe frmbs of bhis policy— for 
how long only bhe fubure can say 

But thi& freedom from external danger has not made ota country 

and people happy Internally we have been quarreling with one 

-another — Hindu and Mushm, Bengalee and Beharee, the 
Separatist feelings and the Andhra , the lulera of the Indian States 

appiehensive of their privileges, threatened by the 
rising tide of democratic feeling, of a feeling for the 
better distribution of wealth and the amenities of life 

In successive volumes of the Indian Annual Register we have 
been trying to understand and explain the many forces, personal and 
impeisonal, that have been responsible for embittering human relations 
m India We have tried to trace the emergence of an all-India 
feeling that would build a new unity in India through ‘"the 

eiadication, by direct, friendly, personal intercourse, of all possible 
race, creed, and provincial prejudice among all lovers of the country”, 
to quote the words of the first President of the Indian National 
Congress, W 0 Bonnerjea (Woomesh Chandra Bonneijea) In this 
field of noble work there have been many labourers belonging to 
every community in India In many directions their work has been 
crowned with success But the success has not been as complete as 
the pioneers of the Congress had dreamt of The “prejudice” born of racial or 
credal or provincial or linguistic differences has by a curious trick gained ^ 
the upper hand m India to-day, and threatens to start a ‘‘civil war” in ' 
the country Through the Press and on the platform there has been 
resounding all over India the cry that India was no nation, that in 
theory and in fact, she has been never a nation , that in India 
there could be a Hindu nation, a Muslim nation, a Dravid nation , 
that there can be only Hindustan or Pakistan or Dravidistan or 
Shikhistan — not India one, whole, and indivisible The controversy 
lashed by these separatist conceits and slogans has been as vigorous 
duiing these six months (July — December, 1940) The demand of the 
Muslim League embodied in the Lahore resolution suggesting a ^ivi^ion 
of India into Hindu Zones and Mushm Zones has created a “civil 
war” mentality in the country Even so sedate and sober a puhhQ 
man as Sir Sivaswamy Iyer of Madras has been led to declare that 
this division would be resisted at the cost of a civil war 

In the rising temper of communalism men of good will are being 
pushed aside But they have not been yielding place without a 
struggle During the period we have been dealing with 
in many of the Convocation Addresses dehvered to th^* 
different Universities the theory of the Hindus anSl ' 
Muslims of India being separate nations has 
challenged by the majority of the speakers At the Osmania University 
(Hyderabad, Deccan), Sir Maurice Gwyer, Chief Justice of the Federal 
Courb^ of India, drew pointed attention to the danger of accentuating 
this civil war mentality, and for a warning asked us to remember 
the suffering, and misery of 18bh century India, to look to. China 
where the absence of “a strong and powerful Central GovemmenV’ 
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has enfc tiled intense human miseiy At the Mushm Umversity 
(Aligaih) Sir Sultan Ahmed spoke of the unwisdom of making much 
of the cultuial differences between Hindus and Mushms And he 
leached the bed-rock of Indian life when he declared 

“There is no gainsaying the fact that racially and politically tve are all 
Indians , we breathe the same atmosphere and till the same laud We are inheri- 
tors of the same old proud civilisation our destinies are linked together ’ 

Sii Akbar Hy^’dari at the Bombay University reached a higher 
India’s sense of altitude of thought when he utilized the highest 
unity behind the generalisation of moderen science and of ancient 
phenomenal world knowledge and wisdom to re-emphasise the umty 
that has been India’s, from before historic times . 

“Tlie 19 th century belief in the permanent diversity of elements has been 
discarded Matter and Spirit are no longer held to be different and opposed to 
each other The belief in the supreme Unity behind the phenomenal world is a 
very ancient maxim of Indian thought From it sprang the principle of respect for 
all religions as so many different avenues to salvation Our country has been the 
meeting place of all the great religions and the great cultures of the world 
Our country, by the assembling in it from immemornl times of all the great 
religions, is the one place where such an outlook ( ‘enlightened religious outlook” ) 
IS most likely to be developed ” 

But lu the temper and mood m which the controveifciahsts were 
during these months, there was little chance of people being moved 
by such idealism The majority of them refused to accept the purpose 
of Indian history as described by Sir Akbai Hydaii They were 
aftei material interests in the pursuit of which they could not afford 
to have the native hue of then resolution sicldied over with the 
pale cast of such thoughts The pubhcation in the Indian Press of 
the coiiespondence that had passed between Mi Jinnah and Loid 
Linhthgow and his Private Secietair, Mi Laithwaite, during the period — 
February 24, 1940 to September 26, 1940 — threw a vivid hght on the 
^’communal problem’^ as it was described in the pamphlet entitled 
Communal JSamnony written by Peicival Spear (Oxford Umveisitj" Press) 

. The British stands by in anxious helplessness, with no plnn^ of its own 
beyond beseeching the parties to agree, and promising to implement an agreement 
which it seems impossible to achieve ” 

• This conespondence may be accepted as representative not only of 
the Mushm League mind but of the “communal mind” all over the 
country, irrespective of its many differences There is 
^en^l™”provfn-” attempt on the pait of Mr Jinnah to minimise the 
clal Governments many diffeiences that stood between the Hindu and 
the Mushm of India in building a free State in this 
country He is cynically fiank in showing that he is out to be given 
places of power and patronage by Lord Linhthgow m the Gential and 
Piovmcial Governments of India In course of the “rough note’’ 
.,piepared by him of the points discussed between His Excellency and 
the Mushm League leader on June 27, 1940, and sent to Mr Laithwaite, 
_ Mr Jinnah made the followmg demand 

the Executive Council of the Viceroy should be enlarged irithin the 
frame-work of the present constitution and existing law, the additional number to 
he settled by further discussion, but it being understood that tbe-Muslim representa- 
, tives must be equal to that of the Hindus if the Congress -comes, in, otherwise 
they should have the majority of additional members as it is obvious that the mam 
burden and the responBibility will be borne by the Muslims in that case.” 
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In the Provinces where Section 93 of the Government of India 
Act has to operate, Non-official Adviseis should be appointed , ‘*the 
majonty of the Non-Official Advisers should be repiesentatives of the 
Mussalmans'' In the proposed Y7ar Council consisting of not less 
than 15 merribers," the association * of the Piinces can bo secured In 
this Council also “the "representation of Muslim India must be equal to 
that of the Hindus if the Congress comes m , otherwise they should 
have the majority*' Pinally the Muslim League should choose the 
Muslim representatnes to the Y7ar Council, to the Executive Council 
of the Governor-General, and the additional Non-Official Ad\isers of the 
Provincial Go\emors 

Lord Linlithgow, howevei, appears to have been 
Lord Linlithgow unable to accept these Mushm League overtures with 

daugerous implications In the letter dated 6th 
July 1940, he made this clear 

‘There is, however, , no question of responsibility falling m greater or less 
degree on any particular section Responsibility will be that of Go\ernor-Genernl- 
in Council as a whole, such persons cannot be the nominees of any political 
parties, '' 

We think that Mr Jinnah invited this rebuff He had forgotten 
reality, encouraged thereto by bis feeling that the Muslim League and 
the Indo-British Government were as “confident fnends" Otherwise 
he could not have written in his first letter dated February 24> 1940, 
the following friendly remonstrance 

We are constrained to state that Your Excellency is unnecessarily o^er-anxious 
about the interests of other communities. It has never been our desire to unjustly 
harm any community ” 

Mr Jinnah in this correspondence did not care to mention the name 
of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha which claims to represent the 
TTt T Tir 1 feelings and sentiments, to defend the interests, of the 

^"cannot he Hindu community of India In this he has been less 

Ignored the realist that he claims to be His assurance 

that the Mushm League had no desire to unjustly 
harm any community has been taken with the proverbial gram of 
salt At a meeting of the Working Committee of the All-India Hindu 
Mahasabha, held on September 22, 1940, a few resolutions were passed One 
of the resolutions recognised that the present war has offered opportunity “foi^ 
the general militansation of the Hindus, and for the organisation of the 
sy^stem of India on sound - and up-to-date modern lines, so that India be 
converted ihto a self-contained defence unit " 

It also expressed willingness “whole-heartedly to work out the 

Hindu schemes of the expansion of the Viceroy's ' Executive 

Maha^sabha Council and the War Advisory Council" — but ‘ on 

demand honourable terms of equity and justice" And in the 

V. next clause it indicated the lines of this equitable 
and just policy — that 

“in view of the reported undeistanding between the Viceroy and the MuSiin 
League th^ the League would be gnen 2 (two) Beals on the pioj osed exltnded 
Lxecutnc Counat and 5 ( five ) seats in the proposed War Adiipoiv GounciL'^lhe 
Hindu MahasaWia ciaims representation of 6 ( six V scats on the extended Execut- 
ive Council 4ind 15 (fifteen) Ecats on the War Adiisory Council on tim 
population basis ” * 
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Public men in India, leaders of public feeling and opmion in Lidia 
who -were oufeside the Indian National Congress, the All-India Hindu 
National Mabasabba, the All-India Muslim League and the 

GoTornment National Libeial Federation, have also been applying 

“r^ponsible to then minds to the solution of the political deadlock 

° in India They have diffeied fiom these oiganisations 

in certam of the piinciples and pohcies that guide and seek to give 
practical shape to India’s piesent and future But in one thing they 
and lepresentatives of the oiganisations named above appear to be 
agieed that only a united demand can bend the Biitish Government 
to suiiendei power, only a united effoit can oigamse the forces and 
resources of the country for the success of the war into which the 
British Imperial Government has thrown India. Sir Te] Bahadur 
Sapiu of Allahabad may be accepted as a representative of this feehng 
and opinion In a statement made through the Press in the second 
week of December, 1940, he recalled the suggestion he had made in 
May last about the way in which "a minimum amount of agreement” 
could be reached amongst the various pohtical parties in India con- 
tending for their respective share of pohtical power This could be done 
by the setting up of a "National Government ” Sir Tej Bahadur explained 
the nature of this “National Government” — it might be a Government 
responsible to the Legislature or to the Crown In the then existing 
circumstances of the country he did not put forward the idea of a 
"National Government” responsible to the Legislature, particularly 
"because no responsible government could be formed in the 
true constitutional sense of the word upon the existing Lanchise and 
with important elements kept out of the Legislature ” In his December 
statement Sir Te] revived his May suggestion with the important 
amendment added that the "National Goreinment” should have a 
majority of Indian members, and that the Defence portfolio should bo 
in charge of an Indian 


an 


He appears to have lard special stress on the Defence problem, and on 
Indian member being in charge of Defence He felt so strongly on the 
matter that he suggested that the appointment of the 
member should coincide in time “with the 
of the new Commandei-in-chief, or even 
(Itahcs ours) The reasons for this insistence 


Sir Tej’s Insist- 
ence on Indian 
Defence Member 


he 


Indian 
advent 
6e/o? e” 

stated fianMy 

"the moral effect of that on the imagination of the people mil be immense, 
and in my opinion, the Government by agreeing to it vill be reviving the faith of 
the country, and removing the sense of frustiation ivhich, in the last analysis, 
16 affecting the entire psychology of the country ” 

Sir Te] Bahadur Sapiu was not particular with regard to the name 
which the proposed “war period” institution should be known by — call 
it "National Government”, “National Executive” or 
"Executive Council” , he was concerned “to give it in 
substance the character of a “National Government” He 
was not satisfied with Lord Linlithgow’s 8th of August 
proposals, and the spirit and shape of the commentary on these by 
the Secretary of State for India in his speech made in the House of Commons 
a week later He noted particularly that the emphasis laid on "political 
leaders joining as individuals” entitled one “to conclude that, the idea 


No “joint respon- 
sibility” in August 
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o£ collective- responsibility was mied out in the absence of the agree- 
ment in principle” between the British Government and the Indian 
people, between the- \arioiis classes, groups and parties among Indians, 

This absence ^ of agreement has been laid at the door of the 
Indian National Congress for refusing to follow Lord Linlithgow and 

bis advisers into their policy of making India a 

participant in the present war without caimg to 
consult Indian opinion British publicists and public 
men have been busy misrepiesenting Congress atti- 
tude in this matter The Round Table, the London Quarterly, has 
been least unfair m describing the developments that forced the Con- 
gress into this attitude In its September (1940) number a writer 
of a survey of “The British Commonwealth at War” made observa- 
tions that can he accepted as a representation fairly accurate nob 

only of the Congress attitude but of Nationalist India’s attittude 
He said that the Congress’ was the only note that did not accord with the 
general chorus of approval said to have been raised in India of the 

stand of the Bntish Government m the defence of what John 

Pnestly has called “that mdefinity called democracy ” But the 
Round Table writer was constrained to admit that 

“ even that note might never have bee*h sounded if only means could have 

been found for obtaining the assent of politically-minded India to the inevitable 
decision to go to *war As it tv as, the crisis caught India when she Tvas still 
standing on the threshold of Dominion Status, so that while all the Dominions 
were free to choose, India was committed to war by a constitutional procedure 
which, though legal! v coriect, provided for no consultation of the Indian people 
That was bound to affront the self-respect of Indian nationalists, since the esBence 
of nationalism is the claim to a footing of equal freedom in the society 
of nations ” 

Judged by the standards set up by the wnter in the quotation 
made above, the Bntish Government and its “subordinate” branch 
„ — the Government in India — have failed on eveiy 

to count We do not refer to the mateiial loss to 

Britain Bn tain having to carry on a world- wide war with a 

disorganised India, with an unreconciled India The 
moral loss has been incalculable The Round Table has acknowledged 
that Britain has lost “the moral influence such (Indian) support 
would have in the eyes of the world” Perhaps, the Britisher has 
lost the capacity to appreciate this loss, this moral loss, as Gandhi]i 
suggested The Britisher is extraordinarily brave in the battle-field , 
but he^ lacks bravery to take risks m the moral domain , has the 
latter “any place m British politics ?” — asked Gandhiji 

During this period the major part of British propa- 

ganda to discredit the Congress has been done by Mr Amery, 

Responsibility lor State for India In speeches made m 

Lclt.ng sSatlat Commons and ontside he was at pains 

conceits show that the demand made by the Congress 

for the recognition of India’s independence by the 
British Government is unrepresentative of Indian sentiment In his 
14th August (1940" speech explaining the virtues of Lord Linlithgow’s 
proposals of a^ we^k earlier he spoke of the constitutional deadlock 
in India as not so much between His Majesty’s Government and 
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a consentient: Opposition as between tbe mam elements in India’s 
national bfe ” He spoke of “the great Hnslim community ninety 
milbons strong”, the difference between whom and their Hindu fellow 
country-men ‘ goes deep, if not deepei than any similar diffeience in 
India ” he spoke of “the great body of what aie known as the 
Scheduled Castes who feel that as a community they stand out- 
side the mam body of the Hindu community which is lepresented 
by the Congiess ” This was an old brief from which Mr Ameiy 
spoke, himself giving the newly found “Scheduled Castes” a place 
m it About tbiity-two years back it was got ready foi Lord Morley 
when “sepal ate electoiates” were injected into the Indian constitution. 
Introducing his India Bill “honest John” had spoken as follows 

"The difference between Mobammadanism and Hinduism is not a mere 
difference of articles of religious faith or dogma It is a difference in life, in 
tradition, in history, in all the social things as well as articles of belief that 
constitute a community ” 

The verdict of history m thus exciting out of the unconscious 
life of India all the separatist conceits and ambitions wiU not be 
more comphmentaiy to British politicians than what has been passed 
on Anglo-Iiish relations The new Statesman & Hatton (London) 
anticipated this historical veidict when it wiote that the assuiance 
to the mmoiities, to the Muslims and the Princes, that they would 
not he handed over to any Government whose authority they chose 
to deny gave "a formidable nght to veto the will of Indian demo- 
cracy” to these inteiests 

"It repeats exactly what was said with fatal results to Ulster It may well be 
that coercion would be unnecessary or impossible But need we have said so with 
the solemnity of a pledge ?” 

In “the charter of intransigence” given to minority inteiests in India, Mr 
Amery did not make much of the protection of British interests stahihzed m 
India under the guise of “India Ltds ” In his 20th of November speech in 
the House of Commons he suggested a lurid picture of an independent 
India bereft of the “use of British work in the Indian Army, of 
the British troops now m India and the mam body of British Air 
Force while the Indian Air Force grows, and also of the British 
Navy” He suggested the reply to the question asked of the House 
whether it would be prepared to 

" put these forces lu ludia at India’s disposal without assuring itself of some 
guarantees as to the use to be made of these forces both in India’s external relations 
and in her internal administration ?" 

The quotations made above from Mr Amery’s two speeches 
delivered in the House of Commons describe the insoluble problems 
that India must slove if she ever hoped to attain 
Slogan Statehood m the modern world As Mr Spear said 

"Inflia^krst” Britain has nothing to contribute towards their solution 
except an “anxious helplessness”, as useless as it is 
irritating It is, therefore, that Mr Amery’s speech, made at Foyle’s 
Luncheon on the 21st of December (1940) where he commended the 
-watchword of India Fnst, did not carry any message of hope to 
distracted India — distracted by a European war mtP "^yhich^ she had 
been pushed, distracted by communal controversies, ' distracted by 
official officiousness 4;hat complicated rather than siiAphed mattms Mr 
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Amery's sincGrifey m comraending this watch-word may not bo questioned , 
his eloquent words may have had the true ring 

“By India I mean India as a whole India as nature and history have shaped 
her India with her infinite variety and undeilying unity India as she is today, 
and as we wish her to be in the years to come ” 


communal- 
ists 


nature 
m the 
Muslim 


But these eloquent words carried hardly any weight with those 
amongst the Muslims of India whom the “pationage” of the British 
bureaucracy had emboldened to act against 
Mnslira history A section of these assembled 

^Yorl^ng Committee of the United Provinces 
League “read with alarm and serious misgivings'* Mr 
Amery’s suggestion of the slogan — India Fn st — and its malign influence 
on “the demand of the Muslims for sepaiate Zones ** These men 

went further , in their wisdom they declared that 

“Islam First' is the only slogan for Mn slims, and they can never accept or 
countenance any political slogan which conflicts with Muslim political and religious 
sentiments ' 


The argument between Biitish Imperiahsm and Indian Nationahsm 
is sought to be displayed as leally the result of differences between 
the Indian and the Indian It has proved to be 
Paradox^^ol the unending ^^But all the subtlety employed has failed to 
situation black-out “the paradoxical situation by which India, 

as pait of the Biitish Empiie, is being forced to 
fight for demociacy, while being informed that she is not yet rqady 
to enjoy its privileges ” — {Neio Yoik Tunes) It is the refusal of ^the 
Indian National Congress to bo side-tracked into 'communal bickenngs 
that has saved a certain amount of dignity to this controversy The 
Congress that has been blamed for creating the dead-lock in India 
tock the initiative on July 7, 1940, in showing a way out of it Its 

Working Committee declared that the acknowledgment by Great 
Britain of the independence of India was the only solution of the 
problem , that “as an immediate step m giving effect to it 

“A proMsional National Government should be constituted at the Centie, 
which, though formed as a transitory measure, should be such ns to command the 
confidence of all the elected elements in the Central Legislature, and secure the 
closest CO operation of the Eesponsible Governments in the prov inces ” 

- It was not merely for the satisfaction of political 

hllp”defenTo a^ibitions that this constitutional device was suggested 
activities The Working Committee hoped thereby to play a part 
in meeting the immediate demands of the international 
situation It gave expression to the hope that 

“If these measures aie adopted, it will enable the Congress to throw in its 
full weight in the efforts for the effective organisation of the defence of the 
country “ 

This resolution of the Working Committee was ratified by the All- 
India Congress Committee at its meetings held at Poona on July 27 
and 28, 1940 In confirming the Wardha Statement issued by the 
Working Committed. 4 )n June 21, 1940rthe All-India Congress Committee* 
decided ‘to fake a ‘path which was different from the innermost 
yearnings of gne w^ .had been, the guide, philosopher and friend of 
the Congress all these twenty years ' It did so by declaring that 
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"While the Congress must adhere strictly to the principle of non-violence in 
the struggle for independence, it is unable, in the present circumstances, to declare 
that the principle should be extended to Free India’s national defence.” 

This lesolufcion does nofc clearly explain all the motives that 
influenced the highest executive of the Congress to make this “new 
Congress "not departure These are made clear in the speeches and 
an Institution lor statements of Congress leaders In initiating the 
organising uorld proceedings of the Poona meeting of the All-India 

peace Congress Committee the President, Maulana Abul Kalam 

Azad, declared that their organisation was “pledged to win the pohtical 
independence of the country", it was “not an institution for organising 
world peace ” The pressure of external and internal complications 
has forced this recognition, and the Maulana Saheh could “honestly” 
say that the vast majority of Congressmen could not go as far as 
Gandhiji wanted them to go , he admitted that it was “a weakness 
on our part” which we shared “with the entire humamty” Sri 
Chakravarti Eajagopalachaii 'who was credited with drafting the Con- 
gress resolution and carrying the majority of the Working Committee and 
of the All-India Congress Committee against the opposition of “orthodox” 
Gandhites as Babu Eajendra Prasad, was more exphcit and concrete 
in explaining the inwardness of the Congress resolution He expressed 
himself with a frankness that required moie than courage in the 
existing tension of feeling and estiangement, of suspicion of each others 
bona-fides that oharacteiized Indo-British relations At the inaugma- 
tion of the Tambaran Chiistian College Union (July 19) he said that 
the Congress would be winding up its aspirations for the people of 
Jndia, bo giving up its claims for assuming the actual functions of 
government on behalf of the people, if India should declare that 
“she shall have no use for the use of violence” , that would only be 
making the Congress, instead of the instrument of Indian Nationalism m 
attaining political freedom that it is today, the "toich beaiers of a new hfe 
or missionaries of a new leform of the whole world ,” the demand oi expec- 
tation that the Congress should extend “non-violence, for the first time and 
immediately, to the field of national defence, internal peace or against external 
aggression”, could not be fulfilled , it was “not a responsibility which 
the Working Committee of the Congress felt they were equal to the 
task of undertaking ” 

The most significant of the statements made by him was however 
the following that occurred in a Press statement dated July 22, 1940 

“The declarauon of freedom that we demand does not mean a withdrawal from 
the British plan of defence ” 

This was a concession to the needs of British Imperiahsm that was 
not easy for an Indian public man to make, by a man who had resigned 
Indian Ireedom— dignity and lesponsibihty of leading the Ministry 

not "a withdrawal in Madias as a protest against the war policy of 
from British plan” fi]jQ British Government To agree to align the 
ol delence defence pohcy of India by the side of Britain’s far- 
flung empire was taking away much fiom the coptfents of national 
independence which in one sharpe or other the - Congress has been 
demanding from the British Government , this interpretation of the 

Congress demand recognised that the British' Imperial General Staff 
I; " 1* - JT. ' - 
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‘would bo accepted as the guide of the General Staff of free India , 
it may be said to have conceded the demand of Mr Ameiy foi 
^^guarantees’* about the use oi misuse of British troops letained in India 
after the anival of “Dominion status”, made in his speech of Novembei 
20, 1940 This mood of sweet reasonableness was not confined to 
the Congressmen of the Deccan alone who are believed to be 
adepts m constructive statesmanship, and are said to be critical and 
impatient of the destructive idealism of Aryavarta Saidar Ballavbbai 
Patel was as anxious to accept responsibility for government In a 
speech (July 19, 1940) made to the students of the S L D Ar^is College 
of Ahmedabad, he confessed that as repiesentatives of constituencies 
they could not shirk “the responsibility of meeting external attacks oi 
internal disoidei” , that they were prepared to resort to “violence” m 
meeting half-way, more than half-way, the violence of external enemies 
and the disturbers of internal peace 

Even Gandhi]! in course of a statement made on Octoboi 5, 1940, 
giving an impression to the public of his interviews with Lord 
Linlithgow during the previous week, the last week 
from^Con^ressMo Septembei, was considerate to the difficulties of 
Linhlbgow cabinet Britain He told His Excellency in the plainest woids 
possible that “the Congress had no desiie to mount 
to power at the expense of a single national mteiest” Loid Linlithgow 

“will, therefore, have no opposition from the Congress if he forms a cabinet 
composed of reprcbentatncs of different parties Qbe Congress would be content 
to bo in the oppofaiUon so far as the war effort is concerned and so long as the 
Goieuimcnt m ithiueiy has to subserve impernhst ends” 

This was putting the coping-stone on the structure of “compiomise 
wuth British imperialism” To make things easy for Lord Linlithgow’s 
August offer Sii Chalcravarti Ea]agopalachan bad 
during the last week of August, 1940, made a “spoiii- 

Pienilor offer” through a London daily to tho British 

Government and indirectly to the “minoiitios” of 
India He declared that he would persuade the Congress to agree to 
his now proposal that m forming the “provisional National Government 
at the centre”, the suggestion made at the Poona meeting of the AIl- 
India Congress Commrttee, the All-India Muslim League would be 
choosing tho Premier who would form his own Ministry In making 
this proposal it was hoped that Congiess disinterestedness in the 
competition for power that had ensued in India would be recognised 
by friends and foes alike, and the British Government would be 
able to enlist a not inconsiderable propoition of Indian Nationalist 

opinion on its side The Press m India giew enthusiastic over this 
offer The Stai of India y the Calcutta Muslim daily, seized upon the 

core of tho offer made in the spirit of Zagloul Pasha m his dealings 
with the small Coptic minority of Egypt, and opined that 

“Ilie offer is inlcrprcted in responBible political and ofhcinl circles ns having 
placed the entire futuie of India in the hands of the Minorities thus e\en cutting 
the gionnd fiom under the feet of the BntiBh Government, who declined that the 
minoiilicB qucBtioh fihoukl be Baliefnctonly Fettled If the Muslim League accepts 
the offci, then it is- .considered that Xhe British Go\ernmcnt will have no alter- ** 
native but to accept the Botjkjncnt and proceed with the cstablishinent of a National 
Go^e^nmcnt at the Centre'^’ > 

Neithei did the British Government nor did tho Mushm League' 
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of Linlithgow positive assurance to Loid Linlithgow has lemained 
proposals unrecognised and unused We have not been able 
to get at any reason that influenced the British 
Government and the Muslim League to reject out of hand these over- 
tuies fiom the side of the Oongiess leaders The Mushm League position 
was indicated in the quotations made from the Jinnah-Lmhthgow 
coiuespondence , it wanted a majority representation in the Governor- 
General’s extended Executive Council, in the Adviseislups of the Pro- 
vincial Governors where the Oongiess Ministries had resigned and in 
the War Advisory Council Herein the Bntish bureaucracy could not 
accommodate and oblige then “confident friends” On the part of the 
Government in their much-advertised August proposals there was 
vagueness all along None of the Indian leaders could definitely say 
after then interviews with Lord Linlithgow what the total strength 
of his Executive Council would be , His Excellency appeared to have 
mentioned the number 11 , they could not tell how the portfohos 
would be distributed and assigned to representatives of the different 
parties that would agree to take part in the administration Of course, 
Mr Amery spoke grandiloquently of them as coming to the Govemor- 
General’s Executive Council, not as mere ad\isers, but as ministers 
responsible for departments of State, and in such numbers as to 
constitute a substantial majority over the European members . ” 

He did not tell us how this aitangement would differ from the 
present one He did not care to elaborate his thesis — to whom would 
these “ministers” be “responsible” , if they remained as the members 
of the Executive Council at present are “responsible” to the Governor- 
General and through him to the Secretary of State for India and 
through the latter to the British Cabinet, to the Parliament of 
Great Britain, and ultimately to the British people — the August propo- 
sals would be no improvement He also talked of a principle 
inspiring the proposals which, once taken, “remains” — the iriinciple 
that “the Yic’eioy’s Council must consist of a majority of elected 
members ” Mr Amery was talking on November 20th 1940, on this 
theme The questions naturally arise — ^why could not he, why could 
not the British Cabinet, act on this principle when a month and a 
half earlier, on October 5th, Gandhiji had issued the statement that 
there would be no “opposition from the Congress” if Lord Linlithgow 
could “fonn a Cabinet composed of representatives of different par- 
ties” ? Sir Tej Bahadur Sapni’s proposal made in May, 1940, and 
reiterated rn December, had put forward the same principle of 
action, of a “National Government” m India “responsible to the 
Crown” Why has nothing been done to implement it, to give it 
constitutional shape and form ’ Gandhiji’s assurance had leheved, or 
ought to have, the British bureaucracy of any apprehension of 
pressure from the Congress Why did they not utilise this relief for 
organising then war activities in India with a certain appearance of 
all-India support ’ What has become of Mr Amery’s proud assertion 
that if, unfoitunat°ly, even the non Congress partres in India failed 
-to accept the August offer, “Lord Linlithgow- will, of course, still go 
ahead 7 Where has the going ahead led India to ’ 
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These questions have baffled all speculations for their proper 
replies It is difficult to believe that any individual, Indian or Bntish, 
was responsible for twisting tho processes of a 
“Boundless reconciliation , that the conceit, ambition or sheer 

oTAnglo-Indlan wiong-headedness of any individual could halt a step 

bnrcancracy” that meant so much to so many millions of people 

caught and tiapped in one of the major crises of 
human history Gandbiji has given us a character-sketch of the 
present Governor General on whom has been thiovn tho duty of 
straightening out the tangled relation between India and Britain 
Ho IS or appears to he 'not receptive” , ho appears to be ‘unbending’ , 
upheld by a belief “m the correctness of bis judgment”, and having 
“as usual no faith m that of nationalist India ” Gandhiji thinks 
that m this mood oi attitude Lord Linlithgow repiesented tho 
Bintish bureaucracy whom the exercise of autocratic powers for about two 
centuries has disabled for any act of high statesmanship that could 
appeal to the imagination, that could transform foes jnto friends 
Edwin Samuel Montagu had described them as “wooden”, as “inelastic” , 
Gandhiji’s criticism, taking Lord Linlithgow's as the typo of the mind 
that IS enthroned on tho seats of the mighty at Delhi-Simla, was moxe 
devastating Lord Linlithgow has “amazing confidence’^ 

“He docs not believe in a gentleman’s or any other agreement I have 
always felt that after the Gandhi-Irwin Pnet, British sntiaps decided that thcie 
should bo no more pacts Whatever they wanted to do, they should do 
independently It shows either a high sense of justice or boundless self nssiiiance 
I think it IB the latter ’ 

If this analysis of tho mmd of the higher British bureaucracy 
m India be correct — Edward Thompson’s pamphlet — Enlist India — 
roar of now mind Supplies clues to the conectness of this judgment — 
in the directorates then we are led to the conclusion that ^ the 

of the Indian “boundless self-assurance” of the British bmeauciacy 

Government stands between a India and a Britain, the foimer 

unreconciled and the latter with nngs of dangers sunounded , that this 
“boundless self assurance” does “not” enable it to “give” to any 
class or group or party in India “any real and substantial shaie m 
the authority of the Government at the Centre*’, to quote woids from 
the resolution passed at the meeting of the Council of tho All-India 
Muslim League held at Bombay on September 29, 1940 Oui 

impiession is far otherwise of the see-saw of negotiations between 
Lord Linlithgow and the various party leaders that has been going 
on since tho first week of September, 1939, when His Excellency 
called India to “play a part worthy of her place among the great 
nations and histone civilisations of the woild ” More than fifteen 
months have gone by^^ since then, and the only contnbution towards 
the solution of the “Indian problem” that has been made by the 
British bureaucracy of which Mi Ameiy^is head m England and 
Lord Linlithgow m India has been “merely to dwell on dangei and 
feed panic and terror”, to quote the ex-Piemier of Madias Nothing 
has been done to call up the “spirit of joy and pride and a sense 
of fulfilment of the national struggle and a recblcssness of individual 
existence and comforts”— the spirit that enables “men to stiive and 
sacrifice to their utmost capacity”. The policy of the Government 
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has leduced Indians to the lole of an audience watching what is 
being repiesented as a “ciusade'* for the defence of light and woild 
demociacy The leadeis of Indian opinion and life have almost been 
pievented from asLing then people **to mahe tins wai then own 
cause It IS not “boundless self-assuiance” that has inspired this policy 
of the Government but a fear that the admission of “lesponsible” Indians 
into the holy of then holies wheie iiolicies weie made would cieate 
such a distuibance there that even the little that they have been 
doing foi the oiganisation of wai activities in India would get 
disai ranged It is feai of new men and new minds in the diiectoiates 
of the Government of India that has been responsible for the failure 
of Lord Linlithgow to induce “representative Indiana” to 30 m his 
Executive Council even after the Congress had assured him of its 
“benevolent neutrality ” This failure has been sought to bo covered 
up by all the subtlety of propaganda learnt in the school of high 
politics, a subtlety that could tup even President Wilson during 
1918 and 1919 J 

For the success of such a propaganda all the separatist conceits 
and tendencies m India, new and old, have been allowed to assert 
their claims, to undo the work of political unity on 
^of^sepamlist^ which British administrators have been taking pride 
conceit ^or more than a century In successive volumes of 

the Annual Hegtstei wo have tried to tiaco the 
inspiration and growth of these separatist ambitions The latest to 
step into the arena with its demands has popped up from be 3 ond 
histone times We find it framed m a resolution passed at the 15tn 
session of the South Indian Liberal Federation held during the last 
week of August, 1940 — the resolution which demanded that for the 
cultural and economic development of Diavidians the province of 
Madias, “essentially the home of Dravidians”, should be “constituted 
as a separate administrative unit under the direct supervision of the 
Secretary of State for India ” There is a sort of poetic justice in 
the “minorities” of India standing as stumbling-blocks to that unity 

of effort when the fate of the British Empire stood in such danger 
It IS the iesu]t of a policy, temporarily successful but ultimately 
disastrous Ireland is a standing monument to the discredit of this 
pohey , India threatens to be another 

Disappointed with the attitude of the British bureaucracy, as 
explained by Lord Linlithgow, Gandhiji returned Simla He had 

gone there to have certain of his “doubts as to cer- 
Free speech & w the British Government” dissolved through 

versus discussioui “The Viceroy would not be drawn into 

a discussion” of the British argument about the 
“minorities”, because it was a “matter of high policy not admitting 
of argument ” Then was raised the “issue of freedom of speech” As 
the Governor -General and the Secretary of State for India had been 
broadcasting that the whole of India was “voluntarily helping the war 
"effort”, it became necessar^i^ to put the claim to the test The Con- 
egress claim was that vast majority of the people of India were 
“not interested in it” This 'was alsa to "be put to the test This 

. <iOuld be done by allowing people to “give full expression £0 their views 
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in relation to .war effort provided only that such expiession was fully 
non-violent” This would be putting ‘‘the wai party and the non-wai 
party on an equal footing” Loid Linhthgow could not accept the 
validity of this plea , he was piepared to extend the special tieat- 
ment” accorded to the ‘‘conscientious objector” by the laws o£ the 
United Kingdom to “the Indian objector, either to all war as such, 
or to the participation of India to the present war ” This “special 
treatment*^ absolved “the conscientious objector” from the duty of 
fighting, and even allowed him to profess his faith in public , but 
ho was “not permitted to carry his opposition to the length of 
endeavouiing to persuade otheis, whether soldiers or munition workers, 
to abandon their allegiance or to discontinue their effort ” Gandhiji 
argued that conditions m India were different here it should bo 
open to all “to deliver addresses and otherwise to call upon people 
throughout the countr-y to refrain from assisting India’s war effort 
in any way which would invohe India’s participation in bloodshed” 
Lord Linhthgow rejected this argument, and made it clear to Gandhiji 
that such action would “certainly amount not only to the inhibition 
of India’s war effort, but to the embarrassment of Groat Bntam m 
the prosecution of the war which the Congiess state they are anxious 
to avoid The Government could not tolerate such interference with 
war effort Gandhiji recognised that India was not of “one mind” 
in this matter , there was a part of India that was “war -minded 
and will learn the art of war through helping the British ” The 
Congiess had no desire, however, “to surround ammunition^ factories 
or haiTacks and prevent people from doing what they like” ^ But dho 
Congress claimed “the right to tell people that as they hoped to wnn 
Swaraj through non-violent means, they may not co operate militarily 
with Britain ” The problem thus stated brings it within the 
region of a universal controversy between individual nght and State 
or Social Power It is no new controversy , it involved the right 
of the individual or minority to behave differently without being out-lawed 
— the right that was asserted by John Milton three hundred years back 

“Give me liberty to know to think, to believe, and to utter Ireely, according 
to the conscience, over all other liberties ” 

In India the assertion of this hberty through the method of 
non-violent “individual civil disobedience” has entailed on leaders of 
men, on men who had been heads of Ministries, Ministers 
in seven out of the eleven provinces of India, on their fellow- workers 
and followers, impnsonment and detention without tnal India thus 
takes part in a universal drama which has always ended m the. 
extension of the frontiers of freedom ? 


It IS a weariness of spirit to have to wade through the welter 
of this controversy And the absurdity of the whole of the British 
position stands exposed when we reahso that a united 
“a real (rout, a unity of efford;, could have been built up^ m 

concession” India on the common concern for the military defence 

of India, on which not a little of the defence of 
Bntish interests in Africa and Asia depends Even the Congress with 
Its policy of “non-violence” recognised this fact which explained the 
inspiration of its Poona resolution. It was not .an easy resolution 
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foi ihe Congiess Executive to have to lecommend, consideiing the histoiy of 
the last twenty yeais Even membeis of the Anglo-Indian Press which 
13 moie ciitical of than fiiendly to the Congiess thought that the Poona 
lesolution was “a real concession on its pait ” The Congiess had boycotted 
foi yeais the whole of the Montagu-Ohelmsford constitution , at intervals 
it has renewed this boycott Even under the 19 \5 constitution it 
refused to accept office for about foui months of 1937 which its 
majority in seven provinces enabled it to do As protest against the war 
policy of Biitain in * making India a belhgoient without consulting 
Indian opinion or respecting Indian sentiments or recognising Indian 
interests, the Congiess has withdrawn from eight of the eleven Indian 
provinces the Ministries that acknowledged its writ , it has kept its 
representatives away from the Central Assembly in obedience to the 
same pohcy With such a history it was not an easy matter for the 
Congress to offer, as it did at Poona, co-operation as a war measure 
“provided responsibility was transfenred from Westminister to India” , 
to agiee “to accept the Central Legislature provided under the 1919 
constitution, minus the official element, as the Legislature to which the 
Government shall fact if not %n laiv be responsible ” (The itahcs are ours) 
The Anglo-Indian paper {^atesman} which we have been quoting continued, 

‘‘It cannot be said that either tins prejudges tlie future in a sense favour- 
able to the Congress or that it requires or presupposes agreement on the eventual 
nature of the Legislature or the whole structure of the Constitution We see 
nothing rash or dangerous in Such a war measure, but on the contrary to reject 
such a solution would savour of timid and disastrous statesmanship unsiuted 
to the times ” 


If the Poona resolution had been accepted it would have resulted 
in the formation of a Coahtion Government at the Centre resting on 
the present Legislature The 26 official membeis 
b a would have disappeared, as well as the 14 nominated 

Federation^ members Their seats might have been made avail- 
able to representatives from the Indian States 

“In this way in war- time a miniature of a Federation might be obtained 
There are no constitutional difficulties which cannot be quickly overcome if the 
will is present 

It has not been explained why the Bntisb Government has been 
lacking m this “will”. The Congress by its Poona resolution went to 
the farthest limit of concession , it risked the loss of the leadership of 
Gandbiji and of the co-operation of the orthodox among the Congiessmen 
who accepted Gandhi ji’s philosophy of thought and conduct It invited 
ridicule and advice from all and sundry who thought the Poona 
resolution offered too good an opportunit 3 ^ to pay back old scores 


Candid friends of the Congress have not been bebind-band m 
rubbing in the inconsistency of then new attitude, m congratulating 
the Congress on returning to the path of sanity, in 
politics ^created Setting over a bobby It has been asser^ted since the 

^contusion of advent of the Non-co-operation Moveinent that by 

Uioughtand propagating the pnnciple of “non-violence” and trying 

action to apply it to the solution of concrete problems of 

administration, the leaders of the Congress have been 
confounding clear tbinkmg m the country The “pacifist” position 
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has besn discredited before the ■world’s eye by the outbreak of the 
World War No 11 of the 20th century Dr Eeingold Niebuhi 
wnting to the New York Nation (January 20th, 1940) has discussed 
the implications of the controversy raised in the United States with 
regard to the duty of individuals and nations confronted by threats 
held to human dignity and national self-respect by Imperialism, by 
Nazism and other types of Totalitarianism He sought to clinch the 
problem by saying that “when a religious and moial absolute such 
as ’perfect love’ is introduced into pohtics as an alternative to the 
conquest of power which is the very nature of pohtics, it breeds 
confusion” He did not care to indicate any substitute for violence 
for settling individual and national disputes When a war was going 
on, when every one was feeling harassed in the present and anxious 
for the future, when the wisest among men and women appeared to 
be at his or her wits’ end in seeking and finding a way out of 
the disorder and cruelties of war, Gandhi]i had called upon India to 
claim “tho privilege of saying that even before she has got freedom 
she has tho courage to declare that she shall have no use for this 
force of violence ” The Poona resolution was a demonstration that 
India was unequal to or felt herself unequal to this gieat privilege , 
it suggested a way out of what has been represented as confusion of 
thought and indecisiveness in action characteristic of Indian politics 
during the last twenty years 


Sri Chakravarti Eajagopalachari tried to relate Congress activities to 
the immediate needs of India’s critical situation He believed that tho 
resolution “will enable tho Congress to ask the 
Anclo*'lndIan people of India to put their heart and soul into the 

military policy military preparations that are going on ” Others also 

welcomed tho Poona resolution inspired by this hope 
To many of them the removal of the political deadlock was a means 
to an end — the end being the “militarisation” of India Among these 
were the National Liberal Pederation, members of which have been 
pioneers in making a special study of tho military and defence 
problem of the country The organisation threw m its influence 
on tho side of easing the political deadlock m India as the way, 
the only way, for making the country mrlitanly oiganised and 
capable of throwing its full weight into the present war In fuitheiance of 
this object it submitted to Lord Linlithgow a Memorandum 
during the last week of June, 1940, calling attention to the 


inadequate representation of Indians in the officers’ cadre of tho 
Indian Army, of the Indian Army composed of 1,60,000 Indians 
and 50,000 Europeans The Indian contingent was being e'Kpanded 
from about 1,60,000 to 2,35,000 The officers’ cadre had approximately 
a strength of 3,000 of whom not more than 500 were Indians The new 
units of 75,000 men would require the guidance and leadership of about 1,500 
more The task of licking into shape for pur-poses of modern warfare 
mechanized warfare, these 75,000 during the shortest possible time was - 
no easy job Tho policy of the British Government has not encouraged 
military spmt among the classes in India, among tho members of 
the educated ^ classes m India belonging not to any hypothetical 
martial ^race” but to all classes of the vast Indian community This 
policy of racial discrimination” has come home to roost at this hour of • 
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need, of the supiemesfe need in the hfe of Britain The Delhi-Simla 
mihtaiy buieauciacy could think of no better way of meeting this 
need than that of enlisting men fiom the non-official Europeans in 
India who aie enabled by the Government to keep up then mihtaiy 
habits and tiaditions, to keep their military tiaimng up-to-date through 
then Volunteer Corps The hunt foi these men has been 

extended beyond the frontiens of India , the caU has gone 

to Oejdon, to Burma, to Malaya. Eiom the Liberal Federation 
Memorandum an estimate could he worked out of the 
lutiusion of Europeans into the new cadre of the 1,500 officers leferred to 
above Confining itself to the Bombay Presidency alone, the Memoran- 
dum showed that of the 900 Europeans “avadahle foi mihtary ser- 
vice”, 180 had gone to Belgaum or to the Eoyal Indian Navy , 51 were 
earmarked to go , and “another 250 to 300 could be made available 
more or less imriiediatoly ” Some few of these “will get commissions 
in the British rmits” in India , the majoiity of them are, theiefoie, 
likely to be taken to lead the Indian units The Memorandum under- 
stood that “only 80 specially recruited Indians are receiving training at 
Dehiadun” , that in addition to these, 40 officers belonging to “the 
Aimy in India Eeserve of Officers”, the majority of them Anglo Indians, 
weie “being put through a short course of training there ” In a state- 
ment issued from Simla in August last it was announced that since 
the outbreak of the present war up to the end of July, 1940, the number 
of “new Indian officers enrolled for the Indian Army” was 843 In 
reply to a question put by Pundifr Hiidayanath Kunziu, the Defence 
Go-ordination Secretary, Mr Williams, told the Council of State on 
November 26 that since September 1, 1940, 239 British Officers “had 
been impoited from England” for appointment “as officers in the 
Indian Aimy ” The number of cadets at that time under training at 
the Indian Military Academy (Dehiadun) and at Mhow (Central Provin- 
ces) was 122 in the former and 246 in the latter , they weie intended 
for the Indian Army , for the Indian States 36 were trained in the 
former and 20 in the latter The University Training Corps which 
supplied in other countries officers for the fighting services have been 
treated in India as a mere show 

During the last Great War India supphed 10 lakhs of combatants, 
aU or almost all officered by non- Indians It was given out that the 
■ ' Government proposed to raise on the present occasion 
India s “pro- army of 5 lakhs men Tins would require about 

war” 10,000 Commissioned officers At the rate of 1,300 

cadets a j’^eai to be trained at the different military 
schools in India — at Dehiadun, Mhow, Belgaum, Bangalore, for ins- 
tance — how many jeais will it lequiia to tram all the Indian officers for 
the expansion of the Indian Army ? The pioblem is made complex 
by the policy of the Government, of deIa^, of “racial domination”, of 
pathetic rehance on Britain, of ^ utter bhndness to the trends and 
tendencies of modem warfare "Too late” has been' the principle of 
conduct that has become 'ingiained in the Anglo-Indian aaministiatois 
in every sphere of then actnities — political, economic, military When- 
^ ever Fndian public men pressed for better oiganisation of India’s defence 
the imaiiable reply has been that the financial cncumstances of the 
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country stood m the way of any improvement “Any idea of a laiga 
Air Poice is in the financial circumstances of this country not at 
present a practicable proposition" — said the late Commandei-in-Chief of 
India, Sir Eohert Gassels Eemove the words “Air Force” and leplace 

them with either ‘tanks’’, “battleships” or “cnuseis”, and the above 

reply would have been invariably uttered Before the war the Au Forces 
in India consisted of one sguadron of Indian Air Force and eight 

squadrons of Eoyal Air Force In the Eoyal Indian Na\ y the number 

of officers was 186 in 1939-40 , of these the number of Indians was 

a bare 18 , at the end of 1940 the number is said to be two and 

half times that or a httle more The strength of the personnel of the 

lAE in 1939-40 was 16 officers and 156 men , at- the end of the 

year the former was less than 100, the lattei over 600 


It may he hoped, however, that the complexities of international 
situation will force the British military bureaucrats to change their 
r. » 11 habits, to recognise that Indians could not 

—'SaSal'races"^ discriminated against eithei in India or out- 

theory side , that Dominion Status will have to be given 

concrete shape in Dominion function when the nationals 
of India cannot be prevented from coming to their own as the 
defenders of their own countiy But when that day arrives — as arrive it 
will, soon or late — a trail of mischief will have been left by another 
element of Bntain’s recrmtment pohey as applied to the Indian Army 
We refer to the theory of “martial races” which are said to be the best 
recruitment fields for the Indian Army In the late Loid Eobert’s 
Forty one Tears in India we get the first attempt made to give a 
coherent explanation of this theory The men of, the Deccan, of the 
Aryavarta, trained under European captains, had played a great part 
m losing -and gaining kingdoms during the anarchy that followed thp 
break-up of the Moghul Empire and the rise of the Marhatta and 
Sikh Powers , these men had helped the “Company Bahadur” to pick 
up the crown of Hindustan from the dust of anarchy , these men 
had helped the conquest of the Punjab, thus fulfilling Eanjit Smghii’s 
prophecy that the whole of India will be daubed red The experien- 
ces of the “Sepoy Mutiny” taught the Bntish Government to avoid 
these areas as centres of recruitment And to justify this change of 
policy the theory of ‘ martial races” was invented ,by the military 
bureaucrats of India For about seventy-five years almost the whole 
of the Deccan, the provinces of the United Provinces, Behar and 
Bengal, for instance, were placed outside the pale of mihtary training 
knUing thereby any martial traditions that might have subsisted amongst - 
the people of these areas As an example may he quoted the most 
recent report of the recrmtment to the Indian Armv during fVio 
psnoa-Soptober, 1939 to Seplomber, 1910 The nS ot 
as given m classes was the following 



It cannot be said that all the areas of the country, aU the 
provinces, are represented in the Army of India. The overSprelnS 
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tion of ceifcain aieas, the nnder-iepresenbation or non-representation 
of certain others, have created vested interests 
jab— Us economic prepared to fight if these are 

interpretation disturbed , in the language of the Premier of the 
Punjab, Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, for instance, “if any 
body attempts to undermine the present supremacy of the Punjab in 
the Army, we would fight and fight to the last ditch, if need be*’ 
More than the tzzat of the land of the five rivers, material considera- 
tions were involved in this threat which may be indicated in the 
words of the same high authority :: 

“Ife IS not perhaps generally realized that about Rs four and half crores— a 
sum which is equal to the total amount of land revenue of the province—is 
received annually by the Punjab soldiers in the form of salaries and pensions and but 
for this it would ba Impossible for thousands of families to make both ends meet 


- This IS the story of India’s "preparedness for war** under Bntish 
auspices* We are now being told that this lack of preparation is due to lack 
j f t u trained personnel for purposes of mechanized war- 

^ ^modern ^ which has to be tiaced to the absence of "key 

warfare industries*’ in this country, such as those concerned 

with the manufacture of chemicals and machinery 
The products of these industries are essential for the working of 

others The fall of France, and the consequent deterioration of the 
situation in the Mediterranean — the life-lme of the Empire to the east, 
to the largest areas of the Empire ^ have exposed the unwisdom of 
keeping India dependent on Britain for the essential articles for war 
or for peace Hruiied attempts are being made to build~ new^ war 
factories, to extend old ones, to train technicians ^nd "craftsmen , 
-‘^conscription” of these had been suggested , and in July an ^ordinance 
^foi the purpose was issued to meet the requirements ~of . munition 
factories , the assurance has been given that not more than 4,000 

men will be affected by this measure The visit of the Eoger Mission 
— a British Ministry of Supply Mission headed by Sir Alexander 
Boger — and the Eastern Group Conference — both these improvisations 
have been undertaken to enable India and the other parts of the 
British Empire hung in and around the Pacific and the Indian 
Oceans, not only to meet their ovoi needs for home defence but to 
equip and supply the Imperial forces m Africa, in Asia, and in 
Australasia The British Press appears to have appieciated this 

requirement of the situation The London Ttmes limited its vision 

to the immediate present, while the Manchestei Gtiardian looked beyond 
to the future* 


“By freeing "Britain from the task of providing for most of the military needs 
of her own forces and those of her Allies in the east from the Le^a^t to Batavia, 
India can, in any case, make a very important contribution to the ultimate 
Buccess of the forces of freedom {Times) 

~*‘The crux of the eastern supply problem is the industrialization of India 
There is enough capital, skill and commercial ability in India to build up a strong 
engineering industry, now that a steady market for its products would be assured, 
at,any rate for the duration of the war If the stimulus given by the Delhi 
Conference and sustained hj a standing committee to he set up serves to bring 
about the industrialization of India really on a large scale, we shall have gone 
some way towards sohing both the social problem of India and that of her genuine 
independence The price to be paid by this country will be easier to- bear if it 
helps to promote contentment as well as victory •-^(Manchester Guardian)^ 
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To the maionty oi the politically-minded people m India to whom 
the industrialization of the country in the accepted and modern sense 
of the term has become a creed of progress, as ^ the 
Pastern Gpoup only way to the solution of the * social pioblem of 
India— the problem of ignorance, of dirt, of disease and 
^ death— to them the Roger Mission and the Eastern 

Group Conference have appealed with great force They have come 
to feel that now that Britain has ^ been forced to take or permit 
preliminary steps for the industiialization of her Dominions and pro- 
tectorates and dependencies, we may lopk forward to the development 
of New Manchesteis and New Briminghams in India British history 
does not tell us that Bntain has ever encouraged in' her Imperial 
household the nvalry of industry and manufacture But even when 
the ^^Britains beyond the seas”, her daughter nations, set up sepaiate 
households of their own and refused to be led by her any more, 
Britain managed to retain control over the economic life^ of her 
dependencies and protectorates The exigencies of the present war 
appear, however, to have called for a new orientation of Imperial 
policy, for a partnership of Bntam with her Dominions foi the joint 
exploitation of the illimitable human and natural rosouices of the 
Bntish Empire This is a possibility — a sinister possibiht> — ^inherent 
in the organisation of the Eastern Group Confeience which the major- 
ity of our people do not appear to have reahsed The Government 
of India played host to the Conference , it had to seek and secuio 
the permission of the Imperial Government in this behalf , perhaps 
the lattei inspired the move To this Conference were sent represent- 
atives of the Commonwealth of Australia, of New Zealand, of the Dnion of * 
South Africa, of Southern Rhodesia, of Burma, of Ceylon^ of Malay’a, of. 
Hongkong, of the East African Goveinois’ Confeience (Northern Rhodesia, 
Tanganyika, and Kenya), and of the Government of India It was hoped that 
as a result of the deliberations of this Confeience, a “joint policy for the 
CO ordination and development of their resources for the purposes of 
the war" will bo built up and “some form of liaison arrangement with 
that object in view" will be made This Conference may, for all that 
we know, be a temporary affair , it may form the nucleus of the 
moie coherent imperiahsm which has been the dream of outstanding 
Bntish pohtiicians The names of two of them may be mentioned in 
this connection — those of Joseph Chamberlain and Lord Milner The 
dreams of dreamers, the conscious thoughts and purposive activities of 
men and women, the inescapable grip of international developments, 
appear to be moving towards this shape of imperiahsm. 


Scaffoldings of 
a new 
imperialism 


In the last volume of the Animal Begistei ('Yol I of 1940) we 
have made an attempt to trace one shape of the British Empire — 
the evolution of “Anglo-Saxony”. British policy has 
built up certain of the scaffoldings of this completed 
structure One of these is the defence policy built upi: ' 
by British strategists . that the fiontieis of India^ ^ 

extended to Egypt in the west and to China in the east The"' 
Conference — the Eastern Group Conference — it it has any meaning and 
purpose in a histone process, will extend India’s fiontieis fmther to 
the cast, west and south The three Dominions — ^Australia, New " 

Zealand and South Africa — and the other prolectoiates and deponden- 
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cies in Afnea and Asia, represented in the Conference, tsiU demand 
and reqmre a price for their inteiest in and concern for India’s 
defence, just as India will or should demand and require a price for 
any interest in their defence It is on the reahsation of this mutual 
dependence that the “haison arrangement” leferied to above can be 
built up The thoughts of the xuhng classes of the Empire, of Bntam 
and of her Dominions have been moving towards such an anangement, 
towards the setting of such a machinery since the last decade or two 
of the last centmy They became conscious that the days of the 
primacy of Britain m trade, in commeice, in manufacturing mdustnes, 
and in pohtics were drawing to a close Eudyard Eiphng was the 
poet of this reahsation , Joseph Ohc*mherlain the pohtician who 
wanted to orgamse the defence of these valued interests and traditions 
The former in his dedicatory poem — The Heritage — to the volume 
entitled “The Empire and the Century” (1905) tiled to recall his 
people to their duty to the heiitage left them by their fathers, to cure 
them of then mood of satiety and despondence 

“Our fathers in a vondrous age, 

Ere yet the Earth was small. 

Ensured to us an heritage, 

And doubted not at all 

That, we, the children of their heart. 

Which then did beat so high, 

In later time should play like part 
Eor our posterity ” 

^ te « 4 ; 

“Then, fretful, raurmur not they gave 
So great a charge to keep, 

Nor dream that awe-struck Time shall save 
Their labour while we sleep 
Dear-bought and clear, a thousand years 
Our fathers’ title runs 
Make we likewise their sacrifice, 

Defrauding not our sons ” 

Histonans have told ns that to a consciousness to danger to the 
world supremacy enjoyed by Britain for more than a century was to 
be traced the urge for the wide discussion of topics 
Impenal Imperial Preference and Imperial Federation made 

^^FederaUon ^ popular by Joseph Chamberlain Among Indian pubh- 
cists and puhhc men none among the older generation 
did more to instoict Indian opinion on these matters than the late 
Bipin Chandra Pal who in two of his books — Nationahty and 
Empire and The Neio Economic Menace to India — discussed these 
problems as these aflfected the hfe and thought of the Indian people and 
determined their “Home Polity*’ The pohtical and economic interests 
of Imperial Britain were intei-hnked in the propaganda of Joseph 
Ohamherlam , the consciousness of this intimate relation was vivid in 
-^those days, during the opening years of the present century In 
_^Bipin. Chandra Pal’s books, specially in the latter, the relation was 
brought out with wealth of historical facts and their interpretation 
Joseph Chamberlain was the only front rank politician who nsked his 
political future in calling for a “new< departure’* in the economic 
thought and practice of Britain to be followed by a moi'e compact 
.pohtico-constitutional oigamsation of the Empire He ^tiied to prove 
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that T^e 0 Trade could not relieve ''the England oi 
be had brought to the pohtical arena , he contended that tanlis, and 
tanffs alone, conid provide money for Old^ge Pensions His propa- 
ganda vras feared because it appealed to^^the neglected masses o 
the country, to that strata beneath the smooth surface of English 
life" which was made known as “Darkest England” by the fouler 
of the Salvation Army, General Booth His propaganda failed But 
thereby a hnk was forged between the masses of England and the 
Conservative Party which helped the way ioi their dominance over England 
for two decades since the end of the last war After Chamberlain s de- 
chne hiB disciple Lord Milner became the chief protagonist of this 
impenahsm, and found m the London Timeb a sympathetic vehicle 
for the spread of these ideas The Round !ra6Zc>. organisation was 
another instrument In Bipm Chandra PaTs book . this now party 
has been called the '"Ttmes-Milnef* school of politics In iho Em- 
pire Day Supplement of the Ttmes^ dated May '24, 1909, its ruling 
idea was indicated on the authority of Lord Milner The Bntish 
Empire has a dual character, a double face 

(i) The Self-goretning Empire including theDmted Kingdom, 

Oi) The Dependent Empire, including India and all the Crown Colonies 
and Protectorates 

This dual character entailed a divergence m ideal and practice 
which was a source of conflicts within and of weaknesses in relation 
„ to the world outside The majority of the self- 
governing areas of the Empire he far away, far apart, 
BriUBh Empire its centre With the process of time these areas 

have developed a conceit of ^ nationalism that could 
with difficulty be reconciled with the ideals and requirements of 
Bntish Impenahsm It is true that dunng two world wars the ties 
of lunship between the Dominions and Bntam have stood the strain, 
and nobly have the former leapt to the help of the latter The 
growing complexities of the mtemational situation, the nse of the 
aspiring imperialism of Germany m Europe, of Japan in eastern Asia, 
has made it difficult for the “home country” to extend its protect- 
ing wings over her children, spread and dispersed over the seven 
seas , lb can no longer furnish the military and naval protection” 
that lb had hitherto done Eaced by such a situation, the “Times- 
Milner” school proposed a way out, indicated a “double task” to Bntish 
admimstrators, that 

the governing portion of tHe Empire” . and 
(u) of developing and helping forward the governed ” * 


profited most from the “inte- 

anfl 


Hitherto the United Kingdom has 
gral connection between its industnes and the raw materials 

consuming power of its tropical dependencies” Bub 
the self-governing areas of the Empire have Ueix ^ 
rapidly passing out of the purely agncultural to the' 
industrial stage , they must m the near future ?© ' 

Thf, kov fn 'f'ho markets for their manufactured goods ^ 

cy to the raw matenals and consuming power of the ' depend- 


Prolits ol British 
imperialism 
PomlnloD partner- 
ship 
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Kingdom’’ will be ^contributing to the common stock when Britain 
will no longer be "the sole director but merely a partner m paitner- 
ship” that will lale the British Empire The "trustee" that 
Britain has been of the "dependent empire” must be prepared to 
suriendei the trust to a new partnership — this was the idea at the 
back of the mind of the "Times-klilner” school -of Imperiahsm In 
a series of articles published in the Tmes in 1917 , during the height 
of the last great war, was discussed the problem of "after-war- 
impeiial reconstruction ” These were reprinted in book-form with an 
introduction by Lord Milner then a member of the Wai Cabinet 
This book, entitled The Eleme^its of Beconstruction, sought to re- 
emphasise in "the minds of the ruling race and subject race alike 
the idea of the trustee ” The disorganisation caused by the last war 
in the moral and mental, in the economic and political spheres of 
Britain’s life, did not allow opportunity for giving shape to these 
ideas Now again, Britain has another war to fight, when by the 
statute of Westminster the Dominions have attained equality with 
the “mother country” who appears to be leaning more heavily on 
their young strength British and non-Biitish di earners have been 
dreaming of a “Union Now" of the United States and of the six British 
democracies And it may happen that in ways unknown to us, m 
ways untbought of by us, the Eastern Group Conference will be 
made to serve the purposes of the idea publicized by the "Times- 
Milner" school of British imperialists The "energy and ability of 
the growing manhood of the Dominions” aie now being called in to 
restore 'the balance as against the growing impatience of the “depend- 
ent empire", to rule it, to profit by commerce with it, as the 
“mother country” has been doing for more than a century and a half 

This bait IS not in human nature to resist. And the ruling classes 
of the Domimons and protectorates represented in the Eastern 
Group Conference, all of them of British birth and 
OonSwnce&Vute nothing loth m sharing this "white 

men’s burden” men’s burden”, in sbaiing in tbe profits of British 
Imperiahsm Signs and piotents are not absent that the 
Eastern Group Conference will not encouiage any positive steps that 
will help to establish key and heavy industries in India, to strength- 
en its economic security and preparedness which under conditions of 
"total wai” are indistinguishable from pohtical security The Federation 
of Indian Ohambeis of Commerce and Industry have given expression 
>o the suspicions and fears that the war effort under the auspices 
of the Eastern Group Supply Council, the “liaison arrangement” made 
at the Eastern Group Conference, has httle chance to develop into 
a level of industiial uphft in India The report of the Conference 
is still unavailable, and in its absence it is not possible to reject off 
band the suspicions or confirm them with demonstrated proof These 
suspicions and fears are dijEBcult to ignore when, in the words of Sn 
Ghuhilal B Mehta, president of the Indian Merehailts’ 'Chamber 
(Bombay), "the practical result of the policy followed by the -Govern- 
ment of ' India IS to keep Indians rigidly out of all the lesponsible 
deiiartments He gave instances of this policy of exclusion 

“ ‘ in the Department of Defence Co-ordmation, In the War Supply Board 

^iid m the War Transport Board, Indians have- been rigidly excluded from all 
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toy post. In Ito tortment of Bopplj, Ug I»«t «< Mmnf.ffiS 

5S,»o?^ennS. RX5“&Sy.“od o™ of T=.Un.e.. 

Offices, are held by non-Indians " , t t n t 

The mvariablo reply on behalf of the Goveinmmt of o 

Indian anxiety for participation m war industrial efforts has been 
that they could not encourage or support any scheme. 
Government policy gmjjj 3,3 for instance merchant ship-building, manu- 
of disconrageraont aircraft and automobiles, which could not be 

to Indian Ind y “jj. constitute a direct and imme- 

diate measure of assistance to India’s war effort "—{Goveiyiment of 
India communique, December 16, 1910) In the Council of State 
Sir Alan Lloyd bad indicated on November 29, the same policy by his 
declaration that 

“Government are not proposing to encourage actively the merchant ahip build- 
ing industry in India ns part ot their war effort ” 

Eesponsiblo leadeis of India’s industrial life bke Seth Walchand 
Hirachand, Sir M Yisveswaraya, who have been striving to establish 
these industries as a means of economic and pohtical 
security have expressed disappointment with the results 
of the Eastern Group Conference , the latter was 
lesponsible for the statement that only “a few minor 
products have been assigned to Indian factories These recent ex- 
periences and the whole history of Britain’s economic and fiscal policy 
m its application to India strengthen the impression that as m the 
past so in the present the ob]ect of that pohey is to confirm India 
m her role of supplier of food stuffs and of raw materials 

As one surveyed these controversies and the grievances that gave 
rise to them, as he stood face to face with the continuation of the 
old policy even m the midst of world-shaking events, 
one despaired of any improvement in Indo-Brifcish 
relation except through more bitternesses, more tears, 
more misunderstandings All the human agencies that 
could intervene on the side of good will, on behalf of a xetura of 
faith and tiust, appear to have been rendered mute and helpless 
The men and women of Britain caught m a fight for existence cannot 
put themselves m the position of the men and women of India who 
with the utmost good will m the world do not find any avenue 
through which they can pour out their sympathy in ‘concrete foim 
They hating Nazism and other forms of racial and ideological arro 
gance have been rendered immobile, and watch the approach of tL 
crisis nearer to their native land from the west or the east or from 
the north They appeal to be cultivating a certain indiffeience and 
callousness, appear to be falling back on the last desperate Tone of 
mankind reliance on fate, on kaima, on kismet 
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into a cauldron of desferucfcivenesg Against; this evil power the best 
of human sentiments — the love of women for their children boin of 
travail and pain — has been pubhcly protesting with equal ineffective- 
ness Women count more than men m the total population of the 
world Bub their influence on the hfe and conduct of human society 
does not reflect the power of their numerical superiority ihis is one 
of the emgmas of history The 15th session of the All-India Women’s 
Conference held at Bangalore had for its background this ageless frus- 
tration as well as the parody of human civihsation that is being enact- 
ed in the battle-fields of Europe, of Asia, and of Africa to which we are 
all helpless witnesses In’the speeches of the Chairwoman of the Reception 
Committee, Lady Mirza Ismail, and of the President, Brimati 
Eameswari Nehru, this world-wide catastrophe was relegated to circums- 
tances created “outside the influence of women ” It was not esplamed 
why “the weight of their moral force”, the weight of the moral force 
of the ma]ority of the human race, has availed not against the greed 
and the violence of their brothers, husbands and sons The Conference 
once more affirmed its "faith in non-violence’’ as the only solution of 
the world’s ills, hned itself with Nationahst feeling in India and declared 
their “umty with the yearnings of awakened India” in the lesoluhion 
expressing “disappointment at Britain’s failure to recognise India’s free 
status” in the comity of nations For years the men and women of 
goodwill in the countiy have been distressed by the outburst of 
narrowness and communahsm “disintegratrng the national hfe ” In 
1940 the Women’s Conference registered the same disappointment and 
distress with the activities of these evil forces , it called upon the 
womanhood of India “to make a special contribution to the re-building 
of society” m India on the new-old foundations of understanding of 
the soul of unity amidst the diversities of experience This quahty of 
the Indian mind, this gift of Indian history, gathered duiing four or 
five thousand years, have been haded as “the glory of India” by 
interpreteis of India’s social hfe and thought We in our ignoiance 
and conceit have come to lose sight of this purpose of Indian history, 
and in the process threaten to destroy all conditions of decent and 
civihsed life in the country But that purpose which is that of all 
human history would not accept demal or rejection , it will assert 
itself amidst darkness and madness, in spite of the crookedness of 
State pohcy and the frenzy of communal ambitions In this faith the 
men and women of India must work, must suffer and saciifice, till from 
out of the wrecks of their hopes the “India of the strong and free” will 
have emerged — [Specially contributed by Si i Sui esh Chandi a Deb), 
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Proceedings of the Council of State 

Autumn Session — New Delhi — ^21st Nov to 2nd Dec 1940 

AmCBATT PRODXJCTIOK IK INDIA 

The Autumn Session of the Council of State commenced at New Delhi on the 
21st Novemher 1940 and after a debate lasting two hours, agreed to Pandit Kunzru's 
resolution recommending “such steps as may lead to the construction of aircraft 
and automobiles in India at the earliest possible date ” Sir A Eamaswami 
Mndaliary the Commerce Member, expressed agreement with the resolution Pandit 
Kunzru considered automobile and aircraft production necessary both from the 
military and the commercial point of view He said that Canada and Australia 
had made progress in this matter after the war with the help of the British 
Government He saw no reason why India should not manufacture aircraft with the 
same assistance from His Majesty’s Government Both India and Britain he 
stressed, should combine to solve the question Mr Kunzru referr^ to the project 
of Sir M Visveswarayya and certain other individuals and saw no reason why the 
Government of India should not help the establishment of the automobile inaustry 
in this country 

Mr Hossatn Imam supported the resolution He pointed out that without 
the active support of the Government it was not possible to start an automobile 
industry He Buggesfed that the army authorities could place orders for the 
purchase of cars manufactured in this country and thus help the Indian industry 
Mr Shanttdas^ Askuran emphasised that they would not rest satisfied with 
the statement of the Finance Member that the consideration of proposals for the 
establishment of an automobile factory in India had not been abandoned He 
wanted a positive assurance that Goiernment would do all in their power to 
expedite plans for setting up a factory as early as possible 

Mr, P N Sapru observed that the underlying object of the resolution was 
to enable India to take her proper share in the active prosecution of the war 

Mr H Dow, Director-General of Supply, assured the House that the Government 
were fully alive to the need of having automobile and aircraft factories in India 
But there were practical difficulties in the way and it was very difficult to bring 
to India the various essentials required for automobile production Even Amenca 
was not now m a position to spare them though she could have done a year ago 
He pointed out that Tatas were now producting armoured plates for armoured 
fighting vehicles which had now passed all tests The question of bnnging to India 
a fully equipped aircraft factory and setting it up here was receiving the attention 
of the Government As regards the question of mannfactunng the various parts 
necessary for aircraft production in this country, he said that it was not possible 
Sir A Pamaszvami AEudahar said that Mr Dow has already pointed out 
the difficulties in the way of setting up an aircraft industry m this country at 
present On the question of the automobile mdustiy, he said that this matter 
had been engaging his attention for some months He refuted the suggestion 
that British interests were hampering the plans for the establishment of a factory 
in India He drew the attention of Pandit Kunzm to the fact that the scheme 
for establishing an automobile industry m Australia had been scrapped The 
Commerce Member emphasised that there was no desire on the part of the 
Government to impede the progress of plans for the establishment of an automobile 
industry, but they were anxious to examine this question from all aspects 
The xesolution was passed without a division 

"" PRIVATE Volunteer Organisations 

The ^Council rejected by 20 to eight votes Mr V V Kahkar^s resolution 
recommending that “&e ban imposed on private volunteer organisations^ by the 
Government of India be withdrawn immediately” after a debate lasting 90 ‘^minutes 
Mr Kalikar drew attention to the fact that the notification issued by the 
Government of India was wide in its scope and operated harshly even against 
' orgatiisations doing social and cultural work He maintained that it was 
-Government’s duty io ensure that no restnctions were imposed on orgonisationg 
^hose objects were lawful and whose activities were calculated to do public 
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service Mr P N Sapru thought that the request contained in the resolution 
was reasonable Str A P Patro, opposing the resolution, declared that it was 
dangerous to allow the uncontrolled activities of organisations which were a 
menace to public peace He ]usti6ed the Government notification Rat Bahadur 
Lala Ramsaran Das supported the resolution Str Mohnmed YaKuo observed that 
he vras unable to endorse the resolution He pointed out that under the 
notification, Provincnl Governments bad the right of excluding orgaiUBatiooB 
whose activities conformed to the conditions prescribed in the order Mr Kalikar 
had, therefore, no complaint against the notification as such Proceeding, the 
speaker said that it was no use concealing the fact that communal feeling was 
strong Government would have failed in their duty had they not taken this 
precautionary step Mr Hotysain Imam urged that the Government should 
reconsider the question and modify the notification Mr Conran Smith, Home 
Secretary, pointed out that the resolution was based on a misconception of the 
notification Government he explained, had not imposed a ban as such on any 
orkanisation but laid down conditions under which a private volunteer organisation 
conld be permitted to function The fact that the IlinduBtati Scout Association 
had been permitted to function by various Provincial Governments showed that 
the notification was being given ejSect to in a spirit of sympathy and con^deration 
Explaining the policy of tno Government, 5Ir Conran Smith quoted Sir Gandhi^s 
view in a recent issue of the Hartjan that no Government could allow private 
military organisations without danger to public peace and said that the 
Government weie in entire agreement with it He regretted that Government 
were unable to accept the resolution The House rejected the resolution and 
adjourned 


Official Bills 

22n(\ NOVEMBER —The Council passed the following official Bills to-day as 
already passed by the Legisl itive Assembly — 

Ihe Bill further to amend the Indian Works of Defence Act 1903 , the Bill fur- 
ther to amend the Indian Navy (Discipline) Act, 1934: (second amendment) , the 
Bill further to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924 , the Bill to repeal certain enact- 
ments and to amend ceitain other enactments , the Bill further to amend the 
Indian Kegistration Act, 1908 , two Bills further to amend the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908 , the Bill further to amend the Indian Companies A6t, 1913 , the 
Bill to enable companies in British India to make donations to public funds formed, 
and to make investments in Government loans floated for the pnrpQoe of assisting 
the prosecution of the present war , the Bill further to amend the Reserve Bank of 
India Act, 1934, and the Bill further to amend the Motor Bpint (Duties) Act, 1917 

I^D^A^ Navv Discipline Act 


There was a brief discussion on two Bills one amending the Indian Navy 
(Dificiphne) Act 1934 and the other amending the Indian Cantonments Act, 1924 
During consideration of the Bill amending the Indian Navy (Discipline) Act, 
1934, Mr Ho<^sain Imam enquired why in time of war the Government had brought 
forward the amendment providing for minor punishments when it was not in the 
original Act Mr A DeC Withams, Defence Co-ordination Secietary, replied that 
the object of the amendment was to bring the Indian Navy Act in line with the 
United Kingdom Naval Discipline Act on which it was based Section 45 of the 
Indian Act, as it stood to day, rendered the imposition of such punishments illegal, 
and hence the necessity for the present amendment * 


Indian Oaktokments Amend Act 

When the Bill amending the Indian Cantonments Act, 1924, was taken ud 
for consideration, jMr P N Sapru sought elucidation of the clause whiCh^Om>lit to 
enable persons who were subjects of States in India to be enrolled as electors nro- 
vided they were otherwise qualified so that they might become eligible to v ote at 
municipal elections Mr ^4 De C Wtlhams explained that the object of the Bill 
was to remove certain difficuUies which had been expenenced by the 'imthontieq 
^ncerned with the administration of cantonments an the majority of mumcipalities 
State Bubjects in India irere elipble-to rote at municipal elections and the wS 
amradment BouRhfc to enrol them as deciors Mr P N- Sapru not satS 
with this explMation, . and claimed a division when < the motion for Eecoiid 
ll^vcdes Bill waa moved The House divided and passed the Bill by 24 i6* 
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THE COUNCIL OP STATE 

Debate ok CERTmED Fikakce Bill 

25th NOVEMBER —The Council of State b^an discussion on the certified 
Finance Bill to day Mr C E Jones, Finance Secretary, moving consideration 
made a statement in justification of the proposals He pointed out that they had 
to meet a deficit of Ks 13 crores but the war taxation proposals were estimated 
to yield about Rs 7 crores till the end of next year At the end of the current 
financial year, they expected to receive only two crores Dealing with the incidence 
of taxation, Mr Jones emphasised that it was stnctly in proportion to the capacity 
to pay The additional war taxation would not meet even half of their war 
expendituie The only justification for the taxation proposals was the necessity to 
raise funds to meet the increasing expenditure in the situation as it was to-day 
He had no doubt that all sane elements would welcome the Goveinment’s proposals 
and support the Bill 

Mr F Bamadas Pantulu, Leader of the Congress Party, who initiated the 
debate for the Opposition, explained at length the Congress view-point On the 
merits of the Bill, he said, he had not much to say Their opposition to the Bill 
and the Government’s policy in regard to the war was based on political considera- 
tions He thought that the proper course for the Government was to bring forward 
supplementary demands and not a Finance Bill if they needed funds to meet the 
expenditure He pointed out how, since the outbreak of the war, the Bntish 
Government had made no serious attempt to meet the Congress demand for a 
declaration of war aims in relation to India Mr Panfeulu reiterated that in the 
various statements that fllahatma Gandhi and the Congress Working Committee 
had issued dunng the last fourteen months, there was nothing to embarrass the 
Bntish Government in the prosecution of the war If Britain was fighting Jfor the 
restoration of democraxy in the countries in Europe that had lost their freedom, 
how could she refuse to apply the same principle to India ? If Britain’s war aim 
was to keep India under political and economic subjection, then the present war 
was certainly not being fought for the restoration of democratic ideals Mr Amery, 
m his latest speech in the House of Commons, had said that the internal situation 
in India and the external circumstances stood in the wav of India attaining 
freedom Mr Pautulu did not know what those external circumstances were But 
as regards the internal situation, he could say that both the Congress and the 
Muslim League were united in the demand for independence He drew only one 
inference from Mr Amery’s speech in the Commons, and this uas that the British 
Government did not want any communal settlement in this country and was 
not prepared to recognise India’s right to determine her future Mr Bamdas 
criticised the Goveinment’s policy in creating new posts with excessive salaries 
and said that he was not convinced that the Government had done their best to 
keep down expenditure He was also opposed to the policy of indiiect taxation 
involved m the inciease of postage rates He concluded by appealing to nommated 
non-official members to assert their right of free vote and cast their votes against 
the Bill 

3Ii Shavtidas Aslitran referred to the defence schemes announced by the 
Government of India and said that the British Government had at last realised 
that if adequate opportunities had been gnen to the youth of the country to take 
their proper place in the armed forces'of the countiy, millions would have been 
ready at the outbreak of war to assist them He, however, regretted that the 
Finance 3Iember had not accepted the suggestion for the appointment of a 
Committee of the Legislature to control defence expenditure After alluding to the 
‘‘detenoiation” in the political situation, 3Ir Shantidas Askuran uiged that a fresh 
effort should be made to evolve a settlement acceptable to all parties As for the 
Finance Bill, he claimed that the incidence of taxation was growing rapidly and 
suggested to the Finance Blember to resort to loans rather than levy additional 
taxation to finance the war expenditure He also suggested a revision in the 
scales of pay of Government employees Lastly, he felt that the Government 
should assure the public that the large additional expenditure was subject to proper 
and strict control, and that the benefits to industrial progress now being^ achieved 
on account of the war would definitely be for the Indian people ^ ^ ' 

Mr P N Saprii dwelt on the need of a political settlement in Indra The 
discontent now pievailing in the country, he declared, was not calculated to help 
tile w^r effort It was with regret that he confessed that the Government had so 
far failed to demociatise the war effort here He was one of those who sincerely 
fished '"Britain success in the war and wanted the war eflort in India to be 
intensified, but he believed that unless the constitutional issue was solved, Britain 
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could not have Indians united support m the war Even though efforts at communal 
and political settlement had hitherto failed, could they not abandon the attempt 
to resolve the present policy of drift, asked l\Ir Sapru Turning to the communal 
problem the speaker asked the Muslims to drop the scheme for the partition of 
India If the Muslims still persisted m this plan to divide India all sections 
in the country which realised the value of unity would resist it Mr Sapru 
suggested that a goodwill mission from England should visit India to create an 
atmosphere in this country that would prepare the ground for a final settlement of 
the political issue to enable India to take her iightfiil share in helping Britain to 
victory in the war Mr Sapru wanted to make it clear that his vote on the Bill 
would be indicative of his feeling of dissatisfaction at the failuie of the Government 
to enlist populai support in the war effoit and to accept the moderate demands 
put forward fiom time to time in the House 

Ml R H Parker lemarked that to vote against the Bill was certainly not 
the way to intensify the war effort of this country Eefernng to the suggestion 
that the war effort, to be vigorous, should have the support of the people, Mr 
Parker asked whether Mi Jinn ah or Mr Gandhi had appi cached the authorities 
and asked how they could help the authorities in this matter. He repudiated the 
suggestion that British politicians had frustrated the effoits made in India to aiiive 
at a communal settlement He was of the view that an understanding between 
the various parties in India on the communal question must precede a political 
settlement 

Rao Bahadur K Govindachan said that India, as a competent part of the 
British Empire, should bear hei share of the militai-y and financial burden In the 
present Bill, what was the additional tasation ? Theie was the surchaigc on 

income tax, a tax which the poor did not pa^ Further, there was an increase in 
the charges for certain postal and telegraphic ser\ices, but care had been taken 
to see that the poor man’s means of communication were not affected At a time 
when there was a feeling that India’s war effoit was inadequate, no leasonablc 
person should be unwilling to shoulder the additional buiden which, in his opinion, 
did not involve too gieat a sanifice if they valued the seciuitj of this country 
He, therefore, supported the Bill 

Mr M N Dalai opposed the Bill He said that it was a well-known 

principle of Britain’s own constitution that no taxation should be permitted without 
cffectue repiesentation of the people “If Britain really desiies that Jndia should, 
like othei equal and independent members of the Commonwealth, put foith her 
maximum war effoit she should satisfy Indr’s just demand for national autonomy 
Even if this be no time for drafting a new constitution, a substantial earnest 
of the intention should be conceded by accepting the piinoiple of responsibility 
of the Executive to the Legislatuie at the Centre” Mi Dalai lefened to the 

expenditure on India’s ‘outer bastions” and said that the arrangement made 
was wholly onesided and should be reconsidered He also urged that war 
expenditure should be financed by boirowing and not by fresh taxation 

Richardson dealt with two aspects of the Finance Member’s proposals 
* First of all, there can be no denying that the imposition of a surcuarge on 

income tax in the manner now decided on is not sound finance and can be 
justified only on grounds of expediency I realise, however, that since war 
expenditure be met, theie is no solid basis foi opposition on the grounds I 

have indicated At the same time, it is evident that that expenditure must 
continue to increase and in the course of time, perhaps very soon, the country 
will be faced with the necessity of finding ways ana means of meeting if Eince 
this IS BO, India 8 taxable lesources will need to be adequately survoyed and 
plans formulated now to recoup growing expenditure m a way calculated to 
impose the le^t disability on trade and comraeice combined, with the greatest 
possible yield The need for such a surrey and phn, has, I am sure, not been 
overlookeci by the Government and the commercial community hope that it will 
receive full and careful consideration and will include a survey of the limits 
of indirect taxation und taxation on luxury items, which in present war 
circumstances shouM bear their full share On the other side of the picture, the 
nwd for a carrfnl check being kept on all classes of expenditure is a matter 
which t^se fo shoulder increased taxation and heavier buidens will cons- 

agreement to appoint a Standing Comnuttee Tbe- 
attached to the Department of Supply is timely and commendable I am not sure 
however, that public opinion will be satisfied if the Standing Finance Committee 
IS meMy to -operate over the questions of pay and appointments of offi^ and ! 
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hope the Government will not seek to confine the Committee’s work to thp^iP 

matters ” 

JRai Bahadw S N Mahtha opposed the Bill lu doing so he ^as ekd to 
notice that Mr Pantulu unlike the Congress party in the Assembly, did realise the 
danger to India Proceeding, he said that the Tote of the Assembly on the Finance Bill 
might not be of any ^alue to the Government It, however, indicated that there 
was discontent with the Government’s defence policy and programme of constitutional 
advance He emphasised that unless Indians had a full share in shaping the defence 
policy of India and unless that Department was placed under an Indian respon- 
sible minister, tbeie could be no enthusiastic response to war effort Mr Mahtha 
then referred to the British Government’s assurances to the minorities and the 
demand for Pakistan The demand for Pakistan he said, was based on tbe two- 
nation hypothesis It meant that the Mussalmans in the provinces where they were 
in a majority would have a sovereign State. Firstlj, the provinces in Biitish India 
were a creation of the Biitish Government and their boundaries could be altered 
to-morrow turning a majority into minority Then agaio, there had been no indica- 
tion m regard to repatriation of minorities from Pakistan or Hindu homelands The 
question, therefore, was what would be the position of minorities in Pakistan 
Will the Hindus be treated as hostages or will thev be given the same rights as 
the Mussalmans demanded tor themselves in the Hindu homelands ? Then again, 
what would be the relation of Pakistan with the Indian States ’ Mr Mahtha 
referring to the recent speech of Mr Amery said that the Secretary of State had 
tried to sow seeds of further dissension amongst Indians He was strongly opposed 
to placating any political party to suit the political ends of Britain au^ urged for 
an early establishment of a JNational Government at the Centre in India Mr 
Mahtha also suggested a goodwill mission from Great Britain to India to settle the 
Indian question. The Council at this stage adjourned 

Supply Dept Eeoega^vISAtion 

26 th NOVEMBER —The Council of State today passed Fandit Kuiizrids 
lesolntion recommending that early steps be taken to secure that the Supply Depart- 
ment IS so organised as to safeguard and promote Indian industry by (a) the 
employment to important posts of an adequate number of Indians drawn from tbe 
services and from business organisations , (B) proper administrative control of the 
different Sections of the depaitment , and (C) enforcing the policy clearly laid down 
in regard to the development of Indian industries when the Indian Stores Depart- 
ment was constituted Mr H JDotv, on behalf of the Government, agreed to the 
resolution in the above form 

Pandit Kunzrii, speaking on the resolution said that the Department of Supply 
was of importance to the present and future development of Indian industries He 
referred to the appointments made in the Department since March last to the 
superior posts, and asked why Indians had been excluded form these posts Pan- 
dit Kunzru said that the Controllers of Supplies at Bombay, Calcutta and Cawnpore 
were all Europeans and inquired whether qualified Indians were not available to fill 
these posts He wanted to know the t^pes of cases dealt with by the Directors- 
Geneial of Supply and Munitions Production and whether there was any basis for 
the belief held in business circles that their powers were likely lo be increased in 
tbe near future The Pandit maintained that the Indian Stores Department was working 
efficiently and economically and complained that the central Departments of Goiern- 
ment were not making full use of this Department in helping Indian industries 
There \^as a feeling among Indian business men, he said, that in the matter of 
receiving orders from Government they were being discriminated against In Madras, 
for instance a large number of orders bad been placed with European firms 

Ml P N Sapru supported the resolution Whatever their political differences, 
he said, they must win the war and this depended on the efficient working of the 
Supply Department He compared the salaries drawn by officers before and after 
their appointment to the Supply Department and pleaded in all earnestness that 
they ought to make sacrifices and agree to accept lower pay The resolution was 
not intended to be a censure on the Department but mmed at its reorganisation on 
sound lines 

Sir Mohammed Yahuh could not see his way to accept the resolution in its 
present form* He failed to understand why Pandit Knnzru was go harsh on the 
Department of Supply when Mr Dow had already admitted the previous dav that 
there were^certam valid grievances against the Department. Turning to the question 
of appointment of Indians to superior posts in the Department, the speaker remark- 
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ed that be would welcome such a step but would like Government to ensure that 
these appointments were not the monopoly of one particular community 

Mr Richardson, speaking mainly on behalf of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce, declared his sympathy for the demand for Indianisation ‘If reaponsible 
Indians of ability can be found to fill some of the positions, we aie not against it, 
but It must be people of ability It must be people who will by their work do 
nothing to impede what we consider is the primary consideration namelv, war 
effort ” Mr Eichardson went on to refer to the inquiry started by the Bengal 
Chamber regarding complaints against the fcupply Department and the Indian 
Stores Department and explained that it was a misunderstanding on the pait of 
another Chamber to suggest that the abolition of the Indian Stores Department had 
been asked for He made it clear that that was certainly not the intention As 
regards the Supply Department, Europeans and Indian business men had brought 
to the notice of Go^ernment that drastic alterations were required in order that 
India’s industrial efibrt might be used to the utmost He knew of no European 
firms which tried to get ordeis at the expense of Indian firms 

Mr Doxo, repl>ing, remarked that the attention recently devoted to the Supply 
Department earned with it a complete refutation of the pretention that India was 
not interested in the war effort He pointed out that the present organisation was 
entirely diffeient from the one with which Government started, and if the wai was 
a long one, the final oiganisation would be something very different still He had 
already laid stiess on two points First, the Department did get to woik at once 
In the fiiBt two months of its running, it bad dealt with purchases of no less than 
Eh 14,00,00000 comtiared with those of the Indian Stores Department and the 
Contracts Directorate over the preceding seven ^eais of Es 7,00,00,000 feeconoly, 
Government could claim that changes in the organisation bad been made smoothly 
without holding up essential work They could also claim that m 

the changes made serious account had been taken of public criticisms, 
particularly on three points, mentioned by speakers, namely, Indianisation, 
proper administrative contiol and encouragement of Indian industries 
As regards Indianisation, first LIr Dow referred to the fact that of 21 
appointments made in the Contractors Directorate since it was taken over by the 
Supply Department, 11 were Europeans and ten Indians who weie commissioned 
officers in the Army I he House would agree that this was a satisfactory degiee 
of Indianisation Ihe Commander in-Cbief, when it was put to him, readily agieed 
that this was an oppoitunitj for creating additional commissioned posts for 
Indians in the Army I he Indian Stores Department had Id European officers 

and 47 Indian officers when it was taken over , now there weie 11 European 

officers and 84 Indian officers As regards salaries he was quite aware of the 

large body of opinion that the salaries of superior officers were generally too high , but he 
thought it unreasonable to expect him on behalf of one Department to tackle that 
general proposition He was only concerned to prove that the general level of 
the salaries in the Supply Department was not higher than in other departments 
Eeferring to financial control, he said a separate Finance Officer was working in 
the Directoiate General of r^Iumtions Production, one in the Contracts Directorate 
and one in the Indian Stores Department Ihe degree of de centralisation which 
had been carried out bo far, particularly with reference to the Directorate of 
Munitions Production, was to the good, as it enabled work to be done much more 
speedily He also referied as instances of association of public opinion with 
administrative control to the advisory committees working with the Duector'- 
General of illunUions Production and the Diiector-General of Supplies and to the 
Standing Committee for the Supply Department which was shortly to be set up ♦ 
Dealing with the development of industnes, Mr Dow referred to the rules by 
which first reference was given to articles produced in India He^emphasised 
fbat it would in these times be traitorous to the Empire for a department to be 
deliberately ti*}jng to import from abroad, and using up valuable shipping space 
for goods which could be produced in this country The strictest impartiality was 
maintained and no firm was at a disadvantage in securing orders by reason of its 
management being of any particular nationality But he reminded the House that 
many firms were owned partly by Indians and partlj by non-Indians and in their 
case since the shares were in the market the proportion of capital owned by Indians 
2 k ^Iso varied from day to day Recently the question had been 

debalea whether a ceftam shipping companj was or was not an Indian concern 
These, he suggested, were conlenlious questions which the Department could not 
set out to decide before placing its orders The suggestion had been made during 
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the debate that theie was a sinister blot going on to discredit the Indian Stores 
Department “The Indian Stores Department” declared Mr Dow, ‘is the sword 
aim of the Supply Department, and it would be most absurd for the Supply 
Department to try and weaken that sword arm- just when it needs it most ” 

Pandit Kunzru, replying to the debate, said that his complaint was that 
Indians had been practically excluded fiom superior posts in the Supply Department 
He pointed out that the argument that suitable Indians were not available was 
not convincing and would not satisfy them He also invited attention to the 
grievance of the Indian business community that contracts bad not been placed 
with Indian concerns in volume to which they were entitled by \irtue of their 
position in the business life of the country He accepted Mr Eichardson’s 
assurance that the European community was not opposed to Indianisation and 
that they had taken no step which could be interpreted as indicating a desire to 
do away with the Indian Stores Department 

Mr Dow maintained that the Indian Stores Department was an integral 
part of the Supply Department and that the pace of Indianisation in the 
Department as a whole was quite satisfactory He pointed out that efforts bad 
been made to secure the services of experienced Indian officers from the Commerce 
and Communications Departments but these officers were not available He said 
that the Department had in the past profited from ciiticism, and it would be 
ungenerous to suggest that it would pay no heed to what had been said in the 
House to-day Mr Dow then suggested an amendment in the original resolution 
to which Pandit Kunzru agreed and the House accepted it 

Free Eifles to Military Schools 

Mr V V Kahkar moved a resolution urging that service rifles and 
ammunition be given fiee of cost to all militaiy schools in India He asked 
Government not to observe racial disci i mi nation m this matter He mentioned 
the Bhonsla Military School at Nasik and the Shivaji Militaiy School at Poona 
and said that these two institutions could be used as feedei schools for the Indian 
Military Academy, Debra Dun and the Indian Territorial Foice Government, should 
encourage Indian boys to entei the army in India instead of importing Europeans 
from outside Mr A DeC Williams denied that lacial disci imination was obseived 
in the matter Government, he explained, insisted on fulfilment of ceitain conditions 
— for instance, efficient officeis and instructions and pioximity of the school to a 
munrtions depot, etc, — before granting such concessions He made it clear that 
there was absolutely no bar to the issue of aims if any Indian school satisfied 
Governments conditions This statement was, of couise, subject to the consideiation 
of the war ciicumstances which affected the supply of iifles available for use in 
these schools He added that Government would give favourable consideiation 
to any applications fiom schools which conformed to the presciibed conditions 
Mr Kahkar withdrew his lesolution The Council then adjourned. 

Debate on Certified Finance Bill (contd ) 

27th NOVEMBER —The Council of State lesumed discussion on the Finance 
Bill to day Sn A P Patro claimed that India wanted self-defence to be 
placed on a permanent basis, for which pm pose money should be earmaiked 
and defence expenditiue should be thiown open to public scrutiny Sir A P 
Patio refeiied to the Instiument of Instiuctions to the Governor-General, which 
chaiged the Viceioy so to develop defence policy as to make India an equal 
paitnei m the Empire It was the fact that the representatives of the people 
had not been taken into confidence that had led the country to the present state 
of affaiis ^'‘We aie piepaied to make saciifices to defeat Nazism,” declared the 
speaker, “but we must know how the money we contribute is going to be spent ” 

Mr Hossain Imam referred to the agreement with the British Government 
last year in regard to the distiibution of defence expenditure and inquired 
what was the share that the British Government had agreed to bear Despite 
repeated requests by members no information was forthcoming so far ' 

Pandit H N Kmizru declared that war had cleaily bi ought out the need 
of de-centralising the defence oiganisation in this country This was what the 
smaller countries in Euiope had actually done, but in India different political 
arrangements were necessary to achieve it He said that the Biitish Government 
should agree to appornt an Indian Defence Member and to Indianise the Army 
as expeditiously as possible in older to catch the imagination of the people of 
this country and accept the sincerity of their intentions Such a step on the 
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part of the British Goyernment would convince them that Indians were trusted 
jn positions of responsibility Pandit Kunzru’s complaint was that no seriouB 
effort was being made to give Indians responsible positions in the Army Similar 
was the case with the Air Force Befernng to the argument that communal 
differences stood in the way of a solution of the constitutional problem, he said 
that the India Act of 1935 was not accepted by any organised political party in 
this country And yet the Viceroy for three >earB made efforts to set it in 
operation in the provinces How could it, then, be said that communal divisions 
came in the way of transfer of political power in Indian hands ? His vote 
against the Bill would indicate his dissatisfaction at the present policy of 
Government, especially on the question of Indnnisation 

Str Mohammed Yakub declared that they ought to support the Finance Bill in 
the present abnormal conditions created by the war 

Mr G S Moiilal, opposing the Bill, refened to the dictum that Indian 
defence frontiers extended far beyond her geogiaphical frontiers, and asked 
‘‘Are Indian frontiers like India-rubber to be stretched as far as you like, e’ven 
to far off Canada, if you want ? Are similar conceptions applied to other 
dominions also The term “defence of India” had become as much a misnomer 
as the term “Govcrament of India,” he declared Eefernng to recruitment of 
Indian officers to the Indian Arm>, he asserted that even now the country had 
not been told that all the new officers to be raised would be Indians 


28Ui NOVEMBER —Mr V V Kalikar reiterated the complaint that the 
Government had left the country unprepared to defend itself Incidentally he 
criticised Congressmen who used the word “mercenary” in describing the young 
men who joined the army He declared it was a slur and an insult to apply that 
term to those who desired to give then utmo^in the successful prosecution of 
the wai He went on to refer to the Viceroy oBer of expansion of the Executive 
Council and said that the very declaration in which the offer was made was such 
as to give so much encouragement to the minorities not to take part or co operate 
jn the formation of the Government at the Centie that Britain should not blame 
those who had not accepted the offer One reason given for suspending the expan- 
sion proposal was the rejection of the offer by the Muslim League The Government 
had thereby accepted the Muslim League’s claim to be the only representative body 
of Muslims whereas there were many otbei representative Muslim bodies which 
were prepared to co operate in the expansion Mr Kalikar said that he had a 
conversation last night on the telephone with Mr Savaikar, President of the Hindu 
Blahasabha who had authorised him to contiadict the statement that Mr Savarkar 
had declared that if Hindus had power, they would treat Blushms as Jews had 
been treated in Europe 

jilr A de 0 W%lltams Defence Co oidination Secretary, leplying to cnticisms 
of defence policy repudiated the suggestion that most of the money was being 
spent on salaries of officers and pointed out that on the cotdrary most of the 
money was being spent on equipment, training, etc He drew attention to the fact 
that the capital cost of one battleship was nearly one quarter of the whole of 
India’s defence budget and emphasised it was lucky therefore that India could 
depend for her defence on the British Navy Referring to the Air Force, Mi IVilliams 
said the question had been asked if it was not possible to recruit more fieclv to 
the Indian Air Force, why Indians were not being taken in the E A F in 
England That experiment, he replied, was now being tried and it would appear 
from the statement made in the Commons that it had been a very great success 
and if His Majesty’s Government asked us to do so, we should be only too willing 
to send further instalments of young Indians consistently with the defence require- 
ments of this country He urged the House not to take this too lightly It had 
also been asked whether Dominion tioops had been ordered overseas like Indian 
troops It was not for him to say what kind of orders passed between Hjs 
Majesty B Government and the Dominions on a matter such as this, but it was 
common property that Dominion forces bad gone overseas and had gone far afield 
Australian forces, for instance, were in Egypt The need for an appreciation of 

Benousness of the present situation, said Mr IVilhams, had been pressed on 
the House by a member in the weightiest and most convincing teims a he aceiori 
of any member who voted against the Bill could, therefore, be compaied only to 
the action of a householder whose house was on fire and who would not allow flip 
fire brigade to turn on the hose but would raise a discussion of the question whethei 
the fire should be extinguished by metred or unmetred water-supply 
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Sir G S Bajpai, Lender of tlie House, said he would deal briefly with one 
or two political points raised during the debate Speaking as a plain 
man of honest and honouiable convictions, his mam “"arguments would be 
directed to answering two questions, first, why we were at war, and 
secondly, if we weie rightly at war, was it the part of good sense or 
true patriotism to withhold support to those engaged in wagmg this war ? 
Three considerations, said Sir Giija Shankar, entered into the answer to the 
first question We were at war because of our constitutional position We weie 
at wai because Great Britain was at war We were at war also because we shared 
the ideals of those Dominions who had consideied it their noble part to rally 
to the forces fighting for freedom and fighting against totalitarianism Was it 
contended, he asked, that we should refiain fiom war effort iii order that 
totahtananism might triumph ? We weie at war for reasons also of self-interest, 
he declared It had been said that if India were free she would have remained 
neutral China, he said had been in pursuit of peaceful construction at home 
What had it availed her against the aggressor? Surely Belgium, Denmark or 
the other countries did not wish to come into conflict with Germany All these 
independent countries, although seeking to preserve their independence, were not 
permitted to do so How then could we assume that if we had remained neutral 
and not helped Gieat Britain we should be allowed to ascend leisurely the steps 
leading to the temple of fieedom ? Self-interest also, theiefore demanded that 
we should help in the war effort Coming to the second question, Sir G S Bajpai 
said It had been urged that India should withhold assistance because of the 
constitutional and political issue, because India had not been properly prepared 
for her defence or for helping others and because also Great Britain did not 
trust us The political issue had been discussed both by the Viceroy and the 
Secretary of State recently but he would like to make one or two points There 
was a tradition of toleiance inherited by Hindus, it had been said It would not 
be disputed that chivalry was also an attribute of Hindu civilisation Was it 
any pait of chivalry to start bargaining with one with whom we had been in 
association for long and who was in peril ^ Further, according to an Opposition 
speaker m the House the demand was for an absolute majority m the Central 
Executive Council for politxcal-minded Indians Was it the contention that if 
the Viceroy’s ofier had been accepted, there would not have been that majority 
including *in it the two existing Indian members, the Law Member and the 
Commerce Member ? The Congress had been ciiticised for withdrawing at a 
critical juncture from the Ministries because it had meant withdrawal of the 
pressure which, as representatives of the people, the} would have biouaht to bear 
on the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government If we had an 
Executive Council at the Centie with a majority of politically-minded Indians 
would they not have exeited that political piessure on Bis Majesty’s Government 
which members opposite desiied ? It had been said that the distinction which 
had been diawn between status and functions in relation to Dominion Status 
leally derogated from the offer of Dominion Status to India Historically speaking, 
said Sii Gmasankar, the renoit of the Imperial Conference of 1926 formed the 
base and foundation of the Statute of Westminster and that report definitely 
recognised that distinction The report stated that distinction was inherent 
in the very inequality of power and resources found in the Empire 
Concluding, Sir Girja bhankar referred to the complaint that Britain did 
not tiust us When the enemy was knocking at our doors, let us not dispute 
about trust and distrust, he urged He appealed to the members to 
preserve their sense of historical and political perspectne and to be true to 
India and to the heritage of ideals which had come down to them Ihe 
issue to-day was not as between what bad been called the Victorian imperialism of 
Great Britain and the impeiialism of Hitler and Mussolini The issue was, in the 
words of an English writer, between despair and hope 

Mr Mohavimed Sussain felt sure that so far as the Finance Bill was. concerned 
no party would dispute its necessity Adverting to the defence expenditure he said, that 
the position as it was to-day fell fai short of the lesults tbev expected He passed 
on to refer to the communal problem and observed that a settlement would ha^ to 
be ainved at here in India between the two communities, and it was no use making 
an appioach to the British Government to solve it He pleaded for a conciliato^ 
attitude on the part of the majority community and pointed out that Muslims would 
never accept a form of Government under which the majoiity community would 
be in a position to dominate over minorities and Mushms,.^ He lefuted the charge 
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that MuBlims \ 5 -ere obstructing the path of Indian freedom A solution of the 
communal difieiences would not be difficult if the majority community resolved to be 
really generous towards the minorities While they v*ere as eager for freedom as the 
EinuuB, declared Mr Hussain, they the Muslims were at the same time determined 
to see that the Hindu Babha ideal of a "Hindu Baj” was not realised m this country 

Mr Padshah said that he was not satisfied with the reply of Mr A De G 
Williams on the question of salaries of officers m the Defence Department He 
recognised that they should not effect economy at the expense of safetj but tbougub 
that there was scope for reduction He felt despondent when he found that littlo 
progress had been made in regard to admission of Indian youths to the Air Borce 
Mr Padshah also criticised the Government for what he called unpreparedness of 
the Indian people to defend their country Finally, he refened to the imperative 
necessity of a communal settlement and appealed to the majority community to be fule- 
rant ana generous towards minorities, for only then could their differences be resolved 

Mr C E Jones Finance Secretary, winding up the three day debate, answered 
various criticisms levelled against the Bill He referred to Mr Hossaui Imam’s 
criticisms against the Hailway-Budget and said that the error of twenty -two lakhs 
pointed out was detected soon after the Railway Budget had been passed and had 
subsequently been corrected As for the demand why detailed estimates had not been 
presented to the Council BIr Jones said that it would be too early to frame revised 
estimates Then again, the Government did not know what would be the yield from 
the Excess Profits lax Government, however, were certain of a deficit of Es 13 
crorcB and at a time when the expenditure was mounting up and the existing 
sources of revenue were not likely to give an improved yield, it was best to resort 
to fresh sources of revenue 

There had been criticisms, Blr Jones went on, that additional income-tax was 
likely to drive industry from British India to Indian States He reminded the 
Council that the British Indian law had a provision under which income fiom 
Indian States was taxable in British India, and there was no great danger of Indian 
industries being drnen out to Indian States The other criticism was in regard to 
the effect of additional taxation on trade and industry and on the geneial 
tax-payer Blr Jones refened in this connection to the speech of BIr Dow, who had 
told the Council that the Supply Department had been able to purebsse goods 
worth fifty-six and a half crores dunng the last thirteen months BIr Jones said 
that both the industries of the country and industrial woikers had greatly benefited 
by the trade expansion As for the agricultural workei with the exception of 
groundnuts, hides and skins and jute prices had considerably gone up aboie prewar 
level Ihe Government were satisfied that the burden of taxation in this country was not 
excessive Referring to the demand for supervision and control of expenditure, Mr 
Jones said that he was one with the sentiments expressed in the Council He agieed 
that there should be no extravagance in expenditure either on defence or civil 
Bide But he wanted the Council to remember that there was still the Finance 
Department with its effective contiol Blr Jones then explained at length how 
and where the Finance Department had tightened its supervision and control 
He referred to the Finance Bf ember’s two announcements in the Central Assembly 
that he would place all the salaries of the Supply Department before the Standing 
Finance Committee and the Goiernment would set up a Standing Advisory 
Committee for the Supply Department Against the background of the strict 
control by the Finance Department and the new pioposals announced by the 
Finance Blember, the Council should be satisfied that utmost vigilance was 
being exercised over all expenditure BIi Jones said that it was impracticable 
to have a special committee to examine the day to day working of the Go\ernment. > 
As to the financial arrangement with His Majesty’s Government, Blr Jones* 
referred to the budget speech of the Finance Member last February and said 
utrangeraent was still in operation He felt that it was not graceful to ask 
whether Biuish India should alone bear the defence burden, when in fact the 
States had spontaneously and voluntarily come forward and had generously 
contribu^d for the defence of India and the Empire There was, however, the 
legal and constitutional aspect of the question The position was that although 
there were two I ndias geographically, British India and Indian India were 
one for the purpose of the defence of India -and against external aggression 
f * ^*2 relations with > any foreign power and the 

cjiange of name to the Crown Representative had not chanced the 

obligations towards the States It was incorrect to suggest that the 
Qia not make any ^contribution towards India’s defence The 


Indian States 
change 
Crown’s 
Indian States 
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States had made direct and indirect contributions, such as annual contributions, 
excise, salt tax and postal chaiges and other levies Then again, there were 
Indian States Forces which were placed at the disposal of the Crown whenever 
they were lequired The difficulty uas how to equalise the burden both between 
Biitish India and the Indian States and between States and States Concluding, 
Mr Jones acknowledged that the criticisms of the Bill on financial grounds had 
been extremely moderate , in fact, the financial provisions had obtained more 
support than criticism Coming to the crucial question of voting, he said, some 
membeis had claimed that a vote against the Bill did not mean a vote m favour 
of Hitleiism But, he asked, could they vote with an explanatory condition 
attached to the vote ? In fact, the membei who voted against this Bill was voting 
against the Government’s war effoits and therefore necessarily was doing all 
that lay in his power as a Member of the House and in the House in support of 
Hitlerism Actions spoke louder than words and they travelled farthei (Applause) 

The House passed the motion for consideration and adopted ^e clauses, but, 
on the thud reading, a division was called and the Bill was passed by 27 votes 
to 11 The Council then adjourned 

SlIMTJLATING WAR EFFORT 

29lh NOVEMBER —The Council of State to-day disposed of two non-official 
resolutions and agieed to the circulation of one non-official Bill 

Mr Hossain Imam, by his resolution, suggested five methods for stimulating 
the war effort and getting the maximum results from the slender resomces of India. 
These methods were nationalization of all the essential and key industries, at least 
during the war , imposition of a cent per cent excess profits tax , suspension 
for the duration of the war of consolidated payment to the provinces on account 
of railway receipts and income-tax , revaluation of gold in the Reserve Bank of 
India at 140 shillings per ounce and making eligible Indian sterling loans for the 
Issue Department of the Reserve Bank, and increasing the proportion of Government 
Paper from 25 per cent to 33 per cent Rai Bahadur Lala Ramsaram Las, on 
behalf of his party, announced that they were opposed to the lesolution The 
Finance Secretary, Mr C E Jones, welcomed the idea undeiLing the resolution, 
namely, incieased assistance to the war effort Analysing the lesolution, he said that it 
would be very iiniMse to change the percentage of Excess Profits Tax when even 
assessments undei the Excess Piofits Tax Act had not been made Furthermoie, 
under the Act, the Central Legislatuie had been given the right to sciutinize and 
fix the percentages The resolution sought to take away that right from the 
Legislature The proposals for enhancing the value of gold and for increasing the 
proportion of Government paper would lead to inflation, which the Government 
did not favour at all Circumstances might, howevei, compel the Government to 
alter the proportion, but for the present there was no necessity to do so The 
resolution was withdrawn 

Trade Missions 

The Council accepted Mr P N Sapru^s resolution m an amended form 
recommending that in futuie, as far as piacticable, repiesentatives or delegates sent 
on trade missions to foieign countiies for negotiating trade pacts or improving 
India’s trade lelations, weie as far as posible Indians The Council then adjourned till 
Monday the 2nd December, 

Official Bills Passed 

2nd DECEMBER —The Council of State passed to day without amendment 
three official Bills The Bills were the Income-Tax Amendment Bill, the Excess 
Profits Tax Act Amendment Bill and the Indian Sale of Goods Act Amendment 
Bill, all passed by the Assembly 

Mr J P Sheehy, Member of the Central Board of Revenue, explained the 
mam provisions of the first two Bills and said that there were no tiaps for the 
tax-payeiB m any of their provisions On the other hand, they were intended to 
give further concessions and relief to the tax-payers 

Speaking on the Income-Tax Amendment Bill, Mr Richardson welcomed the 
relief that the Goveinment had given to tax-payers and hoped fuither concessions 
would be forthcoming in the near futuie Mr Hossain Imam made a reference to 
Bihar from wheie, he had said m his budget speech, the largest number of income- 
tax appeals came He urged thabBihari tax-payeis should not for this reason be 
unduly penalised Mr Sheehy, replying, explained that the Government were 
keeping a close watch on appeals generally The Council then adjourned stne dte. 



The Central Legislative Assembly 

Autumn Sesnon-New Delhi-Sth. to 27lh November 1940 

TtloTOP SpiErrs Act Amend Bill 


The autumn session of the Central Legislative Assembly commenced at ^ew 
Delhi on The “th HoTemLr 1940 Sir Abdur Rahim, President, was in he chair 
CoLress mmbers were absent, while Muslim League members numbered about a 
dozra Other sections of the House were fully occupied Fourteen offcial Bills 

were Member's Bill further to amend the Motor Spirit (Duties) Act 

sought to bnng power alcohol within the definition of motor spirit It was explained 
that the production in Bntish India of power alcohol was being developed for the 
purpose of mixing with petrol to provide motor spirit , and by provincial legislation 
8uca admixture could be made compulsory, Po^cr alcobol lu its utimised form, no 
bemu a hydro-carbon, does not fall rvithm the definition of motor epint contained 
in the original Act but when mixed with petrol the mixture lalls thin that 
definition and the whole then becomes dutiable as a motor spirit By the Motor 
Spirit (Power Alcohol Mixture) (Duties) Order, 1940, the excise duty on the power 
alcohol content of such mixtures is accordingly leviable only at the mixing plant 
It is considered that the levy of excise dut> on power alcohol could more eonvem- 
cntly take place at the source of production, that is, at the distiller lo enable 
this to be done the Bill proposes to make power alcohol dutiable independently of 
petrol by bringing it in its iinmixed form within the definition of motor spirit ” 

Eesepyc Ba:?k Act Amend. Bilt 


The Bill further to amend the Heserve Bank of India Act is explained ae 
follows Under Section 42 of the Reserve Bank of India Act, a scheduled bank is 
required to maintain daily with the Reseive Bank a minimum balance equal to 5 
per cent of its demand liabilities and 2 per cent of its time liabilities, and in case 
of default, the Reserve Bank is entitled to charge interest at penal rates on the 
amount of default There is no provision, however, in the Act to prevent the 
bank from withdrawing its deposit, even upto the full amount, provided it is 
prepared to accept the liability to pay this penal interest on the resulting deficiency 
Cases of such withdrawal have been brought to notice by the Central Board of tho 
Reserve Bank, who liave recommended, in the interest of depositors and of sound 
banking in general legislation to penalise directors and othei officers of such banks 
who are knowingly and wilfully parties to such default The Bill prescribes 
penalties and gives powers to the Reserve Bank to prohibit defaulting banks from 
accepting fresh deposits during the continuation of the default Every directoi and 
any managing agent, manager or secretary of the scheduled bank who is knowingly 
and wilfully a party to the default, shall be punishable witb fine which may extend 
to Rs 500 and with a further fine which may extend to Rs 500 for each subsequent 
day on which the default continues 


Companies Act Amend Bill 

Str A Eamaswamt Zludahar's Bill is to enable companies in British India to 
make donations to public funds formed, and to make investments in Government 
loans floatea, for the purpose of assisting the prosecution of the present war Cases 
have c^e to light, it is explained, in which certain clubs registered under the 
Indian Companies Act have felt themselves legally debarred from making donations 
to war funds because their memorauda of association do not authorise such donations 
and those memoranda cannot be altered under the existing provisions of the Act 
BO as to make such contributions permissible It is therefore proposed to enact 
legislation enabling a companj registered under the Act. whether a club or not to 
make anj contributions it wishes to war funds notwithst'vnding any legal imncdi 
mcnlB ot the character mentioned above. The Bill is designed to acLeve this 

and to give retrospective validation to any action of this kind alreadv^^ taken bv a 
company since the outbreak of war . uireauy laton by a 

IS^COME-TAS AjIEND BiLL 

remedy cer&aid^hjprcaie^by exktinTprovmoDi“m deSf in 
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them A number of cHuses of the Bill relate to machinery provisions while others 
aie mainly designed to gne relief to the tax-paver Of the latter one provides for 
relief in the case of non-residents with small incomes to whom hardship is caii^^ed 
by deduction of tax at the maximum rate The amendment also provides that 
deduction of tax at the source shall not apply to transactions such as hedges and 
Btiaddles carried on between a resident-broher and a non-resident broker Another 
amendment remedies a defect in the schedule which lays down the rules for the 
computation of the profits of insurance business Rule 9 as it stands applies the 
schedule to the assessment of profits of an insurance business earned on by a 
mutual insuiance company-. As mutual insurance business is earned on by persons 
other than companies, this change is stated to be necessary Without this change, 
the mutual insuiance business of persons other than companies would have to be 
assessed on their investment income without any allowance for expenditure on 
management 

Dacca Mail Disaster— Adj Motion 

The Assembly next rejected by 43 to 20 votes Dx F N Baneijeeh adjournment 
motion relating to the Dacca Mail disaster on August 5 Dr Baneijee urged the 
holding of an independent judicial inquiry into the causes of the accident He 
was supported bv Dr Sir Zxa-ud-Dm Ahmed Maxilana Zafar Ah Mr Af S 
Anept Pandit L K Maiiia and Mr Lalchand A^ara/rat, while Sir Abdul Hahn 
Ghuzuavt opposed the motion Sir Andreiv C/oir, Communications Member, said 
that the debate on the adjournment motion had proceeded almost entirely on the 
basis of speculation and not on facts From the previous station to the scene of 
the accident a distance of four and a quarter miles, the tram had taken eight 
minutes, and the Senior Government Inspector whose report on the accident had 
just been received bv him, found that the speed could not have been more than 
in the neighbourhood of from 40 to 42 miles against the permissible maximum 
of 60 miles Eefening to the comments made on the suggestion of sabotage, Sir 
Andxew Clow stated that rail\iays were not accustomed to make the suggestion 
wheie it did not exist In the Bihta case, the suggestion was made but after 
further experiments it was withdrawn before the case went to the judicial inquiry 
committee He knew no other case in which the suggestion had been made by 
the administration 

The Supplementary Finance Bill 

Sir Jeremy Batsman^ Finance Member, thereafter introduced a supplementary 
Finance Bill imposing a twenty-five per cent surcharge for central purposes on 
all taxes on income, including Supertax and Corporation tax 

The twenty-fi\e per cent surcharge is estimated to yield Es 5 crores in a 
full year and will work out as an increase of SJ per cent for this year as it 
will be collected only during the last four months of the year 

The assessments already made for 1940-41 will be increased by one-twelfth, 
while deductions at the source from salaries and dividends will be increased by 
twenty-five per cent 

The initial rate for inland letters is to be raised to one anna three pies, 
for letters to Burma to two annas and those to Empire countries to three annas 
SIX pies, while that for book packets is to be raised to nine pies for the first 
five tolas All othei postal rates remain unchanged 

The remaining items are A surcharge of one anna on each oidmary and 
two annas on each express inland telegram and a ten per cent surcharge on trunk 
telephone bills, to ^leld altogether rupees one crore 

Sir Jeremy Raisman said that the total initial outlay on defence expenditure 
was estimated at Es 33 crores and the extra recurring expenditure at Rs 16 
crores annually Of this, it is expected that Es 14i crores will fall in the 
current year Revenue was down by three crores and civil expenditure had 
increased by two and a half crores Against this increase of Es 17 crores in 
expenditure and the drop of Es 3 croies in revenue was set off last year’s 
surplus of '^even crores earned forward lu the Revenue Reserve Fund, thus 
leaving a prospective deficit of Es 13 crores The fresh taxation would bring 
in Es 6 crores m a full year, leuviug comprehensive measures to be worked 
out at the time of the next budget 

Giving an account of the expansion, present and prospective, of India’s 
defence forces, and the cost of such expansion, Sir Jeremy Eaisman said 

*Tt IS in the field of defehbe" expenditure that our budget has been most 
senously disturbed. The increase m such expenditure over the pre-war level was 
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estimated at Es 834 lallis The opinion has, I knovr, been held in many quaiters 
that this represented a remarkably modest addition to India’s defence expenditure , 
and if it had been intended as the measure of India’s war effort for the current 
year, it would clearly have been grossly inadequate But, as I explained at the 
time, it represented only so much of the cost of the commitments already 
undertaken as were chargeable to Indian revenues under the financial settlement 
with His Majesty’s Government Moreover India’s war effort was at the time 
very severely restricted by supplj difficulties The position in this respect has 
since improved enormously and it will perhaps not be out of place here to give 
the House a conspectus of the present situation and some indication of our 
future plans . 

“Owing to a vanety of factors, into which I need not enter, the provision 
of certain forms of equipment for which India is dependent upon overseas sources 
has been unavoidably delajed “The position is, however, now steadily improving 
and regular consignments of some of these supplies are now beginning to reach 
India There are still difficulties m the way of India procuring certain types 
of machinery, aircraft, and some of the more specialised forms of equipment 
Every possibility has been explored in our efforts to make good these deficiencies 
and there is no doubt that, as soon as the overnding requirements of the TJ K 
and other active war fronts have been met, our wants can and will be supplied 
As soon as this happens, and I do not tbink that we shall have to wait long 

much heavier charges than hitherto will have to be undertaken 

“Meanwhile the financial settlement with His Majesty’s Government has 
enabled the mobilisation and development of India’s resouices for war to be 
expanded with the utmost rapidity at a cost to the Indian tax-pa;>cr which 

represents no more than a fair chaige to India for her own requirements Indeed, 

it IS not too much to say that apart from having made invaluable contributions 
to the conduct of the war on many fronts, India has reached the stage when 
virtual self-sufficiency in matters pertaining to her local defence is no longer a 
distant dream When the war began, Indu’s main assets weie an enormous 
supply of manpower and an abundance of raw materials fche has now become, 
in addition, a pioducer of a great range of manufactured stores Starting as she 
did with small, though highly organised, ordnance factories, she has been enabled, 
owing to careful pre-war planning, not only vastly to increase the output of those 
articles which she was already producing but to develop new lines with success 
and rapidity This progress could not possibly have been achieved had it not 
been for the completeness of this pre-war planning ” • 

Describing India’s war effoit to date, the Finance Member said “We 
are now engaged in providing, as a first step and in a comparatively short 

time, an Army which will amount in all to close upon half a million 
men of all arms, trained, equipped and mechanised according to modern 
weapons Mechanical tiansport has been vastly increased, recruitment for 
all arms has gone on at a rapidly increasing rate as the facilities for 
training and equipping the men have multiplied Up to date over 60,000 troops 
have gone overseas to assist in defending India’s outer bastions and over a hundred 
thousand men of all arms, a large pioportion of whom aie already fully trained, 
have joined the colours lilechanicnl transport has increased enormously and 85 new 
M T sections are being formed Motor vehicles— tho^^e basically imponant items in a 
modern array—have been increased from a, 000 lo 30,000 and by next year will have 
been doubled The initial difficulties of producing armoured vehicle in India have 
been successfully surmounted and now that hundreds of tons of armour" plate will 
shortly be manufactured monthh, 3,000 armoured vehicles are expected to be 
produced next year 

“India IB now able to produce far more than she at present requires of many 
classes of munition aud war materials, thanks in part to the orders of His Majesty’s 
Government which have not only enabled Indian ordnance factories to be maintained 
at full blast bi^^o to bo expanded Over 100,000,000 rounds of small arms 
ammunition, rounds of gun ammunition, large quantities of explosive 

including hundred tons of cordite and 250,000 detonators, aud millions of items of 
milita^ -clothing have been sent overseas 

“The Eo^l Indian Na\y has developed even more strikingly Kot only are 
sloops of the Indian Is’avy assisting the Eoyal Kavy in Indian waters, but 

Indian ports and hatfipurs are watched over by ^ large and growing fleet of mine- 
sweepers and anti-sub-manne patrol boats, while more new sloops of the latest 
pattern, being completed in the United Kingdom, will be ready for delivery in a 
15 
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few months Powerful and well-armed mine-sweepmg cralt and patrol boats are 
being constructed in Indian yards Every ship in India capable of accommodatino- 
the hulls of these ciafts, some of which aie of consideiable size, is occupied 
the same time theie has been a notable inciease in the numbei of ratino-s of all 
classes, ofSceis and wan ant otBceis “ 

*'lhe expansion of the Indian An Force is well under way Coast defence 
fights of the I A F Volunteer Eeser\e aie now actually opeiating The 
scheme for the training of thiee hundred pilots and two thousand mechanics a year 
foi the Air Force Reseive is being actively cained out and the school foi officers 
recently opened uill provide initial filing and ground tiaiiung for fifty officers at a 
time One of the Aii Foice technical training schools has been expanded to tram 
doO Indian airmen at a time The enlaigement of aerodiomes foi the most modern 
types of aiiciaft is proceeding lapidly and buildings to accommodate squadrons 
equipped with such aeroplanes haye been constiucted A large numbei of service 
aiiciaft for tiaming pui poses ate being supplied by the United Kingdom, and it is 
intended to proceed with the scheme for establishing aeroplane factoiies in India as 
soon as the necessaiy plant and mateiial become available Steps to increase the 
a\iation spiiit reserve and to manufacture aiicraft lubiicating oil have also 
been taken 

“Last year’s financial settlement with His Ma]esty’s Government has enabled 
the mobilisation of India’s lesouices to be expanded nith the utmost lapidity at 
a cost to the Indian taxpayei which lepresents no moie than a fan chaige to India 
for her own requirements The geneial expansion of the Army, Au Foice and 
Navy to meet the incieased threats which chinged ciicurastances have brought to 
her frontiers has invohed veiy consideiable expenditiue, the cost of which under 
the settlement with his Majesty’s Government is chargeable to Indian revenues The 
total initial outlay is estimated at Bs 33 cioies and the extia lecmiing expenditure 
at Rs 16 ciores annually Of this, it is expected that Rs 14^ croies will fall in 
the current yeai 

"Ouing to the decline m the receipts from customs, excise and salt and the 
increased amount of income-tax to be paid as then share to the provinces revenue 
IS doun by three crores At the same time, civil expenditiue has incie<ased by Es 
cioies mainly on account of wai schemes , thus, Rs 30 lakhs aie being spent on 
All Foice Reseive tiffining and Rs 10 lakhs on the training of technicians for 
munitions factoiies The whole expenditure on au laid piecautions, the amount of 
Rs 25 lakhs this year, is being met by the Centie through grants to the 
pioviDces 

“Against this inciease of seventeen crores in expenditure and the drop of Rs 3 
ciores in revenue is to be set off last year’s surplus of seien cioies, earned foiwaid 
m the Revenue Reseive Fund, thus leaving a prospective deficit of Es 13 ciores 
While this is not to be met entirely from taxation, as defence expenditure is now 
running at the late of ovei Rs 20 lakhs a da}, it is essential to begin at once to 
raise extra revenue to cover at least a portion of the additional expenditure, the 
remainder being met fiom the pioceeds of the defence loans Fiesli taxation to 
bring in six croies in a full year is, theiefoie, to be levied now, leaving compreben- 
Bive measuies to be ^^orked out at the time of the next budget The 25 pei cent 
suichaige on all taxes on income, including Saper-T<ax and Corpoiation Tax, which 
IS estimated to yield Es 5 croies in a full year, will work out as an inciease of 8J 
per cent on account of the last foiii months of the cuiient year The assessments 
already made for 1940 41 will be increased by 1/L2, while deductions at source from 
salaried and dividends will be increased by 25 per cent The initial rate for inland 
letter is to be raised to one anna three pies, for letteis to Burma to two annas and 
to Empire tountries to three annas six pies, while that for book packets is to be 
raised to nine pies for the fiist five tolas All other postal rates remain unchanged 
The remaining items are a surcharge of one anna on each ordinary and two annas 
on each express rulaud telegram and a ten percent sirr charge on trunk telephone 
bills, to yield altogether Es 1 croie ” 

Follovsing the statement the Finance Member introduced the Finance Bill 
embodying the new taxation proposals 

Moditications of Fiscal Policx 

6th FEBRUARY —The Assembly discussing non-ofiicial resolutions to da^,- 
rejected without division ^ the one moved last session by Sit Baza Ah recom- 
mending the appointment of a committee 'of officials and hon-officials to examine the 
Government of Indians present fiscal policy and recommend suitahle modificatrons. 
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Moslem Pilgrim Officer 

The House next took up Mr H M Abdullah’s 


resolution recom- 

mending the appointment of a suitable Moslem as permanent PilgTim Omcer in the 
8ecretanat of the Gorernment of India to be incbarge of the work connected with 
pilgnmmage to the holy places in the Hedjaz, Iraq, and Tran and all matters 
connected with pilmms XUscussion on the resolution bad not concluueci when the 
Assembly adjourned 

Indian Mep chant Shipping Amend Bide 
7tb NOVEMBER —The Assembly referred to a select committee to day Kbau 
Bahadur Fazhhaq Firacha's Bill to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act The 
Khan Bahadur in asking the House to refer his Bill to a select committee cs^plained 
that hi8 Bill sought to incrcnse the deck space allotted to each Haj pilgrim flora 16 
to 18 square feet and also sought to provide for the space for each individual to be 
clearly marked The Bill had been circulated to elicit opinion, 90 per cent of 
which was in its favour Ihe remaining opinions were fiom ‘vested interests ’ 
Kive of the provincial Governments had lent then support to the Education 
Secretary, Mr J D Tyson who announced that the Government would lemain ncutial 
on the select committee motion Explaining the Government’s attitude, ^Ir T^son 
said that although five provincial Governments had backed the pnnciples of the 
Bill, the House must remember that the two propo'^als underlying the Bill 
had the risk of increasing fares and thereby bitting the poorer classes of pilgrims 
He said that the proposal to increase the individual allotment of space would lead 
to a 112 per cent reduction in the carrying capacity of a ship , while the second 
proposal lelating to the marking of space would further reduce the cairying capacity 
by 13 6 per cent The increase of allotted space alone was likely to result in a 
loss of Es 31,000 to a shipping company Uhe Government were not conimced 
that the iraproiements sought might not counterbalance the disadvantages to the 
pilgrims Hence they would not support the Bill If members, howeier, were 
prepared to haie the impiovements in spite of the cost that might be involved, 
they could do so Ihe Government, he announced, would move an amendment 
m the select committee to postpone the opeiation of the Bill till after the war 

Detence Department Bills 


8th NOVEMBER —Five official Bills weie passed after a brief debate this 
morning Four of the Bills related to the Defence Department and were amend- 
ments to the Indian Works of Defence Act. the Indian Ka\y Discipline Act (two 
amendments) and the Indian Cantonment Act The fifth moved by bir ZI Zafrulla 
Khan was to repeal certain enactments, and amend certain enactments In moving 
consideration of the Bill, bir Zafrulla informed the House that the Bill was 
designed to “weed out dead matter from the fetatute Book ” Sir Yaniin Khan 
wanted to know why so many Acts (35 in number) weie being repealed and why 
the repeal was not done earlier The House passed the Bill 

A Bill making more stringent piovisions than at piescnt to deal with lickelless 
travellings was introduced to day by Sir Andrew Clow, Communications Member 

The mosque near the Council House to which Muslim employees of the 
Government of India Secretariat repair every Fiiday for midday prayers will 
benefit by a Bill introduced by Mr J D Tyson Education Sccietary 

Sir Jeremy Katsman^ moMug consideration of the Bill to amend the Reserve 
Bank Act, explained that it was being promoted m pursuance of the recommenda- 
tion of the Central Board of the Reserve Bank which bad come to the conclusion 
that in the intcicst of sound banking immediate steps should be taken do-ii<>-hfea 
up the effectiveness of »Section 42 of the Act lequinng scheduled banks to main tarn 
a certain daily balance with the Reserve Bank Wilful default was being made 
punishable by a maximum fine of Rs 500 with a further fine of the same amount 
for each subsequent day of default Qhis penalty provision which was taken from 
Indian Companies Act, had all along been applicable to non-scheduled banks 

^e Bill also gave power to the Reserve Bank to pi olnbit a defaulting echedulcd 
bank from receding further deposits Ihe^e provisions w£re admittediv severe 
said Sir Jeremv, but in the Government’s opinion if a scheduled bank was unable 
to maintain the balance required, that bank was already in such a eerions ^onclition 
tint to allow It to continue to receive further deposits would be dangerous It 
would be far better to force it to come into the open instead of hiding its affairs 
and thereby constituiing ii danger to depositors. The House agreed to the motion 
and passed the Bill , ^ 
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CoMPANiES & War Eund Donations Bill 

S%r Eamaswamt Mudahar, moving consideiation of the Bill ref^ardino* 
donations and investments for war purposes, said that it arose out of a definite 
request from ceitam companies Avhich were handicapped by their memoranda 
of association in making such donations or investments as the vast majouty of 
shaTe-holdexB would like to do This Bill laid down that such donations or 
investments could only be made by a special resolution of the share holders 
authoiising them Str Coivayi Jehangir agreed with the principle of the Bill 
but asked fiistly whether the Bill would oveiiide articles in memoranda which 
already allowed the Board of Directors to give such donations or subscribe to 
snch loans Secondly, when companies gave such poweis to donate or subsciibe 
it was generally given to the Boaid of Diiectors Otheiwise, evei> time a donation 
had to be made, the appioval of shaie-holdeis would have to be obtained The 
cost of calling a share-holdeis’ meeting might in the case of big companies be 
easily more than the amount of the donation or the investment Sir Rama^tvamx 
Mudahar^ replying, said that accoidmg to legal ndMce, the Bill would not 
militate against the position of a company whose ai tides of association authorised 
the diiectoiB to make such donations foi investments As regards the second 
point, it was a matter of policy which ought to be left to the share-holdeis to 
authorise Diiectois to give donations and make investments of this chaiacter 
It w6uld not be fair to shaie-holders that donation which they might jiot like 
should be made by Diiectois themselves The Bill was passed 

Debate on the Finance Bill 

11th NOVEMBER —The Congress came back to the Assembly to day and the 
old atmospheie of pre-war sessions was quickly restored The galleries uere packed 
Ml Bhiilabkat Desat took his usual place as leader of the Congress Party and Mr 
Jrnnah also appeared for the debate on the Finance Bill 

Str Jeiemy Raisman, moving that the Finance Bill be taken into consideration, 
made a brief speech in which he said that the pioposed inciease in postal and 
telegraph charges was in efiect a proposal to use that department ns a vehicle for 
an indirect tax Action of that kind was defensible in ceitam ciicurastances The 
present emergency justified the levy of an induect tax of this character Eefeiiing 
to the proposed increase in income-tax, Sir Jeiemy corrected a statement made 
in ins speech on the opening day of the session in r^hich he said, ‘Tn the case of 
incomes other than salaries there will be a supplemental 3 assessment increasing the 
tax already assessed for 1910-41 by one twelfth and in the case of incomes from 
which tax 18 deducted at souice, that is, salaries, inteiest on secuiities and dividends, 
the previous deductions will be treated as shoit by one-twelfth That was not 
Btiictly correct It was only in the case of salaries that the pievious deductions 
would be treated as short by one-twelfth so that for the remaining four months of 
the year, deduction would be increased by 25 per cent ” 

Mr Satyamurti opened the debate on behalf of the Opposition He dwelt 
upon the reasons why the Congress Party could not and the otheis should not 
support the Bill He wanted the House to realise that the Bill was designed to 
broadcast to the whole world, and particularly to the nential countries, that India 
was wholeheartedly supporting Great Biitam in this wai He said that India was 
made a party to the war without hei consent and he doubted if even the Govein- 
ment of India was consulted by the Viceioy on that subject In this connection, 
he referred to South Afiica, Ireland and Egypt, and said that the fiist was being 
kepkrn the fray by all the ingenuity of General Smuts, while the other two were 
Btill neutrals Beferiiug to the Finance Member's speech in which the community 
was asked to make sacrifices Mr Satyaniurti enquired what sacrifices had been 
made by non-Indian members of the Government Services They were getting larger 
salaiies than before It was stated that additional funds weie needed for the 
defence of India But nothing was being done for the defence of India and in the 
name of India eveiy effort was made for the defence of Britain whose chief spokes- 
man has recently declared that they weie fighting foi their survival In this 
country the age old theory of martial and non-martial classes was being kept up 
and the condition of the people had been reduced to a state that people were nervous 
even when tha twelve o’clock gun was fired Proceeding, Mi Satyamurti said that 
Butain did not want Indians co-operation If she did, she would have made - Ihdia 
free Britain only wanted- India’s men and money but did nothing to make this 
country self-supporting. Eefernng to the Legislature, he said that when Canada 
and Australia could have eleqtions during the war, why not India ? But- '-the ‘•fact 
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of the matter Tvas that the Government ■were afraid of electorates who the7 hnew 
were not “with them Mr Satyaronrti declared that ’whatever might have been the 
talk about war aims and peace aims they in this country "lyere convinced that 
Bntain did not intend to make India free after the war He quoted Mr Jinnah 
who had recently obFeived that the Goveinment did not intend to part with power 
Mr SaUamurti said that if the Congress wanted to embarrass the Government they 
could do a lot, but they had decided against it The Goveinment on the other hand 
had used Mahatma Gandhi when they had Fome use for him !Now they did not 
like him 'Ihe speaker said that the British Government refused to meet the 
Congress demand becauFe they said that theie were differences amongst Indians 
He was sure that even if all the differences were settled even with Biitieh nested 
interests, Bntain would find fresh excuses and create diffeiences where none 
existed He declared that they might be dnided but not on the issue of freedom 
for the country Continuing, Mr Satyamurti asked why there should be a 

supplementary Binance Bill Ihe whole thing could ha^e come at the end of the 
year and he questioned the propriety of bringing in such a measure without 
resorting to supplementary demands In conclusion, he said that England should 
do the nght thing by India, establish a National Government, trust the people 
and offer India the same citizenship which Mr Churchill offeied to France after 
the collapse of that country England should not exploit the slave condition 
of India 

Mr L C Buss, Leader of the European Group, said that with the exception of 
the ten per cent surchaige on trunk calls, legaiding which he asked foi further 
consideration, he was prepared to accept on behalf of the Euiopean Group 

all the pro])OBa]s which the Finance Member had placed before this House But 
m doing SO, be would be failing in his duty if he did not make one important 
stipulation 'It IS inherent in all that I ha\e said today that the expenditure 
for which we are asked to make this special proMsion is in fuitbcrance of our 
war commitments and preparations Were we not assured of that our news 

about this Finance Bill would be veiy different We could not, at this crisis in 
our affairs, view with equanimity any abnornal expenditure on end sen ices 
not connected with the furtherance of our defensne and offensuc measures 
But I do not think that the Finance Member can be criticised on this scoie, 

since practically all the additional expenditure to which be has leferrcd in his 
statement is essentially connected with war conditions Even in the spheie of 
our war activities, we should not be piepared to acquiesce in exceesive expenditure 
which could be a^oldcd, and I refer particulaily to the expansion of establishments 
and the creation of highly paid posts to which cnticism has fiequcntly been 
directed 3 commend this to the most careful attention of the Finance Member 
in the hope that, while affoiding every possible facility to those departments 
which are concerned with India’s prosecution of the war, he will be ruthless m 
pruning expenditure which is non essential and can be dispensed with ” Concluding, 
Mr Buss said “I his war in which the British Commonwealth of Nations is 
engaged is our war here in India ]ust as much as it is the war of our biothers 
o^er6ea8 in Europe and the Middle East, who are already in the fighting line 
let us make no mistake about that and let us be prepared to bear our share 
manfully of the financial burden imposed on us, in thankfulness that we have 
so far been spared the added trial of blood and tears ” 

Mr Srt Prahasa, in a speech lasting for an hour and a half, said that he 
would like to present to the officials a picture of things very diffeient fiom the 
one they were wont to see eveiy day He claimed that his picture represented 
the real state of affairs in the country At the outset, he would like send a 
message of deep svmpathv to the women and children who were victims of 
of aggression Bcfemng to India, he strongly criticised ‘‘the indiscnminate manner 
in which respected people are arrested and sent to ]ail for indefinite periods 
under the Mcnce of India Act” In this connection he mentioned the recent 
convictions of Pandit Nehru, Pandit Paliwal and Professor Kanga and said that 
these convictions were interpreted as pacnfices m the cause of Indians freedom 
It was said that the war was being fought for liberty, but to him liberty meant 
that no foreigner ehould rule mer others It was therefore, futile to nsk for 
support for the Finance Bill unless they were told what steps were Jicincr nVonna^ 
to make India free Mcntlana Zafar Ah asked how the country was to knn^ 
that the money was being spent really for Oic defeffee of India Indians 
not trusted and it was against Iiuroaa nature to pay for something in whuli 
was not interestocj He nseerted that there, was sr ‘golden oppStJ for Great 
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Bntain to come to a settlement ■with India That -was -when the Congress Workino- 
Committee passed its Delhi resolution “If,” he asked, “Pandit Nehru could be 
arrested, why not General Hertzog and Mr De Valen ? lYhen Ireland and 
South Africa are allowed freedom to adopt what attitude they liked to the war 
Vihy deny that fieedom to India ? I ntn not sure that after the rrar freedom* 
will fall like a iipe apple in India’s lap But if after the Mar the liberal and 
profuse promises Mnich aie bein^ made to India in the name of the British 
Government now aie in fact not fulfilled, then the first to raise the standard of 
revolt will be myself ” (Cheeis) 

IMr Abd^ii Quayinn said that none in India wanted substitution of British 
rule by any other lule They did not want a mere change of masters They, 
howevei, wanted to know whether the present war was being fought for the defence 
of India 01 for the pre'^ervation of Biitish vested interests For, he said, the War 
Aims of Great But am had been modified from fight for democracy to fight for 
the suivivnl of Gieat Bntam He protested against the recent ban on the visit 
of Mr Bhnlabhai Desai to the tubal territorv Eespectable persons, he said, had 
been detained in his Province foi indefinite periods without trial Mr Quayum 
had not concluded when the House lose for the day 

12th NOYEMBER — !Mr Abdul Qayum^ resuming his overnight speech, 
refeiied to the bombing of civilians and said that till recently Great Britain alone 
had opposed its total abolition because she was in favour of bombing for police 
purposes, particulaily in the tribal teintory The Defence Secretary had stated in 
the Assembly that bombing resorted to on the Frontier was in the interests of the 
people themselves and was a humane practice Mi Qayum went on to refer to the 
Viceroy’s negotiations with the leadeis of political paities and said that the nego* 
tiations had amply pioved that Biitish policy in this country was designed sole- 
ly to keep Hindus and Muslims at each other’s throats He ehaiacteiised as pro- 
paganda the recent cry that Islamic countries were in danger of losing their 
independence He declared that a Government who had put Mr Jawabailal Nehiu 
in jail deserved condemnation and said that Mr Nehru was held in great esteem by 
the Pathans 

Mr P J Griffiths made a strong attack on the Congress Party and declared 
that throughout the speeches made on behalf of that Paity he was conscious of the 
fact that at a time when man^ thousands of his countrvmen and many thousands 
of Indians too were facing the stein realities of death and destruction, that Party 
was living in the land of make-believe In those speeches was a combination of 
complete lack of sense of reality, a cold-blooded spiiit of baigaimng and a determi- 
nation to drire the hardest possible baigain (Ones of “No, no” and other 
interruption ) The Party, however had never lacked master tacticians and its 
practice when it intended to embark on a paiticulaily selfish policy was to cover it 
with a cloak of idealism At the most ciitical peiiod the Party absented itself 
fiom the House , but what change bad now brought them running to the House ? 
It was the fear of taxation They had said thev weie not pienaied to pay for this 
war, because they declared it was not tbeir war but, be asked did the Party 
sincerely believe that the issue of the present war was a matter of indiffeience to 
them?" Did Mr Abdul Qayum belie\e that the victory of Biitain or Germany 
made no difference to I ndia’s" future ? Mr Giiffiths concluded by a warning against 
the tyiann^ of speech under which the Congiess Paity and Indians with then ease 
of expression were suffering Ihere was the shibboleth of imperialism, for instance 
“I am pioud to be an imperialist,” declaied ilr Gnffiths, “a humble member^ in an 
impeiialisni which has given the most iiractical approach to the League of Nations 
that the woild has 3 et seen ” (Cheers) It had been said that there was inequality 
in the Empirg* The inequality now was that m his countiy people were Ining 
lives of fear, there was no safety and there was no peace, but in this country there 
was peace Mr, Griffiths affirmed that the peace in this country was ensured by 
the Biitish Navy which was the mistress of the seas Biitain was paying fourteen 
crores a da\~ Was it unreasonable for India to pay six crores a ^ear ? * At a 
time like this, when civilisation is falling around us, the Congress Party should 
not be niggardly , they should show a gladness, and a readiness to take their part 
in beaung the burden of civilisation ” (Cheersl 

Sir Mohammed Yamm Khan declared that the Muslim League Party had no 
intention of embanassing the Government although they had a large number of 
grievances Ihe party would be guided by the resolution of the All-India Muslim 
League, which had laid down the policy and programme for the MussalmanB ‘pfj 
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India He said that the ConKress Partv had returned to the Assembly 
aroired object of opposing the Finance Bill The members of the Party had brought 
forward a number of grievances, including th^working of the Defence of India Act 
He asserted that the absence of the Con<^res3 Party {rom the Assemblji had helped 
the Government in many ways and particularly in enacting the Defence of India 
Act in its present form He charged both the Government and the Congress with 
lack of vision If there were men of foresight in the Congress to day there would 
have been a settlement of the communal question Instead of tackling the question 
m the right manner, an offer of Premiership of India was made to a coircspondent 
of a foreign newspaper without anv effort to implement its provisions within this 
country Proceeding, Sir Yarain Khan said that it was the dut) of the Go\ernment 
to conMnee the House that they had not squandered raouev and that there is teal 
need for fresh taxation He claimed that if proper and effective control over expen- 
diture and particularlj over the fixation of salaries of the ne\» departments had 
been maintained, no fresh taxation would have been needed He also complained 
that the Goveinment refused to take non ofiiuals into their confidence Q-hey for 
instance, refused to bring non-iotable expenditure befoie the fctnnding Finance 
Committee the present composition of which was such that it would have probably 
voted any expenditure Proceeding, bir Yamin Khan said that in the present war 
only a selected few such as contractors had made money and it was only right that 
they should be called upon to contribute to financing the war 


l^th NOVEMBER — Str Ziauddin Ahmod asked for greater encourage- 
ment to cottage industries during the rar, particu laxly as in their case "ho 
question arose of impoiting machinery or tools from abroad Ihe purchase of 
ai tides of food and clothing for the Defence Department, he urged, should be 
entrusted to civilians He explained how economies were possible in pnrehnse*^ He 
demanded the appointment of a committee of the House to be associated with the 
Supply Department and moic stringent financial control o er that Depaitment 
Kef erring to the new taxation proposals, bir Ziauddin asked why no surcharge 
had been proposed on excess profits He suggested nationalisation of important key 
industries and more extensue use of the excise duty as the form of taxation 
to raise additional re\enues Referring to the constitutional deadlock, the speaker 
declared that the people would be free when they were fit to go\crn themsehes 
no acrbal assuiances from any party was of anv help in reaching the goal 

Sir Homi Mody refeired to the speech of Mr Satiamurli and agreed with 
him that the policy of appeasement was responsible for the pie^ent war and 

disUubed world ordei lie, however, did not agree with him that England was 

fighting this war for her suiMval Ihe real issue before the country was not 

pulling Britain out of her piesent difficulties but the danger to India from 

international gangster ' We are not rery far from the wni and vro have to see 

that It does not walk into our doors The Congress says that Britain has diagf^cd 
India into the war that India was not hkel> to get her fiecdom and there/ore 
It was no concern of hers to assist in the war 1 asscit that it does matter to 
us if hbeity and ficedom were submerged There has been talk of imperialism, 
but I sa), that imperialism is os dead as Queen Anne” Prouceding, bn Bonn 
said that Indians had been urging the Government to make India strong but 
none could make bricks without straw Hence the Iinance Bill In this conection 
fcir Homi ciiticised the creation of new posts and new departments and urged 

economy in expenditure 

Mr If K Josht, darning to speak for the ^YO^klng classes, said that the working 
classes, like qtbcis, weie ciuided on the issue but the majority wTre as Inuch 

opposed to Nazism and Fascism as they were opposed to impenalism Both 

unnerialism and Fascism weie based on the exploitation of the wealer people 
and weaker nations by stronger people or nations Both the svatems did not 
believe in equality of man The difference between the two forms "of exploitation 
was only one of degree The capitalist form of democracy did give a certain 
amount of liberty but only to a selected few The working classes therefoie 
had not much to choose between imperialism ane Nazism They were prepared to 
fight Nazism but not with a view to making imperialism strong fibel wanted 
both of them to go Kefernng to India Mr Joshi said that the^ present 
administration of the country gave no indication that there would be freedom" for 
India even after tpe war If Indians were convinced that Britain was sinceie and 
would concetle freedom to India after the war they would whole-hcartediv Rnnnnrf 
war effort If Brltam could not-concede freedom 
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some indication of lier intentions of doing so after the Trar '"The argument 
‘What will happen to India if Bntain lost V ib not good enough Ihere is 
another alternative, namely, to cive an assurance if not grint freedom at once. 
But if Biitish imperialism and German Nazism fight, can we not have the choice 
to wait and see whether they destroy each other ? I will certainly take a chance” 

Mr Asaf Ah referred to the appeal made by a member of the European Group 
yesterday for sympathy luth the British people in the fier^ ordeal they were zQin^ 
through “There was no need to appeal to us” said Mr Asaf All “We are human 
enough to feel sympathy , we are fully alive to the sufferings of the British people 
and the sufferings of many other people who are undergoing a terrible experience. 
We also recognise with admuation their fight for freedom But when we want 
to fight for our freedom they ought to sympathise with us ” He went on to 
describe “the dismal and bleak failure” of British rule in India and referred to the 
“patent hypocrisy” of claiming to fight for the freedom of the smaller nations of 
Europe and at the same time den\ing freedom for a subcontinent within the 
Empire The question had been asked if speeches such as had been made in the 
House by Congiess would be permitted in countries under German rule He 
replied “Yes, if we are prepared to brave the Gestapo ” Was there not a Gestapo 
in India ? The footsteps of Congress leadeis were being dogaed, their letters 
opened , and not a man had spoken out his mind in the country but had been put 
in ]ail Mr Griffiths had spoken against lefusal to help the police to fight thieves 
It was not a question of the police asking for his help It was question 

of an aggressor asking for help against a bigger aggressor His reply 
would be “give me the key of the House” Mr Asaf All went on to dwell 
upon the warnings he had given years ago to the Goiernment about 
building up an adequate defence force for India and on how Government 
bad neglected those warnings He spoke of the huge debts 'saddled” on India 
and complained that while throughout the vorld a scaling down of debts had 
taken place and repudiation in some cases, India had been left without any 
attempt at relief 

Sir A Baviaswamt ATudahar^ Commerce Member, speaking amid many 
interruptions, made a strong attack on the Congiess Party and repudiated the 
declarations that the people of India were not behind the war effort He jsaid 
he had listened times without number to the kind of speeches made by the 
Congress Party members and he was not surprised to hear then again 
Sir Ramaswami refuted the suggestion that the contributions made to the war 
funds were not voluntary (Voices Hold an enqiniy) A Madras newspaper, he 
said, opened a fund and within three weeks collected three lakhs The 
Madras Corporation, he continued, turned down by a majority of two, thanks 
to the Congress Party, a proposal to vote Es 10 000 to the Lord Mayor^s 
Pund Immediately afterwards, the same newspaper opened a fund and within a 
week collected Es 15,000 The people of India, he leiterated, were behind this war 
effort (cheers and counter cheeis) The trouble was that Congress Party members 
did not know their own minds How could they when their minds were made up 
for them by others ? While they were speaking the same language, the puipoitof 
their speeches was different and each person had his own idea For instance, on the 
question of non-violence, one spoke of it as the ultimate thing that would save 
mankind Ahimsa, declared the speaker, did not mean non violence (Cries of oh, oh) 
There was a danger that if this creed of non-violence as it was explained prevailed 
and was accepted bv wider and wider circles in India, it would be a tragedy to his 
country How could any Hindu who lead the Bhagavat Gita suggest that non- 
violence was the creed of Hindus ? bir Eamaswami proceeded to refei to the speeches 
made by Congress Ministers immediately after the declaration of the war and 
contrast those speeches with the speeches now made Hitlerism was then condemned 
as the perfection of violence, an affront to the sanctity of moral law , and Britain 
with all her faults was then declared to be a decent nation Why were quite 
different declarations being made now ? What was the reason for the change ? 
At that time, said Sir Eamaswami, the Party hoped that their suggestions would 
be accepted So they were from what he knew of the history of the talks that 
were then held But the trouble was that when a suggestion was about to be 
accepted, a more extreme suggestion was made and it was not accepted Having 
gone out of office for no tangible reason, they wanted to indulge in the language 
m which they indulged They knew that in this war effort were men who wanted 
to put an end to the present system men wjio had distinguished themselves as 
martyrs m'the political cause long'* before some of the present Congress Party 



-15 NOV ’40 ] TBEATJIENT OF DETENUS 121 

members were born, including tbe great soul wbo lived in Pondicherry f'nd Mr 
ferinivasa lyetigar, ati ex-Congrcss President Let us realise, he urged, that Indians 
felt for their country whether they were on Government benches or elsewhere 
“I am certain that at this time everybody who does not stand by the war effort is a 
traitor to the country” (cries of “Oh, oh”) He commended the spmt of the 
thousands of young men who, day after day, flocked to ]oin the Air Force, the 
Navy end the Army and warmly refuted the suggestion that they were mercenaries 
Ihere could be no grosser calumny than to apply that term (cheers) These young 
men were coming forward to be trained so that in the years to come they would 
be able to do full services to the country (renewed cheers) 


Muslim Pilgpim Officer (co5td ) 

15th NOVEMBER —Non-official resolutions were discussed to-day The House 
was thin, the bulk of the Muslim League and Congress Nationalist members and 
all but two or three of the Congress Party being absent Discussion was lesumed 
on Ml H M Abdullah’s resolution recommenaing the appointment of a suitable 
Muslim as permanent pilgrim officer Maulvi Abdul Ohant, who opened the 
discussion to day, explained that each pilgrim had to pay Rs 66 6 in Jeddah, 
and many a time he was charged that sum over and over again That was one 
important aspect of the problem which required careful consideration Str Gtrja 
Shanler Bajpat explained that the work fell into two categories, namely in season 
and off season The off season work consisted in receiving reports from Haj 
committees and other bodies and could easily be handled by the department He 
assured the House that the Government had an open mind They had this year 
appointed a special officci who had been directed to report matteis connected uith 
Ha) traffic He would also report whether a permanent whole time officer was 
needed or the work required onl^ a seasonal officer The resolution was withdrawn 

TUEtTMENT or DeTENUB 


Mr i\r Joshi mo\ed a resolution recommending the appointment of a 
committee to examine and report without delay on the complaints made by 
detenus, externees and internees under the Defence of India Act regarding the 
conditions under which they Incd and the conditions of their families Mr Joshi 
estimated the number of people placed under differents forms of restraint under 
the Defence of India Act at d,000, if not moie The first complaint, ho said, was 
that the Goiernment did not lake up the responsibility of maintaining tbe families 
of nersouB whom they had removed oi on whom they had placed other lestiictions 
under the Act In many cases the person so dealt with was the bread-winner of 
the family and when they lemoved him it was the duty of the Government to 
maintain the family as well as the person himself As legards the ticatment of the 
detenus j exteinecs oi internees themselves, ho bad Beard complaints that some 
places of detention did nob provide reasonable com foils such as soap, shaving 
tackle and smokes Some jails peimitted the detenus to purchase these at their owb 
cost and the spcakei himself had sent money to some detenus to help them to get 
these Newspapeis and books presented anothei difficulty Only newspapers 
conducted by European publishers were allowed Letters intended for the detenus 
had first to be sent to the G I D , who, if they were satisfied, sent them on to the 
Supeiintendent of the jail to be handeu to the person concerned Detenus in jail 
were not allowed to communicate with each other oi to live together He knew of 
one detenu four of whose teeth were aching and who wanted to have them extracted 
He was asked to pay for it The point stressed in many of the letters received by 
the speaker was that the Government weie looking after Italian and German 
detenus far more considentely and were giving them greater facilities than were 
given to Indians Italians and Germans, they argued, were fighting the British 
with fai more deadly weapons than the speeches whicn the Indian detenus had 
at the worst, made Mi Joshi wanted a committee of only three, one of whom 
could be an ofiicial, the other being two non-officials who had some sympathy with 
the people they were to deal with 

Dr Bannerjea, speaking in support of the resolution, referred to the fact that 
delcntion with or without trial had been m vogue in Bengal during the last thirty 
j cars and the treatment of (he detenus had never been whoU> satisfactory In 
recent times it had been harsh and unjust For instance, monthly allowances were 
not regularly paid , complaints of discomfort were not attended to medical aid 
was not adequate, with the result that in the case of SatjaranjanTBakshi, who had 
now been released, it was not known whether he would survive Dr Banuerjea 
16 
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dealt in particular with externees and internees and the difhculties expenenced by 
them S^hen persons belonging to one prOMuce were externed m another province 

Mattlana Zafar Ah, speaking as one who had undergone imprisonment some 
years ago, declaied that his expeuence was that ordinary offenders were treated 
better than political offendeis He referred to the instance of one Abdus Sattar 
Khaiii of Aligarh uho, he said, had gone to German}, spoke the German language 
as well as any German and had mariied a German wife He was remolded to 
Jhansi under the Defence of India Act, but his wife was better provided for in 
Debra Dun than be himself He suppoited Mr Joshi s demand for an enquiry 

Mr M S Aney drew the attention of the Goveinraent to the fict that the 
old Regulations of 1818 laid an obligation on the Goveinment of India to provide 
for those persons who were detained under them and for their families AY ere the 
Government making progress m this matter or were they retreating ? If the 
Government, in then own interest, removed a person from his fnmih, then they 
must at the same time assume the responsibility for seeing that his family was 
not inconvenienced by that aibitrarv removal From his own personal experience 
and from the expeuence of others, it was well known that the disabilities about 
which Mr Joslu complained did exist He, therefore, did not know why Mr 
Joshi wanted a committee to enquire into them All that needed doing was to ask 
that the disabilities be lemoved But Mr Joshi’s lutenliou was that if the 
Goveinment had any doubt here was the chance of setting that doubt at rest 

India’s War Bill 

An announcement intended to meet ciiticisms against the Supph Department 
of the Government of India was made by Str Jucmy Eaisinan, Finance Member, 
in replying to the debate on Mr NauviaiVs lesolution urging the appointment 
of a Committee of the Le£:islatuie to advise the Government so as to secme 
reasonable economy in expendituie connected with the war Sir Jeremy said, 
with leference to "tlie repeated allegations of abnormally high salaries in the 
Siippl} Depaitmeut, he was prepared to place the uhole list of the personnel 
of the" Department befoie the Standing Finance Committee a meeting of uhich 
he proposed to call at as crlIj an opportunity as possible, ind sit with the 
Committee in older to satisfy them why those salaries were being paid He would 
welcome that Committee’s recommendations for his future guidance Ihe 
lesolution was withdrawn 

Abolition of Coffee Ca’\ipaign 

Doctor DeSouza moved that the Indian Coffee Cess Committee be instructed 
to scrap the London Coffee Market Expansion Board, at an} rate wbile the war 
lasted and divert the funds so leleased to fuithei develop the Indian market After 
a debate lasting two hours, the resolution was withdrawn Doctor DeSouza 
pointed out that the Indian coffee industry was passing through a most acute 
crisis due to the closing of tradition il expoit markets on the continent of Euiope 
‘‘Unless an outlet is found for the surplus ciop in the immediate future, there 
will necessarily be collapse of prices in the internal market and the industiy 
uill be irretrievably ruined Any disaster to the industi} will have far-reaching 
effects The capital sunk is over ten crores of rupees The aiea under cultivation 
exceeds 2,00,000 acres giving employment to nearly 2,00,000 labourers The industry 
provides more than a crore of lupees to the bMance of trade in favour of India’* 

Deb\te on the Finance Bill (contd) 

16th NOATRIBER — Ihe general debate on the Finance Bill was resumed 
to-day Sir Ahdiil Hahin Ghiiziiaiii declaied that the Congress had become a 
menace to peace and orderl} Government The Con gi ess wanted fieedom from 
Gieat Britain but if Great Britain were to go under he asked, who would give 
that freedom He severely criticised the Supply Depaitment, declaring that the 
secrecy in which it was shrouded was because ‘^it had too many men and too little 
work” He asked why it was that the directorate of munitions production had 
bodily shifted to Calcutta AVas it because the Director-General of that section 
did not like whatever check the Government of India were exercising over it? 
He concluded by giving his support to the Finance Bill 

Mr Aklnl Chandia Datta opposing the motion for consideration, declared it 
was neither India’s duty nor interest to finance the war He asked whether it 
was necessary for England to fight Germany m order to give freedom to India, 
or for India to fight Germany to get her freedom Did Geimany stand in the 
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way of India’s freedom ? In his new it was for India to fight Downing Street, 
the Government of India and British capital in order to get her freedom 

Mr F E James declared that even m the occupied countries there vrere 
free people co operating in the war again«?t the totalitarian Powers Ko man m 
India was coerced into cooperation He was incited to co operate He might 
stand aside so long as he did not make a definite endeavour to impede the war 
effort As It was, there was no lack of men, money or munitions The war was 
daily extending Further extensions of it would be in Indians direction He uas 
not saving this in order to terrorise the people, though the Congrees Party had 
made it clear that e%en the threat of Hitler and Mussolini combined meant nothing 
to them He gaie a word of enrouragement and a word of warning to the 
Goiernment His community's full and enthusiastic support was there foi the 
effecliic prosecution of the war That vas his woid of encouragement His word 
of warning was that that support iiould not be coming spontaneously iinlc'^s the 
Goiernraent were prepared to take the country into its confidence much more 
than they bad done in the past He rebutted the suggestion that coercion had 
been UBcd in the colleaion of war funds Every step had been taken in Madras 
again and again both by the Go\ ernor and his Adwsers to pi event coercion On 
the other hand, there had been complaints of coercion exercised by the Congress 
Party He himself had received subscriptions from some Congress members 

under smet secrecy and could claim that there had been coercion by the leaders 
of the Congress 

Sardar Sant Singh declared that there were no two opinion^ that the war 
must be won That was the bikhs' attitude towards the war The Sikhs believed 
in non-violence as a policy and not as a creed, but while thev viclded to none 

in their desire to win the war, tile's were equally detci mined to know what was 

to be India's future 'Ihe last war was declared to be fought for the principle 

of self determination and vet that pnnciple had ncici been made applicable to 
India “How do we know that England means business as fai as we are concerned 
in this war when she did not mean buBine^^s after the last war ? There are no 
indications to the contrary so fai Ihe Government in this country is out of 
date, and must be scrapped, and the sooner it is done the better for all concerned” 

Mr N V Gadgtl said that so long as democratic institutions existed m 
India and bo long as the Assembly was regarded rc]>resentatiie of the Indian 
people^ the Congress Party would also be regarded as representative of the 
majority of Indians 


18lh NOVEMBER —Sir Mahomed ZafntUah Khan^ Law SIcmber, gave a 
detailed reply to Opposition arguments Dealing first with the Supply Department, 
he alluded to the Finance Member's announcemenit on Friday last that the 'll hole 
list of the personnel of the Department with their present and previous salaries 
would be placed ^ - e . i Vm^wice Committee shortly ana the CommiUec’s 

advice sought for in that matter Su Zafrullah also referred 

to his own announcement that the Goveinment had decided to set up a Standing 
Committee for the Supply Department during the current scs'^ion of the Legislature 
Pvcfuting the charge that the Department was packed with European*!, Sir Zafrullah 
said that it was an emergency department and a number of technical men had to be 
got together qmclh Now that the Department was in running order and there was 
time to look round, he could assure the House that every effort would be made on 
a more exten*ii\e scale to obtain Indian personnel and th'e position would be watched 
svmpatbetically He pointed out that the Supply Department took over departments 
and sections in which there had been very litiie Indian recruitment, such %s the 
Contracts Directorate In this Directorate emht commissions had since been granted 
to Indians 'Jho Indian Stores Department was now whollv Indian and for the 
first time an Indian Chief Controller was appointed last April and when ho took 
up another department, another Indian was appointed The mam issue of the debate 
on the motion, the Law Member obsened, was one of co opcratin<^ or not co 
operating in the war effort Sketching the background of the question Aie enumera- 
ted certain points of agreement between both sides of the Hou^^e, nameh that 
Hitler was responsible for the war and that the dictators were fighting for sometbinL^ 
which meant the destniction of eiery thing which would make life a nch and 
glorious inhentancc that Britain was the mam bulwark against such dcstnictinn 
that the defeat of Britain would mean the nun and destruction of the whole world 
me nding India and that not on h onr sympathies but also our pravers were wi h 
Britain Sir Zafnillah quoted a . series of extracts from declarations made S 
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Mahatma Gandhi, Mr C Eajagopalachariar, Mr Munshi and others which he 
claimed, gave full expression to these points One of them had described the war 
as a war against non-violence itself ‘'We have also been assured that if India is 
granted freedom, those who at present differ from us in this matter would be prepa- 
red to make the fullest contribution towaids the war effoit Surely then it is not 
the doctrine of non-violence that stands in the way of their making such a 
contribution ” Eeferring to the catalogue of Britain’s ‘ past misdeeds”, Sir Zafrullah 
said, *‘We know the nature of the danger that threatens not only India but the 
whole world We also know that as far as human endeavour is concerned, Britain 
and her Allies alone stand between that danger and the complete destruction of 
all libeity and freedom and peace Shall we refuse to help and stiengthen Biitain, 
as far as it may in us he, because Clive committed forgeiy, because Warren 
Hastings despoiled the Ea]a of Benares and the Begums ot Oudh ? Or, because 
there has been exploitation of India and disciimination against Indians ? And 
suppose as the result of refusing our help, Britain weie to lose Would that help to 
wipe out Olive’s forgery and Waiien Hastings’ high-handedness, past exploitations 
and discnramations ? It may be argued that it will at least teach Britain a lesson 
But of what avail the lesson, if no Britain is left to take it to heait and no India 
IB left to reap the benefit from the changed attitude of Britain ? And, indeed, the 
attitude IS already changed Apait from the condemnation to which Clive and 
Warren Hastings were sub 3 ected by their own people in their own time, there is 
nobody to-day who would attempt to justify that which has always lacked justifica- 
tion Many things have happened in the history of India during the last two 
centuries which nobody will to day attempt to find justification foi But it would 
be well to remember that such things weie not the monopoly of either one side or 
the other Facing the common enemy let us not rake up the past that indeed will 
not help us to overcome the immediate dangei ” 

Where did India’s real security lie, asked the Law Lleraber For better or for 
worse India’s destiny to-day was linked with that of Britain and uhat was still 
more important in the eyes of the enemy, they were inseparable India’s security 
of Britain in the secuiity of Turkey, Egypt, Iraq, Afghanistan and the Dutch East 
Indies and the human forces which weie the bulwark of that security were the 
British Navy, the Eoyal Aii Force, the British Aimy and the fighting foices of the 
Biitish Commonwealth of Nations and of the countiies he had enumerated (Mr 
Srt Frakasa And the defence of India Act) (laughter) And if we were to 
preserve our security we must do our utmost to strengthen these forces Pioceeding, 
the Law Member averred that the heart of the youth of India had been stiired and 
the youth of India weie responding nobly to the call of duty and of humanity 
“India is helping with men, money, munition b and mateiials, and as I have said, 
Will go on helping on an increasing scale (Cheers) Are those who are responding 
so gallantly to the call Congressmen or aie they not Congressmen ? If the answer 
13 yes, then the Congress itself is helping If the answer is no, the extent of 
India’s co-operation is the measure of the holowness of the Congress’ claim to 
repiesent the whole of India (Eenewed cheers ) "Let me convey to the hon 
members my own personal conviction that those are in erioi who proclaim that 
Biitain has not yet reconciled itself to a transfer of real power to India I too held 
that view till last autumn, but I have since been convinced that theie is a real 
change of heart among those in Britain in whose hands lest the reins of power 
I place complete trust in the declaration recently made by the British Prime 
Minister Mr Ohuichill ‘Long live also the forward march of the common people 
in all lands towards their just and true inheritance On to better times’ It has 
been said by Mr Gandhi that he wanted Gieafc Bntain to be gieater still to granting 
the Congress freedom to persuade India not to co opeiate in the war effort so that 
the world might acclaim Britain’s generosity May I be permitted to say that I am 
far more anxious that this great country of ouis should prove itself to be greater 
still and that in spite of Britain’s past misdeeds, m spite of the exploitation and 
the discrimination, in spite of its faults and shortcomings, in spite of its failure to 
grant India its freedom, India should, with a uinted voice, proclaim that against 
this dread danger to humanity, it shall draw a veil over the past and give freely 
and fully and to the utmost all the help and the co-opeiation that it is capable of 
The robes of freedom have been fashioned and are ready for India to wear Let 
US hope that India will at this supieme moment in the destiny of mankind rise to 
n stature which will enable it fitly and worthily to wear those robes ” (Cheers ) 
The Law Member concluded with an earnest appeal for an effort to extricate 
piankmd from this maelstiom of violence and destruction and to turn to paths of 
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peace and brotherhood There "was only one way of doing this and that was by 
cleansing our hearts of all evil thoughts casting out false gods and restoring our 
hearts to such purity that they should be fitted to become the thrones ot the true 
God (Prolonged cheers ) 

Str Raza Alt said that the present measure -svas necessary because the ordinary 
revenues of the counti7 had been affected by the war He expressed dissati^action 
^Ylth the Govern nienPs measures in connection with recruitment and said that in 
every BO\ereign countiy in the commonwealth, financial considerations were not 
allowed to interfere with the war effort It was in India alone that political 
considerations inteifeied with financial policy The attitude of the Muslim League 
ParUamentaiy Pait^, he said, was quite different with regaid to the war iiom that 
of the Congress Parliamentary Party They had neier non-co opeiated at any stage 
with the Government in the prosecution of the war He legretted that neithoi the 
Government nor the Congiess had treated the Muslim League Party faiil> and, 
therefore, they were not going to walk into the pailour of either feo far as 'Noting 
was concerned, then attitude would be what would seivc their interests best 

Str Henry Gtdney regretted that most of the speeches had no reference to the 
Finance Bill The Congiess Paity he said, had come back to the Assembly with 
one object, namely, to oppose the Finance Bill If they succeeded in doing so, they 
would drive the Governor-General to certify the Bill and then proclaim to the 
world that they were forced to pay for the war Referring to the Congress’ demands 
Sir Henry Gidney said, “If England were prepared to give India its independence 
at once, it would not last a day and even if England were prepaicd to give 
Dominion Status this is not the time to demand it As for freedom of speech, I 
wonder if the Congress were in the place of Great Britain, they would allow it” 
He reminded the House that it was only those who showed the spirit of seivicc 
and sacrifice to day who would be entitled to share the benefits of to-morrow when 
peace came Therefore he appealed to all loyal citizens to bury their diffciences 
and unconditionally give their best to help in the defences of then common 
motherland 


19 th NOVEMBER — “We stand by the statement made by the Working 
Committee of the Congress immediately after the dcclaiation of war,” dcclaied Mr 
Bhulabhai Desni^ Leader of the Opposition ' Tnat statement declared that if the 
war was to defend the "status quo,” vested inteiests and privileges India could 
have nothing to do with it If the issue was demociacy and world order based on 
demociacy, then India was intensely inteiested in it If Gieat Britain fought for 
that issue, let her end Imperialism in hei own Dominions and let the Indian 
people be given the right of self determination ” They stood by that declaiation, 
reiterated ilr Desm , and that declaration was made although they felt tliat the 
war was one imposed on India No amount of argument could alter the fact 
that it was an imposed war so fn^ as India was concerned , for m fact and in 
practice, every unit of what was called the Biitish Commonwealth of Nations, 
eliminating England heiself, had elected by Us own free will to join 01 not to 
join according to the dictates of its own policj Mr Desai referred to Mr Amerj’s 
statement that a national government like the one m England should be in being 
in India All that the Congress wanted was that national government at the 
Centre and they had suggested a simple, flexible arrangement to bring that about 
I he result of the Congress offer was known “Every single individual representing 
public opinion has realised,” Mr Desai continued, "that what Britain wants is 
that we should lend our name and our moral support and place all onr 
material resources at their disposal and we should be their instrument in 
carrving on this war That demand will not be met and cannot bg met 
It has been claimed that India is m the war and she is giving men and 
money freely If India is with vou, then why say anything else ?” As against 
that claim, Mr Desai quoted a British newspaper which said that all 

discussion of India was now overshadowed by the bieakdown of the negotntnms 
between the Yiceroj and the Congress, and asked that an attempt should be made 
to build a bnclge across ‘the gulf that, to the delight of our enemies, lay daikly 
hetwcpi us Ihe Leader of the House had made a well-documented and well- 
docketed speech prepared with his usual industry and skill That speech amounted 
to this I agree with you in everything vou say but having agreed with you so 
fur, I Bny must agree not to ask for what you want” (Laughter) 

Proceeding, Mr Hesai referred to the quotations given from sneeches an a 
Btatements made, -by Mr Gandhi, Mr Munshi and others/lt irk S 
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those declarations expressed sympathy with Britain Nobody had o-one back on 
that sympathy But A^as it intended that sympathy could be evoked by the other 
side doing nothing ? Ihere was no inconsistency, when your modest demand was 
not being given, m saying you could no longer feel the same sympathy Even now 
Mr Desai contmned, Mr Gandhi did not wish to embarrass Britain, but as he 
had made cleai, that desire not to embarrass must not end in self-extinction ‘You 
cannot use the other man’s goodness as a cloak for join hypociisy ” Ihe question 
had been asked What will happen if we are defeated? The question ^id Mi 
Desai, answered itself If you are defeated, well I you are defeated (Laughter) I 
remain defeated all the time and God will look after both of us ” (Renewed 
laughter) I was wrong to appeal to the fear complex Biitain went to ]\IuniGh 
when it suited her She fought when it suited , she might make peace when it 
suited her It was wiong, M Desai decluied to make it appear that India gave 
willing suppoit It was wiong to tell the world that the Islamic countiics were 
giving support The whole Mussalman world was neutral He concluded by 
reiterating “We shall not be able to support this measure” (Gheeis) 

Mr M S Alley rose to place The point of view of the man in the street 
before the House He said that he and his paity from the ^ery beginning had voted 
against all money Bills, piimanly on the ground that the executne was not 
responsible to the Legislature in this countiy * and so long as this state of aflairs 
continued, ray own attitude towaids the money Bills will remain unalteied ” i\Ir 
Aney next leferied to the convention under which the Assembly was to be 
consulted befoie Indian troops could be sent outside India Under that convention 
they should hare coubulted the Assembly whenever any troops were despatched 
outside the country, unless such despatch of tioops was for the defence of 
India What did Goveinmeufc do to oveicome this difficulty ? They extended the 
frontiers of India to Egypt and Singapoie without consulting anyone m this 
country Eefeiiing to the Chatfield Report, Mr Aney said that if the Report 
was written to-day, its framers would have extended the fioutiei of India to 
Gibraltar on the one side and the shores of Jipan on the other 

Mr M A Jninah reiterated the Muslim League’s determination not to 
embarrass Government, and asked the Congiesb Party , “Whj not 3011 and I put 
our heads together and present a common united deraind to Mr Amery or 
the British Parliament or the British nation ?” (Hear 1 hear 1) Mr Juinah 
referred first to the statement that the House could not be consulted 
because without the Congress Party it would not be a representative one Did 
that mean that the rest of the House did not count ? Mi Griffiths 

‘‘The part cannot represent the whole” Mr Jinnah said that that was not 
the real reason The reason was that the Government of India had no power 
here It was a constitutional, legal and physical fact that India was a possession 
of England It was theiefoie no use trying to put fear into the people or saving 
that Muslim countries weie in daugei “So far as the Muslim League is conceined, 
from the veiy beginning we have not put any difiicult^ in the way of Government, 
we have not embairassed Government in any way Fiom Septerabei 4 last year, 
right up to September 29 this yeai in the coiuse of negotiations, we have put no 
dilficulties of any kind whatsoevei ” Mi Jiiinan sketched the history of the offeis 
made by the Viceroy and the attitude adopted by the Congress and* the Muslim 
League, and referred to the statement made m the House that the Muslim League 
mo^d close to accepting in piinciple the offer of October, 1939 The question 
had been asked, observed Mi Jinnali if that was final and if the League would 
give up the piinciple because of difficulties over details His answei was “if 
I am willing to shaie your peril aud danger what about my having a voice m 
the assets which I am bringing to this pool ? Must I not have some say in how 
this IS going to be used ? What, I ask will be my share I am only told 
‘You will ha\ e two jobs ’ But nothing is said about what will be the total 
number of the conti oiling authoiitj, who else is coming and what will be the 
portfolios I am simply told T will have you as a partner , what more do 
you want ? The question how the principle I tame near to accepting is going 
to he implemented should therefore be put to Government and not to me” His 
speech on the Id day had been quoted In that speech he had said we should 
support and co operate in order to protect our own homes and hearths and 
pre\ent the war from coming to the Indian shoies, but he had also demanded 
real authority This was the difficulty in the way of Muslim India gnmg 
whol^earted support in the war Government were not going to meet ns fully 
because they were afraid 01 did not trust us or, it might because England 
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was now m a strong position and we could not prevent or help very much in 
the war effort “I tell you, e\en at this ciitical moment if you are rcallv in 
earnest and are serious if you want our band of co opeiation and nienciship, 
take It on an honouiable basis ‘‘I am asked ‘'If you allow this Bill to be 
defeated wbat ayiH be tbe impression abroad ” In tbe nist instance j if the 
Conf;re 5 S succeeds in defeating you, it is not m> fault —it is the fault of the 
constitution, and you have enacted this constitution, you ha've been cairving on 
this wooden, antediluvian Government, for decades now , and you cannot have it 
both wajs It 18 >our constitution , it is of ^our making When you sav the 
impression abroad will be bad, where and what are you refeiung to ? “Those 
who want to cieate that impiession ha\e woiked it out mathematically E\en 
if you win by a few ^otes, even if the Muslim League was to go into youi lobb>, 
they have alicady infoimed those abroad that a majority of the elected members 
aie against it, and which fool is theie in Araeiica or in Geimany who does not 
know*" your constitution, does not know the nature and character of this assembly ? 
Who 18 the man who will be upset think you will lose the war because this 
Finance Bill was rejected? “Let me for the sake of argument assume it will 
be an embarrassment —I don't think so , I think you aie exaggeiating and you 
aie attaching too much importance to it— but even if it was to embanass you, 
how can you expect me to support you ? Mind, you, I don’t say I am satisfied 
with the acceptance of the principle , but it is not a question ot my being satisfied 
Nobody is going to get 16 annas and, belicNe me, especially when you are in the 
gup of danger, it is not wise for one party or the other to put up cxtraoidin iry 
demands because that is not business “ihat is, tbeicfore, the very reason why 
wc have never said a word that you should agree to give me Pakistan before 
I suppoit you And, believe me, whatever my friends ot the Congicss Paity 
may sav, vse liave finally determined that that is our only goal, and wc shall 
fight foi it and die foi it (Checis) Make no mistake about it Demociacy is 
dead— demociacy of Mr DesaPs kind {Renewed cheers) 

“Wc miy be less in numbers and we aio , but we could give you I venture 
to say — and I am not saMng this by way of threat but by w ly of information 
to you—that we can gi\e }oii hundred limes moie tiouble than the Congress can 
give, if wc so determine But we do not want it You will ic ilise that Wo do 
not want to do it even now” Mr Jiunali went on to say that Congress leaders 
bid alvvajB had at the back of then minds the idea that the Congress alone 
lepresented the country Ihat wab the reason why there bad been no sctllemcnt 
between the Hindus and the Muslims 'ihe Congress had the idea that all that 
ininoutieB could press for were safeguaids as minorities MiissaJmans always had 
at the back of then mind during the last 25 ycais that they were a separate cntit\ 
Passing on to deal with Mr Rajagopalachan^s “spoiling ofTei”, Mr Jinnnh 
asked “Why doesn’t be invite the piospeclive Piime Ministei to have a 
talk with him instead of wiiing of to a London newspaper and saving 'I 
shall persuade my colleagues V ” (Cheers) Mr Rajagopahehan had to day 
justified his action by s vying that it would have been improper to make 
the ofFci to Mr Jinnah m the first instance, for Mi Jinnah would then 
have had legitimate ground for considciing it an insult and retorting that 
he was nob aftci jobs “If I\Ir Araery had accepted that offer and wlien that 
offei IS then made to me, would it not be open to me to make tbe same retort 
and say that Mr Ameiy and Mr Rajagopalachan have combined to insult me 
I am not here for jobs Do give other peoples credit for commonsense Ihe 
Biitish Goveinmcnt have said in au authoritative pronouncement that if we can 
put our bends together and bring some agreement, they are willing to consider it 
J hen what IS the use of making this offer to Mr Amcry over the head of the 
Muslim League ?" A national Government had been asked for by the Concrcss 
That, said Mr Tmnah, meant fai reaching and fundamental changes in the cons- 
titution , and vvhatevcr the Government, Mi Desai could command a two thirdQ 
majority “I will pity any member of that Cabinet who docs not obey the 
mandate 


or i'lcmbcr, Air Jeremy Eaisman, winding up the debute"* s-iid 

I could not help feeling thnt theic wns a great deal m the sp^ches whieh conld 
not but lepice the hearts of the enemies of India as well ns of Britain m,!!? 
passages of which the speakers will, I believe, feel ashamed at a Se n7t Terv 
far distant If there is one lesson more than another which this war faL tauuht 
us, It IS that the enemj with whom we have to deal proceeds bj sapping^o mornln 
of the countries he purposes to attack If I thought that the honoHe mSrl 
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opposite believed everythini; that they said, I sliould feel that it was indeed a 
sinister omen for the future of India But, sir, I do not believe it They have 
come here to m\ke a gesture and demonstration and we must not weight too preci- 
sely all the words which they have uttered ’’ The Finance Member said that thev 
had been told that no adequate steps had been taken for the defence of India 
“This is curious criticism from the lips of those who, year in and year out, hme 
objected to the expenditure on defence and who have come here now to reject the 
proposals for raising part of the finance for immediate defence measures It is 
true that here, as m other parts of the world, adequate steps were not taken at 
an earlier stage to meet the menace which threatens from the self-confessed apostles 
of the doctnne of force and aggression But one of the mam reasons for the failure 
to prepare was precisely the state of mind which still characterises many members 
of the Opposition “It is impossible to imdo in a day the damage that has been 
done during years of unpreparedness, but, now that we realise the dangers, we 
can at least press on with all the measures that are open to ns to take have 
made and are making, every possible effort in this direction It has been argued 
that factories for the production of aeroplanes and munitioiis should have been 
transferred wholesale from their exposed position in Grcvat Britain to India ‘There 
IS much force in this argument, but the critics should not forget that at a moment 
when e\ery dav's production was vital for the outcome of the battle of Butain 
the removal of an installation to India would have meant a gain in time of anything 
from 6 to IS months or more It would have meant a good deal of shipping space 
and the tiansfei of consideiable numbers of skilled peisonnel until trained worWs 
should be available m India Finally it is rare for a unit of production to be 
entuely self-contained Its existence depends on subsidiary and ancillary foims of 
industiial production which mav not easily be available in India These are all 
serious obstacles to the course which has been advocated It is unnecessary to 
attribute to the British Government sinister and sordid motives for failing to wel- 
come them ” The Finance Member next dealt with the suggestion that a supple- 
mentary Finance Bill was unnecessai-y Mr Desai, he said, had alleged that the 
real purpose of the Bill was to tell the outside woild that India was with Britain 
in this war He repudiated the suggestion Immediately after the outbreak of 
war he had brought m an Excess Profits Tax Bill, primarily to meet the war 
expenditure The House then felt that the Bill was a piematuie measure and 
discussed all aspects of war and war expenditure Similirly m his budget estimates 
last March he had set aside eight crores of rujiees fox defence expenditure attribu- 
table to war The Congress Party kept away from the House and it was extraordi- 
nary for them now to ascribe ulterior motives to Government iihen the\ themsehes 
bad come to make a demonstration 

The Finance i^Iember said that the point at issue was whether they could have 
retained a deficit created bv large defence expenditure when they kne\s that existing 
sources of levenue were not likely to yield moie than the budgeted returns 
Referring to the economy drive, he said that his predecessor had had an economy 
duve for two or three ^eaxs and had saved as much as Es 120 lakhs in one ^ear 
They, however, found that many of the measures taken had the effect which made 
the continuation of the economy drive impossible Furthermore, with the pre- 
occupation of war, they could not start a retrenchment inquiry Government, 
however, had not accepted any expenditure which was not absolutely essential 
The Finance Member alluding to the criticisms against the Supply Department, 
said that it was wrong to say that only one officer had declined to accept a higher 
salary than he was getting before he joined the Department Of 101 officers 60 
were getting no more than in their foimer posts Of the remainder, 17 were draw- 
ing 'staudaid lates of pay admissible for similar appointments in other Departments 
“WKile I agree that extravagance where it exists should be weeded out, I claim 
that the stones about the Supply Department are grossly exaggerated I am in 
charge of a Department which sees that the scandals of the kind attributed to the 
Supply Depaitment do not occur 

Deahng jvith the suggestion about a cut in salary, the Finance Member said 
that the suggestion had crossed his mind dating the last two months They, 
’however, musf remember that many of the low-paid employees of Government 
were agitatifig for a dearness allowance and theie could be no question of any 
cut-in their salary “There is another layei of employees just above the low-paid 
ones, in whose case also a cut in salary does not arise This leaves Government 
with those who pay income-tax and in their case the best device was to lew a 
surcharge on income-tax and super-tax and thereby treat them like others outside 
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Government employment As for the increase in the sterling reserves of the 
Reserve Bank of India, the Finance Member said that no one should irony as 
long as sterling assets did not exceed sterling liabilities , ,, -0 mi 

The Houce then divided and the motion for consideration of the hinance bill 
was rejected b\ 55 ^otes to 53 The result of the diMsion was received shouts 

of “resign” from the Concress benches The Muslim League Party refrained from 
voting The Congress [Nationalist Party voted vilh the Congress against the 
motion Savdar Sant Smgh (Congress Nationalist), who appear^ to have 
decided to remain neutral, became the object of intensive canvassing and persuasion 
in which Mr Aney, the Leader of the Party and J5ardar Jogindra Sxngfi the AVhip 
of the Congress Party joined He finalb agreed to vote with the ^ngress and 
walked into the * Noes” lobby amid loud cheers Members of the Congress 
Nationalist Partv who were absent todiy were Bhai Parc mananrf and Babu 
Batjnaih Bojona^ Among unattached members who voted with the Congrecs were 
Mr Josht, Mauht Abdur Bashid Chavdhury and the Raja of Nilambur 

The Viceroy’s Speech 

20lh NOVEMBER —Addressing both the Houses of the Central Legislaturo 
to day, M E the Viceroy said that, in the matter of evpansion of liis Executive 
Council, he had not secured the response that was hoped from political leaders in 
India The address was frequently cheered bj the House, which was full although 
among the absentees were members of the Congress Party and Mr M A Jinnah, 
Leader of the Muslim League Party The following is the full text of His 
Excellency the Viceroy’s address — 

Gentlemen, — I am \ery glad to meet you all again to day 'Hie fourteen 
months that ha\c clapped since 1 last addressed you has been a period of great 
events, events of profound significance both in their immediate effects and in their 
ultimate reaction on the fortunes of civilisation and the history of the world I 
warned you in September, 1930, that we should he ill-adMsed if we thought that 
Mctory was easily aciiie\cd or that the couise of the conflict would be free from 
rcierses to our arms I expressed at the same time complete and entire confidence 
in the outcome of the war I emphasised how Mlallv irapoitant it was to India, 
the Empire, and to the world’s cnilisation that that outcome should be salisfactorj, 
and I added that I felt certain beyond any question that the response i,hich India 
would make m a conflict (or ideals so dear to her would be one of tho utmost 
value and imporlnnce, and one worthy of her tiaditions and her ancient name 

When I spoke to you we could none of us ha\c foreseen that fouitccn roontbs 
latci tbo Empire would be bearing single-handed a burden so hca\j as it licars 
to day that of its Allies at the beginning of the war, Poland and France would 
ha\c been overrun and conquered , that unpiovoked Nazi aggression i ould have 
added to its Mctims Norway, Denmark, Holland and Belgium , and that Italy 
would have made an equally unprovoked attack on the gallant people of Greece 
whose superb resistance commands our admiration to day But we should have 
been well content fouiteen months ago had we, with any foreknowledge of the 
events which have happened of the vastly increased burden placed upon the 
Empire, of the intensification of the most ruthless and unprincipled foims of 
attack on human life and human property bj air and sea, of the singular disregard 
with which our enemies have continued to treat international obligations and 
treaties so long as they could derive a temporary advantage in doing so, had we, 
J sav, been enabled to foresee, too, the valour and the success of the resistance 
offered The work of the armed forces of the Crown by sea by land, in the air, 
in every theatre of war, whether they are drawn from India, from the Dominions 
and colonies, or^ from the home country, is such as to fill us with pride, with 
thankfulness, and with confidence for the future 

IndlCs W'AR effopt ^ ^ " 

While the war lasts, its implications, its consequences arc such that it can 
never for a moment be out of our minds, that, in everything that we do, it must 
always be present to us But, I do not propose to-dav, nor would this be the 
place, to enlarge m this speech on the details of India’s war effort, on the splendid 
work which Indian troops have done and are doing in the fighting line tjr on 
the magnificent achievements of India, whether Bntish India or the Indian States 
in the provision of men, of monev, of matenals No praise could be too warm 
lor that achievement It is one that has struck the imagination of the world one 
for winch the whole Empire is, I know, deeply gratefuK And, substantial ns that 
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achievement already is no pains are being spired to enable ns to pne still further 
effect, in all the ways I have mentioned, and nitb as little delay is may be to 

the universal desire in this country to help the Allies and to see the trinmph of 

the ideals for which they ire fighting Ihe confident hope that I expressed 
^ India would live up to her highest tiaditions have been fulfilled 

in the highest degree You may be confident, gentlemen, tbit in this vital 
matter, I and my Government are fully alne to the importiuce not only of 
respou^ng to Indi-\s desue to help, but of making her in the matter of defence as 
6elf*sufficient as possible , and to the necessity of bringing her defense e eompiuent 
to the highest practicable pitch of adequacy and efhciency 

I said, gentlemen, that the war must be continually in our thou^^hts and 
must be related to everything we do Of the matters on which I shall touch in the 
remainder of my speech, the great bulk arise out of, or have some connection 
with, war activities oi the wai situation Theie me one oi two which I shall also 
mention, which are not so directly connected But in their case the interest 
taken in them by the geneial public is sufhciently great to justify me m making 
a reference which I should not otherwise have made 

It was with much regret that I learned of the lefusal of the Legislative 
Assembly to take into consideration the Finance Bill designed to facilitate the 
financing of India's war effort It will, I think, be veiy generally appreciated 
that it would be impossible for me to acquiesce in the decision of the Assembh, 
and I have made a recommendation, which will be placed before the Assembly 
this afternoon 

^Y0RK OF Supply Department 


The work of the Department of Supply, which, as jou will remember, was 
established^shoitly before the outbieik of the wai, has been of gieat ^alue in 
connection with India's war effort , and I should hke to pay a tribute to the 
impoitance of this work and to the woik of the ordnance fac tones (which were not 
until recently brought under the Department) I would like to associate with that 
a tribute to the business community in this country avhether Indian or Biitisb 
At a time of consideraole strain, the Department has had the most valuable 
assistance from business firms, and I am glad to think that that friendly collabo* 
ration and patriotic assistance, so readily given, has led to some remarkable 
results In the field of munitions, the ordnance factories since the begimnng 
of the war have been able to export to His MaJest^ s Government about one 
hundred million rounds of small arms and ammunition and nearly four hundred 
thousand rounds of gun ammunition On the stoies side, Indian industry has 
made contributions on the largest scale to the war effort in the shape of engineering 
stores, jute goods, and many other manufactured products I and my Government 
have been at pains to endeavour to secure that such changes should be made 
in the organisation of the Department as practical working showed likely to 
produce still better results You may be confident that the lessons of experience 
will not be lost upon us, and that such further modification of the Supply 
organisation as expeiience may dictate will be made without hesitation or delay 
As I speak to-day, indeed, further changes in the Supply Department are in view, 
designed further to speed up woik and to ensure that the oigamsption as a whole 
IB as compact and as economically inn as is consistent with the magnitude and 
the character of the operations which fall to be performed 

Eastepn Group Conference 


It was with the greatest satisfaction that I recently welcomed to India the 
members of the Eastern Group Conference, and the Mission from the Ministry 
of Supply, headed by Alexander Roger Much as may have been done, much 
still remains to be done if India is to make her full contribution to the war 
effort; and the importance, whether to India or to the Empire as a whole, of 
the labours of the bodies to which I ha\e just referred cannot be o^ er- estimated 
I should like to take the opportunity to express our deep giatitude to the Kon- 
ofiicial Advisers from India who have, with such public spirit, placed their services 
at the disposal of these bodies 

Trvde Problems 


"The need for harnessing India's economic resources to the task of making 
her a great centre for supplying the requirements of the military forces 
engaged in the war must take first place in our attention But the Government 
of India are in no way blind to the pressing problems that war conditions have 
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brouglit to Indian trade and industry The dislocation of our export trade by 
the cutting off of nearly all European markets has been receiving the closest 
attention, not only of my Government but of the Export Advisory Council, in 
the hope of dealing ^vitb the problem ot surplus production and of reducing 
the Bi 7 e of an} surplus by finding new outlets for our products and manufac* 
lures This last attempt is being pursued in %anoub ways of v.hich mention mav 
be made, m particular, of the exploratory mission of Hr Gregory and Sir Daiid 
Meek to America, and of the decision to increase the number of our Trade 
Commissioners in continents other than Europe, beginning with Australia On the 
other side of the picture, the cutting of many supplies which normally came from 
abroad has created many gaps, not only in India itself, but also in neighbouring 
countries, which Indian industry can hope to fill I am glad to note that business 
and industrial interests in the country have not been slow to undertake enterprises 
designed to fill these gaps, while my Go\emment have done their best to mobilise 
technical skill for their assistance by setting up the Board of Industrial and 
Scientific Researrh, which through its numerous sub-committees and in coliaboia- 
tion with the Director of Research, has already produced valuable results 

Civic Gtjapd akd ARP 

The war has thrown a considerably increased burden upon the provincial 
police forces, for, apart from their normal responsibility for law and order, they 
now arc under obligation to undertake the safeguarding of places of vital importance 
to the internal defence of the country, such as power plants, major installations, 
and a number of protected places, in addition to iffording an enhanced degree of 
protection to railravs, and to watch and ward against sabotage Uhat burden has 
been matendly ea«cd by the establishment in all provinces of the Civic Gnaid, and 
by the assistance given by that body in maintaining internal security The responhe 
to the call for volunteers has been most encouiaging The Civic Guaid has on 
many occa'^ions already given practical proof of its usefulness and efficicncv, and 
I am confident that it will, as its training progresses, play a most valuable and 
important part in India’s war effort 

Though immediate danger to India from enemy air raids may not be apparent 
at the moment, he would be a wise man who could accurately foretell the aevelop- 
ment of the war and we must be prepared foi all cveotualilies For this reason 
air raid precautions in India have been initiated in a manner designed to form a 
solid basis on v^hich fuither expansion can take place Close liaison exists on this 
most impoitant matter betv,een the Central Government and the Provinces , and Us 
expert advice, and siibstantnl grants in aid, have been placed at their disposal Good 
progress has been achie ed in the past yeai, a progress made possible by the willing 
CO operation and voluntary effort of the people of India There is, however, still 
much to be done and I need not remind you, gentlemen, of the value of the help 
which you can individually give to stimulate interest and co operation on the part 
of the public and of local bodies in the aieas from which you come 

Since the last meeting of the Legislature compulsory national service has been 
introduced in India for European British subjects For the smooth working of the 
machinery for enrolment, I gratefully acknowledge the work of the National 
J-ervice Advisory Committees— all of it voluntary , and the spirit of willing service 
has been evident on every hand The European community in India have 
yielded to none in the enthusiasm and self sacnfice winch they have shown m the 
common cause 

EnEM\ AIIE^S 


In the treatment of enemy aliens the policy of my Government has been 
guided by the desire not to disorganise the good work ot missionary insUtutions, ami 
to avoid imposing unnccc'^sary hardship on innocent and harmless people Although 
as a result of events in Europe last summer, reinternment or restnction of ^parole 
centres was necessary for most of those who had earlier been released^on the 
recommendation of a special committee the case of some priests and missiomnes 
and ot other enemy aliens, who can show that they have consistentlv and publicly 
^opposed the Nazi or Fascist regime, is receiving special consideration ^ 

SxoDnxTs IK Bpitain 

Tlie outbreak of war found many Indian students in the United Kinttrlnm 
ArranRcracuts \\erc promptly made through tlm High Commissioner in London To 
repatriate tbo=e desiring to return to India, and to maintain a register of (hose 
who preferred to continue their studies oierscas To both categories the hS 
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Commissioner was authorised to make financial advances where necessary In the 
case of students returning to India the universities have all, I am glad to sav 
agreed that the period aheady spent at a BiiUsh unneisity should be recotrmsed 
foi the purpose of enabling them to complete then degree courses in India Special 
arrangements have also been made, under the general control of the Chief Justice 
of India, foi holding Bar Examinations m this countiy 

Facilities eou Haj 

Realising as I do the importance attached by the Muslim community to the 
peifoxmauce of the sacred duty of pilgrimage to Mecca, 1 am happy that, ^in spite 
of wartime difficulties, it has been possible to arrange shipping facilities,— at 
Calcutta, this yeai, as well as at Bombay and Kaiachi— and with the collaboiation 
of His Majesty^s Government, to piereut faies foi the sea passage soaiing beyond 
the reach of the classes from whom the pilgiims aie mainly diawn Indeed, I 
understand that, thanks to a substantial leduction in charges announced bj the 
Saudi Aiabian Government, and to oiu being piepaied, even in wartime, to peimit 
the taking of gold sorereigns out of India by the pilgrims to enable them to 
overcome exchange difficulties in the Hedjaz, the minimum cost to the pilgiim 
will be substantially lower than it would otherwise have been In fact it will be 
lower this year than last 

War Expenditure and Econoxia 

The greatly increased burden which has fallen on the Government of India 
111 connection with war preparation and war uoik has inevitably necessitated some 
expansion of staff and some additional expenditure It would clearly be a short- 
sighted policy to reject expenditure uhich, on a broad view, would assist in the 
mobilization of the economic lesouices of the country and fiuther the successful 
prosecution of the wai But I would take this opportunity to say that I am fully 
alive to the vital xmpoitance of economy in the civil administration, and of 
eliminating all forms of avoidable expenditure at a time when we have no choree 
but to spend large suras of money on defence and to augment the revenues of the 
Government by additional taxation 

Indians Overseas 

In spite of their immediate pie-occupation with questions arising out of the 
war, my Government continue to keep a vigilant watch ou the interests of Indians 
overseas In the Union of South Africa, the Broome Commission, which was 
appointed in May last to enquire into alleged peuetiation of Indians into 
predominantly European areas m Natal and Transvaal, commenced its labours last 
month The ban on the assisted emigration of unskilled labour to Malaya continues, 
while questions of the wages of Indian labourers and of the status of the Indian 
community are still under discussion with the Malayan Government In regaid to 
Burma, my Government are awaiting the results of Mr Baxter’s enquiry into the 
facts concerning Indian immigration into that countiy, and they are also watching 
with close attention the couise of certain recent legislation which may directly 
affect the Indian community An experienced officer was sent to I^launtius to 
ascertain recent developments in that colony so far as they affect Indians I regret 
that the recent conversations between my Government and the representatives of 
the Government of Ceylon should not have had more satisfactory results 

Nepal, Tibet and Thailand 

In the field of foreign affaiis, my Government’s relations with Nepal continue 
to be most cordial The friendly attitude of His Highness the Piime Minister of 
Nepal and of his Government is evident from His Highness’ offer of two brigades 
of Nepalese troops for the defence of India and from the generous donations of 
money made by His Highness and the members of his family Ihis attitude of 
ready and friendly co-opeiaiion is greatly appreciated by the Government of India 

His Holiness the thirteenth Dalai Lama died in 1933, and his incarnation was 
discovered towards the end of 1939 The installation ceremony of His Holiness the 
new Dalai Lama took place in February last A mission headed by Mr B J 
Gould, who 18 responsible for the Government of India’s relations with our 
friendly neighbour, Tibet, was deputed to Lhasa to attend the ceremony on behalf 
of His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India 

In Octobei, I and my Government had the pleasure of welcoming to India a 
mission of Goodwill fiom Thailand The Mission were the guests of the 
Governmeut of India Duinig their visit, the> weie able to make wide contacts 
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and cover much ground On their return to "i^ailand, they took with them 
precious Buddhist relies from Tasila presented to the GoNcrnment by the 
Government of India, who also arranged, at the request of the Mission, for earth 
from certain sacred Buddbist place'i in In dn to be placed on tlic aeroplane on 
^Yhich they returned to Bangkok I am confident that the visit of this Mission 
will help to cement still further the bonds which already e^ist beUecu 

India and Thailand ^ ^ j n i. 

From China we are glad to welcome Dr Tai CJn Tao an eminent Buddhist 
scholar, and Chairman of the China Public fecnice CominiSBion , ^ . , 

HiB Excellency the Go\ernor of the French Lslabbshmcnts in India issued 
an announcement in September last identifying French India iMth the cause 
of Free France (cheers) 

Peace in the FroNTirn 


It gives me great satisfaction to be able to infoim the Ilonsc that the 
relations beUeen India and Afghanistan continue to rest on a firm and fiicudh 
basis, and that there arc signs that the bonds between oin two countries arc 
being drawn e\en closei In the cultural and commcrcnl fields, 1 am glad, too, to 
Bay that in spite of the disturbance of mcn^s minds by a peiiod of war and 
intensive rumour the frontier tribes have on the whole remained rcmaikabli 
steady Ihc whole tribal belt from Chitrnl to the sea has been entiielj quiet 
save in Waziristan, and there are many signs that the tribesmen aic in sympathy 
with the democratic front And in Wa7iriBtan, largely as the lesiiU of measures 
undertaken to control portions of tubal territory which had sewed as haibourago 
for the collection of gangs, a better spirit prevails, and the peace of the distncts 
of the North-West Frontier has recently been less disturbed than at any time 
during the last few years 

Lapour 


Since I last addressed you, Labour in India has not been without its problems 
but I am happy to say that owing to the good sense of all concerned, there 
has been no major dislocation of woik since the war began, and I believe that 
Indian Labour will continue its substantial contribution to the war eftort When 
disputes ha\e arisen, the influence of my Government has always been thrown 
in favour of adjustment and conciliation rather than dictation Complunts of 
inadequate wages, in the circumstances of the war situation, ha\e always received 
careful and anxious consideration , an examination has already been made of the 
cost of living in the coalfields and an enquiry has also been instituted into the 
claim of railway labour for a dearness allowance 

My Goiernment has taken steps to obtain skilled labour for those industiies 
which are engaged on war production, ensuring at the same time that tlie 
interests of the artisan are safeguarded Tinder the technical training scherae, in 
the operation of which I have to acknowledge the willing assistance of Provincial 
Governments, we have planned not only to meet the immediate needs of the 
war efiort, but by providing well equipped and completely staffed institutions 
for training thousands of our young men to be skilled technicians, we hare kept 
in \icw the needs, when peace is at last restored, of IndiVb expanding industries 

Ettopts to soive political Dpadlock 


Let me turn now to the constitutional field I will not detain you wifh any 
detailed recapitulation of the discussions with political paitics that hare taken 
place since the outbreak of war As you know, I ha\e had di^^cussions at ranous 
times with all the leading political figures in this countiy, and with representatues 
of all major parties and communities and I can, I think, claim to have spared 
no effort to bring the parties together, and to reach an accommodation in Ahe 
constitutional field which would be generally acceptable (Cheers) It is a matter 
of profound disappointment to me that those endeavours should not nave been 
more successful than they have been, and that the difleicnces which have stood 
in the way of that constitutional advance which His Majesty’s Government have 
been so anxious to sec. should still persist The latest and the most important 
of the endeavours made by His Majesty’s Government is represented b\ the 
statement which I was authorised to issue three months ago 

BPITISn DECIAPVTIOK OF AtJGEST 8 

m August 8, I publ^hed a statement on behalf of His Majesty’s Goierument 
That Btalemeut reafutmed the attainment by India of free and equal p irtner- 



134 THE CENTRAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ new delhi- 

Bliip in the Biitish Commonwealth as the proclaimed and accepted goal of the 
Imperial Ciown and of the British Parliament In order to remove all doubts 
as to the intentions of His iMajesty’s Government as to the method and trme of 
piogiess towards that goal, it declared the sympathy of His Ma]esty’s Government 
With the desire that the responsibility for framing the futuie constitutional scheme 
of Indian self-government should— subject to due fulfilment of the obligations which 
Gieat Britam^s long connection with India has imposed on her— be piimaiily the 
responsibility of Indians themselves, and should oiiginate fiom Indian conceptions 
of the social, economic and political Btiuctiiie of Indian life At the same time it 
emphasised the concern of His Blajesty’s Go\ernment that full weight should’ be 
given to the views of the minorities in the framing of that scheme and it made 
it clear that His Majesty s Government could not contemplate the tiansfei of then 
present responsibilities for the peace and welfare of India to any system of 
Government, whose authority was directly denied by large and powerful elements 
in India’s national life The method by which these two indispensably linked 
objects were to be secuied was the setting up, on the basis of fuendly agieement, 
of a body lepiesentative of all the principal elements in India’s national life to 
devise the fiaraewoik of the new^ constitution This body was to be set up 
immediately aftei the wai, but His Majesty’s Government expressed then desire to 
w^elcome and promote, in the meantime, eveiy sincere and practical step taken by 
Indians themselves that could prepare the way for agreement upon its form and 
procedure, as wxll as upon the pimciples and outlines of the constitution itself 
Meanwhile in order to associate Indian public opinion moie closely with the 
Government of India at the Centre, and in the hope of promoting the unity oE 
India by the creation of new bonds of understanding through practical and 
responsible co-opeiatioa in the task of governing India and diiecting the Indian 
war effort, I was authorised to invite Indian political leaders to join my Executive 
Council, as well as to establish a Wai Advisoiy Council containing repiesentatives 
of the Indian States and of other interests m the national life of India 
as a whole 

Outside India these pioposals, both in their immediate and in their larger 
ultimate aspects, have been welcomed as liberal in conception, and as representing 
the best piactical solution of existing differences In India itself, too, they have 
met with the support of a laige body of opinion in then moie immediate aspect, 
however namely, the expansion of my Executive Council, I have not secuied the 
response that was hoped from political leaders in India The reasons for which 
they have been unable to accept the pioposals of His Majesty’s Government are 
conflicting, and, indeed, in some ways mutually destructive However that may be, 
the effect is that the major political parties concerned are not in present 
circumstances prepared to take advantage of the opportunity offered to them 

Offer to Remain Open 

His Majesty’s Government note this conclusion with sinceie regret The 
proposals in question would place leal powei and leal responsibility in Indian 
hands Their acceptance would affoid the most hopeful contribution which Indian 
political leaders could make at this ciitical time towards the preservation of Indian 
unity, and towards an agreed constitutional settlement for the futuie His Majesty’s 
Government do not propose to withdraw them, and are still prepared to give effect 
to them as soon as they are convinced that a sufficient degree of representative 
support is forthcoming But as that degree of support has evidently not yet 
manifested itself, His Majesty’s Government have decided that I should not be 
justified in pioceeding with the expansion of my Executive Council, or the 
establishment of the "War Advisor-y Council, at the present moment 

Deep Disappointment 

Gentlemen, I do not wish to conceal fiom you the deep disappointment which 
I feel at this failure to secure, within the framewoik of the Constitution, due 
expression of that ultimate and essential unity in which the hopes and the laboiiis 
of so many of ns have been founded, and upon which must depend the future 
position and influence of India in times to come Nevertheless, I would counsel 
you not to be cast down by the immediate difficulties that beset the path of 
political advance in this great country For, indeed, stress of war may well in 
the end come to strengthen and extend that very process of unification, and to 
hasten the achievement of those constitutioiial changes implicit in self-gorernment 
with unity^ winch at this moment it appears to obstruct Meanwhile, in the 
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circumstances of the world to day, the duty of my Government is clear It is to 
press fonvaid with all speed and in every field of aotivitj those preparations i^pon 
which rests the capacity of this country to wage war with ever-groi\iiig strength and 
successfully to oiercome the hazards that confront her (Applause) Jianj tilings 
may happen before I address you again but whateier the trials and anueiies that 
lie before us however sharp the tests to which we may be subjected, we roaj haic 
faith in the capacity of India to continue to play a glorious part in this righteous 
against the forces of darkness and oppression (Cheers) With^ all faith and 
confidence in jour resolution and nfiection, I inMtc you and all men and v,omtn 
of goodwill throughout this land to support in tins critical hour, ^ith strength of 
body and spirit, the cause o! India and the hmpire {prolonged applause) 


Thc Recommended Finance Biel 


After the Viceroy’s speech, opposing the introduction of the recommended 
Finance Bill Mr Bknlabhat Desat Leader of the Opposition, said ‘"Jins 
procedure on the pait of Government is not without piccedent, 1 nm fully aware , 
act I bad hoped that after thc nature of the debate to which we ha\e listened 
Sunng the last six da^B, a different spirit might possibh prevail in regard to the 
working of what is called the gift of the Go\ernmcnt or India Act Ihe opinion 
of the House was reflected in the manner in which the vote was gnen, apait fiom 
those nominated non -officials and my friends, the protectors of Biiiain m India, 
and those friends who still think they can cling to what my friend Mi Ra]agopala- 
cliBTi called the leak7 But it is entirely their own choice I daresaj the} 

will continue to do so until the fate which is bound to overtake them will o\ci(\ke 
them in due course of time To them I ha\c nothing to say except thib— that, 
in thc race of opinion m India, they might have acted differently , but, aflei all, 
It 18 for them to consult ibcir own opinions, their own ideas and their own policy ” 
Dealing with the political issue to whuh Mr Jinnnh had alluded jesterday, ifir 
Dc*5ai said far as I am concerned, it was, I lepeat, a genuine desire to 

ha\c the co operation of all sections of thc people m thc countr}, should it commend 
Itself to thc Biitish Government to allow us an opportunit} so to do In fict, 
thc question is dead not because we could not find means or avenues of co operation 
but because the Britisher would not accept it None the less, and notwithstanding 
the temporaiy barners which sometimes ause by reason of circumstances in the 
coimtrj, mv Hon friend Mi Jinnah and m}sclf have been associated in a piofcssion 
for a pciiou of over a quarter of a centr> and otlierwise in public lifo since thc 
da}8 of the Home Rule movement If any co operation is needed and stub an 
oppoitunity matenahses we have not the smallest doubt that we bhall find it 
forthcoming” Refeinng to ‘^what was called voluntai} effort” in support of the 
wir, Mr Desai read out an ofileial lettei whicii he said, iiad been sent to the 
wife 01 Dr Katju, ex-Ministei of thc Hinted PiovinccB, who wanted the lease of 
a house in Khas Mahal transferred to hci Ihib requntd Goveinmcnt einUion 
and in reply to an application for it, she was informed in the letter that “before 
the nccessar} pci mission is granted thc Collector has to be satisfied that thc trnns- 
feiec 18 a suitable person to own a homestead holding in this Khas Alahal With 
a view to proving youi I am directed bv thc Collector to icqucst that aou 

will kindly contribute geneiouslj to thc Onssa Wai Fund started in this district 
at the instance of His L\ccIIenc} the Governor of Orissa Your contubution ma\ 
kind]} be sent as corlj as possible” 

The House divided on the motion and threw it out b} 55 votes to 33 
Women’s Rights to PiopEPTi Bjil 


22na KOVEMBEH -Ihe Asscrabl} rejected without a division to day Mr Akhtl 
Chandra Duita's motion to lefer the Bill further to amend the Women a 
R igbtB to Property Act to a select committee Ihe motion was supporlcd by Dr 
Banncrji, Mr M b Ane} and S}ed Ghulam Bhik Karang ^ 

Mr Dutta and the supporters of the Bill explained that thc object of the 
Bill was not to CO dcr an} new right on the Hindu daughter, but to restore 
to her rights which weic taken awav b} the 1938 amendment nf ihn 
Women’s Right to Propert} Act The Bill v'vould restore Uie lJiLi daiS 
to the pobUion the} enjoved before thc amending Act of The Rill 
been circulated and, it was claimed, the mvjoxity of oiinions 
fi.ourof thcpnnuploof thcBill ^ ^ oi.moiis rcccncd ,vere in 

The Horae Member, Str ReomalJ VaxncU, csnlmncd Govcinmnit’e 
to social legishlion He said that such legislation must hai e the suppoJf of 
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*1 predominantly large section of the community it affected SecondW, it should 
not be such as would result in hrite unnecessar^ litigation Purther-more 
piecemeal legislation was not desiiable, unless it was undertaken at the behest of 
a competent committee The Home Member claimed that the mass of opinions 
received on the Bill were opposed to the principle of the Bill Government, 
therefore, would be ]ustifiea in opposing the Bill He referred to a deputation 
of certain members of the Assambly, winch had Avaited on bun, and said that as 
a result of their representations, he had the Bill re examined in the light of the 
view expressed that the amendment of 193S had placed Hindu daughters lu a 
position of disadvantage Government recognised that the object in view was a 
laudable one and agreed that the difhculties urged should not be allowed to 
continue indefinitely At the same time, they weie definitely of opinion that the 
Bill under discussion was defective, and required entire recasting and in some 
lesuects even enlargement Government, therefore, had a trial Bill drafted, which 
ran to six additional clauses and a good many sub-clauses Sii Reginald Maxwell 
said that it would be thus clear tliat the Bill could not be referred to a select 
committee, which was never intended to ledraft a Bill oi do research On the 
o*^her hand. Government were entiiely in agreement with the object of the Bill 
and intended to set up a committee of eminent Hindu lawyers to inquire and 
report on the whole question which was the subject matter of the Bill 

The select committee motion was rejected 

Hindu Women's Divokge Biul 

Dr G Y Beslnmikh, who was the solitaxv occupant of Congress benches 
intioduced his Bill to give Hindu manied women a right to sepaiate residence 
and maintenance under certain ciicumstances and to piovide for judicial separation 
and divorce amongst the Hindus 

Sale of Goods Amend Bill 

2oth NOTOMBER — ^The Assembly to-day passed the Commeice Member's Bill 
to amend the India Sale of Goods Act * 

Control of Accounts 

The House bncflj discussed the Public Accounts Committees’ report for 
193S-39 Kot more than 30 membeis weie present dining the discussion 

Mr Lalchand l^avabat raised the question of contiol of railwaj» accounts 
and said that if control was vested both in the hands of the Controller of Accounts 
and the General Manager of the railway theie would be dyarchy Mr B 3/ Statg, 
Financial Commissioner for Railways, explained that the piactice adopted was the 
same as that adopted by business concerns Jifaultt Abdjil Gham urged the 
strapping of saloons and asked that the system of free passes should be abolished, 
declaiing it was a wastage of public money and open to misuses Sir A7idretv Cloio, 
lepLing to Maiilvi Abdul Gbani, pointed out that the Public Accounts Committee 
which had considered the question of saloons was on the whole, satisfied that this 
question was receiving the attention it deserved The more important question 
related to passes The Government had made an appreciable reduction a few years 
ago, and one of the consequences was a senes of protests in this House ‘‘If we 
are to abolish passes altogether, I should spend the rest of my life answering 
questions in this House " In view of opinions expressed in the House, the 
Le]>artment had relaxed the cuts m passes to some extent, but be did not think 
it would be reasonable to abolish passes or embark upon an appreciable reduction 
at present The House theu agreed to demands for excess grants amounting to 
about Rs 92 lakhs, and then adjourned till the 27th 

Excess Profits Tax Amend Bill 

27th NOVEMBER —The Assembly to-day held a brief sitting lasting an hour, 
during which it passed the Excess Profits Tax Amendment Bill, with two 
amendments In the couise of discussion of the clauses of the Bill, the two 
amendments were moved on behalf of the European Group One of these amend- 
ments extended from one month to 45 days the time limit gnen under the proviso 
to Section 8 of the Act to the assessee to appeal to the Board of Referees from 
the Excess Profits Tax Ofiicer The House rejected without a division Str Zta-ud- 
J>n AJ ined's amendment to the effect that any expenditure which assessees might 
go in for in order to show lower profits should not be excluded in the calculation 
of excess profits tax The House then adjourned sum die 



The Bengal Legislative Assembly 

Monsoon SeEssion— Calcutta— 15th July to 19th September 1940 

LIr Btjbiias Bose’s Arrest 


The Monsoon Session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly commenced in 
Calcutta on the loth July 1940 ivith Khan Bahadui M Aziziil Hiiq, Speaker, in 

the chair , , t .v 

After the disposal of some formal items such as the announcement ot tne 
panel of chairmen and the taking of oaths, Mr Saiitosh Kumar Basu^ Deputy 
Leader of the Congress part}, moved the adjournment of the House to consider 
“the arrest and detention without nn> charge or trial of Mr feubhas Chandra 
Bose” Mr Basu said that when Mr Subhas Chandra Bose was ni rested on 
July 2 no rea'ion was disclosed, neither any warrant of arrest shown to him It 
was only a few days later that the people learnt from a statement made by the 
fcccrelarv of State in Paihamcnt that Mr, Bose’s anest was in connexion with the 
movement for the removal of the Holwell Monument At the moment Mr Bose 
was engaged in a mission of peace, to bring about a rapprochement between the 
two major communities of India He failed to understand how a moiement for 
the removal of a monument, in which membeis of diflcrent communitieB bad taken 
an intimate and keen interest could be described as piejudicial to public safeb 
lie maintained that the monument was a standing reproach to the people of this 
country and the Goiernment should not delay Us removal 

A number of other Bpeakers from the Congress benches, including Mr 
Surcndra Nath Bisioas, Rax H N Choivdliurt/, Mr M A Zaman and Mr 
Ntharendu Butt Majurndar^ described the Black Hole tragedy as a myth Mr 
Butt Jfajumdar described Mr Subhas Bole’s activities for a Hindu-Moslcm 
rapprochement and in this connexion referred to his work in the Calcutta 
Corporation in combination with the members of the Moslem League 

Ihe Premier, the Hon A K Fazlul Huq^ agreed that there was a feeling in the 
country that so far as the Holwell Monument was concerned it should be 
immediately removed But the only thing, that stood in the way of its removal 
was the saiyagraha ino\ement Let the movement cease and then the\ would sit 
together and decide what to do with regard to the monument But he had made it 
abundantly clear that so long as Bciyagraha was persisted in the Government 
could not consent to take any action whatsoevci He wanted the House to icalize 
that it was not possible for the Government to tolerate a movement like this at 
a time when perfect peace and tranquillity should prciail in order to enable the 
Government to carry on Us administration and push on with measures for the 
defence of the country and for the successful prosecution of the war Concluding, 
Mr Haq appealed to all Icadcis to exercise their influence with young men to 
gi\e up Satyagraha and not incite them to continue this moieraent as if the whole 
fiUuie of the countiy depended upon the remo\al of the Holwell Monument “Let 
Satyagraha cease,” he added, and “then within a reasonable time the Go\ernmeDt 
will be in a position to come to a decision, which, I hope, tvill be satisfactory 
to all concerned 

Towards the close of the debate Mr A R Stddiqni appealed to Mr Sarat 
Chandra Bosc^ Lcadei of the Opposition, to use hia influence to have the Satyagraha 
movement called off in \igw of the statement of the Chief Minister Mr C W 
on behalf of the European group, said that thc\ had no objection to the 
remoial of the monument but Mr Miles was sure that there would be whole- 
hearted ^ antagonism to Us demolition Mr fcarat Chandra Bose, m reply to Mr 
j^iddiquig appeal, wanted to have a clear and uneqmiocal clarification of what the 
Chief Minister meant But the Chxcf Minister did not reply to Mr Bose The 
motion w^as pjut to vote and was defeated by 7S to 119 votes whereafter the House 
adjourned 

Motop VrHiciE^ Bulls 


^ JUhi -pNcw Motor Vehicles Buies were appioved by the House to dav, 
the ''^holc day being occupied with the consideration of the rule^^ It may Cc 

VnWin. 1 I? Howrah Motor 

N chicles Bides, 19^0, and the Bengal Motor Vehicles Buies, 1935, was considered 

18 
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at a 3 omt conference of the representatives of both the House The rules as 
amended by that joint conference were placed before the House and they underwent 
some further modification to-day and the new rules as amended weie approved 
by the Assembly The new rules introduce some changes of far-reaching character 
The proiince was divided into 25 regions, generally following the district 
administrative units, for the purpose of control of Transport vehicles A provincial 
transport authority had been set up with the secretary to the Provincial Goverument 
in the Department of Communications and Work as Secretary for controlling the 
transport Of the large number of amendments which weie moved to day most of 
them came from Dr KahnaKshya Sanyal Dr Sanyal in moving his amendments 
prefaced his remarks by saying that the whole object of the proposed rules appeared 
to him to put certain restrictions on road motor service both for goods and 
passenger The railways were faring badly in their competition with motor transport 
The Government of India framed certain model rules with a view to give relief 
to the railways The Central Government expected that the provinces would help 
them by framing rules in accordance with their suggestions Dr Sanyal said that 
it would not be in the interest of the province to carry out the suggestions of the 
Government of India The Bengal Government should do nothing which would 
interfere with the free flow of the tiafhc Dr Sanyal criticised the formation of 
regions according to district administrative units * He said that this should ha\e 
been done accoxding to geographical boundaries which would not have necessitated 
splitting up of areas into such small units In the opinion of Dr Sanyal by the 
formation of regional unit with each district the Government had cieated undue 
bairiei in the tiaffic movement Secondly, Dr Sanyal proposed that eiery bus 
conductor and diivei should pass a test of the working knowledge of the language 
of the province Di Sanyal said that the motor transport business by fair means 
" or foul had passed into the hands of people coming from outside The Government 
by introducing such a piovision should do something to put a check to it 

Sir Nazivxuddm, leplying, said that apait fiom the admiuistratne convenience 
of having each district as a unit, he felt that the question of the development of 
roads and communications could be better tackled with The Home Minister 
assured the House that the Goveinment had taken into consideration the question 
of development of inter-distiict roads and the Government had made provisions 
to meet that point Sir Nazimuddm could assure the House that the present 
rules would be worked out entirely on espeiimental basis and if it was felt later 
that they were causing inconvemeuce to the fiee flow of the vehicular tiaffic the 
Government would not hesitate to modify the rules Beferiing to Dr SanyaUs 
Buggestiou that every bus diiver and conductor should j^nss a test of the language 
of the province, Sii Nazimuddm pointed out that the percentage of literacy was 
lery low If the suggestion was given effect to, that would be a source of danger 
to the industry Dr SanyaVs suggestion were negatived by the House The House 
then adjourned 

Co-operative Societies Bill 

17th JULY —The Bengal Co-opeiative Societies Bill, 1938, which had been 
introducedced by Mr AiuLund Behan Mullicl , Munster for Co-operative Credit and 
Hural Indebtedness, came up for consideiation to day The day's proceedings 
were devoted to the consideration of a Congress amendment foi the recommittal of 
the Bill to a Select Committee The amendment was defeated by 93 to 48 votes 
The Bill sought to amend the existing law relating to co operative societies in 
Bengal with a view to fosteimg the foimation and woiking of co-operative societies 
and the promotion of thiift, self-help and mutual aid and among persons of mode- 
rate means It aimed at providing better conditions of living and better methods of 
production 

Bak ox Holweil News 

18th JULY —The recent order passed by the Government of Bengal, prohi- 
biting the publication of any news in connexion with the Holweil Bloniiment agita- 
tion, foimed the subject of an adjournment motion to day The Home Minister, 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddvi^ justifying the issue of the order, remarked that it had been 
promulgated in the interest of the people of Bengal in order that the agitation, the 
genuineness of which he challenged, might not spread to the mofussil In Bengal, 
he said, one had to be particularly careful when an unlawful movement started and 
it was the Government's experience that in this province teirorism always followed 
in the wake of the civil disobedience movement The adjournment motion was de* 
feated by 115 ^otes to 74 
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3It Syed Jalaluddtn Hashemy (Pro]a) ttIio sponsored the motion, condemned 
the order as curtailing the elementarj right of freedom of expression and 
tion He p^id tint the Government vrere mistaken if by this order tbev tnoUpht 
they would stop the aj^itation ^Ir Sasaul a Sekhar Sunyal (Conp-ess) felt Init luc 
question of the Holrell J^Ionument was not a political question from the C^npess 
point of view It was a matter which bad been af];itating the minds of jlosiems, 
while public opinion was unanimous that it ebonid be remo ed Mr bhamzuaain 
Ahmed, Leader of the Froja Party, remarked that they had ejected that the popular 
Ministers’’ would at lea^^t understand the feelings of the people of the ]>roMncc on 
this matter and respond to public opinwn 31aulana Muhammad Mamriizzaman 
Islamabadi (Proja) also condemned the order which instead of suppressing fhc/\gi- 
tation, would strengthen the movement ilr Nausher Alt (Proja), doubted tf Uic 
application of the fiefence of India Eules in a case like tlns^ was npproprnte uiie 
removal of the 3Ionument he said, was long oierdue No question of prestige 
arose It was the piuilege of a popular Government to respond to public opinion 
Mr Atul Krishna Ghosc iCongress) observed that this notification under the Defence 
of India Act has been issued not so much for the secunly of India as for the 
security of the Ministers themselves Ihe Leader of the Opposition, Mr Sarat 
Chandra Bose said that the issue the debate raised was one of fundamental impor- 
tance, not only to members of this House but also to the wider public in Bengal 
He suggested *^that the order had been promulgated because the agitation for the 
removal of the 3Ionument had aroused great public interest and because of the 
recent participation of members of the Moslem community in the movement He 
reminded the House that during the last civil disobedience movement no attempt 
was made bv the Government to suppress news as had been done by the order 
under discussion Ihe result of this order would be that newsmongers would go 
about the city and province uploading garbled stones By the present order the 
Government were stumbling from one political absurdity into anofchei and 
deeper one 

Plea ror Co^stituekt As;-embiy 

19th JULY — A rc'^olution urging that the future constitution of India should 
be framed by a Constituent Asscmblj, elected on the basis of adult franchj<?e, 
evoked heated discussion this evening 3Ir Maghul Kossain (Krishak Proja 
Party in Opposition) moved the following resolution 

'This Assembly is of omnion that the Government should convey to the 
Government of India and through them to the British Goreinment, that the future 
constitution of India should be framed by a Constituent Assembly elected on the 
basis of adult franciiise vnth safeguards for the protection of the rights and inter- 
ests of Muslims to be determined solely bv the Muslim members of such an 
Assembly, the representatives of other comm unities or any Foreign Pouer having 
no right to interfere v ith decision ” 

Mr Jalahiddin Hashemv, another member of the Parly, moved by wav of 
amendment that in the meantime National Governments be formed in the Centre 
as well as in the provinces, consisting of the representatives of different important 
political groups in India 

pr H C Moolhcr^ec (Indian Chnslian) opposed the resolution and pointed 
out that the resolution only provided for the protection of the nglits and interesls 

of the Mushms leaving out of consideration the rights and interests of Indian 
Christians, Anglo Indians and Scheduled Castes 

*t . P*” Prasad Mcol erjca, refernng to the previous speaker's complaint 

tnnt the JIuslimB of India bad so Jong Buffered at the bands of an ‘'unsympathetic 
majority, obBer\cd that as belonging to the minority community in this province 
be could say the same thing Tilth regard to the majority in this proTince Dr 
Mookerjee pointed out that if the Muslims of fndia Tvere sincere in their demand 
the majorilT in India must not be alloTved to dictate the future constitution of this 
country so far as the interests of the minorities were concerned He would likewKe 
declare that the Hindus of Bengal tvoiild not accept any constitution which was 
left to the mercy of the iluslims of Bengal He demanded that the Communal 
Award, at lean that portion of it which affected the Hindus of Bengal mi“t be 
taken out of the statute hook Hr 3Iookerjee declared that when the time Lame 
for t iking up the question of framing the future constitution of India if^c 
Muslims come forward to lool upon the problem as Indians well and goX but ,£ 
they took up the posi ion that they wanted to dnido India into Hindu and Jlushm 
luUin, then it tyouW bo ojien to the Hindus of India to strne for framing a 
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constitution wluch would be in the best interests of Indm, their motherland 
because Hindus had no other place to go , they had to In e and die in India ’ 

Mr Savishuddtn Ahmed, Leader of the Krishak Proja Party, said that the 
mam point of the resolution was that Indians must be given the liberty of framino* 
their own constitution independent of a third Part} A Constituent Assembly 
alone could do it There was difference of opinion on the question of the method 
of election to the Constituent Assembly and on that point the Azad Conference 
at Delhi had uiged that Muslims of such an assembly should be elected on the 
basis of separate electorates The movei of the resolution had not however, 
mentioned that in the last portion of his resolution The resolution, however, had 
been put forward by the mover on his own initiative and as a different interpreta- 
tion had been put on the resolution, he would advice the mover (a member of his 
party) to withdiaw the resolution 

The mover thereupon asked for leave to withdraw the resolution But the 
Coalition Ministerialist Party objected to leave being granted, and the House 
declined, by a majority of votes, to grant leave The Conuiess Party next moved 
for closure of the debate The motion was rejected by 87 votes to 56 the Coalition 
Ministerialist Pait> opposing and the debate was adjourned 


Co OPERATIVE Societies Bill (Gontd ) 

22nd JULY — Discussion on the Bengal Co operative Societies Bill was resumed 
when only four clauses of the Bill weie disposed of Moving an amendment to 
clause 9 of the bill which dealt with the appointment of Eegistrai and of persons 
to assist him, Mi Satijapuya Bamierjee suggested that an Advisoiy Committee 
consisting of 13 members should be appointed for the purpose of advising the 
Eegistrai and the Piovincial Government on all matters of policy affecting the 
Co-operative movement in the Pioviuce Mr Baunerjee pointed out *tbnt committee 
of such description had been appointed by various Provincial Governments for the 
development of tbe co-operative movement and had been found useful Further, 
this would help in deo&cialization of the co-operative movement *lhe Hon Mr 
M B MuUtck opposed the amendment He said that the Government were too 
anxious to see the co-operative movement lun on proper line The appointment of 
the Advisory Committee would mean undue interference with the working of the 
department concerned ffhe amendment was lost 

Another amendment moved by Mr Bannerjee to clause 12 of the bill which 
dealt with the conditions of registration of a society invoked discussion Mr 
Bannerjee suggested that the liability of a society whose objects included the 
creation of funds to be lent to its membeis and of which the majority of members 
were agricultuiists, might at the opinion of its members, be limited or unlimited 
provided that in the cases of limited liability societies, no share shall be withdraw- 
able except in accoi dance with the bye-laus The Hon Mr AT B Mvlhch opposed 
the amendment and endorsed the view expressed by Mr Wordsworth in this regard 
Theie was, however, Mi Mullick assured the House, ample provision made in the 
bill winch would give a society the power to have its liability restricted The 
amendments were all lost and the House adjourned 

Police Charge ox Islamia College 

2Srd JULY — The House disposed of several clauses of the Co-operatire 
Societies Bill to-day after which the Premier, the Hon A K Fazhil Hiiq, said 
he had been authorized by his colleagues to convey to the Principal, the staff and 
students of Islamia College the Government’s regret to any innocent person who 
might have been injured He also announced that the Government had decided 
to appoint a committee of inquiry to go into the incident 

Mr Jalahidd^n Rashemy (Krishak Proja) who sponsored the adjournment 
motion, strongly criticized the action of the police in entering the college compound 
and charging the students with lathis He maintained that the students of the 
Islamia College had not gone on strike nor had they joined any procession Mr 
Banlvn Aftikerji (Congress) asserted that the ponce would not hare enteied the 
precincts of the College without the backing of tbe Horae Minister He criticized 
the Home Minister for his “buteauciatic mentality” in tiying to crush the spirit 
of the youth of the piovince Mr F N Banojt (Congress) suggested that tbe 
matter under discussion should not be made tbe occasion for mutual recrimination 
He hoped that the Committee of Inquiiy, which had been promised by the Chief 
I^litiistei, would be given adequate powers to enable it to make recommendations 
for the futme governance of students in colleges and schools The Committee, he 
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• ’ The Committee should see that 

nor then urge for giving 


of educational experience 

Students" were neither elicited for political “T,? fKn«hnk froial 


pnrlier mucli unpleasantness mi^lit have Oeen M»vr*vw.^ ^ 
earned the gratitude of many in this House and also of the people outside The 
Sment was neither complete nor satisfactory The public would like to know 
arXse Tnstsnce the police entered the college precincts Had he Principal 
afreed? Mr JV A 31 Waller (Leader of Enropean partv) said that while his 
party regretted that any innocent persons should have suffered as the result of 
Monday’s incidents, they also deeply deplo’-ed the agitation which led up to these 
incidents He hoped that punishment would be meted out to those who had been 
responsible for instigating these youths They deprecated the fact that a statement 
biid hccu Tu'xdc on the floor o£ the House tliat *1 Cominittee of Inquiry \^ulcl be 
nppomted to investigate the incidents Dr Shyaviaprasad Mookepi (Congress, 
Calcutta UnuereiU) took exception to the statement made by the Chief iVl mister m 
which (the Chief Minister) had made “un\saTTanted lefcrences” to our boys of the 
Islamia College” only He pointed out that both Hindu and Moslem students were 
implicated in Monday^s incioents and the Chief Minister should have expressed his 
regret without making any distinction between Hindu and Moslem students Much 
as he disliked undue interference with legitimate student movements, he did not 
like continuous strikes in educational institutions Ordinarily, there should not 
be any attempt on the part of any one to induce students to leave their schools and 
colleges to take part in stnkes Ihey should, for the well-being of the province 
and the interest of the student community, put their heads together to find out the 
best means of preventing a recurrence of strikes in educational institutions What- 
ever might be the means adopted they should not apply the police method Mr 
A R Sxddxqi (Coalition) regretted that the members opposite had declined to 
admit the reasonableness of the statement which the Chief Minister had made on a 
previous occasion The statement which he (the Chief Minister! had made that day 
required a colossal amount of courage It bad been admitted that the entry of the 
police into the college was an unfortunate affair and foi this purpose the Govern- 
ment had come out boldly and courageously to appoint a Committee of Inquiry 
He congratulated the Government on the step they had taken and appealed to the 
Chief Minister to bui 7 this “wretched” incident and stop the whole agitation by 
releasing Mr Subhas Chandra Bose Mr Sarat Chandra Bose {Leader of the 
Opposition) said he was glad that the Chief Minister had announced the appoint- 
ment of an Inquiry Committee and that “prestige” had not stood in their way* He 
maintained that Monday’s incident had the effect of cementing the bond of union 
betnecn the two communities in a cause which they considered sacred Mr Bose 
regretted that the Chief Minister's statement on Monday’s incident had not gone far 
enough He asked the Chief Minister to take a statesmanlike view of things and 
consider the incidents from their proper perspectives Khioaja Sir Nazimuddin 
(Home Ministei) said that in new of the statement made by the Chief Minister 
and of the fact that the Government had promised an inquuy, he would not make 
any statement as it might be construed as prejudging the issue As the trend of 
some of the speeches was in the nature of a personal attack on him, he welcomed 
the appointment of an Inquiry Committee and opposed the adjournment motion 
At this stage, an (Opposition member moved that the question be put This 
was lost by_96 to 74 votes, and discussion was resumed While Mr 


Syed 

time limit was reached 


Badruddoja (Coalition) was speaking on the motion, the 
with the result that the motion was talked out 

HoLwrxL Sat\agraha Suspended 

nnwoSd^th'^in 

“hme decided to t^ke itnrnediate etens for tbp pf 

(Mr Bose) took upon 

the Satjagroh-i luoicment inaugarated by Mr Subhas 
connexion ^ kjuuuub 


leu 01 cne rremier^s statement on Tuesday that the GovernmpnV 
immediate steps for the removal of the Holwell Monument” bo 
)n himself the responsibility of advising the public to BtiRnpnrf 
.^cment inaugurated by Mr Subhas ChandX ^se 

Co opepative Societies Biel (contd) 

Soc.eS“ B^ilf re'sKri man?geTent of 
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co-operative societies, their duties and obligations and privileges, having been passed 
All the non-oflicial amendments in connexion with these clauses were lost" in 
one case, when the European party voted en bloc with the Opposition, the Govein- 
ment winning by a majoiity of only four votes Ihis was in respect of an 
amendment suggesting the deletion of sub clause 2 of clause 25, moved by Mr 
Saiyapitya Banerji (Congress) Next day, the 25th July, the House resumed consi- 
deration of amendments to the diffeient clauses of the Bill One of the impoitant clauses 
disposed of related to the investment of funds of co opeiatrve societies The Clause laid 
down that a co-operative society ‘Tnay invest or deposit its funds in a Government 
Savings Bank or in any of the securities specified m section 20 of the Indian Trusts 
Act, 1882, or with the sanction of the Registrar, in the shares or debentures, or on 
the security, of any other co-operative society with limited liability or in anv other 
manner prescribed” All amendments, excepting the one moved by Mr MuJ und 
Behai y Mtilhch^ the Minister in charge, making a Aerbal alteration to the clause, 
were negatived and the clause as amended was passed All the Government 
amendments were agreed to, while the Opposition amendments were either defeated 
or were withdrawn 


Agricultural Debtors Bill 

On the motion of Mr Mxikxinda Bihart Midhck^ the Assembly next referred to a 
Select Committee the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (second amendment) Bill, 1940, 
with instructions to submit then report by August 8 The Opposition amendment 
urging ciiculation of the Bill foi the purpose of eliciting opinion theieon by Sep- 
tember Id was lost without a division One member belonging to the Congiess 
Party, however, congratulated the Government on bringing foiwaid the measure 

Aboiition of Dowry Bill 

26th JULY — ^Tlie Assembly this evening disposed of six non-ofhcial bills, 
including the Bengal Maiiiage Dowry Prevention Bill, 1939, which the House 
ciiculated for eliciting opinion thereon The Bill which was sponsored by Matilvi 
Aftah Hossaxn (Coalition) sought to put a stop to the dowry system and penalise 
the giving and taking of dowrj Naivah Mitslianaf Hossain^ Minister in chaige 
of the Judicial Depaitment, moved by way of amendment that the Bill be circu- 
lated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by January 26, 1941 He pointed 
out that if they wanted to inteifeie in social affaiis, they would find themselves 
m a position when they would not know what to do After prayer interval, there 
wits no quorum and the House adjourned till the 29fch 

Co OPERATIVE Societies Bill (contd ) 

29tli JULY to 1st AUGUST — At the resumed discussion of the Bengal Co operative 
Societies Bill there was a hot discussion on the question of account of societies The 
Bill provided that accounts of eveiy co-opeiative society shall at least once in each year 
and by such date as may be piescribed, be audited by the Registrar or by an audit 
officei authoiised by him in this behalf by Older in writing Amendments moved 
fiom the Congiess paity uiged that there should be separate audit which should be 
independent of departmental control The House divided on the question and the 
amendment urging separate and independent audit was defeated by 83 to 55 votes 
The House then adjourned till the next day, the 30th July when the Government 
sustained a surprise defeat over an Opposition amendment which wanted 
that the Registrar of the Co-operative Department should have no power of modi- 
fying the authenticated statement of accounts of a co-operative credit society 
prepared by an audit ofiicei 'When the Speaker put the amendment to vote, 
members from the Opposition benches shouted *yes’ while the number of those 
shouting *no’ from the Coalition benches was very small The Speaker, therefore, 
declared the Opposition amendment earned The Minister in-charge of the Bill, 
Mr Mukxmda Behan Ilalhck, apparently taken by surprise, wanted to know if 
there was any way of having the mistake coriected on the floor of the House The 
Speaker pointed out that it could not he done by this House, but the Minister, 
if he wanted could bring forwaid an appropriate amendment in the Upper House 
The consideration of the Bill had not been finished, when the Assembly adjourned 
till the next day, the 31st July, when the question of making an ofccer of a co- 
operative society liable to pay the surchnige for any loss sustained by the society 
due to any act or omission on his part was discussed The Opposition pointed out 
that while the Bill provided for penalty for the non -official co-operators, it allowed 
The officers of the Co operative Department to go scot free if any co-operative 
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society sustained any lo«s due to any act of omission on the part of such oTiccrs 
of the department The Minister pointed out that while the officers of a society 
were responsible for its internal management, the oncers of the department had noth- 
to do with It He assured the House that if any ofncer of tne department was 
found guilty of doing anything which might harm the interests of a 

society, departmental action would be taken against him as had been done 
on several occasions in the past Of the 134 clauses of the Bill, only 

two remained vhich was disposed of on the next day, the Ist August, 
whereafter the third reading of the Bill was passed b^ 81 to 50 %otcs 
During the third realinir, Mr Sarai Chandra Bose^ leader of the Opposition, 
critici 7 inf'‘ the Bill characterized it as out of date and as tending to ofhcnlization of 
the Co operative movement While admitting that the Bill had some drawbachs 
the Hon’ble Mr A K Fazlul Huq maintained that through this Bill efforts had 
been made to decentralize the powers which, he hoped, would pave the wa> for 
the sound development of the movement Mr TT^ C Wordsworth gnmg Ins 
blessings to the Bill said that there had been no doubt some failures in the 
worlnDg of the movement in the past but its positive achievements were al'^o man> 
Mr Shamsuduin Ahmed, leader of the Knshak Pro]a Party, said that the icsting 
of too much power in the hands of tne Registrar did not augur well foi the 
development of the Co operative movement in this proiincc 

Prsi roF CoKSTiTurxT As3fmcl\ (co^^td) 

2rd AUGUST —The As'^erablv resumed discussion to day o\er Mr ^^aq}ml 
JIos 3 ands {Knshak Praja Party) resolution (on 19th July) recommending that the 
future Constitution of India should be framed by a Constituent Assembly, elected on 
the basis of adult franchise with safeguards for the protection of the rights and interests 
of the Muslims Opposing the resolution, Mr A K FazUil Huq declared that m 
the prevailing conditions of India the framing of a constitution through a 
Constituent Assembly was an impossibility He said that he was not opposed to 
the Constituent Assembh as such, but his suggestion was that before they met in a 
Constituent Assembly, the framework of the constitution should be discussed and 
settled among the different communities and they would then meet in the Assembly 
to work out the details of the constitution Sir Huq referred to the (hniciiUics 
experienced by statesmen in Canada, Australia and &outh Afiica in the matter of 
framing a constitution by means of a Constituent Assembly Of the total population 
of India, Hindus constituted about 67 per cent In a Constituent A‘'«=cmbly 
elected on the basis of adult franchise, if the»a were, say, 200 representatives 
there would be about 134 Hindus and the rest would be the reprc'^cntati es of 
ilushms, Christians and Scheduled Castes and other minority communities It 
would not take long to realise that when passions ran high and communal warfare 
sundered communities and broke peace and harmony the people would not be 
willing to vote for the interests of the country as a whole They would generally 
vote for their own community and it would be eiident that in such an Assembly, 
the majority community representing about 67 per cent of the population would 
dominate the opinion of the rest of the Assembly He thought that the best 
solution of the problem would be to settle the frame-work of the constitution 
previously amongst the different communities and the details worked out latei by 
the Constituent Assembly The resolution was rejected without a dnision 

Ll^D RnvrNun PiionLn t 

The Assembly di‘?cussed another non official resolution sponsored by 'Mr M^aza 
Abdul Hafiz (Coalition) urging that steps should be taken to gue cQVt to the 
recommendations of the Bengal Land Reienue Commission ^ ith 
modifications 5Ir Jalaluddin Hashemy (Krishak Proja Party m Opposition) 
moved, by wa\ of amendment, that stens to gne effect to the rccoramendations of 
the Commission should be taken immediately without an\ modifications More 
than half a dozen speakers belonging to the different groups* participated in the 
debate which had not concluded when the Assembly adjourned till the 5th 

Jure PvEGULVTiON Amekd Bill 

Gth AUGUST —The House adjourned on the ^th Aii^st owing to the 
Dacca Mail accident, and on the next day, the Ctli August ^it passed two ofii lal 
Bills, the Bengal Jute Regulation Amendment Bill, 1940 and the Bengal Revenues 
(Charged Expenditure) Bill introduced respectively by the Hon 5Ir Tamtzuddtn 
Khan, Mmistei for Agnculture, lind the Hoii Mr H S Svhra.iardi, 
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Finance Minister The Bengal Jute Eegulation Bill, provides for a levision 
of the final record of land where jute is grown by the Disciicfc Ma^-istrate 
for the purpose of correcting mistakes and omissions found by them oi fi’roiif>'ht 
to their notice ^ 

The Eevexue Bill 

The Bengal Eevenues (Charged Expenditure) Bill empowers the Government to 
declare the contiibution payable by them under the following Acts as charged upon 
the revenues of the piovince —The Dacca Univeisity Act 1920, the Howrah Bridf^e 
Act, 1926, the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Act, 1932, and the Albeit Victoi Leper 
Hospital Act, 1935 An Opposition amendment, moied by Di Naltnaksha Sa 7 iyal 
(Congress), urging ciiculation of the Bill foi the purpose of- eliciting opinion 
theieon by October 31, 1940, was lejected by the House by 34 votes to 55 
whereaftei the House adjourned 

Collections to War Fund 

“The Government do not approve of collection of subscriptions foi war 
pill poses under threat oi compulsion,*^ stated the Home Minister, Sii K 
Nazini-tid-dtn when Di Nalinahhya Sanyal (Con gi ess) wanted to move an 
adjournment motion to discuss the “manner in which contributions to the War 
Puiposes Fund aie being raised by District Magistrates thiough the agency of 
Union Boaids ** Dr Sanyal said that he had got four specific cases lu which 
such Bubsciiptions weie sought to be laised under threat thiough the agency of 
Union Boaids He added that he would not pi ess the adjournment motion if 
the Government issued a circular to the Distiict Magistrates in forming them that 
the Government did not approve of contributions to the Wax Purposes Fund 
being raised under threat of compulsion The Home Munster having made the 
Government position clear m his statement, Dr Sanyal did not piess his motion 

Alluvion and Dilution Amend Bill 

7th AUGUST — The Assembly had a very brief sitting to-day, the only item on the 
agenda being the Alluvion and Diluvion (Amendment) Bill, sponsored by Sir B P 
Singh Roy, Eevenue Minis tei The Bill sought to inseit a new section in the 
existing Act empowering levenue authorities to assess to levenue alluvial reforma- 
tions within an estate in certain cases After Sir B P Singh Conformally 
introduced the measure and moved for its consideiation, Rai Haiendra Nath 
Ohoivdlmry (Congiess) urged by way of an amendment that the Bill be refened 
to a select committee The amendment was lost and the House pieceeded with 
the consideration of the Bill Mr Dlmendia Nath Dxitta (Congiess) moved the 
only othei amendment on the agenda This was also turned down by the House, 
and the Bill was passed without any discussion 

^ The Jute Ordinance 

Stfa AUGUST — The Jute Oidinance fixing the minimum price of jute, 
pi omulgated by the Bengal Government, was subjected to shaip ciiticism to-day 
when the House was given an oppoitunitv to discuss the Ordinance Mr Jalaluddin 
Hashemy of the Kiisbak Eioja Party initiated the discussion by moving a resolution 
disapproving of the Ordinance The whole day was taken up with the discussion 
of Ml Hashemy *s motion, which was ultimately defeated In course of the debate 
references were made by Opposition membeis to rumouis which were current in 
the market that some ministers operated in the market for their peisonal advantage 
Mr Walker^ Leader of the European Party, lefeiring to these remarks said that 
he hoped that theie would be categoiical denials from the Ministry regarding these 
allegations The Hon Mi H S who lephed on behalf of the Government, 

stiongly maintained that they were actuated by no other consideration than that 
of serving the best interest of the cultivators 

The Prohibition Bill 

9tb AUGUST —The Government’s policy of giadual Prohibition was reiterated 
this evening' by the Excise Minister, Mr P D Raikut, speaking on a non-official 
Bill, entitled Bengal Piohibition Bill, intioduced by Mr Harendranath Rai 
Choitdhiiry (Congress) In moving that the Bill be lefeired to a Select Committee, 
Mr Roy Choiidhxiry said that when other provinces weie forging ahead with the ^ 
jiolicy of prohibition theie was no reason why Bengal should lag behind If the 
Government were sincere in their declaration about the policy of Piohibition, they 
should introduce Prohibition in one of the big consuming districts, he suggestea 
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that they should begin with the Twenty-four Pargams 'District, which, according to 
the speaker, was “the second greatest sinner in respect of the drinking evil ilc 
added that as any attempt to secure Prohibition without legi-lalion should on!> be 
trifling with it, thiB Bill proposed to {ttrnish the instrument ncce^s'irj for Liiing 
effect to it and ensuring its success 'I he Bill would prohibit the production 
manufacture, possession, export import, transport, purchase, sale and consumption of 
intoxicating liquor and products except religious medicinal, fccicntinc, industrial and 
BUch like purposes in the province of Bengal In oppOMng the Bill and its reference 
to a Select Committee, the Exase Minister Baid that the cxpeiience of other prounces 
in India, where Prohibition had been introduced liad shown them th^t fhe Bengal 
Governments policy of gradual Prohibition was a sound one He added that in the 
present financial position of the Government it was not possible foi them to 
introduce large-scile Prohibition, because m that case work in tlic nation building 
departments would suffer He emphasised however, that the ultimate goal of this 
Government was total Prohibition Mr Eoy Choudhury's motion was rejected by 
the House without a division 


The Misoemeakodr Bile 

Dr Nahnalha Sarxyal (Congress) next moved that his Bill entitled “the Bengal 
Misdemeanour Bill” be referred to a belect Committee ^Ir Sanval said that the 
Government of India Act, 1930 did not provide for certain clas'^cs of offences which 
were regarded as acts of misdemeanour in accordance with the Government of India 
Act, 1919 Ihe object of the Bill was to remove this anomaly Dr Sanjal told 
the House that the Bill was on the lines of a similar Act in England, entitled the 
Public Bodies Corruption Practices Act J^axcah Mxisharajf Hossatn, Judicial Muns- 
ter, opposed the Bill and its reference to a Select Committee. He held that there 
was no justification for a Bill of that kind Dr feanyaVs motion to refer the Bill to 
a Select Committee was rejected The Assembly then adjourned till the I2th 

Agr Produce Markets Bill 

12 th to 20th AUGUST —The Bengal Agricultural Produce Markets Bill, 1940, as 
reported by the Select Committee came up for consideration on the 12 lh August on a 
motion by Mr Tamtznddtn Khan, Minister for Agriculture The Congress Paity s 
amendment urging recommittal of the Bill to the same Belect Committee was 
negatived by the House without a division after the motion had been debated for 
more than two hours and a half It was pointed out on behalf of the Congress 
Party that while thc> were in sjmpath^ with the undcrljing principles of the Bill 
they thought its provisions, ns they had emerged from the Belect Committee, would 
not further the objects of the Bill No provision had been made in the Bill to 
ensure a fair deal and a fair price for the cultivators, which were the declared 
objects of the Bill The Krishak Proja Party in opposition, however, wanted that 
the Bill should be considered clause bv clause and any defects m it remedied* on 
the floor of the House The European Group insisted that the Bill should be tested 
as an expeiimental measure for a period not exceeding three vears in one or two 
selected areas to be specified b> Government notification Bpeaking on behalf of 
the landholding community, Mr Tarak Kaik Moolherjee opposed the Bill He 
protested against what he termed “the scheme of expropriation” provided in the 
Bill in regard to the taking of the management of pm ate markets from 
owners by the market committees Opposing the Congiess Party’s motion, Mr, 
jra 77 ii 2 udcftn Khan pointed out that the Bill was introduced about a 3 ear and a half 
ago and it had been con^^idered from all points of view in the Select Committee 
and he did not think anv useful purpose would be sexved by sending it again to the 
Belect Committee As regards the European Group's suggestion that it should he 
introduced ns an experimental measure in certain selected areas, the Minister remar- 
ked that It was a very useful suggestion and the Government would consider it 
With reference to the registration of all markets for agricultural produce as provided 
in the Bill, the Minister claimed that the Bengal Government had taken a step in 
advance of other provinces The Assembly at this stage adjourned till the 15 Ih 
Angufit when the House discussed some subclauses of the ‘definition' clause and 
disposed of them But as Government were not rcadv with their proposals with 
regard to other sub-clauses the House again adjourned till the 19th August when 
members of the Opposition pointed out that the definition of 'agnculturU produce' 
in the Bill was too wide and they suggested that the Government should begin 
with by taking two or three commercial crops for the purpose of the Bill and after 
they had obtained sufficient experience of controlling the markets with regard to 
19 
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these commodities, they could' include other commodities within the scope of the Bill 
or bring in a fresh legislation for the purpose of including all other commodities* 
Several amendments were moved by the Opposition on these lines Mr Tamtzuddtn 
Khan opposed the amendments, which were put to vote'* and lost whereafter the 
House adjourned till the 20th August when Mr Taimziiddin Khan moved a short- 
notice amendment defining ‘agricultural produce ' The amendment was accepted by 
the House by 99 votes to 69, the European members voting uith the Opposition An 
amendment moved by Mr 3forga7i, on behalf of the European Group, seeking to 
delete ‘‘any article of food or drink, manufactured or prepared whollv or in part 
from any produce of agriculture or horticulture” from the definition by the hon 
Minister, was rejected by the House without a division An amendment, moved by 
Mr Sahed Ah of the Kiishak Proja Party in Opposition, seeking to include sericul- 
ture within the definition of ‘agricultural produce’ was negatiied bj 59 votes to 111 
The Assembly then adjourned 

Eural Primary Education Bill 

16th AUGUST — Two non official Bills took up the whole time of the Assembly 
to day. The first of the measuies entitled the ‘The Bengal Eural Primary Educa- 
cation Bill,” intioduced by Maulvi Abdul Jahbar Palwa?i of the Krishak Proja Partv, 
wanted that agricultuiists should not be requued to pay their share of the education 
cess as required under the Bengal Primary Education Act The motion for taking 
the Bill into consideration was lejected by 107 votes to 65 

Fixation of Wages Bill 

The second Bill entitled “Fixation of Minimum Eates of Wages Bill,” intro- 
duced by Mr Stbnath Banerjee, Congress Labour, wanted that minimum wages of 
workers in factories and mines should be fixed at Es 30 Mr Banerjee’s motion 
for referring the measure to a select committee was rejected by 58 votes to 43 

The Secondary Educ vtion Bill 

21st 5c 22nd AUGUST — ^The Prime Munster Mi A A* Fazliil Huq^ introduced 
ont he 2lst August the Bengal Secondary Educational Bill and moved that it be referred 
to a select committee with instruction to submit their leport by November 30 The 
Bill aimed at establishing an authority to regulate and control secondary education in 
the province as recommended by the badler Commission over twenty years ago The 
JPrime Minister, at the outset, legretted that members of the Congress Party and 
of the Hindu Nationalist Party \>hom he had proposed to include in the select 
committee had declined to give then consent to serve on the committee ‘‘The 
inefficient secondary education pievaihiig in this province is one of the mam 

causes of our comparatively slow progiess”, declared Mr Fazliil Huq The 
present unsatisfactory nature of secondaiy education control was in part a legacy 
from the now generally admitted unfortunate policy of providing for higher 
education facilities in the hope that those so educated would undertake the 
responsibility of spreading education downwards Universities were created and 
questions concerning the constitution and powers of these Universities were the 
educational issues which attracted most attention Little attention was paid to 
either secondary or primary education Mr Huq referred to the report of the 

Sadler^ Commission and said that conditions had changed for the worse since the 
Commission reported When the Commission reported there were less than 700 
recognised high schools Theie were now nearly 1 400 high schools But the 
constitution of the University was still the same, that is, one not designed for 

secondary education contiol The Prime jMinistei remarked that successive 

Governments had tried to establish a controlling board and had failed One of the 
reasons why this Government was not able to take earlier action was that until 
the recent amendment of the Government of India Act, it was not quite clear 
whether this legislature had power to enact a measuie dealing with all aspects of 
seconda’ry education That power, he said, since Apnl 1 of this yeai, definitely 
vested in the legislature Eeplying to the ciiticism made in the press 
platform by prominent educationists and others of the provisions of the Bill, Mr 
Huq assured the Calcutta University that if after enquiry the Government were 
satisfied that following the effects of the new Bill the University’s financial position 
and its activities justified a revision of the present five-year financial agreement 
then the Government would be sympathetic and helpful Certainly this Bill ? 
had not been designed to impose financial hardships upon the University and 
there was no reason to suppose that the University’s ultimate financial stability 



-21-28 ATIG ’40 ] THE SECONDAHT EDHCATIOH BILL 147 

will be endangered Concluding, Mr Hnq said that he had no illusions as to the 
difficulty ol transforming the pre'^ent ineffective eecondary education into a vital, 
inspiring process and did not claim that the Bill was perfect But he claimed that 
they v^erc replacing a system in ^\hlch progress was impossible bv one in 
the requisite progress could be made He appealed for the co operation ot Uic 
people of the province ivben the Board was established in working - 

Mr Harendra Nath jRai Chotidhury (Congress), moved, by wav of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon 
by December 31, 1940 Mr Rai Chowdhuiy said that tccondary education in 
Bengal was the creation of non official enterprise and it had been built up bv 
voluntary contribution fiom the Government and not by anj substantial 
contribution from the public exchequer Mr Chowdhurv told the House that their 
complaint was not so much because there were so manv Hindus and so man> 
Muslims on the proposed board, but because secondary education in Bengal 
was going to be handed oier to the control of a political bodj, not an educational 
body He also contended that the five lakhs of rupees at the disposal of the 
Board could not impiove secondary education 

Mr Abdiil Nakim {Krishak Fioja Party) moved an amendment, urging the 
circulation of the Bill foi eliciting opinion theieon by November 30 TLhe Assembly 

then adjourned till the next day the 22nd August when Mr P R Thahiir 

(Independent, Scheduled Caste) supported the Congiess Party’s circulation motion 
He pointed out that the repre'^entation to his community in the proposed 
Secondary Education Board, its evecutue council and other committees was 
absolutely inadequate Mi Aiul Sen (Congress) characterised the Bill as obnoxious 

and refen ed to the “uglv, communal and ot]»ciar’ representation of the propo'^cd 

Board Speaking on behalf of the Krishak Pioja Paitj in Opposition, Mr Ahu 
Hossatn Sarhar said that Iub paity had decided to accord qualified support to the 
Education Minister’s motion for refeicnce of the Bill to a select committee 

After a three hours’ debate, in which about a dozen speakeis participated, the 
House adjourned 

OMis=:rox OF Bi ack-Hole Stor\ 


23rd AUGUST —A non ofhcial lesolution uiging that the Government should 
take immediate action foi the omission of all references to the alleged Black Hole 
tragedy from all books in use in the Piovince of Bengal, came up for consideration 
to day Mr A K Fazlnl Hwg, Prime Minister, said that the resolution ns worded, 
was not a piactical proposition The Government would be prepared to ar»ccpt the 
resolution if it was amended to state that the Govcinmcnt should take immediate 
action for not allowing any book having icferences to the alleged Black Hole 
tragedy ns a historical fact to be used as text-books and prize books The moier 
accepted the amendment and the amended resohUion was then passed by the 
House without a division 

The Fioud CoMvu'^'^ro:^ 


The House next had prolonged discussion on a resolution urging 
that steps be taken to gi\e effect to the recommendations of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commission (I loud CommisMou) with necc6«=ary modifications for 
the replacement of Peimanent Settlement and the 7amindati system by n ryotwan 
method Speaking on the resolution, Sir B P Stvgh Roy, Revenue Minister, 
informed the House that the Government were anxious to take the fullest adiantage 
of the recommendations of the Fioud Commission and examination of the proposals 
by a special officer appointed by the Government was proceeding simultaneously 
with the consideration of the suggestion by the Government 


The Secondary Education Bili^ (contd) 

27lh 28th AUGUST —More than a dozen members participated in the third day’s 
debate on the feecondaiy Education Bill on the 27lh AuguBt bpenking on behalf of 
the European Group, Mr IT C Wordstiorth, supporting the Government motion for 
the reference of the Bill to a select committee, said that his group held the Bill to 
be better than nothing, though not so good as it might be It had been accepted 
for the Inst twentv years that a fcecondary Education Board was necessary and 
was coming, and that any Board must, m the present conditions, satistv the 
strongest pnrlv on which Uic (government depenced and so it contained a dok of 
communal sm He pointed out that the circulation motion of the Congress Party 
meant lostpoiicmeut of the consideration of the Bill He did not believe that thme 
WDB any cmI lun^ose, intention, or jatentmlity m the Bill or in the organSion it 
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proposed to set up Mr N'altnt Eanjan Barker, ex-Ein*ince ilmister, in supporting- 
the Congress Party’s motion for circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinioiT 
strongly condemned the provisions of the Bill and remarked that its object 
was communal and political, rather than educational He said that instead 
of calling the Bill the Secondary Education Bill it should have been 
called ‘‘a Bill to strangle secondary education” Next day, the 2Sth Aucxust, 
Dr Sya7?ia Frosad Mookerjee (Independent Hindu Nationalist), supporUng 
the Congress Party’s circulation motion, said that he was opposed to the mam 
principle of the Bill and added, ‘^Let me say it without any hesitation that this 
Bill is fundamentally unacceptable to us and even if it is adopted by the House 
as a result of Government majority, we are not going to accept it outside the 
Legislature TVe shall consider it a sacred and imperative duty on our part to 
resist Its operation in every possible manner” Mr Fazlur Rahman (Coalition) 
representative of the Dacca University, supporting tue provisions of the Bill, said 
It followed the recommendations of the Sadler Commission and the Secondary 
Education Board as proposed in the Bill was more autonomous than the one 
contemplated by the Sadler Commission Mr Shamsuddm Ahmeds Leader of the 
Krishak Proja Party, in supporting the Select Committee motion, appealed to Dr 
Syama Prosad Mookerjee and Mr Sarat Chandra Bose to revise their decision and 
agree to serve on the Select Committee Winding up the debate on behalf of the 
Opposition, Mr Scrat Chandra Bose strongly condemned tue provisions of the 
Bill and characterised it as an ill-conceived measure which, according to him, not 
only fell far short of the educational requirements of the province, but its proposals 
were incomplete in certain respects and pieverse and reactionary in others Mr 
Bose declared that if this Bill was passed into law without giving an opportunity 
to the public, the educationists and the thousands of managing committees of high 
schools to give their opinion on it, ‘‘we shall consider it oui duty, both inside and 
outside this House, to take such steps as will make the Secondary Education Bill 
a dead letter in this province” Keplying to the debate, the Piime Minister, Mr 
A K Fazlul Hnq, said that he wished that the threat that had been held out 
by Dr Syama Prosad Mookerjee and the Leader of the Opposition had not been 
utteied in seriousness He was prepared to accept them, whatever mmht be the 
consequences He declared that the members of the Coalition Pary were aetermined 
to show to the world that they would be untrue to Islam and their culture if they 
did not put this Bill on the statute book Eefuting the charge that the proposed 
Secondaiy Education Board would be communal in composition Mr Huq enquired 
if the mere proper rejiresentation of Muslims on the Board was considered as an 
act of commuiialism ? He informed the House that the select committee would 
not be beginning its work before November and that in the meantime they would 
foiward the Bill to the two Universities for their opinion and were prepared to 
take the views of educational experts to be nominated by the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition and Dr Syama Prosad Mookerjee He was even prepared to go further, 
although against the mandate of his party He was prepared to circulate the 
Bill for eliciting opinion theieon provided the threats that had been uttered were 
unconditionally withdiawn and an assurance was given by the Opposition that 
they would co-operate with them in the select committee 

A discussion arose as to the exact implications of the Prime Minister’s offer 
Mr Sarat Chandra Bose^ Leader of the Opposition, said that if the Government 
agreed to keep an open mind m the matter and to consider the whole position on 
the basis of the views elicited after circulation of the motion, he would have no 
hesitation m accepting the offer As legards what was said to be a threat he 
pointed out that so far as he himself was concerned he had merely referred to 
what might happen in the future if the Bill was passed into law in spite of the 
opposition of a big community which had contributed so much for the develop- 
meilt ^nd expansion of education in this province Ihe Prime Minister said 
that the remarks of the IfCader of the Opposition did not mean an acceptance of 
hiS offer 

The motions were thereafter put to vote The Prime Mmister’s motion for 
reference of the Bill to a select committee was adopted by 121 votes to 60 The 
Congress Party’s motion for circulation of the Bill for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion was rejected by the House by 131 votes to 71 An analysis of the voting 
on the Congress Party’s motion showed that all the Hindu members, excepting 
the Hindu MinisterB,* voted for it while all the Muslim members excepting the 
three independent voted against it The anhouncement of the result of the voting 
was followed by shouts* of ^“Hindu Ministers Besign’ from the GongresB benches 
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official 

resolution asking the Government to sancUon Es 10 lakhs every year (including 
1910 41) for the education of the scheduled caste and other educationally backward 
Hindus of this province, was adopted by the House 

Minister, -who holds the Educ'ition portfolio, Sir -B P itoi/ Kevenue 

Minister, speaking on the resolution, 

Advisory Committee, which had been appointed bj the Government had submitted 
a scheme and bad made their recommendations with regaid to the question of 
spreading education among the scheduled castes in the province The Government 
would now apply their minds to these recommendations and would try to accept 
as many of them as possible If in giving effect to the recommendations accepted 

by the Government, it was reqimed that recurring grant should be made for the 

purpose, the Government should not besitn.te to provide that siiin It did not 
matter to them if such a grant amounted to five or seven lakhs of lupees oi 
more Mr Basil Lai Btsisas (Coalition), the mover, wanted to withdraw the 
resolution on the assurance given the Ministei, but the House lefused to grant 
leave by 58 votes to 52 the Government supporting the motion for leave 

Be>"gal Irrigation ScHran 

3rd SEPTEMBER —A big irrigation project known as the Damodar Hooghly- 
Howrah Flushing scheme estimated to cost moie than three ciores oi rupees, was 
placed before the Assembly this evening by Mabaraj i of 

Cossimbnzar, Minister for Works and Communication The Minister made a 
reference to the pioject while moving a resolution to the efFect than an improvement 
levy should be imposed in the area to be served by the Damodar Hooghlj -Howrah 
Flushing scheme The total area within what might be called the perimeter of 
the scheme, is six lakhs and eleven thousand croies The rate of lev> which would 
be imposed, the Minister said, would be decided on the basis of calculation of the 
addition out turn It was proposed to finance the scheme by raising a loan of 
three crorca of rupees On behalf of the Opposition, Dr Nahnalsha Sanyal 
(Congress) moved an amendment urging that the improvement levy which would 
be imposed under the scheme should be at a rate to be approved by the Assembly 
Replying to the debate, the Minister pointed out that Government would take up 
the scheme as soon as the financial conduions would peimit them to borrow the 
required mone>, but he could not say whether they could wait till the war was 
over He assured the Europeans that the scheme would not affect the rivci Hoogbly 
He told the Opposition that, if (here was no improvement in the aiea coveicd by 
the scheme, they would not impose any levy on the cultivators I be Opposition 
amendment was lost without a division and the Government resolution Was accepted 

Calcutta Municipal A menu Bill 

4tli to 10th SEPTEMBER —The hon Nawab KJnvaja Hahthulla Bahadur of 
Dacca Minister for Local Self-Government, introduced on the 4tli the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940, and moved that it be referred to a select committee with 
instructions to submit their report by January 31, 1941 9 he Bill sought to remove 

the Chief Executive Officer fiom the sphere of influence of individual Councillors 
and Aldermen of the Corporation, to make definite provisions that appointment to 
higher posts in the Cor| oration shall not be made except on the lecommendation of 
a Service Commission (the Chairman and members of which will be appointed by the 
Governmenn, and to assume larger powers of control in cases of default or abuse of 
powers by the Corpoiation I he Bill further sought to make a definite provision in 

the Act for the Buppressiori of a department of the Corporation and the dissolution 
of the body of Councillors and Aldermen in case the Corpoiation had shown its 
nicompetence to peiform, or had persistently made default in the performance of the 
duties imposed on it by or under the Act, or had abused its powers Qhe appoint- 
ment by the Government of a Government Officer as Chief Executive Officer of Jhe 
Corporation and the conmiraent of certain powers on him was also provided In 
moving reference of the Bill to a select committee, the I\Iini6ter pointed out tliat it 
was intended to meet a widespread demand foi improving the efiiciency and tone of 
1 10 ndrainiBtrotion of the Calcutta Corporation “1 confess," the Minister remarked, 
that there is some force in the contention that the proposed measure is a xetro'^rade 
w ■nith progressne democratic ideas of local self-government. 

House uill agree wUh me that circumstances have compelled the 
Government to retrace their steps m Hus mMter Viewed against the jlackground 
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of nepotism, inefficiency and corruption vrhich have characterised the admmis- 
tration of the Corporation during the last few years, our proposals appear to 
ofier the onlv effective remedy that can be thought of and may on that ground 
be fully justified ” Next day, the 5th September, about a dozen members parti- 
cipated in the debate Discussion more or less followed the lines which 
emerged on the previous day— members of the Coalition Party describing the 
measure as an urgent piece of legislation necessary to effect much-needed 

reforms in the working of the Corporation, while the Opposition characterized 

it as “reactionary and retrograde” The House then adjourned till the 9ih 
September, when about a dozen speakers, mostly belonging to the Opposition 
participated in the debate Mr Santosh I^umar Basu, Deputy Leader of 
the Congress Paity and a former Ma>or of the Corporation, 'remarked that 
history had not recorded a constitutional outrage of such enormity perpet- 
rated by a Government upon a helpless people The ‘popular Ministry’ in 
Bengal, was, by sheer violence, attempting to put the hand of the 'clock 

of progress half a century back Mr Basil suggested that the Government 
might test the bo7ta files of the charges levelled against the Corporation 
by holding a general election m January on this issue If they got a clear verdict 
of the rate-payers in favour of the Bill it might be brought up during the next 
budget session before the House and passed without a single dissentient voice 
Mr J C Gupta, Chief Whip of the Congress Parv, criticised the attitude of 

the European group towards the Bill and observed that they acted quite un- 
Bxitonlike when they were in India If such a Bill, remarked 'Mr Gupta, had 
been brought forward in the British Parliament, the Government in power would 
have fallen the next day Syed Badruddoja (Coalition) in supporting the motion 
for circulation, cited cases of irregularities in the Corporation administration Next 
day, the 10th September, Mr Sarat Ch Bose, Leader of the Opposition, in the 
course of his speech gave what were, according to him, instances of Ministerial 
interference in appointments during the last three years the Ministry had been in 
power Mr Bose pointed out that the charge that arrears in collection were large 
could not be made justifiably by the Government since the Government themselves 
owed the Corporation Es 12 lakhs Mr Bose charged the hon Mr H S Suhrawardy 
with interference m judicial pioceediugs, by quoting from a letter which the latter 
wrote to the Commissioner of Police m connection with the prosecution of a certain 
Muslim How could such a frankly communal Government uiterfenng in the 
course of justice be, he asked, entrusted with power to destroy at will the autonomy 
of the Calcutta Corporation ? The Premier, intervening in the debate, referred to 
Mr Bose’s challenge that a referendum be taken on the Bill and asserted that 
Calcutta Hindus who formed SO per cent of the rate-payeis being communally 
minded would naturally throw out the Bill At this stage loud and angry protests 
drowned the Premier's voice and the Premier withdrew his remarks on^the Speaker 
advising him not to introduce communal colour in the debate Mr N B Sarker, 
ex-Minister, supporting the Congress Party’s amendment, said that if the Calcutta 
Corporation could be charged with nepotism and favouritism in the matter of 
appointment, the same charge could be levelled against the present Government of 
Bengm Mr Sarker thought that the mam and real object of the Bill was to get 
control of the Corporation for the purpose of distributing all patronage among the 
supporters of the Ministry Supporting the Select Committee motion, Mr MAH 
Ispaham^ Leader of the Muslim league Party m the Corporation, said that no 
one could deny that the present state of the Corporation was such that a collapse 
was imminent Mr T C Gosttavn observed that it was very easy with a comfort- 
able majority to get a measure through but it was not so easy to make the people 
swallow It Mr A B Stddtqut, Mayor of Calcutta, said that they were all agreed 
that abuses had crept into the administration of the Corporation and that the 
proposed measure had received unqualified support for the majority of Us clauses 
with slight mod fications Mr Sha7nsuddi7i Ahvied^ Leader of the Krishak Proja 
Party, appealed to the Government to agree to the circulation of the Bill Mr 
Sarat Chandra Bose, Leader of the Opposition, said that members of the Cabinet 
had inteifered in the matter of appointments in the Calcutta Corporation, the 
Improvement Trust and other bodies and he asked the House to consider seriously 
whether they could vest the powers proposed in the Bill in a Government 
such a record Participating in the debate, Mr A K Fazlul Huq, Premier, cited 
the instances of Bombay anf Madras where the Government had power to appoint 
the Chief Executive Ofiicer of the Corporatiouxand said that he failed to understand 
why there was opposition to the BengM (Government being vested with such powers. 
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llio Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, Minister in charge of the Bill, replying to the 
dehate, said that it appeared that the intention of the Opposition was to delay the 
paesage of the Bill , . , ^ j 

ihe Congress Party’s amendment was then put to vote and re]ectca Jlie 
motion for belect Committee was earned The European Group voted with the 
Government against the amendment, while the other groups in the House, 
the Congress, the Knshak Pro]a, Independent, fccheduled Castes, and the Hindu 
Nationalist Parties voted for the amendment Ihe Government motion for reference 
of the Bill to a select committee was accepted by the House 127 votes to 32 

HlM>T3 WiDO'SVEPS’ RE-M\RUIAGE BU.L 

6 lh SEPTEMBER — ‘*No Hindu widower shall marry any one who is not a 
widow” This was the mam provision of a non official Bill entitled the Bengal 
Hindu Widows’ Remarriages Propagation Bill, winch was introduced by Mr 
Manmohan Las to-day Mr Das, raoMug the Bill, said that if it was provided 
that a widower whenever he would remarry should marry a widow, all the 
widowa between the ages of 5 and 25 numbering about tiiiee lakhs in the province 
might get remarried On behalf of the Government. Nawah Afusharaff Htissatn, 
Judicial Minister, moved by way of an amendment that the Bill be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion thereon bv July 18, 1941 He said that if public opinion 
was strongly in fa\our of the Bill, there would be no difficulty on the part of the 
Government to accept it The House accepted the amendment without a division 

Dompy Restfiction Bill 


Another non official Bill entitled the Bengal Dowry Restriction Bill, 1940, 
introduced by Mr Surendranath Btsiras^ was also circi lated for eliciting public 
opinion by No\ ember 30 

Suops L Establishments Bill 

lull 5L 12 lh SEPTEMBER — Ihc Bengal Shops and E^^tnblishmcnts Bill, 1940, ns 
passed b> the Upper House, came up foi consideration this e\ening, In moMiig for the 
consideration of the Bill, Mr H S Siihraivardy^ Minister for Commerce said that 
some othei provinces had passed Bills of this type But thev had not been brought 
into operation presumably because they contained pioMsions which had not the 
goodwill of all parties and perhaps because thev were difficult to administer Ihe 
Minister thought that he had eliminated such provisions from the Bill now before 
the House as might stand in the way of its being put into operation Di Naltnaksha 
Sanyal (Congiess), speaking on an amendment to the *commcicial establishments’, 
pointed out that journalists had been excluded from the pur\iew of the Bill, although 
they knew how ver> diffii uU it was for them to get their monthly payments on the 
due date It would be desirable, if not in the bodj of the Bill itself to give special 
protection to them Replying. Mr Suhrawardy said that the definition of ‘commer- 
cial establishments’ in the Bill was quite wide It applied to clerical establishments 
of all commercial undertakings The Speaker, A'/i an Bahadur Azizul Ha 5 , said 
that clerical staff of punting presses vras included in the definition Di Sanyal 
The editoiial staff will not be regarded as clernal staff The SpcaJcr I think wc 
shall leave out the editoiial staff for the present Dr Sanval They are most hard 
working people Mr Suhranardy belie\ed that theiankand file in printing presses 
and newspaper offices would come under the purview of the Bill as clerical staff of 
commercial establishments and, if neccssarv, the Minister would declare all tho'^e 
establishments as commercial e 6 tabli«hraents The Euiopean Groun welcomed the 
Bill The House had not concluded discussion when it aXoiirned tilf tlm 
the 12 th September, when the Bill as passed by the Upper House was lus^cd by 
Ihe hon ^Ir H S Syhraxoar dy^ Minister in charge of the Bilk told 
the House that he hoped to bring forward an amending Bill with regard to the 
question of regulation of hours of work of employees in commercial establishments 
by March next Ihc Congress Party s amendment, urging inclusion of commercial 
establishments within the purview of the Bill so far as the question of working 
hours was concerned, was rejected bv the House by 103 votes to 53 

Leo iSL ATOP s Disqualification Removal Biil 


ISlh SEPTEMBER ~5ir Kazitnuddin, Home ^Minister introduced to day the Bcmml 

Amendment Bill, 19J0, seeking to nmend Urn 
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en oflSce o£ profit under the Ciown m India When, however, such a member of 
the Legislature holds such office as a full-time member in any of His Maiestv’s 
forces, he is disqualified foi being a member and his seat in the Legislature falls 
automatically vacant The object of the amending Bill is to enable such a member 
to retain his seat in the Legislature even if he holds such an office in tune of war 
for any puipose or in time of peace for any purpose connected with internal secuntv 
On behalf of the Congress Paity, Mr Saiitosh Kumar Basu, Deputy Leader poin- 
ted out that the clauses in the amending Bill had been so drafted that civil en^^meers 
doctors or even menials who might be employed in connection with the equmment 
or administration of Militaiy, Naval oi Air Force would be made eligible for election 
to the Legislature, theieby setting at naught the very salutary provisions of the 
Goveinment of Indn Act, uhich definitely laid down that no persons who held a 

post under the Crown in Indn would be qualified for election to the Legislature 

Agricultubal Djsbtobs Amend Biel 

19th SEPTEMBER — ^The House passed the Agiicultuial Debtors (Second 
Amendment) Bill, and permitted the Home Minister, Khivaja Sir Nazimuddm, to 
withdiaw the Removal of Disqualification Amendment Bill pieviously introduced by 
him bii Nazimuddin said that he proposed to introduce a fresh Sill at the next 
session, in which he hoped the objections laised to the present Bill would be met 

Meanwhile in oidei to permit membeis so desiimg to take an active part in the 

war efibit it was pioposed to bring into effect by an Oidinance the provisions of 
such a Bill The Assembly at this stage was piorgued 


Autumn Session — Calcutta — 28th Nov to 4th Dec 1940 

WlTHDRA-WAL OF PbESS BAN 

The Assembly met on the 28th November foi its autumn session with the 
Speaker, Khan Bahadur Aztzul Haqiie in the Chair The notification issued 
recently by the Government banning publication in the province of news regarding 
hunger strikes by persons in jails or places in Biitish India was the subject of 
an adjournment motion Moving the adjournment motion, Dr Nahnalsha Sanyal 
characterised the Goveinment Older as “astounding ” He remarked that the 
Nazi Government had not been able to stop news in the manner sought to be 
done by the Government of Bengal But what the Nazi Government could not do, 
Sir Nazimuddin had tiled to do Dr Sanyal said that the public had a right to 
know about the grievances of the piisoners on hungei -strike He asked if the 
rumour that the prison eis were not given certain facilities legaiding interviews, 
correspondence, management of the kitchen, etc was correct He also wanted to 
know whether it was a fact that a person like Mr Subhas Chandia Bose had not 
been allowed to have in his possession a shaving stick and a safety razor Sir 
Nazimuddin^ the Home Minister, in his reply to the debate, referred to a catalogue 
of grievances submitted by the hunger-stiike persons and said that all of them 
were being txeated as I and II class prisoners and were being given all possible 
facilities Sir Nazimuddin informed the House that fifteen peisons detained under 
Section 26 of the Defence of India Rules in the Presidency Jail were in hiinger- 
stiike He contradicted the statements made in the House by two Labour Members 
of the Congress Paity alleging that there weie hunger-stikes by prisoners in the 
Dum Dam and Alipore Central Jails He pointed out that there was no hunger- 
strike in any jail except in the Presidency Jail The grievances on which the 
prisoners had gone on hunger-strike, he chaiac tensed, as “very unsubstantial” and 
claimed that the rules framed for the detention of persons undei Sections 26 and 
120 of the Defence of India Rules in Bengal compared very favourably with the 
rules flamed by the othei Provincial Governments and the Government of India 
In justifying the order, Sir Nazimuddin said that it was promulgated not to prevent 
ventilation of giievances of the piisoueis, but to stop the publication of statements 
and speeches which might create bitter feelings, hatred and excitement and might 
lead to serious results "it was further meant to deprive the agitation of the publicity 
which was required for its success In conclusion, the Home Minister said that 
he was piepared to look into the grievances of the hunger-striking prisoners after 
they had given up hunger-strike He appealed to the members of the Congress 
Party to peisuade these prisoners to follow the advice of Mahatma Gandhi who 
had discouraged hunger-strikes. The motion was rejected by 104 votes to 64 
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THE SALES TAX BILL 

Motor Spirit Sales Tan Bill 
Earlier, the House, on a motion of the Finance ^Icmber, Mr H S Siihrawardv^ 
referred to a Select Committee the Motor Spirit Sales Tax Bill It proposed to 
lev 7 a tax of one anna sis pies per gallon on the retail sales of petrol and a tax 
of SIX pies per gallon on retail sales of motor spirit other than petrol The Sales 
Committee vras asked to submit Us report by December 21 The Finance Minister, 
in moving his motion, pointed out that the proceeds from the ta^^ rvould be ear- 
marked for road development in the Province The tax under this Bill when passed 
into law would not be imposed before September 1 1941 An Opposition motion 
urging circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion was rejected by the Hou«c 
without a diMsion The Assembly then adjourned 

The SKhiES Tax Bill 

29th NOV to Snd DEC —The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill which was 
introduced to day by the Hon Mr H S Suhrawardy Finance 51inistcr, and sought 
to be referred to a Select CKiraraittce met with strong opposition The Bill sought 
to lex> a tax of two per cent per annum on all retail sales exceeding twenty thou 
sand rupees A numuer of food articles raw materials and certain other articles 
were exempted from the tax Goods di^^patchcd to addre'^ses outside Bengal were also 
exempted from the imposition of the tax Ibe tax was expected to yield a rc\enue 
of two crores of rupees at a cost of not exceeding Rs se\en lakhs 

An amendment rao\ed by the Knshak Proja Party urged that the Bill be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion This was supported by the Congress party 
also Krifihak Proja Part\ members launched a virulent attack on the Government 
charging them with ‘cnminar^ wastage of mone} entiubted to their care, whereby 
they had forfeited the n^^ht to be entrusted with more money Even the spokesman 
of the European Partj Mr R M Sassooii, who did not oppo'^c the Select Commit- 
tee motion, strongly criticised some items of financial administration of the Govern- 
ment and wanted an assurance tliat this would not be done again He said that 
the European Party considered that the necessity for the tax had not been estab- 
lished Ihcy rc^^erved the right to oppose the Bill at a later stage if thev were 
not supplied with facts and figures winch definitely established that additional 
taxation was necessary Next day the SOtli November, an account of the financial 
po'^ition of the Government was given by the Hon Mr H S Suhraitardy, Finance 
Minister, in his reply to the debate The Munster told the House that the deficit 
for the current year was going to “matcrinli^-e with a vengeance” He recalled 
that in February last he had fore ca^^t a deficit of Rs 57 lakhs which had now 
mounted to Rs 120 lakhs 9 he revenue position had been deteriorating owing to 
circumstances over which the Government had no control Their jiitc export mily 
receipts would be less by Rs 50 lakhs, and unless there was an immediate rise in 
the price of jute their land revenue receipts would be much smaller than they 
had expected Ihcreforc, the Finance Minister added, this taxation measure was 
absolutely essential m order to meet the present emergenev A suggestion had 
been made that the Government should tax jutc The Finance Minister said that 
he was prepared to tax jiitc if it could be shown that it would not result in further 
depressing the price of jute in the mofussil, and that the tax would not be ultimate- 
ly passed on to the agriculturist He was not sure that it would not be, and he 
had, therefore, exempted jute from the operation of the tax Jlr Ahit Hossatn 

Sarlar (Knshak Proja) moved b> way of an amendment, that the Bill be circu- 

lated for eliciting public opinion b\ March 31, 1911 Mr Sarkar characterised the 
Bill as backdoor legislation At the close of the financial year, when they did not 
know what the financial condition of the Government was, there was absolutely 
no justification for bringing forward a measure of this kind I^lr SasanJ a Sd har 
Nanj/af (Congress) described the Bill as a '‘permcious” measure, and remarked that 
if the Bill was pa‘=5cd into law it would add penury to the poverty of the people 
of Bengal Sir Sanyal suggested that the Government should have first 

Inxcd tim fat salaries and the rich people Mr Isnar Das Jalan (Congress) 
considered the time inopportune for bringing forward a taxation proposal 

of this kind He thought that the imposition of the proposed tax would 
dnve away the wholc'^alc trade from the province to the adjoining province=i 
Cnaadhtiry (Congress) said that the spirit with which 
Rich a BiU was generally introduced in the legislature was found wanting in the 
Fiiinnce Minister This Ministrv, who haa been returned through sepatate 
Constitu^cncy, thought that they were only entitled to feel for the general public 
ana others who had come through General jConstituency had no nght to say m 
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that regard In was this spirit that was reflected in the opening speech of the 
Finance Minister What was the position of the Bill ? Whether there was any 
necessity for the Bill or not it concerned him very litttle The Finance Minister 
simply said that because he told at the time of introducing the budget last year 
that there would be taxation measure, therefore, the Bill had been put forward 
Mr Idris Ahmed^ a member of the Coalition Party, took the House by surprise 
when he also strongly criticised the Bill and asked his Party men not to lend 
their support to the Bill unless the Government gave an assurance that the 
money raised by this measure would be earmarked exclusively for the spread of 
free primary education Mr Nalnit Eanjan Saikai^ the former Finance Minister, 
subjected the Bill to a detailed criticism He said that he strongly felt that 
they were at present faced with no compelling necessity which would justify the 
Government’s introducing such a huge measure of taxation, which would interfere 
with trade, small industries and make the burden on the poor heavier Mr K 
Fazlul Huqy intervening in the debate, justified the measure He said that it was 
untiue that he had piomised to provide “dal, bhat” to the peple What he said 
was that the problem of “dal, bhat” was the problem of problems to day Kephing 
to luteriuptions and ironical laughter from the Opposition, Mr Huq said that 
if any one believed that anybody could come and get ‘dal, bhat’ at his Jhoiihlla 
house he was not only a fool but he lived in a fool’s paradise He could not be 
expected to provide food to five crores of people everyday The House at this 
stage adjourned till the 2nd December when the Opposition motion urging the 
circulation of the Bill, was rejected by 124 to 72 votes The Government motion 
for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee was, thereafter, carried by ll8 to 
73 votes, one Coalition Party member remaining neutral In his final appeal 
before voting took place, the Finance Minister, Mr H S Siiln awai dy remarked, 
“Nobody likes taxation As a politician I am afiaid of it I detest it and I 
would have never dreamt of introducing this measure had it not been that the 
finances of Bengal and the needs of the people demanded that we should 
supplement our resources for the purpose of giving them relief ” The Finance 
Minister emphasised that the position to day was such that it was impossible, 
without further taxation to meet then ordinary requirements He reminded the 
European Gioup that it was piactically only the Bengal Government which m 
the whole of India supported the Government of India and the British Government 
in their affort He asked them to realise that if they wanted that the people 
should participate in the war effort, they must try to raise their standard of 
living and bring joy and happiness to their homes The Finance Minister added 
that it was almost certain that he might have to come up with fresh taxation 
pioposals before the House m the near future But he assuied them that 
whenever he considered any taxation proposal necessary he would take the House 
into his confidence beforehand 

Higher Prices for Eaw Jute 

The Assembly next passed a resolution that the Government of Bengal should 
take immediate steps “to ensure higher prices of raw jute for cultivators in the 
current season by adopting such necessary and suitable measures as may be 
economically justifiable ” The matter was discussed on a special motion in view 
of the conference convened by the Government of India in New Delhi for 
December 4, of repiesentatives of the jute-growing provinces and the mills to 
decide on ways and means of disposing of this year’s crop at a level of prices 
to all concerned, particularly the grower 

Local Boards & Cexsds Bill 

3rd DECEMBER — A discussion on arrangements m connection with the 
forthcoming census took place to*day, when the Government Bill entitled the 
Bengal Local Authorities Census Expenses Contribution Bill was introduced 
The JBill sought to empower local boards to contribute towards petty expenses in 
connection with the forthcoming census In the course of the discussion, Mr Atul 
Sen iCongress) criticised the census ariangements as not being conducive to 
the collection of proper and impartial information Sir Btjoy Prosad Stiigh Roijy 
Revenue Minister, who introduced the Bill, pointed out that the local Government 
were not in any way responsible for census operations But if any defect in the 
existing arrangements were communicated to the Government m a specific manner 
they would certainly be only too glad to forward them to the Central Government 
with their comments on the matter- The Minister informed the House that the 
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Bengal Government proposed to address the Central Government about the 
desirability of ba\jng joint enumerators An Opposition motion, urging circulation 
of the Bill, Tras rejected ^ 7 lthout a diMsion, and the Bill \7as passed 95 votes 

Earlier the Hou^e passed bv 92 to oO voles the Bengal Legislature (Bemoval 
of Disqualifications) Bill The Assembly then adjourned 

Co opiTATUE Societies Bill 

4th DECEMBER — ^The Assemblj agreed to day to the amendments tvhich had been 
made by the Upper House to the Bengal Co operative Societies Bill 1940 Strong 
opposition was ofiered to some of the amendments which the Upj^er House had 
elFected and the House dnided on as many as fi’ve occasions and the diccu'^sion 
continued for over two hours Mr Sat^apnt/a Bancrjre (Congress) objected to the 
deletion of the wo^'d ‘economic’ with reference to clause 11 which p^OMded for regis- 
tration of Co operative SoueUes He said that this was a move in direct opposition to 
the ideas of the Co operative Societies which prevailed all over the woild and the rest 
of India It altered the character of the Bill altogether and offended against the 
pnnciple of co operation Mr Aiul Sen (Congress) supporting the amendment 
said that the taking away of the word 'economic’ would open flood gate of jobberj 
and lead to the misuse of the monev of the Co-operatne Societies for political pur- 
poses Replying the Hon Mr B MulUd said that contrary to what Mr 
Banerjee thought the Bengal Legislative Council in their wisdom were of opinion 
that the retention of the word ‘economic’ would interfere with the functioning of 
the Co operatnc movement in the province Further he could assure the House that 
there would be no misuse of raone^ as alleged by Mr Sen Ihe amendment carried 
in the Upper House was agreed to Dr Nalinal shya Sanyal (Congress) stionglj 
objected to the insertion of a sub clause to clause 77 of the Bill which dealt with 
the nature of ihc '^udit By this sub-clause the Upper House gave jiower to the 
Registrar to modifv the audit report Dr Sanyal objecting to it suggested that the 
report drawn up by the auditor should be final and if any modification had to be 
made that must be done by the auditor himself Jf such wide powers were rested 
on the Registrar that might lead to abuse Mr Ahn Hossain Sarler (Knshak 
Proja) on behalf of Ins partv recorded their protest against the sub clau'^c on ground 
of pnnciple ‘Ihc Hon "Mr M B MuUtcf replying slated that the Board of 
Directors of an institution bad every right to tale c\ccplion to certain remarks in 
the adult report Therefore it was right and proper that the Board of Directors 
should have the rmlit to draw the attention of higher authorities to such remarks 
and bad them modified The House agreed to the amendment made by the Upper 
House and Dr fcanyal’s suggestion was turned down The House was then prorogued 


Proceedings of the Bengal Council 

Monsoon Session — Calcutta — 26th July to 19th Sept 1940 

Recruitment or Bengalis n? Apm\ 


TIic mon«oon session of the Bengal Legislative Council commenced in 
Calcutta on the ^Gth July 1940 with the Hon Mr Satyendra Chandra 2fttra m 
the chair A non official resolution urging the Government to move the Govern- 
ment of India to recruit soldiers from among the Bengalis so as to raise a 
permanent unit with a Mew to its incorporation into the Indian Army was 
unaniraouRly earned Moving the resolution Rai Bahadur Keshav Chandra 
Banerjee tindependent) said that India’s de-tiny was inseparablv linked with that 
of Britain But he regretted that the British statesmen of the present dav did not 
seem to realise that a contented India would be a bulwark against*any enemv 
to the British Pow^ The giung of military training to Bengalis would be 
greatly appreciated Bengal would nse to a roan to help Britain at this critical 
period Replying to the debate Sir Naztm^ud^Din, Home Minister, said that 
whether the Go\ernment of Bengal had any responsibility in the matter referred 
to by ihc resolution, ox not, was a debatable question The question of defence of 



15G THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL [ Calcutta-^ 

India and all matters connected ^vitli the Army in India ivas under the mimew 
of the Government of India, and the Provincial Governments had no say "in all 
these matters Iherefore, if any representation was to be made in regard to the 
question under discussion, it should be made through the pioper representatives of 
Bengal in the Cential Legislative Assembly and the Council of State In any ca*;e 
the Home Minister stated, thanks to the efforts made by the Government, and 
paiticularly by His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, the Army authorities had 
agreed to raise a battalion of territorial forces for the duration of the wax from 
among the Bengalis Bo fai as the question of maintaining the force niter the 
war was concerned, it would depend on how Bengali recruits acquitted themselves 
The Home Minister pointed out that if Bengal leally wanted an army of her 
own, Bengal would have to pay for it ‘'It is LIr Jinnah’s zonal scheme which 
can give ^ou your own army. That is the only possible way,’’ he added Other- 
wise, they could not expect any improvement over the present state of affairs 
While not opposing the resolution, the Home Ministei said that the proceedings 
of the day’s debate on the resolution would be forwaxded to the proper quartern 
The Council then adjourned till the 29th 

Muslim & Public Services 

29th JULY —Government’s policy of recruiting Muslim candidates in Public 
Services fiom outside the province, overiiding the claims of qualified applicants of 
othei communities m Bengal, was the subject of an adjoiunmeat motion to day 
“This is”, said Mr Lalxi Chandra Das, sponsor of the motion “comniunahsm in 
excelsis, rather, communalism run mad The present policy of the Government 
disclosed that they stand for people outside Bengal even to the detriment of the 
best interests of the people of the piovince” Observations were made in course of 
the debate that followed by prominent Coalitionists, including the ChxeJ Mnnster, 
who sought to defend the policy lately enunciated in the Lower House by Minister 
Tamizuddm Elian Islam, the Premier aigued, was a great democratic religion 
recognising the brotherhood of Moslems throughout the world It was that feeling 
which had actuated his Government to come to the decision so adversely criticised 
by the Congress members Khan Bahadur Syed MuazzamiLddin Hossatn stated 
that the Muslim nation was not confined to Bengal oi India alone but extended 
to all other parts of the woild The inteiests of the Bengalee Muslims would thus 
be better served by Muslims imported from outside Khan Bahadur Nazxruddin 
Ahmed, a Muslim Leaguer, advised them to cultivate an India-wide outlook for the 
sake of unity and the conception of a greater India The motion of Mr Das was 
eventually negatned by the House 

Motor Vehicles Pules amended 

30th JULY — ^The Council discussed ^he special motion relating to the Bengal 
Motor Vehicles Pules, 1940 moved by Btr Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Pevenue 
Minister The Council adopted the lules with modifications It will be remembered 
that at a joint conference of both Houses a draft set of rules was recommended 
for approval There were no less than 112 amendments, the majority of which 
stood in the name of the Pevenue Minister In all 97 amendments were carried, 
14 weie not moved and one was lost Cf those adopted by the House, 37 were 
sponsored by Sir B P Singh Roy, 10 stood in the name of Mr Meshahuddin 
^ Ahmed (Coalition) and the one which was defeated was moved by Paja Bhupendra 
Narayan Sinha Bahadur of Nashipur 

Shops & Establishments Bill 

31st JULY — ^Tbe Bengal Shops and Establishments Bill, 1939, as reported 
by the Select Committee, was taken into consideration to-day The object of the 
bill was to regulate the holidays allowed to, the hours of woik of, and the payment 
of wages to, persons employed in shops, commercial establishments and establishments 
for public entertainment or amusement It was proposed that every shop shall be 
entiiely closed on at least one and a half days in each week and every person, 
employed for not less than six consecutive days, shall be allowed at least one and 
a half days as holidays in each week No shop shall remain open after S pm No 
person employed in a commeicial establishment shall be peimitted to woik more 
than two hundred and eight hours m any one month and persons employed m 
^stablisnmcnts for public entertainment or amusement shall not be allowed to 
work more than ten hours m one day Payment of wages the bill proposed, 
should be made not later than the tenth day of the month immediately succeeding 
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that in respect o£ which such wages are payable The penalty prescribed for 
violating any of the proviBionB relating to holiday f, and hours of 'srork is ngorous 
iinpnsoninent which ma> estend up to six months or fine extending up to Ee >00 
or both , while for violating proMsions relating to payment of wages, lca^e etc, 
the ofTence will be punishable with simple imprisonment which may extend up to 
one month or a fine which may extend up to Ks 50 or with both Tlic fcelect 
Committee recommended that in the first instance the operation of the bill should 
be limited to Calcutta and its suburbs and Howrah Tlie Ilon'ble Sir Bijof/ 
Prasad Singh Roy, leader of the House, moied that the bill ns reported by the 
Select Committee be taken into consideiation Ihe motion was carried and the 
House adiourned 

NoK-orFici\L Bins iKTUODbcro 

2n(l AUGUST — ^Tlie Council elected Khan Sahib Abdul Havnd Choivdhuiy 
(West Myrncnsingh) as Us Deputy President in place of Mr PTamidiil Huq Chow- 
dhury hollowing the election, dl non-otlicial Bills co\ering \anou6 subjects, wero 
intioduced in the House 

One of the Bills was the Bengal Bus Drivers and Conductors Bill (I^Ir Humayun 
Kahir) which was aimed to regulate the holidays the hours of work, fixation and 
payment of wages of bus drners and conductors The object of another Bill, the 
Bengal Domestic Servants* Belief Bill, 1910, introduced by i\lr Kabir, was to icgulate 
the holidays allowed, the hours of work, the conditions of employment of domestic 
servants employed in commercial cstablishmcntB houses, residences and dwelling 
places By a Bill, the Bengal Moslem Marriage Lxtra\agant and Supcifluous 
Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, I\Ir Nur Ahvjcd wanted to regulate extravagant 
ana superfluouB expenditure at weddings among the Mussalman community in 
Bengal Mr Hamtdul Hug Choivdhury introduced the Indian Bar Council 
(Amendment) Bill, 1910, in ordei to remove by legislation certain restrictions and 
disabilities at present sulTered by a class of advocates which preicnt them from 
practising on the Oiiginal Side of the Calcutta High Court Khan Bahadur Atatii 
Rahman^s Bengal Ferncs (Amendment) Bill, 1940 was circulated for eliciting public 
opinion on the motion of the Hon Maharaja Snsh Chandra Nandy 

Snops L Estabu'^hments Bile (co^TD) 

5tli AUGUST — Ihe only item of business to day was the consideration of the 
clauses of tlic Bengal Shops and Establishments Bill, 1939 As a number of amend- 
ments had been rcceued some of which Goveinment were prepared to accept and 
to put in amendments on those lines, the consideration of the Bill was postponed till 
thursday when the House adjourned as a maik of respect to the death of Kai fciheb 
Indti Bliusan Sarcai, a member of the Council 

I\IlLITARY TkAINII.G IN COLUEGCS 

9th AUGUST — Iwo important questions, namely, the immediate starting of 
military colleges in University centres “in order to train Indian students as officers 
in Army, Na\y and An Services for the defence of India against aggresFion and 
“enabling adult citizens of British India to keep arms for self-protection without 
any licence”, came up for consideration in the shape of non official motions Mr 
Lahi Chandra Das (Congress), moving the first resolution, said that the universities 
in England and on the Continent pioMded facilities for imparting military training 
to their students India was the only country where there were no such facilities 
Since war was spreading and coming nearer home, he appealed to Uie British 
Government and the Government of India to gi\e up their traditional policy of 
distrust of Indians and supplant it by a policy of trust of India and Indians so 
that Indians might be allowed to learn the art of defence under modern conditions 
On behalf of tlie Government Sir Btjoy Prosad Stngha Ropf Revenue Minister, said 
that as this subject was the concern of the Goiernment of India, his Government 
would forward the motion and the discussion thereon to the Central Govcrnraeirt 
rcrsonnlly, he thought the proposal made was an unpractical one. 

Arms tor Self-Protection 

In moving the sccod motion, regarding grant of facilities for keeping arms for 
scU-protcction without a licence, Mr Humaynn Kabir reminded the Houfc of tlie 
comnion law prevailing in England where anybody and everybody could keep arms 
provided he had money He was of the opinion that India should take a les^^on in 
this respect from England Speaking on behalf of the Government Sir AT/ittaja 
Naztm*ud dm, Home Minister, said that the matter raised by Mr Kabir did not 
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directly concern the Provincnl Government Therefore, the Government would 
express no opinion on the meiits of the motion and they would remain neutral at 
the time of voting Ihey would, however, forward the resolution and the discussions 
thereon to the Government of India 

Both the motions were rejected by the House, the first by 15 votes to 23 and 
the second by 12 votes to IS, the Government lemaining neutral The Council then 
adjourned till the 12tb 

Shops & Establishments Bill (contd ) 

12th & 14th AUGUST —The Council took up for consideration on the 12th August 
the Bengal Shops and Establishments Bill clause by clause The Council adopted 
without discussion a Government motion excluding commercial establishments from 
the scope of the Bill Mr H S Suhraicardy^ Minister for Commerce and Labour, 
explained in this connection that the Government had not sufficient information at 
then disposal which would enable them to implement the paiticular clause of the 
Bill relating to the working houis in commercial establishments The Government, 
however, proposed to conduct an enquiry into the working hours of various kinds of 
commercial establishments in the province and after the enquiry had been concluded, 
the Minister proposed to bring forward an amending Bill in Slarch next year About 
eight clauses of the Bill were disposed of before the House adjourned till the next- 
day, the 14th August, when the Bill was passed Ihe Bill recen ed support fiom 
all sections of the House The Congress Party while welcoming the measure 
pointed out certain omission in the Bill regarding restiiction of working hours in 
commeicial establishments, and the fixation of a particular day in the week to be 
observed as a general holiday The House then adjounied till the 16th 

Nok-Mabtial & Maktial Classes 

16lh AUGUST — ^The abolition of the distinction between martial and non- 
maitial classes in India in regard to reciuitment m different sections of the Indian 
Army was niged in a nou-ofiicial resolution unanimously adopted to day The 
resolution, inter aha stated that an address be presented to His Excellency the 
Governor, through the President of the House, with a view to making a strong 
repiesentation to His Excellency the Viceroy and through him to His Blajesty’s 
Government m England urging the necessity for the abolition of the distinction 
The Home Minister, Sir Naztvniddin, said that this was one of the subjects for 
which the Prouncial Government were not responsible What they could do in 
this matter was to forwaid a copy of the proceedmgs to the Government of India 
The Home lilinistei regretted that Bengalees were not evincing much interest in 
taking advantage of the facilities for being recruited to the Army, Navy and 
Air Force 

Ihe House next rejected a non-official resolution moved by Mr Birendra Kishore 
Boy Choudhttry, urging that no official Bill evoking any communal or economic 
controversy should be mtioduced in eithei House of the Legislature 

Jute Eegulatiok Bill 

19th AUGUST — ^The Council to-day passed two official Bills, namely, the 
Bengal Jute Eegiilation (Amendment) Bill, 1940, and the Bengal Eevenue (Charged 
Expenditure) Bill, 1940 Ihese Bills had already been passed by the Bengal Assembly 
(Lower House) m the current session The object of the Bengal jute Eegulation 
(Amendment) Bill was to provide for a revision of the final record of lands, on which 
jute was grown, by the District Collectors for the purpose of correcting mistakes 
and omissions found by them or brought to their notice 

Legislature Disqualification Eemoval Bill 

22nd AUGUST — ^The Bengal Legislature (Eemoval of Disqualifications 
Amendment) Bill, 1940, as settled in the Lower House was passed by the Council 
to-day This was the only item that was before the House and it took the House 
a quaiter of an hour to consider the Bill The measuie sought to enable a member 
of either of the House of the Legislature to retain his seat even when he held 
a permanent office in His Majesty's Naval, Military or Air Forces in time of war 
for -any purpose connected with the internal security of Bengal Sir Btjoy Prasad 
Singh Roy was the member in charge of the Bill 

Non-official Bills 

23rd AUGUST 4 — Eleven non-official Bills were dealt with by the Council 
to-day Of those, one was tinder cousideiation, one was passed, one was 
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withdrawn, three were referred to select cominittees and fi\e were directed to be 

circulated to elicit public opinion t^h -.nin ix. 

Tile Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1910, ^ith tne 

amendments made by tbe Assembly to the Bengal Patni Taluks Rcgmation 
(Amendment) Bill, I9d9, ^as taken into consideration The Bengal Patni Taluks 
Regulation (Amendment) Bill 19o9, as settled in the Council iras passed 

Khan Bahadur Satyed Muazzainuddtn Hosavi (Coalition) withdrew the 
Bengal Water Hyacinth (Amendment) Bill, 1910 on an assurance by Mr 
Tamtziiddtn Khan, Minister for Agriculture and Industries, that Government 
would bring forviard a similar measure ^ , 

Two Bengal Land Revenue Bales (Amendment) Bills, 1940— one sponsored 
by Khan Bahadur Smyed Miiazzamuddni Hosatn (Coalition) and the other 

by Mr Kur Ahmed (Coalition) were referred to select committees as also the 
Public Peraands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1940, which too stood in the 
name of Mr Nur Ahmed ^ ‘ ,, « 

The Eastern Bengal and Assam Disorderly House (Amendment) Bill, lOiO, 
the Bengal Kon-Agricultural Tenanc> Bill, 1940, the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, and the Bengal Pnmarj Mucatioii (Amendment) Bill, 
1940, were directed to be circulated for eliciting public opinion 


Co opcRATn E Soermns Bill 

27ih AUGUST —The Council to day sat for ]nBt over an lionr The Bengal 
Alluvio I and Dilluvion (Amendment) Bill, Iming been passed the consideration 
of the Bengal Co-opcrati\e Societies Bill was taken np, After some amendments 
had been disposed of, the President, Mr S C MitrCf announced that as Govern- 
ment wanted time to consider the remaining amendments the Council would bo 
postponed till Wednesday There were 715 amendments to the Bill, of winch 23 
were dealt with Of thc^c one was earned two stood ovci, three were lost and 
the remainder were not moved 


PriMApy Eouemo'? ik Bengal 

30th AUGUST —A non-ofTicial resolution urging that an additional sum of 
one crorc of Rupees be set apart by the Government of Bengal in the course 
of five jears for the expansion and improvement of primar> education in Bengal 
was adopted to day without n division Speaking on the resolution which was 
moved by a member of the Coalition Partj Sir Bijoy Prosad Stngh Roy, Revenue 
Minister, said that the Government had everj sjmpathj with the spirit underhing 
the resolution but there were practical difficulties in the waj of accepting tbe ^ 
resolution as it stood He asked the mover to withdraw the resolution which 
the latter, however, declined to do, and the resolution was adopted bj tbe House 
without a division 

The House next rejected by 24 votes to 13 a resolution moved b\ a scheduled 
caste member of the Congress Part^ urging that an annual rccumnp grant of 
five lakhs of rupees be sanctioned by the Government of Bengal for tne spread of 
education among tne scheduled castes in the province 

Smr-BoiLDiNG Inbdstp\ nc Bengal 


6Ui SEPTESIBER — A non-official resolution asking the Government of Bengal 
to move the Government of india to establish as early as possible a ship-building 
Jndustrv m Bengal was passed to day All parties and groups *in the House excep- 
ting the European Group supported the resolution which was moved by Air Laltt 
Chandra Las (Congress) The European Group objected to the rcsofution on the 
ground that in the resolution ‘racial complexities” had been introduced, namely that 
the assistance which the Government was asked to give the ship building industry 
was sought to be limited to companies formed by Indians Speaking on tLc resolu- 
tion, Mr AT S Suhranardy, Minister of Labour and Commerce, said that 4he 
Government had every sympathy with the spirit underlying it He referred to the^ 
recent attempt that was made to establish a sbip-building industry in Calcutta by 
the Scindia Steam Navigation Company He said that the Commerce ^lernbcr of 
the Government of India recently had come to Calcutta to find out wliethcr certain 
industries could be established in Calcutta because the place had some natural 
advantages which no other port in India had IJnfortunntel}, however, there aro^e 
some difh cult ms owing to which Calcutta was not selected for the ship building 
industry During the negotiations, the Minister remarked, the Bengal Government 
were not consulted but thej learnt later ^ that the Scindia Steam Navigation 
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Company had decided upon Vizagapatam Had they been given an opportunity the 
Government would have tried then best to keep the industry in Calcutta 

Allocation op Reyentjes 

13th SEPTEMBER ^A resolution urging the modification of the Government 
of India Order, 1936, ensuiing allocation to Bengal hei due share of Central 
revenues accruing fiom any tax on income other than the agncultuial income was 
unanimously adopted to day Speaking on the resolution the Pinance Minister 
drew a gloomy picture of the financial position of the province and remarked that 
there was very little doubt of tbeir facing considerable deficits m the coming year If 
the barest ]UBtice bad to be accoided to Bengal, he added, earliest steps should be 
taken to reverse the present amendment 

Co-operative Societies Bill (contd ) 

28th AUG to 19th SEPT —Consideration of the Co-opeiative Societies Bill was 
resumed to-day The Opposition attack was mainly concentiated on clause 9 of the 
measure relating to the appointment of Registrar of Co Operative Societies Mr 
Humayun Kahn^s amendment was pressed to a division and lost by 26 votes to 14 
The European party did not participate in the voting The Council then adjourned till 
the 2nd September when it made good piogress with the consideration of the Bill, 
and disposed of a laige number of amendments to clauses 9 to 29 The clauses 
were agreed to with modifications of a minor chaiactei The House sat an hour 
later than the usual time Next day, the 3rd September, further 
progiess was made when clauses 30 to 50 were passed with modifications of a minor 
charactei Clause 47, however, was held hack for consideration by Government 
The discussion was lathei dull and failed to evoke any interest There were a 
large number of amendments to different clauses of the bill Most of them stood 
in the name of the Coalition Party membeis but a very few of them were moved 
The Opposition moved amendments suggesting changes which weie all lejected The 
House adjourned till the next day, the 4th September, when it disposed of 
a few of the amendments to clauses 51 to 58 When clause 59 of the Bill was taken 
up, the President, Mr S Q Mttteu said that as Go^e^nment were not ready with 
the fuithei progiess of the Bill he would adjourn the House for the day Next da>, 
the 5th September,^ the House disposed of a number of amendments to clauses 
to^ 74 clauses were agreed to by the House uith modifications of a minor 

chaiacter On the 9th September, the Council loted down the proposals of the 
Oppo'^ition to make audit independent of the Registrar and to place it under the 
control of an entirely separate body In reply to the debate the Hon Mr AT R 
MttlUck stated that the Government had already taken steps to separate audit so 
far as the Central Banks were concerned But, he informed the House, that with 
regard to the village societies it was not only a huge problem but also an impossible 
task for Government to undeitake Mr Mullick also stated that in no other 
province of India had audit been taken out of the hands of the Registrar Further, 
he added, the general administration of the society would be carried out by the 
non-official jnanaging committees and therefore no question arose as fo the over- 
lapping of the administration with the Audit Department The House then 
disposed of a number of amendments to clauses 75 to 82 The clauses were 
agreed to with modifications of a minor character Next day, the 10th 
September, the only clause on which some discussion took place 
was danse 98 which read, ‘*if any sum due as an instalment 01 part of an instal- 
ment payable under a mortgage rn favour of a co-opeiative land mortgage bank 
has remained unpaid for moie than one month from the date on which it fell 
due, the bank may, in addition to any other remedy available to it, apply to the 
Registrar for the recovery of such sum by distraint and sale of the produce of the 
mortgaged land, including the standing crops thereon ” Mr Kavnm Kumar Dntta^ 
Leader of the Opposition, by an amendment urged that the clause be omitted He 
characterized it as a drastic measure and appiehended that ifc would cause great 
hardship to the poor ryots The amendment was pressed to a division and nega- 
tived by 24 votes to 13 Khan Bahadur Saiyad Miiazzamuddin Hosain (Coalition) 
suggested by another amendment to the clause that not more than half the produce 
of the mortgaged land should be attached for the purpose The amendment was 
accepted by the Minister and carried by the House without any opposition The 
(jouncil then adourned till the 11th September, when it disposed of 23 more 
clauses of the Bill Only a few clauses of the Bill were left for consideration An 
important clause of the Bill, clause 126, had been held back for consideration on 
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Account of difiercnre of opinion nmon;; the members in re?;'\rd to the interpretation 
of It The dinicult\ aro=c as to whether the clause rcalh intended to give retios- 
pective effect of the measure or not Di^’ergent views ^\erc C' pressed on the point 
as the members could no*^ come to a decision and the clause uas held bach for consider- 
ation The House then adjourned till the 12th September when it 
concluded the consideration of all the amendments to the rest of the clauses of the 
Bill, and the clauses rere agreed to with certain modifications Onl> a few amend- 
mcntF to the schedules of the Bill were pending consideration Iherc was a certain 
amount of discussion over an amendment of the Conpress ParU to a druse that 
gave power to Government to frame rules for the purpose of this Art Mr Kammi 
Kumar Dutta, Leader of the Opposition, suggested h\ moving the amendment that 
rulrs framed b\ Government should have the approval of the Legislature Mr 
3)uUa said that the Act -jtself had been of Fa^icist chaiacter and it would be made 
more Fisrist if thev gave power to the Executive without this power of rule-making 
being subjected to the approval of the Legi'^latiirc Mr Dutta was sui)portGd by 
ihc Raja Bahadur of Kashtpur dnd Laht Chandra Da^ 111 e lion Mr if B 
Mullicl opposed the amendment lie sud that rules that would be framed could 
not be inconsistent with the principles underlying the Act It would be mere 
waste of time, he added, for the House to go into the details of the rule The 
amendment wns rejected, 1*3 voting for 2G against Ihe HoubC then adjourned till 
the 18th September when the thud reading of the Bill was taken up Mr Ranjit 
Pal Chotedhury (Congrc'^s) cbanctenrcd the 1001*^1110 as a clever, future, elect lon- 
dcvicc, a well-laid plan and programme for fighting the coming election by their 
ministers IMr J B Icadei of the Luropean Putj, sounded a note of 

warning that the Ciovcinmcnt shonld choose the right man as the Rcitistrar regard- 
less of communal or other extraneous considerations Khan Bahadur Syed 
Muazzcmt ddin Ho^^sain (Colilion) rem ir^ cd that they found then Hon Minister 
in charge of the bill more obstinate and iinrca«onalbe than the European burcau- 
ciac\, as he would not allow any amendment of even party members however 
reasonable that might be unless ajiproved bv the department head Next div 
the ICth September Mr .V B Mullick Minwter foi Co operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness, in clo'^ing the debate repudiated the suggc'^lion that the Bill bad been 
actuated by any dictatorial motive and remarked that Government had tried to 
meet existing difiicultic^i and to put the co operative movement on a sound ba*=i6 Tn^ 
order to put a stop to corrupt piacticcs the Bill provided that loans must be used 
for the pnrpo'ic for winch thc\ were taken He assured members that so long as 
the present Government was m power, all possible steps would be taken to keep 
all the Sernres free from corruption 'lurning to remarks of Mr Ross, the 
Munster said that It was within the province of everv member to suggest what course 
should be adopted to improve a measure of this kind But it was rather unkind 
for Mr Ro^s to say that there were many drafting defects and that the Bill was 
slipshod Mr Ross and his Party should have suggested amendments to improve 
the wording of those provisions which thev considered faulty ? The Bill was 
parsed 

On the motion of Mr Tamxzuddin Khan Minister for Agriculture and Indus- 
tries, the Bengal Water Hyacinth (Amendment) Bill v^as taken into consideration, 
whereafter the House was prorogunl 


Winter Session — Calcutta— 9th to 12th December 1940 

V> ATER Hwcinth Amend Bill 1040 

The Winter Session of the Council commenced on the Olh December 1940 
The House took up the cou'^ideration clause by clause of the Bengal Water Inacinth 
(Amendment) Bill 1040, introduced by the Hon Mr Tamxznddin Khan, Munstet 
for Agiicultuic at the last secsion of the Council Ibe Bill sought to enable 
Collectors or Authorised Ofilcers to jirepare schemes, male estimates of the cost 
and carry out the work of construction and maintenance of fences and barriers 
etc, that might be required to prevent the influx and divert the movement of water 
Inacinth in afiected areas Ihe Bill also authorised the Collector or Authorised 
(Mficers to recover^ the cost proportionately from the persons benefitted Mr 
Humayun Kahir (Krishak Proji) m welcoming the measure cxprc^^cd the opinion that 
certain further improvements on the provisions of the Bill were ncce*:sarv Ho 
drew the attention of the Minister in Charge to the increase in the rate of ^ amount 
21 
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from SIX annas two pice to Rs 3-8-0 per acre, charged to the cultivator as cost 
The result had been, he said, that the cultivators refused to pay the amount and the 
work m this connexion suffered heavily Secondly, Mr Kabir said the Collector 
had been made the sole authonty regarding the operation of this Bill when passed 
into Act Mr Kabir suggested that officers of the Public Woiks and Irrigation 
Department were more conversant with the problems of water-hyacinth and they 
should be entrusted with the woik Mr Kabir also suggested that the cost should be 
recovered only from those cultivators or persons involved who would accrue benefit 
from the operation of water-hyacinth scheme The Hon Mr Tai/nzuddm K/mn, replying, 
stated that after mature consideration Government had come to the conclusion that 
the Collector was the most appropnate peison to deal with this matter So far as 
other suggestions were concerned Mr Khan said that Government would consider 
the constructive adMce given by Mr Kabir The House adopted two amendments 
of formal chaiacter moved by the Government Whip The third reading of the 
Bill was taken up on the next day, the 10th December, when the Bill was passed 
The Minister thanked the members for allo\Mng the measure to be passed without 
any opposition and pointed out that the Bill as it now stood, would be more 
useful m aealing with the problem of water-hyacinth He assured the members 
that steps would be taken to see that the schemes were executed at as cheap a 
cost as possible. 

Dismantling of Railway Line 

12th DECEMBER —The situation created by the alleged failure of the 
Government to properly represent to the India Government about the loss hardship 
and inconvenience caused to the public and the trading interests in the country 
by the proposed suspension of the Kalukhali-Bhatiapara railway line in Fairdpnr 
district, was discussed to-day on an adjournment motion by Mr ffzimajjnn 
Kabir Explaining the Government position, the Re^euue Minister, Sir Btjoy 
Trasad Stngh Boy, said that as soon as the Bengal Government received information 
regarding the Government of India’s proposal, thev made a strong protest Several 
Ministers of the Government, he added, had also waited on the Jlember m Charge 
of Communications, Government of India, in this connection, but the latter had 
already made up their mind Mr Kabii, the mover, did not ultimately press 
the tootion ’ ^ 

^ Official Bills Passed 

- The Council to-day passed three-Government bills, namely, the Bengal Local 
Census Expenses Contiibution Bill, the Bengal Legislature (Removal of Die 
qualifications Amendment) Bill, and the Bengal Riiial Pooi and Unemployed 
Relief (Amendment) Bill The Council also agreed to the recommendations of His 
Excellency the Governor with regard to the Bengal lenaucy Amendment Bill The 
House at this stage was prorogued 



The Punjab Legislative Assembly 

Secret session — Lahore — 15th July 1940 

Communist Munaci: in thh Ptomnce 


The first secret session in the history of Indnn Legit^laturcs comincnced 
at Lahore on the 15lh July 1940 rvhen the Punjab Legislntnc Asseniblj 
by 91 voles to 48 accepted the motion of the Premier that the day’s 
proceedings be held in camera fcorac amendments to the motion for secret 
session had been tabled by the Opposition but the Speaker ruled that the 

motion could not be debated upon or amended Chandhri Knshna Gopal 
DutU Deputy Leader of the Congress Party, Duian Chamanlal, I\Ir Bhtmiycn 
Sacher and others raised points of order BUggesling that amendments could be 
moved Ch Knshna Oopal Dutt said that the rules of the Punjab Assembly 

Merc diflerent from those by which the Hourc of Commons was governed lie 
pointed out that there was no provision for a secret session in the Punjab 

Assembly Kiiles If, honever, the motion had been admitted, he urged that 
amendments should also be allowed Ihe 8pea/er said that though the Punjab 
Assembly Pules were silent on the point the procedure that was being adopted 
was not inconsistent with their rules Mr Bhvnsen Sachci (Congress) said that 
the Chair had the right to exclude strangers and the Premier’s motion, therefore, 
was an encroachment on the authority of the Chair It was also ultra tires of 
the GoNernment of India Act The SpeaLer, however, held that the motion was 
m order Mahk Bari at Alt, (Muslim League) suppoi ted the Congress point of 
MCw saying that the rules of the House did not proMde foi putting a motion 

without any debate or amendment The rules in England were uifTercnt Sardar 
Sampuran Singly Leader of the Opposition, elucidated the difference between the 
fepcaker exercising his authority to ask strangers to withdraw and the House 
deciding to go into a secret session on the motion of the Premier He said m tho 
former case the proceedings would be recorded and the members would ha\c the 
right to divulge the proceedings whereas in the latter case no proceedings could 
be recorded and the members would perhaps be bound not to <li\ulge the 
proceedings He requested the Speaker to exercise his authority instead of leaMng 
the matter to the Bouse The Spealer^ however, maintained his original ruling 
and put the motion to the vote of the House which was carried by 21 to 48 
votes The press was then asked to withdraw and the House went into the 
secret session 

At the outset, the Speaker announced that he had received notices jof 22 
adjournment motions Out of these, he said, cleien were covered by the subject^ 
matter of the official resolution to be discussed to day in the secret session and 
therefore could not be moved Ten motions relating to the recent happenings 
at Sargodha and other local matters were ruled out of order 

The twenty second motion standing in the name of MalxL Bar} at Alt 
(Musbra League) propo'^ed to discuss the imposilion of punitive police in the 
walled portion of Lahore Tlie Spea! cr held this motion in order but in view 
of the lact that this extraordinary session of the Assembly had been called for 
discussing a specific matter of great importance, he said he would defer the motion 
to the next ordinary session of the Assembh on the understanding that he would 
not object to the motion on the ground of absence or urgency 


Siu SiKANDAT H\at Khan’s SPLrcn 

A report of the proceedings of the secret session of the House was issued 
under the aulbority of the Speaker qhc Premier moved the following resolution — 
“This Assembly records Us approval of the action taken by the Government 
to preserve the peace of the province and trusts that it vi ill continue to keen a 
vigilant watch over the activities of rersons engaged in subversne movements 
calculated to disturb the public tranquillily, and will when nccescnrv, fake effective 

action against them, the preservation of peace and maintenance of law and order 
being of supreme importance at this juncture m the interest of the safety nml 
integrity of the country and by reason of the strategical position of the Puinab 
and the large proportion of recruits which it provides for the Indian army ” 
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Kefening to the question of the Communist menace to the internal pence 
and security of India, paiticularly the Punjab, and whether it is merelv a bof»-ey 
created by the Punjab Government as an excuse foi taking action against certain 
members of the Congress, the Piemiei said that it would not peihaps be inopportune 
to direct the attention of the public to a few quotations from the public pi ess as 
well as from certain seciet Communist publications m the country which threw 
a flood of light on the questions The quotations would give an unbiassed student 
of Indian politics a sufiiciently clear indication of the existence of an active 
skilfully directed and determined intei-piovincial movement in India, which deined 
its inspiration from abroad and aimed at creating uidespiead disoider to be 
followed by a violent revolution m the countiy The quotations would also indicate 

that the strategic plan of the Communist wolf to don the clothings of the Congress 

its sheep— had not deceived some of the foremost Congress leaders 

As legards the lecent oideis of the Punjab Goveimneiit for the detention of 
certain Communist workeis, the \yoiking Committee of the Punjab Congress the 
Premier pointed out, had taken it upon itself to cxiticise the ban on the Indian 
Communist Party The public might, he said, be leminded in this connection 
that some of the Congress leaders, uho had shouldeied the lesponsibihties of the 
administiation, had taken a very diffeient view of this ban In Febriiaiy, 1939^ 
the Cougiess Government in Bombay were asked on the floor of the Legislature 
if they would recommend to the Goveinment of India to leinove the ban 'ihe 
reply was that they did not consider it in the inteiest of the public to make such 
a recommendation On Maich 17, 1939, the hon Mr K M Munsln, a Minister 
in the same Government, found occasion to expiess moie vigoiously bis views 
about Communist activity in his piovince A few months eailier than in Bombay, 
the Congress Goveinment in Madias had found it necessaiy to issue an official 
communique calling the attention of the public to the dangeious chaiacter of 
Communist actnity in that province Moie instances, obsened the Piemier, could 
be given to show that Communist activity on those lines had foiced itself fiom 
time to time on the attention of almost eveiy Provincial Goveinment in India, 
whatever the political complexion of the Government might have been 

The Premier then referred to the Communist technique in India and said that 
an interesting pait of it had been to woik as fai as possible through the Congiess 
organisation Believing in ideals and methods wholly opposed to those of the 
Congress, they had yet no sciuples against singing the Congiess pledge with a 
vievY to using the oiganisation and platform of a recognised political party for 
the furtherance of their own piogiamme Some of the foremost Congiess leadeis 
saw this and publicly warned Congiessmen against what was happening 

Two quotations, pointed out the Piemiei, should sufbce to show this The 
first was from a public statement by Mr JauhailaJ Nehui himself who said, 
“There are a few, somewhat new to the Congress, who while appaiently agreeing, 
plan difierently Uhey realise that theie can be no national and nationwide move- 
ment, except through the Congress All else would be adventuiism They want, 
therefoie, to utilise the Congress and at the same time to bieak thiongh it m 
directions which aie opposed to Congiess policy The proposed technique is to 
embed themselves in the Congiess and then to undermine its basic cieed and 
method In particulni, the continuance of the technique of non-violence is to be 
combated not obviously and patently, but insidiously and fiom within ’’ 

In March 1939, the Premier continued Pandit K D Malaviya who, a short 
while ago, had been the Secretar 5 of the U P Provincial Congress Committee, 
issued a public statement drawing attention to the class of men ‘ who are jouiing 
the Congress in the name of radicalism or socialism ” 

Sii^Sikandei Hyat then lefeiied to how the war had apparently quickened the 
pace of Communist activity in the various provinces of India, particularly the 
Punjab The Communists in the Punjab — and no doubt in other piovinces — had 
been telling one anothei in their seciefc cnculnr letters and illegal news-sheets and 
preaching to others that the present was the most op] oitune time for trying all 
those methods which weie intended by them to bung about a violent revolution 
in the country and the establishment of an Indian Soviet lepuhhc with the help of 
Foreign Powers An illegal news-sheet, which claimed to be the official organ of 
the Punjab branch of the Thud International, copies of which had come to the 
notice of the Government had, for instance, the following in its issue of May last 
*Tt <is time that Indians rose to the occasion and following an oiganised political 
programme launched a war against the British Government The first strategy in 
this connection would be to have mass strikes in big factoiies and a simultane- 
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ous no*tflS and no-rent campaipn Tins mil result in the dislocation of indus- 

trie*; and the means of transrortaiion Tlicse fctrdeB 'snll bring milnons oi m^n in 
ibe field against the Goicrnment, rendering its forces and machineiy inctTcctivc 
An attack on the military ind police po^ts by the national gnaid in rural as *tell <is 
nrlian areas irill deal a ee\rre blo"* to the administration ‘It is hovrcTcr, pro* 
posed” proceeds the neirs^shcct, ‘to utilise a possible Conpicss f^atyagraha mo emrnt 
tor putting the abo\e programme into cficct ” An article in the same issue said 
‘ Fatva^^raha is a ireapon of the treal and cannot be cfTecUie for achieving inotpenu* 
cnce §tiU, instead of showing hostility to fcatyograhis, the Communists should 
endeavour to create circumstances under whicli the Conpre^s might be forced to 

declare war throughout India As soon as this is done, the Cornmnni^-ls aviU be 

in the forefront of this war and bv their organising genius and strategic ability 
turn the Congress to their own purpose ” 

The Premier explained that lhe=e quotations had been gnen onh to indicate 
the trend of Comrauniqt actnity in the Punjab "Jhc} wcic, b> no me ms the moat 
poisonous parts of the secret literature iiluch iia®^ being circulated in the proiince 
rsor had Communist activity in the Punjab boen confined to secret pam} hjeteenng 
8ii fedander roaintainc'd that the Punjab Go\ernment uouldhaie been failing 
in what was their first and foremost dut% towards the proiincc at the present 
stage if thc^ had not talen the necessary action to control and suppiess this under- 
ground activity which was assuming menacing proportion « Uhc maintaining of 
proper contacts with an underground mo\ement of this n iture and the obtaining 
of correct information about them wcic a delicate but im} ort uit part of the icbpon- 
Eibihties of the admini«?tration, with which the electorate of the proMucc bid 
charged the present Government It would defeat the bc«t intercbts of tlie 
proMiice if, in dealing with Communist actuiU, the Goitrnment were to do 
anything which might throw out of gear the maclnnerj through winch tbev were 
able to maintain Ihcir watch on it * * 

[I he Premier concluded bj sajing that the Go^e^nmcnt would^ ho rover a^^suro 
nil sections of the public that in the ca«e of e\cr% indiiidual i lio=e detention 
without trial had been ordered, the Goicnimcnt had fulh satisfied iliein^tiies 
after considering the a\ailabic information that the induidual had been actiith 
connected with a suincrsiic movement, the nature of i Inch was ampla indicated 
bj the abo^e quotations The Government further wished to assure "nil peacc- 
loMPg and law abiding citizens of the provinrc that a \igilant watch was being kept 
on all fiubiersiic tendencies in the province and that thc^ Goiernmcnt were deter- 
mined not to let those tendencies dibturb peace and order in the proiinco 

A debate followed in which the following members took part Fanlar Fani- 
purau Fingb, Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt Mian Iftikliar-ud-Din, Mmii Abdul 
Azfz, Dm an Chamankal and Dr Muhammad Alam 

liic Premier made a brief reply after which the motion was put and earned 


Winter Session — Lahore— 22nd Nov to 16th Dec 1940 

C^rMI^AL Laov Amfnd Biil 

Ihe IVinter sc'^cion of the Punjab Legislative Asccmbly comn ou'^cd at T^Lore 
on the 22d(1 hovembfr IO 4 O, and passed b) 70 \otcs to 28 the third reading' of the 
Ihinjab Cnminal Law ('rccond Amendment) Bill, which evtend^ for a ""further 
peiicd of file vcnis, the Punjab Cnminal Law Amendment A t due to 

expire on ^o^ ember dO, 1940 Uhe Congress Parta oppo^^ed the Pull, m untainim^ 
that the Act bid been mi^^used in the past, and that no terronst moiunen't 
existed in iJic pi ovnicc Mir Magbool I'ahvtUdf J’arlnmcntan Fccretar% fo the 
Premier, «nid that ns mam as 370 arrests wcie made under the Act by the Con- 
gress MiniBtrv in Madras within a short span of three months wherca^: notTnore 
than one fourth of that number had been made in the Punjab in foifr^ea-« 
Chaudhrv Kntfno Ooral Dutt Deputv Lc-der of (he Opi osition ^aui that Mr 
Lajappalaihari s actmn in using the Criminal Law Amendment Act 1 •'d been 
openh condemned Bcphing to the debate the Prenur paid a tribute to die 
rcaliam of Mr l.ajapopnlachan nnd cjikI tbal his action had been iiflidd h% 
Mahatma Gandhi Jhc Piemicr added (Imt if the Congrc'o faaderdiir. had liecn 
in xMr BapRopnlachnn’s hands the Conpc«s would not be ircadin!, the rttli tt at as 
dottiK to daj 'Jhc I-remicr n^nircd the Hou^c th it rtiion under this Act \ o^ild 
be taken onl} if Government were forced to do so ' 



1G6 THE PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ lahoee-- 

Tax on IJeban Pbopeety Bill 

29tb NOVEMBER — Str Stkander Hyat Khan the Premier, introduced to day 
the Punjab Urban Immovable Propeity Tax Bill and moved for its reference 
to a Select Committee Ihe B 11 sought to levy a tax at the maximum 
late of one pei cent on the capital value of buildings and lands in urban aieas, 
with certain exemptions Ihe Bill, however, empoweied the Provincial Government 
to levy, m addition, a surchaige not exceeding one half of the oiiginal tax during 
the continuance of the piesent war and foi a period not exceeding twehe montfi 
aftei the teimination thereof Ihis war suicbaige will only be used foi expenditure 
on matters connected with the piesent wai Ihe Piemier said that he was moving 
the Bill on the lecommendation of H E the Governor and indicated that in the 
first year the tax might be levied at the nominal rate of one quaiter of one per 
cent of the capital value and might not be imposed on all towns mentioned in 
the schedule Mi C Kislma Gopal Diitt, Deputy Leader of the Congress Party, 
requested the Premier, since it was the last day foi the Congress Paity to attend 
the session, to give the Congress membeis an oppoitunity to express then views 
on the measure before they withdrew The Premier appealed to the Co^giess 
Party to do then duty to then constituencies and stay on in the house when 
such important measures were coming before it instead of starting on a quest 
after a wilLo’-the-wisp The Piemier explained at length the reasons ^^hlch 
piorapted the Goveinment to bung foiwaid the Bill before the House Jhe 
proposed tax Bould tend to produce a moie equitable adjustment of the burden 
of taxation over the whole population of the Pzovince He recognised that the 
urban classes were pacing income-tax, but those whose income was below Ps 
2,000 weie entiiely exempted fiom the tax wheieas the rural classes, in addition 
to the land revenue, had to pay local rates, the chowkidhar tax, the haisivat tax 
and the piofessional tax Thus the taxes in urban aieas were not only comparatively 
light, but the people weie enjoying all amenities of life The Government had 
decided to bung the piesent measure befoie the House after the matiuest 
consideiation and after a thoiough examination of its effects by their Economic 
Adviser The Piemier pointed out that if the House so desired he would anange 
for examining the possibility of levying a window tax and a hearth tax provided 
in the Goveinment of India Act, as an alternative to the present tax 

Eemoval of Disqualitication Bill 

Earlier, the House passed the Punjab Legislative Assembly Eemoval of 
Disqualifications (Amendment) Bill, which enabled woiking lailwaymeu and 
Goveinment labourers to be elected to the Punjab Assembly from the trade union 
labour constituency 

Capital Value or Buildings 

3rd DECEMBER — The question whether it was within the competence of 
provincial legislature to levy a tax on the capital value of buildings and land as 
provided in the Urban Immovable Propeity Tax Bill, was discussed for over 
two hours this afternoon on a point of order raised by Eai Bahadur Mnkandlal 
Piiri Mr Pun said that the taxation of capital value was the exclusive cogni- 
zance of the Federal Legislature as lard down in Item 55 of the Federal List 
Mr Pun asked the ruling of the Chair whethei the House could proceed with 
further discussion of the Bill Sir Stkanda7 Hijat Khan^ the Premier, pointed 
out that it was intended to levy a tax on the rateable value and they were perfectly 
within then right to levy such a tax If, howe^er, the members thought that 
the method followed in Bombay was better, he was willing to meet them Ihe 
matter could be further discussed in the Select Committee Various lawyer-members 
of the House paiticipated in the discussion expxessing conflicting views Mr 
Manoharlal^ Finance Minister, explaining the legal position, pointed out that no 
capital levy ^^as contemplated It was merely a method of assessment and the 
Punjab Goveinment wish to carry forward its legitimate power of imposing tax 
on land and buildings Mr Sleem^ the Advocate-General, said that if the matter 
was doubtful, it could be decided by the Federal Couit At one stage, during the 
discussion the ^ Speaker indicated that he might have to throw out the Bill, but 
after listening to the aiguments of both sides, he held that in view of the fact that 
the question was difiicult and important he would stick to his established principle 
of npt curtailing the jurisdiction of the House He therefore, held that the House 
would proceed with the BiH 
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Nox-OFriciAL Bills 

5th DECEMBER —The Afiscmbly disposed of 31 non-ofhcinl Bills to day of 
which 26 were either rejected or not moved, as they stood in the name of Conf^rcss 
mcmbcrB Ihrcc new Bills, nameL, the foikh Gurdwaras Amendment Bill, the 
Punjab Suppression of Immoral Iraffio Amendment Bill and the Colonisation of 
Go\crnracnt Lands (Punjal) Amendment) Bill, were introduced The Punjab 
Hindu Charitable and Eeligious Endowments Bill was circulated for eliciting public 
opinion and the Female Singers Prohibition Bill was referred to a select committee 

Tbd PriMAP\ Educvtiok Bhl 

Oth 10th DECEMBER —The policy of the Punjab Government regarding the 
question of languages and scripts was defined by Sir Sil andcr Hyat Khan the 
l^rcmicr, during the discussion on the Primary Education Bill which was piloted hy 
Mtan Abdul JlayCf the Education I^linistcr The Premier said that immediately 
after coming into power, the present Government issued a written declaration that, 
where communal matters were concerned, the Government would adhere to the 
status quo in the absence of any reasonable agreement among the communities 
If, however, an agreement was arrived at, the Government would he onh too 
happy to give effect to it E'tpressing his personal views, feir feikander Hyat Khan 
said that if India wanted to become one nation, it was essential that they must 
have a common national language The Muslims had been calling it Urdu, the 
Hindus Hindi and the Congress politicians had named it Hindustani It was onl> 
a question of name and so long as the basic language was the same, the name 
did not matter The Prcmiei e'tpicssed the view that they must liavc biinplc 
Uidu as the national language of India The real difiiculty, he said, was the 
script, and it was not insurmountable benpt was merely a mechanioal device to 
convey the meaning Refcinng to tiie provincial sphere, Sir Sikandci sud that 
there should be a lingua ft anr a in c\ei 3 province, ocsidcs the provincial language 
So far as the Punjab was conceuied, Urdu was spoken and understood throughout 
the province He pointed out that in matters like these, common methods had 
to be devised by mutual understanding and not super imposed If a conference 
wcic convened by the Opposition members for this purpose, he, as well as the 
Minister of iMlucation, would be glad to help them Repljing to the criticisms 
against the Bill, the Premier said that no girls were being compelled (o learn 
Urdu There would be Hindi schools as well as Gurmukhi schools He 
emphasised that the Government were moie jealously and scrupulously safeguarding 
the rights of the minoiities than Governments in other provinces He xcfericd m 
particular to the Wardha scheme which, he said, had been thrust on the minorities 
in spite of then piotcsts Concluding, the Premier said that the present was the 
lime to bring the communities together, and he wished that the attempt which 
was being made at present to bring about unity would succeed He hoped that 
the Punjab in this matter would not lag behind but give a lead to the other 
pi evinces The IIouBe passed clause three of the Bill, which lajs down that anv 
local authority ma> by a two third majority, resolve that primary education slinll 
be compulsory within the local area concerned Next da>, the lOtli December, 
the AssembL pas*5cd the third reading of the Bill, which provided for the 
compulsorj^ attendance of childieu at primarj schools The Bill had been on the 
legislative anvil for about three years, in the course of which it was twice referred 
to select committees Rapid progress was made with the clauses and there was no 
debate on the third reading The sitting lasted about an hour 

Urcak Pkopertx Ta\ Bill (co^TD) 

11 Ih to 13lb DECEMBER — Tlic Assemblv after a four hours’ debate, agreed to take 
into consideration on the llih Dec the Punjab Urban Immovable Propcrlv Tax Bill as 
reported bv the select committee A motion for circulation of the measure as vvell as 
amotion to recommit the Bill to a select committee were rejected without a duicion 
Rephing to tlic debate Sir 4^Kandcr Hyat Khan, the Premier ^^aid that In« 
lifitFonnl view was that m cases where buildings are realij vacant, rebate should 
be allowed and the combined taxation on property should not exceed 23 per cent 
of the annual value He indicated that at the maximum rate proro-cd in iho 
Bill, the yield would be approximatelv Rs 96 lakhs As regards the pitch of 
taxation, the Premier said that, after allowing for deductions provided for in the 
Bill, tlic actual pitch would be II per cent of the annual value He however 
pointed out that in the first instance, they would Icvj tax at the rate of 10 ner 
cent of the annual value and concentrate on big cities only The Premier explained 
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that the Bill had been brought foiwaid with the dual pin pose of ineetint^ 
the incicasing expendibaie on benefacent activities and to give pronor 
tionate lelief to the poor i>ots, in accordance with the pledge repeat^lv 
given on the floor of the House Next da\, the 12 th December, the House 
after a whole day’s debate, rejected, without division, a non-ofhcial amendment 
seeking to fix the maximum rate of taxation at 10 per cent of the annual value 
instead of 20 per cent Sir Gokiilchand A^ara7i^ a formei Minister and others 
supported the amendment Eepljing to the debate, Sir Stkander Hyat Khan the 
Premier, reiterated the assurance that, at the outset, the rate of taxation would not 
exceed 10 per cent, but if the Opposition members, as a result of fnendly discussion 
convinced him that it was excessive, he Mould examine the possibility of reducin^^ 
it to about 7J pel cent The amendment was moved by Rat Bahadur Sohanlal 
(Munsteiialist) and suppoited by thiee otbei membeis of the Ministerialist Paity 
and four membeis of the Independent Part^ Nextda^ the 13th December, the House 
passed the two main contioveisial clauses of the Bill One of these fixes the 
maximum rate of taxation at 20 pei cent of the annual value and empoweis the 
PiOMiicial Goieinment to leiy a 50 per cent suichaxge for war piu poses during the 
continuance of the piesent state of war and for a period not exceeding twelve 
months aftei its termination The othei clause exempts buildings and lands the 
annual lalue of Mhich does not exceed Rs dOO in Lahore and bimla and Rs 240 m 
other areas Exemptions are also provided for buildings and lands used exclusuely 
for public worship or public charity including hospitals, oiphanages and alms- 
houses and such buildimrs and lands used for the purposes of a factory as mav be 
prescribed Sir Wtlltam Robcits a European member, sought to reduce the sur- 
charge for war purposes from 50 to 25 per cent While agieeing that the suichaige 
was justified by the piesent emeigencv, Sir 'William pleaded that the Government 
should start with a lower percentage Sir Si\andci Hyat Khan pointed out that the 
actual surcharge, according to the undertaking given by him, would not exceed 5 
pel cent in the beginning He hoped that the war would not last inoie than three 
years but if it did, the suichaige would have to be raised Ihe Piemier said that 
in the present emergency the people of England had voluntarily suiiendeied to the 
Government the right to take away then entire property, and he expected the urban 
classes in the Panjrb to do then duty The luial classes were already contiibuting 
then mite H, however the latter shirked then duty at any stage, a similar tax or 
even a heavier one would be imposed on them The Premier explained that the 
danger,, was real and near, and thej felt secure because of the might of the 
British navy and ‘^iniy 

Recruitment of Army Cadets 

16th DECEMBER —Ihe Assembly to day discussed a non-ofiicial resolution 
recommending to the Government to urge on the Army Department of India the 
Mtal importance of xeciiuting the bulk of their cadets, both for the ordinary and 
emeigenc} commissions, from the ranks of the ‘‘enlisted” classes Khan Bahadur 
Mxishiaq Ahmad Gurmani, Parliamentary Secretaiy to the Education Minister, moved 
an amendment to the effect that cadets both for ordinary and emergency Commissions 
should he recruited from different classes in the same proportion in which they 
are represented in the ranks of His Majesty’s Indian Defence forces The resolution 
was suppoited by about a dozen members and opposed by thiee including Sir Gokul 
Chand Naiang, foimer Minister Sir Gokul Chand Naiang said that in modern 
warfare what really counted was brain and not brawn He strongly criticised the 
artificial distinction between martial and non -martial classes in India and thought 
that any body who received good training could become a good fighter Replying 
to the debate, Major Khxzar Hay at Khan Minister, P W D , maintained that the 
distinction between martial and non-mar tial classes had exisied in this country 
since the time of Mann The present war however, provided an opportunity for the 
non-mar tial classes to come forward prove their mettle, and get their due share m 
the officers’ ranks Refeuing to the Urban Battalion, that is being raised in the 
Punjab, the Minister deplored that for sixteen posts of other ranks not more than 
eight people had applied, while for two posts of commissioned ranks no less than 130 
ahpln^'^ufs had come forward The resolution as amended was carried without a division 

Earlier, the Assembly passed a non-official resolution as amended at the 
instance of Chaudmi Tikka Ram, Parliamentaiy Secretaiy, recommending to the 
Go^ eminent to raise an adequate fund whenever necessary for the purpose of star- 
^ ting wholly or partially state-owned and state-managed industries m the province 
On the motion of the Finace Minister, the House agreed to adjourn for Christmas 
recess till Jaauai 7 20, 1941 , 



The Assam Legislative Assembly 

Winter Session — Shillong — 11th to 23rd November 1940 

Bak on Meftings IK SiEHirr 

The vrinter pcssion of the Assam Legislative Assembly commenced at *^hiIlong 
on 11th November 1040, vrhen it rejected by 30 votes to 42, an adjournment motion 
moved bj Hr Rabindranath Adiiya (Congress) to discuss the order promulgated 
under the Defence of India Rules banning processions, meetings etc , in the 
district of bylhet Replying to the motion, the Premier, Sir ^[aJi,omcd Saadnlla, 
said that the best interests of India would be adequately safeguarded with actno 
and increasing support to Britain in the successful prosecution of the ^^ar 
fcir Slahomed referred to the Congress attitude towards the war and said that his 
party 'ivas equally patuotic, but its line of action was different It thought that if 
the "British lost the war c\ervthing would be lost Ihc motion was put to %otc 
and was defeated Jlr Jogesh Chandra Gohaxn^ an erstwhile Congress member, 
rcmaiucd neutral Nine adjournment motions were mo\ed of which two were 
admitted and the rest were either postponed or withdrawn or ruled out of order 

Motor Vnnicins Rums 

12lh N0\T1MBER —The Decree SeUlcmcnt Bill, 19 ^S, was ref erred to a pclcct 
committee 9 he House by 33 to 41 \otes rejected an adjournment motion tabled by 
the Opposition to discuss the action of the Government in framing and putting into 
opeiation rules under the Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, vrithout giving an oppor- 
tunity to the House to consider the rule 

SuppLEMrKT^ui\ Demands roii Grants 

14th NOVEMBER —Sir Muhammad SaaduUa^ Premier, presented to day a list 
of supplementary demands for pants totalling R'? 223,415 for the year 1910 11 

TTie demands will be discussea and voted on November 19, 1910 Ilxplaining the 
Ministry’s gift m July last of Rs 1,00030 to war fund, which had been placed 
under the head ‘‘extraordinary charges,’ the Premier said, ‘‘To help the Crown in 
Its present struggle with Fascism the Dominions, the Colonies and the dependen- 
cies of the Crown and the Indian Stages have plicod their financial resources as well 
as their man-power at the disposal of the Crown, Ihc purpose of the pre-ent war 
IS not one oi British impcnalism but one undertaken to safeguard the peace?, 
liberty, self-government and progress of the world and so upon the succcs'^ful resis- 
tance of the Britifili Commonwealth of Nations to brute forces of the totalitarian 
Powers which aim to dominate the world, depends not merely the peaceful econo- 
mic progress of India but al^^o the political development in the direction of that 
independent nationhood which every Indian patriot desires In recognition of what 
the struggle means to every man, woman and child in Assam, the Slinistry decided 
to offer a lakh of rupees as their contribution to the war fund and the amount 
was credited to the British Exchequer in July last ” Before they sanctioned the 
amount, the Premier explained, the Government of Assam had con‘5idcrcd the 
provincial revenue accounts for the last year and found them'^clvcs able to do ho 
as the revenues of that "scar proved much better than anticipated 

Bins Retepped to Seiect Committies 

The As'^cmbly, by 51 votes to 42, accepted a motion of Khan Bahadur 
Satmdur Rahman for consideration of the Provincial Ijcgislaturc Removal of 
Disqualifications Amendment Bill, 1940 

The ’Icmporarily Settled Districts Tenancy Bill and the Maternity Benefit Bill 
were referred to Select Committee'^ 

The Motor Vehicles Taxation Bill and the Deputy President’s Salary Bill were 
nc^'ct taken into consideration 

Abolition or Uppit CnvMBFP 

15lli November — ^The Assemblv to day carried without division a motion, 
moved by Mr Hussain Chaudhary of the ^Ministerialist Partv that the 

A6‘5cmbly is of the opinion that the Government of Assam should take proper and 
adequate steps for the abolition of the Assam Council As many as seven members 
22 
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spoke on the subject and characterised the Upper Chamber as a stumbino’ block 
m the path of Assam’s progress They maintained that the sooner the chamber 
was abolished the better for the Province Speaking on the motion, the Prernter 
said that he had always opposed the idea of a second chamber for Assam, for 
which he thought theie was no room in the Provinces Ihe idea was mooted 
when the Government of India Bill was being discussed in Parliament, to safe- 
guard landed interests in the permanently settled districts of the Province He 
said that the resolution was vauge and that it should have been in the shape of 
an address, as required by Section dOS of the India Act The Premier addea that 
the proceedings of the debate might be forwaided to His Majesty’s Government 
The Ministry would not make any recommendation on the matter, which would be 
at the dibcretion of the Governor 

Public Works Programme 

16th November —That the Government had decided to undertake various bene- 
ficial schemes iniolving laige capital expenditure from the loan of Ks 50 hlis 
floated in the open market in Septerabei last, was disclosed by Sir M Saadulla 
in the Assembly to-day, when the Premier placed a note on the piesent financial 
position of the Province Ihe Premier said that for current 'year the Assembly 
had sanctioned a lump sum of Es 12,000 to meet the initial expenditure m 
connection with the mass liteiacy campaign, but a further sum of about Es 62 000 
would be needed The total piovincial revenue receipts for the fiist half of 1940 41 
amounted to Es 1,38 75,000 and expeudituie to Rs 1,41,82,000 The House then 
consideied the Goalpaia Tenancy Amendment Bill, 1939, clause by clause Out of 
75 amendments, only two were discussed Ihe Goiernment opposed both, which 
were lost 

Execution or Decrees Bill 

18th November — ^The Assembly to day consideied amendments made by the 
Council on the Temporary Postponement of Execution of Decrees Bill 1938 The 
Bill prOMdes for temporary postponement of execution of decrees pending 
improvement in the financial condition of agncultuiists and ceitam other classes of 
persons Speaking on amendments members agreed that the changes made by 
the Council weie of a harmless nature and they improved the Bill to a substantial 
extent Mr A Whittaker^ Leader of the European Group, supporting the 
amendments refeired to the Assembly’s resolution on the abolition of the Upper 
Chamber, and observed that these amendments should convince the House that 
the Council had done some good to the Assembly and improved upon a Bill of 
the orginating Chamber (laughter) 

Supplementary Demands Ruled out 

19th November — The motion for a supplementary demand for a lakh of 
mipees, which the Ministry had contributed towards the War Fund, was declared 
out of order to-day by the Speaker Mr Kaimnx Kumar Sen (Congress 
Coalition Party), ex- Judical Minister, opposing thb motion, raised a point of order 
He contended that the giant was unauthoiised and was not contemplated by 
Section 150 of the Government of India Act Ihe grant, he added, could not come 
by way of a supplementary demand under Section 81 of the Government of India 
Act The form m which the motion had been moved was also defective Sir M 
SaadtiUah, the Chief Minister, who moved the motion, claimed that the grant was 
legal He said that the defence of Assam and, for the matter of that, of India, 
was intimately in ter- linked with that of Britain Mr Gopi Nath Bardoloi^ ex- 
Premler, and Mr Fakruddin Ah Ahmad ^ ex-Minister supported the point of 
order raised by Mr Sen Declaring the motion out of order, the Speaker said 
that it had raised a grave constitutional issue After considering all aspects of 
tlie* matter, he suggested that the demand might be made at the next budget 
seskion 

Assam Tenancy Bill 

22nd November — ^An appeal to the landlords of Assam to move with the 
times was made by Khar Bahadur Saytdur Rahman^ the Revenue Minister, in 
the course of the final debate on the Tenancy Bills moved by the Government 
to-day Referring to the Bills which propsed "to provide relief for all classes of 
^ tenants, the Revenue Minister paid a tribute to the Bardoloi Cabinet for introducing 
these Bills, and observed that these were the valuable fruits of provincial autonomy, 
and sufiicient mdication that the elected representatives were united in their desire 
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to do good to the people Mr Baidyanath Mool erjee nnd Mr SantoshJ umcir 
Barva^ both ppcahing on ochaU of the Zemindars, said that justice bad been totally 
denied to the landlords nnd that the provisions of the Bills were revolutionary in 
character 

OFFiciAii Bins Parsed 

23rd NOVEMBER -The Assembly passed the following GovcrnTncnl Bills to- 
Q/iy ihc bpeakers and Deputy bpeaters Salaries and Allowances Bill, Oho 
President’s fcalar} Amendment Bill Ihc Ciwl Procedure Amendment Bill, llic 
Members Emoluments Amendment Bill, The Motor Vehicles la^ation Amendment 
Bill, 'I’hc ProMncial Legislature Rcmo\al of Dicqualifications Amendment Bill, 
'Jbe Deputy President’s Salary Amendment Bill and the Embankment Drainage 
Bill The Forest Amendment Bill was referred to a fcclcct CommiUcc 'ihe Houcq 
was then prororjued 


The Assam Legislative Council 

Winter Session — Shillong — 23rd Nov to 2nd Dec 1940 

Lower Ba\ for A I Sktmces 

A 

23rd NOVERfBER —The Assam Legislative Council to day accepted n rc'^olulion 
recommending that the Go\crnment should request the proper authorities to rc\iso 
and reduce at an early dale the scales of pay for the All-India scruces Uhe 
resolution was moved b> Mr Abdul Afajeed Choudhury ’Jho request was mndo 
mainly in Mew of the fact that the scales of pay for nil provincial scrMCCs had 
already been rcMsed nnd reduced ^ 

29lh NOVEMBER —During question time to day it was revealed that the question 
of separating the judiciary and the executive was under the consideration of the 
Government and that the special ofliccr appointed for preparing n scheme had 
finished hiB labours 

Iteplying to another question, Mr Abdul Majecd Choudhury^ Minister 
informea the Houfc that the idea of unncrsal military training had been found 
impracticable and the question of military training of students of colleges in Assam 
was under correspondence with the Central Government 

30(h NOVEMBER — A recommendation that the Government should request 
the proper authorities to rcuBc and reduce at an early dale the scales of pay for 
the all India Services was made by the Council to day 

Ihc resolution on the subject was mo\ed by Mr Abdul Majeed Choudhnry 
2 he request was made especially in Mew of the fact that the Ecales of pay for all 
proMncial scnices had already been rcMsed and reduced 
Tlio resolution was accepted by the House 

Local Boards Bill 

2od DECEMBER —The Council passed to day w itliout a di^ ision the Local Board 
Elections Emergency ProMsious Bill, I9l0, mo\ed by the Government 

Ihe Bill empowers the Government to order the postponement of \nfnnjal 
elections to local boards due to be held before Ist April 1941 for such penod as 
they deem it nccc*5Eary but not later that dlst ]March 1942 

The President thin adjourned the House till January 7, 1941 



The Sind Legislative Assembly 

Winter Session— Karachi— 27th Nov to 14th Dec 1940 

OrnciAL BxUiS passed 


The Sind Legislative Assembly commenced a brief session at Karachi on the 
27th Nov 1940 in an atmosphere of cordiality Khan Bahadur Allahiix, Opposition 
leader, who had accepted a seat in the Cabinet, and his supporters occupied the 
front bench in the Ministenalists’ bloc The Spealer, Mr Mtraii Mbhamed Shah, at 
the outset, announced that the no-confidence motion and the several adjournment 
motions of which notice had been given had all been withdrawn 

The House next passed a condolence resolution touching the death of Mr 
S' S Pamnam, a Congress member of the Assembly, who was murdeied at Eohri, 
the speakers representing all sections of the House paying tribute to Mr Pamnani’s 
selflessness, devotion to duty and spirit of service 

The House adopted as many as five ofiicial bills within an hour, passing 
them into law The Advisory Committee consisting of six Ministers and ten 
other legislators representing all sections of the House which Maulana Azad had 
set up had already discussed and accepted them These include one aiming at 
checking gambling particularly in cotton futures 

India and the War 

29th NOVEMBER — An interesting debate was raised this afternoon on the 
first reading of a Bill seeking to exempt from disqualification a member of 
the Assembly if called upon to serve His Majesty’s Territorial Forces The 
debate covered a wider field of principle following a ruling by the Speaker 
that the members could dilate on the policy underlying the war and India’s 
views on it 

At the outset, the Leader of the Congress Party, read a statement opposing 
the Bill holding that the principle of the Bill was in conflict with the attitude of 
Congress over the question of war, that the war was not really being fought for 
democracy and freedom of nationb and that the country was forced to participate 
in it against its will Mr Aimn Kosho and Mr Naratndas vehemently opposed 
the Bill Khan Bahadur Allah Baksli, the Finance Minister, replying on behalf of 
the Government, asserted that India would be a willing partner in the prosecution 
of the war had she been given the same status as other Dominions and there was 
no doubt that she was denied this He also shared the views expressed by other 
members that the war was not being fought really for freedom and democracy 
as proclaimed by Britain, but the issue now before the country as stated by 
Mahatma Gandhi was freedom of speech with regard to war But so far as this 
Bill was concerned, he concluded, it neither related to the freedom of the country 
nor assistance in the prosecution of the war, but merely gave freedom to those 
members who wished to join His Majesty’s Forces The Bill was passed into law 
without division 

The Assembly also passed three more Bills including one seeking to further 
penalise illicit distillation of hquor and importation and possession of contra- 
Dand intoxicants 

Shop Assistants’ Bill 

2nd DECEMBER —Quick progress was made by the Assembly this 
afternoon with the Shop Assistants’ Bill introduced by the Government 
The House disposed of as many as 37 clauses in less than three hours The Bill 
which was read for the second time was designed to regulate hours of work in 
shops, commercial establishments, restaurants and theatres and was modelled on 
the lines of the Bombay legislation The provisions also sought to regulate conditions 
of employment of shop assistants and the Act in the first instance would apply 
to the city of Karachi and will be extended to other towns m the province 
withm a year 

14th DECEMBER — ^The Assembly adjourned sine die at the request of the 
Premier, after question hour this afternoon An important measure on the agenda 
for the introduction of joint electorate in local bodies, was not taken up, due to 
the absence of unanimity among the members on certain details* 
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Proceedings of the Working Committee 
Wardha — 17th June to 21st June 1940 


t 

A tneeting of the Working Committee was held at Wardha from 17th to 
21st June, 1940 I\Iaulana Abul EaKm Azad presided 

The members present were Shns Sarojini Naidu, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Yallabhbhai Patel, Eajendra Prasad, EajagopnHchary, BhuKbhai Desai, Shankerrao 
Deo, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, Syed Mahmud, Asafali and J B Kripalani 

Shris Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Nnrendra Dev, Achyut Pitwardhan, Vijaya 
Lakshmi Pandit were present by special invitation Gaudhiji attended the afternoon 
Bitting of the Committee 

Tribunal 

The Provinces of Bombay, Maharashtra, Nagpur and Delhi having failed to 
appoint the Tribunal by the date specified by the Working Committee, the 
following tribunals were appointed in terms of Article VIII of the Congress 
Constitution 


I 

Gandhi 


Bombay 

Shri Motichand G Kapadia, 2 Vasantram J Yakil, and 3 Dr Y B 

Nagpur 


1 Shn Krishnadas Jaju, 2 Shri Eaghunathdas Dhorte, and 3 Shn M T. 
Sharief 


, Maharashtra 

1 Shri K S Firodia, 2 0 A Tulpule, and 3 

No tribunal could be appointed for Delhi owing 
Congress machinery there 


Delhi 


S S More 

to the breakdown of the 


The W'orking Committee passed the following resolution 

“In view of the breakdown of the Congress Constitution in the province of 
Delhi and in view of the opinion expressed by the Election Tribunal in this 
connection the Committee are of the onmion that Ait XIII, Claiiss C (ii), be applied 
to Delhi province for the carrving on of Congress work there The President 
IS requested to make the necessary arrangements in this behalf " 

Does the word Executive cover P C Cs ? 

The A I C C Ofiice received queries as to whether the word "executive” 
in the resolution on Satvagraha passed by the last meeting of the Working 
Committee covered P C Cs also It was decided that the P C Cs and A I C 0 
were not covered by the word ‘ Executive” occurring in Ihe satyagraha pledge 

Yolunteer Organisation 

The intenm report submitted by Shn E S Pandit on the Yolunteer Organi- 
sation in the various provinces was considered by the Working Committee and 
the following resolution was passed 

“The Working Committee considered the interim report of Shn R S Pandit 
on the volunteer organisation of the Congress The Committee generally agree with 
his recommendations and are of opinion that Provincial Congress Committee should 
encourage in every way and promote the growth of trained volunteers for national 
service "^under their auspices in accordance with Congress principles, and that 
there should be as large a measure of uniformity all over India in regard to 
pledge, cautions and training as is practicable and desirable In order to help 
in this, the following volunteer committee with Shn E S Pandit as Secretary is 
appointed to draw up model rules of training and to advise the Provincial Con- 
gress Committees in all mattes pertaining to volunteers This Committee will present ^ 
its report of the steps taken and the advice 'given to the Pt C, Cs to the Workings 
* "-Committee. ^ " 
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1 B'^rdar Vnllabhbhni Patel. 2 P H Patwardhan. 3 Ih'xn Iftikhanuldm, 

4 Bbn B S Pandit (convener), 5 One representatne of Khudai Khidmataars 

Political Bituatjov 

The following Btatemcnt was issued on Ibe poliUeal siinahon 
The Working Committee lia\e been deepb moved b> the tragic events that 
ha\c taken ydace in Europe in startling succession and, in particular, b\ the 
raififortuncs that have befallen the t^eopld of Eranco These events have alrcail> 
had fai reaching consequences, and the> are likely to be followed by other 
happenings ^.hich Mill lead to noiel situations and complex problems 

E\er since the commencement of the European war, the Congress has followed 
a policy which was based on Us principles and on the attitude of the British 
Government towards the demand that India should function as a free and indepen- 
dent" country lliis policy was confnmed in the Bamgarh rcGolulion Ihe manner 
of the application of this policy will necessarily depend on the situation which 
changes from day to day ProbleraB which were distant are now near at liarui and 
may soon demand solution "Ihc problem of the achievement of national freedom 
has now to be considered along with the allied one of Us maintenance and the 
defence of the countiy agamst po^^sible external aggression and internal disorder 
The war in Europe, lesulting fiom a desire for imperialist domination over 
other peoples and countries, and a suicidal race in annaments, has led to hiininn 
sorrow and misery on a scale huherto uni nown It has demonstrated the incflioacy 
of organised violence on however vast a stale, for the defence of national freedom 
and the liberties of peoples It has shown beyond a doubt that warfare cannot 
lead to peace and freedom and the choice before the world is uttermo'^t degradation 
and destruction through waifare or the way of peace and non-violcncc on a basis of 
freedom for all peoples Mibatma Gindhi has presented to the peoples of thc*ivorid^ 
crying for relief from the ciushuig nurden of war, a weapon in the shape of 
oiganiscd non-vioicncc designed to take the pluc of war for the defence of a 
people's rights and freedom against armed aggression He feels that at this critical 
phase in the history ot m m, the Congrc'^s should enforce this ideal by itself 
declaring that it Joes not want that India should maintain armed forces to 
defend her freedom against external aggression or internal disorder 

While the Working Committee hold that the Congress must continue to 
adhere strictly to the principle of non violence in tlicir strugclc for independence, 
the CommiUcc cannot ignoic the nresent imperfections and failings in thi« respect 
of the human elements that they have to deal with, and the possible dingers in 
a period of transition and dynamic change until the Conj.rc'^s has acquired non- 
violent control over the people m adequate measure and the people imve imbibed 
Bunicicnlly the lesson of organised non-violence 'ihe Committee have deliberated 
over the problem that has thus arisen and have come to the conclusion that they 
are unable to go the full length with Gandhiji But they rccogni'^e that he should 
be free to pursue his great ideal in his own way and therefore absolve him from 
rcsnonsilnluy for the programme and activity v^luch the Cougre^'s has to pursue 
iincicr the conditions at present prevailing in India and the world in jcgard to 
external aggres'^ion and iiUeinnl disorder 

Many of the pioblcras which the Working Committee have con*5jdered in tins 
connexion arc not of tlie present, thoueb they may be of the near futnnr qjie 
Committee wish to make it clear that the methods and basic policv of non-violence 
in the national struggle for freedom continue with full force and arc not affected 
in the least bv tbef inability to extend it to the region of national defence 

The War Coraiiultces that arc being formed are definitelv aimed at incrcapn/^* 
the War effort In view of the Congress policv, they cannot be supported and 
Congressmen cannot participate in them or contnbute to war funds >.or can Con- 
grcs'iincn associate themselves with Government controlled civic giiard*^ 

Ihe Working Comniittcc adiises Congreve Commuters to encourage m every 
way the recruitment and training of peaceful volunteers for national service 
Congress Committees ‘should also organise people in villages and other areas for' 
self defence and in order to maintain a sen«;c of public scciintv m their reepectne 
areas Ihis should he done on a non comniuinl basis and in fnl] oo-opcntion 
with all other group'^ interested in this task ^ , 

In view of the diiTiciilt times that loom ahead, it is c‘‘«cntial tint the Congress 
should function as an active and disuplincd organisation Proiincnl Ctonnttees 
arc enjoined to take ncccs'^an steps for this pi rpo^e Thrv ^hof^^cslne that U 
IS of urgent and vital importauLe that the Congress should function in tije Yav> 
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in ttese days of crisis, and should not be merely a roll of vast numbers of inactive 
members All members of executive committees, m particular, are expected to 
take a continuous and active part in Congress work, and those who are unwillmo* 
or unable to do so are failing in their duty to the country and are of no service 
to the organisation 

The critical situation that faces the world to-day requires vigilaut attention 
and action whenever needed For this purpose the Working Committee will meet 
at frequent intervals, and all members must keep in readiness to obey an urgent 
summons The All-India Congress Committee should be summoned to meet m 
the last week of Jul^ 

Satxagraha 

The following resolution on ‘Satyagraha’ passed by the meeting of the 
Working Committee held at Wardha * from loth to 19th April, was by mistake 
not incorpoiated It is therefore given here 

The Working Committee have given full consideration to the situation in 
the country as it has developed since the Ramgarh Congiess and to the necessity 
for preparing the Congress organisation for Satyagraha which the Eamgarh Congress 
declared was inevitable in the future The Committee welcomes the steps taken 
by the Piovincial Congiess Committees, in pursuance of the directions issu^ by 
Gandhi]! to function as Satyagraha Committee and to enrol active and passive 
satyagrabis The Committee trust that all Congress Committees throughout the 
country will pursue this programme with all earnestness and thoroughness, and 
will piit their affairs in order for such action as may be required of them The 
Committee recommend that those members of Congress executives who are unable 
to take the presciibed pledge and shoulder the burden of a struggle under the 
disciplined guidance of the Congress, will withdraw from their executive positions 
The Committee lay stress again on the fulfilment of the conditions laid down by 
Gandhiji, compliance with which is essential for Civil Disobedience 


- Proceedings of the Working Committee 
Delhi — 3rd July to 7th July 1940 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Delhi on July 3 7, 1940 
^Maulana Abul Kalam Azad presided 

Members present were Shris Sarojini Naidu, Jawahailal Nehru, Vallabhbhai 
Patel, Rajendia Prasad Eajagopalachaiya, Khan Abdul Ghaffir Khan, Bhulabhai 
Desai, Shankerrao Deo, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, Govind Ballabh Pant, Syed 
Mahmud, Asafali and J B Knpalam 

Shris Pattabhi Sitaramayya Narendra Dev and Achjut Patwardhan were 
present by special invitation, Gandhiji was present throughout 

The following two resolutions were passed 

Political Sittjatiost 

The Working Committee have noted the serious happenings which have 
called forth fresh appeals to bring about a solution of the deadlock in the Indian 
political situation , and in view of the desirability of clarifying the Congress 
position they have earnestly examined the whole situation once again in the 
light of the latest developments in world aftairs 

The Working Committee are more than ever convinced that the acknowledg- 
ement by Great Britain of the complete Independence of India, is the only solution 
"" of the problems facing both India and Britain and are, therefore, of opinion 
that such an unequivocal declaration should be immediately made and that as 
an immediate step in giving effect to it, a provisional National Government 
should be constituted at the Centre wbicb, though formed as a transitory measure, 
should be such as to command the confidence of all the elected elements in me 
"Central Legislature and secure the closest co-operation of the Responsible 
Goverments in the provinces 

The Working Committee are of opinion that unless the aforesaid declaration 
is made, and n National Government accordingly formed at the Centre without 
delay all efforts at organizing the material and moral resources of the count 
for Defence cannot in any sense be voluntary or as from a free country, and will 
therefore tie ineffective. The Working Committee declare that if these measures 
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General Secretary’s Circulars 

Ctrciilar No 12 — 6tli June 1940 

The A I C 0 office h^s been receiving complaints that the Clause M (n) 
of Article S of the Congress Constitution relating to the allotment of delegates’ 
seats to the Indian States is being abused and misapplied by several P C Cs 
The last meeting of the Working Committee appointed a Sub-Committee consisting 
of Shii Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Bhulabhai Desai and J B Knpalani] 
the General Secretary to go into this question and make suitable recommendations 
to remedy the said abuse I am sending you herewith the recommendations which 
the Sub-Committee has made to the Working Committee You will please go 
through these recommendations and favour me at your earliest convenience 
with your remarks thereon to enable the Sub-Committee to frame its final 
recommendations 

Recommendations 

The general rule to be followed is to ensure, as far as possible, that the 
delegates’ seats allotted to a piovmce, on account of the population of the Indian 
States attached to the Province, should not be allotted to others In the erent 
of a sufficient number of Congress members not being made m the States concerned 
or &om these States these seats, or such of them as may be found necessary, 
will not be filled. For the purpose of this calculation, State members of the 
Congress will be either those who belong to a Congress Committee within the 
States, or those who while residing in or connected with the States concerned ]om 
as primary members of a Congress Committee situated m a non-State area but 
adjoining the State In order to distinguish the latter class of Congress members, 
a separate register of States members should be kept in the adjoining Congress 
Committee situnted outside the confines of this state 

Keeping the above principle in view, a P G G may allot delegates for the 
States’ peoples’ seats either to a Congress Committee where such exists lu a State 
or to the adjoining districts adjorning the State provided that such delegates’ seats 
shall only be filled if there are a sufficient number of primary members in or 
from the States In no event will such seats be allotted to areas where there are 
no States’ peoples 

The above principle cannot be strictly or easily applied to small States and 
to State areas which are closely interwoven with non-State tern tones Certain 
variations will have to be made in such cases, otherwise these small State areas 
may be completely disfranchised and neglected Therefore in the final allotment 
of seats based on States populations, this fact has to be borne in mind and 
provided for 

The P C Cs are requested to apply the above principle and considerations 
to the allotment of these States delegates’ seats and to send these figures with their 
own remarks and recommendations, to enable this Sub-Committee to frame 
its final recommendations t 

Circular — 10 fh June 1940 

According to the A I C 0 Constitution, the last date for the payment of 
provincial quota due to us from you is 30th June, 1910 Kindly arrange for 
payment of the amount before the said date 

Circular No 13 — 24tk June 1940 

I am sending you herewith a copy of the statement issued by the last meeting 
of the Working Committee on June 21, 1940 from Wardha Ton will study the 
statement with the close consideration that it deserves 

The statement does not seek to change any of the fundamental pnnciples 
and policies the Congress has followed under the leadership and guidance of Gandhiji 
for the last 20 years for the attainment of the goal of Pinna Swaraj These 
continue to be based upon the principles of Truth and Non-Yiolence In 
international affurs the Congress has alnays declared its faith in universal 
disaimament and the freedom and equality of the peoples of the world It has 
declared that it has no quarrel with its neighbours with whom it seeks to Ine in 
. peace and amity " ^ 

The Working Committee fuliy realise that there can be no peace m the 
world as long as ‘‘imperialist domination over other peoples and countries and a 
suicidal race in armaments” contmue They believe that organised violence on 
however vast a scale is ineffective for the “defence of national freedom and the 
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liberties of people” Tbev however, feel thst owinj: to the conditions created by 
the writ! war, the countrv may ba^c to f'lss tliroii^rh a period of niternal 

coniniolion and diFordcr leadin" 'to external aL^crcssion Under such conditions 
the \\ orWng Committee are conscious that the Congre*^*? has not required «ucli 
non-violent control over the people as would be idcqnato to rc=^ist the forces of 
disorder non-Molcntlv It cannot on that account ditc^^t itself of it« dutj to 
advise the people \ihere\er there an) panic or danger to organise themsehes for 
self-protection in the traditional wa) 

The Committee have made it clear that the “methodp and basic policies of 
non-violence in the national struggle for freedom continue in full force” and we 
are not afTected in the least by our inability to extend them to problems wlurh 
are not of the present All this must be clcarlj understood and explained to 

Congressmen 

I would particularly invite your attention to the la^^t but one ytaragraph of 
the statement in which the Committee have cmpba^^iz^^d that the Congress should 
function as an active and disciplined organisation in view of the dinicult limes 
ahead of us To this end Congressmen in general and all memborb of the 
executives in particular, should take acluc and continuouB part in Congrc*^s work, 
Qhe efforts we have been putting forth Fincc Ramgarh in tuc direction of organis- 
ing and preparing ourFchcs for the coming struggle through the conptructive 
programme should not he relaxed and must be continued with increasing intensity 

Ctrewfar — 73th July 1040 

Doubts have arisen regarding the policy that is to govern volunteer corps 
organised under Congress auBpKee 'Jliese doubts arc due to a misunderstanding 
of the statement issued bj the Working Committee from Wardha on Tune 21 
1910 In my circular letter No 13 sending the Wardha statement, I made it 
clear that the fundamental Congress pohc> of non violence remains unchanged 
In spite of this letters asking for clanhcalion continue to be received bv the 
Alee Office To get an authoritative interpretation the matter was referred 
to the last meeting of the Working Committee held at Delhi 

The opinion of the Working Committee is that the Wardha statcracni 
provides for a situation when all civil authority has disappeared and there is 
internal chaos Only under such circumstances, for puq^oses of self-protection, 
deviation from the strict policv of non violence has been contemplated This also 
because, in the words of the statement ‘"the Congress has not acquired such non- 
violent control over the people as would be adequate to resist the forces of 
disorder non-violently” None the less it is the earnest hope of the Working 
Committee that if and when such internal conditions of confusion and clinos arise 
the people of India will have acquired suflKient restraint and sclf-disciplme to 
act non violenll) As long ns anv organised civil authority functions die Congress 
policy of non-violence remains Non violence must also continue to be the Congress 
polic) for our ficedom struggle against British Jmpcnalism This has been 
abundantly made clear in the Wardha^statement 

All volunteer corps organised bv Congressmen or Congress Committees must 
therefore be based on non violence £\ery member of such organi'Jations whetW 
he be a Congressman or not must pledge himself to non-violence 9 he Congress 
pledge in Its entirety must lioweier eoniinnc to appi) to members of the Congress 
volunteer corps , that is, lhe> muFt in addition to non-violence ])lcdge tbcmeelics 
to spinning, khndi and participation in civil disobedience Thc^e syeciaUridcs 
appi) onl> to Congressmen but the rule of nonviolence muot appjv ^o all 
volunteer corps organised under Congress auspices with a puich Congress or 
mixed mcmberslup 

ITaUical reasons also impose upon the country the reed for non-violence on 
the members of vanous volunteer corps Onlv on basis of non violence can 
communal conflicts be avoided. 


Arrests and Convictions 

Tlic following arc some of the ca^^es of arrests conviction':, internments, 
externment*:, searches, gagging orders and the like compiled from the daih press 
and reports from Provincial Congress Committtcs — 

In Bengal 

c , C ~lh Saguctihvia.i Das has hcQ» icued Tvitli a notice nndcr 

cection 33 oi tbe D I A, 
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Bajshaln, May 6 — Jammi Kanta Maiumdar, a prominent Knshat leader 
o£ the district has been served with a notice under Section 144, Gr P 0 
prohibiting his entry into the police stations of Eaniuagar and Atrai 

Bangpur, May 6 —Charges have been framed under Section 56(4) of the 
DIE against Llihir lal I^Iukerjee and Abdul Makshood Sarkar, prominent 
Congress and Krishak workers of the district 

Dinesh Chandra Lahiri, Setretary, Eangpur District Kjishak Samity and 
prominent Congress worker has been arrested under Section 5Gv4) of D I E 

Seramporey May 6 — It is learnt that the Distiict magistrate of Hooshly 
has asked Mr Bhowani Shanker Alukerji, organiser of the fceiampore Cultural 
Conference, not to hold the Cultural Conference within the jurisdiction without 
his permission 

Mr Prafulla Sen of Khadi Mandal who has been orcanising Satyagraha 
Conference at Nakunda in Arambag has been asked not to hold the Conference 
within the limits of the district without the sanction of the District Magistrate 

Daccay May 6 — Satindrachandra Eoy prominent member, Congress Socialist 
party and ex-detenu was arrested under Section 56(4) of the DIE 

Dinajpur^ May G — Internment orders under DIE have been served on 
Messrs Ajitdas, Kalipada Sarkar and Janaidhan Bhattacharya, Kisan workers 
of the district 

BangpuTy May G — Dineshchandra Lahiri, Secretary, Eangpur District Krishak 
Samity and a prominent Congress woiker has been arrested under Section 56 (4) 
of the DIE for having delivered an anti-war speech at Mahali 

BajsJiahi — Mr Dinesh Chakravorty, Mr Atal Chakravortv, Mr Gopal Sarkhel, 
Mr Janen Sen, Mr Kali Ghosh, Mr Biren Sarkar, Mr Earn Saha and Mr Sachin 
Biswas are under arrest The second session of the District Knshak Conference 
could not be held at Parail, as it was declared unlawful under DIE 

FartdpuVy May 8 — Ex-detenu Eohini Bhattacharya has been sentenced to 
one year’s Elm connection with his recent political activities 
* Dacca, May 8 — An order of ‘home internment’ was served on Mr 
Mrityuiijay Eoy, Assistant Secretary, District Forward Bloc under the D I E 
He will have to report himself once a week to the police station 

Dacca, May 7 — An ex-detenu Nepalchandra Nag, a prominent worker of 
the Narayangan] Textile Labour Union has been airested under D I E on a 
charge of holding a Congress Workers’ Conference on Maich 31 without permission 
Calcutta, May 7 — ^j\Ir Jagat Bose, a labour leader, was seived with an order 
by the Govt of Bengal to quit Calcutta, 24 Paiganas, Howrah, Hooghly and 
Asansol sub division of the Burdwan District within 24 houis 

Brahmanharia, May 7 — Pnraalkanti Dhar, a student of the 2nd year class 
of Brindaban College was arrested under DIE 

Calcutta * — Calcutta Gazette publishes the list of the following persons on 
whom orders of externment have been served, directing them not to remain m 
any place within the limits of Calclitta and its suburbs and the districts of 24 
Parganas, Howrah and Hooghly the Asansol Sub-division of the Burdwan district 
and the sadar sub -division of the Midnapore distiict — 

Mahammad Musa Khan, Deo Saran Bhagat Mia Biix, Shaikh Bhartu Mia, 
Ea] Bahadur Khan, Bhandoo Shah, Bechan Ah, Shaik Mohd Saiiff, Daroga 
Singh, Shaxiff Khan, Inder Pasi, Dhanu Eajwar, Earn Asrev Mallik, Baudoo 
Eajowar, Naiendra Nath Goswami, Earn Asis Singh, Lal Bahadur Pandey, Sk 
Dubar, Abdul Latif, Earn Dulai Singh Bisseswar Koirv Hanif Khan, Amjed Ah, 
Nepali Thakur, Mustafa Hossain, Eahamat All, Earn Sumer Passi, Sh Chhotte, 
Pratap Tewary, Eaghunath Thakur Dachoo Thakur, All Jau Khan, Bolaki 
Phagat, Harinandan t^houdhury and Hanhar Missir 

Dinajpur, May 8 — ^Notices under DIE are understood to have been 
served upon Sjts Nishith Kundu M L A , Bibhuti Guha, Janardan Bhattaebarjee, 
Husil Sen, Kali Sarkar, Ganen Sarkar, Gul Mahammad, Auath Eoy, prominent 
fasan workers prohibiting them from paiticipatiug in public meetings and 
processions for 6 months without previous permission of the District Magistrate 

Hill or Htjli, May 8 — A notice undei Section DIE has been served on 
Sjt Pratap Chandra Alajumdar, a prominent Congress worker by the District 
Magistrate of Dinajpur asking him not to convene, organise, hold or take part in 
any public processioh, meeting or assembly without permission from the District 
Magistrate Any person contravening the order shall be punishable with imprison- 
ment for -a term which may extend to 3 years and be also liable to fine 

BcUurghafy May 9 -^Notices under D'' I E prohibiting to hold public 
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processions, rncetings or ns'cmblies mthout notice bavc been on the 

Secretaries of Ealur^hat Sub duisional Con[.rcs«J Committee and the I leaders and 
^lul tears’ Bar Associations and individu dly on Mr S C Bagchi, Pleader and Mr, 
Kahnaravan Sanyal, Mul t^ar ^ ^ ^ i 

Kiisniia^ May 8 — Fresh restraint orders under DIP ^vere served on jir 
Dhirendra Nath Das Gupta, Secrrtai'V JCiichtja Sub divisional Congress Committee, 
Munshi Babadurali Biswas Vice Gb urman of the Ku'^htia Municipalitv, Moralmrh 
Bjsras and Oma^-ali, members of the Kushtia lextiie ^\0Tl‘Cr5’ Gmon for penw of 
1 month after the espiry of the term of one month of the restraint order of the 
District Magistrate Nadia t -n it 

Dacca, May 9 — Ei.-Andaman prisoner, Annada Pal and two others Promalhn 
Kundy and Profulla Cbalraiartv were arrested under D I B on a charge of 
holding a Congress V orkers’ Confcrenfc at Dac<'a on ^larch dl uithout permission 
Mahla, May 9 —Mr fcudhendu Jha a leader of the district has been 

Fcntenred to nav a fine of lt>J in default to undergo P I for G monllis under 
DIP for n iMng o^gani«=(d a mreting \^Uhout permission 

Ltnajpi r May 10 ‘*-NeaiI\ a Joren internment orders under DIP have been 
Fened upon Bibluilibhushan Mitra fcccretar>, bUidjent Federation of Gnrgola, 
Kahmesbranjan Cbakravarty, Janardan Bhattacharji, Kalipada Sarkar, AjitcLnndra 
Das and other Kisan workers 

Netrolona, May 10 — larak Nath Poy, acting Secretary of Sub diMSional 
Kisan Committee has been arrested under the D I A 

Sylhrt, May 10 — Jitendra K Bhatt tcharvn, a Kisan leader and member of 
the local board uas arrest^ under Sections 14d and 447/319, I P C in connection 
with Bhalipara agrarian trouble 

Mymeixstugh, May 11 —Mr Dhirendra N Pav of Dacca an as^^istant in the 
ofilcc of the local Forward Bloc was served vcslcrday with a notice directing 
him to leave 3I\mensingh district within 24 hours 

Calcutta, May 11 — Mrs Biraal Pralna PeM, former detenu was sened with 
a notice by the Bengal Government under D 1 A directing her not to enter the 
induBtrial area of Burnpore (near Asansol) ' 

Kushtxa, May 10 — A notice under D I A was senedon Mr ^nresh Chandra 
Pov, Sccrelarv Of Local Congress Committee ordering him to reside and remain 
within his local residential house and not to communicate with others on poptical or 
labour matters for a period of one month 

Nclral nna, May 14 — Mauhi Miafaniddin Ahmed, worker of the Sub divisional 
Kishak Samitv was sentenced under rule 38 ("d of the D I A 

Mymcnsxnyh, May IG — Mr Padhika Dutta of Pabna has been coniicted 
under D I A and sentenced to 1 vears K I 

Dinajpur, May 13 —'1 he District Magistrate, Dinajpur has promulgated an 
order under DIP prohibiting the holding conicning organising or taking ]>art 
in public procession, meeting or assembh from the 2nd IMaj to the 20lh Uctober 
I9t0 without at least 3 dw’s notice in willing to the appropriate authorities and 
without their prcMOus written permission 

Miwcn^inyh, May 14 —Mr Nihar Panjan Dutta a Congre’=« worker has been 
served with a notice by lie District Magistrate of M%mcnEingli directing him to 
refrain from Fuch actnitics as would cause dicnflcction towards the Go\ eminent 
and teuBion of feeling between lanous cla'^scs of the population ** 

Calcutta —Mr Pravas Sen, member of the A I Sin dents' CPunriF and tlie 
Bengal Irade Union Congress has been sened with an order by the Commissioner 
of Police, Calrutta directing him not to deluer nnv srccch or othcrwim to take 
part in any public procession, meeting or nscemblv within the moaning of 
fcui) rule 2 of Kule 30 of the DIP Ihc order shall remain in lorce for 
one vear 


Agarlala May 17 —Mr ITarvnnca Ba'^ak, General Secretary Tnpura tPajva 
Gana l^nnshad and a prominent Congress worker of Tij)perali tlislnct has been 
Fcrved with an order of the district Magistrate, Tipperab under D I P to Jea\e 
the distric* within ib hours ‘ 

Comif/u, May 10 — The D of 'Jipiernh h^'s issued order under D I * A 
stating that no mceiincrs or proce‘^«ions should be held in the district without 
previous pcrmicsion of the ‘^ame for a wccl in admnee 

--^lahcsli pre^^*^ has dciOMtcd a sura of Bs ICOD as Fccuntv aa 
demanded the D M of Birbhum m connection with the publication of 2 
articles Birbhumer KaUia’, a ^crnrcular rc^‘klv, printed and pubhsbed bv the 
Mahesh Pre^^s under the edilorehip of Nitva Narvana Bancrji The paief was 
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charged with systematically carrying on a campaign of vilification of Goremment 
servants and has suspended publication for the time being 

Chittagong May, 28 — Patitpaban Nandi intermediate candidate who had 
been arrested on March 7 for possession of a proscribed issue of a paper was 
sentenced to 9 months E I under D I A 

Sylhet, May 24 — Biresh Chandia Misra, Secretary of Sylbet D C 0 and 
Satyabrata Datta, Secretary of the TOG were sentenced to pay a fine of 
Es 20 each or in default to undeigo one week’s S I for having led an unlicensed 
procession on January 26 at Svlhet They prefeired jail 

Sylhet, Majj 27 — ^Kali Prasanna Das, Secretary of the Sylhet Scavengers’ 
Union has been arrested under DIR 

Calcutta — In exercise of the power conferred by Sub-rule (1) of Rule 
26 of the Defence of India Rules, the Governor of Bengal, by a notification of 
the Calcutta Gazettee, May 23, directs that except in so fai as he may be pemitted 
by the Goi einor, the under mentioned persons shall not at any time after the 
expiiy of 48 hours from the service of this order be in any place within the 
province of Bengal 

1 Kartar feingh alias Ghari, son of Gawan Singh, police-station Makodar, 
distiict Jullundur and Ghak 193 (Sarin) police-station Kurrian walla, district 
Lyallpui, and also 118A, Ashutosh Muker]i Road, Calcutta 

2 Dhaiambii Singh, son of A F Soares alias Arjun Singh of Aldena, 
police-station Corona Bardez, Goa and 95A, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 

3 Naina Singh, son of Thakur Singh of Dhut Kalau, Banga Kapurthala 
State, and also of 118A, Ashutosh Mukerjee Road, Calcutta 

Chittagong, May 2d — Mr Kalipada Sen Gupta, a Labour organiser, was 
arrested for alleged violation of an order under the Defence of India Rules 
Mr Birendra Das Gupta, Secretary of the Rail Road ‘Workers Union, has been 
exterued from the district of Chittagong under the same rules 

Sj Baukim Chandra lilukei-jee, member of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
representing labour, a former President of the Ail-India Taide Union Congress 
and a ^ member of the presidium of the Bengal Provincial Kisau Sabha, was 
arrested' under DIR 

* Comtlla, May 29 — ^Four Congress and labour workers, Umesh Lai Singh, 
Han Ganga,Basak, Sachmdia Lai Singh and Ananta Lai De, have been served 
with notices, under the Defence of India Rules, by the District Magistrate of 
Tipperah, diiecting them to leave the district immediately 

Notices have also been served on five others, Haralal Saha Chandra Sekhar 
Das, Nepal Chandra Naha, Sailendra Kumai Roy and Brojeudia Kumar Chakravarty, 
restricting their movements 

Jliaria, May 29 — Mi Hafiz Jalal-ud^din, Vme-Piesident of the Labour Party, 
Bengal, has been served with a notice under the Defence of India Rules by the 
Government of Bihar, diiecting him to quit Chota Nagpur 

Krtshnagar, May SO — Mr Somuath Lahiiy, a Bengal member of the 
A I 0 C and a prominent laboui leader, who was ordered to leave Calcutta and 
suburbs in March last, has been further ordered, under the Defence of India Rules, 
to leave the district of Nadia immediately 

Calcutta June 6 — Ihe Ofiices of the All-India Kisah Sabha, the Bengal 
Provincial Kisan Sabha and the Calcutta Tiamway Workers’ Union were searched 
this morning by the special branch of police who seized several papeis including 
a copy of the constitution of the B P Kisan Sabba 

Seiampoie, June 8 — ^The Seiampoie Sub-divisional Congress Office and the 
residence of Chandra Mohan Nandy of the town were raided by the police eaily 
this morning Papers and books have been seized Nandy has been taken in custody 
Calcutta, June 8 —Summonses have been served on the Editor and Printer 
and Publisher of the Matribhumi, a nationalist Bengali daily, by the Ch Presidency 
Magistrate, diiecting them to appear before him on June 19 to answer charges 
under theT) I A in connexion with the publication of a piece of news legarding 
the Bihar Provincial Students’ Confeience in the issue of the paper of May 1 

Calcutta, June 12 — The seciiiity of Rs 500 deposited by the Punter and 
Publisher of the English weekly ‘Foiward Blok’, edited by Mr Subhas 0 Bose, 
has been foifeited to the Government under the India Press (Emergency) Act 

Calcutta — On 2 separate petitions of complaint filed by the Detective 
Department of the Calcutta Police, Mr R Gupta, Ch Presidency Magistrate issued 
summons under the DIR against Sjt Satjandra Nath Majumdar editor and 
Sjt Suiesh Oh Bhattacharji, pimtei-pnbhsher of Ananda Bazar Fatrika and against 
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Bit Hemendra Prnsid Ghosh editor and Sjt fenshi Bhncan Dutta, printer- 
publisher oi BaziLmaii for the publication on April 7 of two articles entitled ‘Odds 
and Ends’ and ‘Lcftieth’ in the papers rcspectiveU 

Chittagong —Mr Sukhendu Dastidar and 11 othrr^t inchidinc; studentB and 
peasants ha\c been arreated under D I A for holding May Day in Jaistapura 
without previous sanction of the District ^Ia^^lqtrate 

I^araynnganj — Mr Brajendra Chandra Das detenu has been arrested 
Calcutta — feummona have been is'^ued ajiamst vlr lanaki Jiban Ghosh, editor, 
Advance and Mr II S Virley printer and publisher of Adi^anrc under DIR 
for the publication of an article entitled Duty of Present Day fctiidcnts’ in the 
pancr of May 1 

Calcutta — Mr Makbanlal Sen, editor of Bharat^ a sernacnlar dail'^, Mr 
Bankim Chandra Sen, editor of D 2 ^h, a vernacular daily, and Mr Ivirmal Chandra 
Baneiyb editor of Dunia^ another vernacular daily and printers and publishers of 
these three journals appeared today before the Gh Presidency '\Ia‘;istratc to answer 
a charge under the DIR for the publication of articles in the papers in 
contravention of the Government order in connevioii with the celebiation of 
‘National Week’ by the B P C G (suspended) and speeches by Mr Subhas 
Chandra Bose and Svvami feahajanand Baraswati 

Calcutta^ June U — P Gho=e, an c\ detenu, was arrested und^r D I A 
jDinajpur, lune IG — Satyendra Nath Roy, Secretary, Tliakurgaon ‘^ub- 
Divisional Congress Committee and As'-istant Secretary, Dinajpnr District Ki«ari 
Committee and Mnnal Kumar Tduqdar a kisan Organiser have been served with 
notices to Icive thisdistuct within 21 hours and not to cuter within three months 
IJaji Mohammiid Anrsh Pleader, President, Dinajpur District Krishak Samity 
and Vice President, TlnVmgaon Bub Divisional Congress CommiUcc has been 
arrested under Bcction 5G of D I A for holding procession and meetings without 
prev lous permission 

Calcutta June 79 — Mr Nani Dvs Gupta and Mr Manoranjau Das Gupta, 
two prominent (Congress woikcrs in Calcutta have been arrested under DTK 

Narnyanganj, June 18 — ^Ir Barm Glio'^o, a labour leader of Narayaiiganj, * 
Textile Union was arrested on Saturday last under the DIR 

Chittagong, June 17 —Restriction orders served under D I R on eight local 
youths have been renewed 

Calcutta, June IS —Mr Mam Bishnu Chaudhury, a member of the A I 
Students Council was arrested under the DIR 

Calcutta Juno 21 — By notification in the Calcutta Gazette, IT D the 
Governor of Bengal has, under the I) I R directed that (1) Panchu Gopal Bancrji 
of Jcssorc and oi 4/1, Nilmonj Gangulv Lane, Calcutta , (2) Ananta Kumar 

Barkar of Katipara, Khulna and of 2, Khelat Ghose Line and \ DnfT Lane, 
Calcutta , (0 fearoj IMulhf'rjce of Bahadurpnr, Burdwan and of 21, Noor ^Id Lane, 
Cilcutta Bhiill not at iny time after the expiry of fortv-cight hours from service 
of these orders bo in any place within the limits of Calcutta and its suburbs and 
the distncfs of 24 Parganas, Howrah and Hooghlv, the Asansol bub division of 
Burdv.an distnot and the Badar Sub division of the Midnapore district 
Mr Saro] Mukerjeo and two others have been arrested under D I A 
Calcutta, June £0 —Mr Dcbcndn Nath Sukil, a member of the A I 
C C and Acting President of the Budge Budge Tute W orkers’ Union was arrested 
Calcutta, June £7 —Mr Rajendra Dev, president of the suspended B P G G 
was arrested under the D J A 

Calcutta, lunc £7 —Further publication, sale and distribution of the pam- 
phlets entitled “A Draft Resolution on the War and Our lack-*” and “Ram^nrh 
and After” have been prohibited by the Government of Bengal, by n no^itiL^iion 
issued under DIR 

Brahmanbaria, 2Tay 4 — Panmal Dhar alias TuRhi, an I A student of 
Habiganj College was arrested under D I A Borne books and literature are repor- 
ted to have been seized from his place 


^Tay £ 


In the Punjab 

„ , . ^ , ’Bardcr Uiaerar Bingh was arrested from bis villa o 

Punahan Kalan nncler the D I A Bhu Sunder Singh M ikhau^^puri an ex(oavict 
of the ‘‘Babar Akali Conspiracy Cise’ has also been Lken into custody under the 
Fame Act 

7?o^ita/, J^ayO — Ch Mchar ‘^inch a 
Madina was arrested under the D I A 


prominent Congress worker of Milage 
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Lahore, May 11 —The Punjab Government has under DIE nro'imho^ 
the pamphlet in Gurmukhi entitled “Sii Guru Govind Sin?hii-ki-Bhawishat » 
d/i(«an. i/ai/ ii? -Chaudhn Ata Ullah, piesident 6f the Multan Concrress 
Committee was arrested under D I A 

Lahore May 20 — Eajkumar, a student of Delhi was arrested under DIE 
Julhmdur, May20 -Pandit Mohan Lai, and Mr Satva Prakash, President and 
the Secietary of the Una Tehsil Congress Committee have been arrested under the 
Defence of India Act foi alleged objectionable speeches dining the National lYeek 
Lahore, May 21^ —Gian Chaiid, a Congress worker of Hoshiarpur was senten- 
ced to three years’ rigorous imprisonment 

Jiillund 2 ir, May B3 —Pandit Har Ciiand Apia, Piesident of the Phillaur Tehsil 
Congress Committee, and Sant Eullia Ram, a prominent Congress worker of Apra 
were arrested under D I R for delivenug alleged objectionable speeches duiioff 
the Kational Week ^ 


Julhindur, May S3 —Mr Harbans Singh Kainana former General Secretary 
of the District Kisan Committee has been placed under strict police surveillance ^ 
Lahore, May S3 —Basant Kumar, Office Secretary of the Lahore District Con- 
gress Committee, was arrested under the DIR 

^ * Gxijiamvala, Mag S9 — Haibans Lai, Secietary Rampur Congress Committee 
was convicted under DIR and sentenced to one yeai’s iigorous imprisonment 
Tor a speech made at his village on March 23 

‘ Lahore, June S — Hafiz Salamat Ullah a blind Ahrar dictator, was arrested 
in his village m Jullunder under D I A for reciting all alleged anti-recruitment 


poem 

Lahore, June 7 * — Mr Dhanwantn, President of the D C C of Lahore was 
arrested under D I A*. 

Ahmad Khan Lassi, Propaganda Secretary of the Las Bella Nationalist Party 
joi Sind, was arrested recently for distiibuting certain communist literature, and 
was released ou bail, has been re arrested for distiibuting communist pamphlets again 
Mr Bhabhti Prasad, a Congress worker of the district and a member of 
District Satyagrgha Committee has been arrested under D 1 A 

Mohanlal, a labour worker, was arrested under DIE His house was also 
searched mnd some papers seized 

Simultaneous searches were made in several other places including the house 
of Rajkrishan Dev Dutt, Ratan Singh and Ranglal The office of the Press Workers 
Union was also raided 

JRohiak, June 6 — Ch Meer Singh of the District Congress Committee Eohtak, 
n^as Bentenced to three years’ rigorous impiisonment under D I A 

Amritsar, June 17 — Ghulam Maharaad alias Ezi Hindi who was recently 
interned here under D I A has been ordered today by the Punjab Government 
not to take part in any meeting or procession of more than five persons m any 
place within Amritsar Municipal limits nor participate m any political movement 
He had also been directed to report twice daily to the Station House Officer Amrit- 
sar Police at 7 AM and 8PM 

Lahore, June 24 — ^Laza Sunamrai, a Congressman of Lahore, was arrested at 
Fazilka on a warrant issued from Jullunder under the Defence of India 

Lahore, June 20 — Maulvi Ahmad All President of the Anjuman, Khadamuddm 
and the Imam of Sheranwali Mosque was arrested under D I A 

Ludhiana, June 27 — Baba Rur ^ingh M L A Punjab and Sardar Hazara 
Singh Hamdam have been arrested following raids on their houses 

Lahore, June 27 —Over half a dozen communists were arrested in Lahore 
following simultaneous raids carried out by the police at a number of places inclu- 
ding the Bradlaugh Hall The arrested persons include Mr Eamchaudia, President 
'.of the Lahore District Congress Committee, Mr Rajbans, President of the Student 
Federation, Prof Abdulla Safdar, Mr Fiiozubin Mansur and Sardar Kultar Singh 
brother of the late Bhagat Singh 

Lahore, June 27 —Master Kabul Singh, Master Han Singh, Sardar Sohan 
Singh Josh and Sardar Marian fcingh members of the Punjab Legislative Assembly 
have been arrested under DIR 


In the United Provinces 

Unao — Mr Sewakram, a member of the Government bench of Honorary 
Magistrate at Safipur, has been arrested under the D I A 

Bareilly, May 6 — Blr K R Eukum Singh, a Congress 31 L A was arrested 
at Badaun under Section 107, Or P* C la connection with the agitation started 
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against the District authontics of Badaun re^ardin^ the promulpration of some 
orders irhich are alleged to have infringed the rights of the Hindus 

Cav^npore May li —Mr Kajlichorc, labour leader has been arrested under 
Rule 30, D I A on a charge of haung deluered objectionable speeches at labour 
meetings re^'cntly held - 

Mr Devi Prasad, another leader uras arrested under Section 1131, Cr P G 
on the ground of apprehension that he might commit some cognirable ofTcncc 
He Will aPo be prosecuted under Rule 30, D I A for, as alleged, delivering 
objectionable speeches 

LudnoWf May 17 —The Ofiice of the U P Provincial Forward Bloc was 
searched for proscribed literature 

Etnxiah, May 14 — ‘Krantikan Hiller’, a book by Aditya Kumar Bajpai, 
printed and published bv the Ilindu Press, Etawah Has been declared forfeited to 
H M’s Govenimcnt under the D I A 

A secuntT of Rs 1 000 has also been demanded from the keeper of the press 
Goral hpuT, May 0 — ^Mr Jaudisb Pathak, a feoeialist member of the 
TJ P C C has been arrested under D I A in connexion with certain Bpecches 
delivered by him on 01a> Day 

Caiirtpore, May 30 —Mr Phulchand Katyar, a prominent Congress worker 
has been arrested under fce^tion 33, D I A 

GoraHipur, May 14 —Mr Akchaibar feingh, General ‘Secretary of Goral hpur 
D C C and a member of the U P C C was arrested under Section 38 of 
D I A 

Muttra t May 13 — Mr i^davait Kumar Go^wami, General Secretary, Forward 
Bloc, Bnndaban has been sentenced to years’ R 1 under two seefions, that is, 
one year under the D I A and 1^ years for conspiracy 

Unao, May 14 —Mr Daraodar Das Agarwal, joint secretary of the Unao 
D C C has been sentenced to one year's S I and a fine of Rs 250 or in default 
four months’ further imprisonment 

Basil — Pt Lalta Prasad, Secretary, D C C has been arrested under 
Section 34/3, D I A 

Unao — ^Iv Ramghulam, who was being prosecuted under the DIR 
for delivering a speech in n public meeting held at village Dcotara oh Feb 3 
was sentenced to 1 wear’s S I 

Mr Tagprasad of Tabsil Piirwa was arrested under D 0 A 
U7iao —Islv Parmatma Dm who was being tried under the D I A was 
Bcntenced to one year’s SI '' 

Lucinow — Mr Sujanebond of Forward Bloc has been sentenced to four 
gears’ R I and a fine of Rs 20 or in default three months’ further imprisonment 
including two months’ solitary confinement for distributing nnli war Icaflcta and 
occupying the Magistrate’s chair in the court room 

Lud now — 3Ir Fulin Behan Banerji* General Secretary of Lucknow Congress 
ComtniUce was arrested under a warrant from Mainpun 

Azamgarh, 3fay C3 —Mr Algurai Shastrj, M L A who is undergoing one 
year’s imprisonment under fcce lOS, Cr P C in the Azamgarh Jail has been 
served with another warrant under D I A 

Ahqarh, ?fav C7 — Swami Sarnanand, Chairman, Reception Committee, 
Aligarh District Conference was arrested on 3Iay 20 in ^ayabans under D I A. 

Fatehgarh May £7 — Pt P.amswaroop Pande, a prominent Congress worker 
of Cawnporc who was arrested about 3 weeVs ago at 'Ihatbia under fc^ction 3S of 

the D I A, has been conMctcd and sentenced "to 2 ycar*^’ R I 

SiiKajtp^rc —Ram Prasad Pande, Sccretarv of the Mirdal Congress Commirtco 
of Jamaon in the district of ^nltanjjore wa*^ arrested unacr Rule 3S of D I A 

Jhansi, May 27 — M Gajadhar Singh General Secretary of D C C has 

been sentenced to 1 year’s b I for refusal to furnish a secunt to be of good 
behaviour Scleral places including the oQicc of the D C C and ICC and 
of Jaisanqrari, a Hindi ^^cck]^ Journal and the residence of Mr Bhauwanias 
cy*Bhiisa\al Bomb Ca^o Prisoner were ‘searched *• ’ 

Allahahad — Jlr Padmakant 3Ialvita, fcccrc^arv of the lo^al Forward Bloc 
and Chairman of the Health Committee of the Municipal Board and Mr Kedamath 
Mahiva have been arrested b> the Icral police under D I R Their hou^^es were 
also searched 

Lx dnon May 2$ -Mr Sundcrial Gupta, M L A , has been anesled 
under D 1 A 

Ahgarh, May —The o5i''o ol the B C C Aliir-ub 'vras searclied for tic 
24 
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cyclostyled copies of the Eamgaih Congress resolution on war which was 
distributed m the city 

Lucknoxv, Maxj SO —Mr Shafique Ahinad Naqvi, a prominent labour and 
Congress worker wis arrested under Section 129 of D I A 

Dehra Dun May 30 —Mr Om Prakash, a congressman was sentenced to 
one year’s E I and a fine of Es 100 m default 3 months’ further irapiisonment 
under D I A 

Agra — Dr Eaghubaidayal Chafcurvedi and Mr Krishnaswami weie sentenced 
to 6 months each under D I A 

Maulvi Saeed Hussain, a prominent Congiess member was arrested under 
the DIR 

Hardoi, May 21 — Pt Eamswarup Shukla, publicity ofiicer and Treasurer 
D G C and a member of the P 0 C was airested under D I A 

Siiltanpoie — Th Bu]nath Singh, President Mandal Congiess Committee, 

Tikii was aiiested at his residence under D I A in connection with an alleged 

revolutionary song which he is said to have sung in a Congiess meeting held 
at Debiiyawan 

Hapur^ May 29 — ^iVIr Gukuldas of the A I S A was ariested here by 
Meerut Police under Sec 129 of D I A 

Manipun — Mr Madhonaiam Mudgal, a prominent Congress wprker of 
Mainpun district has been served uith a notice by the District Magistrate 

directing him not to deliver any speech iMthin the distiict for a peiiod of 

2 months 

Agra, May 22 — Maulana Syed Hnsin, Vice-Piesident of the Agra Town 
Congress Committee was ariested undei D I, A for making an alleged objection- 
able speech 

Gorakhpur, June 21 — Mr Krishna Shanker Srivastava, a lawyer of Kasia 
was arrested under D I A 

Ml Biijkishore Sastii, a labour inspector of the P G C has also been 
arrested under D I A 

Agra, June 19 — Mr Naharsingh, a member of the DOG and a former 
raembei of the U P P C 0 was airested under D I A 

Benares — Mi Promode Lahiii, Secretary Mazdoor Sabha was sentenced to 
one yeai’s E I under Sec 38 of D I A 

Agra, May SO —The City Magistrate convicted Mi Jivaram Paliwal, editor 
and Snpatlal Dube, printer and publisher of Satnik and sentenced them to two years’ 
w rigorous imprisonment each and a fine of Es 800 and Es' 500 lespectively or in 
default of the fine six months’ further imprisonment 

The police arrested Mr Hafiz, a labour worker under D I A 
Meerut^ May 30 — Sherjung, an ex- convict of the Ahmedabad dacoity case, was 
arrested under the D I A 

Allaliahad —Mr Abanikanti Chakiavarti, an ex-pohtical prisoner from Bengal 
who 18 at present at Allahabad, has been seived with an order under D I A 
directing him to confine himself within the province of Bengal with efiect from 
June 1 

Allaliahad, June 7 — Dr Rammanohar Lohia was arrested in the premises of 
the A I C C. Office under the D I A 

Sultanpur^ June 3 — Mr Kedarnath Arya, member of A I C C was 
arrested under D I A 

Dehra Dun June 7 —Mr Suiendia Pande and Mr Virendra Pande of 
Gawnpore who have been attending the O I Political Study Summer Session of 
Radical Congressmen here, were arrested under D I A ou a warrant from 
- Cawnpore 

tliiao, June S — Mr Badaprasad Avasthi and Jag Piasad, Yice-piesident or 
the A D C C a former R D Organiser respectively were sentenced to one year’s 
E I under D I A 

Meerut, June S — ^The police raided a shop of a book seller in Ghaziabad and 
seized some communist literature The owner of the shop was ariested under 
D. I^A and lodged in Meerut Jail 

Lucknoio — Mr Piakash Chandra Pande, General Secretary of the Electiic 
Supply Workers’ Union was airested m Ammabad at 5 p m under Secs 38 and 
34 of the D I A ^ ^ 

Unao — Searches weie made in the houses of Mr Shekhar Nath Gangoli, Mr 
Makundnath, Secretary, TJnao Congress Mandal, Mr Eud Naiain Dixit, Secretary, 
Unao Kisan Sangh and Baley Sharma, Secietary, Risan Singh, Safipur 
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Bareilly —Mr Damodar Swamp Soth wa? arrc^^tcd under D I A 
Ahgnrh — Ih Mnlkhan T L A President o[ Aliparh I) C C findah 

Netrapal binuh, editor of Suadech a Conp:rcs3 AVcckly \Ycrc arrest^l under D I A 
Unao — Uhe houses of I^Ir Salublal of Safipur, Mr iJavn Shanker Sailani, 
member of the P C C and Mr Chatrapal Singh were searched 

jhanst —Mr Nityanand, Secretary of the D C C i^Ir Balkri«hna Sarma, 
Prc^^ulent of the Banvasagar jMandal Congress and ^Ir Narain Dass Khaie, n mem- 
ber of the D C C were anested under D I A* 

LxicJ now — SimullaneouB raids wcio earned out m Lruknorv for the recoicry 
of an Urdu book entitled Azadi Ki Na/mcn edited ^Ir Sibtc Uasau 

Lnchnow, June 19 —Police earned out a beatch of residence of Mrs BrajcMi 

^ ^ Allahabad^ June IS —Police ha\e arrested Mr Om Prakasb Sangal and ]Mr 
Eadhanath Chopra to be detained under Sec 129 of D I A 

Vchra Dun, June 19 —Residence of Mr U N PiOy was raided and some 
books, letters and leaflets written in German language were seized 

Police raided the bouse of EajabaUadur Prem Pratap Singh, son of Enja 
Mabendra Pratap Ibc search continued for 8 hours during which correspondence 
that passed between Pern Piatap and bis father and a postcard written in German 
were Eei7cd 

Caunporc,Jiine 21 —Mr DcMdatta Agnoliotn, Picsidcnt of Deputy ka Parao 
Ward Congress Committee was arrested under Rules 31 and 6S {*)) of D I A 

Muzuffainaqar June 22 — A warning to the members of the Mu^anarnngnr 
Bar AssociUion is reported to ba\c been is'^ucd by the Collector of this district 
asking them to stud^ the D I A because the Apsociation passed n rc*^olution 
expressing its inability to contiibutc to the war fund 

Jhansiy June 22 — Bhagwnndas Mobar, a formci prisoner of Lahore Conspirncx 
Case was arrested under D 1 A 

Benarts, June 21 — Mr Sunderlal Gupta, M L A who was being tried under 
Section :>3 of D f A was scntcuccd to lb months^ R I with a fine of Es 200 in 
default further rigorous imprison men! for 0 months 

Benajcs — !Mr Shiva Pujan 'Inpaibi, a prominent Congress woikcr was 
arrested under See 129 of D I A 

Bns(t — ^Ir Iviishna Chandra^Sbarma was arrested under D I A 
LueJ now — Mr Kanbaijalnl K\ckcr was orrcFted under bee JS, D I A 
LucI noto — i\Ir Siiknshna Varma, Secretary of Ilarralgau] Mar Congress 
Committee and Mi Jailal were ni rested under D 1 A Rule 30 


In Bihar 


Baxaul, ITav S —Sant Sewak Pra^^ad, General Secretary, Cbamparan District 
Socialibt Pirty has been urrcbtcd under D I A 

Patna, May 3 — 'Ihrcc Ki'^nn Sabba woilers bare been arrested in Betmb on 
the *Mn3 Day’ under tlie DTE 

Patna, May 2 — Ibe Bihar Police Eer\cd today a notice on Anil Mitra a 
communist now residing in Kadamkunn, Patna, directing him not to li\e anvnbero 
in Bihar and quit the nroMiicc wilinn 21 hours 

Patna, May 3 — ibc ofTicc of the Janata^ a Leftist Ilindi M^cckl} and the prc«a 
in which the journal is printed were senichcd b> the police this monniig and certain 
leaflets and manusciipls i^ero sei7cd - 

Baxaul, May 3 — Pt Kcdarniani Shukla, a forincr political prisoner, lias been 
arrested at Bcttiah, utidcr D I E Mahant Dhanaraj pnri, the President of the 
Cbamparan District Kisan babba bus also been arrested 

bwami Basanlrnnaiula Gin, bccrrtarv of the baran Ki^an babba, Chapra and 
Pandit Bnja Behan Mi«ra were sentenced to 2i years’ rigorous imprisonment under 
bcction 3“) (5) D of the D I E bv bub Diiisional Ofiicer 

Mr Jogesbwar bincb I'rcsuicnt of the bonepur Ibnna Kisan Sabba, was 
arrested at bonepur under beclion -IS (5) of the DIE 

aiie Goicrnment of Bihar i*^siicd an order, under the D 1 A CKkming Fi 
Eamcsb Chandra Aebarva, an ex detenuo, from the Province of Bihar 

Paixxa, May 12 -ft is reported from Monglnr that Mr Bhola Pd, a promin- 
ent Ixwan woikcr and nctuc member of the btudents rcderalion has been arrested 
under D I A 


Faina, May 11 —Mr Eambri'^kh Bcnipun, eduor of the *JanaI a local Hindi 
\Vcekh, was conMclcd and scnlenccd to one xcar’s rigorous impriEonmeut bv the 
Cit} Magistrate lodaj uuder See 33 of the D I A 
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Patna, May 14 —Mr Sheobaclinn, Secretary of the Saran Thana ConsTess 
Committee and Mr Jivendra Brahmachari, Yice Piesident of the Saran District 
Congress Committee vreie convicted foi deliveiing antiwar speeches, and sentenced 
to two years’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Es 100 or in default to six 
months’ further rigorous imprisonment each 

Mr Basant Nandgiii, Secretary of the Saran District Kisan Sabha wnq 
taken into custody under the D I A 

Qaya^ May 15 — Mr Eambalak Sharma, Secretary of the Sub divisional 
Kisan Sabha, Jehanbad, has been arrested under DIE 

Patna, May 16 —Pandit Sheelbhadra Ya ee. M L A was arrested here this 
morning under D I A 

Fern, May 15 —Mr Susil Kumar Majumdar, an ex-detenu of Sahadepur 
Feni, has been served with an order of externment asking him to leave the place 
forthwith 

Patna, May 17 — Four Hindi leaflets, stated to contain matters prejudicial to 
the Defence of India Eules, have been declared proscribed and all their copies 
forfeited by the Government of Bihar, according to a Gazette notification 

Jamalpur, May S5 — Babu Karey bingh was airested under the DIE 
Motihari, May 2S — ^Umashankar Sukla and Sant Sevak, who have been sen- 
tenced to undergo two months’ rigorous imprisonment and to pay a fine of Es 50 
each under the Police Act are awaiting another trial under Section 38 of the 
D. I A 

Patna, June 1 —The police carried out searches in a number of houses and 
institutions in Hajipur 

Monghyr, May 81 —About 700 copies of a Hindi book entitled “Antarjwala” 
have been seized by the police, who raided the residence of the author Mr Naresh 
Prasad Vaima Visharad, and the press where the book was printed 

Permanand Prasad a college student, has been airested here under DIE 
Patna, June 16 — Kanahai Singh, a kisan of Patna district was arrested at 
Paliganj yesterday, under the D I A 

Patna^ June 18 — Mv Sagai Singh, a prominent kisan worker, was arrested at 
Blasaurhi Under the D I A 

Hajipur, June 24 —Two members of the Muzaffarpur D G C residing m 
Gandhi Ashram at Hajipur were arrested and some pamphlets published by the 
Bihar Coii^eBS Socialist Party seized by the police undei D I A 

Bhagalpur, June 20 — Mr Deva Naram Misra and several others have been 
^ arrested under D I A Pandit Panchanand Jha, Manager, Srivastava Piess, 
Bhagalpur was arrested under D I A 

Gaya, June 24 — Mr Abdul Aziz, a member of the Congress Socialist Party 
and a Congress worker of Gaya district was arrested under D I A 

Patna June 25 — On the strength of a warrant issued by the District Magis- 
trate of Dehra Dun, the Kotwali police ariested Mr Par man and, the General 
Secretary of the League of Eadical Congressmen of Bihar 

' Mr. Kishore Prosanna Sinha, Secretary of the Bihar Socialist Party was arrest- 
ecL under D I A 

Patna June 26 —Mr Chandra Singh, ex-political piisoner of Bihar is reported 
to have been arrested at Calcutta under D I A 

In Bombay 

Bombay, May 22 — Mr Mohammed Syed, a Labour Leader, Vice-President of the 
Girni Kamgar Union (Eed Flag) and a Coiporator, ariested under the Defence of 
India -Act, Eule 38 lead with Eule 34 for a speech to have been delivered on the 
27th March at the time of the textile strike 

Eeleased on bail of Es 3000 on undertaking not to make a speech in Bombay 
while on bail and that he would report to the C I D whenever required to do so 
Charges framed on May 30, 1940 Case proceeding 

Bombay, May 22 — Miss Godavari Gohkale, a member of the Servants of India 
and Labour leader, arrested at the Servants of India Society premises for breach 
of the order under the Defence of India Eules by delivering a lecture at Ambar- 
nath on May Day, and taken to Kalyan 

^ On May 23, 1940 she was placed before the Magistrate of Kalyan and was 
jremanded to Police custody till May 25 

On June 4, 1940 charges were framed against her under Eule 26 (6) of the 
Defence of India Act Accused pleaded not guilty Case adjoiuned for further 
evidence. 



’40 1 AKP.ESTS AND CONVICTIONS 1S9 

Bombay May es —Mr P K Kur'^ne, Member, Bombay P C C , arrested 
under the Defence of India Rules for making an alleged anti-vrar spcecb some time 
back Bailed out on a sum of Ps 5^0 on 3Iny 24, 1910 Case pending 

Bombay, May —Mr Bapat (Senapali) pro'^ccuted under the authority of 
the Provincial Government on a charge of ^edition for addressing a gathering 
during the ‘National Week’ on 0th A])ril 1940 at Bombay (Chowpatty) under the 
auspices of the Torward BloJ, was «cntenccd to 1 years II I 

Bombay, May SG —Mr Indulal Yagnik arrested under the Defence of India 
Act Eeleased on bail on Maj 27, 1940 but rearre^ted same night on a charge of 
making speeches in contravention of the order served on him under the Defence 
of India Act It was also stated on behalf of the pro«^eciUion that Mr Indulal 
Yagnik had committed a breach of the prohibitory order served on him under the 
Defence of India Act bv publishing a statement m a newspaper 
Again relea‘ied on bail and ca°c is proceeding 

Bombay, May SO — Sjt Girdharlal llnkkar and Mr C Jam, who were 
arrested on May 19, 1940 sentenced to eight days' R I 

Bombay^ May 20 —Mr Amir Haider Khan, Member Bombay P C C arrested 
under the Defence of India Act for two alleged anti-war speeches said to have 
been made on Apnl 23 and 28th last in Bombay Remanded to Jail custody 
till 8th June 

Bombay, May 20 — ]Mr Amir Haider Khan Alcmbcr Bombay P C C arrested 
Member of the (Antral Ex:ccutive of the All-India Kisan Sabha, General Sccrelafy 
of the Bombay Provincial Trade Union Congress, etc, arrested at Ankola under 
the Defence of India Rules To be interned in Bombay 

Bombay May 6 —Mr L fc Nagaxkar, Member of the Council of Action 
of the Gimi Kamgar Union (Red Plaj:) and a prominent worker of the North 
Bombay Students' Union, arrested under the Defence of India Rules for two nlle-' 
ged speeches on 28th March and 9th April Remanded to jail custodv till Ctb June 
Bombay, June 6 — 1 Mr A S R Chan Advocate, 2 Mr Jnlaluddin Bukhari, 
a Kisan worker, 3 Mr R S Naidu, A Political cartoonist, 4 Chandravadan 
Chaudhan Jt Hon Sec> All India Students Federation, 5 Sudhlr laliro, 
GAB Khandkar 7 S G Tambitkar, 8 B B Ranguckar, arrested vAidcr the 
Defence of India Act and taken to Poona, it is understood, to be interned 

Note — Some of the houses and oflices of these persons were searched 
by the Police At Mr Chan’s place, it is understood the Police seized two 
books from his library— fctalin’s Life and Lenin s Icacbings Ihc Oflicc of the 
National Front' and the rcBidcncc of Mr R S Naidu were al^o searched* 
and a mass of literature is alleged to have been seized from the latjcr place 
ACID icportcr and a few plain clothes policemen also visUaHhc OHilq 
of the Girni Kamgar Union but, it is learnt, took no action bevond a plain 
‘look see' 

Surat, June 7 — ]Mr Jashwant Thakkar, President of the Bomba v Prcsidencv 
Students ledcration, arrested at Surat under the Defence of India Act, Brought 
to Bombay enroute to Poona where he will be interned 

Bombay, June 7 — Mr Shankcr alias Babasabcb Keshav -Plnnsill ar 
proprietor of the Umvcisal Astrological and Statistical Bureau, Bombay, and his 
fcon jMr M aman, alms Rao Saheb, arrested under the Defence of India Rules 
for alleged circulation of filse and alarming news about the war 

Allowed bail to the sum of Rs 500 on June 8, 1940 Case pending 

In Karnatal 


BcJgaum, June 11 —Dr Tendulkar, who is connected with the *‘TT’'crfa” a 
^laratiii weekly paper of Bcigaum, has been arrested under the Defence of 
India Rules 

Bcigaum, June 1j —Under the D I A Prabhakar Panilekar, printer 
publisher and keeper and I^Iessrs Galgall and Sawant, joint editors of the 
**Warta*’ Belgaum were arrested 

The Government of Bombav have demanded n secunlv of Rs 3/jOO under 
Section 3 of the Indian Press (Lmergenev Powerc) Act from the keeper of tlie 

^eckb Wartn wbith published ort’" 
April 23 last maUers falling within the D I R 

ncfur67ia ^ 

Alola, Junes -Mr Ompral ash Mehta of Nagpur who was orrc«ted Ia«t 
Saturday was sentenced to undergo 2 years bard labour under the D I 
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In Maharashtra 

Nastk, Mat/ 13 —Mr Govindrao Deshpande, M L A and a prominent 
Cogress leader of the Nasik District and the Secretary of the Maharashtra 
P G C has been earned by the Bombay Government that "he should take care 
'n'hile speaking m public meeting 

Foona, Apnl 16 —Mr V M Bhushkute, who was arrested on April 6 under 
the DIE was convicted and sentenced to one year’s E I and a fine of 
Es 5G0 or in default to sis months’ further imprisonment 

Foona, May SI —Mr D Y Babhale, a Foiward Bloc worker has been 
arrested under Section 42 and 111 of the D I A 

Sholapitr, May 21 —Mr K K Deshpande, a labour leader was arrested 
under D I A 

Sholapui, Mail SI —Mrs Miniskshibai Karhadkar, a member of the Eed 
flag Girnikamgar TJmon was arrested under D I A 

Sholapur, May SI —Mr Yishuupaut Patil and the labour leader Mr Madiir 
were airested under D I A 

Mr M D Yibhute arrested last week under D I A was sentenced to IS 
months E I and a fine of Es 100 

Foona, June IS — Mr S M Joshi, Socialist leader and member of the 

A I C G and Mr Madho Limaye, Secretaiy, Provincial Socialist Party were 
arrested under D I A 

Foona, June 10 — Sjt Keshao Gorey was arrested under D I A 

Foona, June IS —Mr Y D Chitale, a member of the A I C C was 

arrested under D I A for an alleged objectionable speech made by him on 
May 1 last 

hlr K E Saraant has been arrested under D I A 

Foona, June SO — Houses of LIr K N Padke socialist leader, Mr E Y 

Joshi of the Students’ Federation and five others weie searched by the x>olioe 

I TF Frontier Frohnces 

Feshawar, May 17 —Mr Khuram Khan was ariested today by the C ID 
Police at Nowsbera for keeping in his possession 125 posteis entitled “Jangi Bigul” 
(trumpet of wax) 

FeshotVQi, May SS — Lnla Kandan Lai, of the Yernacular Press, was arrested 
by the Police under Eule 38 D I E it is alleged for circulating an incorrect report 
Feshairar, Ju?ie 8 — About a dozen searches of the bouses of leading Forward 
Bloc woikers of the province were made by the police simultaneously carlv this 
morning' in Peshawar city and villages in the distiict in connection with the hunt 
for two cyclostyled pamphlets entitled ^Weekly Bolshevik” and \Tang-ka Bigul” 
(lrumpet"of war, described as objectionable) 

Peshawar, June 12 —The house of Mr Ealsarannagina, a socialist kisnn 
worker was searched yesterday in the city by the C I D Inspector when some 
proscribed literatuie was seized 

Peshaivnr, June So —Four persons are reported to have been arrested at 
Utmanzai for alleged propaganda against currency notes 

In I^agpur 

Kagpur, June S4 — Mr Choutbmal, a Kisan worker was arrested by the police 
on a warrant under the Defence of India Eules from Akola 

In Mahakoshal 

" Juhhulpore, May S4 — Mr Ananda Eao Lokhande was placed under arrest 
under Section 32 (1) of the D I A 

The police raided a number of houses in Betul and Multai in quest of pros- 
cribed literature and is reported to have removed some alleged objectionable books 
and leaflets from these bouses 

Bctvl — Accoidiug to a message from Betul, Babu Eao Dbote, a member of 
the D G C was ariested under D I A and sentenced to 3 years E I 

Beharilal Patel M L A and Srikiishna Powar, both Congressmen, have been 
asked to present themselves personally in the court of Disfciict Magistrate of Betul 
Btlaspur — Eight Congressmen were arrested on various political charges 

In Tamil Nadu 

Idtipulapadu, May S — Mr Kakarala K Eao, captain of Kisan Seva Dal, 
and drill-master of the Central Kisan School was arrested under D I A 
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ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS 


Trichtnopoly, Vay 15 —Mr M Kfllyiinsundara Iludalnr Vice president of 
S T Radivay Labour Union, Golden liOwk and secrctarv of the Tnchinopoly 

Congrees Committee Mi D^ndapani, pecrctary of tbe taluk con^^ress corDmittoc and 
five others were arrested toda\ under i> 1 A i » 

Vizagapatcim^ May 1 C —iMr P Syamasundara Kao M L A , rrc'^idcnt or 
the Andhra Ki-an Sahha has hern served with a notice by the Madras Go> em- 
inent under Fade b of the DIO prohibUinr^ him from actinc^ m a manner 
prejudicial to the maintenance of public order and diT*c.tinf^ him to reside m 
Jcchhapuram, abstain from maUw;^ public speeches and Icep the D M of Viza^a* 
patam informed of a change of his residence 

Coivibatore, June li —Mr C P fcubbhiab, M L A has been arrested 

under D I A , , , t 

Chicacokt May if — Mr J Famalinfrajja of Guntur district has been arrested 

under 1) 1 A 

PolloiMn^ home Fcarchcs and alleged recovorj of certain clo'nimcnts, Mc'^srb 
T C ]Sara\anan X imbiar and K Vasudc\, So i disC members of K PC 0*\icrc 
arrested under ‘Section dO (1) of D I A ^ 

Madura, June — bmt K P Tanaki Amnul Vice-president, Midura Town 
Congress Committee uas ai rested under the D I A at her residence in Kalulhni 
poly Agraharam 


In Kerala 

Caheut, Jane S — Mohammad Yusuf, a member of the Kerala ProMncial 
Congre^^s Committee, was arrested at "lirur under D I A 

Calicut, June 5 — ‘‘Red blurt' volunteers, who arc said to be members of 
some local Labour Unions were arrestM under D f A 

Calicuiy June 7 — ihe Kcnla Provincial Congress Committee Oflico at 
Chalapuram was searched 

(Jaheut, Junes — ^Uhe OfTico of the Ernad Taluk Congress Committee at 
Kamanatlukara and the houcc:) of Messrs P M Krishna ^lonon. Members, 
K P C C,P M Madhava Menon were searched in connection with communist 
leaflets 

Caheut^ June 13 — Air T Slohammad Yusuf has been sentenced to undergo 

one gear's rigorous imprisonment on each of two counts the sentence to lun 

concurrcntlv 

Calicut JuncCI —The Calicut police have filed a case ncrainst Mr E M b 
Nambudnpad, Joint bccretar^ of the All India Congress Socialist Parta under 
Section 33 (1) and 33 (2) of the D I A 'I ho charges are based on a Jtorewonl 
written by Mr X^ambudripad to n bool named ‘Jatindra Nath Das’ published 
from Cochin 

llic police have charged also Mr P Kamkatti Nair under Sections 39 (1) 
and 39 ^G) of the D I A for alleged possession of communist literature 

Calicut, July 3 —Mr Muhammad Abdul Pvahman Khan, President of the 

Kerala Provincial Congress Committee and Mr Kunhiraman Xair, Captain of the 

Kerala Congress Volunteer Corps were arrested under D I K 

Li Assam 


Mr Amiya Das Gup^a member of the Working Committee of the All India 
Students' Federation and Treasurer of the Bengal Provindal Students’ Federation 
was served with a notice under the Defence of India Rules asking him to quit the 
province of Assam and to reside m Bcncal 

Shillong June 14 —An externraent order under the Defence of India Rules 
has been served jointlj on Umesh Lai Singh and Sucinndra Lai Singh of Tnpura 
State bv the Government of As^^am * 

Shillong June 14 —The Government of \c':aTn have decided, under the Indian 
Press (Emergenev Powers) Act, all copies whercicr found of a handwritten Beneah 
leaflet entitled “Swadhinatar Awblnn” (call of Independence) and all otiicr 
docnmenls containing copies, reprint^ translation, extracts from the leaflet, to be 
forfeited 


Sylhet, Tunc 15 —The Government have demanded a sccuritv of ] CfO from 
tlio Xaya rjcftist or^-in of the pro-incc of A^-im in connection’ inth nn 

article cntUIea Council Assembly and the Kisan movement” 

SMlo iq, Ju^a 10 —An c-ctcrnnicnt order lias been sened bv the A«am 
Government on Mr Abani Cinnn %cn of TolhRiinec, Calcutta 

June -Mr Abani Ciiaran Sen, Orpinfsin^' Secretary of the A==im Eailwav 
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and Trading Co Workers’ Union at Dibrugarli (Assam) has been served with an 
order in Calcutta under the Defence of India Rules diiecting him no to enter the 
province of Assam 

^ In Andhra 

" Cuddalore^ May 15 —Mr V N Kudwa, Distiict Magistrate of S Aicot has 
issued warning notices, under D I A to Messrs Aiyamperumal Pillai 
Thulasingham and Eanganathan all of Villupuram, Eamakrishna Aiyar Tirukoilur 
and S A Rahim of Kumbakonam for alleged anti-war speeches made* by them 

Madra% May 11 —An Older has been served on Mr P Syamasundara Eao 
M L A President of the Andhia Kisan Sabha under D I A directing him 

to reside in Ichchpur, abstain from making public speeches and to keep the District 

Magistrate, Vizagapatam, informed of every change of his residence 

Ellore, May 20 — Mr Th Yenkatachalapathi, of the West Godavary District 
Congress Committee was served with orders under DIO asking him to leave 
Ellore within 24 hoius and reside in Vendra, a Village in Bhimavarom Taluk, 
and also piohibiting him from making any jiubhc speeches during the currency 
of the order 

Madras, May 28 — Mr Ananda Eao Lakhanda, was arrested under D I A 

Trichur , May 25 —Mr K K Warner, a labour leader of Trichur, Mr 

M A George and I^r Francis, author and printer respectively of a book entitled 

Yatheendas, have been arrested under D I A 

Ellore^ May 24 — Mr T V Chalapathi, Manager of West Godavari District 
Congress Committee Office, has been served with an older by the local police 
requiring him under Eule, 27, D I A to leave Ellore and reside in the i illage of 
Vendra, Bhimavaram taluk 

Tenah, June 1 — Mr Araveti Eamaiah and Mr K Subba Eao, Congress 
Socialist have been arrested under D I A 

Cocanada, June 10 —Mr P Venkataswara Eno, and Mr S V Eatnam, 
Socialist Lfeadeis, weie sentenced to pay a fine of Es 200 each in default to undergo 
imprisonment for six months under Indian Press Emergency Act 

Nellore,June 13 — Mr Eavi Audiseshayja and Mr K Krishna Eao, Secretary 
of the Co-operative Central Bank, were arrested today under D I A 

In Utkal 

12-6-40 : — ^An extern men t order under the Defence of India Rules was 
served on^Mr Balai Bose, a Bengal labour worker, directing him to leave the Oiissa 
Piovmce within 24 hours 

In Sindh 

Karachi, May 23 — Mr Ahmed Khan Lasi, Secretary of the Lasbella 
Nationalist Paity, has been arrested under the Defence of India Act for distributing 
anti-war leaflets 

Karachi, May 23 — Mr Mohamed Nasim Talvi, Editor of the ‘Baluchistan 
Jadad’’ who had been arrested under the Defence of India Act for pnnting some 
obiechonable leaflet in his own press, was bound over by the City Magistrate, in a 
sum of Es 500 for 12 months, 

^ In Gujarat 

Ahmedahad May 8 — Sardar Makhan Singh, General Secretary of the East 
Afiican Trade Union, who recently came to India and has been associated for the 
last three months with the Mill Kamadar Union in Ahmedahad, was arrested 
under D I A 

Ahmedahad, May 20 — Mr Indulal Yagnik, the Acting General Secretary of 
the All India Kisan Sabha, was seried with an order under the Defence of India 
Act* today directing him to reside and remain within the limits of Ahmedahad 
district and take no pait in any political communist, agrarian or labour movement 
or agitation 

Surat, June 27 — ^Three kisan workers have been arrested under the Defence 
of India Act on the charge of making speeches and advising people not to subscribe 
to ifar loans 



The All India Congress Committee 

Poona — 27th and 28th July 1940 

rrnSJDFNT’b &TATI:i!I:^T 

A meeting of Ibc All India Congress Committee was held at Poona on July 
27 and 28 1910 in Coiifc^rebs House Maulana Abul Kalam Azad presided 18b 

members were present , r- i ^ t j 

Before commencing the proceedings, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad made a 
Bla^cmcnt explaining the two oOicial resolutions as also the circumstances leading 
up (o the A I C C meeting at Poona A summary is guen here — 

It was hardly four months and two weeks since they met at Pamgarh but 
during tins short penod the world had changed almost but of recognition Olus 
change was not onl> in respect of outward form but it had almost brought about 
a reiailulion in ideas and beliefs It would not bo possible for us not to bo 
nlTcctcd b> all that has happened and therefore, it becomes our dut\ to rc\icw 
our own position and take stock of ibc situation with a mow to seeking what 
changes we should make in our own attitude 

Iwo important decisions of the Congress Worling Committee arc to be placed 
before aou One of these is known as the Wardha fetatement Although there 
is nothing new in it as it relates to the basic policy of the Indian JN^ational 
Congress, it becomes our duty to consider it as this House represents the 
Congress 

It was not at the Wardha meeting in June last that Mahatma Gandhi 

raised the ciiicsUou of iiou-\iolcncG for the first time He had raised 

It two a cars ago In fceptember 1933 the All India Congress Coraniittcc 

met at Delhi At this meeting of the Congress Working Committee ^lahatma 
Gandhi raised the issue of extending the principle of non iiolench which the 
Congress had followed in regard to its internal policy fox the la^t twenty joars 
to other spheres 

I^Iahatma Gandhi wanted the CkmgrcBs at this stage to declare that a free 
India would eschew all Molencc and would have no nimy to defend the country 
against atrgrcssion 'Fho Congress ^^hould thus depend entirely upon non-violence 
for the purpose of dealing with internal disorders and external nggtcssion 
Mahatma Gandhi felt that he had to gno the message of non-\iolcncc to the 
world and if he could not i ersuade his own countr\mcii to accept it, it would be 
diflicult for him to preach it to others The Congress Working Comhizttcc Icit 
itself unable to accept hia position and explained its diGicultics to IMaliatma 
Gandhi Ihe issue howcicr did not assume any serious proportion then as the 
SIiuucli Agreement postponed the war 

The question was again raised by Mahatma Gandhi when war broke out jn 
September last In No^ ember last when Gandhiji went to interview the Viccrov 
he asked me and other members of the Working Committee to relieve him of 
the rcspouEibilitj of guiding the Congress polic> and lea\c liim free to pursue in 
his own wa\ the policj of non-\iolcnce The Committee however, once again 
]>crFuadcd Mahatma Gandhi to postpone decision At Ramgarh Mahatma 
raided this question for the third time On this occasion Mahatma Gnndlii also 
referred to other weakne«^s in the Congress orgnuisaiion and expressed n dcsira 
to be rcheicd of rcsponsibiliU 9 his came ns iC shock to the Working Coramutce 
and if I had not practicallj forced Mahatma Gandhi to postpone decision of the 
issue once apain, a cri‘'is would have arisen as early as at Ramgarh 

lou will thus see that this issue had been hanging fire for over two rears 
and when we met m Wardha in June last Mahatma Gandhi wanted tlic Committee 
to make lip Its mind once for all as the international situation had become 
delicate and he felt that a decision on such a \ilal issue could not be poslron^ 
aio longer Eicn then I Incd to persuade Mahatma Gandhi once alam to 
nobtponc the matter ns I knew the dangers and the difiicullics of a deci^-Ion 
9 here is not a soul in the Concrcss who is not ansious to go the whole length 
with ^lahatma Gandhi, if he can help it , but we cannot clcse our eves to hard 
facts \N c know that arms and ammunitions have not been able to save th*» 
freedom of ITance, Holland, Belgium and ^sorway but we also know that human 
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natiire even after realising the futility of armed resistance is not prepared to 
give up force We had not the courage to declare that we shall organise a State 
in this country without an armed force If we did it would be wrong on our 
part Mahatma Gandhi has to give the message of non-violence to the world 
and, therefore, it is his duty to propagate it but we have to consider our position 
as the representatives of ^the Indian Nation meeting in the Indian National 
Congress Ihe Indian National Congress is a political organisation pledged to 
win the political independence of the country It is not an institution for 
organising world peace 

Honestly we cannot go as far as Mahatma Gandhi wants us to go We 
admit that it is a weakness on our part but it is a weakness which we share 
with the entire humanity Though we cannot go with Mahatma Gandhi the whole 
hog, we do not wish to stop him from pursuing his own path Yet realising 
the loss that the Congress would suffer on being depnved of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
guidance, I was tempted to approach him once agm to defer his decision on this 
issue I had thrice succeeded in my attempt but this time, I failed because 
Mahatma Gandhi pointed out that it was no use postponing his decision on this 
vital issue for the moment was fast approaching when the Congress would have 
to take a final decision and therefore, it was better that each party decided to 
follow its own path I placed the whole matter before the Working Committee 
and invited separately the opinion of each member Most of us felt that we were 
not able to take up the grave responsibility of declaring that we would completely 
eschew violence when we bad to deal with widespread internal disorder in this 
countiy or external aggression But we all were quite clear in our minds that 
so far as the struggle for winning our independence was concerned non-violence 
would continue to occupy the same place m the Congress programme that it had 
occupied all these 20 years We all felt that the slightest de\iation m this 
respect will mean political suicide for the Congress 

Whatever success we have achieved in our struggle during all these years 
has been due to our unflinching faith lu non-violence, and if we have not 
succeeded to the extent to which we ought to have succeeded, it is due to oar 
inability to practise non-violence to the fuller extent If we ever give up this 
idea, we shall be burying the Congress I feel I must take you further m 
confidence and inform you that there are four members of the Working Committee, 
Babu Eajendra Piasad, Dr Prafnlla Chandra Ghose Mr Kripalani and Mr 
Shankenao Deo who feel that they can go the whole length with Mahatma Gandhi 
You already know about Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 

There are people who think that by passing the Delhi resolution the ConCTess 
Working Committee has made a departure from past resolutions I wisn to 
emphasise that this is a wrong view Even if we wished to take a new step we 
could not do so because we have behind us a senes of resolutions and statements 
issued from time to time by the Congress Working Committee during the past 
few months We cannot demolish all these We have not the right to do so 
We have not the power to do so Changes in the international situation however 
are so serious that we cannot shut our eyes to them and proceed blindly We 
have not abated our oiiginal demand in any way We have demanded 
the unequivocal declaration of India’s Independence As a provisional 
measure we have asked for the establishment of a representative national 
government > 

Although Mahatma Gandhi would not be responsible for the policy of the 
Congress any longer, his advice would always be available to the Working 
Committee and the Congress Our relations will continue with him as long as he 

lives and I pray to God that he may be spared long to guide us We must 

however realise that the natuie^ of his guidance will not be the same as before 
and this adds greatly to our respQiisibility We have a great objective to achieve , 
we have an ideal before us “which is sufficient to inspire any group of people 
There may be ups and downs and difficulties may beset our path but we need not 
be disheartened or dis-spirited by these 

We have to solve every difficulty that presents itself to us and we have also 
to recognise the hard fact of Mahatma Gandhi’s separation from us We must 
bear it bravely In this difficult hour it is our duty to be united I therefore 
appeal to you to sink all differences and to face bravely the trials that he ahead 
of us This IS what the countiy demands from us and this is what the Congress 
expects us to do If we fail in this hour of tnal, the world will have a poor 

opinion of us , but I am sure that we shall not iail 
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Kcsolullos 

The following resolutions as rccomin ended by the Working Committee were 
then placed before the committee and passed 

WaPDIU ST^TFM^*^T 

The Alee has coiiBidercd the statement issued bj the^^o^Vlng 
Committee from Wardha on June 21, 1910 and confirmed it 'llie A I C C is 
of opinion that as C’rplaincd therein, while the Congress must continue to adhere 
etnetij to the principle of iion-MoIence in the struggle for independence, U is 
unable, in the present circumstances to declare that tlic principle sliould he 
extended to free IndiaM national defence 

The A I O 0 desire to aflirm that the Congress organisation should 
continue to bt conducted on the principle of non-MoIencc and all Congre-s 
%oIunteerB are bound b> their piccige to remain non Molent in the dischaiie of 
their duty and no Con gross Yolunlccr Organ ibalion can be formed or maintainc<l 
except on that basis Any other volunteer organisation for the purpo^^e -of 
Bclf-defence with which Congressmen arc associated must likewise adhere to 
non-\ lolcnce 

Deliu RnsoiUTioN^ 

The meeting of the All India Congress Committee confirms the Working 
Committee’s Delhi resolution of Jul> 7, 1910 

NOK-OmCIAL PnSOIUTIONS 

The A I 0 C Ofiicc received notice of four non oflicml ro^^olulions to be 
moved at the meeting S of these resolutions were co\crcd 1)) the Oflicml 
resolutions , the remaining one was withdrawn by the mover 


The Working Committee Proceedings 
Poona — 25th to 27th July 1940 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Poona from 2’>th to 27th 
July, 1910 Uhe members present were Mnulana Abul Ivnlara Azad (PrcMdcnt), 
Bhns Sarojini Naidu, Jawalmrlnl Kehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendrn Prasad, 
Ra]agopalacbanar, Jnmnnlal Baja], Bhulnbhai Desai, Shankerrno Deo, Prafiilla 
Chandra Ghosh, Asafali, and J B Knpolam 

ShriB Pattabhi Sitaramayva, Narendra Dev, Achjut Patwardhnn and Yijaya 
Lakehrai Pandit were present b> Bpecial invitation 

The following resolutions were passed — 

CONDOLFNCE 

The Committee express their deep Borrow and indignation at the brutal 
murder of Hnssaram S Pamnani, M L A LIcmber of A ICC who was ehot 
dead while ho was engaged in the task of inquiring into the alleged minder of 
Assudaraal, a Congressman of Sind and offer their condolences to the family of 
the deceased 

This Committee also note with deep sorrow the circumstances under which 
Sardnr Autnr Singh, member, A I C C was fatallj slabbed in Gujranwalla 
and offer their condolences to his family 

Compulsory Lnvir-s 

The Working Committee have received reports from many parts of the country 
that compulsion is being applied on a considerable scale, on the part of subordinate 
officials for the purpose of realising contributions for war purposes. Collections 
ordered to be made by official s from peasants and wage earners arc bound to result 
in considerable harassment, coercion ana distress Compulsory levies are not only 
against the existing law of the land as well as the emergency laws but arc also 
oppo*?!^! to the declared ]>olicy of responsible ofiicers of the Government All 
compulsory levies and coercion in the collection of funds should be immediately 
Btopped, and, where such compulsion is applied, people should refuse to submit to it 

Discipiin^py Actiov 

The Working Committee have learnt with surpnee the attempt made hv some 
Congress members of the Ons‘5a IvCgishtne Assembly lo form n ministry in 
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coalition with other groups against the declared policy and resolution of the 
Congress 

The Working Committee have considered the explanation given by Pandit 
Godavans Misra and note that Snjiit Jadumani Mangara] has not furnished any 
explanation in spite of notice given to him In the opinion of the Workinc 
Committee the action taken by Pandit Godavans Misra and Siiyut Jadumani 
Mangara] is a gross act of indiscipline and deserving the highest condemnation 
The Working Committee call upon them to resign their seats from the Legislative 
Assembly which they secured on behalf of the Congress, disqualify them from 
becoming men^eis of the Congress for a period of three years and debar them 
from standing as candidates for election to any local body or legislature on behalf 
of the Congress for a like penod and thereafter until further orders In view 
of the emphatic denial by Snyut Jagannath Das of any participation in the attempt 
to form a coalition ministry and his explanation no action against him is 
called for 

In view of the interview of Pt Nilkantha Das published in the Press and 
other information received, Pt Nilkantha Das is called upon to state what part, 
if any, he had in this attempt and to furnish such other explanation ns he may 
wish to offer by the lOth August, 1940 to the President 

A I C C Resolutions 

The Working Committee adopted the two resolutions confirming the resolution 
passed at Wardha and Delhi to be placed before the A I C C (For text see p 195) 
The nest session of the Congress 

The Committee authorised the President to decide finally the question of the 
venue otlhe next session of the Congress in consultation with the parties concerned 

Baghelkhand 

In view of the fact that the Mahakoshal P C C has approved of the 
proposed transfer of Baghelkhand from Mahakoshal to U. P, the Working 
Committee sanction this transfer 


Wardha — 18th to 22nd August 1940 

Resolutions 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Waidha from 18th to 
23id Angiist, 1940 The members present were 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (President), Shris Sarojini Naidii, Ja^a aharlal Nehru, 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Eajendia Piasad, Ea]agopahchariar, Jamnalal Ba]a], Bhulabhai 
Desai, Shankerrao Deo, Govindballabh Pant, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, B}ed 
Mahmud, Asafali, and J B Kripalani 

Shri Pattabhi Sitaramayya and Maulana Husain Ahmad were present by special 
invitation 

The miiuites of the last three meetings of the Working Committee held 
respectively at Wardha, June 17-21 , Delhi, July 3-7 and Poona July 25-27, 1940 
were confirmed The following resolutions were passed 

Viceregal Declaration 

The Working Committee have read the statement issued by the Viceroy on the 
authority of the British Government on the 8th of August aud the repoit of the 
speech of the Secretary of State for India in the House of Commons explaining the 
Viceroy's statement They note with deep regret that the Biitish Government have 
te]ected the friendly offer and practical suggestion contained in the Poona resolution 
of the A I C C on 2Sth July framed for a solution of the deadlock and to 
enable^the Indian National Congress to withdiaw its non-coopeiation and to seeme 
in the present crisis the patnotic cooperation of all the people of India m the 
governance of India and the organisation of national defence 

The Working Committee ha\e read with deep pain and indignation the 
declarations and assumptions contained in the statements and speeches made on 
behalf of the British Government which seek to deny India her natural right of 
complete national fieedom and reiterate the untenable claim that Britain bIiouIcL 
maintain herself in a dominant position in India in the discharge of the higher 
functions of the state These claims lender false and empty even their 6Tru 
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momi=e to recognise India at an early date, as a free and equal unit in tbe British 
^Jommonuealth Such claims and recent erents and developments in the toe 

confirmed the Committee’s conviction that India cannot function within the orbit 
of an imperial power and must attain the status of a free and independent nation 
Ihis does not prevent close association with other countries within a comity of free 

natiO^foT^he peace of opinion that the assertion contained in the 

statements made on behalf of the Bntish Government that they will not part with 
power and responsibility m favour of the elected representatives of the people of 
India, and that therefore, the present autocratic and irresponsible system of 
trovernment roust continue so long as any group of people or luc innees, ns 
distinguished from the people of the States or perhaps even foreign vested interests 
arise objections to any constitution framed by the elected representatives of the 
people of Indn, is a direct encouragement and incitement to cml discord nnd 
Ftrifct and amounts to a fatal blow to all willingness to coropxomise and adjustment 

of claim® ^ 

The Committee regret that although the Congress has never thought in 
terras of coercing any minority, much less of ashing the Bntish Government to do 
GO, the demand for a Fcttleraent of the constitution through a Constituent Assembly 
of duly elected representatives has been misrepresented as coercion and the issue of 
minorities has been made into an insuperable barrier to India’s progress The 
Congress has proposed that minority rights should be amply protected b> agreement 
with elected representatives of the minorities concerned ‘The Working Committee 
therefore cannot but conclude that the attitude and assertions contained in theso 
BtatemcntB made on b^aU of the Bntish Government confirm the prevailing feeling 
that the Bnlish authority has been continually operating so as to cieafe, maintain 
and aggravate difTerences in India’s national life 

The Working Committee note with astonishment that the demand for the 
constitution of a Provisional National Government composed of persons commanding 
the confidence of the various elected groups in the present Central Lcgialature, 
formed under the 1919 ConsUtulion of India, has been described by the Secretary 
of btatc for India as one that would raise the unsolved constitutional issue and 
prejudge it m favour of the majority and against the minorities The Working 
Committee are of opinion that the rejection of this proposal unmistakably indicates 
that there is no willingness on the part of the British Government to part with any 
power and authority even for the immediate purpose of securing cooperation in war 
efforts The British Government would gather together and cany on^with such 
dissentient groups and individuals as oppose the wishes of the majoniy of the people 
of India and without any coordination with elected legislatures at the Centre or in 
the Provinces rather than concede anything that would work towards the reco^^ni- 
tion of the rights of the people of India to rule themselves democratically 

Tor these reasons the Working Committee have come to the conclusion that 
the statemcDts referred to are whollj opposed not only to the principle'* of democrat y 
as acclaimed by the Bntish Government in the War, but also to the beat interests of 
India, and the} cannot be a part) to accepting the pTopo=als contained in the 'State- 
ments or advising the countr) to accept them The Working Commtttco consider 
that these dcUY'itions and ofiers not only fall far short of the Congress demand but 
would be impediments to the evolution of a free and united Indn 
1 Committee call upon the people to condemn the atfifndc adopted 

bv the British Government by means of public meetings and olherwiEe ns also 
through their elected representatives m the provincial legislatures ' 

Stpuggie ' - 

Tlie deciBion of the British Government to enforce their will in ^ India in 
opposition to the wiH of the great majority of the people and regardless oLconse- 
qucnces has produced a situation of Uie utmost graritr The rejection of the Con- 
pecs proposals IS proof of the Bntish Government’s deterramation to contmim to 
hold India bv the sword In order to compass this end they have been chdeavonr- 
ing to undermine the Blrcngth of the Congrecs by pickmg up and 
hundreds of public workers mchiding some of the best workers o! thTcZr r^ 
under the Dc^nce of India Act which has no popular Fanction whatever^ The 
desire of the Congrcbs not to embarracs the British Government, at a Bme of nenl 
for them, has been misunderstood and despised Thev arc imuosinfr In 
|.rcES a stn^Lle to amd.cate .ts rosH.on \nd (o not for Th^ preservation 
libert.es and honour of (he people. The Congress esn ha. e no^ thSi but that 
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of the supreme good of the dumb and toiling millions of India and through them 
of the whole of submerged humanity, 

In view of the gravity of the situation the Working Committee have decided 
to convene ^ a meeting of the All India Congress Committee on Sunday 
September 15 

The Working Committee call upon all Congress organisations to carry on 
their activities with full vigour and, in particular, to explain the Congress position 
and recent developments to the public Satyagraba Committees must see that 
those who have taken the pledge act in terms of this pledge and carry on the 
constructive and other activities of the Congress 

Volunteers 

The Working Committee have considered the recent Ordinance of the Governor- 
General relating to volunteers The Committee are not in a position to under- 
stand the real purpose underlying this Ordinance and consider it as too widely and 
vaguely worded and liable to abuse in its application The time chosen for its 
promulgation and the terras thereof are such as to lend some ]ustifi cation to the 
interpretation that it has been issued to prevent and hamper the normal activities 
of Congress volunteers 

The Working Committee fully agree that nrivate armies organised for further- 
ing political or communal objectives by intimidation or foice are objectionable and 
should not be permitted But there is no analogy between such private armies 
and the training by drill, exercise and otherwise of volunteers for peaceful national 
service Congress resolutions and instructions, issued in respect of its volunteers, 
make it clear that these volunteers are organised for the constructive activities of 
the Congress , for promoting communal harmony , for preserving order at its 
meetings, confeiences, and the like , for teaching discipline and raising physical 
standards of ^tness , and for the service of the people Such volunteers are pledged 
to non-violence and they were never intended, nor are they expected to seek to 
enforce bj intimidation or otherwise the political views of the Congress on others 
They cannot be mistaken by dress or otherwise for the military or the police. 

The Working Committee trust that the ordinance was not intended and will 
not be misused to suppress the lawful and peaceful work of such volunteers, or to 
interfere with their distinctive dress, drill, exercise and peaceful activities 

The Committee therefore direct that the normal activities of the Congress Seva 
Dal and other Congress volunteers should be carried on and that all such volunteers 
should continue the national service which they are privileged to perform 

Kerala Affairs 

The Working Committee considered the situation created in Kerala by the 
election of two sets of Presidents and Secretaries by rival members of the P. C G. 
The following resolution was passed — 

Considered references from the Kerala Province 

Inasmuch as rival organisations have grown up as a result of two meetings 
held for the purpose of filling up vacancies and as neither of them were m fact 
representative meetings, the Working Committee without going into the technical 
objections raised on either sidei resolves that a fresh meeting of the General body 
of the Provincial Congress Committee be held at an early date after adequate notice 
IS given to all concerned for the purpose of filling up the vacancies among office- 
bearers and members of the Executive Committee Dr Pattabhi Sitaramayya is 
authorised to convene the meeting, preside thereat and carry out this resolution, 
He IS also authorised to place the new office-bearers m charge of the office The 
Keiala Provincial Executive and the office are instructed to give every possible 
assistance to Dr Pattabhi bitaramayya 

Enrolment of Primary Members 

The Working Committee considered representations received from several 
Provincial Congress Committees requesting extension of time for the renewal of 
membership The last date fixed in the Constitution for the renewal of membership 
IB the dlst August In view of special circumstances prevailing in several provinces 
the Working Committee extended the time foi the renewal of membership upto Slst 
October, 1940 

SjT DibAKAR PATNAIK (UTKALj—DlSCIPLINARY ACTION 

The following lesolution was passed 

The Working Committee have noted that Snyut Dibakai Patnaik sent a 
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tel<CTam to Babu Ba)cndra Prasad informing him that he supporting Pandit 

Go&variB Mi^ra in his attempt to form a ministry in Orissa for which disciplinary 
action was taken by the ^Vorklng Committee at their last niecting at against 

Pandit Godavans Misra The said telegram was published m the Press In 
spite of notice given to him B]t Dibakar Patnaikhas oflered no explanation tiip 
Committee consider his conduct as conderanable as that of Sjt Godavaris uisra 
and call upon him to resign his scat m the I^egisl alive A'^sembly and disqualify 
him from becoming member of the Congress for a period of three years and ^^har 
him from standing as a candidate to any local bod) or legislature on behalf of the 
Congress for a like period and thereafter until further notice 

Meetings of the A I C C avd Woekixg Committee 

It was decided that the next meeting of the Working Committee be held at 
Wardha on the 13th and 14th September and that of the A 1 C C be held on 
15th September and subsequent dates at Bombay 


General Secretary's Circulars to P C Cs 


Circular No 10 — 9lh August 1010 — 

I am sending you herewith a copy of the resolution entitled ‘‘Compulsory 
Ijcviefi” passed by the last meeting of the Working Committee held at Poona It 
deals with the complaints that have been received by our and Ibc provincial OHiccs 
about collections that are being forcibly and il legally made by local ofTicinls in 
different parts of the country, for war purposes feuch collections as the resolution 
points out are not only illegal but also against the declared policy of the Government 
It IS necessary that these facts be brought before the public The resolution must 
therefore be translated in the language or languages of your pro\incc and be widely 
distributed, specially in rural areas where the law and the Government policy, in 
connection with war contributions gifts and loans are not likely to be known* and 
where the word of a pettv local ollicial, legal or illegal, is likely to carry weight and 
threats can be used with effect 

People must also be informed that officials using threats or compulsion arc 
acting illegally and resistance to authority, in these matters is a citizen's duty No 
Civil Liberties can be maintained if illegal exactions are quietly paid for fear of 
consequences If pcojile arc to enjoy their rights, they must be prepared to undergo 
the necessary suffering involved in the assertion of these nght*^ / 

You will also please report to this Office cases where threats and coercion 
have been resorted to by ofiicials in the collection of funds for war purposes Cases 
reported must be thoroughly inquired into and only such cases as can be cstabli«bal 
by unimpeachable evidence must be reported ' * 

Circular No 17^C9th Aug ^40 — 

I am sending you herewith copies of three resolutions pa'^^cd by the last 
meeting of the Working Committee held at ardha 'ion will please get thc«:c 
resolutions translated m the Provincial language and broadcast them in vour 
province You will also organize meetings to explain to the public the’inll 
implications of the resolutions and the circumstance^ that have obliged the \\ orking 
Committee to pass them Speakers selected to address meetings must Ftnctlv 
confine themselves to the subject matter of the resolutions and the circurastancci 
that have called them forth 

Y'ou will also instruct all Satvagraha Committees under xoii to redouble 
their efforts to fulfil the constructive programme Individual Fatvagfahis must be 
reminded that thev have to carry on the work for v-hich* Ihcv have pledged 
themselves Above all you will put forth every effort to strengthen * the Coru ix<s 
organisation ^ 

The position about Congress volunteers rcniain« as dc'^enbed in the rc«^olution 
jn«cd on the subject Ihe explanation given in the latest Government of India 
Communique on the subject, vague as it is, does not alter the eituaiion 
Cxrcular-^Oist Aug UO — 


Article 1 \ (a) of the Congress Constitution lays down that ‘*A mimbcr of 
Uic Congress enrolled nSv per Article III shall continue to be a member of the 
Congress until he resigns or is expelled therefrom, provided hr renews his applKi. 
tion and pays on or before the ^Ist August of every subccqucnt acar the inmnl 
meraberBhip of four annas and obtains a ccriificate of mcraber<^hip * iwi 

ever, icprcscntations from provinces were received at the A I C C Office to 
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extend the time for renewal of membership The Working Committee have been 
pleased to extend the time for the renewal of membership to the 31st October 

The Constitution does not provide any date for the completion of the 
enrolment of fresh members Ihey can be* enrolled at any time but their rnrht 
to Aote at elections will be regulated by Article VII [a] which lays down that 
“No member shall be entitled to exercise his vote at any election unless he has 
been continuously on a Congress register for 12 months prior to the date of the 
election and only on production of a certificate of membership ^ 

Viceroy-President Correspondence 

The following correspondence m connection with the latest pronouncement of 
the Bntish Government passed between Maulana Abul Kalam Aza^ the Congress 
President and His Excellency the Viceroy . 

(1) Viceroy s letter to the Congress President, dated Ooty, 4th Ang ^40 — 

You will be aware that I have in the last few weeks been in contact with 
YanoiiB political leaders, including Mr Gandhi, m regard to the Indian political 
situation I have, I need not say informed His Majesty’s Government of the 

results of my discussions with the various leaders concerned , and I am glad to 
say that I have in the result been authorised to make the statement of w^ch I 
now enclose an advance copy. That statement will appear m the morning papers 
of Thursday, Sth August, and I would ask that until its appearance it should be 
treated as for your entirely secret and personal information 

As you will see, I have been authorised to invite a certain number of 

representative Indians to join my Executive Council I have been authorised 
further to establish a War Advisory Council which would meet at regular interv^'ls 
and which would contain representatives of the Indian States and of other 
interests in the national life of India as a whole, I trust sincerely that the Indian 
National Congress will feel able to join with me in the Central Government and 
in the War Advisory Council and I should welcome it if you could let me 

have a very early answer on that point, if possible not later than the 2Ist 

of August 

,1 readily conceive that it might be convenient for you to discuss this 
matter further with me before you send me a formal reply on behalf of the Indiau 
National Congress I shall, as at present arranged, be in Poona from 6th to Ilth 
August, and ii> Bombay from 11th to 14tli August : and I hope to reach Delhi 
on my way back to Simla on 20th August I shall be very glad to see you and 
any fnend whom you may care to bring with you at any of these places at any 
time convenient to you, should you desire to pursue the matter as I have suggested 
in conversation, before sending me a more formal reply to this invitation Perhaps 
you would be good enough to let me know whether you would see advantage in 
this and if so what date and time would be convenient to you I would only add 
that I am ^as you will, I know, understand, anxious that effect should be given 
with as little delay as possible to the decisions of His Majesty s Government , and 
that I am concerned to announce the personnel of the expanded Executive Council 
by the end of August, and of the War Advisory Council at the latest by about 
the middle of September, but in any event with as little delay after the announce- 
ment of the personnel of the expanded Executive Council as practicable, 

(2) President’s telegram in reply to Viceroy’s letter, dated Calcutta 8 Aug ’40 — 

- ' Thanks for Your Excellency’s letter of August 4th and advance copy of 
declaration received last evening I am thankful for invitation to see you I would 
ha\ e readily availed of pleasure of meeting Your Excellency but when His Majesty’s 
Government have already thought fit to announce a definite line of action may I 
ask how far there still remains a chance of usefulness of further discussion 

(3) Letter from the Assistant Secretary to the Governor of Bengal, conveying 
to the President the Viceroy’s telegram dated Calcutta, 10th Aug ’40 — 

I have been asked to send you the following telegram which we have received 
for you from His Excellency the Viceroy, to whom jour Calcutta address is not 
known 

“Your telegram of Sth August Policy of His Mj^esty’s Government is set 
out in my statement and it is my hope that within its terms Indian National 
Congress will as indicated in my letter to you of 4th August feel able ta join 
with me m the Central Government and m the War Advisory Council, As my 
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letter ni'ilc'i ficir I sliould be %cry to bco >ou with nn> fnuul whom 5011 

may caro to bring \,ilh yon should >on daurc to pumuc tlic matter in conir-^ition 
before ficnding me a more formal reply to my iiuiUliou md if ^o^l wonhl Uhgriph 
to let me 1 no\r as boon as possible date and plvc whuh you su Ms o^»u 

movements remain as desenoed in m> Icttci loiou 0! ilh Au'mst 

(4) Cofigrcbs Prcsldcut’fl telegram to the Viceroy In ro^dj dated CalciiUi 
loth Aug Mo"* — 

IbnnkB foi >oiir IXccllcnoM telegram received Ihroiiji Government Ifou'^e 
I do not find any meeting ground for Congress in the terms of the denliralion of 
August bib Aput from other fundamental qucslione Iheic is not oven any Mig- 
gcstion for national government Under the (iicunibluncci I am uinble to find m> 
b(0))e for fuithcr diseiission Calling Working Committee Ibili to con‘^ider and 
decide 

(’>) Congress rrcsldcnfo letter to the Viceroy couflrmlng Iho nliovo two telegrams 
doled CiiIciiUar4jth Aug MO — 

1 had rcfcucd >onr MccllcncjM letter of AngiiBt 1, on the evening of Auguh* 

7 As il was necessary to eill the Congitss AVorking Committee is soon 13 po^^^ihli 
and to ronsuler any other thing wiiieli might be neeeibarv befoic ( illing it. I 
thought It ndviBiblc to reply >our L\cclIcuc>M kltci tclegraimu all) A(\,onIin'l> 

I Hcut the following tclcgiam 

(QuoU^I 

I received >oui l^\ccPcney*B beyond Iclcgi im through the Government IIoum' 
CdinUa hjuotcil above) on August 10. in ic])Jy lo which 1 sent the folio, ing tele 
giara on the eamc diy 

{Quoted aboic) 

1 would assiuc )nu that it would ahvavs be a pleasure to me lo pa> a visit 
lo Yoiu E\ccllctuy When I found tint oui discupsion could not go bcioml the 
terms I ud down by tlic dcclaiation of August b, I felt that 1 could not find my 
way for furlhcr difacusbion 

(0) Congress Prcsldoiils letter lo the Vlccroj dated Wardlia, lOUi Aug MO — 

Ab I informed youi Lxccllcmy in mj Iclcgrim from Cdcutta of the 10th 
August, 1 convened a mccling of the Congrc‘^9 V’orking Commitkc for \\\q ISth 
Augufit to couBidcr the Btatement made on behalf of the Bnlihli Oovcrnmcnf 'Ihc 
Committee gave then caicfnl coiiBidcratiou to this btatement as well as to iho 
amphlicaliou of it in the rinlish Paihnmcnt 

'Ihc Woiking Gomniitlec will c^pre^s their views in the co irec of the nc\t 
few da)9 dealing with llna matter more full), but meanwhile, I ma) inform >01 
that the CommUtcQ have read the Btalcmcnts cmbothing the Bntich Governments 
dceisioiiB and altitude in regard to India, with ucrjv regret Ulrse arc tot iHy nt 
variinco with the proposals list nut forward b> the Congicss nt Poona and with 
the objective of the Congress llie Working Coraimtlcc arc of opinion Iluat they 
cannot asBOcialc IhcmBchcB in any waj with these propo-aP 

Ab I ventured lo saj in my telegram to you, I would have ghdly ^availed 
rnyficlf of the opjvortumty to meet voii and discuss the whole question hut ^our 
wire made it clear that the dibcussioii 19 lo take pi me within the riuid frameworl 
of your announcement winch was wholly inadequate for the CougrcrS pur|H)''C 
I\Iorcovcr, your letter had left it to mo (0 decide whc'hcr I should srx! jou before 
coming nt a final decision As 1 did not consider it necessary to trouble you about 
minor matters, I decided to forego the pleasure of mccling a on 

I shall be grateful if you vull kandly let me know if y ba have any ohjcxlion 
to my iclcising our corrcsjxindcncc to the Press 

Burma-Cldna Pond 

Vaidam Abul Kalavi Azad^ the Congrc:s President, ibsucd the followin^^ 
Btatement m regard to the closing of the Burma China lloai 

The decision of the Bntsh Government to clo'^c the Burnia-China Road is a 
maltcr of the moH ecnous significance for China India, Burma and Bntaiil II119 
road had been built at enormous racrificc bv Chinn and t Ircadv it had hceomc one 
of the main arteries of trafiio between China and the outer world It had brought 
China' and Burma and India nearer lo one another and their contacts grew from 
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day to day The people of India ^yelcome this new lel itio iship and their goodwill 
flowed out to the people of China stiuggling foi then fieedom against an aggressor 
nation The closing of the Burma load lueana a sevcie lestnction on these glow- 
ing contacts and a flouting of Indian opinion It is in complete conflict with the 
foreign policy which the people of India dcsiio to pursue It is a violation of 
mtei national usage as well as of Snio-Bntish treaties, and is e\idently meant to 
hamper China in hei stinggle for freedom It is clearly an encouragement of the 
aggresBBor nation who for ovei three years has been carrying on an undeclared war 
on Chinese teiritory It is snppoit of a policy against which Great Britain claims 
to be fighting in Europe Its greatest significance lies ui this light it throws on 
British policy which claims to do one thing in Evuope and follows an eatiiely 
different couisc in India and China We must therefore wholly disapprove of the 
action of the British Government in closing the Burma-China Road 

Arrests and Convictions 

The following aie some of the cases of arrests, convictions, internments, 
exteinments^ searches, gagging orders, and the like compiled from the daily press 
- In Bengal 

Comillay Jane 2Q — Prohibitory orders undci the Defence of India Act were 
served on Mamndia Kumar Chalrzaborty, Ananta De and three otheis directing 
them to personally report to the police station 

Connlla^Jiinu So — Five local Congices and libom leaders, namely, Satya 
Brata Sen, Ananta De, Siibodh Mukherjee, Manindra Chakrabarty, and Knndi Sen 
ha\e been Bcr\ed with a notice by the District Magistiate of lippcrah, under the 
Defence of India Rules, placing certain lesliictions on their movements and 
activities 

The notice directs these persons (1) to report in person to the police station 
on every Monday , (2) not to take part in any subveisive movement or indulge m 
any anti-war propaganda (3) not to converse, communicate, or associate with any 
school or college s^^udents , (4) not to attend meetings of any kind and (5) to notify 
in person denaiture fiom one place to another to the police at least 24 hours before 
the time of aepaitnre and to report the time of arrival as well, 

The notice will remain in force foi sis months 

^These peisous-have further been forbidden to keep any connection (conversation, 
coiiespondence, association etc ) with 33 others, mostly cs-detenus 

^ Calcutta^ July 2 — Mr Subhas Chandra Bose has been arrested at his 
Calcutta residence in Elgin Road under the Defence of India Rules 
, Jxily 25, 1040 — Hemanta Kumai Bose, Secietary, North Cdcutta District 
Congress Committee was arrested uudei Section 129 of the Defence of India 
Rules 

Panpalal-Mitra was airested under the Defence of India Rules. 

Nalendra Naiayan Chakravarty, M, L A. was arrested under Section 129 of 
the Defence ot*>Ihdia Rules 

* Barhal, July 5 — Nuanjan Sen, Kisan worker was aricsted under Section 
129^ of the Defence of India Act. ^ 

•' Dacca, July 5 —Mohammed Ismail, Secietary Calcutta Tramway Woikers 
Union rihd member of the Working Committee of the Bengal Provincial Tiade 
Union Congress was arrested under Section 129 of the Defence of India Rules 

Chittagong^ July 5 — Promode Sen was airested under Rule 129 of the Defence 
of ludla Rules 

Kalafa, July 7 — Thakai Balwaut Singh was airested under Section 129 of 
the Defence of India Act ^ 

^ MyinonstngJi^ July 9 — Gopal Aeharjee, Secretary, Calcutta Tramway Woikers 
Union has been arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

July 10^ 1940 — Kalipada Bagchi was arrested undei the Defence of India 
Rules 

July lOn 1940 — Deb Kumai Gupta, Manager and Secretary of Agrani a 
monthly magazine, Piafulla Roy, editor of the Magazine, and Bireswar Bhattacharjee 
were served with notices under the Defence of India Rules to quit within 48 hours 
the Municipal limits of Calcutta, 24 Parganas, Howrah, Miduapiir and the AsauBoI 
Bubdivision of the distiict of Burdwan - 

JcBsore^ July S — ^Naresh Chandia Somaddar was arrested under Defence or 
India Act ^ 

July 12^ 1940 —Orders undex the Defence of India Rules have been passed on 



233 


-JCLV-AU0TJ3T MO ] APwllDSTS AND CONVICTIONS 

the following TM:rFonf) (of CMcnttn) dircolin" them except m fO fir a^* lhc\ nmy he 
permitted b> the Oovernor, that llicj Blnll not nt mi> time nflrr the c’^piry of 
forty oi^^ht lionrs f»'om tiic Fcr\icc of the onlcrB be in nnj plnce within the llmi*! 
of CnlLiilti nnd its suburbs nnd the districts of 2i rirpinns, }fo rrnh nnd 
the Asainpol fetib diu«on of Burd\ in District nnd the 6adir Fub du of 
Midniporc district 

(1) Dcbcudra Bijoy Fen Cfupti, (2) Bircswnr Bhnltnchirp, (0 rrofulln Hoy 
(4) Dciikumnr Guida, (')) Aniid>i Clnndn ^cn Gupta (G) F ulaji Jianjan Mitra 
Miislih, (7) Knmk Das Gnpln (b) Abani Mohan GnkrabirU, (9) Chnndrama 
rrasfld SiiiKh, and (10) Nam Das Gupta 

JJoirarh, July 12^U0 — Jlarcndia Kalb Ghosh was arrcaled under Fcctlon 120 
of iho Defence of India Dnlcs 

July 13^ Vo — Ainar Bo^'C, Kamkamal J>cy, Fani Ma/umdar, Bihvramtli 
Mukhcrjcc and Abuiiii Ganguly were arrested under Fcction 120 of the Deftruc of 
India Ivulcs 

Comtlla July 10 — Mnnindra Kumar CJnkrabnrlj, who waa served with a 
notice under the Defence of India Act rcfatncting certain acluitics and rcnfuring Iih 
weekly attendance at the Kotwnli Ohana, was arrested hy police for ^di'^ncung the 
order 

ColntUa July 1i — Fnbodh K Mnkhcrjcc and Slntjabrata hen, ex detenu®, have 
been arrested uncicr the Defence of Indu Kulcs 

An order under the Defence of India Buies was served on Mr? Bimnl rmtlbha 
Dc\i directing her not to take part in public proccs'^ions, nspcmblv and incctingfi 
for a period of one year , ' 

Comilla July li — Ex detenus Fubodh K Jl Idul hcrjcc nnd Satjabrata fen 
have been arrested under the Defence of India Buie® 

Calcuifa July li —Sixteen labour OTpani®cr8 were taken into cuslwU following 
simultaneous searches of their residences in Tulc Mill areas in Bcigharia, Alam- 
bazar, Pamhati Naihati, Jla/inagar and Ivanchraparn, all in 2] Pargnnas 

CalcutOi^ July 14 —K shir ode Das Gupta, an ex Detenu and hccrctarv of the 
Barrackporc (24 Farganas) Branch of the Bengal Labour Party was arrested under 
the Defence of India Buies 

Mndaripur^ July 13 — IMakhan Lnl Kar, a Kiean worlcrof Idadanpur has 
been arrested under fccctlon *l8(o) of the Defence of India Act 

Calcutta^ July 17 — Sirs Lila Boy nnd I^Ir Eobin hen, a labour leader, were 
arrested under the Defence of India Buies 

Sxm, July 17 — Pannn Lai Das Gupta nnd Mam Ganguli have iiccn smed 
with iioliLCs of externment under hcction 2G of Defence of India to leave the 
District of Birblnnn within 4S hours Kabirn] Bhui endra Naraynn hen, Batimnl 
Lunait, Umas^ankar Kunce, congrcES worlcrs of Bolcpur and Ilarnn Cliandra 
Khangar of Dubrajpur ha\c been served with notices under hcction 2G of the 
Defence of India Act restricting their movements 

July CO, lOiO — Dc\ endra NnUi Bukul, a member of tlic A C, C was 
served with an externment notice immcdialcly after his release 

July C4^ lOiO — i Imranibir hinj_ba, labour oignniEcr has heen arrested nt 
Khnragporc town under the Defence of India Biilc® 

Dtbendra Nath Da®, Frcaulcnt, Kharag] ore Town Congress tTomnnttcc nhd 
Frcrctary Alidnaporc District Kisan Ba\a h is been ecr^cd with an order ,.di re vlinp 
him to quit Midimporc district within 72 hours from the Ecr\icc of the order j- * 
Calcuilo, Jx ly CG — BaEinta Liiin*'r Mmumdar w^s arrested "under the 
Defence of Indu Buies 

Calcutta, Auqu^t 1 — 2ro hundred nnd eighty eight fatyaLr-his had bCai 
arrested unto July 2 lu connection with the Fatyagrala moCcraent Tor the rcmo^nl 
of the IJolwclI aionnmciU according to a statement made by tlm Heme Minislcr 
Bir Nnrimuddin 

Howrah, ic S *0 — Bholanath Dns was arrested at bis rcsulcncc under the 
Defence of India Act 

IS S '0 — Umc®h I*al BinjJi has been served wdh an cxlcrnnicnt i^rdcr under 
Defence of India Buies 

Banzai, Ax a lO ^Frccmali IVnna Bc^c a Dt \c<it rUdent rrp nrrcFtcd 
under Fee Defence of India Act, for allied i c*=sc^"icn of objctlicirbic 

htemture 

^ (h ttagc77y, Atiq li — ^^hMiUiU Cbai m v !io va<i fcrvctl with a 

re®triUlon onkr under the Defence of India rub®, iuE Icen arreekd lor rlktcd 
^iolnUou of the orders ^ 
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Mymenstng, Aug 17 — Naresh Guha, Subodh Sen, and Aniar Ganguly v^ho 
vrere recently externed from the district of Dacca under the Defence of India 
Rules, are ordered by the District Magistrate of Mymensingh to leave the distnct 
also within 24 hours 

Burdwan, Aug 17 — Shib Prasad Dutt, a student worker has been served 
with an order under the Defence of India Act, directing him not to leave this 
town without previously informing the police, not to use cycle, not to mix 
with some twenty-five persons and to report himself to the Saidar Thana once a week 
Calcutta, Aug IS — Sukumar Bhowal, who was residing in Dacca distnct 
after being externed from Bihar, has been served with an externment older under 
the Defence of India Rules directing him to leave Dacca Distnct 

Mymensingh, Aug 21 , — Nihar Ranjan Siikar was arrested under Defence of 
India Act 

Mymensingh, Aug 21 — ^Niranjan Sen, Secretary, Gounpur Congress Committee 
has been arrested under the Defence of India Act, for it is understood, addressing 
an unauthorised meeting 

Faridpur, Aug 24 — Hari Das Banerji of Ghaogaon, Kartick Das Dhiren 
Biswas and Indu Das of Bandhabari, Kotalipara, Samar feingh, Amal Sanyal of 
Rajbari, Jatindra Sidhanta of Gouranadi, Bansal, and Nagen Gupta of Gopalganj 
were arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

Brahmanhana, Aug 23 — Subodh Kumar Sen-Gnpta and Naresh Chandra 
Guha, labour organisers have been served with notices under the Defence of India 
Rules, diiecting them to leave the district immediately 

In the United Promnccs 

Luchnoio, July 13, 1^40 —Shiv Narain Kapoor and Jagdish Chandra Dixit 
were arrested under the Defence of India Act. 

Berares, July 10 — Shishir Kumar Roy was arrested under the Defence of 
India Rules 

Mutba, July 12, 1940 — Eam]idas Gupta, general secretary, District Congress 
Committee was arrested at the Congress office, under the Defence of India Act 

Fatehpur, July 14, 1940 Swami Nagnanond was arrested under the Defence 
of India Act for an alleged objectionable speech 

Oral July 15, 1940 — Ramzan All Azad, a teacher in the Llunicipal school 
at Kalpi was arrested for an alleged speech under the Defence of India Rules 

Efawah, July 14 — Nar Deva fShastri was arrested under the Defence of 
India Rides 

Jhaasi, July 18, 1940 — R V Dhidekar, M L A whip of the Congress 
Assembly party in U P and Mr Sukhnandan Vyas, editor of the Jansangram, a 
local vernacular weekly were arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

Allahabad, 19-7-1940 — ^Mi Saligram Jaiswal, general secretary of tlie Allaha- 
bad District Congress Committee was airested under Section 38 of the Defence of 
India Act 

Agra, July 17 — ^The police visited the Sainik Pi ess and in compliance with 
the warrant issued by the District Mauistratc of Agra seized all printing machines, 
materials and locked the Press The Publication of the 'Daily SatniV has been 
tempoiarily suspended 

Lalhimpur Khert, July IS, 1940 -“Chandr*' Bbal, secretary Mandal Congress 
Committee, Lakhimpui and Shanti Swamp were arrested uiidei the Defence of 
India Act 

3Iuzafe7 pur, July IS —Lalit Singh of village Mohan pui was ariested under 
the Defence of India Act 

Bast., June 29, 1940 — Krishna Chandia was arrested under the Defence of 
India Act 

Bulandshahy, June SO, 1490 — Benarsi Das of Gulathi, Chairman of the Thda 
Union, Gulauthi, was arrested under the Defence of India Act 

Jhanst, June 30, 1940 —Bhagwati Saroopanand Gautam was arreslc-d under 
the Defence of India Act It is alleged that he dclncrcd a speecli, m front of 
Saroj talkies, asking people not to see the tCinema that day, as the proceeds of the 
day were to be contiibuted to tbe war fund 

Benares, June 80, 1910 — Sbree Narayaii Agiawal was arrested under the 
Defence of India Act 

Ptltbhtf, June SO, 1940 — Ml Ram Murti, captain, District Congresa Qaunu 
Seva Dal, Pilibhit was airested undci the Defence of India Act in village Jamanih 
wheie he was woiking in a camp 
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Allahabad, Jure SO — M^h'^(^CT Nirain Tandon of Apn, a pradintc of the 
Allah ilnd Univer=ity, ^va3 arrested under the l)c''cncc of India Art arro others 
nrrc=tcd under the same Act are Sbril rishna Das, a posl-Gradnatc s'udent and 
Ajodhya Prasad , ^ 

Alioarh, July 4, JO^O — Atal Mol sha, General Fccrctary of the Aliearh Dis'rict 
Ckinpress Committee and Nirottani Prasad Garg were arrested under the Defence of 
Indn Tlnlcs 

Sulfanpur, July 4, lOiO —Dr Ivnra Jlaiiohnr Loam wns Fcnlcncecl to two years 
rigorous impnconmcnt 

Shahjahmijmr July S — Pandit Deo Karnin Dnnratija, M L A rn*? arrested 
at his residence and Bishamhlnr Dnyal A\astli> and hh inhar Ld ln\c been arrested 
iindcr the Defence of India Rules 

Lnehtou-, fuly 7, lo^O — fc\cd Alhar Mchdi, prc'^idcnt of llic Con|:;rc53 Conimi- 
Itcc, Tarwal ^,as arrested at Tari al under the Defence of Jndn Rule 

Barti, July 0, 10 W — 3’andit It iniBiija^ar Miarma, the foiincr captain of Knuroi 
fcc\adal was arrested under the Defence of India Act 

BulaiidJiahr, July 7, lOiO — Kishan l^aruj) Bhalingar was arrested under the 
Defence of India Act at his \illa|rc, Bairam Nap;ar 

Gondn —Lai Behan landon, M L A and Pandit Kamla Prasad were arrested 
under Defence of India Act 

BarabanLi — Jai Karnin Snva5ta\a, a member of the Council of U P 

Students’ Federation was arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

Sttapur^ 7~7 40 — Prntap Nnraynn, OmVnr Swaroop Braliamclnn and Maulana 
Qasim Ah ha\c been nrre-ted under the Defence of India Rule® 

Benares, July ^0 — Ardhandbu Kumar Mittcr, a political worker ran arrested 
with another Benj^nh youth under the Defence of India Act 

BarabarJiy July 00 —Ram (lOpal Sn«hik Frc^^idcnt of District Sal\a"raln 
Committee was arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

Ahgarh, ^G^7~10 — SiddiquG Ahmad was arrested under Section 120 of tlic 
Defence of India Act Siddiqnc Ahmad is a member of the U V ProMucc Conprers 
Committee 

j^ltgarh, 27 7*^0 — Thakur I^Ialkhan Sinj^h, M LA. was arrested and interned, 
under Section 120 of the Defence of India Act 

Bnlha — Shco Ptijan Sinph and Jnnj: Bahadur Sin^h have been nrreskd 
under the Defence of India Act in villap;c Sulhpura of the BilUa Icli^il 

Snltanpur^ — Swnml Lakhpat Das was comic ted and rcntcnccil to one 

gear’s n,;orouB imprisonment and n fine of Rs ICO 

Bahrctch^ 2S 7-40 — Saijcd Atlinr Mchdi wne sentenced to one jearV rigorous 
impriFonmcnt 

Matnjmrt —Palm Behan Bancr]t rlio was licmK tried under the Defence of 
Indii Act, was Bcntcnccd to oncacar’R njrorous impri^onmrnf and a fine of R*^ "/) 
Farrul habad —Ahmad S'^cd has been arreted at rarnilhabad under the 
Defence of India Rules 

Barn Batil i — fnjrul Ivishorc was arre^^ted under the DcfcncCj of India Rnlr^ 
Gornnijnti —Pandit Ramchandra Shorma. a member of the IJ p Pro\in(nl 
CouKre^s Committee, has been arrested under Section of the Dcfciuc of Tmlm Rult*^ 
Mirzapn7 hdu 'P), 10*0 — Molnnlal Gupta was arrc«^tcd on Tiih 2n, 
ffaidoi — Swami Swamp Nand Saraswali was arrested under "Sat’ons 1^1 \ 
and IjjA of (he I P C 


Lud uoxt , Inly $1, 1010 Narnin Pandca was arrested under Scffinn 

d8 (n) of the Defence of India Rules >-ccinn 

\fccrHt — Choudlicrj Charan Sin^h, JT L A and general =^rcrGtnr\ of the 
di*?{rict Fat\np:raha committee Meerut was arrested under the Defence of India 
Rules Mahash\a Fjarelal was arrested under the Act Ram Chandra Sharma 
a member of the L P P C C Ins been arrested under Section o6 of the J>cfcncc 
of India Rules for Invinj^ delu creel allcj^cd Trc}\uhad sper^'h 

Baralauli —Van Kami All Ilasan and Blnpwat Piasad were nrcstc-d in t 
after a mcclinj; under the Defence of India Rules ^ 

Amrr;a;/j — fcahadco Ram, a member of U P G C ^nd f-cerctarr Manda? 
Conpress (ommittcc, Bibipur (Ar.ampnrh) was nrrcctcd o i JiiL 2j under the 
Defeme of Indn Act 


/Irarrjnr/* -Q^imrutldin, Farct'iry, Di^Srict Conerws ComniiMcf 

and ^lr Fahdeo Piama have ban ^rn-sted ni dcr tie Defence of Indn Rules 

JInthra -Mndin I U. ^rerrHn of the Con, rc‘3 Commute^ r ,s 

under the Defence of India Rules 
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Bulandshaliar, S-S-40 Cbaiidhti Amar Singh, Secretary o! the District 
Congress Committee was anested on August 4 under the Defence* of India Act 

Lnclnoxo, Aiig IS — Damodar Swaioop Seth, a member of the tl P P C C 
Connell and the A I C C has been sentenced to one year’s rigorous imprisonment 
Basit, — Thakur Hanbans Singh, General Secretary of the Basil 

District Congress Committee, was arrested under Section 120 of Defence of 
India Act 

Hapiir^ l5-S-iO — Pnranchand was arrested under the Defence of India Eiiles 
Muttra — Brij Kishore, a peon of the Congress Committee was arrested 
by the criminal intelligence department, while distributing notices against forcible 
lealisatiou of subBcriptioii to the war fund 

Lucknolo — Babulal Veima and Mr Sheo Gopal Mehrotra, were arrested under 
Section 129 of the Defence of India Kules 

Cawnporc^ Ax^g IS — S S Yusuf, Ar]un Arora, Aahok Kumar Bose and 
Ilaldhar Bajpai have been arrested under the Defence of India Oidinance Rules 
for behaving or acting in a manner prejudicial to the safety of the country and 
the effective prosecution of the war 

Allahabad^ Aug IS —Dr Z A Ahmed, one of the Secretaries of the U P P 
To O and Shah Abul Faiz were arrested under Section 129 of the Defence of 
India Ellies 

Bulandshahar, Axtg 10 — Durga Pershad was arrested under the Defence 
of India Act 

Mcerutt Axtg 17 — Ganapati Sharma, Secretary of the Pilakhwa Congress 
Committee, Pooran Chand of Hapur, D Narslng, Earn Das Arora, Muni Eai and 
Deva Dutt of Sardhana were arrested under the Defence of India Act 

Allahabad, Axtg IS — Kedainath Gupta, B D Ohowdhury and Eupnaram 
were arrested under the Defence of India Act 

Debra Dun Aug 15 — Sahibzada Mohnmud Muzaffar, a member of the 
Provincial Congress Seva Dal Board, was aiaested under the Defence of India Rules 
Benares, Aug SO -“Satishwar Chatterjee, Suresh Das Gupta, Krishna Swann 
EeddSj a student of Kashi Vidyapith and Chhangur Singh were arrested under the 
Defence of India Act 

Farrukhxibad, Axtg SO — Sir Krishna Dutt a Paliwal, Piesident of the U P 
Provincial Congress Committee was arrested at Farrukhabad for defiance of an 
order served on him by the City Magistrate under Section 144 Cr P C 
^Xn*ohibitihg him from taking part in processions and delivering speeches at public 
meetings for a period of two months 

Azaxngarh ^—Eaghunath Prasad Ear, a member of the A I 0 C was arrested 
Unao, S2-S-d0 — Bnlganga Dhar Tirpathi, Earn Na^ Pathak, Bal E^rishna 
Bharma and Baldeo Das have been arrested 

Caxinpoxe^ Sd-S-dO — Ballmshna Sharma, General Secretary of the U P, 
Congress Committee, was arrested under Section 38 of the Defence of India 
ordinance m connection with a speech delivered by him at a meeting held in 
Tilflk Hall on August 21 to protest against the arrest of Mr Sn Krishna Dutt 
PaliwaV President of the U P P C C 

Sulianptir, S5-^-d0 — Ganpat Sahai a member of the A I C C was arrested 
under Rule 38 of the Defence of India Rules. 

IJmo, SG~S~dO — Muih Dhar Sharma, President TJnao District Congress 
Committee was arrested under the Defence of India Act 

Gorakhpur Aug Sd . — Jagdish Pathak, a member of the U. P Provincial 
Congress" Committee and a Socialist has been sentenced to undergo rigorous 
imprisonment for 15 months under the Defence of India Rules on a charge of 
having made prejudicial speeches at two meetings m the city on Apnl 9 and on 
May Day 

Lxichioxv Axig Sd — ^The U P Government have Eer\ed an oidci on tlie 
Editor of the ‘‘National Heiald” under Rule 41 of the Defence of India Eules 
asking him to submit for scrutiny by the f'ecretaiy, Tnfoimation Department, 
U P Hovernraent, all the headlines relating to the present war, which are proposed 
to bo published in the paper 

Azaxnqaxh, Axtg SS — Uma Shnnker Misra, a member of the U P P G C 
was arrested under the Defence of India Eules 

Ixi the Punjab ^ , 

Jullundtir, June SO — >Bhai Tara Singh and Ehai KaramBingh Isaiwal, two iisnn 
woikeiB were ^Tested under the Defence of India Act " , 
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ifooajnitc 30 -Haba Anir Singb, M L A (P.innb), 'niaktir Gobiod feinclj. 
Mr Khc‘^'irf-!n’;b and Sardar Ujjarrsin^rh ^\crc arrested under Section ot the Indii 

Defence Iliilcs. , , , anv , t y i t . 

Bardar linlvim Sinf^li was arrested under the Defence ot Indn T;uic= 

Ambnla, July 3 — fc Gulzara, hingh, has been arrested under Kuic dG of the 

Defence of India Hides , ^ » i *» 

Lahore, July 2 —Dr Satyapal ll L A was served with n nolice by the 
Punjab Government, under Section 20 F of the Defence of India Act, prolubitin^ 
him from attending any public meeting or procession and niiLing any speech 

Lahore, July D — Indcr Singh has been arrested under the Defence of India 
Act in a Milage in Amritsar District , ,, , -r. r t r.. 

Lahorcjitly 14 —d he houses of Gurdial Singh JJahin Kara fcingb, Teja 
Singb Shafn and fcaidar Pntam Singh were ecarched at Kackot , 

QiLjranvmlaJuly 17 — Labhsingh. Barribtcr-at-Lnw and cx-M I C^AtnMolm 
Advocate, Niranjandns and Doctors Slolnneingh and Omul Lalsing have been 
arrested under bcclion 129 of the Defence of India Kulea 

Jullundiir, July SO — Chanmn Lai Nakodnn has been arrested under tho 
Defence of India Act , , ,, . , 

Amntsar, July SO — Autar Singh was arrested m hm Milage m Amritsar undcir 
tho Defence of India Hides 

Amnisar, July S’) — 'Ihc police have arrested Ilarbansingh Dundala under Hide 
120 of tho Defence of India Act 

Jullundur July S5 —Pandit Moolraj Sharmn was arrested from the Satjagrnha 
training camp under Defence of India Act for delivering an alleged objcctionablo 
speech at a public meeting held Iicrc 

Jullundur, July S2 — Bhai Ramsingli is reported to have been arrested from his 
Milage fcahungra under the Defence of India Hides 

Lahore Aug 3 —Baba Kharak fcingh has been arrested under the Defence of 
India IlulcB for alleged objectionable speech ^ 

Amritsar, Aug 4 — Bibi Haghnbir Kanr, M L A has been served with n 
notice by the Punjab Government directing her not to lake part in anj mcctiii^^ or 
processions or deliver spccchcB ^ ^ 

Prof Hatan Lai Bhntm was arrested under the Defence of Indja Hides for 
delivering alleged objectionable speeches 

Lahore, Aug IS — Monhi Abdid Gam, President of the City CongrcRS 
Committee, Ludhiana, and member of the A I C C was arrested under the 
Defence of India Rules 

Ijohorc, Ax g 13 —Four persons including Dr Bladan Gopal have been aricslc*d 
under the Defence of India Hides in Uissar 

Lahore, Aug 15 — Naraindns, olTice Bccictary of the" hi id tan CongrcFS 
Committee has been arrested under the Defence of India Hides for reeding an 
alleged objectionable poem at a public meeting 

Amritsar, Aus St —Hakim Sikandar Khizer, President of the Local Congress 
Comradlcc has been arrested under the Defence of India Rules for an alleged 
objectionable speech delivered at Multan 


In Bihar 


Monghirr, June S7 — Slnghc'^hwcr Prasad was arrested under the Dctcncc^ of 
India Rules for reading an objectionable poem in Hindi at a public meeting 
Patna, July { — 


published b\ the Central 


All copies of the pamphlet entitled The Second World War’ 
kinlral Committee of the Commum^^t Parly of Ihdm have 


— c 
Governor 


been declared forfdted, and its further publication prohibited by fho 
of Bihar 

Monghur, July 6 — Maulvl Abdul Qa^um, a labour leader v»a5 nrrcslcd under 
Section 151, Cr P C C ** 

Paridpur July € — Hasraj Ghosh, Satkori Ghosh and Parch Ghosh have each 
been sentenced to three months' rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Hs 20n in 
duiult another three month®, under the Defence of India Rules I 

Chapra, July lO -^Babii Ramdahm I’andcy was Fcntcnccd for ten months" and 
line of Rs ,00 m default to undergo sis months' further InmnEonnicnt 

ihT^iO —Baba Bohan Singh aud Dr Blrg Singh were arrested 
Act ^ — JOt^ciidra Shukul was arrested under the Defence of India 

^ Dctlhoina re-7 — Kulannnd Jha Kaddik has been Fcntcnccd to under o 
one ycAr 8 H I under the Defence of India Act by the Sadat D- O, 
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Patna 19-7-40 — ^Tlie Govf of Cihar l2*i\e prosciibed the followini^ — 

Leaflets in Bengali entitled “Chatkal Mazdur Bulletin/^ Bengal periodical 
entitled “Bolslievic (International special issue Maidi 1910), leaflet entitled Red Front 
publication entitled ‘Struggle foi Gominunibfc Unity”, leaflet in Bengali entitled 
“Communist Pantha”, pamphlet in Bengali entitled “Nandcr Piati Communist 
Partyr A\rablian*', book m English entitled 'England M> England” bj Jick Lindsay 
book in Urdu entitled “Bil e-Huma”, pamphlet lu English entitled ‘Ramgarh ami 
After”, Hindi cyclostyled leaflet entitled “May Diy, 1910” leaflet in Mahrathi begin- 
niiig and ending respectively with the words, “Dnsarc Samrajjashahi Yudha Jamiin 
tabyafcghjak leaflet in Bengali entitled “Bolshevic’, and periodical iii Bengali 
entitled “Communist Bulletin ” 

Patna^ S3-7-40 — Bikshu Nagaijun, a prominent Kisan worker, while about 
to entrain for Dinapore with a large numbei of auti-war leaflets, was airested 
under the Defence of India Rules 

Daltonganj, 21-7-10 — Bhagiiathi Singh, was arrested under the Defence of 
India Rules 

Mr Suren Banerjee, office Secretary of the District Kisan Sarnitj^ Birbhum, 
has been served with an extern ment order under the DIR directing him to 
quit the district of Biibhum immediately 

9G-7-10 — Satya Naraui Sharma was arrested under the Defence of India Rules 
Gaya^ — Rambhajru Dutfc was arrested rn Nayaraatpiir Ashram 

uiider^the Defence of India Act 

Paiiia, Aug S — Ram Bhiqbawan Sharma and Kulanand Sharma were 
arrested in the Patna Collcctorate camp under Defence of India Act 

IJ S-40 — Abani Sen, Secretary, Wrre Products Co IVorkers' Union 
Jamshedpur, Avho was exterueJ from the proMnees of Behrr and Assam, has 
been arrested 

Patna Aug 17 — ^The Searchlight has been served with a notice by the Local 
Go^^ernment under the Defence of Indu Rules requiring the piper to submit for 
scrutiny to the special press adviser, Patna for a pciiod of three months all 
references whether contained in the editorial or con espon deuce columns or in an^ 
statement, notice, news or comment regarding the conduct of British soldiers in 
Behai before being published 

Patna, Aug 91 — ^Naulakh Singh was arrested under the Defence of 
India Rules 

' Pa^na, Aug 93 — Gangasaran Singh a member of the A I C C was 
arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

Patna, Aug ^ 97 —Ram Lakhan Singh was arrested under the Defence of 
India Rules 

III Madras 

Vtzagapatain, 4-7-10 — B Achufaram Sarma, H Snaramayya and Y 
Snaiamayya were arrested under the Defence of India Rules and the Indian Press 
Emergency Powers Act, 1931 on a charge of distributing unauthorised leaflets 

Cuddaloi e, 5-7-10 — R Javganiiadhan, Vice President of the Ranxpet Labour 
Union, was arrested under Section 3Sil) of Defence of India Act of 1939 
V Madias 19-7 -iO — M Natarajan, Secretary Madras Press Labour Union, 
Madias Pencil Factory Workers Union and Madras Tobacco Workers Union, has 
been served with an order under the Defence of India Rules directing him to 
abstain from making any public speeches until the order is cancelled 

Bhiviavaram, 3-7-10 — Darbha Snramamiirtl, Secretary, Taluk Congress 
Committee was arrested under Section 18 of the Press Emergency Powers Act and 
the Defence of India Rules 

3Iadras, 11-7-10 — The office of the Madras Congress Socialist Party ui 
Broadway was searched by the special Branch of the City Police The police arrested 
T R Snbramaniara an Executive member of tbe Party and General Secretary of 
the lobacco Workers’ Union under the Defence of India Rules 

Madras, 15-7-10 — M K Pandurangam, Secretary of the Chinglcput District 
Congress Committee and a member of the Chingleput District Board, and BIr 
M Venkatachala Mudaliar were arrested under Section oS(5) and 39(6) of the 
Defence of India Act* 

Madras, 15-7-10 — Krishna Kunthii was arrested under the Defence of 
India Act ' 

Ellore, lG-7-iO — Llr* Ganapati Satyanarayana was arrested under the Defence 
of India Act 
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ARRC^Tfc AND CONVICnONS 

Mndurn, July J7 —V Rainintlnn Ins been Ecr\cd ^ ith un 
him HI hiB nUivc village 

Malran — Jee^ an an dam Ins be 3 a arrested under fcc- U* I 
of Indn Act . . , ^ , 

McfJras, Inly 17 —V M Sabipatliv ^ \s arrested under the Dtkai c ol 
RuIch G Cbon^ i!^ ira\an and S Chm^ahar visn liadi members of the Mvlris 
Press Libonr Union, ^^e^c iku arrchtcd 

Madura, July Ci —Krishna! unthu and At>as^\'inH ^iladnn, ’ivho were clnr^csl 
ntuW the Uefenoe of India Act, \ycrc cotnn’cd to underf^o n^o^'Otn imprifcjiinn it 
for one >car on U\o counts, the Fcntcnccs to run concurrent!} 

In the Cuiiral Proiinri.5 

Uagpur, July it — Na^anlal Ri"di and Shamlal were arrcs^c^i und''* Rile 
330) of the I^cfcruc of India Rules 

Tr«rd/ta, July 12 —V fe Uandekar v.as arrested under i^ccUon of tin* 
Defcnio of India Act on a wirranl issued b} the Nmrjmr polnc 

Nagpur, July 12 — S Y Kulkanii, Vice I’rosnknt of Uk N ti M C' tile 
Union was aircslcd immediildy on hib return from room under the Defome of 
India Rules 

Nagpur, July 20 —Behan! il Pitcl, M L A has been arrested und^r tlu 
Dcfciuc India Rules 

Nagpur, lulu 2j — RainsiuKh Gaur, member of the Nagpur N i ar C uicrc-s 
Committee and I) J Paran]p}e ha\e been arrested under the U'^fcucc of 
India Hides 

In Az^^arn 

SylJict, Inly CO — bal\a Chaltcrjcc \^as ordered 1)^ the Go%( of to 

lca\o tlic ])ro\incc 

hylhct, July i — Cluttaianj \n Das, Asstt hccrctar}, ^\lliPt 
Bi\ ollicrb wcie arrested at b}lhct uhilc utcm))ting to hold a juiblic 
GoMiida Pirk 

Sulhet July 21 — Kirti Chondhnr} was ‘'Cned ;,ilh an order of intcnuncnt m 
bis native Milage at Lliinpur in the Untnet of ^}lhet 

llariram Basik and Anania 1^1 Dc, Labour or^aniscrb, have bi tn »'Cr\cd 
with noti« Cb, under tbo Difciuo of Indi i Kulci, b} the Govt of V^iin (3 quit 
the proMiicc of Assam immediate!^ 

Ihc Diblnct ]Map*itratc of J1 Par^^anas has *:cr;cd a notice on M D Sultan 
Kiian and baclun Udder dirLctin^ them to bhoi> tausc is to uh} action should 
not be taken i^unst them under the Defence of India Rides 

In Dtlhi 

Delhi, Thursday — Maulana llif/ul Rcbmnn, member of tbo A I C C and 
Working Committee of the Jnmnt Ul-UIcma-c Hind, ^las arrested Irom the Jarnnt 
olbcc under the Defeme of India Act 

Aug 21 —Lali bhankcr Lai \\as arrested at Cdcutla under the Dcfciccof 
India Rulcb 

In inc Froufttr ^ 

Pi ha\car,Iuly f — llic Frontier Government has demandul a Fc^i.rU} of 
Rb aOO to be fnrnisUcd b% Tul} S 1^10 from the Lditor, the punier aiufthc 
puhiibUcr of the **RikiitmIi Kluidukiiulmat,^ar ' 

Penhar ar, Inly 17 — ^c\cn persons of %anous ocv. npalio were tal rn into 
ciistod} b% the PcshWTir Polu c yc^'icrda} for alkr^cd tjupidunl v<tuitics 

Ranibaran Xac;ina, joint ^0 rctar}, Pc.dn\vir Coivrc^b Commithi? vas arre-'t/^d 
under the Defence of India Rules as a ecqual to liis ^^ntln^ in dieted ooKctn able 
p impblct 

In Stnd 

St J I iir Jiihi i — An order under the rorcic;ncrs Art was Hcnol on Tathraj 
Tcthmal Piirohit a rc’^idciit of Jodhpur btatc dirccluur him to remo c Imnsilf from 
I>nti‘'h India inimcdiatdv 

Ktirachu ivy i —Under the Defence of India ^^dc^ the C 1 D «=carrhrx! 
the JC^idcuce of Molid Amin khosj M L \ and^^jrc^l fome li r’^^ture 

Karachi, t g 4 — ruan;.\l Ram Dluor \»ah arrc*^tal rmkr the Ikfcncc Rule? 
ArrucG, Aug 22 — Saciianand Plicrumal Avas ante cd under the Defence of 
India Act 
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An ordei, duectins^ Mr NiTr Mohammad Pdizo not to enter Hyderabad district 
for an indefinite period, was issued bj the Governor and was ser\ ed on Mr Palizo 

In Ortssa 

Puru July 12 — Jaganuath Misra, President of the Ganjam District Congress 
domniittee, has been sentenced to IS months rigorous imprisoameiit and to pay "a 
fine of Rs 200 in default C months’ imprisonment more 

Cuttack, July 13 .—The Cuttack Police earned out simultaneous searches in the 
office of the Sagar Soap Works, the house of Sj Bhagabati Chiian Pamgrahi the 
house of Sj Puma Chandra Mohanty and that of S] Ananta Charan Patnaik 

Ananta Chandra Patnaik, Baid\anath Eath, Sarat Chandra Patmk, Bijoy 
Chandra Das, Puma Chandra Mohanty, Durga Charan Mohanty were arrested under 
Section 39 of the Defence of India Eules 

Bishnuptir [Bankiiia), July 11 Bisnanath Mukerjee was arrested under the 
Defence Eules 

Cuttack, Aug 3 .—Mr Banaraali Das, es-Secretary of the Nilgiri Praja Mandal, 
has been ai rested b> the local Polite here under Sections 38 and 39 of the Defence 
of India Eules 

CxLttacI , Aug 24 — ^Mi Bhagaban Khemundu, a member of the Orissa Provin- 
cial Congiess Committee from Potangi in the district of Koraput (partially 
ci^cluded area) was arrested under the Defence of India Eules 

In Keiala 


Calicut, July 10 — P Narayanan Nair, Secretaiy, Kerala Provincial Congress 
Committee and a member of the A I C, C. was arrested at his residence in Cochin 
State iindci the Defence of India Eules 

Calicut, JiiUi 20 — K P Gopalan, Member, A I C C and newly elected 
Secietaiy of the Kerala ProMiicial Coiigiess Committee was arrested under Rule 26 
of the iJefcnce of India Rules 

Tcllichan/ Aug 3 — M C Joseph, Headmaster of the Elementary School, 
Ihoudijil, Vekkalam was convicted on August 1 on three counts under the Defence 
of India Act, Sections 31 (6) and 3S (5) on the charge that he carried on anti- 
Biitlah^^and pio-Geiman propaganda by explaining a map of Europe on June 19 
in his class loom and leading and explaining some articles in the ‘i\Iathrubhumi’ 
111 a tea shop adjoining to his school He was sentenced to two years rigorous 
under the first count and one j^ear rmorous each under dig second and third counts 
Tclhchcjry, Aug 4 — Kunijil Krishnan of Kallai, a Congress Volunteer Officer 
was airestcd under the Defence of India Eules 38 (5) lead A^ith 38 1-a, 31 (6 d 
and k) and 121 for an alleged piejudicial act in connection with the demonstratioa 
on July 21 to protest agunst the arrests of Congiessmen m Malabar 

Cahciity Aug 11 — Sadhu Ahamad Kutti a member of Ihe Malabar District 
Board and membei of the Kerala ProMiicial Congiess Committee was sentenced to 
i ndergo rigorous impiisonment for a pciiod of IS months undei the Defence of 
India Rules 

Telhchen y, Aug 4 — 0 K Kiishnan, P K IiIadha^a^, Secretary of the Toun 
Congress Committee aud two others have been airestcd under Sec 38 and 39 of the 
DIE and also under Sec 121, I P C for alleged auti-uar speeches 


In Bombay 

14 7-40 — S S Batliwalla was leiirested immediately on his coming out of 
the Allpore Cential Jail, Calcutta and removed to the Hijh* Detention Camp 

Bombay July IS — S G Wakankar, was arrested by the police today at his 
residence in Girgaum undei the Defence of India Rules 

^1-7-40 — N V Phadke of the Servants of India Sociefy, A P Godi walla aud 
Bandu^Gokhale weie arrested under the Defence of India Act 

Atcg 12 — All Bihadur Khan, Editor of Hilal aud a Congiess member 
of tha Bombay Legislative Assembly, has been arrested under the Defence of 
India Eules, 


^ ^ In Maharashtra 

^ Poona, July 3 — S M Joshi, Madhao Limaye and Keshao Gorey were 
sentenced to one } cat’s rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Es 50 each in default 
to two months’ iiioie under the Defence of India Act 

^ Poo la, July 17 —V V Sathe was airested undei Rule 38 (5) of the 
Defence Eules ‘ , r x / « 

Poona, Aug 12 — ^Au older under rule 26 of the Defence of Indior Enles 
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w'lB Fcncd on fe K Lim'ivo xc^jnitjng Inm to ki\c the hmilB of the Comlns 
Prcsnlmcj ^yJUnn twenty four hours 

Poona Ann J3 — Rao ^nhib IMtwnnllnn wns irrc'^tinl in cnnnr (ion with n 
fiporrli alleged to ln\c been drlncrcd by him in the Satjngriha Cxiuj) nt Indjli- 
ui the Satara District, a fortnight ago 

Poonn^ Aiifj ^7 — U D Clutatc, mrmher of the A I O C Ffntnufd hj, 
the Cit\ ^Magistrate under Action 121 A, I P 0 nnd Ride 2b of (he i»rhnic 
of India Rules to, 1 yearM rigorous imprisonment and Rs 50*J fine, in def luU 
fciK months rigorous imprisonment 

In Mahaf oshal 

Jtihhitlporr, Jnhj £"? —Jai Narain Tmedy and Sobha Ram Vtrnn tuo 
Congress workers of Iktnl lm\e been warned by the Di^^lrnl Magi^frate IMnI 
not to deliver anli-war apee/hes or carry on propaganda ngainat the t»o\ernm<ni 

Jnhbvlpore Aug C? — Ivamlakar kulkarni a 1 ihnur wnrUr of liihhnijou !ia« 
been vvarnc<l by tlic ])iFtnct Magistrate of Tnbbnlpore, not to dduir inthmmatnry 
or null Government speeches Jlicrc other Congress workeis of tlic ^aivor Di-Unl 
have received Rinulir warnings from the District Magistialc of Snuor 

In Tamil Natin 

Madras^ August 3 — V S Somasundaram was arrested under the Di fence of 
India Act 

Ramnalf August 7 — Ulnganath Konc was arrested under the I'^t fence of 
India Art 

Negapatnm^ Aug { — Arpndiaraj was arrested under the D T Rnle=i , 

Ponanij Aug 10 — C V Knshnan Nair, who was arrrsifd at I d ipal under 
the D I A Ins been convicted and sentenced to 2 '\eara R I and to jny a fine 
of Rs 200, m default to undergo 0 months impriFonnirnt 

Negapafam, Aug IS — Vrsudeva Naidu and K P Nataranjin were arrc^lrd 
under D I A 

Polachi, Aug ID — K Ramaswami Hrundan, and ^ ^ambasivam of Karur 
have been arrested under DIR on charges of making nnli-war Fjimhrs ** 

Mcltujmlaiijnm^ Aug, S3 — P Ramaswanii was aricsted under I) I A 

In 

Qnclln, July ^0 — IJaji Fakir Mahomed, Vice Prccidrut of Jordia 
Anjumm C'Wntan, was arrested for spreading fake war rumnnrB 

Qurlta, Jiilif n — Arheb Abdul (Ddir, Prc'^ident of the Qiirlla hiaiuh of 
Anjumau i*Watan and son of Khan Rahadur Aibah Karam khan a former 
Munster of Kalat htale has been arrested under the Defence of Indn Rules for 
delivenug epccch at Loralni 


The All India Congress Committee 

Bombay — 15tb and 16th September, 1940 

FuMMvnv OF rrocrrm\rs 


A meeting of the All India Congre*^s Committee was luld on ^cptcmlxV 11 
and 10, PRO in the l^st India Cotton A*'‘^oualion hall, Romlm Manlini Ahul 
Knlam Arad presided 102 members were prc^^cnl ^ ^ 

The Minutes of the la^i meeting of the All India Coagre^^ Committee^ held 
at Poona on Jul> 27, 2S were confirmed 

PrD'tni M - ^TATi ti sr 

Before commencing the prcKceIing‘5 the prc^^nlpnl made a Flatcnuiit rrv cwinr 
the cour^^c of events fukc the Poona mccUn^ of the A I C C JiOlowin^ is il'n 
summary of hi*- statement • 

Dumg (he h«l FIX weeks after cur 2a«t meeting at Pooi - in Tulv c.ruls 
have nio\cu rniidly Our country com ol remain nnoTcctcd by these’ events 
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Wc nnist look at these events against the backgioiind of our own ficrht foi our 
fiecdom The decision we ha^e aiiivcd at today is the lesulfc of careful considera- 
tion and review of events that have taken place dining the last twelve months 
We had taken a certain decision at Delhi in the first week of July and confirmed 
It at Poona at the meeting of this body We then thought that it would piove 
final but events during the last six weeks have piovcd otheiwise 

As fai as I am concerned the decision we took at Eamgarh in March last 
was in my mind, iieaily thiee months eailiei Long before I was elected President 
of the CongiesB, I had come to the conclusion that the British Government had 
left no altei native for ns but to take the next step I had indicated this 
immediately after this election, and had also written to Maliatma Gaudln about 
the matter 

As days passed and events moved fast, new problems arose but at every stflo-e 
I kept Mahatma Gandhi informed of my reactions I did this because I was 
conMneed that any Btiiic:gle we may have to start will have to be led by Mahatma 
Gandhi Till the end of June, I was of opinion that we should take a forward 
step without losing tune But a sudden turn in the war situation made me revise 
m 3 opinion and we decided that we should give the British Government one more 
chance to revise their policy regarding India This, naturally, led to the Delhi 
resolution as confirmed by the Poona meeting of the All India Congress Committee 
At the time some members criticised ns as being anxious to compromise with the 
British Government on the mam issue and thus avoid trouble But those friends 
have proved false prophets This will he evident fioni the resolution which 
Pandit Jawahailal will shortly move It may be of interest to members to know 
that the veiy people, particularly Mr Rajagopalncliariar, who were responsible 
for the Poona decision weie the first to scrap that decision Ihe ofiei Britain has 
made through the Viceroy is not worth looking at These events made us decide 
to again request Mahatma Gandhi to assume the actne leadership of the Congiess 
I am ghid to inform you that he has agreed to do this as now there is no difference 
W’haisoever between him and the "Working Committee 

The Delhi resolution was a great obstacle in his way The offer contained 
in ft having been rejected there was no reason why he should not assume the 
leadership of the Congress 

I must take this opportunity to make it clear that there was nowhere any 
intention to discard non Molence , only we did not feel sure if we would be able 
to meet every internal and exteinal enieigency without lesoit to force At the same 
tunc it was our desire to build the future of this country on the firm basis of 
non-violence and give the world a new ideal 

Now that Britain has rejected all the offers made by the Congress we have 
only one thing left to do and that is to non-co-operate in every way with the 
war effort 

Resolution 

The following resolution as recommended by the "Working Committee was 
then formally moved by Jawaharlal Nehru and seconded by Vallabhbhai Pal el 
Ibey made no speeches leaving it to Mahatma Gandhi to explain to the Committee 
the implications of the resolution — » 

On Satyagkaha 

‘*The All India Congress Committee has given its careful attention to the events 
that have taken place since Us last meeting held in Poona on July 27, 1940 and 
to the resolutions passed by the Woiking Committee at Wardha m August last 
The Committee approves of and endorses these resolutions 

^Tn order to end the deadlock 111 India and to promote the national cause, m 
co-operation with the Biitish people, the 'Working Committee even at tlie sacrifice 
of i\Iahatma Gandhi’s co-operation, made a proposal to the British Government in 
their Delhi resolution of July 7, uhich was subsequently approred by the A I L O 
at Poona This jiroposal was rejected by the BiUish Goreinment in a manner 
which left no doubt that they had no intention to recognise India’s mdeppuence, 
and would if they could, continue to hold this country indefinitely in bonaage 
for Butish exploitation This decision of the British Gorernment shows that they 
will impose then will upon India, and then recent policy lias farther shown that 
they will not even toleiate free expression of public opinion in condemnauon 01 
their associating India in the war against Geimany against the will of a rast hociy 
of the people of India, and of exploiting her national lesoiuces and men-power 
for this purpose 
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**01io A I C 0 cannot Fiihmit to n policy \vhi<li is n drnnl of Indn*' nntnrnl 
right to IrcrdoiTj, \rhich Fiirprc^^rR the frco c\prf‘»'^ion of public* opinion niul >vhuh 
'ivotild lend to the dcgr'id'ilion of lu r 7 >mjdc nnd their continucil tn«K>oment 
following IhiB pohc> the Lnti^h (lO^crnincnt )n^r r 'rated nn intolrnhlo 
Filiation, and arc impo'-ing upon the Congrc’=s n BlrugLic for the ptc«^rr\ ation of 
tlic honour md the clcinrnl ir> right** of the jirojdr TIio CnngroR is ]drd^rd 
under GandhijiM IcndrrFhip to non-\iol(nrc for the Miidication of Indid'- frruloni 
At ihiR grAVcrriMfi in the inosomcnt for national freedom, the All India Conpu^a 
CominiUcc, therefore, Tccjncsta him to guide the Congrr*^s in the action that 
Bhonld ht tahen Ulic ])clhi resolution, confinnccl h} the A 3 C G it Toon a, 
Ailmh prcAcnlcd him from so doing, no longer nnplica It Ins lipped 

*"jhc A I C C **}mpathicc avUIi the linticli people afi ivcll na the projde of 
nil other rountnea inAolicd in the War Gongre^-smen cinno^ withhold their 
admiration for the braicrv and cmluraiKe shonn 1 a the Rnti«h nation in the fate 
of diuiger and ]icnl 'Jlic^v tin lia\c no ill amII ngain**l them and the Fpint of 
haUagraiia forhida the Congic**a from doing eu\ thing \MtU \ \icaa to ernharra^H 
(hem Rut this self imio'-til nstiaint tnnnot I)l (al on to the extent of self e turn* 
lion 'jhe Congre^-R nuifit in**isi oi the fullcfct freedom to tmrFuc it** poln), ha^^id 
on non Molcncc 'Jhc Congress has, hoAveicr, no desire at the p'‘c*-ent moment 
to extend non Molcnt rc'^islance Fhonld this heronic nccCE**ar}, bc\ond Aihat is 
required for the preservation of the libcrticB of the people 

“In MCVN of certain jmsapprchcnFions that haicari^-cn in regard to the (onrrre*a 
policy of non MolcncG, the A I C C dc*^irc to state this nCie‘'h and to miht' 
U dear that this policy conlinucP, noUvUliFtaiuhiig anMhing contained in preiiona 
reFoltitioiiR Avhich may haic led to IhcFc mi^aiiprehcnnoiiF "JhiF Committee firmh 
julicAcs in the policy nnd practice of non Molrncc not onh in the struggle for 
bwara}, but alFO, in eo far ns this may be po*=**ihlc of applu ition, in free India 
'ilic Comniittcc is com meed, and recent world events haAC dcmon‘*lralcd, that 
complete MOiId diparmamcnt is ncccFSary, and the cstn!)li‘*hmcnt of a nen and 
piBlcr iiohtual and economic order, if the AAorld is not to lie dc'^lio} itfcU and 
io\ert to barbarism A ficc India Mill therefore throw all her m eight in fmonr of 
world disarmament and should hcrpclf bo prepared to^ue a lead in this fo the 
world fciuh lead will inc\ilahly depend on external faclors and intcrnnl conditmne, 
hut tlic kSlatc Avould do its utmost to guc cficct to this policy of diFarmimcnt 
IfrcetiAC diFarmament and the establishment of world pcaic'ln the ending of 
national wars, depend ultimately on the rcmo\ il of the causes of Avars and naUnnal 
conflicts 'Ihcsc caiiFCs must be rooted out !)> the ending of Uil domination of 
one country o\cr nnolher and the exploitation of one people or group 1 a another 
'Jo that end India will pcncofiilly labom and it is with this ohjrclno in mcw tint 
the people of India desire to attain the status of a free and indcicndmt nation 
i^iirh freedom a ill he the prelude to the clo‘*c ast^ocialion aauIi other countrica 
within a comity of free nations for the peace nnd progress of the Avorld” 

GtxpniJito Srreen 


The PrcFident requested Gaudhiji to nddrcFs the meeting The follow m 
the Fummaiv m English of his Fjiccch dclucrcd in IIindiiFtani — ^ 

I had requested the Rrcsidcnt to alloAA me to Fpcak on this rrsolul on before 

anv discussion on it took place fo that I maj he able to gne xou my views on it 
During the Inst fO vears I had often tal en upon imsdf Acry graAc icsponsafulinrq 
but 1 feel that the present responsibility yon hnAc cnlnistul me with is n,e 

giaACsf Naturally therefore I Luac to pause and think 1 haAC to ronsidcr also 
Iaow far 1 tan feel confident I do not knoAV Avhat aviH he tljc result I 

also doidt know if I will be able to reach the goal that I jiaic in nimd 

'Jherc arc many thingR that mate me fear hut there is no doubt in nn mmd 
about the path (hat 1 muFt follow I ha\c ahvaAs Avorked with fnih in m\ miFcm„ 
Once I take up the rc‘«ponsibiiity, no fear can keep mo back 

3>et me compare myself to the canlain of a ship lie maA think mxuh as 

lie likes before he Rtarls on his voAaec, but once he has Fct Fail there if no ro^rrnf 

for him until the dcfeUuation is rcaebcKl and the task performed, no matter Vhn 
the danger be ^ 

At the same time, I must aRo remind you of nn limitations I nm rio» tho 
fame person I Aias .0 year-, ago I haAC not that slrcneth and encr„ to under, 
tike a tour of the countr\ which I could in the pas* Jim CongrAs skUhs 

chau,.rd during these ycais There is not blfvvl m it R/vn»tL T -ar,? 

^Yo^klng Commillce to relieve me of the icsiwsibdpj of nudim* (he C<>iVrc - 
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If I cannot carry you xntli me with your whole heart in the task before tis it is 
better for both parlies to part compaii} and pursue our own respectne paths If 
that be the case, even toda’v 1 would ask you to reject this resolution and I assure 
you that I will not be sorrj if 3011 do so nor will the “Working Committee be sorry 
For the past 20 years we have been asking people to be completely non- 
violent In 1920, when we started the first non-co operation movement it was on 
the issue of Khilafat and the Punjab atrocities There were friends then, who 
were surprised at not finding any mention of Swaraj I had no objection to add 
that also But I believed that if we could get the Hhilafat and the Punjab wrongs 
righted, we could also win our freedom 

The Congress ofiered to co operate in war effort It would have been easy 
for the Go\enimenfc to ha\e accepted this offer of co-operatioii To make this offer 
Congress had gone to the extent of abandoning the ideal of non-violence m respect 
of internal disorder and external aggression But even this oflTer was rejected 

It will be wrong to judge the strength of the Congress by its remstered 
membership The Congress is not a Hindu organisation There was nothing to 
pTe\ent Muslims from capturing the Congress m the Punjab, Bengal and Sind 
For the matter of that the} could do so even in rainonty proMiices The doors 
of the Congress are open to every Indian who subscribes to the Congress ideal, 
who subscribes to the congress ideal of freedom for India, and works for it 

Maul an a AT)iiI Kalam Azad is here not because he has broueht in a large 
contingent -of Muslims but m his own right ns an Indian, and you know what 
influence he commands not o^er the Working Committee alone but also over me 
Then there are the KJian Brothers What can be common between iis except our 
intense desire to free our motherland from bondage and to serve its teeming 
millions ? The Muslims are in crores But the Congress belongs to Parsees 
as much as to Muslims e^cn though they are only a hundred thousand It 
equally belongs to Harijans whom we Hindus m our folly regard ns untouchables 
I will ask e\ery Hindu to quit the Congress if he is under the wrong impression 
that the Congress is a Hindu organization 

The Congress is a democratic organisation and those who accuse it of Fascist 
tendencies are totally wrong As the Congress believes m non-violence, there can 
be no question of Fascism, Nazism or Impeiiahsm We believe that for doing 
work that we have before ns we must be able to carry with us even the smallest 
minorities in this country If we do not do this, it will be possible for that 
minority, however small it may be, to hamper our progress by following the 
Fame niethods that the Congress has been following The Congress does not want 
to rule by its majority Its object is to serve the whole country Its membership 
is regularly growing, and so is its strength It is not because of its majority but 
because it pursues the clear path of truth and non-Molence 

While considering this resolution, 30U must bear in mind the great 
responsibility that rests on you I am the captain of the ship and like all captains 
I must have the complete confidence and trust of every member of the crew 
Otherwise, the ship may be wrecked In that case not only those on board will be 
drowned but the whole country will have to suffer on their account 

I may tell you that this time I am not anxious to go to jail Of course, it is 
open to the government to lock me up any time they like, but for the present I 
have no idea of defying the law, unless I am compelled to do so 

You may be interested to know that the resolution before you 
have been drafted by me Of course, Jawaliarlal, the Congress draftsman, has 
toudied jt up The resolution declares that we will follow non-violence not only 
for attaining our freedom but even after its attainment we will try as far os 
possible to run the Government by non-violent methods 

When the Congress takes up administration yon must remember it is not 
only the Congress nimd that works The Parliament of this country that we 
visualise will be composed of all grqiips We have already declared that we will 
have adult franchise The resolufion further declares that we cannot co-operate 
uith the Go\ eminent because we do not believe in violence 

I wish to make it clear that we do not wish ill to Britain We do not want 
her to be defeated But in her present struggle she cannot expect any help from 
the Congress At the time when Britain is engaged in a life and death striurgle, 
we do not want to embarrass the Government A satyagrohi does not bel>e\e in 
taking advantage of the weakness of- his opponent Whatever we have to achieve 
we will achieve through our own strength and that is why we have said tbat wc do 
not want to embarrass Britain 
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llic Con^rc-fi clmmB for UscU the (rcf^lom to protr t c mI liberty u\ IbH 
country We mu^L ln\c tho riAt to Fl^to frccl> \\lnt we fcH nbo it th( var Ho\s 
c^n the Government chim Unt Iinln is with the British Government Ihc'v ln\c 
comniitlcd t!ie ^rcalcU blunder dcfhnn^ thv Indm is with them, without i 
ronfiuUinj' the nntouomous provinces When lhc> did tUi" we rc^ilred the 
lioUownc^'S of so cslkd proviucnl autonomy lhat wss wh% the Con^rt'-i 
Ministries rcfoi;^ncd , , . , 

We have waited with patience for a year and 1 bchcrc that lhcrch% v c have 
prow n in strength At least pcrMwiall^ 1 have Our last oiTtr was the t rcatc I 
concession that we could make What we wanted was not i>owcr for the Cmcre-*- 
!)Ut freedom for India Instead, they have made the Vitcro} mi'^hr of 1^3 m llio i 
people Who can tolerate such a St Uc of atTairs ? Wh> this auto^rali j>.)wcr ta 
one man ? I have nothing pcr^onall^ a-tainst the Vucrov Hi is m> fncud Ihit^ 
we must hue complete freedom to say what we feel about tho \»nr We mu-t 
give cvprcs^'ion to v»hatc\cr is ncee-siry to maintain ourcMsUmc W c are not 
now asking for our freedom How tan we a'^k for freedom from peijlc who c 
own freedom is at present in danger ? 

I mast say \ itli grcit respect that I am not afraid either of Gormnav^ ftalv 
or Japan A fcatjagrdii knows no fuar I do not wish the defeat of LitU^h I 

wish them well L admiic their eournee but 1 jnu«t tell them that if J am 

impotent as not to be able to protect myself the moment they Icuc this comilrv, 

then I have no right to desire to be free ^ 

It IB a most Ijarbaroiis manner in whuh the war is being carm 1 oi Wo 
cannot be expected to join this tarnigc 1 wish them all -rood li my voa< could 

reach them, I would IcU them all, why they can not < omc lo^c‘ her ami live 

pcaccfuUv After ill, they all belong to Ihc family of Luroj can niliona 

'Jins war is not for llu toiiquf>t of India Ah Ion,-, there is a single true 
Congressman in this conntrv, he will (onlinnc to declare thvt tins countiy belongs 
to linlians and it will alwavs belong to Indians It I have to fs< c an ae re 
I will court death as a true batja^rihi with a suulc on my fai c I will biar no 
ill will agiinst the ai:^rc‘'‘'Or \Vhcn I real about the bombing of ‘^nnt INuI 
It pains me as iniuli as the bombing or destniclion of a mo que or a K v^'lii 
lcm]dc 'ihcre is so much of tndiuon and art a'^^-OMated with bunt Taiil s and 
1 cannot understand the madnchs of Germans m trying to da m^c it 

I do not fed that even the fall of I ondon or of Ligland will mean the 
defeat of liic Britibh people 'I hoy have a vast 1 nipirc and they will trv to dtbnd 
it from distant lurts id c Cmada Australn and New /» dmd But Britain s 
difhcuUy cumot make Lndm give up the path that U hab to follow" bthtvc that 
India lub a Ics^'On to give to the whole world 

\ou have midc me once more respoubiblo for guiding the Congrr-^ It may 
mean end dt^obcdicmc or non cooperuion, but for the present 1 cannot tell yon 
what I will do I am luvbclE in the dark llcmcmbcr that \ou arc aMcpUng: "the 
Icad« rslup of a mui who is lumhclf groping in the dark 'Ihcro a^c fiirniis wlio 
suspect tint there ib room for a corai^romi^c in this resolution I want 1o tdl the n 
plainly that there is enough room for a <omproini*-c in this I will go to the 
Viceroy with tlub resolution and ask him if the pre-cot Hiualion i^ not smh aa 
will lead to the extinction of the Congress We mint have the ruht to sa\ wn d 

we fed about the war, provided wo stuk to our poli< y of non violciu'a. 'Ihc 

(lovcrnmcnl tan arrest tbo^c who prcadi violence We do no\ want to keep *<dcnt 
in a manner wludi will mcui our polUKal Fuuidc Indii is not a Fmall rountrv 
If It can attain frccilom through non violence, it will cue i mc-si_n to the wodd 
and the natioiih of Luropc whuh arc now ciun^cd in a niO‘<t ruthlc - and b^^rnarou- 
w ir can kaTn a grcvl k^son from our country ^Yhllc a<hninnc thtir coin;.c ml 
then genius for (ksiructiou we must tell them that ihcv hue lake i leave of ib/ir 
FcnbCb India has got Foniething to teach them I cm tell Ilukr, Afn-djgiu 
t-talin and ChuniuII that the right way ib not to keep thcmfolvrc tiva^cd jb this 
bvrlmous war of ikstruction hut to use their knowlcd-.c and wibdom fjr hum in 
happiness and peace 

1 cannot tell vou what vou will have to do Hut I can trl! van what rou 

will not hue to do 'lodav there no question of macs (mj dud^ b n q liurc 

may be— I un not Furc— induidual cud di^obcdiriuc 1 nnv Uj tell von thit I 
am sail tlimking of somcllmu hut 1 have not yd fctu the li,.ht H I ii as ] 
hone (o do, I bImU place U before voi, but if I f-d 1 wdl to to lie ^ludmi 
halicb if he IS out of j ul and ^dmil my ladurc if he in j i J 1 irai mcx-t h:ii 
there even I fchdl certainly render an account to vou 1 want vou lo | »'av to 



216 THE li^DIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ bomba\^ 

God to Kive me suQjoieut strength and comage and also wisdom to beir the greit 
responsibility that you are going to place on ray shoulder^ ^ 

Tne folloning is the fall text of iho spcLch ddiicred in English bv 
3Iahaima Gandhi 

I know that you have listened to me with the greatest patience I am specnllv 
grateful to you today, for the simple reason that I ha\e said many things which 
may have displeased you It was never ray intention to displcise those\hom I 
want to harness for tne great work that lies before you and before me I have to 
speak to you at length because I have to shoulder this biudeu I have not come 
with -a piepaied speech at all Ihe thoughts will come as I proceed 

Let me begin with a thought which has been weighting with me for a consi- 
derable time Wi cn the war broke out and I went to fcirala to see the Viceroy, I 
issued a statement the next day, not in a representative but m my indnidual 
capacity A fiiend has now reminded me how good it would have been if I had 
simply hung on to that statement although I could not take the Congress with 
me , and on the e\e of my shouldering this responsibility, he prayed that I should 
be guided by God to take up that oiiginal position and retire I baie very great 
regard for him I ha^e not forgotten that statement, nor ha^e I any regret or 
apology to oiler If such a thing occurs— and history often repeats itself— and I 
happen to go lo another Viceroy, I should make the same statement 

AUhouuh I spoke only for myself, deep down in me there was the Congress- 
man speaking The Viceroy also did not send for me because I was M K Gandhi 
M K Gandhi has absolutely no place in his books The man who wields the 
sceptre can ha\e no loom for individuals He sent for me because he thought [ 
would represent the Congress \iew and I would be able to carry conviction to 
Congiessmen I withdrew from that position not as an indnidual but as a 
Congressman, and because I failed to carry" coimction even to a single Congressman 
Happily you have got on the Working Committee men with sterling honesty 
who had the courage to tell me that^ although it was my statement, they did not 
feel like accepting it They added tint they had had bitter experience behind them 
and that therefore they would not be able to take that position Thus you had the 
lesoliition that was passed by the Congress immediately after the war And I 
agieed with the resolution as a representatne, although I said to them that, if I 
could cairj coimction, my original position was the best possible one to take up 
If I bad pressed the members of the Woiking Committee to accent my position 
they would ha\e done so but it would have been only mccbanical The statement 
was not made to deceue the Viceroy or, for the matter of that, a single soul It 
came straight from the heart It was not a theatrical display It was the opening 
up of the secret recesses of the heart before the world, the Viceroy and the Congress 
If these words of mine could not find an echo in their heaits they would have 
been of no use whatsoever to the Viceroy, to the great English nation or to India 
lhat still remains my sentiment If I could not coimace the Congress of my 
attitude it would not carry us further It would have been a wrong step to take, 
and hence it was not taken W ith that background I approach this resolution 

I have made repeated statements that I would not be guilty of embarrassing 
the British people or the British Government when their '\ery existence hangs in 
the balance, that I would not be true to my ‘Satyagraha’ would not be true to 
non-\iolence, would not be true to the truth which I hold dear if I did so, and 
therefore could not do so That very man now stands befoie you to shoulder the 
buiden of Satyagrah Why ? There comes a time when a man in his weakness 

mistakes vice for virtue, and Mrtue itself when taken away from its context and 

from the purpose for winch it was dedicated becomes vice I felt that if I did not 

go to the assistance of the Congress and take the helm e\eu if it be in fear and 
trembling, I would be untrue to myself 

, J feel that m taking the step that we are doing we aie rendering a great 
service not only to the Congress but to the whole of India And we are rendering a 
service not only to the whole of India History will record — and Englishmen will 
Jhe able to grasp this statement some day — that we rendered help to the English 

n*\tion and they will find that we were true to our salt and had the same bravery 
and fearlessness of which the Englishman is pioud and for which he is renowned 
T who claim to be a fast friend of the British people, will be guilty of unfriendly 
conduct if, under a false sense of modesty, or because people may think otherwise 
about me, or because Englishmen tbemselxes will be angry with me, I do nbt isSue^ 
a warning that the virtue of self-restraint now becomes vice, because it wilj kill^the' 
Congress oigamsation and it will kill the very spirit which is exeicising this ziestrainf 
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Vtbcn I F^y this ^ Frcnlinj, no+ onlv fo^* tho but for nil tvm 

Blmid for national freedom, Miiclims, Tarsia, Chn^tnnF and ocn Iho^^c ^ Im nre 
a^Rinpt the Con^^rCft*? fo lon^ n^; tlK t vepre-ent the n'^pirntmo of Indn, nnircl , 
nnnduUcrntcd Indepriulcnce I Fhonld be nntn e to nil of tboni, if tbi'' tinv. 
I Fnui, ‘‘Xo cmbnm‘-‘=mpnL to the Ikitidi” I nui‘-t not n pint }nrro‘ hit ‘‘No 
cmlnrr^sfirncnt” Ihon thnt repLtition ^vo ild be ns i ccful for in\ Fnhntion 
or for the gunrdinjr of rn^ Mrtue ftb the repetition b^ n pnnot of (lud nnmc 
^Thmh ennnot bnn^ him enhation be nuRC it ib onh a mcMnni<nl nr d ^o-^nl 
without nn> iritclh^cnoc behind it Uhcrcforc if I c^crn'^c Ihnl mU «ijppri«^ioi 
at this (rilicnl moment in the history of the nnlion it wOvihJ be 1 tl onid 

be perfectly untrue to uinfcU if 1 hid my^tlf in hc\nj;rApi nnJ raid. ‘‘No, 1 1 nvc 
told you No cmbnrrARsincnt” 

llip Ianj;un^c of this resolution is in the nnin mine I np^cnlcd to rnndit 
Tnwnhirlnl Nehru I u‘^c<i to he the Con^rc'-s draft'^ninn Xow he lin*? tnltn nn 
plnf'C lie Fiw it wnb incMlnblc, if we were to be true to non Moicnt re ip’nmc tti 
ihr extent to which we wnntcd to p:o And the 'l^orlin^ Committee hns nrr(,t»c'l 
this phrascolo/y dclibcrnbh, ucll knowiiu its impliLntion*^ ^ilio rc-nll m tins If 
we enn get a dcclnrntion from the Ikitish Go. eminent that the Con^rres enn inrr^ 
on anti uar propn^anda, nnd prcnAi non co opcrnlion with the Gov^rnmcbl in their 
wnr effort, vc uill not ln\c Cnil Difcohcdirncc 

I do not w uit England to be defeated or Iiumilintcd It hurts me to find 
raids Cathedral dnrnngcd It hurts me ns much a« 1 would be luH if Thrud 
llui Kn^u Vislnnnnlh temple or the Jumn M iMul uas dnim^cd I uodd 1 1 e to 
defend both the JCn«hi Vi^'lnnnnth tcm]>Ie nnd Tuma nnd f\cn iGid'a 

with my life but ^.ould not tike n single life for their defe imc 'Jlnt i- i,iy fun 
damcnlnl ddFtrcncc with the Hritibh people My svinpnth. is there with them 
nc\crtholc-s Let there be no mist ike on the part of Lnphdimcn, Congrr smeu or 
others, whom my \oue reaches as to where my syminlhy liew is not 
beenusc I love the Lntish nation nnd hate the German I do now think 
thnt the Germnns ns a nation arc any worse linn the I lulpli or the 
ItaliuiB nre am worse We arc nil tarred wiili tlic rnmo lirnch , we arc 
all members of tlic \aPt human fannl% I decline to draw an% dibtii tio i 
I cannot claim any BUpcnorit^ for Indian^? We ha\c the <-ame Mrtm^ 
and the same mccs Ilnmainty is not dnidcd into water-tiglit eonriarlmcnt^* i6 
that we cannot go from one room to another "ihey ma\ occnp\ one tl oimand 
rooms, but they arc al! related to one another I would not ea\, ‘indn ihonld lie 
nil 111 all , let Ihc whole world perish’ lint i« not niy me ‘^age In ^ i «;hnul(l he 
all in all con^^islcnlly with the well-being of other natioiib of the lo’^ld I tan 

keep India intact and us freedom al^o iiUict only if I bn\c j^ood will the 

whole of the human family not merely for the human family wlu^h 1 i^ahUb llu'. 
little spot of the cirtli called India. It is big enough rom]>arcd to o^uir ‘^maMcr 
iialion'i, but what is India in the wide world or in the Unnerse ? 

l^et there be no mi'^tale as to what 1 am about I i.aiU my indmdnahtx 

to remain unimpaired If ] lose it I would bo of no s^nKc to Indii, ranch Ic-s 

to the British iicaplc, still to linmanity I\ly indiMdual liberty the sane 
ns the nalionV, eoiucrliblc with national libcrtv 1 do not clum rn\ ,^rcitcr libfly 
for myFclf lienee my liborlN is c<pial to tlie libcrta of all of you and no ^^rUer 
1 feel that if my Iiberls is at stake aours is al«;o at ^takc I ilaini the hi rrty of 

going through the streets of Bomlny and say that 1 bhill ha.c nothi ig do with 

this war because I do not bdic\c in this war and in this frit*'! ide that i« im 

on III Lnrooc I ad nine the b’'avcr^ But i.hat is the i fc of lhi« braitry 7 I 

deplore the fooli^^hnc'^s and the cra^is ignorance people do not knov 

thc\ arc fightuiL for liiat is how I look at this war Iba? m poi.jg oi acre s tap 

EC 15 I cannot po^-sibly tale part in it Nor do 1 want the Conerv - to do **0 ‘ 

Ihc part that I would like to talc is the part of ] cacc m tker If Ike J*“it 
people in their wisdom had rcco::ni5^d tlic Indcjcndcnec not of the Gongre s bit 
of all India and if other parties in India had alpo cooperated with u=, we wodd 
lm\c taken the honourable pla c of jcace makc’^s between thr-e nation'^ So h Is 
my ambition But todix I Ino.v that n a dav-drean But f^iinchmc® n v 
lues in hiB day dicanih I h\c in nine and p»(turc the world a:; full of 
human bcin^.f~-nc.. goady ^^oodv human bnn.,p In the Lngi there 

Will be a new structure of fccciela, a luw order of things I nm aho 

*a new tO*'dcr of things that will astOuiAi tlic world If you try to drea n li t<e 

day-dr<r\ins a on wiH aho feel exalted a^ I do 

Ami now I come to our tin j-k)! Con^rets— tin jot in the cs^^nat^Dn of o’Lcrg, 
23 
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not my own If we do not take care the Congress will disappear, and if the 
Congress disappears the national spirit disappears One after another Congressmen 
aie being selected and ]ailed It is not Satyagraha to watch people being taken 
away It is much better for all of us to rush into the jaws of the opponent After 
all, as the Maulana Saheb once said, India is a \ast prison Let us get out of 
this slave prison by breaking the prison bars He said to the Sikhs at the time 
of the Nankana Bahab tragedy "You may protect one Gurdwara , but what about 
the vast Gurdwara that is India We have to deliver it from bondage ” Those 
words ring true even today in my ears If this liberty of the nation or the move- 
ment for freedom is likely to be choked, then I say that the virtue of self-restraint 
18 going to become a vice That virtue of lestraint caiiuot be earned to the extent 
of the extinction of the national spirit wherever it may reside whether among 
Congressmen or non-Congtessmen 

I do not want to hurl Civil Disobedience oi anything in the face of 
Government without making my meaning clear, the meaning I attach to the sum 
total of Government actions —actions beginning with the declaration of the Yicerov, 
the statement o£''the becretary of State foi India and the series of actions and the 
policy that the Government have pursued since The sum total of all these has 
left an indelible impression on my mind that theie is something wrong, some 
injustice being perpetrated against the whole natio i and that the voice of freedom 
IS about to he stifled This is implied in the resolution, not m the exact language 
which I am using now but you will see the meaning clear as day-light 

In order completely to clarify our position, I propose to appioach the Viceroy 
with a request that he will be good enough to see me, and I have uo doubt that 
he will I will place my difhculties before him , I will place the CongrebS 
difhcultics before him I will approach him in your name I will tell him that 
this is the position to which we-ha\e been reduced do not want to embairass 
you and deflect you from your purpose in regard to war efiort AA^e go our wa}, 
and you*' go ^ours, undeterred, the common ground being nou-violence If we carry 
the people with us, there will be no war effoit on the pait of oui people If, on 
the other hand, without your using any but moral pressure you hud that the 
people help the war-efiort, we can ha^e no cause foi grumbling If you get 
assistance from the Princes, from the Zemindais, from anybody high or low, }ou 
can have it , but let our voice also be heard If you accept my pioposnl it will 
be eminently honourable, it will certainly be a feather m your cap It will be 
honourable of ^ou, although you are engaged lu a life and death struggle that 
you have given us this liberty. It will be honourable of you that you take this 
great step, although you have limitless powers to choke our voice, and that you 
give us the fullest possible fieedom, consistently with the observance of non-violence, 
to tell the people of India not to join the war effort 

Let the people use any reasoning they like for refusal to help the war-effort 
My reasoning is the only one which will sit well on Congressmen’s lips But I 
do not expect all to restrict themselves to that reasoning Those who have 
conscientious objections, as I have, will adopt my reasoning Those who are tired 
of British imperialism will use that argument There may be others who will 
have other aiguments All these should be covered under this freedom of speech, 
provided, however, that they all accept non-violence, provided also that what they 
say is said openly and not secretly These are the implications of my generalship 
If these do not satisfy you, you must reject this lesolution summarily So long as 
you can preach non co-operution with war effort m men and money, there should 
be no Civil Disobedience But if you have not that liberty there is iia swaraj but 
perpetual bondage. I would like the British people and the Viceroy to be able to 
tell the world that they have given the leaders of the Indian people liberty to 
preach to their people what they like The British can then say to the world , 
^"Judge us by our conduct Here in*India, we are playing the game” 

, ^ I do not mind the British not responding to the Delhi resolution They may 
say ‘‘At the present moment we cannot interfere with the management of afiairs as 
they stand Delnerance will come to jou in its own time At this ciitical juncture, 
do not worry us” I will understand that argument I will sympathise with it 
I will hold my hand so long as theie is no fraud or falsity in what they say It 
is impossible for them to give us freedom If freedom has got to come it must be 
obtained by our own internal strength, by our closing our lanks by unity betw^n 
all sections of the community It is made of much sterner stufi It cannot descend 
from heaven, nor can it be given as a gift from one nation to another I do not 
know whether I am representing the feelings of the members of the AP^kiDg 
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Committee, becanse I Inrc not Giccnsccd it vrilli them Put }ou b^vc to U\(i me 
\^ith nil my Iimitnlionq, v?'Uh the workinps of m> mind 

9 he Yiccro% may Fa>, ‘"Aon arc n Msionnry*’ 1 may fail in in> nut 

we will not qmncl If he pa>B be ib liclplcsB, I nil not feel liclplc'^'^ 1 will make 
pood m> position I cannot Bit Ftill when I ecc lUm Manohar IvDhn and Tai 
Pralash Narain in lail, than whom I do not know braver or Firaiphtcr men 'Jhc> 
have not prcachcu violence but fiimpl> earned out the bchc':>ts of Ihu Kam^nrh 
resolution It was a point of honour with them 

I have TCBtraincd and will restrain myself I will not accl impn«on* 

ment I do not want to olTcr Civil Disobedience I will not place mvFdf in ] enl 
In lhi 9 battle, I will not enpo^e myself to impTWonmcnt Put il the tio ^''niwent 
chooBCB it will not be aiflicult to take me awnv I will not be able to sent my 

hjiB or restrain my pen It will be difiicult for them^to keep me lu pr^on, not 

hccnuBC India will rise m rebellion India will be wrong if it does fo own 

instinct IS that they will not he able to keep me in }ail , 

I will place my argument before the Viccrov I mav fail in m\ mission 
But 1 have never approached a misMon in despair I may have approached il with 
the consciousncsfl that I may be faced with a blind wall But I have often 
penetrated blind walls I shall approach the Viceroy in the confidence and hope 
that be will undrrfitand the great reasonableness of tlic request of the Congre*'*^ for 
full liberty to pi each *no war’ m India Everyone should have pctlcct liberty to 
preach by pen and longue , “lYe cannot aid imperialism , we cannot help 
spoliation ” 

I shall strain every nerve to avoid Satyagraha in your name Mhat ehape 
it will take, when it comes, I do not know Ihit T know that there v tU be no 
mass civil disobedience, because mass civil disobedience is not required for this 
occasion I have impenetrable darkness before me regarding the future roursc of 
action I have no mvBtcncB I do not know how I shall lead you, wrhat action 

I shall put before you I hone that any at lion that we mav take will be worthy 

of the Congress traditions and of the occasion 

I have often paid that I do not know the Congrc<;s mind, ns I have bunctl 
mvFclf in Eevngram It is because of the Congress dinieultv that 1 have dragged 
myself to Bombay and immediately I am relcapcd from this duly you will find mo 
in Fevagram But I have got strength and rcsourccfulnc^^s enough to had this 
lialllc, although I am buried in Fevagram I shall do better and clearer, remaining 
in Fevagram than anywheic cIfc, Fimi>ly because I have built up there an atmos- 
phere for mv growth I\ith tlic march of time my body must decay but, 1 bo] r, 
not my wisdom I seem to Fee things more clearly with the advance of age It 
may be eclf deception but there is no hypocrisy Sclf-dcccpiion is rood some 
times in that it helps one to remain chccrlul and not to uivc wav to despair It 

will be. thereforo, wrong of vou to drag me from Sevagnm , and I promise that 

I ehnll give a good account of my stcwardFhip 

There arc many parties in the Congress We are not all of the Fame opinion 
There IF indiscipline in the Congress 1 know it is inevitable in a mass or,.anisa- 
tion, whuh IB growing from dav to dav If it is all indiscipline and no di^^cipbnc 
the organiFalion le on the downward path Let it not be Fnd of you tl at vou 
come to the Congress although you do not believe in non-violence llow can vou 

possibly Fign the Congress pledge with violence in your breasts I want complete 

obedience to the policv of non-violence While the policy InstF it is the Fame as tlmupli 
it was a creed for bo long ns it holds good it is as good as a creed Mv creed holds me for 
life , yours eo long as vou hold it Kcsign from the Congrese and you arc free from 
it Ixjt UB be cleat regarding the language we ufc and the thoughts* we nurture For 
what IS lanpiagc but (he expression of your tliought Ixt vour thoueht be acci.ralc 
and truthful and vou will hasten the advent of Fwara) even' if the whole wo’^ld 
against vou You will have won Fwaraj without having to Fpend nine mlHavn 
pounds a day or without burning a single home-. If yon arc inic to vour johe^ 1 - 
am Furc without doing any of these things you will build up the maicsUc cdul^c 
of freedom 

Now for the violence ratty Do not mix up the mcthcyls if von can help it 
Jon have rcslTatiud youTsclvcs for some years Bertram vour-ches' for tone more 
year? Ours is not n Fiunli battle Jf you rcsiram vouT=thcs xou will lose 
jmthuur 

. I rcdlom of Ficcoh and pen is (he foundation of If the foundat’on 

Ftoivp r V' you have to exert the whole of your nn^ht in order to defend 

that nnglc Ftouc I^Ivy God help you. 
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After Gandhtjt had fin shed followed a general discussion At the end of the 
dt$cussto7i Gandhi ji again made the folloxoing speech in Hindustani — 

I am not yet your captain I will be one when you have passed this resolution 
You know that I am not e\en a member of the Congress I am here only on 
Bufferance of the Maulana Saheb and the Working Committee Yesterday Maulana 
Saheb was good enough to permit me to address yon He said then that I had 
told you all I wanted to convey to you but I told him that the A I G 0 may 
pass the resolution and may appoint me its leader I must, in that case, have the 
opportunity to know well those I am going to captain I must know the' opinions 
of my soldiers Although today is my day of silence, I came here to watch the 
proceedings so that I mayha^e an opportunity to understand you 

I cannot give you the definition of ‘Swaraj’ I have not been able to find one 
I want to know it from anyone who claims to have found a comprehensive and 
satisfactory definition of ‘Swaraj’, Though I cannot gi\e you such a definition, I 
have coined many words for expressing my ideas, but I have not been able to do 
this in respect of Swaiaj However, I have given you in this resolution the basis of 
Swaraj If you hold fast to it, yoiii desire will be fulfilled It is that the right 
of freedom of speech and cl^ il liberty must be available to everyone 

That IS the root and the foundation stone of Swaraj You must, thereforet 
hold fast to it If there is no right of free speech and ci\il liberty, then Swaraj is 
well-nigh impossible If you had understood this simple fact, you would not hate 
entered into such lengthy discussions If we are able to secure the right of free 
speech either by compromise or, failing which, by fight, it will be good We must 
have th^e right to say what we want to say No one can thrive if there is no 
fieedom of speech Personal libeity, religious liberty, every other liberty is included 
in our conception of Swaiaj A free citizen must have the right to propagate 
what he thinks right provided he does not preach Molence 

That IS our present demand This is not the time to ask for our independence 
It 18 beyond the power of the British Government to confer it on us by merely 
saying that India is independent India can become independent only if she can 
hold her own when the British go out We must have inherent strength in us to 
resist any fCi-Ugn aggressor We must have the capacity to preserve our indepen- 
dence How can the Biitish people give us independence when tlieir own indepen- 
dence IS at stake ? Our demand is for fieedom of speech, but simply because the 
British people are engaged in a wai for their very existence they canot curtail our 
freedom I have placed before you a concrete proposition When you wage a 
fight, 30 U have to do it for something conciete and tangible 

That is my way of the struggle If ^ou merely say that you are fighting 
for independence, there is no meaning We must take up this clear issue, namely, 
that we are fighting to obtain the right to say what we like — liberty of speech 
In the beginning I thought it was a small matter but I have pondered over it 
and have come to the conclusion that it is an issue of very great importance 
If I can get this thing, I get the key to Swaraj 

I do not want you to pass this resolution to oblige me It must be done 
of your free will It is only then I will have the necessary sanction behind me 
Today, by passing this resolution, you will all become soldiers of an army— an 
aimy of action Everyone should strictly follow the orders of his general 
We-mnst base our fight on non-violence We are going to fight the empire, which 
believes in violence If we give up non-violence and resort to violence, we will perish 
All these years I have been trying to prepare you for this But you are not 
ready This is not my fault However I can only fight with material at my 
disposal The key to mass civil disobedience must be in my hands I know when 
to start mass civil disobedience and I would ask you to leave the matter in my hands 
Of the SIX amendments moved two weie withdrawn by the movers and the 
rest weie voted upon and defeated by an ovei whelming majority The main 
resolution was then voted upon and passed, only seven membeis voting against it 

The Woiking Committee Proceedings 
Bombay — 13th to 17th September, 1940 

A meeting of the Working Committee ■was held at Bombay irom the 13th to 
17th Sept 1910 The members present were Maulana Abiil Kalam Azad (President^ 
Shris Sarojini Naidu, Jawabarlal Nehru, Vallabhbbai Patel, Eajagopalachaiiarl 
Shankerrao Deo, Bhulabhai Desai, Goviud Ballabh Pant, Profulla Chanda Ghosb^ 
Syed Mahmood, Asafah and J B Kiipalani 
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Klnn Abdnl GlnfTir Khan, “'hriB PaUabbi Sit-vTaTOajNn Dr Kban F.abcb, 
narekniBhnn Mchlab and Voijnhxmi Pandit ^^crc prt=cnt bj Bpcml imitation 
Gaiidhiji vttis present tlirou».liout 

Min OTIS 

Tiic I'.Imutcs of the Usl meeting of the Workuij; Comnultcc held at Wurdiia 
on August 18 25, 1910 ^\crc confirmed 

Sat V AO I 

Tlio resolution on ‘^atjn^rahn’ ^TnB bv the Working (VmiiniUrc lo b« 

placed before the A 1 C C (For the tc^t of the resolution ecc prosccdtngs of tbo 
A I C C 

Accounts 

(а) The budget for the year 1971-10 ^TaB pas°ed 

(б) ]tcFol\c lint the additional fstimate for the roofing of Suanj Ilharnn 
Hall amounting to Kr blOd he canctioncd 

9be follouing two rcBolutioiiH uerc passed b> the Commiticc 
Su«iTNRiON ot CiMii Di^onniLNcr 

In Mew of the resolution juRt pa^ced b> the A I C C (guen above) the 
Working Committee calls ui>on nil CongrcFS organnations to htop all Civil 
I)iFohcdicncc individual or other pending definite inslrnclionB from Gandhi)i 
He regards this Buspcnsion as irulippcnsablc for his forthroming interview with H 
L the Viceroy and ns a test of the disuplinc of rcgntcred and i nregtMered 
Congre<Jcincn ^ and all congress minded men and women, and also as a fhorl <our*‘C 
of obedience to law before rccourso to Civil Disobedience phould it bc<onic nccc^^^iry. 

KnttrA ArrAirs • » 

Dr Subbarayan and S)t R K L NandkeoUar, Imprelor, A I C C OH « e, 
arc to inquire into the comjdaints of indiFciplino etc brought ngnunt K V C C 
and of its members, more cspc^iall> the question as to how the raent ban on 
processions ami meetings m that province came to be defied and vvbctbcr Ibc 
defiance was directly or indirectly countenanced bj the Commiltro or its members 
ami the dislurbanccs that look place at the meetings on the lllb insl 9 hey arc 
nlFO to report what action if any should be talcn to ensure diccipbnrd rimning 
of the Congress organisation m the Urovincc 'Jlicj Fhonld report to the Working 
Commiticc within a fortnight from the date hereof 'Jlie otucials of the K 1* O C 
he requested to let Dr Subbaravan and Sjt Nandkeohar have access to the ofiuc 
and records and produce such papers and w 111105*503 ns they maj require and 
afford them nil the necc^'^arv assistance 

ANJUMAN-^WAT^^, QurTTA (H M ucniST \n) 

The Committee considered letters received from the Oflicc of Anjuman i-Watan 
Quetta, Baluchistan Uhe Anjuman-i Watau expressed a desire to be converted 
into a Congrc'^s CommiUcc and afliiiatcd to the Indian Nuional Conerc*^^ 9 ho 
Committee welcomed this doBirc of the Anjuman-i- Watan but decided that for the 
present, in vievr of the Fj'ceial circumstances prevailing in the country, onU friendly 
contacts be established with them (Anjuman-i-Watan) 'Ibc A I C' C Cirailanv 
and bullctifiB may be Rent to tlicm and they be a«kcd to Ecnd fj ccial delegates to 
the annual session of the Congress and the I C 0 meetings 

Local 

At the conference of the Fcerctancs and PrcculcntR of the P C and 
cx-Miinstcrs held on September 17, P40 in Bombay the question was ratFr<| 
to what action phould he taken aeainfit Congre-s momberc or Congress pa^'tics in 
local bodies who fail to carry out the Congress policy with rc*.ard to vrar Jlic 
\\orling Committee decided that the Provincial CongTr««5 Commit^cc^i sho dd, in 
the event of individualR and parties no* carrying out the Congress ih>1ic» nboxii V'^r 
call upon them to resign from Buch bodic® 

KurvL DnnopMnNT Bo'trp*^ 

In the Fame Conference (of Prc*=idrnlR and ’^cerctanrs and cx-Mun^icr^) the 
question ra*^ al«o raided ns to the action to be taken by members of riinl 

development Boatd«i and other miTcd IkkIics comYK)Hd of Coi^rc^^mm and 
Officials, on whom pre^^sure was brought to help in rcaiibing coiUnlniUoi s for war 
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fund etc The Working Committee was of the opinion that those who could not 
follow the Congress policy with regard to war by remaining on these boards 
should resign, ‘ 

Funds Connected with War Effort 

The Woiking Committee decided that no contribution be made by Congressmen 
to any fund whatsoever connected with war 

Volunteers’ Board 

It was decided that in view of the A I C C lesolution and the resolution 
of the Working Committee on the stopping of all civil disobedience, individual or 
other pending Gandhiji’s instructions to the contrary, the Volunteers’ Board sWild 
confine its work to the collecting of material with a view to suggest uniformity of 
rules, drill and uniform etc for the guidance of all volunteer organisations 
throughout India The Board will not issue any instructions to the P. C. Cs in 
connection with the volunteer organisation for the present, 

- Article X G (i) 

Article X G (i) of the Congress Constitution lays down that “Each district 
shall be entitled to elect not more than one delegate for each lac of its population 
provided that for every delegate to be elected, there are not less than 500 primary 
members enrolled during the year ” Interpreting this clause the Working 
Committee laid down that 500 primary members enrolled in a constituency during 
the year, even though not satisfying the condition laid down in Article VII (a) 
can entitle a constituency to send one delegate 

Clause (a) of Article VII lays down No member shall be entitled to exeicise 
hiB vote at any election unless he has been continuously on a Congress register 
for 12 nionths prior to the date of the election and only on production of a 
certificate of membership 


The Working Committee Proceedings 
Wardha — 11th to 13th October 1940 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Wardha from the 11th to 
13th Oct 1940 The membeis present were Maulana Abul Kalara Azad (President), 
Shris Saro]iin Naidii, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajagopalachariar, Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, JamnaHl Baja], Shankerrao Deo, Bhulabhai Desai, Govind 
Ballabh Pant, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, Asafali and J B, Kripalani 

Gandhi]! was present throughout B Pattabhi Sitararaayya, Hareknishna 
Mehtab and T, Piakasnm were present by special invitation' 

Minutes 

The Minutes of the last meeting of the Working Committee held at Bombay 
on September 13-17, 1940 were confirmed 

The following resolutions were passed 

Plan of Campaign 

The Working Committee met at Gandhi]i’s instance and listened to an account 
of his talks with the Viceroy and the plan of campaign m so far as he has been 
able to envisage it The Working Committee approve of what he has done and repeat 
the instructions given to Congressmen and Congress Committees by the A I C 0 
at its last meeting m Bombay that they would give him the fullest co-opeiation 
possible in all he may require or expect them to do 

Waziristan Mission 

The Working Committee have considered the report of Messrs Bhulabhai 
Desai and Asaf Ah The Committee regret that the Government of India have 
prevented them from visiting Wazinstan on a good-will mission from the people 
of India The Committee further regret and are surprised at their being presented 
from visiting even Baunu city which is part of the regularly administered Province 
This action of the Government confirms the impression that the Biitish authorities 
aie not desirous of encouraging or permitting the de^elopment of friendly relations 
between the people of India and the trans-border peoples The Committees ftre 
convinced that the policy so far followed by the Government on the Frontier is 
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•wronj; nnd harmful and has completely failed Ihe jjcojdc of India viH Uidls 
develop fncndlj contraris vith the trans border tnbe^ and thu'' put an end to n 
confhet whidi is harmful to both Whilst nnforiunatdj the nn=-mn Ina b^i i 
unable to reach \Ya7inr»tan and to explore the po<;GibihUc« of r« ndenn^ Finh nd 
in BounI and economic pphcrcs as ^\afi po=‘^iblc, the CornmitUc a^-nre^ the 

Wa/ms nnd the other trans-border tribch that their cdort la ihitj dirtclio i 
avill continue 

Krr KhA 

Ihc Working Committee con*^idcrcd the report prc^'cntcd b\ Pr ‘^nblnro'an 
nnd fchii R K L Kandkcoljar upon the affurs of the Kerala I’roMn lal 

Congress Committee In mciv of the cir( ani«tanecs rn>ortcd, the Vf^rKnu CVnmitlt/' 
appoint— J Hin R K L Nnndkcoljnr, 2 Mm V (io\indan Mi non 

3 bhn G K GoMndan Nair to lake char;_e of the KernI i P C C and tarry 
on the Moil of the proMntc till further luBtrucliouB Ulus Comnultcc of ihrtc skill 
exercise all the function of the Kerala P C C 

Stvths 

A Bid) committee conFistini; of Tawaharlal Kchru, Vallabhbhai Patti, Blujla- 
bhni Dcsai and J R Knpiliui \sas appointed the Workuu; CoxumUtcc ili 

meeting held at Wardha in April ln‘>t to consider the question of the reprr-ent itioa 
of the States^ pcojilc in llic Con^rc^'S or{:ani^ation iiibuie l!ic terms of the pre^mt 
CoubtUnlion and make ncccb'-ar^ rtcommrruiations to the Moilin^ Committri’ 'llic 
Working Committee confcidcrcd the following recommendations of the fcub coinmiUcc 
and a<Ioplcd tiicm 

Ihc general rule to be followed is to ensure, ns far ns po'*rddc that the 
delcgntcb’ scats allotted to a proMiict, on account of the populations nf t!ic Indiau 
btalcft attached to the Pro\incc, hliould be rc«cr\cd for Uio jicoplo of nub 
and Bhoiild not be illollcd to others In the c\cnt of a Bulluicnl number of 

Congre-s incrabcrB not being made m the blalcs concerned or from Ibr e biatc« 
thcfio Beats, or BUcli of them ns mn% be found nccc‘-«ar) will not be lilkd ]^ir 
llic piiri^osc of thiB calculation, htates members of the Congress will be tiibcr thr ‘‘'0 
'who belong to a Congress Committco within the slates, or Ibo^e a bo uhde n’^rdin^ 
in or connected ^^lth the btates concerned, join ns pnmar^ members of a Con^rc^s 
Coinmitlcc 6 tuated in a non state area but adjoining the ^tatc In ordi r to 
dibUnguish the latter class of congress members, a separate rCr^islcr of ^latrs 
members should be kept in the adjoining Con^^rcss Committee Fitunlcd out^^idc the 
confincb of the state 

Keeping the abo\c principle in view, a P C C inn\ allot delegate^ for 
the Stales' peoples' Feat*’, either to a Congress Coinmitlcc where Fuch in a 

btatc or to the adjoining districts adjoining the States j^roMded that Fudi dclc^ itc*'' 
Feats shall only be filled if there arc a Futiicient number of primary members in or 
from the states In no c\cnt will such seals be allotted to ams where there arc 
no Btates' peoples 

Uhe above principle cannot be stnctlv or ca«il% applied to Fmall Ft 110*5 and 
to states areas which arc clobclj interwoven with non M itc tcrnlonc^ Certain 
vanalionB will have to be made in fucIi ease**. othcnviFc thr-c «niall *^tnlc arca^ nn\ 
be completely dicfrancln«^cd nnd ncglcctal 'ihcrcforc in the final allouncnt of f c ps 
biFcd on btates population, this fact has to be borne in mind a^’d irovulcd for 

In accord incc with the general rule laid down above and iccj ing in view ihe 
conBulcralionB mentioned, the P C Cs arc called upon to allot States’ delegates' 
scats in their areas and to send these recommendations to the A I 0 C Oi cc 
for confirmation 


M N Rox ^ Aprc\L 

Coneidcrcd the nppcil of f-hri M >' Roy from tbc dn^iidin-irv n^lwn tiUn 
apwiet him bj tbc Council of tbc U P I’roviiKinl Conirc^ rominfu-' -tml 
retohed tbnt the \\orkinf; Committee full% opprovc of tbc dc<i‘'’o-) nnd the troim's 
on winch it is bnced , but in new of the request of ‘'hri M X Jia^ lotmncd 
in Ins letter to tbc Secret ir\ of the U P P C C dnted Fentember ^r. pj'o 
tbnt be ninj be nliowcil to rc'ipn from the Conerc« thi= Committee ueoron'cnda 
to the Council of tbc U P P C C to nctcpl his rc-vinfon - .. 

CoNHj’i^Ci ot Pi F'lDrvrs Fi c-'rr .riis 
A Conference of the PrcMdciits nmi Sctrctnnc-^ of tl c Provincnl Conerc-s 
Committees nnd Cont.rtss Es-ilinistcrB wis held in Bemoaj on September 17, ib^O, 
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at the instance of the Congress President Mauhna Abul Kalam Azad The 
President in his opening remarks explained the situation as arisiuo- from thp 
resolution passed by the All India Congress Committee on Satva^r^a and the 
assumption of leadership by Gandhiji He enjoined upon all* Congrc'^s and 
Congress Committees strict obedience to the instructions issued bj Gandhiji nnd 
the Working Committee from time to time The Secretaries and Presidents then 
gave a brief account of the state of Congre^^s organisation in their re'^pective 
provinces and then special problems The President and the General Sraetary 
dealt with some of the points raised leaving the rest to be considered by Gandhm 
and the Working Committee^ ^ 

- General Secretary’s Circulars 

Circular No is, Bombay^ 19th Sept ^40 

1 am sending you herewith copies of two resolutions passed by the last meet- 
ings of the all India Congress Committee and the Working Committee, held m 
Bombay Ube A I C C resolution is to be read along with the two resolutions 

passed *by the Working Committee at Wardha August last These resolutions are 

given in the A I C C Bulletin No 4 

You were personally present at the Bombay meeting of the A I C C You 
know that the resolution adopted by that bodj was drafted by Gandhiji He 
delivered two speeches in the A I C C meeting explaining and supporting the 

resolution It can therefore be best understood in the light of these speeches 

reported in all the papers An authoritative version of the speeches will be found 
in the next issue of the Harijan 

The first thing to be noted is that the Bombay resolution puts an end to the 
Delhi resolution of the Working Committee endorsed by the Poona meeting of the 
AI CC *Jt no longer applies’ Ihis has cleared the way for Gandhiji to resume the 
leadership of the Congress 

The next thing is the reaffirmation by the Congress of its basic policy of non- 
violence in spite of any misapprehension that might have been created by any 
preMOus resolution The present resolution lays down that ‘This Committee hrmlv 
believes in the policy and practice of non-violence not only in the struggle for 
Swaraj, but also so far as this may be possible of application m a free India’ 
Translating it in terms of internal and international politics, the resolution declares 
that “a free India will therefore throw all her weight iii favour of world 
disarmament and should herself be prepared to give a lead in this to the world 
Such lead will xnevi*^ably depend upon external factors and internal conditions 
but the State would do its utmost to gnc effect to this policy of disarmament” 

The resolution further describes how the latest offer * of the Congress to 
co-operate honourablj with the British Government in the prosecution of the 
war war rejected It was rejected “m a manner which left no doubt that 
the British Government had no intention to recognize independence and 
would if they could, continue to hold this coiinti-y indefinitely in bondage 

for British exploitation” Proceeding, the resolution says that the recent , 

policy of the Government has further shown that they will not even t operate 
free expression of public opinion in condemnation of their associating 
India in the War against Germany, against the will of the vast body of 

the people of India Expression of free opinion when it is non-violent is the 

very breath of a nation’s life* Submission to the suppression of such free 
opinion would spell rum for the Congress and for the nation Therefore 

in spite of our admiration for the brave resistance of the British people and our 
desire not to embarrass them at this critical juncture, we cannot carry our long 
and self-imposed restraint to the point of national extinction The Congress there- 
fore ‘'must insist on the fullest freedom to pursue its policy ” But this policy 
for the present will not go “beyond uhat is required for the preservation of the 
liberties of the people” 

The present struggle is therefore confined to the issue of the free expression 
oj Indian opinion on the forcible participation of India in the War The issue 
IB restricted but the right of free and non-Molent expression of opinion as Gandhiji 
explained is the basic and essential condition of democratic freedom Histoncally 
too all freedom struggles in the past were waged primarily over the issue of free 
expression of opinion 

Let nobody, opponent or friend, Congressman or non -Congressman, bo deceived 
by the narrowing of the issue or by the restraint of language employed the 
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resolution The narrovfnc^s of i^snc is onl'^ nppnrcnt Tfir rr^lrnint i« chnric^^n'ih'* 
of G'lndhiji’s ptrcn[,tb nnd dctcmiimtion lot iLcrcforc all Coiifrrt*=^incn Ic^'p \ 
for the time ^vhcn the call is |:;ucn l)> Garulhiji , , , t 

One Ihinp; more ^vhich though not mcntionca in the rc-olutio i inu'^* 
remembered b> all Congressmen llus was mentioned b» Cjandhiji in 1 1 " t o 
histone Kpccchcs It is that at the )ircscnt luncUuc, for annous tca^o « %dn»h 
Gandhiji c'cpHincd^ what is contcmpla*cd is individual as distin^ni*-!!?^! fro n 
cnil disobedience *1110 method and manner of its organibaliOii bt fuen bv 
Gandlnji at the proper time We must therefore ^\ait in paticrKC for his mstru^ 
lions But It must not ho forgotten that thiR indn idu d ci il di-obtdic.Kt will 
progrcFM\cl> embrace and include nil actue Congrc'^'^mcn lU urban and 
rural areas , . t 

To create the proper atmo'^pherc for the worl-ing of the A T C C rr-olut on 
the Woriing Coinmittcc passed the second rcKiIution attached hcrcrith a huh 
suspends all cimI diBObcdicnce ‘individual or other pending dtlinilc instn ^ lions 
from Gandhijd 

Both the rcsoIuiionB must be trnnclatrd in the provincial language or langua'-cs 
as the ease ma> be McctiugB arc to be organised to c^pluntothc publu the 
full imphcntioiiB of the resolutions pa^^^cd UhcFC meetings 11111*51 !>c addrc«* 5 i^i |,^ 
select speakers and the speech must be confined to the matter of the t evolutions 
Uhcro should be no all provincial Daas or proccbsions or hart ds In no ewe 
must the c\])lanation of the resolution be made an o-casion to develop inti- 
rccniilmcnt and anti war conlnbulion proj^aganda As Gaiulliip O’^plainol this 
restraint is nctcscarv for the forllu omiUL^ interview bducci him and the \ ii 
He approaches the ilitcrkicvv with his usual oj timism and futh in lunnan i.aMire, 
It beliovcs UB to show the same faith llv doing so we shall lighten the hra \ 
burden that rests upon the Ix?adcr 

liic period of preparation must be utilibcd in intcnsifvmg the coustriutuo 
programme As the Gandhi Tavnnti is near at hand Conjrcsvmou and C'oi trrs- 
organisations must help the A I f^piniitrs’ A^^'Ocialion in its etlort touard^ []\q 
popuiariPation and disj>o*^al of Ivhadi "ihc c'^tent to whuh this is done will he 
n tair indication of our picparcvlnchS for the coming struggle if uufortunUcI^ il is 
imposed upon ub 

Cticular No 19— Allahabad — 15tl Oct VO — 

Q he Constitution requires that for the pnrpo'^c of Congress elo tioiw the 
province be divided into fixed tcrntonal constUiicncirs "Von must have duukd 
>our province last >tar in Ftich constiluciu ics Complaint** ha ing been rcvcivctl 
about the unfair distribution of the delegates Ecat*^ in llic Indian Slatc^^ attached to 
the provinces the ^\o^klng Ounmitlcc appointed a ^ub Committee to loc»l into the 
mailer and make its recommendations 'Ihe Pub Committee h recommendation** 
were placed before the Inst meeting of the Working Commit tec and acccj'ted )«y 
them Ihe rc^ommciidalionB arc sent herewith \ou will ]>lcaso take in hand 
immediately the rearranging of the Indian Plates’ Ecats according to the c 
recommendations 

‘ihe rearranging of the Indian ‘States’ scats may nccc'^sitatc the rchufiling of 
the constituencies throughout the province Y here this is necc-'^ar it ma\ he 
done Also la**t acar complaints were received vhat the dwlT-ihntion of conv*ii 
in several provinces had not been fair ^ou will please therefore if uc^C'^-ara, 
rcdislnbutc the province in fi^ed coTWlunencics and us a roimh nwp 0 ^ aoir 
province mating the ncr coiwtitucncic** llns map aviili the coiwtui cut il*^ marKd 
should be pa«*lcd on the notice hoard m vour oIThc and objcclioas to the a"*rangcmri 
made invited Such ohjcxlions should be forwarded lots with aour c'']dana’tcn 
if ana 

lliiF work of fixing the conptitucncioa mu**! be done as ca^^la as po «5’b!c ana 
the nccc'**5ary report sent to the A I C C Olhcc 

Cirndor No 9>)—AUafalad—jO(h Ocl UO — 

I am sending vou herewith copv of the s»a»cmcnt wet cd ba Gardhiji on U'c 
eve of starting the pTc*5cnt Civil Dwobedicncc Movenenk It i** nc'C*= ar-' that th « 
statement be traiwlatcd in the provincial lnncuac:c^ and dwtnbu^c*! bro'‘d''a‘-^ AW 
Its implicaPons muct be cx] laincal for the guidance of C"'ngrc-*'mcn ^nd the piddic 

A few things on which Gaiulhiji lavs cn pbacw ate to be jancidatl 1 owd 
He wants the onhna’-} cverrdav work of the Conc»'Cv^ to go on 1 cnib 

is 10 bo laid on tbcconstruclTvc programme According to 1 in tlc’^c ie a cIo*=e rrd 

CO 
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organic connection between the constructive programme and the Civil Disobedience 
movement They are the two facets of the one non-violent fiirht He believes that 
those who are faithfully carrying out the constructive programme are not only 
rendering help to Guil Eesistauce but m a way are participating in it No one who 
has not worked the constructive programme including spinning and khadi will be 
regarded as qualified to be a Cnil Kesister The constructne programme must 
therefore be pushed forward with enthusiasm and vigour 

The last date for the enrolment of primary members is approaching Eepoits 
from TTOous provinces show that this time there has been for various reasons, a 
little slackness in the work of enrolling members During the days that rernm 
every effort should be made to increase the congress membership 

The other thing to be specially noted is" that so far as war resistance goes ifc 
is confined to particular individual oi iiidniduals selected by Gaudhiji from time 
to tiipe The rest of the army are not lequired to break the law Ihey ma\ not, 
unless called upon, exercise for the time being their undoubted right to advise 
-the public against direct or indirect participation in the present war effort This 
is the self-restraint that we have to impose upon ourselves for Ihe promssive 
working and the ultimate success of the movement which will have started before 
this letter reaches 5011 This restraint however does not include opposition to illegal 
and forcible participation in the war efiort It is the right, nay the duty of every 
citizen to refuse and adiise refusal of all illegal demands Indeed the Governmeut 
have admitted this right 

You will please keep the head office informed thiongfi peiiodical reports about 
the progress of constiuctive and othei work in voui pioiinte 

I am also sending you herewith a copy of bhri Yinoba Bliave’s statement that 
he^ made on the eie of his offering himself for Satyngraha This also may be 
translated in the Provincial language and distributed 

Cncular Ko — Allahabad — Slst Oct ^40 — 

You know Shri Vinoba commenced Satyagraha on the morning of the 17 th 
by delivering an auti-war speech in the village of Pauuar where he resides Paunar 
about 5 miles from Watdba The meeting was therefore attended not only by 
the villagers, but also the members of the larious national institutions at Wardha 
Among those present were fchris Kishorilal Mashroowala, Jamnalal Baja] and 
Mabadeo Desai 

One of the possibilities opea to the authorities to stop Satyagraha, was to 
declare the meeting at Paunar illegal If this wrs done Gandhqi’s instuctious 
were Shri Vinoba would ask such of the audience as were not prepared to break 
the law and court imprisonment to withdraw from the meeting After their 
withdrawal he would address the prohibited meeting This would naturally turn 
individual into collective civil disobedience For such an emergency Gandhiji bad 
made provision In his first statement he said *Tn spite of all attempt to confine 
Civil Disobedience to individuals and for the moment to one only, they ( the 
Government ) can precipitate a crisis by making it a crime to listen to him ( bhn 
Vinoba ) or read anything written by liim ” 

However neither was the meeting prohibited nor was Sbri Vinoba arrested 
Instead the press throughout India was warned agauist giving publicity to Vinoba’s 
speeches or announcing his activities and programme It is believed that this will 
leave him isolated No reports of his first or his subsequent speeches have, there- 
fore, been reported in the papers The cryptic notices of his activities wired out by 
the news agencies are misleading One such message says that Shn Vinoba 
empfiasised the constructive programme as if that was the mam burden of his 
speeches At Paunar he spoke for full one hour The constructive programme was 
mentioned only at the end Almost the whole of his speech was devoted to the 
theme of non -participation by India in tlie present war He emphasised equally 
the two points of view of the out and out believers in non-violence and those who 
object to this war on the ground that it is an impeiialist uar m which India has 
been dragged without her consent 

I would, therefoie, request you to warn Congressmen and the public against 
drawing any adverse conclusions about the progress of Satyagraha from the reports 
appearing in the dailv press 

Gandhiji is devising ways and means to counter this move of the Government 
It IB hoped that soon it would be possible to send you correct reports of what m 
happening Till then you will advise Congressmen to carry on the usual worK 
of the Congress, emphasising the constructive programme, in^the belief that our 
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Txadcr ttiII leave ro Ftonc unturned to Fpread tbe movement be has umuct rated 
nflcr much praverful Tvaitmt: and ddib'^rntjon 

From Paifnar hhn Vinoba baa been inoMup from Milaec to nlai.c on foot 
addrcrainj:' prcvioush nrranfccd mcelin^rs Olic nutbonlic*^ arc kept into n'cu clout 
bis programme and movements OIjc iato'jt report is that he bu i arre^Ud 

toda> at 4 A M and brought to Wardlin llifi trial begins at 11 AM to<la 

Olic nc\t step m’jH be decided upon Oandbiji eoon lou ma^ karn of it 
before this reaches you 

Gandbi-Viccrov Inlcrvicws ard Corrcspordcnco 

In bis Bpcccbcs at the Bombay meeting of Ibc All India Congress Com nit if 
Gandhiji cvprc‘^^c(l bis intention" of Fccking an intcrvicv. \uth tbe \ if'rroa nth 
n to discu°=ing Ibc situation covered In the rt^oluuon on ^bai a^raha'* 

Gandhiji anotc to the Viceroy on the ISUi Fep n^'ling for an intcnifv*% 'ibc 
Viceroy in Ins rcplv t\prc'=scd bis readinc'^s to meet (landlnji An inlrrMc\ > 
fived for September 27 Ulic interview lasted for three and a linU bour« Hicrc 
was a second intcrMCW on feeptember 0 The outcome of two intcnic\ 
embodied in the following correspondence that passed between Maba*ma Gandhi 
and the Viceroy 

ViciTO\ s LnTER— SiMi 30 x 11 bi rr MO 

I Ibinlw It will be coTucnicnt if I record \cr\ briefly in writing the orVin 
of the tails we have had on the 27th and dOtli bcptcinbor"nnd tlicir outcome 

As >ou will remember, yon iiiotc to me on the ISth ‘^cidcmbcr to ask tint 
I Bhould grant vou an intcr\icw, and vou explained in vour Icltcr that jou were 
nnsiouB to discuss tlic situation cohered b\ the recent resolution of the All India 
Congress Committee not onlv ni vour capacitv as guide of the Congrc*:s but as 
personal friend I was, 1 need not sav, most rcadx to talk things oicr rub vou» 
and we have now had the advantage of two coiuctfations 

In the roursc of lhc‘=c conxcrsalions the Fitualion has been c>:bau=lnd> 
discussed, with \ articular reference to the question of free speech in lime of wa** 
On that matter, while profcs'^ing a ourself most anxious to avoid in nn^ wa\ 
embarrassing Ills Idajcola b Goxcrnmcnl in the prosecution of the war, yon" ni'^dc 
It clear to me that xoii regarded it as c^^cnlial that lie Indian ^ationar Congress 
and other members of the public should be in a jo^^ition to give full C'^pre 
to their vicwB in relation to war effort proxidcd only that si eh cvprc>- ion wa« 
full> non-violent I indicated to xou the naMirc of the special treat n c it la d 
down b\ law in the United Kuvdom for dealing with conscientious objf-c’or^ 
which I ma> broadl> describe as nn arrangcraent under vhicb, w'nlt M e 
conscientious objector is ab'^olvcd from tbe uutv of fightiiq and il allowed even 
to profess hiB faith iii piibliL, he is not icrmit^cd to carrv his opposition to the 
length of endeavouring to persuade other*', rhclbcr SAldicr^ or mtinition worl cr-, 
to abandon their allc,^iancc or to di^^^ontinue their cfiort Ion made it ck r to 
me that you would not rceard treatment of that nature as adequate in the 
conditions of India, and tliat vou regarded it c-^cntial tbit in iiuiia, rhere in 

vour judgment conditions were" vhollj oifilrcnt from tbo'^c cvi^-Mng in Great 
Britain, the Indian objector either to all war as such, or to the part’d] of 
India in the present v ar, should be untrimmcllcd in the cvprc‘“‘^ion of his views 
It emerged further from our convcr^-atiou that while vou would no. vour*^df pic-ch 
to workers engaged on war v^ork at the nclu'’! work«, in tl c cndca.our there to 
dis‘?imdc them from working on war equipment, vou vould regard it i Ui-l 

that It should be open to Congrcs*imcn and non Congrc''=mcn alike to ddi cr 
nddrcE«^cs and oMierwisc to call ujon ] cOido throughout tbe co inlrv to refrain 
from n*-cFling India’s war effort in nn> way which would in.ofvc Incias 
participation m b^ooJ^hed 

1 h'^tened with the utmost care and attention to your argument, end o^r 
examination of the siluaMon has been full and close- I “felt bound, boa ever, in 
the outcome to make it clcir to you tlmt n'^tion cuch ss vou su^gett 
certain!) amount not onlv to the inhilnPon of Indian war aflort bit ♦o Irat 
cmbaTTa«:smcnt of Great Br»lain in the trc-ecution of the war wliKh Congic^^s 

slate that Vhev arc .anxiouc to nvoui , and tl would ckarlv i Ov be |^-^iblc in 
the intcrc‘^ts of India hcr*^cU more lunuulailv at ib*s rre-^^ entaal jui etnre 
in the war, to a^vunc'^cc in the interference wiih war cForl whifh would be 
uuvolvcd in freedom of sjMLCoh so wide ns that for which )oa bad a led 
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Gandhiji’s Repl-y 
I have your lettei of even date 

It faiily sets foith the Congress position as I placed it before you It is a 
jnattei of deep regiet to me that the Government have not been able to appreciate 
the Congress position, meant 3 ust to satisfy the baie lequirernents of the people 
^>hether Congressmen or otheis, who felt a conscientious objection to helping a 
war to which they weie nevei invited and which they regard, so fai as they are 
concerned, as one for saving the imperialism of which India is the greatest victim 
Then objection is ] list ns conscientious as mine as a war resister I cannot claim 
greatei fieedom foi my conscience than for that of those I have named 

As I made it plain in the course of our tnlks, the Congress is as much 
opposed to victoiy for Nazism as any Biitishei can be But then objection cannot 
be carried to the extent of their participation in the war And since you and the 
Secietary of State for India have declared that the whole of India is voluntarily 
helping the war effort, it becomes necessary to make clear that the vast majority 
of the people of India are not interested m it Ihey make no distinction between 
Nazism and the double autociacy that rules India Had His Majesty’s Government 
recognised the freedom required in the special condition of India, they would 
have justified the claim that they weie leceiving from India only such effort as 
they could voluntaiiiy The war party and the no- war party would have 
been placed on an equal footing so fax as each worked fully non-violeutly 

As to the last paiagraph of your letter, I wish to remind you that it was 
nevei contemplated to cairy non-embarrassment to the point of self-extinction or, 
in other ^^oids stopping all national activities which were designed to make India 
peace-minded and show that India’s paiticipation could not benefit anyone, not 
excluding Gieat Biitaiii Indeed, I hold that if India were left free to make her 
choice, which fieedom of speech implied, India would piobably have turned the 
scales in favour of Britain and true liberty by the moral prestige which Britain 
would have then gained 

I must, theiefoie, repeat that the Congress does still want to refrain from 
embaiiassiug the British Government m then wai effort But it is impossible for 
the Congress to make of the policy a fetish by denying its creed at this critical 
period m the history of mankind If the Congress had to die, it should do so 
in the act of proclaiming its faith It is unfortunate that we have not been able 
to ariive at an agieement on the single issue of freedom of speech But I shall 
hug the hope that it will be possible for the Government to woik out their policy 
in the spuit of the Congress position 

I should like to touch upon the other points I raised in our talks But for 
fear of burdening this leply, 1 refiain I shall hope to make a public statement 
on them as eaily as I can 

In conclusion let me thank you publiclv for the great courtesy and patience 
with which 30 U listened to my very long statement and argument And though 
our ways seem to diverge for the moment our peisonal fiiendship will as you 
have kindly said at the time of saying farewell, bear the strain of divergence 
As arranged, I am handing our correspondence to the piess for publication 

Gandhiji’s Statements— 1st —2nd Oct ’40 
Mahatma Gandhi issued the following statements 

Satyagrahis will not be impatient with me and argue with me or with 
themselves and say ‘When will you give the woid ? You have had your interview 
with the Viceroy You have got what many of us had told you would get’ 
telling me this or that matteied little The attempt was worth making I 
told you that even if I did not get what I wanted fiom the Viceroy I would bring 
fiom Simla added strength foi myself Who knows that to have added strength 
IS not better than weak success ? But my wisdom will be tested by the manner 
m which I use the stiength , 

The Maulana Sabeb has called the Working Committee for the eleventh 
instant I hope I shall be ready then with m;^ plan of action But whatevci it is, 
it will be good only if it carried with it the united will of all Congressmen u not 
the whole nation Then the visible action even of one man will be enough for the 
pnipose intended Meanwhile please remember that theie is to be no crvu 
disobedience, diiect or indirect Any breach of tins will weaken- the cause because 
it will unnerve your general who is susceptible to the slightest indiscipline* -n* 
geneial in action has no strength but what is giien to him by his people, 
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GA^'DH 1 JI’S STATEMENTS 

2;n STATrMTNT— 3rD Oct MQ 

It jB my firm conviction lint Bntnli Ftnlr^mcn ln*'C hi]c<l to Oo ll r^li* 
thing \^hcn it ^vaB cn^v to do it 3 f Indn if rholl% in fa our of piMnintion m 
the v"ir, Ihc} could ln\c dnrc^ftrdtd an ho^^lilc ] roj n andn lU t the 

determination to gog free cx]>rc ‘'ion of ojinion i^roMdrd it not in the 

tninlcd with Molcnce, elrnttcrs Bnlnuda claim that India a partui} \t'o i n voluntar\ 
IJftd the Congress propo al been accepted F^ich nid n*- I’ntain uould la^o got 
from Indm would hn^c been an of inc'ilimablc a nine llic ijou-violcnt farl,^ 
would have pla^cd an cffcclnc part for honourable jicncc when the pro|K:r tunc for 
it waB in Bight, as it muFt become da^ 

I ha\c been shoivn ibc ^limes’ comment on the breach I a^ tie 
compliment about m} rrcourcifulnc*;^ But great rs I hclicic it to I c I own that 
it has ilB hmitalionp There nui‘^t he \Yilhngnc‘'B on the other ^ulc I rCt-ret to 
haYC to Fa> I wholly mi<=*'Ld it at tlu intrniCA 31 c Vucro» was all tourtr^ 
but lie was unbending and bchc\ rd in the correctness of iu< jiuEmtnt and a"** 
usual hnd no faith in that of nationalist Indm 3 hc Britisher is 
cxtraordinarj bra\cr> on the batUo field m a marveUous maniic’* But he la^h^ 
braYCiy to lake neks in the moral domain I often wonder whether the latter has 
any place in the British politics. 

3rn Stvttmi .t— oin Oct MO 

In the correspondence between II E the Victory and mvcclf annonnrini: the 
breakdown in the talks, 1 ha\c said in m> letter that 1 would make a publu Ft ate 
ment coYenng matters not referred to in m3 letter 

Before 1 do Fo I Ihinl it is nctc-^arY for m\ purpo'^c to ta% a few word** 
regarding I^ord Linlithgow He is straight in his tall and alwaYs debb^'ratc and 
economical in his language He is ncYcr cqunotal, nc\er IcaYC'^ \ou in doubt as to 
lu8 meaning He convcYS tlic most unpalatable dc<ii:ious nth a calmncs'' nn(l 
courtes} which for the moment nni 0 aou think that you In\c heard no Inrfh or 
hard decision He li'^lcns to ^ou^ argument with a patience and attei'ion 1 hate 
ncicr known anj other Viccro> of high functionarY to show in an equal mca'.nrc 
He IS ncYcr rutMcd and ncicr di'^couricoim 

M Uh all tins however, he is not to be ca*!!!} move I from his ro-itinn lie 
meets 3 on with bis dcci'=ion on the mailer under dibni'^cion already made He talcs 
care not to let 3011 think that it is so But there is no doubt ’about it that his 
decision is unchangeable lie is not rcceplnc He has nma7ing confidence in the 
correctness of hia pulgment He docs not believe in a gciulcnnu f or son edict 
agreement I hue alwaY*^ felt that after the Gandhi Irwin pact, Bnli'^h mtraps 
decided that there should be no more pacts \Miatcvcr thc3 wanted to do, tlir^ 
Bliould do indcpcndcnth It shows either a huh fcufc of justice or boundless <=f‘lf- 
nK'^urance I think it is the latter He and I have become friends iicicr to be 
parted, be the diflcrcnccs between ns as great as thcY can be 

IJolding euch an opinion about the ViccroN it pains me to have to relate r]ja< 
I mimt of m3 impression of the talks whicli ha\e ended in a divergence which, m 
ma opinion was wholly aYoidablc Acceptance of ni3 ^iropo^al would ha\c been no 
Ic'^s bencfitial to England than to India 

1 went to Simla in the capa^.U3 of a rcprc'^cn'aluc and a« a friend As a 
friend, 1 prc'-cntcd him wiUi m3 doubts as to certain nets of tl c l>nti**h Govern- 
ment 3 o ha\c them diccoUcd was ncccs^^ar to enable me to determine m3 mnUal 
atlUndc which to me is more than an\ vi‘iible act I felt that the pulling up i>3 
the Vitcroa and the then Feerctary of btatc of want of agreement hv the Corurc^ 
with tlie pniHC*^, the Muslim I>caguc and c^cn the scheduled cla*^ cs a*^ a harre** 
to the Briiish rcco>,nilton of India a right to freedom was 010^0 than unjust to tlic 
Congress and the Indian people 

1 told the Viccro3 Ih'-t thece three represented clac=! or communal intc^c^tc 
whereas the Congress rcprc*^cntcd no ] articular It was a purth pat oral 

organisation strning to represent India as a whole And Ihcrt^o^'c, the Guvre-s 
had alwa%B maintained that it would abide h\ the verdut of a na’io nbh 

elected on the basis of the broadest franchise It had further declared its intru^’nu 
to abide bv the vote of the separate electorate *=0 fa- as Fi-e lal 'd iclmi 

rights were concerned llicrcforc u was wrong to epeak as if 'Iu*-Iim 
epccnl c'^fc-gnards as again»^l the Guiltc^'^ 3 he *=amc thi i ^ apjduNl ta the 

3 he rnncc‘5 of the present daa wc*'e n creation of the EnP^^li (yo crnn,cnt *0 
subserte the Bntith intcrc::! At against the pica tual the British were bo^nd h 
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special treaty obligations I contended that the Congress did not ask the Bntieh 
Government to disregard them Only they could not be used to bar Indian pro^^ress 
and it was wholly wrong to expect the Congress to produce an agreement with 
them The princes were not like other parties free to conclude any agreement with 
the Congress even if they wished Moreoier the treaties, if they oblige the British 
Government to protect tae princes, equally compel them to protect the rights of the 
people But it has been abundantly proved that the British had rarely interfered 
with the princes purely on behalf of the people If they had been as careful of the 
peoples' rights, as they were bound by treaties to be, the peoples’ condition would 
not have been as miserable as it is today Had they been true to the treaties of 
their own making, the people of the States in India should be more advanced than 
those of Bntish India I cited some telling illustration of this neglect of duty 

The introduction of the scheduled classes in the controversy has made the 
unreality of the case of the British Government doubly unreal They know that 
these are the special care of the Congress and that the Congress is infinitely more 
capable of guiding tbeir interests than the British Government Moreover the 
scheduled classes are divided into as many castes as the caste Hindu society No 
single schedule class member could possibly and truthfully represent the 
innumerable castes among them 

I had sought the interview with the Viceroy to see if my interpretation of the 
British argument had any flaw I failed to get any satisfaction on the points raised 
The Viceroy would not be drawn into a discussion I can have no grievance about 
this disinclination to enter into any argument He had every right to rely upon 
the fact that was a matter of high policy not admitting of argument 

There is a certain cold reserve about the British official world which gives 
them their strength and isolation from surroundings and facts They do not 
want to be too frank They politely refuse to enter into an embarrassing argument 
They leave you to draw what in infeiences you like while they continue to maintain 
their inflexible attitude I suppose that is what is meant by the steel frame For 
me this side of the British policy has been the least attractive I had hoped against 
the warning of friends that I must be able to break thiough this steel wall of 
reserve and get at the naked truth But the imperialist Britisher is firmly fixed 
in his saddle Nevertheless I v^ill not accept defeat 

I must strive to have the truth admitted by the Biitish people that the bar 
to India’s freedom lies not in the Congress oi any other paitj’s inability to produce 
an agieeraent which is in its nature impossible, but that it undoubtedly lies m the 
British disinclination to do the obviously right thing 

The unreality of the Biitisli reasons for refusal to treat India as a free country 
was not my only grouse I diew the Viceroy’s attention to certain irregularities 
in the prosecution of the war policy 

Tneie was agreement between us that there should be no compulsion as to 
war contribution. He has promised to examine all cases of hardship and all other 
difficulties 

My purpose was to leave no ground for mrsunderstanding and to fight, if there 
was to be a fight, only on well-defined issues and without bitterness I want to 
enter upon the fight with the hope that its very fairness will compel the recognition 
that India deserves better treatment, not merely from the British bat from all the 
nations on the earth 

Lest it might be said that the Congress fights because it has failed to get 
power, I told his Excellency the Viceroy in the plainest words possible that the 
Congress had no desire to mount to power at the expense of a sigle national 
interest It seeks no power save for the whole nation 

He will therefore, have no opposition from the Congress if he forms a cabinet 
composed of representatives of different parties The Congress would be content to 
be in opposition so far as the war effort is concerned and so long as the 
Government machinery has to subserve impeiialist ends 

The immediate issue is not independence The immediate issue is the right to 
exist, that is, the light of self-expression which, broadly put, means free speech 
Ibis the Congress wants not merely for itself but for all, the only restraint being 
complete observance of non-violence I hold that the condition answers all the 
difficulties by whomsoever raised 

4th Statement ^ 

I have had three days’ discussion with the Woiking Committee During it, 

I unfolded my plan of civil disobedience in so fai^as I was able to -“envisage it. 



--5 ocrr ^10 ] OA^^D^IJ^S iTCMF N'TS r>l 

Althoti"h 1 hare foIc dmjrc of thp campaign, I co .!<! no* thui^ o inq Iho 
step ^vuhout con'^nltaMoii ■^vuli the me ^brr<? of o n^'kin:: Commitlct. 1 m 

non-%iolcnt a^’lion one ha*? to carr\ the co vrorl '‘r- ri*h o t> thro *h i* ^ nind 
and the heart Ihcre is no other rn\ to enfo’^^e th** ijhno o- o > ’ fn t > 

inctnictionfi 1 mti^t admit tint it was not ]>hm Fad n^ fo’‘ nif* li rre* w 
fitubborn di««cnt from two member? 1 lnc<l hard to <on i tio ; to them bit I 
fear 1 failrd 'ihc> aiill, bore cr, yield to obed ‘•nre co fa^ a- i is po nbb' fo*- - t> hr 
the Fake of dt“ iphnc dhe difTtrcncc of opinio i Foldr (eat*'^ 1 roand e tpi^’nin 
of cull di=ohcdicrmc and tl e rcs^ruhoas with vl m i it -i hr ’ e * 

I disdo-c this part of the di«ca*==ion to sho^ tl^^’t n plan wil! fall *^1 or* of 
the erpcdations of tho'^c whom Urn dis enters re recent I would ‘^rnipK to 

them \\ait patiently and fcc what 1 apj ens Carr* o^'t in-tnirhiu « to tlm 1 r*-* 
of ^ou^ fdnhl> Do tiVdnne; to thwart tar plan If -vour rra‘-oi tl > U a,aii«* 
it you will 6cr\c the cause l)> Fcrcdin^ and cdi oalin^ the ]>ro,l^ aloi^ }oar own 
line- Tint \,ould be Btrai^ht, bra c and Etimnlatin^^ in that llm ]‘^opU' \ ill h a»*n 
to app»'ai£r> the %alnc of diflcrent method^ You nil ran^* coafn-mi b | rca bin ^ 
from the ConjrrcFS platform anMhing coatrart to the ohioial fro^rmiar r-jH rH\ 
when th^ whole o’*^ani«ation become:? like an arn^ It matlrrs bttt-' Aluihrr 
one person offerF ci\il diFobcdiencc or many The rest ha c to rrndcr Fiuh fuppg-t 
as they ma^» be called u| on to do 

Ihc plan IS simply thio Dirc-t action will be comnienrcl b^ Fn \ inoha I'haiC 
and for the time bcinjr confined to him oih And sumo it is to be connnr»l to 
indiMdual civil di-ohcdicncc and that too of Inm onU, it will lie condnMr 1 h\ 
him ns to exclude oMicrs dire ih or indircclh Ihit fiikc it i- cnitcnn I with 
freedom of speech, the public will be uuoUed to an extent It open to tl un 
either to listen to Inm or no^ ihit much will depend uy^n wha the (lO rrn.mnt 
wish to do In Eyntc of all nt*cmp* to confine ci\i! th^'Ohedmnco to ruhudi aK 
and for the moment to one onh thca can yire iy>itate n cn‘'’s b'^ iniki t a trun*' 
to listen to him or read an^ thin^, written i»a inm fhiL I think and iiehr e that 
they do not wrnt to inMtc nn% trouble though the} hold thcinfchcs in '^c dinc"*’ to 
coyio t.ith every trouble that maa fa< c them 

I ha\c di6cuF*:cd with fchn \ luoba \anous plans fo as to a\oul all nnnc''r-'’ar> 
friction or nsis I he idea is to maVc all actio i as F^rictl) non \inlcnt a* 
humanly possible One man’s \iolcncc, veiled or ojicu canno* lo br‘\ond a certain 
limit but within that limit It would bo cncciuo One man’s no i Moicnt naion 
would be dcspi*=cd and ridiculed by the non-bcllC^cr in it In tiuth while the 
effect of a p,ucn Molcnt action can be reduced to mathcmatif al tornia, that of 
nou-Molcnt action defies all calculation and 1ms been known to fal‘-if% nianv ‘hat 
ha\c been hazarded How far I Elinll be able to present an cxam]»lc of un iultcra- 
Icd non-Molcncc remains lo be Ff'cn 

Who IS Vinoba Bha^c and why has he been Eclcctcd ? 

He IB an under-graduate lia\ing left college after my return lo India in 
He 16 a SanFknt Echolar He joined the Ashram almO'^t at it*- inccpiion He wa« 
among the fir«t members In onlcr to bci*er qualif> himself he xooVt one •'catb 
lca\c to prosc^-Utc further Eludien in FanElnt Vnd pracw< ally at t'm «amc lour 
at which he had left the Ashram a vear before, he ralkcfl into it witho U noi cc 
I had forgotten (bat he was due to ar^^o that day He has talcn ] ''tl in c-^crv 
xncnial acliMlN of the Ashram from Eca^cnping * lo cooling Ihoucb Ic ha- a 
marvellous mcmor^ and is a Etudent by nature he has dcvoWl tie la^'^rc" ^ 
of hi5 time lo spinning in which he ha’'=; Fy>cciali=cd as vc-v few have He l>Mic ts 
in unucrsal spinning being the central activitv which rill remove the lu 

llic villages and put life into Ihcir deadne-^^ Bcin*. a d'u^n lca''hrr, he *l^ei 

of the iitmo’^t a*^sislancc lo Asha Devi in her development of the «^cl c >c 
tion Ihroivh handicrafts 

fchn Vinoba liaF produced a lest book taking «:pmimig rs the 1 andwr^ft 
It IS oriLinal in conception He ha« made s-'oTcrs rcali'^ il at sunn » the 

handicraft par excellence which lends i*=cU to 1 ^ine: cJt t vely t fo- 
ctiucation Helms rcvolutiom=r4 lakh Eyniininj and drawn* oi t 11= 1 i*bcrl^ 
unknown possibilities Tor perhet Epinning p’*obaMv 1 e la- no n al in all 
India 

He has aboli*^hod every trace of iintouclnbilpv from 1 is I He b»'hc'*f's 

in communal unity with t* c fane pa‘=*^iOa Oat I ba-c la onir^ to 1 Or 

bc«t mmd of Hlam he gavq o c vea’' lo tl c sh dv of the r-n uv tl c 
He therefore learnt Arabic He fcurd il c s^ndvVo arv fjr n L.r- 

contact with Uic Mushms Uvij}^ in hi. cc’ghboarL.xd * ^ " 
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He has an army of disciples and woikers Ayho ^vould rise to any sacrifice 
at his biddini; He is responsible foi pioducmg a young- man who has dedicated 
himself to the service of lepeis 1 hough an utter stranger to medicine this 
worker has by smgulai devotion mistered the method of treatment of lepers and 
19 now running se\eial clinics foi their care Hundreds owe their cure to his 

labours He has now published a hand book in Marathi for the tieatment of 

lepers Vinoba was for 3 ears the director of the Mahila Ashram in Wardha 
His devotion to the cause of Daudianaiayan took him first to a villacre near 

Wardha and now he has gone still further and lives in Paunar, five miles from 

Wardha from wheie he has established contact with villagers through the disciples 
he has trained ^ 

He believes m the necessity of the political independence of India He is 
an accurate student of History But he believes that real independence of the 
viilageis is impossible without the constructive progarrame of which ‘khadi’ is the 
centre He believes that ‘Gbarkha^ is the most suitable outward symbol of 
non-Molence which has become an integral part of his life He has taken an 
active pait in the previous t-atyagiaha campaigns He has never been in the 
limelight on the political platform With many co-workers, he believes that silent 
constructive work with civil disobedience in the background is far moie effective 
than the already heavily crowded political platform And he thoroughly behe\es 
that non-violent resistance is impossible without a heait-belief in and practice of 
constructive work 

Vinoba is an out and out war resibter But he respects equally with his 
own the conscience of those who whilst not being out and out war lesisters have 
aefc strong conscientious objection to participation in the present war Though 
Vinoba repiesents both the types, I may want to select another who will represent 
only one type, namely, conscientious objection to participation in the present war 

It was necessary to introduce Vinoba at length to the punlic in order to 
justify my choice This will perhaps be the last civil disobedience struggle which 
I shall have conducted Natiually I would want it to be as flawless as it can 
be Moreover, the Congress has declared that it will avoid all a\oidable 
embanassment to the Government consistently with its own existence For that 
reason too, I had to strive to produce the highest quality irrespective of quantity 

But Vinoba must fail as I must if we do not lepresent the Congress, let 
alone the whole nation And we shall certainly not represent either if they do 
not give us full-hearted co-opeiation which is ceaseless prosecution of the construc- 
tive programme It is not vocal co-operation that is required It is co operation 
in work that is needed The signs of such co-operation will be phenomenal 
progress in spinning, complete disappeiance of untouchability and increasing sense 
of justice in every walk of life Unless rock bottom justice and e:iuitY pervade 
society, surely there is no nou-violent atmosphere Above all, there should be no 
civil disobedience but what is sanctioned by me This is a peremptory obligation 
binding on every Congressman If it is disregarded, there is no co-operation 

The represeutative character belonging to Vinoba and me is then challenged 
and I can say with confidence that if the full-hearted co-operatiou I want is 
forthcoming, not only will the issue of freedom of speech be decided in our 
favour but. we shall have gone very near independence Let those who will, take 
me at my word They will have lost nothing and will find that they had 
had contributed greatly to the movement of fieedom through truthful aud 
non-violent means 

Let me repeat the issue On the surface it is incredibly narrow— the right 
to preach against war as war or participation in the present war Both are matters 
of conscience foi those who hold either view Both are substantial rights Their 
exercise can do no harm to the British if their pie tension that to all intents and 
purposes India is an independent country is at all true If India is very much a 
dependency in fact, as it is m law, whatever the British get from India can 
never be regarded as voluntary, it must be regarded as impressed This battle 
of life and death cannot be won by impressed levies however large They may 
win if they have the moral backing of an India truly regarded as free 

Non-violent Congress cannot wish ill to Biitain Nor can it help her through 
arms, since it seeks to gam her own freedom, not through arms but through un- 
adulterated non-violence And the Congress vanishes if, at the crucial moment,, 
it suppresses itself for fear of consequences 01 otherwise by ceasing to preach non- 
violence through non-violent means So when we probe the issue deep- enough^ 
we discover that it is a matter of life and death for us. If we, vindicate ^ iMt 
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np^ht nil IB v’cll ^Tilli ii« If v,o do not, oil ib lost ViC cnnno^ U'f’n ttiu Pwnrni 
throiij:h non-tiolcnt mcnns 

] InoTV thnt Indin Ins no^ one mind There i5 n prl of Irdn Ihnt n rnr 
minded nnd \ ill Icnrn the art of vnr Ihroti^h Inlpinix the Ilntu'i The Cjn rc'^s 
Las no dc-'irc tlierrfore to Burround nmnniniljon fn( or h''rnf'lB n id ]>r< enl 
peojde from doin^ ^,hnt tlif\ hi e V»c ^Tnnt to tell the piplc of Indit tint it 
they vill ^Mn S^.nraj lhrout.h no i Moicnt means, ih»'^ maj not to imlmnl, 

^>ith llntain in th( pro^’-^r ulion of the ^var 

This rip:ht of preathinj; atauist )'artKi|ntion in the ^var n hemp dr nM to ub 
mid ha\c to fipht npamst the denial Therefore ^vhllc that ripht rill In e^er-'netl 
onI> b\ tho«e rhom I may fclcft for the purple all the other a< aMlie of the 
Conpreas \mII continue ns before unless the Go ernraent interfere ri'h them 

A qiirsUon has been n'^ked wha if I attach fo much impor'ancc to quahta, 
I do not Oder uvil rccistnnco mjFcIf I have aircada sod that uuldcnson prcuoas 
Decisions 1 do not wi^li to do so for the aery pood reason that impn^'mircnt 
IB hVely to cauFC prcalrr embarrn^^cment to the nuthonUcs than nnalhinp d tl n 
Conprc‘-s can <lo I avnnt nlso to remain outride to cope aaith nna contin, rnra 
ifiat mna nri'^c Ma pomp to ]ail m la he intcrprctrd ns n penerd inaitntioi to cH 
Conpre^'^mtn to follow Buit Thca will not easii> dislmpuisli hetwesn ma n* t nnd 
Fpccdi I iBtla I do not know how thinps a ill hhnj c 1 m^Fclf do not know the 
lie'll Blej) 1 do not know the Goa ern merit plan 1 nm n mnn of faith Mj 
rcliniuc IS Folcla on GckI One file]) is cnoupli for me The next He will make 
cknr to me aahen the time for it comes And aaho knoias that I ‘^Inll not be an 
inBtrnmcnt for brinpinp about peace nut onI> between IJnlam nnd Indm but nl '‘0 
lictwccii the aa arnnp nations of llic earth I Ins I\«l aaisli avill no^ be taken for 
annit) b> Iboso avlio bclicac that m> faith is not a sham but a reality p»‘c'\tcr than 
the fact that I nm penning thc'=c lines 


Am -IS, iMrri'^ON'irNT'^ and Branrni:^ iTr 

The follotrtng arc so 7 iic of ihc roecs of arrtsfs, rent trfton*?, infer r 
cx(t)nmcnte, fcarc/iC5, ooggtng ordtrs^ and the U! l coir p led fro n t! e lUni^ p^<^5 

Jn the Un\tcd Pro it arcs 

LueJnou Aug i?9 — \]it Kumar Gho‘=li and H K Dull luiac been arrested 
under the defence of India Itnlcs 

Dtohand^ Ann £9 — Thokur Mukand Binch Vnid, has hern arrested under 
the Defence of India Act Ktdc for an allcpcu objectionable Fpcctdi 

Goraf hpur Ann SIO — Ram Fra^-ad Acting Secretary of the Goralhpur Dist 
Congress Committee has been arrested under the Defence of India Rules for dclncr- 
inp an alleged objectionable Fpcctb 

AllaJ abad Ann e:? —Mohammad Zakana arrested Fomotnuo back under the 
Defence of India Fades died on August 23 at the Cohiu IJosjutal where he r^'s 
operated upon for appendicitis 

Caunporc, Ann "^0 — Ham ^ingh, Captain of the Citv Congress Volunteer 
Corps, was arre^^ted at Tdak Hall for breach of the Go^crnmcnt o’^dcr issued 
under Kiilcs hS of the defence of India Pules 

Para Ban! i —Ram Gopal ‘=^ashd, Jai Narain Bnvastava nnd Jtigul Kishorc 
were Fcntcnccd to eix months’ ngorouB imprisonment, each under the Defence of 
India Rules 

Lakh mpiir —Ram Autar Bharma has been sentenced to IT mon** s' rcorous 
imprisonment under the Defence of India Rules Jumna Pra^^^d nnd Mannali I al 
liaNC been arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

Moradalad — Girish Behan Mathur was nrrcs’cd on August 28 under the 
Defence India Rules 

Sahararp r — Ajit Prasad Jam, ML \ was arrested on Auoist 27 in the 
court compound under a warrant iss'^ed undc^ the Defence of India let 

Ar^a — ^lar'^m and Dip Chand of vdlnpc CLulhnMion who were tl arprcT 
with alleged distribution of a leatlc* containing the rc<olv aon of the executive 
council of the U P C C defining the aliiUidc of Congrcscuirn vis a \is the 
involnnlarv tollcctini of \K^t fund--, wc^c scrd^ncel to FiS n cntl s ri.oronb 
imprieonnicnt each h\ the rub divisional magistrate of Rtm'idpur 

c . '''“g/n f'rl A*’ C*" -Uin’iotn lire been interned nederr 

Hcclio 1 IL’fl of Pcfcncc of Ind'n Padc’ in the Xn ni 1 at jad 

.U.aJahad '1 Inpd *h IV'-d .\e‘" Carp Drcctor of tie Qi ami 

Seen Dal Inttruc’r'rs 'Injninr C-’nip ard Ham Duhre ttc-c me-sted nnder £c'*.on 
CO ' - 
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58 of the Defence of India Eules Pandit Keshava Dev Malvna, Secretary of the 
U P Congress Committee and the Camp Director of “the Quami Seva Dal 
Instructors’ Training Camp vras arrested later at his residence on the same charn-e 
LucItwiv, Sept 1 — Charan Singh was arrested under the Defence'' of 
India Act 

Banda * — Chanda Bhooshan Singh Chaudhary, General Secretary of the 
District Satyagraha Committee of Banda was arrested under the Defence of 
India Act 

Benares^ Sept 5 • — ^Eamesh Chandra Sinha was arrested 
Almora — Han Dat Kandpal, the Secretary of the District Congress 
Committee, Sardar Mohan Singh and Bhudar Singh and Ishwan Dutt have been 
arrested at Eanikhet for wearing uniform and drilling under Section 58 of the 
Defence of India Act 

AUahahad —Shiva Balak Earn Dwedi, Gubardhan Singh, Oni Prakash, 
Hanuman Prasad Misra and Eallo Singh of the Qaumi Seva Dal Instructors’ 
Camp were arrested under the Defence of India Eules 

Basil — Hiralal, Uska Sagar Jhenno Earn Hanjau and Jagdish Prasad were 
arrested under the Defence of India Act 

Bclira Diin^ Sep 4 — Somendra Mohan Mukerji has been arrested under the 
Defence of India Act 

-rIZmora , — Krishna Chandra Joshi has been arrested under the Defence of 
India Act for an alleged objectionable speech which he delivered at Lohaghat, 
district Almora 

Jhansi — Nityanand, Secretary of the Jhansi District Congress Committee 
died in Jail as a result of illness 

Bhoioah, 9-9-40 . — Motiram Piudey has been served with a notice by the 
Bub-divisional magistrate of Nairn lal, to show cause why action should not be 
taken against hiuT under Section 38 of Defence of India Rules, for the speeches, 
alleged to have been delivered by him in public meetings 

Mirzapiir, 9-9-40 — Ram Autar and Manikchand Vishwakarma, of Benares 
were arrested under the Defence of India Eules 

The local police searched the houses of Eajachandra Agrawal and Cbandnka 
Prasad Snvastava 

Bareilly, Sept 8 — A boy of 15 was sentenced to ten stripes under Section 
34(d) of Defence of India Rules 

It 18 reported that the District Magistrate himself administered the stripes to 
the young boy. 

Catonpore^ 10 9-40 —Ten volunteers were arrested under Rule 58 of the 
Defence of India Act 

Caicnpore^ 10-9-40 — ^Thakur Nahar Singh was arrested under Section 33 of 
the Defence of India Eules 

Earn Dularey, Joint Secretary of the Dis<^rict Congress Committee has been 
arrested at his residence, Bampore, for deliiering an alleged objectionable speech 
Eameshwar Dayal has been arrested under Section 56 of the Defence of 
India Act 

Lakhimpur, 40-9 40 — Oadh Behariial and two others have been arrested under 
under the Defence of India Act 

- Banda^ 10-9-40 — Chandra Bhushan Singh Choudhry was arrested under 
the Defence of India Act for delivering alleged offensive speech on the arrest of 
Pandit Paliwal 

Azamgarh^ 10-9-40 — Eaghunath Eai Sharma and Uma Shankar Misra have 
been arrested under the Defence of India Eules 

Bitland^hakar, 11-9-40 — Saligram, Nidhi Lal Garg and Tikha Singh have 
been arrested under the Defence of India Eules 

Meerut — ^The City Magistrate convicted Abdul Aziz a young boy under the 
Defence of India Act and sentenced him to one year’s rigorous imprisonment for 
pasting anti'War leaflets on walls 

Mirzapur^ tS-9-40 — Brijbhushan Misra, the editor, printer and publisher of 
a local Hindi weekly, Sramxasi was arrested on September 4 under the Defence 
of India Eules for an alleged objectionable editorial published m the issue of May 
13 and for an alleged objectionable speech delivered by him 

Caicnpore, ls-9-40 — Pandit Baikrishna*Sharmay General Secretary of^ H P 
C C was sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment under Section 33 (5) of the 
JDefence of India Eules 

Cawnpore, 15 9-40 —Seven Congress Quami Sevadal “Volunteers were arrestea ^ 
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tinder Pule ^>3 of the Defence of India Knlc^ for drdlint: in tic Onne^h ^Innlcr 
Vul>arthi Pirl lbc> arc Cluinnilal (Tathadar) Ma*?nlal InpMhi UtmMt troop 
Mifira, Gobardhandn*?, Slijanidc\ Finp;li, Ktjtrnm rn«5ad and Dninclinran Ata«^'ln 
Ahgarh — Malktn hingh, prc^^idcnt of the Dminct C'Ongrc«3 CommiUcc, 
Aligarh ras rentcnccd to two >cnr8^ ngoroua imiinFonmcnt 

Natm Tal, l€‘0-40 — hno toluntcer*?, naniHj Dcbi I al Sth, Mnh ri, 
Shankcrlal Varma, Shiblal Varma and Dhan Fingh, wc^o arrested here tthilc 
parading on the Hate in pursuance of their normal actuitirF 

Cavnporc — Sesen voliinlccrs of the Badar Ilaznr V ard Conc:rc«^a C<jmmUlcc 
were arrcBlcd by the ]X)hcc under Hide 5S of the Defence of India Ilulc'^ 

Eamnict —Beten tolnntccrs hate been arrested under Section of the 
Defence of India Act 

Azarngarh, 10 O-fO —Chit Bahai Singh and Chandra Bah Fingh were 
arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

Cawiipore 10 0 10 — Itaja Ram Shastn was Fcntrnccd to one ^car’a inipn‘'onmcnl 
Cairnporc —Seven Congress volunteers bdonging to Ilatm ward were nrrc'-tcil 
for defiance of Government order under Section 58 of the Defence of India Kulc*<, 
banning drill of n mililar> nature b^ non ofiicial organisation 

Stiltaripin f in V 10 — Svvami Narain Deo, Brag Prasad and Ram I aUian, 
were arrcbtcd under Rule 'IS of the Defence of India P^ulob 

fehitla Prasad and JhngrUi volunteers, were arrested under Ibe Defence of 
India Rules 

Bareilly — Thakiir Chandra Pal Singlu Ram Faran, Ram Swamp and Gul/ui 
Lai were arrested under the Defence of India Act 

Lai ?itmT)«r-Ar/icn — Raj Bahadur, Sant Kumar and Fhco Fahai of Karampnr 
Knima have ocen arrested under the Defence of India Act 

Azavigarh i2i n lo —Govindraj Rai and Alalh Nath Rai, two instructors 
In the A/amgarh CongresB Qaumi Feva Dal camp, were arrested while drilling 
Shconalh Gin, another instructor was arrested 

Ballta, Cl 0 10 — Rama Lachlian liwan inspector of the Congress ofiirrs 
of the Benares division, has been arrested under Rules di and 53 of the DcfciKC of 
India Rules 

Rama Nath Rni hasjjccn arrested under the Defence of India Rules 
Jhansit Ct-D^in — Kunj Bchanlal, member of the Provincial Congress 
Committee, was arrested under fccction 129 of the Defence of India Rules (detention 
for unlimited period) 

Bijnoi, n-*o — Bhara Bhushan, diviMonal organising inspci tor of the Mtcrnl 
Congress Committee, was arrested under Fcclions 29 and 120 of the Defence of 
India Act on a warrant from Meerut 

Jhausi, CO 0-10 — Gnngadhar Toshi, President of the Cit> Congress Commitlco 
has born atrc‘^lcd under the Defence of India Rules for making an alic.cyl 
objectionable speech 

}tluzaJfarnogary ''9 a p) — Gopi Chand has been arrested under ll‘c Defence 
of India Act, for having dchvcicd a spcccli of an alleged objcctionatdc nature 

Ballia —Viswanatli Prasad ‘Mardana member of the Bdha District Congre^'S 
Committee, was arrcstcil under the Defence of India Rules 

A/orada6nd, Sipt C2 — Uamkint, Fccrclarv of the Cilj Congress Committee 
was nrrcstcii under Rule 3S of the Defence of India Rules 

iSe;)f, P9 — Mauhuia Abusaced Ba'’mi, M v , M uc , editor ^IcdIm and Gene'll 
Bccrclar> of the Ft \tcs^ Peoples Conference of Bhopal, was arrested under the 
Defence of India Rules 

LucI no\t , Si pt c: — Gmiradlnr Toshi, President of Ihansi Congress 
arrcblcd under the DLfcncc of India Rules for making alleged objectionable speoebrs 
BauB,,opd member of the Congress Committee was nho arrcstcti under the 
Defence of India Rules 

Balraiiipur — Jhc homes of Balhhadra Nath Mi^ra Fcc^ctar^, Flindutt Gani 
Mandal Congress Committee Gondi and lamtshwcr Prasad, vice ] re- dent, HaUa 
Congress CommiMre wcic FcatclKal b\ the ]>oItcc 

Ltd ww — Ki«honIal Agarwala vTas arrested under S.'vtion 33 of the Defer ce 
of India Rules 

/i Ti riR Audi- 

Madura, dua C/ — IC. 1\ Fnnuafai was arre UA under the DJcnco India 
Act for alleged objectionable FiKcchcs delivered bv him rcccntl in Vin dun 
limits ^ ^ 
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Vtrudhunagar^ Aug 26 — M N Adinarayanan was arrested by the 
Virudhunagar police ^ 

Dindtgiil^ Aug 26 P SainbasiTa Gupta, President, Mr Sellam, Secretary 
and Pailvan and Govindarajulu members of the local Jawahar Youth League were 
each sentenced to undergo one year’s rigorous imprisonment ^ 

TelUcherry, Aug 27 — T 0 Narayanan Nambiar, President of the Narath 
and Kannadiparamba Village Congress Committee, member of the K P 0 0 
and Secretary of the Malabar Aided Elementary School Teachers Union, was 
convicted by Mr J L Wood, i c s , Joint Magistrate, under the Defence of India 
Eules 39 (6) read with 39 (lb) and 34 (7) and sentenced to E I for 18 months 

Erode, Aug 27 — M Sitarama Singh was arrested under the Defence of India 
Eules 

Madura, Aug 28 —The police have charged Mr S V Sangiah, under the 
Defence of India Act for alleged tom-tomming false rumours about the war 
situation, which were likely to create panic 

Erode, Sept G — Snmati Pankajammal was sentenced under Eule 3S (5} of 
the Defence of India Eules for one year’s rigorous imprisonment and Es 200 fine 
and in default to an additional four months’ rigorous irapnsonment 

Bhimauaram, Sep 6 — D Snramamurthi, secretary, of the Bhimavaram Taluk 
Congress Committee, and two others have been sentenced to nine months* ngorous 
imprisonment with a fine of Es 100 each in default to undergo additional one 
month s rigorous imprisonment, under the Defence of India Act 

Them, Sept 9 — ^The Penakulam Police have arrested Sangiah, member, Pena- 
kulam ToAVn Congress Committee, S Vahvittan and M Perumal Pilai, Congress 
workers under the Defence of India Act on a charge of posting anti-war and anti- 
Bntish notices on walls 

Coimbatore, Sep 8 — Govmdan, Masthiannan and Eangaswarai who were 
charged by the Mettupalayam Police for alleged possession of anti-war leaflets and 
distributing the same last month at Mettupalayam were sentenced to one year’s 
ngorous imprisonment each under the Defence of India Act 

Chmgleput, Sep, 9 — D Eamalinga Eeddiar, M L A , was arrested under the 
Defence of India Eules 

Trichmopoly, Sep 9 —Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Tnchy, convicted Snmathi 
Janaki of Madura and her husband Guruswami under the Defence of India Act and 
sentenced them to one year’s E I each 

Madura, Sept 11 — Notice under Section 26, Defence of India Act, issued by 
the Local Government, was served on Mr U iMuthuramalmga Thevat, M L A 
at Kamuthi, restncting his residence to Madura till fuither orders 

N P Eamiah, Secretary of the Golden Eock branch of the South Indian 
Kail way Union, and member, Tnchy District Satyagraha Committee was sentenced 
to two years’ E I under the Defence of India Act, and six months’ E I under 
Press Emergency Powers Act 

Erode, Sept 10 — M Sitaram Singh was convicted for being in possession of 
unauthorised leaflets and prejudicial reports and sentenced to one years’ rigorous 
imprisonment and Es 200 fine and in default to another period of four months’ 
ngorous imprisonment 

'Ramnad, Sept 10 — Durai Eeddi, President of the Trade Union Congress, 
Virudhunagar was arrested under the Defence of India Act in connection with a spech 
Coimbatore, Sept 12 — Venkataswami, a Congress \olunteer, was sentenced to 
18 months’ rigorous imprisonment by the Sub-Dnisional Magistrate, C'Oimbatore, 
under the Defence of India Act far alleged distribution of anti-war leaflets at 
Mettupalayam 

Tuttcoun, Sept 12 — ^V, Sankaranarayana Pillai, Secretary of the Tuticonn 
Town Congress Committee and Secretary of the local Labour Union, was served 
with an order imder Eule 26 of the Defence of India Eules directing him to proceed 
to Tenkasi within 24 horns and to reside in and not to leave Tenkasi He is asked 
to abstain fiom making public speeches till the order is cancelled and to keep the 
District Magistrate of Tinnevelly informed of his actual place of residence m 
Tenkasi atid every change thereof 

Madura, Sep Id — U Muthuramalinga Thevar, M L A who left Madura on 
Sept 12, in contravention of the order directing him not to leave Madura, was 
arrested at Tiruppuvanam station 

Stvaganga, Sept 16 — P Unanikiishnan, Secrefaiy Town -Satyagraha Com- 
mittee, Kaiaikudi, has been arrestea undei Section 38 0) of the Defence of Inuia 
Eules for the offence of having made an anti-wai speech at Kunnakkndi* 
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miUcc 

b\ Ibc YcUpaHyRtn Police under the Defence of Indio Act for dclivcnng spccclm 
at a Conj^Tcsb meeting held at Negnpntnm on 'rd i eptember, 

TtrnpaHurAN A), hept IS —The Bub Inspector of Police, Tirumllur, 
Eet'icd a notice, under the Defence of India Act, on h R Knsiinan of > nlcm 
asUng him to return to his name phfc 'i.lthin 21 hours, not to auurc^'S 

meetings and not to leave Bakm until further order 

Cocanada. Sept l9 — K Batyanara;iana and M Jaganmoiinna Rao, urcrc 
ftiTCsted It JB alleged tint they wre found in possession of some uinuthori'^cd 

leaflets ^rlnch ^vcrc scired r . r rr n 

Itrupur, Sejt J9 — T Simon Paul, Secretary of the Tirnpnr Town 

Congress Commiitcc has been dircckd under the Defence of India Rules to abstain 
from making an> public specebes Idl the cancalHtion of the order 

KumhafonctiJi, Sep fff — M Nngara^an has been arrcsle<l b> the ^egapatam 
police under the Defence of India Rulca in councclion ^iih a speech 

In Bengal 

A notice under the Defence of India Act, See 2 tos served on Rati Kanta 
Sarkar, % icc-Prcsidcnt, Bengal ProMncid Trade Union Congress and Asci^^tant 
{secretary, ^o^th Calcutta Congress re-straining him from maling an} bj ecth nt, 
or otbcrivisc taking part in anv public procc^eion meeting or n-'«cmbl% for one year 
Ratisii Miiihck, a Khadi worker, and Sanclnrnm Paiovian haie been arrested 
tinder the Defence of India Rules at hoakhah on charges of po'^scssing alleged 
obicctionablc literature and other documents 

An rnglisb booklet cniiUcd, ‘*ihc Road to Freedom” published b} Air V B 
Karnik has been proscribed by the Government of Bengal under the Defence of 
India Rides 

Catenita, Aug 55 —Mrs Rama Pakira and Airs Amiya Ghosh, were arrested 
under the Defence of India Rules following Fcarchcs of their residences 

Afeh«to«h Das was served wUh an order under the Defence of India Act, 
Rule 20 rcHtraining him from dchicnng any Bpccch at or participating in any 
public meeting or itro^ccsion for a period of one year 

Ivalipada Bagrhi rho was detained in the ITcsidcncv Jsil under the Defenre 
of India Act and was released rreentj}, Ins been served with a notice under hcction 
40 of the India Defence Rules directing him not to join an} procession or ckhier 
epccchcs in any meeting within a year 

Koafhah, Sept i — Alakban 1 al Ben ^arma President of the Fcni Conirrc^s 
Committee (Noakhali) has been arrested following Bimullancous searches by the 
police of a niiml cr of bou'^cs in the town 

KoUecs under the Defence of India Piuks have been ^cned bv the District 
Alagistialc of XoallnU upon Alaui Gopal Chalraiarta, ^ccrelarv of the Ranumngc 
Congre^'i Committee, and Alotilal AIa)umdar, warning them against nllc^cd Commu- 
iu*^(ic actuiUcB ChaVravarl} has further been asked not to mn with sebooUtudents 
and other voting men 

Cfikui'i'n, #Scp G — Jfulund T al ^arkar, Oflicc Becretarv of the All-India 
Forward Bloc was Fcrvrd witli an order directing him under the Defence of Jiiflia 
Rules not to dclucr nny -jpeech at or otherwise lale part in an\ public prof’c^sion 

meeting or nsccmbl} for a period of one \car ' , , 

lor Molatnig '’ll order nsned under the Defence of India Rules hv the District 
Magistrate of Kluila, asking him to lca%c the distrut immcdiatch IvBliirode Das 
Gupta, Bccrclan of the Parrarkiore I.abour Pari}, has hc-cn arre^frd 

Calcutta, bept s ^Abdul Alomin organising Bccrctan of the Provinrnl Kjsan 
Babha and Dharani Go^^wami were re arrested under the Defence of India JtnlcB 
Ctilci fV, Srp* <-Bc\cral Congress workers in the to. n of ADmcnsmgh ! axe 
been ordcrai under ibc Defence of India links no^ to convene, attend 'iddrcss or 

procesnon or meeting within the limits of 
the district for a period of months ui 

r I l^nfiirn Choudhrv li-,c i,cfn Fcr^cJ nth i notice tinder the Defence of 

S?ct\mwcdntdJ ^ Jlspst-ate of Burdtron mrcclin^. hnn to kaie IJie 

irnc cxtcmment under tl.c Defence of India Jfnle, 

A rcsfnini notica under the Defence oHudia BuIch ttcs sctTcd on Baljtndn 
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Nath Das Gupta requiring him not to go beyond the limits of the Barisal Muni- 
cipality and to report himself twice weekly at the Kotwali 

Burdxvan, Sept 9 — Binoy Kiishna Choudhury has been served with a notice 
under the Defence of India Rules, by the district magistiate of Buxdwan, directino* 
him to leave the distiict immediately * ^ 

Dacca, Sept 9 — Jatindra Nath Chakravorty, an M A student of the Dacca 
UniveiBity has been served with an order under the Defence of India Rules to leave 
the limits of the district of Dacca within 24 hours This order will remam in 
force for six months 

Dacca, Sept 9 —Hanganga Basack has been served with an order under the 
Defence of India Rules directing him to live within the limits of his Dacca 
residence fora period of six months He shall have to attend the lhana once a week 
Jessore, Sept, 10 — Satya Bose, a Congress worker, has been served with an 
order under the Defence of India Rules, externing him from the district of Jessore 
for a period of six months 

Roby Sen and Narendranath Das were arrested under the Defence of India 
Rules 

Dacca, Sept 10 —Chandranath Saha was arrested under the Defence of India 
Rules while he was distributing anti-war posters 

Nai axjanaganj, Sept 11 — Subodh Chandra Charayya, President, Narayauaganj 
Scavengers’ Union was home interned requiiing daily attendance at the thana 

In exercise of the power conferred by Sub-rule (1) of Rule 26 of the Defence 
of India Rules, the Governor has directed that, except in so far as they may be 
permitted by the Governor, the undermentioned persons shall not at any time 
after the expiry of forty-eight hours from service of the order bo m any place 
within the limits of Calcutta and its subaibs and the districts of the 24 Parganas, 
Howrah and Hooghly, the Asansol Sub-division of the Burdwan district and the 
Saidar Sub-dmsion of the Midnapore district 1 Samar Sen Gupta of Calcutta 
2 Kumud Sarkar of Calcutta 3 Satyaranjan Chatterjee of distnct Bakarganje# 
and 4 Birendra Kumar Bhattacharji of Calcutta 

Jessoie, Sept 10 — Evternment order under Defence of India Act has been 
served on Satyendra Kumar Basu by the District Magistrate, Jessore to leave the 
]urisdiction of Jessore Disitiict within 24 hours 

Under the Defence of India Rules the Governor has proscribed the leaflet in 
Bengali entitled Sarkar-er-Juddhe Chanda Deo Na (Do not pay subsciiption for 
the Government’s War) published by the Bengal Committee, Branch of the 
Communist Party of India, and the leaflet in English entitled “An appeal to the 
Students of Bengal” issued by the Forward Bloc 

Bepin Behan Chakravarty who was released from the Alipur Central Jail 
after semng out his full term of imprisonment in connection with an objectionable 
speech, was served with an order under the Defence of India Rules at the jail gate 
directing him not to delnei any speech at or otherwise take part in any procession, 
meeting or assembly for a period of one year 

Dacca, Sept 11 — Orders under the Defence of India Rules have been served 
on Rabindia Kumar Bose, Piesident of the District Studenta' Federation, Makhan 
Lai Dutta, Shashi Kumar Ghosh, Taiaprasad Chakravarty, Umaprasad Chakravarty, 
Swadesh Ranjan Nag, Chiianjib Misra, Durgesh Bhattachaiya, Kedarnath Mitra, 
Taiini Bbusan sbome, ex-detenue, Chain Chandra Ray, ex-detenue, Nitya Sen and 
Phaniudra Guha interning them at their respective homes for six mouths Ihey 
were further directed to report themselves to their respective police stations daily 

Tangail, Sept 13 — Dasarathi Chowdhury vice-president of the Tangail Con- 
egress Committee, has been served with a notice under the Defence of India Rules 
prohibiting him from convening, attending and addressing or in any way taking 
part in any public meeting or iriocession within the limits of the district for a 
period of six months 

Calctttta Sept IS — Protab Singh has been served with a notice under the 
Defence Rules by the Commissioner of Police, directing him not to deliver any 
speech at or otherwise takepait in any public meeting, piocession or assembly for a 
period of one jear A similar order has been served on Abdur Rahim, a member 
" of the Kidderpore Dock Mavdoor Union -* t 

Dacca, Sept 14 — Mrityunja^a Ray has been served an order^ under ihe Defence 
of India Rules prohibiting him from carrying on correspondence with n number .of 
persons Ro> is already under orders of home inteinment - ^ 

Calcutta^ Sept 14 — Robi Sen and Naiendra Nath Das were .arrested, under 
the Defence of India Rules, ^ ” 
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Dacca, Scpi JS — ITic police searched a large number ot hou*^C3 and arrested 

^^Dr^Saralknmar ^on Gupta, Rnbmdra Kumar Bo=e, rrc^sidcnt the cli«itnct 

Btudcnl's rcdcTaUou , I'Mapwad ChakravatU, Umaprosad Chakravartv , larani 
BhuFan Shonic, Chiranjih Misra , SuMlkuniar Gho=c , I)urgc«h Bhattaebnrya , 
Mnklmnlal Dutt , Svradeshranjan Nag and Charudmndra Koy 

Calcutta, Sept J5 —Prof Jyotidi Chandra Gho=h has been served with n 
notice under the Defence of India Rules directing him not to take part in political 
nctuitics for n period of si^ months , .x r 

J^vporc, Sept IG — Lambodar Singh was arrested under the Defence of 

India Rule? , , , , ^ 

Fern, Sept JG — Pralul Kumar Choudhnry has been arrci5tcd under Defence Knle? 

Searches and arrests ucrc made under the Defence of India Rules in 
Calcutta, Howrah, Bclghurna and Dacca Persons who wcic taken into custody 
included the following r . x ^ 

1 Pratul Chandra Ganguli, 2 Jnan Chandra Majnmdar, 3 Bnpati Nandi, 
4 Rnnjtt Sarkar, 5 Rakhal Ghosh. C Prabhat Chnkrabarti, 7 Bircn Chatlcrj<^c, 
8 Sarat Chakrabarti, 9 II an Kumar Ro> Chowdhura, 10 KshitisU Bhownuk, 
11 Dwijcn Ro>, 32 Dhircn Jlookcrjcc, Id Debnbrata Koy, 11 Indib Choudhnrj, 

lb Dme^^h Ch Ghatak, IG Nalini Knr, 17 Ramprasad I^Iookcrjce IS Charn 

Chakrabarti, 19 Rabindra Nath Bhattacharjee, 20 Pulin BcharN 3'aul, 21 baral 
Kumar Ben Gupta, 22 Kabmdra Kumar Bo-c, 23 Taraprasad ChnVra\nrt\, 
21 Umapra«\d Chakra\nrta 21 'iarani BhuFan Bhomo 2G Chirnnjib jMi^brn, 
27 Busd lOimar Gho'^c 28 Durgc'^h Bhattadiarjaa, 20 Makhanlal Dull, JO 
Bwadffihranjan Nag and 31 Charu Chandra Roy 

^fndanpllr, Sept JO — Panchanan Chakra\arty, President of the Sub Dm- 
Fionnl Congress Committee, JIadanpur was 6cr^cd with an order by the di‘?lrut 
magistrate, Pandpur under the Defence of India Rules directing linn not to 
participate in dissemination of news or propagation of opinions and not to make 
nn> speech in anj public procession, meeting or assembly for the duration of the 
war and for a period of six months thereafter His moicmcnts lm\c also been 
restricted within the Municipal area of Madanpur 

Narayanqanj Sfpt 1C — Sital Chandra Dc has been required under an order 
of the Defence of India Rules not to go oulcidc the limits of the area of the 
Panchdona Union Board, and not to attend meetings and processions lie has been 
asked to attend the thana once a week, 

BerUampore, Sept 16 — Iklihir Kumar Llookhcrjco and Nani Gopal 
Bhattaclnrjcc were arrested under the Defence Act 

Dacca, Sept IG — Ananla Kumar Dej was arrested at Dacca under the 
Defence of India Rules 

BoUirqhat, Stpt IG — Nnpati Bhusan Cbaltorjec was arrested under the 
Defence of India Rules 

ComiRa, Scpi IS —The IIoufcb of Mc«^BrE Jamini Pal, Biswa Sen, Dhirc^h 
Ghosh and others were searched and they were arrested under Section 120 of the 
India Defence Act 

Sun, Sept 18 — -Bastimal Lunait was arrested under Section 120 of the 
Defence of India Act 

Rammoj Dc of Midnaporc, and Bircn Biswas of Khulna, student leaders have 
been Fcncd with notices under the Defence of India RuIcf, directing them to leave 
the citj of Calcutta 

Ctdcuita Sept CC — Bankim Miikcrji, m r^A was sentenced to IS months’ 
rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs 500 in default six months’ more, undcr^ho 
Defence of India Rules 

Dacca, Srpi CC — Budhir Kumar Kushan, Scerctarv, Dacca Northbrook Hall 
Libran wna arrested under the Defence of India Rules ' 

Tauqaxt, Sept C3 — Dhircn dm Nath Gho'^c been nn'c^tcd bv the lo^nl 
police under Rule 320 of Defence of India Rules and kept in custodv 

Dxnajpxir — Niqiati Ranjan Cbalterjce and Pratap Chandra Moiumdcr were 
arrc<?tcd under the Defence of India Act 

Dacca rr~AmiJ Chandra Ro} a student of (he Dacca univcr^^ilv wa^ sened 
with a h<imc internment order Pndcr the Defence ol India Rules restricting- his 
Tiiorcmcrts withifr the four walls of his hon«c at Sough Maisundi He will "'have 
to attend the ttiAna once a week Tins order will be m fo-ce for fix months 

/ raa;u f —BufiI Chandra Dev has been arrested under Section ICO of the 
Duicncc of India Rules, ^ 
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Eeplying to a question in Eengnl Assembly tbe Home Minister stated tlia^ 
451 persons weie arrested under the Defence of India Eules, 66 have been restuctecl 
in their movement, and 62S have been subjected to other restiictive orders 38 
meetings and 5 processions were banned Ten orders ha\e been issued on news- 
papers under the Defence Eules 317 persons were serving sentences of imprison- 
ment for offences against Defence Eules No action has been taken against an\ 
person paiticipatuig lu the Khabsar movement in Bengal. ^ 

l7i the Punjab 

ATnntsar^ Sept 1 —Three Congressmen, Mohindralal, Hansraj Sehgal and 
Omprakash, have been arrested under tbe Defence of India Act for alleged objec- 
tionable speeches delivered bj them at Congress meetings 

Aiimtsar, Sept S —Gainx Tara Singh, president of the Lahore Cantonment 
Congress Committee was arrested under the Defence of India Act for deliverin”* 
alleged objectionable speeches and reciting alleged prejudicial poems at Congress 
meetings 

' Ajimtsar^ Sept i —The Police have arrested Kartar Singh, secretary of the 
Ward Congress Committee, under the Defence of India Eules for alleged objection- 
able speeches 

Ainnfsar, Sept 5 — Babu Khaiiksingh has been sentenced to one and half 
year’s rigorous inprisonment 

Lahore, Sept G — Sodhi Pindi Das was arrested from the Bradlaugh Hall 
under the Defence of India Act 

Pandit Gian Chand was arrested under the Defence of India Eules 
Avmtsai ^ Sept 6 —The local police arrested Sardar Dnlipsuigh Tapiala, 
President of the Ajuala Congress Committee under the Defence of India Rules 
for an alleged objectionable speech m tbe Court compound 

Amrttsa7, Sept G -Baba Jawahar Singh Burj was convicted and sentenced 
to two years’ rigorous imprisonment under Rule 3S of the Defence of India Eules 
on a charge of delivering an objectionable speech 

Ludhiana, Sept 7 — Ghulam Mohammad, Secretary of the City Congress 
Committee has been arrested under the Defence of India Act 

Jullundur, Sepi 8 —The residence of Pandit Saligram Parashar was raided 
by the police and searched 

Four workers, namely Sardar Thakur Singh, Babu Jawala Singh, Bhoi 
Bakhshish Singh and Dalip Singh, were arrested under the Defence of India Act 
Lahore, Sept 9 — Sardar Gopai Singh, a member of the Punjab Concress 
Working Committee and the A I C G was arrested under Section 3S of the 
Defence of India Act for delivering alleged objectionable speeches 

Dr Krishna, general secretary of the Karnal District Congress Committee was 
arrested under Sections 43/3S of the Defence of India Act m connection with 
alleged objectionable speeches 

Amntsar, Sept 11 — Mubanksagar, a member of the A. I C C has been 
arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

Xa/ior^, Sept 11 — Hafiz Salamat Till ah a Congress worker, has been 
awarded one year’s hard labour by a Kfaanewal Magistrate under the Defence of 
India Act on a charge of reciting an objectionable poem at a public meeting 

Sialkof, Sept 15 — Four Congress workers namely, Vidyasagar Kundanlal, 
Madanlal and Harichand were arrested under the Defence of India Eules 

Amnisar, Sept 16 —Sant Amarsingh was arrested under the Defence of 
India Rules 

Lahore — Eajbans Singh was arrested under the Defence of India Eules. 
Eajwant Singh has been arrested under the Defence of India Eules, 

Jn Behar 

Patna, Sept 8 — Dhala Sharma and two others were arrested under the 
Defence of India Eules for crying anti-war slogans befoie the local police station 
Gaya, Sept 9 — A big posse of police force searched the Niamatpur Ashram, 
Gaya, in presence of the Additional Superintendent of Police, Gaya The whole 
Ashram and Nnmatpur village were cordoned by the police After a thorough 
search nothing objectionable was found 

Sept 11 — Abul Hayat Gbaud was sentenced to 6 months’ rigorous imprison- 
ment and to pay a fine of Es 20 

Gorakhnath Singh was sentenced to one year’s rigorous imprisonment and a 
fine of Es 50 
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Gaya, Srpl 10 — Vipc?hnr Jlisra has been arrested tinder the Defence 

Patna Srpt JG — Shynmmndnn Pinjrh ML A ^vns arrested at Naubatporo, 
Patna District under the Defence of India Kule« , , 

Patna, Srpt SS — Pajmdra ^andc^ has been smtcnccd under the DJrncc oi 
India Riileb to o ^cars’ rnrorous imprisonment and to ]‘ay a fine of Re 

Faina, Sept — Ilamchandcr Sharma^ Scc^ctar^ of the Patna District 

Poruard Bloc and a member of the ProMncinl Kisan Council v*as arrcstctl under 
the Defence of India Ilule^ 

^[azojjarpur, Sept IS —Jugal Kishorc Khanna has been arrested under the 
Defence of India Pules 

Manqhvr, Srpt 18 —Light persons Iia’ic been arrested here under the Defence 
of India liuics following simultaneous searches of their residences in the town 

In Sxnd 

KaracU,Scpi i — Mnqbool Hii'^'^ain, a Congress worker, was arrested under 
the Defence of India \ct for dolnenng an alleged anti'war Epccch 

Karachi, Srpt S — Hashu Kcwalrsmani and Tahilramnni, Prc'^idcnt and 
Secretary rcspcctueU, of the Karacni Students’ Union were arrested on Sept 3 
morning under the Defence of India Pulc'^ 

Karachi, Sejt 11 —SInhnarsr an advocate and Kas^^ira, printer of the Sind 
pre«s were arrested under the Defence of India Pules for ImMng printed 
and published certun anti-^ar literature 

Karachi, Sept 18 — Mohomod Amin Khoso, member of the Sind Ap*^cmbl>» 
was arrested under the Defence of India Rules 

QuiCta Sept CO '-\rbab Abdul Qsdir, President of the Quetta Branch of the 
Anjuraane \Nat'in has been Bcntcnced to one year’s rigorous impn'^onmcnt under 
the Defence of India Pules on a charge of" delivering an objectionable speech 
at I oralni 

Karachi, Sept CO —Under the Defence of India Pulc^, the Find Goternment 
has pro^'cnbcd an Urdu poster, entitled Tolitical Situation of the Islamic world’, 
purported to ha\c been issued bj Jaraia I^Iiln, Delhi 

In Mahal o^hal 

Jttbbniporc, Sept CC —Gur Pra*^sd Jaiswal and Bsnshidhar Chaoraskva, 
President and Secretary rcBpcducly of the Mnndal Congress Committee Pachmarhi, 
in the Hoshangabad oistnct of the Jubbulporc Dimbioii ha\c been arrested under 
the Defence of India Pules 


In Delhi 


Kctc Delhi, Sept II — Kn^^Iina Nair of the Naroal Gnndhi Ashram and 
Fhatrughan Sharma were arrested b^ the local police under the Defence of India 
Pules in connection with nllcr^cd objnctionable speeches dclnercd by them 

jS eta Delhi Sip 11 — Snmati Brijarani a Congress worker, was arrested under 
the Defence of India Rules in connection with a speech she delivered at n ladies’ 
camp in Basgipur Mllatre 

Acio Dilhx, Sep is — Maulana IJifzul Rahman a member of the Tamiat-UI- 
Ulema Hind Working Committee and a member of the All India Congre^^s 
Committee was sentenced to si^ months’ rigorous imprisonment 

In il55or;i 


Stlchar, Auq^ 12 — Sukumar Nandi Bhani Nandi, workers of the FvlhcL 
Cachcr JIardoor Union and Gopendra Roy As«U Fccrctarv of the Cschar IV^rict 
Congress Committee, were arrested in connection with the recent lanour unrest in 
the Allenpur Tea Garden, where the garden authorities have declared a lo-'kont 
following labour strike tlicrc, 

.S/tHj y, ::o —A leaflet in Assamese enUtkd Communici BuBcln of 
the As«am Branch of the Communi'^t Partv in India end all other document*! 
containing copies reprints or traiiMations of or extracts from the said leaflet bare 
been declared to be forfeited ba the Go^c^^or 

6 Uvi ^2 — Chiui-nnj-Mi Das, nn A«tt Sccrctcrv cf the Svlhct 

District Congress Coraraitteo, La-: been arrested under tic Dcfcrco of Jnd’a Kulcs 

In Gujarat 

.nfct to oI I„dn •>“< .msua 

31 
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Ahvicdahad, Axtg 30 — Induhl Ynguik was sentenced to two years’ ncrorotis 
imprisonment under Section 26 (6) of the Defence of India Rules on a charc^e of 
committing a breach of the order of the Govt of Bomba} prohibiting him amon" 
other things, from not contributing to the press * “ 

In Andhia 

Gxintur^ Sept 6 — iladabhusi Venkatchan was arrested 

Guntur, Sept S3 — Ihe Deputy Magistrate, Guntur, has served orders under 
Sec 144, Or P 0 on the City Congress Socialist Party the City United Congress 
Party, the Citj Students’ Union and the Press Workers’ Union prohibiting them 
from holding meetings within five miles radius of Guntur for a period of one month 

The Distiict Superintendent of Police served a notice on Subba Rao, 
Kamasubbiah, Narasimhnmurthy and Snramulii prohibiting them from talang out 
anv procession and holding any meeting m connection with '"Detenue Allowance 
Day”* 

In Nagpur 

Nagpur Sept 3 — Shiihan Bhise has been sentenced to one year’s rigorous impn 
soiiment under the Defence of India Rules for making an alleged objectionable 
speech at Umred 

In N W F F 

Feshaiiar, Sept SO — ^Ram Saran Nagina, Office Secretary of the Peshawar 
Congress Committee has been sentenced to one yeai's rigorous impnsonment He 
was arrested undei the Defence of India Rules for the publication of alleged 
objectionable literatuie 

In Kainatah 

Bhai Tendulkar and Bhai Shetye V G have been arrested under the Defence 
of India Act 

Iwo Weeklies ‘Congress’ and ‘Gofan’ have been asked to furnish securities of 
Rs 2000 each 

Rarabhau Nisal has been sentenced to one year’s rigorous imprisonment and a 
fine of Es 50 

Shii Vasant Tulpule has been sentenced for two years and a fine of Rs 200 

In Bombay 

Bombay, Sept 17 ^P G Savant and Vithoba Padam, t^o labour workers, 
were arrested under the Defence of India Rules m connection with certain speeches 
the} made in the labour area recently 

Bombay, Sept 21 — ihe Government of Bombay has demanded securities of 
R<; 1,000 each under Sections 3 (3) and 7 (3) of the India Press (Emergency 
Powers) Act, 1931, from Mr Vyaukatesh Pradyumnacharya Varkhedkar, keeper of 
the Sui Bharati Mudranalaya Pandhaipur (Sholapur) and Pandurang Tukoram 
Utpat, publishei of the Maiathi newspaper “Gophan” of Pandharpur, for printing 
ana publishing mattei of the nature described m Clause [b) of Section (1) of that 
Act All copies of the issue, dated the 19th August, 1940 of the ‘Gophan’ newspaper 
publishing the offending article have also been declared to be forfeited under 
Section 19 

Bombay, Sept IS — Raoji Bhai Patel was arrested in Bombay on his arrival 
from Aden 



The All India Muslim League 

The Working Committee Procecdlmgs 
Bombay — Slst Aug to 2nd Sept 1940 

Ihc ■Working Commitlcc of tlic All Indn Mu=lim Lngiic comn.ciufil its 
three (I'ly fc'iion jit Bombay on the SlEt Augnsl 1*140 and com hided on the 
2Dd September nftcr past^ing A number of rc-olutioim one of vimh ] rrmittf d 
such AS thonght tliej could Ecr\c nti} ut-eful pun O'^c In mcuh 

nt^t'ocialing IbcmFclvcs wilh^vaT commitlces lo do ho The folloA\iug is the full 
text of the lesolutions — 

1 VlCEEO\^S DrCIAPATION 

The working committee of the Alhindn Muslim I nguc hA\c gucji the ir 
most earnest and careful consideration to the statement hj jus J \<f]Icnc\ 

the Viccrov on the 8th of August, 1940, and the aulhontatne amphficMion niul 
claufication''of it b> Mr Amerj, the Fccrctara of btntc for India, on bclnU of hm 
Mnje«U'6 Go\crnmcnt in the course of the India debate in the Bouse of Common^ 
on the 24th of August, 1910 llic committee consider that thc^c prononneements 
consUtnlc a couMderablc progTC«si\c ad%anco towards the approach of the point of 
aicw and the position taken up bj the All-India Muslim league on behalf of the 
Muslim India regarding the problem of the future constitution of India and the 
committee oho note aulh salisfarlion that lus Ma}esti a Government have on the 
a hole practKall'i met the demand of the League for a dear a«^^uiance to 

the effect that no future conslUuUon, interim or final, fihould be adopted l>\ the 
British Government without their approval and consent 

2 Umt\ 01 National Lirr 

The working committee place on record that some of the observations made in 
the statement of his Bxcellencv the Viceroj and also in the spcccli of the ^rerctar^ 
of State for India, with regard to the thcorv of unitv of national life Vihich does 
not exist arc historically inaccurate and self conlrndictora Such observation*' arc 
calculated to raise apprcliensions in the mmds of the Mussalmans of India, and 
therefore the committee deem it ncccssarj to rcaflirm and mal c the ] o^ition dear 
once more that the committee stand b\ the Lahore jc^ohiiwn and the ba'^ic 
principles undcrlving the terms thereof propo'^ing the division of India and tic 
creation of independent slates in the north rc'^lcrn and ca^rern 7onc^ of India 
where the ^ludims arc in a majoritv, and the commitlcc declare their dctormin ition, 
firm Te*^olvc and faith that the imlUion of India is the onlj Bolutjon of the nio^t 
diflicult and complex problem of India s future constitution and arc glad to ^^tUc 
that the vital importance and the true asjc<t of this question aic bung fully 
realised In the Bntnh Parliament , and that lus I^IajcsU’s Government arc now 
fully apprised and sicrcd of the realities of the situation 

The !MuMim League again males its po'^ilion dear that tlie Miidims of India 
arc a nation bj ihenncivcs and will exercise their right lo sclLdctcrminalion nud 
that they alone arc the final judges and arbUers of their own future destiny 
3 Vicrrov’s Exnrtrrnr Council 

The working committee appreciate that his Mfl}cst% s Government have 
conceded the principle urged upon them bv the Muslim Leigne th-t in order to 
secure genuine and full support of Muslim India and such oMicr pa’-tics as nro 
and have been rcadv and willing to undertake the responsibility and arc ptepared 
to m«kc cverv contribution to the intensification of the war efforts ana for the 
defence of India with a view to meet anj external dagger or aggression and to 
maintain internal stcunty and peace thev should forthwith nst-oci^tc the representA' 
tivcs of the Muslim league with authontv and power as partners in X\<^ central 
and provincial Govcnimr^atc and cs^ahlislTn Wav Council which will include the 
Indian pnntcs and thus secure their coorcration also 

The committee, therefore, arc clad that lus MajesU’s Government } tons onally 
and during ll c prosecution of the war have dtcided upon «]’C cri zn^mi of (Im 
Lvecutivc Council of the Governor Gc mral and the ment ofaV»nr 

Advisory Conned on an all India basi« aUhondi tlicy regret that his Mjxs’va 

Government have dwlarcd that iber at this fta^o do no' contcmtlatc urn ot^nrl 
advisors in the provinces which are at present -dministcred bv ti c Govcniors urdcr 
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section 93 of the Government of India Act The committee, however, find that the 
specific offer now made as embodied in the letter of the Viceroy dated Aug id 
purporting to give effect and implement that principle of cooperation with authority 
in Government as partners is most unsatisfactory and does not meet the require- 
ments nor the spirit indicated in the resolution of this committee of June 16 
which was communicated by the president to the Viceroy by ins letter of that date 
nor does it meet the memorandum that was submitted to his Excellency by the 
president on July 1 ^ 

In these circumstances the committee find it very difficult to deal with this 
offer for the following reasons (1) Neither the president nor the committee were 
consulted as to the number of the proposed increase of additional members of the 
Executive Council of the Governor-General (2) The committee are not yet aware 
of the manner in which the entire Executive Council will be reconstituted (3) The 
committee have no infoimation as to which are the other parties with whom the 
Muslim League will be called upon to work (4) The committee understand that 
the president has not been informed as to what portfolios will be assigned to 
, everyone of these additional members The committee aie merely asked without 
any further knowledge or information, except that the total number of members 
of the expanded Executive Council will be in the neighbourhood of 11, to send a 
panel of four out of which two will be selected for appointment as members of 
the Goveinor-Generars Executive Council (5) The committee have considered 
the system of panel suggested and they are of the opinion that it is open to many 
objections, is not desirable and does not commend itself to them (6) As regards 
the proposed War Advisory Council the committee do not know its constitution, 
composition and functions beyond the information that it will probably consist of 
about 20 members and the committee are asked to submit a panel out of which 
foiu will be nominated by the Viceroy In these circumstances the committee 
consider the offer iinsatisfactoiy and request the Viceroy to reconsider the matter 
and heieby authoiise the president to seek further information and clarification 

4 Muslim League’s Cokbolekce Eesolution 

The working committee of the All-India Muslim League passed a condolence 
resolution touching on the death of Mr Ashiq Waisi of Gaya and adjourned its 
session for a brief period as a maik of respect to the deceased 

5 Disciplikary Actiok 

The working committee of the All-India Muslim League passed a resolution 
appointing a committee with Nawab Mohammad Ismail Khan and Nawabzada 
Liaqat Ah Khan to examine the cases of those members of the council of the 
All-India Muslim League who joined the war committees in contravention of the 
League resolution and take such disciplinary action as appropriate The following 
IB the text of the resolution — 

The working committee hereby appoints a committee consisting of Nawab 
Mohammad Ismail Khan and Nawabzada Liaqat All Khan, to examine the cases 
of those membeis of the council of the All-India Muslim League who have acted 
in contiavention of the resolution of the woiking committee of June 16, 1940 
regarding the war committee and empower the committee to take such disciplinary 
action against such members as it may consider appropriate 

6 Association with War Committees 

The resolution of the working committee at Bombay on June 16, 1940, request- 
ting the Mussulmans genexally and in particular the members of the Muslim League 
not to serve on the wai committees and to await further instructions from the 
president pending the result of the negotiations with the Viceroy was not a decision 
that adopted the policy of non-cooperation with the Government as has wrongly 
been lepresented by the enemies of the Muslim League but on the contrary was 
intended to urge upon the Government a line of action and policy which they should 
adopt to secure more effective cooperation in the prosecution of the war Iwo very 
vital points were raised for which the committee have been pressing the Government, 
namely, (1) that no constitution either interim or final would be adopted by his ^ 
Majesty s Government without the approval and consent of Muslim India and (2) 
that in ordei to seciue the wholehearted support of the Mussalmans, it was impe- 
rative that within the framewoik of the piesent constitution Muslim India leader- 
ship should be associated as a partner m the realm of the central and piovincial 
Governments forthwith 
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Ar a result of the nCpOlntions Ihf* rorl inr committee arc dnd (o ctatc that 
the fjret joint Ins no"^ been j^raaimlh met hj the f'tatemcnt of hn Excciicncv the 
Vicfro\ of Atiir 8, aivl the mphncMion ^nd cHnheaUon of that statement 
hy Mr' Arac "3 the ‘•fcrcl irr of St i c for Indn, in tl e conreo of hn tpcHi ^ Aticr 
14, lOlO, in parliament, and the conmittcc note ivith ^aticfnrtion that the Govern* 
ment iwe acLcptcd the jnincij Ic of the sccoi d po nt that ^^aa uT)>,cd vpou them, 
namely ^cooperation ^vith '’ntlionl^ and j orcr’ in tic Oo^c^n^QcnlR in order to 
prosecute tho war Bucccc^fnlh 

In Mcw of thc'^c ciroumstanccB the vrorkinp cammUtco leave tho^^e NU**=^ah*iana 
who think that they can ecr^c anj nficfnl purpo'^c merely nccociatin^ tbemfutes 
with tlic war committees free to do fo 

The committee arc of opinion that the Go\crnmrnt phould in fact and not 
mcrrlv in principle, take ’isulioul dcl'^y lie "Muslim Icidrrbhiji into their comjdetc 

confidence and associate them ns equal partnerR in tharpo of the rnns of the 

GoNcrinncuf in the centre and in the pro\incts in order to scrnrc a priuiino and 

wholehearted cooperation of Muslim India in llic prosecution of the war 

EUCCCSBfu\l> 

7 VoLiiNTrrr OrctMStTiONS 

Iho working; committee liaec carefully con<^idercd the notifu alien of the 
Go^cniment of India of Aujr 10, 1010 to^^ethcr with the c\p]nnrtur\ communique 
issued hj the Government of India on Aup 21 t ith repaid to the \olnntccr orpn- 
nisationR Ihc Muphm National piard corps were Etarlcd o\er two a cars n;:o and 
the aims and objects of the orpani'^ation are defined in resolution No 4 of the work* 
ing committee ]>assrd on Innc 17, PMO, which tudb as followB 

lo train and discipline Muslims in coordinate a^tult^ for ro^ial and pln- 
Pical uplift of the 3IuBhmB and to m unlain peace, tranquillity and order in the 
counlra 

Recently instructions were piven to the prOMiuial 1 caiques to Ftrcnp:thrn the 
Muslim national guard corps anti to gne them fikIi training as would enable them 
to discharge their dut> of maintaining peace, Iratiquiht^ and order in the ronnlry 
worthy of the best traditions of Islam and to assist at and control the meetings oTf 
the Muslini l^eaguc and gencrallv for the purjo^c of social ser’sicc and uplift Tlic 
committee therefore arc of ojunion that the ban imposed by the Go\crumcni n> not 
intended to prolnbit or restrict 6uch legitimate ncluilKs Jn these circumstances 
the committee direct the ranous provincial leagues to exert even, ncnc to etart, 
organise, and ttrengthen the Muslim national guards and the committee trust that 
their DCtiMtics will be earned on within tlie limits of the larv 

8 Dnni Lrtour Pib=oi\ro 

The committee after hearing the president of the Delhi proiincial Muslim 
league and the hon sc<rc'aT\ of tic All India Muspm Teague are of opinion that 
on account of the deadlock created In a section the aclunics of the Delhi jto in- 
cial Alutbni I caeuc ha\c been scnousjy alkctcd and therefore the best (oursc m the 
interest of the Tvlusahnaus of Delhi would he to dissolNe the present pTO’-incnl 
Muslim 1 engiio of Delhi and thev herein do so and emporer Ihf hon sccrct'irr of 
the All-India 3Ius]im Lcauic to make arrangements for holding frcMi elections to 
the provincial League and all its branches under his direction and control 


The Working Commiltee Proceedings 

New Delhi — 2Sth September 1940 

Buectio^ 01 Yirrro'i s oirra 


•» -,^1'° ircctii)" of (lie ^^orklnp Committee commenced in Kcit J^elhi on 

the 2S(li Sertember 1040 44 uh Mr.V.l J , vrceidm^* 'Jhere 01= Vrecord 

mtendmier, onh three mcmi)cr= bcniK rhsent, tr.nieh, Mr I'l-tul Hi tj 

4.° Miraitot rnd Bcctim Mohmuned All, t! c forme- tro h'-jn- 5})' 
^ rtiortcd (0 (be mceUnL llic rc-iiSl of bi= inicnicw 
with die \ lccro^ 0 1 ‘-ciit'-mbcr Jl 

1 cntnslcd oiUi (he dnMinp of tlie resolution 

T’ce'r itcd lie drri. rc'oliitjon to 

(he drift for three hour*- Ihc Euh ccmroivtcc conEis'cd of llr Jjimah, 
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Sikander Hyat Khan, Chandliuri Khaliquzamanj Navrab MoM Ismail TZhnn 
and Natrabzada Liaquatali Eban 

It Trill be recalled that at i^s meeting m Bombay on September 2 the Workinc; 
Committee of the League authonzed Mr Jinnah, "to seek further information and 
clarification on the following six specific points — 

(1) The number of additional members it was proposed to appoint to the 
Executive Council of the Governor-General (2) The manner in which the entire 
Executive Council will be reconstituted The other parties with whom the Moslem 
League will be called upon to work (4) The portfolios to be assigned to every 
one of these additional members (5) I he undesirabilitj of the panel system for 
nomination of additional members to the Executive Council (6) The "functions, 
constitution and composition of the War Advisory Council 

The following was the text of the resolution — 

“Ihe Working Committee of the All-lndia Moslem League at their meeting 
at Bombay on September 2 last, after considering the letter of His Excellency the 
Viceroy, dated August 14 last and addressed to the President contaiuine: a specific 
offer in regard to the proposed expansion of the Governor General s Executive 
Connell and the establishment of a War Advisory Council, requested His Excellency 
to reconsider the matter and authorized the President to seek further informatiou 
and clarification particularly on the points set out m the resolutions, before the 
Committee could deal with the offer 

“As a result of the communication of these resolutions to the Viceroy, His 
Excellency invited the President to meet him on September 24 and, after *a full 
and free discussion of the points arising out of those resolutions His Excellency 
was pleased to send a formal reply, dated September 25 After giving their most 
earnest and careful consideration to the whole matter the Committee, notwithstand- 
ing their desire from the verj beginning to help in the prosecution of the war and 
the defence of India, regret that they are unable to accept the present offer for the 
following reasons — 

“That the inclusion of only two representatives of the Moslem League in the 
proposed expansion of the Governor-General s Executive Council — of which neither 
the total strength nor the number of additional members has so fur been definitely 
determined— does not give any real and substantial share lu the authoritT of the 
Government at the Centre , 

“lhat no indication has been given as to what would be the position of the 
Moslem League representation m the event of any other party deciding at a latter 
stage to assist in the prosecution of the war and the Government agreeing to 
associate it with the Executive Council — a situation which might involve a 
substantial modification and re-shufiiing of the executive 

‘That, so far, the Government do not propose to appoint non-official advisors 
in those provinces which are being an ministered b\ the Governors under Section 93 
of the Government of India Act, 1935 The Committee feel that without the 
association of the Moslem League repieseutatives in the administration of those 
piovinces, it would not be possible to secure leal and efiective co-operation of the 
Mussalmans 

‘‘That the proposed War Advisoiy Council is yet in its embrvo form and no 
information is available as to its constitution, composition and functions, except 
that it will piobably consist of about 20 members and that the qnesbon of setting 
it up will be considered after the expansion of the Executive Council is 
complete , and 

That out of the various points raised in the resolution of the Committee of 
September 2, only one relating to a panel, has been satisfactorily met 


The League Council Pioceedings 

New Delhi — 29i:h September 1940 

Tne session of the Council of the All-India Muslim League attracted a record 
attendance and was represen tati\e of all parts of India Ihe Aiabic College hall, 
Delhi where the session was held on the 29th Sept, was literally packed to suffo- 
cation , and besides the members of the woiking committee, there were present 
Nawab of Chhatari Mr Suhrawardy, &ir Sikandar Havat JSlhan Mr Abdul Haye, cix 
Ziauddin, Sir Baza All, the Eaja of Pirpur Maulana Hasrat MohanI, Ghulam Bhik 
Karang, Nawabzada Khurshid Ah Khan and Mir Amjad All 



-20 srrr ’40 ] THE LEAGUE COUNCIL PEOCLEDINGS 217 

At the outset Sir Ziauddm « i:.:rGstcd to tho pr^'^idcut that he should tcH the 
hou'ic what had parsed beUveen him ana the Ai(oro\ and pNc a prncral baf*K::’'Ound 
to the resolution to enable the members to ras^ thoir rorn^ tl} Mr Tmnah 

Raul that Le ^»ould % Uhn dy place the full corrrH\)ondc icc that had pa= between 
lum and the Viceroy before the cninui! to enable members to appraise co’^rcvls the 
situation He tlicn made the folio tin^ «tatcmc — 

2Ir TI^ Ml'5 ^TtTtMr ' T 

*llic British Go rrnment appc'^r to ha\e no intnitn i to part ri‘h po -o** 
Tn making the ) resent Oder thcj "itcre tndin^ Uh 03 mdhona of Muslims ^ ho 
arc n nation dho Ion t; dram ne^oliadons which the ViccroN ha^ been larrMtn^ 
on with the %ariouR jiartics lead to oriK one conclusion nameh that the hnti'^h 
fitill wish to conlmuc the rdaiionsbip of master and pfr\aut Vre ^sill no^ ‘^tdmut 
to this positiord 

Jlr Jinnali said that the Mu^'^^ilmnns were fulh alnc to the dangrre; crcalM 
bv the \tx\x and m that o\ ii lutercbt, thca were an\ious to render all po=5Mblo 
assistance to the Go crnmtnt in the pro^'^tulion of the war \t the same time 
thc> were conanerd that in order tl thar a‘'‘iistnnce mn];ht bo of real ^aluo and 
be cffcctuc the Muslim Learie mu^t ho pla* cd in the po-itiou of aulhonlj in 
the Oo^ eminent both at the icnlrc and in the proanoeq 

After referring to lus correspondence wUh the \iccroNr whuh ho said aronhl 
be released to the t>rc-s toda\ Mr Tmnah s ud that after prolons^cd no^otiatnua 
the Goternmeut had accepted the principle that thc> wore willing to a«‘?0''ialc 
the I^eagiic rcprcscntatuc in tho Go\Grnmcnt at (he centre but not in tho Con^rces 
proMtKcs Ihcn agun the Viccrov had not been able to tell him finalh what 
would be the conslilution, composiMon and function of the rar nd\i^or\ hoard 
bcNOnd that Us membership would be in the neighbourhood of 20 of which fuc 
would he Mussalmaus 

Proccccding, 3Ir Jmnah said, Tho Viceroy’s offer, when boilo<I down comes 
to this, tint two scats on the Go\crnor-GcncralV E'cc.^ulno Council will be nllotte! 
to the nominees of the 3Iudim Lcamic out of a number wo do no^ know rot 
In lus first letter to me the Vkcion iiad indicated that the number of membors 
on the expanded Lxcaitive Council would be m the neighbourhood of 11 3 he ^ onj 

'nciglibourliood' In itself was an cla^^u^ one In the lalc'it letter to mo, the Viccroa 
saas that the number is not vcc determined and c\cn the claiiic term ‘nciubhouf- 
hood’ has disapiicarcd Ihcn again we do not know who arc the other parties 
who have been iiuitcd to send in their nomine'''^ for inclusion in the Viccrova 
Council If we wantcdi olis for two of our men, we could have s»rnightawa\ 
nouiinalcd our rcpicf^entatnos It would ha\c been happ% But would it have 
been n real share in power CNcn at the centre ^ No * Ihe ofler is a travc^’a of 
piMtig us a real share in authority rurthcrmorc cien if we knew what odicr 
inrticB were coming in there was another \cry \ital quc'^tion rcqairing saUuioi 
fcuppo'^ing '^onie pirtv whuh kent itself out for the prc'^cnt «ub*^equcntlj 
decided to come in and we would he happ^ if thc,% did so It ra^ then 

probable that tho personnel of the Exctutnc Council may fiirlhrr 
be incrcacrd aud the L\cciU\e be rediufllcd Mliat would then be the 

poatvou of the Muslim I/'aeue ? I referred this matle^ to the Vuc' 
roN in nn last intciaicw with lum on Sent 21 I then urged that in tho event of 
nn^ parta now refusing cooperation subsequently came in it sho ild oaU be allowed 
to do so in agrcenirnt vith the parties alrcada fopre-^nted on the Council I h'ld 

no eati^fa^'tora rcida from the Vn crov 'Jnis is the whole story of nc otiaMon« 

I mav Tcilcratc that all along I had not forgotten tha^ we are aUS in danger 
we arc Mtallv conccrncch that our fa^c i« hnVed with tha^ of the BnliRh 21 is is 

whj I pitched demands at the lowc'^t limit but I could not co lower’ 

Mr Jinnah '’dded that the poution of the 3Iudim L^aeuc co^^sid^'^shh difcrtd 
from those of the other In its r-ce the qucstmn'^of no i cooirruion d d 

not ari'^c for the present It was cs'cnMal fo’* them to gne '’ll s jp^ ni^en- 

Fifvinp (he war cilortin the defence of India It w''^- in their intfrc^^ I>u» while thev 
had the do*: re to help the^e were cfr^nin fundamental tccpu^^i w'hi h 
fulfilment in o^dcr (o ‘^cca-e Be wbolchcartcsl codj cragn i of the -•'iln-n^ 

Larher in Ir'' Si cc-h, Jinoah rc^c^red to luc uc^xx'x id of the J i e 
the Con*itUution of 1^23 f^honld he exammed r c o at d d tha* dmand 3 I 
prncticallN been me’ h\ the Brilwh Go c’^nne it ''s r«5 endent Iron tic h*^lc^rrt^ 
of Uic Arcroy and of 3Ir Amerv Uhat lowc^cr a r a**e-' fo^* the futu-r ^ In 
the immediate present, t»>c Mn‘^‘^alni-ns of India re^c [ig ^red to £bcd itc 
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drop o£ their blood and part with their last penny to assist Great Britain in the 
present vrar In short, they l^ere prepared to sink* or siYim with Great Biitam It 
was, however, a contrect 

Str Stkandar Hjjat Khan Without prejudice ? 

Mr Jinnah ‘Yes, without prejudice to the future problems of the Indian 
constitution and to the major and fundamental issues ” 

Eeplying to a question as to what the Muslim League did to implement the 
Lahore resolution on Pakistan, Mr Jiiiiiah referred to a recent statement of Dr 
Moonje made in Bombay in winch he was reported to have been told by the Yiceroy 
that the Pakistan scheme could not be ruled out at the time when the future 
constitution for India was being considered Mr Jinnah also referred to his memo- 
randum of July 1, in which he had demanded from the Viceroy that no declaration 
should be made on behalf of his Majesty’s Government which was likely to militate 
against the basic principles incorporated in the Lahore resolution 

Kephing to Sir Eaza Ali, Mr Jinnah explained that in his interview with 
the Viceroy he had claiihed the position of the Muslim League vis-a-vis the other 
parties He had told the Viceroy that the Muslim lepresentation should be equal 
to that of the Hindus, if the Congress came m otherwise they should have the 
majority of additional seats as it was obvious that in that case the mam burden 
and the responsibilities will be borne by tlie Mussalmans 

Maid ana Hasrat Molianx, though in favoui of the resolution, sought to move 
an amendment to the working committees resolution as he said that the ground 
specified for the lejection of the Viceroy’s ofier were not adequate jMr Jinnah 
said that the Moulaua or any other speaker could specify any further grounds m 
support of the resoliitiou, but it was not open to the house to moie amendments 
to the working committee’s resolution They were to accept it or reject it as 
a whole He howe^er, pointed out that under the present circumstances rejection 
of the resolution would be tantamount to a vote of no confidence in the working 
committee 

Mr Hasan Isvlialiam moved that the resolution of the working committee be 
adopted The motion was seconded by Jamal Mian and was earned without any dissent 

Other Eesolutions 

The council adopted condolence resolutions on tlie deaths of Khan Bahadur 
Ahmed Yarkhan DauJatana and Mr Ashiq Warsi, both of wnom were members of 
the council 

On the requisition received from Bengal the council authorized the president 
and the secretary to fix a date for an all- India protest against foreign aggression 
on Islamic lands including Egypt Palestine and Syria 

The council also passed a resolution regretting the detention without trial of 
prof Abdul Sattar Khain of Aligaih It requested the Government of India to 
reconsider bis case and authorized the Bluslim League party in the Central Legis- 
lature to pursue the matter 

The council also decided to organise a red crescent movement along with the 
national guards for lendenng medical help to the victims of aggression in the 
Islamic lands 

The council authorized the president to decide the date and the venue for the 
next annual session of the All-India Muslim League 

The lesolutton tabled by Nawabzada Eashid All Khan, that the Mussalmans 
should give wholehearted support in the war effort was withdrawn 
The meeting then adjourned sine dte 

The Jinnah -Viceroy Correspondence 

Sir Jinnah ’s Letters to Viceroy 

In this connection we give below the full text of the correspondence referred 
to in Mr JinnMis statement stated above — 

Letter from Mi Jtnnah dated Neio DelH^ February 6, 1^40 — 

am herewith sending a copy of the Working Committee resolution p^sed 
on February 3, 1940, regarding the correspondence that has passed between Your 
Excellency and myself for xour consideration — 

‘The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League considerate 
correspondence that has passed between Mr Jinnah the President, His^ ^ 
Excellency the Viceroy, ending with his final reply dated December 23, 1939 Ine 
Committee is of the opinion that the reply of His Excellency is '"not satisfactory 
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«■? ccrHin important points still require further clarification rnd cincidat'nn T n 
Committee, thr^’ctorc, empowers tbc Prc‘=idcnt to pl'ico t!'c views of the 
Committee before His E-r'-MIency and rcfjuest him to reconsider the nnttcr rt I'l- 
ing the a‘^surincc‘5 asked for in the rc^olutiona of the Working Commilvet 
September 18 and October 22 1930 and thereby remo c all donbts and a n^^uicn- 
Bions from the mind of Muslim India’ ” 

Score or Co>STmjTiovAT I1 squip\ 

Letter from Mr Jimiah diXied New Delhi Fchrtiarff X*/ 

*'1 placed the whole correspondence that has pas'^td between Your nverllcav\ 
and niv*^clf, ending with your letter dated December 25, lOiO, before the tnoean ^ of 
the Working Committee of the All-Indn Muslim lycagnc on Fch’^inry 3, 

“Ihc W’'orking Committee?, after \cry careful consideration pa‘*ccd a resolution, 
a copy of the tcvt of which I have already sent to \our llxccllcnc} with a ko emv 
letter dated Tebruarv C As was desired by Your Lvcclicncy in our com ion 
on the blh inslant I now beg to state bnclly the views of the Working Committee 
which arc as follows — 

*'llie W’orking Committee appreciate the clarification made by Y^our nvcdlcmy 
regarding the first point and arc glad to note that the dc‘ laration made by 'iour 
ExccHcncv, nth tlic approval of His Jlajcstv’s Go* eminent, on October lb, 
docs not exclude the examination of an> part either of the Act of 103 ■) or of the 
policy and plans on which it is ba^cd 

^“As regards the second noint, the Working Committee do no^ feel sali^'ficd 
the request made for a ucfinitc assurance has not been met namely ‘hat no 
declaration should, either m principle or otherwise, be made or any coiiKUtution be 
enforced In His Majesty’s Government or cnactcfl by Pari lament rithout tlic 
approval and consent of the Mn«salmanB of India V^c recognise Your ExgcHcikvc 
assurance when you state that ‘Ills Majesty’s Government arc no* under any mis- 
apprehension as to the importance of the contentment of the Idudim community to 
the stabihtv and success of any constitutional development in India You nc^vl, 
therefore have no fear that the weight winch your communIt^’fi position in India 
necessarily gives their views, will be underrated’ , but, I regret to Fav, this docs 
not meet the point raised by the Mnshm League, because it ^till leaves the position 
of the ninety million I^lussalmnns of India only in the ro*.ion of consnbaMo i and 
counFol and vests the final decision in the hands of Great Bnlam to de’ermne 
the fate and future of Sluslim India W^c regret that we cannot a^'cept this 

PALr^Ti'^r PoLtev 

*'Ab the policy for Palestine, the W orking Committee of the All-India Mn^^lim 
League wish to impress upon His Majestv’s Government that a Folution should be 
found to the FatisfaLtion of the Arabs Ihc Committee arc glad to nolo Y^our 
Excellency states that His Majesty’s Government have endeavoured to mcc* all 
rca^^onablc Arab demands, and thev continue to be fullv ahvc to that o But 
the eyes of the Muslim world arc watching the si’ualion kccnlv and a definite 
EoluUon Bhould he found without dclax 

“With regard to the use of Indian troops aemnst anv Muslim Power o’* 
countrv, the Committee feel that Your Excellency has misnndcr'^tood the po^itiOii 
When we asked for an a'^surance that Indian trobi s will not be u^^cd outride India 
against anv T^lusbm Power or coimtrv, it was not intended that they *^ha1l no* be 
need for defence of the country in ca^c of an attack on or aegre^cioh a^ain=* India 
While we thank Your Excellency for informing 11*5 that cverv irc^'^uMon has bc^ ^ 
taken bv IIis ^lajcsiv s Go*crnmcnl, at the instance of the Govcrnircnt of Irdia, i-y 
insure that Muslim ircbnc, in India on tins matter 1=^ fully rc^pcc^cd we feel that 
further clarification of tl c po^^itio i is necessary 

“It IS required of the Mu^^liin I>eague to p^c as=nraacc of wh^'lc-l enrted co- 
operation and active support on bc^'aU of the Mus^alrnans of India to tic Bnt «h 
Government for the p ir]X>*^c of jnc^^ccution of the war llie Cor mutcc of 
opinion that before doh g that they nni^t feel confident that the futerc of ll c 
Mii*^calmans of India is no left in the ’•open of urcc'*ainl, C” doulPful - bdiiy 
Consequenth, we do not con‘^idcr it unreasonable on our j art to a^^k lo^ a defirre 
assurance that no coirraitmcntc will he ma^e with regard to the fuM^c con^^t'^ufon 
of India or anv interim ccttlcmcrt nth ^'ny otter ta’*!** rithr it 0 r ai 

consent If Hi*^ Majesty's Govcrnircnt arc*prcparca to Wat wj’h He icaJc^-bip 
of -the Mucc^^irprii^c <!«; ^ rcFpon^^iL^c boav, then they mus+ Lc trusted, e'pocially 
where the quesaon of determining their own future is conccrnc4 
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‘ We are constrained to state that Your Excellency is unnecessarily over- 
anxious about the interests of other communities It has never been our desire to 
unjustly harm any community The issues that have been raised by us are due to 
apprehensions that the Bntish Government may be stampeded by* other po\Terful 
organisations in the country into adopting a course or agreeing to* a settlement lu 
the matter of India’s constitution which may prove not only highly detrimental to 
the interests of the Mussalmans but may be disastrous for "them 

“As regards Palestine and the use of Indian troops, our demands as explained 
by me above cannot in any way prejudice the interests of any other community 
It IS not possible m a letter of this kind to state fully the various reasons and 
details but, if Your Excellency so desires, I shall be very glad to place the views 
of the Committee before you in fuller details at an early date, whenever Your 
Excellency finds it convenient ” 

E E the Viceroy's letter dated Neiv Delhi ^ February 1940 — 

“Dear Mr Jinnah, 

“I write to acknowledge with many thanks your letter of February 24, in 
which you have been good enough to inform me of the views of the Working Com- 
mittee of the All-India Muslim League It shall, I need not say, have my careful 
attention ’ 

His Majesty s Goteenmext Consulted 
Letter from Mr Jimiah dated New Delhi, Apnl 8, 1940 — 

“This is just to inform Your Excellency that I am leaving for Bombay to- 
morrow morning by the Frontier Mail 

“After Your Excellency’s letter of February 28, acknowledging my letter of 
February 24, in which the views of the Working Committee of the All-India 
Muslim League were placed for your consideration, Your Excellency was good 
enough to urant me an interview on March 13 In the course of the interview 
Your^ Excellency intimated to me that you were lu communication with His 
Majesty s Government with rescard to the subject-matter of the letters I was ex- 
pecting to get an early reply from Your Excellency I hope that you will now 
communicate to me your final answer as soon as possible to my Bombay address-— 
Mount Pleasant Eoad, Malabar Hill, Bombay ” 

HE the Viceroy's letter dated Neic Delhi Avnl 10 1940 — 

*^1 am much obliged for your letter of April S I am not yet in a position to 
let you have a final answer to your letter of February 24 But I hope to do so 
before very long ’ 

Use of Ikdian Troops 

H E the Viceroy's letter to JLf? ] nnah dated Banbassa^ Apiil 19^ 1940 — 

“I was glad to gather from yoiir letter of February 24 that mv letter to you 
of December 23 had removed some of the doubts wbich had been felt by the All- 
India Muslim League I do not read vour letter as indicating that the Working 
Committee of the League expect anything further from me in regard to the first 
and third of vour points — the scope of the re examination of the constitutional 
position to follow war, and policy m Palestine 

“You ask, however, for further clarification of the position in regard to the use 
of Indian troops aeainst ^luslim Powers or countries, while explaining, as I note 
and appreciate that \ou had no intention of attempting to circumscribe their use 
in defending India against attack or aggression I presume that vou do not expect 
a guarantee, Avhich it would obviously be^ impossible to give, binding us in future 
contingencies which no one can foresee But you need have no fear that if at any 
time such a conlingency arose the consideratio*n underlying your siiggestiou would 
be overlooked Fortunately, however, so far as the present situation is concerned. 
His lilajestv s Governmait are m friendly and sympathetic relations with all Muslim 
Powers, to some of whom, indeed, the's are bound by alliance, while with the rest 
they are on terms of most cordial friendship 

Secretau'^ of States Speech Eecalled 

‘You represent that vour second point was not felt by the Working Committee 
to, be adequatelv met by the terms of mv letter You have no doubt noticed ^the 
parage in the Secretary of State’s speech in the House of Lords on Apnl IS in 
whicii he used these words 

“But that does not mean that the future constitution of India is to he a 
constitution dictated by the Government and Parliament of this country ^against 
the wishes of the In^an people. The undertaking given by His Majesty s Govern- 
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xnent to tbc con^t tutionrl fjcld jn coij-’jltnUn j *Tith rcp’T'Cnt'iMvt t rf ^11 

prtTtic*? 'iiul inlcrc*:t5 in Jndn <onrotc^ not dj t^1»on hut iif/o’ntion AdmtUcc!! n 
Fubctnntnl of n^rccmcnt ^Tnonj_«'t tl e communiMc^ in i‘ c- ♦ if 

the \i«ion of ^ iinitrd Jndn ttIucU incputd ihf' ^nour^ of n Ttn i-^tj-^nd 
LngliFhmcn is to become n mllt^ for I ennnot thf\t n a fiox nmn it or 

Parlnmcntin tlH« country ^ ould nitrmj t to imto^c In force uiKUi, fo- iib, i ^ 
xiiiibon '^^n'^^lm Fubjcf't^ of Jfis in fndjn a form of co nnhr 

^bich they \ ould not li c ycaccfull^ and contented!'"* 

‘This ftotement, I am sure >ou ■will ay icc, rcn>o^6l an} jC’^ ink do ibl*' 
on this point ** 

Afr hunnlCs letter dated Zfatl cran, Mav 1^*0 — 

"I am in rcecipt of a our letter of Ajinl Ik and I Uiank }on {o’* i* ] 

hope >ou will c-'cucc me for the dcla\ in rcplvmy, to it before now, ns I v ''»• lintf*** 
lam as to whnt conrFc I should adopt in the matter c*') o nil} as tlic ‘"py^nnlnn^ i 
of the personnel of the ^^orlmg Committee ra® rrndmy^ , but 1 now bee; to inform 
>ou that I propose to place the mailer before the Worfiny, ConimiUrc (on«'itut(tl 
for the cnsiiinyr year for their ronsulor ition and will commiuiicatc their Mens to 
Y'our Excellcnc} as soon as possible ** 

// E the Vtccroi/s letter dated Siviln A/rUy Tk — 

‘‘'Jliank von ■Ncr} much for }Our letter of Ma^ Ib 1 note }Our intention to 
place m} letter of April 30 before the \\orkiny: Committee for iliCir con*^u!mtion 
and to let me ha^c their mcwb as soon as possible** 

League rxccuUve*8 AllUudc ' 

CLAnncvTiON oi is-cnr Sought 
Zfr JtnnaJds letter dated Bombay June i7, 1^40 — 

'*I aid cnclo'^ing herewith n cop\ of the rc*^oIuUon packed li} the W o^l my. 
Committee on June IG, at its Eiltinyr in Bombaa, and if \ou desire to di^^cucs ji 
further or require m'v prcrcncc, I shall he y,lad to meet vou ** 

rroccedmy,6 of the meeting of the AVorling CommiUcc of the All India AIuRhm 
League held on June 10, IG and 17, 3010 nt Bomba\ — 

Resolution * Ihc ^Yo^3 me Committee of the AlUndia Muslim liCaruc, 
while being of the opinion that furllier clarification contained m the letter of Ills 
L'^ccllcnc} the Vlccro^ dated April 10 10k\ nth regard to the accur'^nccs 

for by the All-India JIusIim I>cagnc is not satisfactory endorse^ the following 
from the platcmcnt issued b> the Brc‘^idenl, Mr M A Jmnah on Maj 27» 1^50 
*‘XJpto the present moment, we hwo not created an difTicnlly nor ha\e re 
cmbarrap«ccl the British Government m the pro^'ocution of the rar 'Jlie pro inee^ 
■where the Muslim league has a dominant \oicc have been left free to co rratr 
with the Bnlish Ciovcrnmcnl, pending their conpidcration ^ ith reganl to the actf^ 
lanccs we ha%c a<^kcd for and in pvrlicular that the Briti^^h Goycrnmcnl sboMd 
male no declaration regarding the future constitutional problem*^ of India niid the 
Mtal issues that have been raised in that conncilion without our approval and 
consent 

‘‘Ncvcrthclccc, without prejudice to the adjuctment of the la^-gc i«=i c- la*cr rn, 
we ■were cicn willing, ns far back a^^ November h^t, to consider tlic pror»o«al of the 
Viceroy to bring about an lionourabk and yvorlablc adju^^nicnl in the jirovmcial 
field, y^hich would ha\c been followed up with our rej rc^^cntaiivcs being appomttl 
to the Esceutuc Council of the Central Goyernmrnt to the extent yc^micMblc 
yvithm the framework of the present constitution and existing law 

“‘But tins proyosal was sumraaril} rejected In Mr Gandhi and tbc 
Congress 

** *A similar attempt was npain made bv Hi« Lxccllrncy carh in Fehma’w, 
which met the s^'me fate Since then it seems tint the Viccfov bn« Ik^t wajiinK 
for the Congre^*^ to pa^*; its word 

“ ith regard to Mr Amcr} s statement and tbc bro-^k^e' appeal of His 
nxccllcncv the \iccroy* max I sax Ont it n upto the British (lOvcniir^'at to 
show trust m MuMim leadership There nre manx wax of iku'g *‘>-and 
confident fncmi« srek our x^bolc hearted co orcration ard re ill i o* f-il " 

“ The Working Committee locks wun nUnn at the groxxm^ n n of N-n 
ngcrc«sion which bat^ been nit>'lc'-dx dcj'nxit o c naOcn '^fttr «'rcT’c’' ot 
il« Iincrtv nnd freedom rnd icgardc tic un|^^\okc■^l aMacj^ In the Italnn Go ern- 
ment ^pnunt the Aibc*- n rnax^rrrntcd '’rd ir noral nt a t^i,e Tltn IraiiCt 
was engsged in a brave strugcic a^aniet vc^w 1 cavy odd- 
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Defence of the Country 

“ ‘The grave vrorld situation demands serious efforts on the part of every 
Indian for the defence of his country and the Working Committee calls upon 
the Government of India to prepare the country m an organised manner to meet 
every eventuality The Committee in constrained to state that the proposals 
for the defence of India indicated in the statements of Their Excellencies the 
Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief, as ^vell as the statements of some Provincial 
Governors, are wholly inadequate to meet the urirent requirement of the situation 
The Committee, therefore, authonses its President to enter into communicatiou 
with His Excellency the Viceroy with a view to exploring the possibility of 
devising prompt and effective measures to mobilise the country's resources for the 
purpose of intensifying war efforts and the defence of India 

“The Committee is of the view that unless a satisfactory basis for close 
co-operation is agreed upon on an all-India basis and not province-wise between the 
Government and the Muslim League and such other parties as are willing to 
undertake the responsibility for the defence of the country in m the face of 
imminent danger, the real purpose aud objective will not be served and ac^eved 
The Working Committee is of the opinion that in view of the immediate grave 
danger that is facing the country, the real purpose will not be served by 
Mussalmans and others merely joining the proposed Provincial and Distnct War 
Committees with their present scope and functions ” 

Simla Interview 

^ jH. E Vtceroifs letter to Mr Jinnak dated Simla, June SO ^ 19i0 — 

“Many thanks for your letter of June 17 aud for the resolution enclosed passed 
by the Working committee of the All-ladia Muslin League on June 16 I shall 
be very glad to have a talk with you aud I suggest, if ^at is convenient for you, 
we might do so on the morning of Thursday, June 27, Perhaps you would be 
land enough to let me know whether the date suits you, when I will suggest 
a time” 

Mr Jinnah^s letter dated Bombay^ June 1940 — 

“I am in receipt of your letter of June 20, 1940, and I shall be amving at 
Simla on the morning of Thursday June 27, as desired by Your Excellency 

‘T may suggest that any time in the afternoon may he fixed provided it is 
convenient to you ” 

Letter to Afr Jinnah dated June SO, 1940, Simla — 

“His Excellency mentioned tliat in your recent conversation with him you had 
touched on the possibility of a War Advisory Committee at the Centre m connection 
with any expansion of the Governor-Generars Council but he did not discuss 
this in an> detail with you His Excellency asks me to say that if there are any 
further details which you would like to let him have as to what you have m 
mind His Excellency would be very glad to have them — Yours sincerely, (Sd ) G J 
Laithwaite ” 

Mb Jinnah's “Tintatite Proposal” 

Mi^ JinnaVs letter dated Simla, June 1, 1940 — 

“As desired by His Excellency, I am enclosing herewith a rough note of the 
points I discussed with him on June 27, 1940, in the course of my interview — 

“Note : That no pronouncement or statement should he made by His 
Majesty's Government which would in any way militate against the basic and 
fundamental principles laid down by the Lahore resolution of division of India 
and creating MiiElim States in the north-west and eastern zones , and it may be 
stated that that ideal now has become the universal faith of Muslim India 

“That His Majesty s Government must give a definite and categorical assurance 
to the Mussalmans of India that no interim or final scheme of constitution would 
be adopted by the British Government without the previous approval of Muslim 
India In view of the rapid developments in Europe and the grave danger that is 
iacing India it is fully realised that every thing should be done that is jiossible to 
intensify war efibrts and mobilise all the* resources of India for her defence for 
the purpose of maintaining internal security, peace and tranquility and to ward 
off external a 2 :gression But this can only be achieved provided the British 
Government are ready and willing to associate the Muslim leadership as equal 
partners m the Government both at the Centre and m all the provinces In other 
words, jSInslim India leadership must be fully frireled its e^luals and have equal 
share in^tbe authority and control of the Governments, Central and Provincial 
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Prov 1 *^ 100 ally and during llic period of the %var, the folioring Ftep^ phonld bo 
tftben to comply nth the formula, namcl>, co operation nth the Government 
nth equal Bharc in the authority of the Government — 

^^fa) That the Lxccutuc Count il of the Viccro\ fhould be enlarged, ritlnn 
the framework of the present conctilutionnl existing law, the additional number to 
be settled by further diFcu'^'^iona but it i)cing underptood that the Muslim rcr’*c- 
Bcntation must be equal to that of the Hindus if the Congress cornea in oihcM\i«c 
tbex should have the majority of the additional memherfi na it is obvious that the 
main burden and the responsibility will be borne by the Muscilmanb in tlint oa»-c 
“(b) In the provinces where fecclion 93 of the Act has to oj crate Oflkial 

Advisers should he appointed the number to be fixed after furtber iM<Jcucsmn» and 
the majority of the ^on-Of^lClal Advisers should be the rcprc'^cntativc'^ of 3Iu‘^«a!- 
mans , and where the provinces can be run by a combination of parlies or ‘coaliuon*, 
naturally it would be for the parties concerned to adjust matters bj agreement 
among themselves 

“(d) There should he a ar Council consisting of not 
roemberb, including the President, to be presided over b\ His Excellency 
the Yiccroj I donT like the expression 'War ConsuUaUvc CommilUc’ 

Tins Council should regularly meet to deal withi and review the 

general situation as it may develop from time to lime, and advise the Govern- 
ment with regard to matters in connection with the pro'^ccution of the war 
generally, and in particular, the {uHcst development of defence poF‘;ihlc and of 
finance and to make a thorough economic and industrial drive On thi« bod\ it 
will not be difilcnlt to Fccnrc the presentation and full operation of the Indian 
Princes, and ns far as 1 can judge they would have no difiicuUx in joining U 
It IS through this body that the uFsociation of the Princes can be secured Here 
again the representation of the Muslim India must bo equal to that of the 
Hindus if the Congress comes in, olhcrwi*=c they should have the majontv 
“Finalh, the rcprecontativcs of the J^Iuscalmans on the proposed \\ ar Council 
and the Executive Council of the Governor General and the additional Ison Ofiicml 
AdviEcrs of the Governors, should be chosen by the JiluRlim league” 

^on-O^Iclal Advisers for ProvIncoB 

Yicnro\ on Mr JishAn's pRoroskL 

li C ihe Viccroy^s letter to Mr Jinnah dated Sxmla, July 1^40 — 

*T am much obliged for the pnvato and personal memorandum headed 
Tentative rropo*=ar which xou were kind enough to send me in xour letter to my 
Private hccrcta^^ on July 1 I note the points taken in Paragraph 1 of that memo" 
rnndiim, and in the firBt’Ecnlcncc of Paragraph 2, both of which you cmphasi<^rd 
in our recent conversation I welcome also the amplificatio i, as "putting me in 
fuller possession of your mind, of that conversation rcprc‘=rntcd by Uic balance 
of your letter But certain of the points taken suggest there mav be some slight 
misapprehension, which you will, 1 think, agree that it would bo desirable that I 
sbould clear without delav 

“As regards my expansion of the Executive Council, this would, as von nchtly 
observe in your memorandum, be within the existing constitutional In 

other words, any Conned so expanded would co operate a whole and as a single 
Government of India It is not a ca^c of striking a balance between the diFacnt 
interests or of preserving the proporiioiis between the important parlic® An von 
yourself indicated in the conrsc of our conversation, there arc parties other than 
either Congrc‘5s or the Mudim League who may fairly claim to be concidcnxl for 
inclusion, ond there ib a very definite limit of numbers to any po<=;'=iblc expand on 
At the same time I readily accept the importance, in the event of any expansion, 
of securing adequate representation of Muslim interests, rnd that is a "point wh’rh 
I would bear in mind 

“There IS however, as yon will see from my cxplanalicn, no qut^t on of ** 
re'^rcnsibilitv falling in greater or degree on any i articular «ectmn Pc'^j^ap^v 
Fibihty will be that of the Governor General in-Councd a*^ a whole Again, it riU 
be dear that under cxi'^ting law and practice it mu*^l remain with the Fc'‘rd''ry 
of Stale, in con*^ullaiion with the Governor General, to decide ipon cydi natrjni 
as we may submit to His Majesty the lung for incluMon in the Goterno’* General 
Executive Conned, and such persors cannot be the nominee® of jobfcal | 
however important , though U mnv, of course, be a«®iimfd that lya*h the r^*ary 
of State and the Govcrror'^Gcncral would, in all ease®, do that utmost to sdcct 
ivcreons from the vanoifs sections tflhe community 
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“I need not remind you that under law the whole lesponsibihty for Government 
in Section 93 provinces vests exclusively m the Governor, although a Governor 
can, of couise, take advantage of the assistance of any advisers he may appoint 
"\\hether, and if so at what point, and in what strength, Non-Official Advisers 
from political parties should be appointed in provinces under Section 93 adminis- 
tration, in the event of an expansion of the Goveinor-Generars Council, would 
cleaily call for consideration in the light of circumstances of each province You 
will, I think, agree with me also that the importance of the community from which 
Advisers are drawn in a particular province has a direct bearing 

Your idea for a War Council is, in my view, well woith while considering, 
though details would have to be worked out Here again there are, of course, many 
parties to be considered other than the Muslim League or the Congress 

Constitutionally Impossible 

“As regards Section III of your memorandum I ought, I think, to make 
it clear that it would be constitutionally impossible for the choice of Muslim 
gentlemen to be appointed to any expanded Executive Council or as Non-Official 
Adviseis to lest with the Muslim League But m the contingency envisaged you 
need not fear that any suggestions you may put forward would not receive full 
consideration 

“Let me, in conclusion, thank you again for your very clear and valuable 
memorandum. I realise, of course, fully that it is not merely private and personal, 
but that, in your own words it embodies a tentative proposal I am sure that you 
will agree with me that it is well that there should be no misunderstanding on 
the important points on which I have touched above ” 

Mb Jinnah’s Plea 

Mr JinnaWs letter dated Bomhay^ July i7, 19A0 — 

“I am in receipt of your letter of July 6, 1940 and thank you for it 
‘T am glad that jou have noted the points contained m paragraph 1 of my 
memorandum, and also the first sentence in Paragraph 2 I may point out that 
after the first sentence in Paragraph 2, the second sentence beginning ‘In view of 
the rapid developments ’ should have been marked Paragraph 3, and Paragraph 
3 should have been marked Paragraph 4 

“As regards the constitutional and legal position that you have been good 
enough to point out to me in connection with the expansion of the Executive 
Council, and also with regard to the appointment of Advisers to the Governor, and 
the position of the Governor, working under Section 93 (administration) I fully 
appreciate it I am glad that the idea of constituting a War Council, in your 
opinion, is well worthwhile considering No doubt the details would have to be 
worked out But I do not think there is anything in my memorandum which 
cannot be given effect to by way of convention and if the Secretary of State and 
'yourself meet us in the spirit of trust and co-operation, the legal and constitutional 
foimahties can be met and complied with What is required is the spirit of 
complete understanding 

“I am, however, grateful to you for your assurance in Paragraph 5 of your 
letter with regard to the choice of Lluslim gentlemen to be appointed to the 
Executive Council, or as Nou-official Advisers which ran as follows ‘But in 
the contingency envisaged you need not fear that any suggestion you may put 
forward would not recmve full consideration ’ On may part I hope that I shall 
meet you in evei 7 reasonable way possible 

‘ In conclusion, I should like to impress upon you that the Muslim pub- 
lic is very anxious to know what has been the result The Congress propaganda is 
going on vigorously with its work whereas I have not yet given any idea of 
negotiations or the talk I had with you to the public I wonder whether you 
will agree that I should place before the public at least my memorandum mhich 
I had sent you, with the corrections that I have already pointed out, which are 
merely a matter of arrangement of paragraphs ” 

“Most Convenient Method” 

H F the Vtceroy^s letter to Mr Jtunali^ dated Stir la ^ July 24^ 1940 — - ^ i r 

“Thank you ^eiy much for youi letter of July 17 in reply to mine of July o 
I note and have read with interest what you say in ^ , 

“I appreciate the impoitance to you of the point tj^eu an the last paragrapn 
of yoiu letter, I should, of course, see no objection whatevei to your informing 
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^onr CoiTiinittcc confidentially of ^vbat pa«;scd between \i^ nt our conrer-nMon 
(I may, incidcnlall> remark that I asked Mr Gandhi after rov talk 'aith hun, to 
regard our con\ creation as confidential but told him that I had no objivtioa to 
hia informing lire Congress Working Committee in conru^ticc of what had 
during It— a cour«c which he has. 1 gather, ndoptcl) I cannot help frdiUf’^ t* o i.h 
that must be a point for jour consideration in the first instinee that to m 
publicity to a our private and personal memorandum of a our ‘tentative propo'^aP 
might gi\c rise to *Fomc misunderstanding ns to the )' 0 <ition in relation lo the 
conBideralions mentioned in m> letter to aou of Tula 0 But I am naturalla 
anxious to give jou any a'^sistancc I can , though I \cnturc to think tha» iho 
suggestion 1 haie made might prove the most convenient mcdioi of dnahn„ with 
the position 

Mr Jinnah's letter to the Vtceroy dated Bqj ihay, Augst S 1^40 — 

“I am in rcf’cipt of your letter of July 21, 191U regarding the publnahon of 
my tentntue proposals placed before you Obiiousla I am awaiting a our rtpla 

'*So far as the W^'orking Committee is concerned they haic already got a fairh 
good idea of the points that were discussed between us But the impor Lance of 
the point IB, I am glad you appreciate it that how long do you expert me to 
wait and not give any idea to the general Muslim public, as to what arc the o 
propos ils 

stating to the press as to what were the EUggcstions that were made 
on behalf of the Muslim League to >ou and through \our Exocllcncv to Ma» 
jesly’s Goiernmcnt cannot prejudice anybody or gi\c rise to any ini'^undcrstandinr 
with regard to your position ” 

Viceroy ^8 Orrnr 

H E the Vxceroy's letter to Mr Jtnnah daUd^cn route to Ponna August ’» — 

“1 have had the adiantago of recent dibtuR'’ioii with you in regard to the 
general political Bitimtion in India and I have reported our conicrsations on that 
matter lo His Majesty’s Goiernmcnt. with whom also I have been in consult ilion 
as to the desirability of some further statement designed to remo c mrundcr^^tan- 
dings and further to clarify their intentions in the conslitutional field I am glad 
to say that I baio now been authorised to make the statement of which I 
a copy It will be published in the morning papers of Ihurrdiv Augu'^t 8 and 
I would ask you to treat it as entirclj secret and for aour personal information 
until then 

“As you will see, His Majesty s Government have authorised mo to invite 
certain number of rcprcscntalivo Indians to join ana Lxccutivc Council and thev 
have authorised me lurther to establish a War Advisora Counul winch would 
meet at regular intervals and which would rontam rcp’rc5cnlatnc=i of the Indian 
btates and of other interests in the national life of India as a wliolc I trip^' 
sincerely that you and the organisation of avhich you arc the President, will be 
prepared to join with me in the Central Government and in the War \dvicor\ 
Council , and I would grcalU appreciate it if vou arc able lo let me ha c a reply 
on August 21 at the latcbt I would hope to have an op| orlunitv of con vernation 
with vou in Bombay on August Id and 1 suggest that this would he a cop-enirnt 
opportiinilv lo dear the ground for vonr forninl rcplv I would onlv and tha* I 
am anxious that the names of the members of the expanded L“«*ccutnc CoupcjI 
should appear not later than the end of August and tho^^e of tic War Advi^^-^rv 
Council by the middle of September at the latest, and if possible earlier than 
that date ” 

Vierroy Ci vriin- Position 

letUrfrom H £ Oc Tircro! /) Yr Jwnah, ilafr i Axios<t 14, — 

‘*I think U mav be convenient for you to ha»c in writing the lufo^na^aaa 
on the pointR below which I gave you in our convcr^alioa to-d*' I iiforurl * 

in that convcrbation first tlrt nn statement cleirh sifc^ua’-dtd 
po'^ition in rcl Uion to future loriRtitutional dcvc^opnri* , sc oadlv tMt I li% 
providcti a ba*-^ on whidi the Muslims could, if thev so dr-ircd "<oo, J 

Centre Ar I explained to vou in our cadic^ vonvoatuvi I cai no vet no 
the i«auc of Urn province^, but 1 do noc contemplate non o'! cml Advin = at aux 
rate, at tin*' smgt ’ 

Aon n«kcA me the frchablo s'rcpg.h of the cxi anded ^ Urc Co, nnl 
I cannot, for rcasns nvhuTi vou v^-ill anprc'^ia’c ve i ndr af/' a p'^/' f ^ iv bu* 
the tola] Htrtijth of UlTCotri.il^wul be hkeh to iJin the nu-.hicarbc>:>J of tb ya 
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If, as I tnistj the Sluslim Leap:ue are prepared to accept my invitation, I iroiild 
like you to let me have a panel of names, say, four, i\ith a view to my selectinir 
two from it for appointment to my Council As I have already made clear to vou 
Sir Zafrulla Khan, if he remains in my Council, will not count against this fit^ure* 
It 18 clearly impossible until the discussions on which I am at present en °ao*ed 
are complete, to indicate precisely what would be the parties represented m the 
expanded Council 

Pakiui of Names # 

“3 The strength and composition of the War Advisory Council can clearly 
only be fixed after the expansion of the Executive Council is complete Here, too 
I should be grateful if you would be good enough to let me have a panel of names 
for my consideration on the assumption that there would probably be, say, five 
Muslim League representatives out of a total of something in the neighbourhood 
of twenty 

‘ 4 As you will appreciate, I am very anxious to take very early decisions in 
these matters and to reach finality as regards the personnel of the expanded 
Executive Council and of Advisory Council at as early a date as possible, and I 
hope that you will be able to assist mo by letting me have very early reply 

“5 There is of course no objection whatever to your communicating the 
information above to your colleagues confidentially, but I should be grateful if any 
publicity could be avoided for the present ” 

Mr Jinnah^s letter dated Mount Pleasant Eoad^ ZTaldbar fftll, Bombay^ 
August 24^ 194o — 

*T am m receipt of your letter of August 14, 1940, and beg to inform Your 
Excellency that I will place the whole matter before the Working Committee 
of the All-India Muslim League which has been called to meet at Bombay on 
August 31 and ivill communicate their views to you as soon as possible ” 

Mr J nnali^s letter, dated Bombay^ September 5 1940 — 

“In contiuualion of my letter of August 24, 1940, I beg to enclose herewith 
the resolutions of the Working Committee of September 22 in reply to your letter 
of August 14, 1940 

‘ Hoping that it will receivB Your Excellency’s most careful consideration ” 
Choice of Exeguhive Cotjxcielors 

H E the Vtceroy^s letter dated Stmla^ September X?o, 1940 — 

“I duly received the resolutions of the Working Committee of the Lluslim 
League passed at their meeting m Bombay on September 2 which you were good 
enough to send me in your letter of September 5, and I have now had the 
advantage of a full and free discussion of the points arising out of those Eesolutions 
with you 

‘ 2 I have, I think, made the general position perfectly clear in the course 
of our conversation and it is unnecessary for me to enter into further detail about 
it here As regards certain specific matters I would, however, put on record that 
I explained to you the constitutional reasons which make it essential that the choice 
of members of the Goveinor-Generars Executive Council must rest exclusively with 
the Governor-General and the Secretary of State, with whom it must rest to tender 
advice in this matter to His Majesty I appreciate, however, the difficulties which 
you made it clear to me confronted you m connection with the formulation of the 
panel which I had earlier suggested to you m the light of our discussion I am 
content that the selection of representatives, while resting with the Governor- 
General, should be based in the case of the Muslim League (and should they so 
desire of the other parties to be represented in my Council) not ou a panel 
formally submitted, but on confidential discussion between the Leader of the Party 
concerned and myself 

“3 I have also indicated the impracticability of a final decision as to the 
total strength of the expanded Council or as to the allocation of portfolios (a matter 
which must of course rest entirely with the Governor-General) until the replies of 
all those who may be invited to serve have been received But I have made clear 
to you (as I have also to the leaders of the other parties whom I have recently 
seen) my attitude on both those issues 

Lore Linlithgow’s Plea 

'*4 The general position of His Majesty’s Government had been made clear 
in my statement of August S and m the Secretary of State’s speech in the House 
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of Commonf; on An^u^t Ij It m thnt IJis Government nv^n^ 

erpinfcion of mj Counril niid the conelitntion of n V» rvr AdvForj Connnl n*' 
of the fjrct importance in terms of the n^^cocioMon of Indian pahlic opiiKn ri h 
the conduct of the war h} the Central Government and of the c )n^ iMitic nl 
jnachincr’v of the Government of India, pending the po Uwar invcFti*. the 

machincrv for rliuh has been indicated in tny slat^’mcnt and in 'dr AiK"* s 
speech iJiB 'Ma]e«t>^B Go eminent sincerelv trii^Jt that tlic ^luchm J/’v nc hG" 
the other parties anS interest*- which thc> have invitf^d to join the expMuird Cun^il 
and to pnrticij^atc iiii the AVar ndvicorv Council, will resj^ond to tha^ iinita on 
'Jheir colhborilion in both tho*:c bodies will, of roiir*-^' be cntircU without prrjud* ( 
to the con«^idcration and decision after the conclusion of the ^nr and on ll e bn«-»s 
almd> indicated in my fitalcmcnt of the main constitutional r-ue Itul II is 
JilajestyB Government trust and anticipate that tbej and (he ot’ur partU'i wlf^ a’^e 
represented in the expanded Council and tlie War Advi^-orv Counril v^ifl wil onu' 
the opportunity offcicd to them of iidlucncinp the course of publu affu*^ in o 
immciificlv important period which lies ahead, and, in so douur, will in the vo^lin,^ 
throughout the period of the war of those bodies, find a bacis for that Muc’^d 
cooperation, with full regard to the interests of all concrrnrd, on whnh ’hi 
post-war constitution foreshadowed in m> statement and in the ^Cvrcvarv of 
speech can be built ” 

KiQunsr For PrrMis^iov to IlurAsi Corrn^roNDi ci 

^fr Jinnah^'s Utter datrcl AVrt Delhi Sep^ nher fC, iOlO — 

**1 am in rcicipt of your letter of Beptember 21 1010 in repK to the rc'-alu- 
lion of tne \\orling CoinmUtcc of the All India Mukhin 1 eigne oi Bc) teinu** 
2 which 1 ns dcspatelicd to von with mv covering letter of Bcp'cmbtr 5 

* I shall place the matter before the Commillcc on fccpicmbcr 2b and k* vui 
have the rc))l> as soon as po«^iblc 

“Mav I now inform vou that I propo'^c to release to the ^rc'-s the co'‘rc-| o ul- 
cnee and the memorandum submUted bv me to \our Lxrcllciicv on Tnh 1 nru^ I 
hope vou will have no objection to nn doing so 1 think the publi an' 
entitled to I now and understand the mailer in its true pcrsjicctivc ” 

“As Impp ACiic VBi r ’ Bt'GorsTiov 

If E the FiCi rov^s dattd Sxr'la — 

“^ou a*'Icd me vcstcrdij to let vou have a formal rcplv, before }ou !c^( fn^ 
Pclhi to the resolutions width you were kind enough to send mo* ca'bi^r tin* 
month, and I ac<ordingh send vou a formal letter herewith I have gnrn tt o 
most careful couBidcralion since we parted la<st night as to whr’hcr 1 lould 
devise anv form of v ords such as von mentioned to me wlu^h would me^’ the 
purjosc wlurli ^ou had in view I warned voii, as von will rcmcmlier that I aiiM i 
]ntcd the greatest diflicuUv in doing so, anil I am bound to confess with re^rr 
that I liavc in fact after the mo-t careful thought found it impractnable 
knowing vour mind as T do, I have cndcavourcKl in the la^t para^r'-nh of nv 
formal letter sent herewith to do what 1 could to male the j€nc’'al ] '>‘^i!in i 
ckir, and I hope that that ma> be of a‘?*!islanco to von 1 iru^^ tb U in the lijil 
of our talks vou will now be able to let me have a definite dcc»*^ion o vt» r 

meeting at Delhi is over, and I trust that that decision may be a fa\our''bIe o ic 
for matters have now reached a e^age at which it is essential that a defnitc con- 
clusion should be reached ” 

“LrvGurV Pol^T Not Mnr’’ 

Ifr Ji IcVcr dcici litir Del) t, Septe^^hr Cj, t^in — 

“J thank von for tout letter of September 2't and I c'»'treaicl rcg^e‘ {b'‘t ' 

arc unable to meet me on die point which I rai^^od di ring ibc con*"‘-<" of c j*" 
conversation on the 2Uh, though in the coui^c of the di^ i t«ion yo i ap 
and rc\ogin*iei! that it was ^ vital jK3'nl so far the !1 istm iXn^i e vv voi* 
cerned, namrU, that in tic c\cn^ of «n. other par^v ’dmg n to I/' 
associated with vour Executive Count il to a'«ist in ihc ^ro'^c 1 1 on V ^ war i* 
should be allowed to do *^o on terms that ma» be approve! of aid c" to 

the Mii‘-hm l^a uc Pwtv as re wc’^t entenng into, so to a *wnr 

‘‘I thank xou fo** vour erdravour in the lac* pa'^agtajh of yoi fv’nal k 
to do what you co ild to make the gcnfal pocumn ckar, bi t 1 am p d<ys 

no^ meet the po'nt raised bv me and I cannot derive much frum p' 
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The U. P. Muslim League Conference 

Allahabad — 24th December 1940 

The Pbesidential Address 

Ts ifc not high time for the Indian Htatesraen to use to the occasion and 
make another attempt to tackle the baffling problem which »has so fai remained 
unsolved ? Does not patiiotism dictate and self-respect demand that a fitting 
reply be given to the (Biitish Government’s) challenge V 

This query was put by Nawah Muhammad Ismail Khan, M L A , in the 
course of his presidential addiess at the U P Provincial Muslim League Conference 
held at Allahabad on the 24th December 1940, in connection with the recent 
statement of the Viceroy and the Secretaiy of State 

Refeiring to the Satyagiaha movement the president asked, instead of this 
barren path, would it not be moie statesman-like to devote their time to finding 
a synthesis between the opposing views of the Hindus and Muslims about the 
future constitution of India 

*lhe western civilization, notwithstanding its great scientific discoveries, 
mechanical investigations and progress m stateciaft, has signally failed to make 
any valuable contiibution to the ethical piogiess of mankind/ obseived the Nawab 
referring to the wai and cataclysmic convulsions which had shaken the woild 

He said ‘How many sovereigns and fiee countiies have not been depiived of 
their independence and then peoples subjected to untold hardships ? The wai is 
being waged with a ruthlessness and feiocity unknown to history Even the tales 
of cruel atiocities of the Huns and laitars pale into insignificance befoie the deias- 
tation, agony and annihilation wrought by the death-dealing instiuments and 
machines of war, invented and perfected by the civilized nations of today It is 
remarkable that not only no regret or remorse rs visible for the vast scale destruc- 
tion of human life and property, but that the exploits of devastation and havoc 
are being extolled and retailed with unblushing pride ’ 

Turning to the conditions pievaihng in India the President said ‘No sooner 
was the War declared than the Congiess party which was in powei in seven provin- 
ces, began to get restive and put fonvaid demands and claims on its own motion, 
without reference to the other important and influential political paities , and when 
no satisfactory lesponse was forthcoming from the British Government, threw up 
the responsibility for carrying on the Gov^ernment of these seven provinces in a fit 
of temper and pique without even consulting the voters who had returned them in 
such large numbers to the legislatures, at the bidding of its high command whose 
ukases bear a close resemblance to the fascists decrees Since then the constitution 
has been suspended in these seven piovmces and their administration is being 
earned on by the Governors, assisted by then bureaucratic Advisers Ihere is and 
can be no popular support behind this form of administration Its policy is deter- 
mined and its decisions are taken without ascertaining the views of the people or 
then representatives Its efibrts even for the more vigoious prosecution of the war 
evoke no popular enthusiasm No attempt has been made to mitigate the seventy 
of the step that the Biitish Government was constrained to take as a result of 
the majority party refusing to shoulder the responsibility for Government, by setting 
up any consultative machinery or appointment of non-official Advisers by means 
of which alone could public opinion and feeling be properly gauged I am inform- 
ed on good authonty that the present provincial Governments have strenuously 
resisted and opposed the appointment of non-official advisers drawn from the 
public life of the country They are naturally loath to part with power which has 
been so fortuitously placed in their hands after so many decades We are face 
to face with a situation m which the people have no say in the affairs which concern 
them vitally 

‘What then are we to do, gentlemen ?’, asked the president and added T can 
only suggest two alternatives One is to demand an immediate dissolution of the 
^present legislatures and fresh elections to them In making this suggestion it is 
not my intention that we should take a mean advantage of the absence of the 
leaders of the Congress from our midst, but because I sinceiely believe it to be in 
the best interests of the people Moreover the Congiess leaders have been proclaiming 
from housetops that the present constitution is inadequate as it does not transfer 
^Bufticieut power to the legislatures and it is not worth their while to work it, though 
It may be observed in passing that they worked it, knpwing its short-comings, and 
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\Ton1(l ha’^c f;onc on ^TOrkinp: it had no* the ^var intcrvcn(yl Ti ertfo^e, thr^-^ 
tion*> fan he of no intcre^^t tc them Olic other oltcrmtrf* tlrt tl c Go rni irnt 
of Tndn Act 193*3 filionld he *^o amended as to provide for a mo^e icprt^^ntatue 
and n«j]oncive r nentne dnrin;; the neno^i of Fu^^penrjon of the co}ic^itn»io:> 

For the past fev months a LorKl deal has heen heard of foahti^n ernnm» ♦« 
being Fct up in })rovmce- rherc the Congress ^ras in po'rc- I do not kiu n ^rna 
the fouditions in oUier prounccs are luit in our orn jfro U]<'e J c'*n ^a that no 
coalition govcniment is feasible or possible vithout the coo]r^a*»on cf ♦hr Mu^lm 
Jycague parl\ It has therefore become ncre-^ar} to mete the po-itioi of ♦d e ue 
clear irith reference to this mo\c The Mnclim I ro*j;uc le^tehunc |art a^r no* 
precluded from entering into coalition vrith other partif« in the Ir i^l'^turi" j n) id/ \ 
the legislative programmes of thc'-c parties approximate to thnr^ hut t!>( » riu 
onh a/*/fpt the rc'^ponsihilitv for forming a Government in roalu'an ui h u*h^'r 
parties if thc% are assured of a ivorling nia 3 oni% in llir le^ islaturc'' ^11/ Fa-ir 
cannot, bore rr, coalr=rc with indnuluolfi It can onI> do fo unh tiv^ular di^ iph i- 
ed pirties ^ ith polu^al pro^ramme^ 

Referring to the f/^guc attitude towards war, Nawah Muhammad T^irail r d 
that the all India ^luMim Ijeaunc through Us council and rorling con mit'ce Ird 
made pcrfodlv clear from the commcnccmrnt of the pre^'/'ut war th'’* if ‘full 
cfTectuc and honourable rooj cration of '^Iu=sulmans’ drsircd h tin I'^itiwh 

Government it mu«t create a cen'^c of Fccunl\ and Fati‘^fa''Mon atrouf*-? tlun hv 
meeting their demands and 'take into confidence the ''lu«ilun I>»"a ur’ Uhr AG -hjn 
League still adhered to tins position It s as however, « ih‘'fattor\ to re ord *^1 
FOmc of three demands had been in a largo luea'^urc cnnrivh I h tiic I n' 

Go ernment h\ means of the dc^laratio is made l)y the \ n oto, anti Uic iroiom<c 
ments of the '-ccrclar> of fctatc for India , at the same time it wa« to re t» Me * 
tint the fulurc of the negotiations winch wore icing rarnctl on h\ tho of 

the Muslim League nth Ins Lxcollonc} the Vicoroj for an cfh'cti c share and \o'rr 

in tlic Govcrnniont of the conntrv had rot made U po^^ihlc for tho lo oTt- 

that full anrl honourable cooperation to uhnh it had flrd*,cd it«/lf on r/r*ain 
conditions Ihc prc==ulcnt ‘^aid that the Ijcaguc wa« fullv alive to tho growing mcna e 
of the international situ Uion and tho threat lo India invoLcd in i*" It wr'- v ith 

tins object that the I ca^uc had dended to give its coo» oration to tho fulF-t extent 

in the proscdition of the war provided it wa'- made j*o^‘'ihlc for U lo do ‘^o on hrnni r- 
able terms There was no question of non cooperation with tho war cTort as f«r as 
the League was ooncerned, hut at the same lime it demanded tho ncht of cootml- 
ling and guiding it ns an equal partner It was true that vhen India wa° m^ohed 
in this war the people of tins countrv were no* conFultcd but this was Pikn to the 
subordinate position winch this countrv to tlicir Finnic o^'^up]f'<l in the Bnti^h 
Common wealth of Nations lill we male an efibrt lo raise Oiir^'chc*' to tin* 
position winch our internal disccncionp unfortunatoh prevent us Lon dong o 
complaint on this store is futile Instead of settling our own lioi sc m ord<'r h> 
finding a pro] cr Bolulion of the intru ate problem which confront the \ copln of tl n 
countiv h\ means of disjnccionatc dchhcrations and fricndlv nc^otnlions, o ir Con- 
gress friends arc prone to address their demands direct to the third \ ar* Ovcr tl e 
of the otliur parties and communities whicli casilv tuns tlnm down on lie ] lea 
that there is no unanimity behind them and that thev arc in co ifli t v^ith tl e 
demands and interests of other parlies anri communitt*''' In s| uc o*' the rt 
received dulv, our connlrvmcn fIiII refuse to face facte and rcalitirc It is rpn*o 
apparent fioin tl c most recent pronouncements of the \ iccroy and tho Fee t*"ry 
of Flatc that no fresh move is contemplated In tho IJnMsh Government to si* s^y 
the demands of the various parlies According to these the vanois conni t u r«, 
intcresle and parties must adjust their diFcrcnccs amongst tl iirs Jvc- and then 
address their demands to the British Government. 

Tp U not hiuh time for the Indian stfitc^nien to lo Ih'* o f j tl 

make another attempt to tackle the bafinng problem which h'*® co fa^ 
unsolved? Docs no* patriotism dictate and self resr-ect dep and tl a* a fiUhig 
reph he given to tins chaHcngc ? 

*lhc Congress has reecnih launched a civil disobedience mo-cnen* rnd 
of Its prornrcni leaders arc now in jail Tins movement las f cwi ftar ed, it is 
said, for c vindieation of the right of fu^ Fpc'-^h, hu» ti c^c who have I ten 
clo-ch following tl c resolutions of the Couv^recs working conmit’cc di nr g the 
re ent montliF it is ’'hmidantlj clear that this mo-rme its real chjCv* i® to 
the disaip»-oval and re-rntn ct t of Congre s li e B j Go^cm^ent 

not rvccdi ig lo its demands and for bringing i^ctzd^c to hear UiCn the Govcrnmcat 
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for eliciting a declaration from it to its liking Sooner or later the general guidinn- 
the movement ivould also have to resort to Sat^ag^aha, Then it was quite likely 
that It would become a mass movement and would not onlv become a source of 
great embarrassment to the Government but might also endanger internal peace and 
security Instead of treading this barren path, would it not be more statesman-hke 
to devote their time to finding a synthesis between the opposing news of the 
Hindus and Mussalmans of the country ? 

In regard to the Pakistan scheme, the president observed that the Lahore 
resolution had raised a hue and cry among the non-Muslims For what reasons 
it was not quite clear except it might be that it shattered the fond dream of 
Hindu domination over India If the Lahore resolution was examined calmly and 
carefully, it would be found that all it did was to group the provinces in which 
Mussalmans were admittedly in majority in zones which would be sovereign *lhe 
units comprised in these zones will be autonomous as they are today These units 
will, therefore, retain their present character and complexion There is going to 
be no exchange of populations or migration of Mussalmans from other parts of 
India to these zones What do the Hindus and Sikhs then fear ? How would 
they be worse off from what they are today ? The Punjab will still be for the 
Punjabis, irrespective of religion or creed As against these two zones there will 
be several Hindu zones in which a fairly large number of Mussalmans will be 
living They are quite reconciled to this idea So whv should it cause any 
anxiety to non-Muslims ? It may be the application of the word ‘Sovereign’ to 
these zones creates misgiving in their minds This too is not a new idea which 
should cause any surprise to the non -Muslims If the demands which the Mussal- 
mans formulated when the constitutional issue came into forefront, first in 
connexion with the Simon Commission and later in connexion with the Pound 
ffable Conference, are carefully examined, it will be found that they have all along 
been asking for a federation of fully autonomous states, which very nearly means 
the same thing as sovereignty It may also be pointed out that there is nothing 
in the resolution to prevent these sovereign states confederating with other sovereign 
states If goodwill pievails and suspicions are dissipated, I ha\e no doubt that 
some kind of confederation will come into being Sovereign states in other 
countries have confederated before now So there is nothing in the resolution 
which should cause disquiet to persons not obsessed by preconceived notions about 
the form of India’s future constitution ’ 


Baluchistan Muslim League Conference 

Quetta — 26th July 1940 

PEtSIDESTIAL AdDKESS 

Strong criticism of the Minto-Morley scheme which, he nrgued, had created 
permanent communal majorities and minorities in the Legislatures, was voiced by 
Kaxiabzada Liaqiiat Ah KhaUj Secretary of the All-India Muslim League, in the 
course of his presidential address at the Balucliistan Provincial Muslim League 
Conference held at Quetta on the 26th July 1940 

The Nawabznda reviewed at length the policy adopted by the British Govern- 
ment in India and the representative system of go^ernment which was introduced 
by the Minto-Morlev scheme, and stated that this system, which ineiitably created 
permanent communal majorities and minorities in the legislature, was wholly 
against tlie aim and spirit of democracy He expressed ^surprise at the fact that 
both the Hindus and British wantonly used the woid “nation” for the entire popu- 
lation of India but the Muslims never demurred The Hindus asserted that they 
formed the majority and for over fifty years, derived advantage from it The 
Muslims accepted the position of a minority for themselves, and as such, went on 
demanding safeguards of their rights and interests The loss of rule and power had 
such a shattenrg and saddening effect on the minds of the Muslims that they failed 
to grasp the subtle machinations which lay at the bottom of the system of the 
government which commenced with the Mmto-Morley scheme and culminated 
in the Government of India Act of 1935 

The speaker declared that the Muslim League’s two-nation scheme was a glo- 
rious one and holds out hope of a splendid future for India, a future in which the 
different communities can rise to their full stature accoiding to their own tradition 
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and chnra^'tcnsli^B and can wake pTOfrrerB mthont nnv lidch nnd lurrPnnr^ T1 r'^r 
IS flbsolutciv no f^ronnd for the apr>rchcn*=ion that the condition of th^' 

Tcaidnij^ in the pro inrcs in rhich the flinduB arc in a mnjorpj roiUI fc 
and pitiable Fach nation trould hr* in a mnioiitv ami m po*ur in me j a'^t th( 
coiintra and a minonta in the o*her A balance of f-orcr roi Id tin*- err*' c i 
which vronld j^re'cnt the ma3orua from committing a^;.rc‘^«ioii In ra«c an fU India 
federation is cstahliPhcd according to the lUui'^li and Hindu rchrmc the 
would everywhere be subject to Hindu rule and in a bojfU^a po'^ilinn 

Ilcfcrnnjr to the war, Mr Lingual Alt Khan raid , ^In re, a*^d to tl wir^tb^' 
polic^ of the Muslim Leairuc is eWr It baa not non co OfC^'atrd with tit C»n* 
ernment nor bns it refused to n'^siFt it in the pro*=ccuiion of the rnr It h'^a oj* jK 
condemned German a<rcrc''=ion and expressed Fupj>ort of the aim fo'^ rlu-^h tic 
British Go\crnmfnt claims to be carrying, on the war What the Mi ^lin i^ 
wants from the Go^crnmrnt is nothing, iroro Oinn an r*‘Furnni< that 0 r ni 
whuh the British and Muslims nt:rcc to fipht for would be cn ayrd In llic 
Muslims in India It is s ud that ll*c Muslim I/'apic has offered condition*^! 
nnd cooperation Ihis is cnlircP wronp Tlic Mu^-lim Ix^a;,uc snnpla dc^irr^' the 
enunciation of the aims in the spirit of an nllv so that the 'dn^^hns n a^ rtal »e 
that lho=c aims arc ti cir own nnd they maa lhu« feel the nrj^e to fi^ht fo- them 

*'Thc Muslim I ca^uc has called upon Muslims to refrain from joinuir: tl e 
"War Committees for so lonf: as the ncjrotiation between the Pre^ <Irnt o' tbr' I 
and the Yiccrov is pro^rcdinp Tiic I/iague regards lbc*^e Commutes* wlioll^ in dr* 
quatc for the defence of India and the prosecution of the war liif^ a^'c not in 
a position to command and utilise to the full extent all the rc^'Qurers of the rointt^ 
I^luslims keenly desire to fight for the pre^^er alien of liberty and humanity slm d- 
der to shoulder with the BrUi«h Go\crnmfnt but tbca want to spend iheir rro lev 
and blood with authority and rcsponsioilily in a useful mannf’r They arc i o 
going to waste them ” * 

'ihc Narabzida afinrmed that Mu^^limB did not harbour an\ dl will 
their countnnicn 'Ihcy deemed it tl cir duly to ‘^a\c their homeland from fo’^nru 
allatlB and internal di‘:ordcr ^In a dnngerouc time like the present the ^Iu»iha s 
arc anxious to ‘?crvo their country and countrymen lie Muslim^ «:1 ould tl rrcV»Tr 
organise themselves for the purpose” He appealed to them to cnh«t in the ^in^-hn 
Kalional Guards 


Bihar Muslim Political Conference 

Sonhala (Bihar)— 2nd July 1940 

PrCHDrNTlMi Addpu^^s 

'"Britain has decided to continue the Mar until vieto'^ i« won But tie 
\Var situation has so developed that if there is anv country wbocc n oml n d 
matcrid nid «bc needs most it is India And such aid can* mo^^t cff*ctudy be 
forth coming onh if a trulv National Government is metalled at the Centre, lor 
an appeal from such a Go\ ernment alone will stnlc the ima,^uiat ou of the peojle 
and induce them to male all po^'^iblc sacrifices to win a war which will then Ic 
their own ns well as that of the Bntidi Id ns hoj c tha^ the intmicws wlu^h 
the Viceroy has had with Gandhiji and Mr Jinnah will lead to the 
ment of xsalional Governments m the Centre as well as m the Pro^incrs* 

J>Ir S A Bnlti, in the course of his Pic^idcntial addre^'* at the Bihar Pro'^nc a] 
Mudira Political Conference held at ‘^onhala (Bd ar) on the 2rd JaJy lOfO 

Pro< ceding I^Ir Brclvi said '^Hitherto we have I'ccn tohl tha* the gre^'^e^* 
olsfaclc to the c'^tabh'^hment of *=iich Gotcrnmrntc wn*^ lie lack of urdv ame^, 
the JIinduR and Muslims Me all know that that was a Ife t^n h 

was that the British Go\crnmcnt were unwilling to 1 art with rowc^ If •cvd'‘v 
in her hour of greatest trial Britain rcalwes the jus*nc*^a of the Irdian c^cna d 
for freedom, slic will ba\c lalcn the grcutc®t step forward in tt e ma^ch to ticIo^'T 
As to our internnl diTerencc^, I have not the «lvhtc*^» do di^ tha* tlr-c a^e cto *^11 
Tccourics of patriotism and statesmanship in this countr- fo- such diJ(-tr-rs to 
amicablv adjusteti a® soon as the lcadcr^ win can dclnrr tic go^-v^s 
that the free^’orn that is given to It dia is gcnuirc Ajar* fron^h ?, fr^drm 

nscurcd tlie imt mine need of fi^htirg tic cernou rc-ld cf Xs-* 

Will be a lo’cut factor m rrllMnr all forcc=i in the country urdcr o-c Etsrda^d 
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Wliat IS needed, in the interest of Brit'iin as '^vell as that of India, is prompt 
satisfaction bv British statesmen of the Indian demand for freedom ” 

Eefemng to the Isationalist Lluslims’ efforts to help to achieve Hiudu-Muslim 
unity, Mr Brelvi said, “Ihe Azad Muslim Conference held at Delhi and the resolu- 
tions passed by it weie the best proofs of the desire of the Kationalist Muslims 
not to hinder but to help the attainment of a permanent and honourable under- 
standing between Hindus and Muslims So successful, indeed, were the efforts 
made by the Kationalist Muslims and so genuine was the solicitiide of Mahatma 
Gandhi and the Congress leaders to come to an agreement with the Muslim Leairue 
that, had Mr Jinnah not haired the way of negotiations by his insistence on the 
recognition of the League as the sole lepresentative body of Indian Muslims, 
a settlement satisfactory to both sides would long ago have been arrived at within 
twenty -four hours and the country would have been spaied the humiliations and 
despaus of the last two years If national unity has not been achieved, the res- 
ponsibility for the failure is that of Mr Jinnab and his colleagues who have 
consistently refused to discuss with the representatives of the Congress the 
safeguards they consider necessary for the protection of Muslim interests in a free 
India 

‘‘As a Muslim, it has always distressed me to find a large number of my 
co-religionists being overpowered by the fear of a Hindu majority That feeling 
to my mind, is a thoroughly un-Islamic one For, Islam teaches fearlessness" 
Islam also teaches brotherhood Any policy or programme which is ei^er based 
on fear or is opposed to the idea of brotherhood must not be countenanced by 
Muslims Yet such is the policy and programme which the I^Iuslini League asks 
Muslims to accept I Speaking for myself alone, I would have no safeguards for 
Muslims or anj other minority except those concerning religion, language and 
culture and civic liberties which are embodied in the fundamental rights of all 
citizens For, L am convinced that if we aim at Cbtablishing true democracy 
in our country, any safeguards other than these will hamper its realisation inasmuch 
the existence of such safeguaids will sap the sense of responsibility which the major- 
ity owes to the minorities For, democracy does not mean a mechanical rule of 
majority, but a rule of liberty, equality and fraternlt^-~a rule, in short, in which 
the smallest minority has an equal opportunity of being heard and has never any 
feai of its rights being trampled upon and in which the majority identifies itself 
with the needs, the fears and the hopes of the majority ” 

Explaining the position of Nationalist Muslims as regards constitutional 
changes, Mr Brelvi said ‘‘We stand for complete independence of India, of India 
one and indivisible We have in the past made sacrifices for the attainment of 
independence and we are determined to make greater sacrifices, whenever lequued, 
until our goal is reached No settlement will be acceptable to us which does not 
recognise the right of India to frame its constitution through a Constituent 
Assembly elected on the basis of adult fianchise We also stand for effective safe- 
guards for Muslim rights and interests to be determined by Muslim members 
of the Constituent Assembly 

‘‘Ihe question of Indian defence is hound up with that of Indian freedom 
As soon as the Indian constitutional demand is accepted by the British Government 
and National Governments are installed at the Centre and in the Provinces, there 
will be no effort and no s'^crifice that India will spare to make the Indian Defence 
Force as stiong and irresistible as possible and the resolution recently passed by 
the Woiking Committee of the Indian National Congress at its last meeting will 
facilitate the work of these Governments in these respects 


' . The U. P. Azad Muslim Political Conference 

1st Session — Lucknow — 20th July 1S40 

Pkesidential Address 

An emphatic repudiation of the demand for ‘Pakistan’ and an appeal to Indian 
Muslims to get over their ‘minority complex’ were made by Alanlvi Abdul Majtd 
in the course of his presidential address at the fiist U P Azad Muslim Conference 
held at Lucknow on the 20th July 1940 

l^Ir Majid declaied that ‘Pakistan’ was a desperate cry of those who were weak 
and had no confidence in themselves ‘The Musums of India cafinot leave this 
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\flpt snb conimcpt every C0’'ner of bc:irB tbe «;»nnn of lb r 1 1 

order to confine themcclvcp to \n ccrt'\^ \ co-^s c"*' t' ' in 

The follv and ab=urdit} of Paljetnu has been fo iboronf^hh ctoi :\ I'nt I d) ik** 
^vnnt to ddntc iifon it he iddcd 

A^Ir Ma)id pro ceding; observe I lint the cult ual and p-Dlii * nl ; ri> 

Tndnn r>lu«hmp ^ ere exactly Uic ^^nme ns of P'c Tt^t o^ li bvi^ *\\ dd 

not cl am to In e ^cparitc pVoblcnn It fho dd no* l>c for^o**^'i t n* Inin ^ 

the cradle of man'V rtlipons and creels, the folloi^crs of rlu a rtr«' as v - \* \^* 
in their bclitfs ns the ^laBhms rcrc in thrir o>wi Ul’c e bionic p'o ^^i*\ 
j.coplc did not depend on difftrenees in rch^ions con\i{tio>n \)>u ivas tb r im \ 
the la^ancs of the present econo me pvs *m for dn Uurnntn i (/f fh I » h iU 
Muslimp ind to imlc common cfa.«e lulh thnr o her bre brrn 

'i he question of economic welfare of the Iiulnn pop]* and of m 

particiihr, ran cloadj related to the que-^Uon indt.p^ndrn< e 'ibe Indr j 'le-bt ^ 
could not therefore ignore or fIicIvc the problems ari^in^ out of tl nr i a^i ‘ d 
filru/dc for the nducicmcnt of cmiplcte frcc<bm from Brrnh rule 'InM i** 

would doubtlc^^s In\c to hud out foIu ions for the ]>robb nn diri ih rvir uw^ 
their own nlij^ion and communiU— J►robloms which ln\e cancr 1 am»cU in r -i * 
of their di«^tincti c im! rolltai ( role in lie India of tonorrov 

Hut, proceeded ^Ir Mqid the march of time would no" wait for the p^Mh •' \i 
of tlioir problems and he C’^prccc^d jus con idion that Indian Ini m* 

lost tonfulencc in their own luturc to Fiuh a decree that out of r mrioi 
thev wonhl start clnuounnt, for «cinraMou 

FxaTninin^ the f i< to’-s whuh had n\ca to tln^c fears ^Ir ^dajul InM a» 
the idea of ^lndlmB bcin^ in a miuoni was fostered In llip V i* he a (I 

their ai^cnts t if the nine crores of Indian Muslims who o m ,n a pr*^^ ^m.na’ * 
positnn in fi\e of the ino^'t imixirtant pro inccs t inno^ ilcfcud Ui^tr i. ^ <1 

interests on the basis of their own strength, no pacts and a^rernnn*^ rrh »h^ 
other communities would ever surcc^ii in t^nin^ tlioni Ib'^ f** U’^u t n 
desire Tho e who inspire a prnse of dtfca ism and h \ of ennf * n c 

amonf^ Mush ns in^^tcid of inculpuinc^ the e| ml of courage and 
and ccif ’-ehance arc llio worst enemies of their tomirnniU 1 ’ f’ r 

the Mn«Iiins of India lca%c their rninont) complex the lictV’- fi'* r?j I 

tlic coun^r\ No power on earth can j o -inlv depr vt tlie ''dn‘-hm«j of t. r 
rcluion, culture nnd other rvlus if thej thcnibchca arc dc aminel to sMt 1 

on their ' 

Pro ceding ^Ir ifand that communal or^amritions ucre hamprrn tti' 
ilcvelopment of unU\ so indi^^pcn'^able for naUonal indtpcndcnce lie a^f^ih 1 /o** 
the creation of common pIsUforms and o^ianimtiois wlinh ro dd ta Ue tic - 
Icnia of the mas-'C^, whether tbc\ were liinduB o’" Muchnic Hie oil- m j ri 
orpanirilion stni^rhm: for national freedom th^ Iminn National C j^re 
dcf lured, and nr^c<i Miichm^ to ]oin the Con/:rc‘=‘J in tlmr ^' 00 “= tnd« ’V 

however utiCicd a winnivtiial there were certain dement^ at tl c ’o > of the Ga ^ 
which, h^ ihcir narrowmii dedne-s had nuta ontr d the Uu* tin* i a 

reason wh\ the ^Muslims should shun the G}n::rc = Jim I ^ 

contributed to a very larf,c extent to tho jrrowth aud *icrdopmrnt o^ t1 n < i^r , 
*IIo V coulil re now’icave this national bDd\ m the hami^ of narro*^ (\r<{ cV 
who arc mnuencin^ it at pre'^ent Oii ac-'OTint of ojr «^ci ar'i ion from it '' b t 

Concluding ^tr jid «tatcd that jOitnne: the Coo^rrc'®, 1 th ! i v r i 

Feparatma from all oMier or^anir.ations winch aimc i at diC premn on c' d <U^r e 
of (he spCviCc uitcrcsth of the Muslim coinraunuy Thece fho dd be 1 

Cn tir^^ t\ s Sprren 

Wclvomim: the prc-ulcnt and dolc-.atc« to tic eonfere tce }>rr 
3h/ri/f A7 r }, chnrman of the reception comiiitv.-* d^aU a" luc* i r' i ^ -jd 

for a d^..Ianiion of e war am « of Bnta n whi h h-d no" *^0 Ar {p i ^ P 
At such a cnlual lime the 'It dm Ixrac c Ird declared ♦h^'" | 

FintCil to India nnd t! e qt w- on of indf’j radrnce eo dd ^ot i^c eo-'c l n i 1 r 
the communal pro ilcm remaned uncc""hd !>"* a*n dte- 1 Mud ^ r it- 

har^^lK 0 ^ the Mut^lim c and ,-avc o it to the world Mia" r ^ n ^ - 

f\l (0 a cept fi dn 5tati s if t^ c <o im" trl ^^tMenc^t ri v' n -♦ 

leave ^ ^du^Iin nimntv at the tie ^iirdn n v 

llie conference would, he ha\c to frame j v n t' ^ |»J ! 0 

haopcainc« I’crc^riiv lo fafc^uaM« fo’- Mrehm^ rhmmaa oA— 7d {» a* m a 
free India the intcrcirU of all the communuit^ wo Jd be safCj^cA^del TLc c Tc^cn' - 
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bet\reen the Muslim League and the Azad Muslims was that while the latter wanted 
to safeguard the real interests of the Muslims the League was using the word to 
hinder independence^ 

Eeferring to Pakistan, the speaker said that the entire history of the world 
had probably nothing ‘so stupid, dangerous and anti-independent as this It was 
strange that the Muslim League forgetting all its demands had suddenly taken to 
Pakistan in a great hurry and confusion* 

Madras Muslim Youth Conference 

Annual Session — Madras — 21st September 1940 

The Presidential Address 

*"My advice to young Muslims is that you should forget yonr religious diffe- 
rences, attempt to have one common platform and come under *tbe Muslim League, 
which is the only organisation of the Muslims lu the Country”, was the advice 
given bv Naiiab Bahadur Yar Jting Bahadur^ presiding over the annual Muslim 
Youth Conference, held at Madras on the 21st September 1940 

Kawab Bahadur Yar Jung Bahadur, lu the course of his address said, that 
if the Lluslim youth was properly organised and if true Muslim spirit was 
inculcated lu them, the progress of Uae country as well as Communitv was assured 
In the past, the Muslim League conSned its work to British India alone and 
ne\er interested itself in the afiairs of Muslims resident in Indian States He 
had toured India and found that in the States also Muslim community was 
suffering as much as their co-religionists in British India On the other hand 
the Indian National Congress had interested itself in States^ afiurs and prominent 
Congress leaders were constantly touring the Indian States and rousing the peoples 
there After his tour in some of the States, he thought it was necessary to have 
an All-India States Muslim Lergue and the work that was being done now in tlie 
States would yield fruitful results 

Proceeding, the President said that the existence of the communal problem 
was due to the weakness of Muslim kings who ruled India This problem would 
not have arisen if the kings had done their duty properly They had been very 
tolerant and the history of India would bear testimony to the fact that Muslim 
kings granted jagirs to Hindus and Hindu temples In Hyderabad, he knew that 
the State was helping more Hindu temples than mosques Yet there was so much 
propaganda agaiust the Muslim States Much was made of foraole conversion 
to Islam He had himself taken part in the movement of conversion and he would 
challenge anybody to give a case of coercion The Muslims came to India as 
traders "and rulers and had in den tided themselves with Indians Ihey had called 
India their home and this could not be said about the other foreign invaders 
Therefore, it was shocking to him to be told that the Muslims should migrate to 
other lands 

\ Continuing Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung said that all the trouble came when 
steps were taken to transfer power into the hands of Indians Up to the grant of 
Montagu- Chelmsford reforms, both the communities lived in peace and harmony 
and when a semolance of power was granted the communities began to fight 
The Communal Award was given and it was the standing cause for all trouble 
He was one of those who stoutly opposed the award as being detrimental to 
LIuslim interests The weightage given to the Muslim had proved of no use to 
the community 

Quoting profusely from the Holy Qnoran, the President appealed to the 
Muslims to sink their religious differences and become united Eeligious difierences 
* had, in the past, led to bloodshed and communal riots But if the jMuslims had 
truly understood the message of Islam, such disasters would not have happened 
Every individual had a right to hold his own views but no right to force them on 
others “Have faith in God and do the good” is the message of Islam and if 
every Muslim had that faith, no power on earth could shake his position in the 
world Once the Muslims lost faith in this message, their downfall was certain 
He was of opinion that the Muslims had lost faith in God and that was why 
they were in the miserable condition in which they found themselves to-day ‘'My 
advice^ even now to the yonng men”, he concluded, “is to forget your religious 
differences and to unite as one community under the flag of the Muslim League, 
which IS the only organisation which can truly represent the Muslim interest ” 



The All India Hindu Mahasabha 

The V/orking Committee Procccdinrs 
Fogpur — 10th &. lUh August 1940 

Tlif* ^Vorl in^ Committer of the All Ttvbi Hindu ^ d»' -* n* Xn-^f t 

on the lOlh 1040 under tlic prf o*" H’" II ,a ♦ 

ab'^ence of Mr \ I) ^ho r'l'? indi'^T >“»d m tn\ 

Mrmbf'rs tno C^mniUt^e pif-nit in^hubd Mr S nnn Pn*'* I M*''*}’ ^ 

(Cil^utfa), Dr ''rl ir Mr G \ KctH" nl '‘fr b 

(Amrnoti), Cnp* iG-Inb CbnnU'-i ^ \nn^*=Tr) dr G "'iibln I'ao (!> 

Mr Dur^a ( \ 5 incr) Mr Iiubn rc^nr’' of t1 f' I> Ih o ^ 

of tli^ Hindu Midm Sabin "‘I” llhar* Mnrn {Pntm) Mr IVdnnr*'^ T"*!! Uni uM*^^ 
nnd Dr P Varadartjuiu Xnidu (‘'Indm^b dr d Anc*' tin hop '’>1'^ % \ 
ivnhkir, Mr rirnapat’^ni of DtPn aid ihc Malnraja of Snt'^r'' \?crc tl ^ a 

^vbo attended b% ppenal lOMlation 

Pfi'OLUTIO CONPOI E>rr 

TIic Conimittrc pas-cd a rt'-olution c^p^c^'^nir df'^.p at t lo nradn of 

the Mnlianji of AGt-orc Dr Iv D H<d^c\ nr, or^umtr of iln Kn^htn a ^ i 

bc\ak niid Mr J P Vcrrn» Gcntril of Ibc Hindu 'lann 

Binom MfMsn 1 Ci 

llic Morlinf; CommUfee | n rc^^aUUion encior nur tG drnnnd Ui' c !y 
the Bengal Hindu Mab\ Sabin for ininicdiatc witlid’^av^nl of *‘rc ro nlc 
compluncd of’ nnd rc\i=ion of ^tlio anti*Hu du i\di< ll *' B ' *^1 ^Iini^*r ' 

'Ibc Committee drc\i the attf’ntion of iLc \ n cro and the Cuj c no’* ^al 

to the immediate nerd for lilin^ dr"’*-! c a< tio i, forbidding tb^ intr^” ’ •> i rf 
Snli Hindu n ca‘^nrc^ in tlic Be ual l/’^i'-la urt ” 

llic resolution as^;urci tin Hindm of B^n;.al of fullest in r r*- 

to protect tbcir ICintimale n ^ t« and intcrc^vs and tint, if oz dr ulc ^ it, 

it iTOuld make the Ik i"al strui^clc an Intba qucNtion 

Mr V (t Dc^bpa^dc of Na^pm ^^as aj)]OiiP(d (icicral *^ccrf*arp of ’Me All- 
Indm Hindu Maba Sabin in the vacancy caused by ibc dca^b of Mr T p 
Verm a 

Second Day— Nnj^pnr— lllb Arp •‘I P^-10 
l\Ku\^KhuKtz \rnTLnr 

Tlic Morkinp: Committee of the Hindu Afaba Fabha (n da^ npj-r^ t 1 n 
committee couFnMiH of Dr B S Dr B^'ama^ ra'^'^d r^\ 

Dr \ aradar quill Naidu to conaca to Mr F-^aarlir Pre*^ d at tic Hu Ji ^ a, 
Ibc MCI R of the members of tlic Morkin,: Committee in c inc^’ion i 'h Vc 
Viccro^v’*^ Ftatement ThcMorkin" Commut»o at tl nn^fd '‘D ‘^a^a*^! nr *o t^Ve 

ll c final acMon in the lu'^ttcr m the luht of the v c\ts o’^ tl c uve 

after bn intcmc^\ nth the Viccro 

Mbilo the Ticvr of the Vo-iin" ConriUke no‘ a’-a Pble to l^e 

it ras patl cred that the "WoTlin;: Commitcc 1 ^d rcr'l rd o ra cb *1 -1 
the Viceroy p ctalemcnt was unsati^-^ar'^orv and inad'’qua*e Hr Ihrc’» *'lala 
hovrc\cr a’*ould h<^ \ illirn; to ac''L| t Hn I ^ccllcnc% - efu’* ) ^CMdcu cr^' *n | 

OTcrc clarified Mr Fa arkar cctrd tea req ' e \ cro to dr^ a‘ 

after the FUiCC^^ful frrmn'' ion of the var DnnuPior F ^ rr dd l-e 

to India \Mliun a period of one vtir The Hi idu ^ a ^ a? ci orr-^i" •)a v^iH 

nko dcpcntl on ^Ir ^av''Tk b*'inii convinced '"Srr In** v ur *h r 
that in the t ro c-s Fak:!i»^rdin^ tie riM ^^nd tr ailc^e^ t^ c v ^ ^ 
the clauu*'* of the majontv a ill in to ic i^i^kd D *. ID 

Faaarlar rcMivcl ‘^a’ o’-v a»'‘=tnnrc- fro^'i tie \Kcaa’' cn d c“t rz u*' t^iU 

Fubniil to Hi^ L\crIloat \ a patul ^rom vihich seb kr-i ^^;ll u x lo** r 

Fhip of the Vicc’"aa f I \rrt xxxc Canned 

At an ufo^md i cr uu cf the jroan^T 1 Hi d F b a D-- lt^\ *4 jc 
morainp dc \k>v r^’, nc ru q ^ Dr u ^ - ir*c,c*'' 'r^ ^ '' 

BnM«*h Coar'^nn (I t ‘ho M 1 o* cc d rial o c v. ^dr^'r 1 c In rn 

veU ntcir oTv^ra^ "Merp a huh 1 p '■H ted tl '-r ^ 

nt d *1 r Hin< u Mihtin 3>r "'Icctuo, u* n ^ ^ ck ^ \ hxn k* ^ \hc ^ ^ r 

to Mr Fa'^aihak .nr a Irti^c lie a* P c lav d v ' 

3i 
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[ BOMBA'S— 


THE ALL INDIA HINDU MAHASABHA 

The Working Committee Proceedings 
Bombay — 21st to 23rd September 1940 

MAHASABHA’S COKDIXIOKS of CO-OPERATION!?' 

An emergency meeting of the Tirorking committee of the All-India Hindu 
Mahasabha tv as held at Bombay on the 21st Sept 1940 to consider the 
Viceroy’s proposals in the light of the latest interview between the Viceroy and Dr 
B S Moon]e, who had been acting as president of the Mahasabha, in the absence 
through illness, of Mr V D Savarkar Twenty out of 25 members of the 
committee, besides some Hindu leaders specially invited, attended the meeting 

It was understood that Di B S MoonjCt when he met the Viceroy, told him 
that the Hindu Mahasabha was fully prepared to cooperate in the Governments 
war efforts and in organizing defence on a wide scale on modern and up-to date 
lines, as they were not believers in non-violence and non-cooperation, being followers 
of Lokamanya Tilak They regarded the policy of non-violence and non-cooperation 
as sterile and non-constructive Dr Moonje also informed the Viceroy that the 
Hindu Mahasabha was prepared wholeheartedly and sincerely to woik out the 
proposed scheme of the extension of the Viceroy’s Executive Council and the War 
Advisory Council but he emphasized that such cooperation could only be on 
honourable terms, due regard being given to the position of the Hindu Mahasabha 
as representing the Hindu community 

Dr Moonje demanded, in Mew of the Muslim League resolution stating that 
Pakistan was the only solution of India’s constitutional problem, that Government 
should definitely and clearlj affirm their determination to maintain the territorial 
unity and solidarity of India As the Muslim League had been promised two seats 
on the expanded Executive Council the Hindu Maha Sabha ought to be given six 
seats on the basis of its population strength Out of these six seats one should 
be given to the Sikhs, one to the scheduled castes and the remaining four be 
allotted to the Hindu Mahasabha Di iloonje also demanded that similar propor- 
tion should be maintained m reheard to the lepresentation on the War Advisory 
Council Di Moonje opposed the reservation of 50 per cent of representation 
for the Muslim League on the Viceroy’s Executi\e Couucil and on the War 
Advisory Council He also infoimed his Excellency that the Hindu Mahasabha 
did not approve of the panel system and uoiild submit only the required 
number of names for the number of seats to be allotted 

The working president of the Hindu Mahasabha demanded that a provision 
should be made for the appointment of an Indian Minister of Defence If for 
any reason this was not feasible, a sub-coramittee of the expanded Executive 
Council with the Viceroy as its president must be put in charge of the defence 
portfolio 

Di Moonje wanted that there should be no commitment on the part of the 
Government regarding the distiibution of portfolios and that the representatives of 
the Hindu Mahasabha must be given poitf olios of import ince He also pointed out 
that the demand of the Muslim League that no constitution, either interim or 
final, should be adopted by his TMaje^ty’s Government, without the consent 
and approval of the Muslim League, would mean the granting of the 
power of veto to the Muslim League, a position which the Hindu Mahasabha could 
never accept unless it was meant to indicate that the constitution would provide 
reasonable safeguards for the protection of the legitimate lights of the minorities 
If the Government proposed to accept any non -official adviser in the provinces 
the Hmdu Mahasabha should also have due representation 

Kesolution 

The working committee of the Mahasabha passed the following resolutions — 

‘‘The Hindu Mahasabha urges that the Governor-General should not commit 
himself to any distribution of portfolios befoie the expanded executive Council 
is constituted This committee fnither urges that the distribution of portfolis 
when made should be made on an equitable basis with due regard to the impor- 
tance and interest of the Hindus ” 

‘*(1) In view of the attitude taken up by the Muslim League and the altered 
political situation brought about thereby, the committee requests the president 
without meaning any disagreement about the personnel of the panel, to withdraw 
the panel that has been submitted by him to his Excellency the Viceroy on behalf 
of the Hmdu Mahasabha in deference to the wishes of the Viceroy* 



~2i--23 fFPT, ’io ] the: vroHiriXG committit rnncn:r>L\GS :r: 

“(2) The Phnfh "'hlncibh'x ir (' ib ^rrirn‘**G of M c rx] 
Exrcntuc Counul \k fo^ncd vi‘li Uc Vt/r'*nv 'luO <»r i 

to bp in olnr^c ot ihf' 3\b r cc < 111(1 ♦bni Oc lii u j\ li 1 1 j i ( * 

adequate reprc-entnlion on tic ^nl) von)inu*<c 

Kcsolulionfl~2nd Pav—Bonl 22nl Sr;lirnbcr 1C40 
= s - o Co cm ^no 

‘Tvcsolvrd tli’^t in »ici7 of the o]*, ort. nit; Hr p 0 c ^ ^ Ur tl r 

f:,cneral militan/ation of the Ilindir '•ju’ fo^ of f f of 

India on Found nd up to dntc jvrykiti i*nc^ > I* t Iiair Ip i m 1 t o '» n 
self contained dtfcucc unit, the Ihndu A1 d ibln is ^ n n 1 ^ ^ ^ bhf ‘H% to 
%vork out lie Fcl cn*c^ of tlio c'^'parr on of thn \urro\ t mvi (^tii I n I 

the Y»"nr Ad\i=orv V^ouned, but on hououioUc if'rms of cqui‘\ tnd , ‘n , 
Filled helor 

**(I) In MP^T of Inc dfclirilioii nindc hv tin ^tirlnn I ra^pn of iIh Mr* i n<‘ 
lion, firm rc=ohc nnd faith’ ih »t the ] irtitmn of JikM ihr fnl> *> uu n tf 
Indus future conFtuution the Hindu bii! rr^hhi i r, tl c \ Kcro touiV^'a 
clear rnd definite dcnlaration that the Go crumtnt i ''ll tu cd nr nrccj ted 

oil} such propi il or Fthnme 

*'(2) (A) that in view of the reported undc’*r*in(hiv hr\^r<T tin \ 
the Mufclim I/nauuc that the I capnc vrould hr lucti U\o oi tin ] roj 
C'ftcndrd L'^'roUnc Council and fno Fral« on the pro; o nl A\ ar \d\rnr; Co nril, 
the Hindu Maha^^ahha clatni*^ roprc^^cniation of fix fc on the extruded I 'M\p 

Conned and 1") ‘^rats on the ar Adirorv Counul on Ur jr^ ulat^ui i •‘rr (I ) 
Tint out of ihn«e fix Fcats one bo ;.i\cn to the ^illr nod c m to the ^ 1 td ded 
CnstCs and the rc'5t be ^,uc^ to the nomincrs of the Hindu M«lr«ibha 

“(d) 'Ihis cominitlcc comderrf thn dLunnd of tlr Alirhm Ir>^nr o^ 'O 
cent rcprccrntation on the proyo^^nd Hxnrutuc Coum \ nnd cl frhr^* *^<5 in* 
dcraonralit, uncorntitutional, unrcacoinblc and prcjoc^crous and it rould ur^c the 
Viccrox to pne an rE^urance to the Hindu ’'lalin'^^'Lln that no ^ucli dunand tc iM 
be entertained ” 

Third Da\ — Bomha%-*^''rd SrptcmbcT 
roinicM HrM\>i)^ 

A Inclv drcuE^^ion took plate oa the 2'^rd Soplcnihcr ci tliC qi f^'tioa the 
Fclcction of nominees for tni fusion in tic ^lr(ro^^ Lxcritne Copinl Oj r ra, 
was dnidcd ^omc memhers fa\ourr\l tic leiv that the r-cr rh'^uld 

pro^'ced with the *=clcclion 'uhilc Air L D P^^jtni^ar and Air G* r jc* 
tmutcc to the mcctinp) Ihoueht that the niat^rr could f^c decided aMl c next 
mcclint^ of the committee to he held in Hrlhi 

^Ir J5/cpaf/ar adu^rd the wo^linp commit^rn to adop* a poh"- of 

‘responsive cooperation’ Alai atm a Gandhi wa'^ n^C'" ii ^ thr \irr-r» <<rd 
what the outcome of that talk would he wn*^ quite i nrrrt‘'m ana tl r d la 

would have to aO]us^ Ps ]ohc% actordiup to the circumamc^ lt\at m,;ht a^i«p 
Air Tar nndas ur^cd tliat it would Ic math to 

nominees until (he Go\crnmcntR dcrrion was krovin nad lh’'t tic fclc^Un i of 
the candidates Fhoufd be left to the pre^ dent r ur re ion 

The working commuter passed a rcjtoluMon ec tine fc'^tb the Ai^d^ci-pk-g 
political demands Tlic follo\tiue: r the text — 

*l»CRolud that the ftatcnicnl nrdc rc^cntlr hv H H ll c M-r^'cv ar 1 t^c 
Fccrctarx of Flatc for India arc hipbh unRaii’^f <'torx ai fi ui^at y atnta m tb»»‘ 
lhc> make no reference to India « rvlu to ii dej cndcn^'c wl irh j ^ /'<n occ’a*^ rd 
to be the peal of Hindu Afaha'^abla ^ tcTrc^cc rwcv to the pr^r* rf do^in!''n 
Flatus as an immediate step in couR’Uutio lal ad ^’iiCP irv^^ic^mI <• r 

The Hindu AfahaRdtha chim*- drniinon RlaaiR of lie \^c^trlrjE cr vi^ o s 

definite time limit not excc^din:r a ^car afi<.r the war 

‘ Iliat the statement n«‘dp the ciTe^t tl at tic IVitiSh Gc^c^nrer* rdl ro* 
agree to hand our tl c Ind nc’minist^'at cn to a sx' err of Go rnui r n vha<‘h 

will not be acccptallc to hr^c aid jrvicrful CKmc)*' 0 ^ Irdi a 1 fc rf’r'T 

clnnfnation as U i'* caj able of the n'rrprc ^t cn tba^ if the A^ ^hn i' ^ 

princes or the oUcr xcsttd inlr^^sts c]y'^s^ ihc icn c bg l r*' r x \*c 

of the mayontv in India lie fiitti crr«M*ul r <*1 ^d rdl ic lei’ up critic 

rights of the mqontx rill be surrcncc^cd to in x'Mr’ ill pt'u Ur 

of the ynnrijlc of dcm'V'racx r d ircurnc U to a irnuc-s ’o f' ir * 

* ilic lcmioi<T.> cxj^dicpcc s.gc-tcJ, nan d. tic cxT^riKa cf the central 
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Executive Council and the institution of the War Advisory Council will succeed 
only if a convention grows that the Viceroy will act as the constitutional head of 
the administration and all real power and respousibilty is granted to these bodies 
The Hindu Hahasabha notes with reiriet and disappointment that the Brdish 
Government even at this crisis should not be prepared to give up Us old 
imperialistic policy and states that its latest pioposal is hardlv of a nature to 
satisfy the demands of the Indian people In the Mahasabha’s opinion a »weat 
opportunity has been lost by the Government Ihe Mahasabha makes it clear 
to the people of India and particularly to the Hindus that in all its actions 
and activities it will be guided by a policy, whereby the Hindu interests will be 
furthered and no elements will be permitted to dominate the public life of India 
to the detriment of Hindu luteiests Ihe Hindu Mahasabha is determined to 
fight every inch of ground both inside and outside the Government to achieve the 
above object The Hindu Mahasabha will accept any reasonable and honourable 
offer made by the Government, only if it will stimulate and advance the Hindu 
cause and prevent any encroachment being made on the rights of the Hindus 
by the leactionaiy elements in the country, and this acceptance of the offer will 
not be consideied to constitute a bar to the Hindu Mahasabha carrying on the 
agitiition for further advancement of the Hindu cause and interest 

The Hindu Mahasabha hexeby calls upon all Hindus to support the Hindu 
Mahasabha by joining it in large numbers and otherwise supporting it in the policy 
stated above*, to organise themselves with all speed and oflensi^eness and to be 
prepared for the struggle, if necessary 

The Working Committee Proceedings 

New Delhi — 12th & 13th October 1940 

VlCERO\'S OeCLARATIOX USSATISrACTORY 

The working committee of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha concluded its two- 
day session at I^ew Delhi on the 13tb Oct 1040 after passing seven more reso- 
lutions, the most important of which lelated to the Viceroy^s declaration of August 
The committee had no hesitation to declare that the scheme and proposals outlined 
in the Viceroy s declaration have failed to give satisfaction to the progressive 
political parties in the country The following is the text of the resolution — 

‘‘The working committee having gnen their most anxious consideration to the 
Viceregal announcement of Aug 6 and the statements made by the Viceroy and 
the Secretaiy of State from time to time in elucidation and clarification of the 
same and having carefully noted the reactions to the same in this countrv, have no 
hasitation to declare that the scheme and the proposals outlined tlierein have failed 
to give any satisfaction to the progressive political \ arties m the countrv, inasmuch 
as it holds* out neither any tangible and definite promise of the inauguration of the 
dominion government immediately at the end of the war, nor the introduction of 
the element of responsibility in any form in the present cential Government 
immediately 

‘The committee characterises the principles laid down in the assurance given to 
the minorities or to certain important sections of national life as reactionary, anti- 
national and anti-demociatic They virtually negative the promise to recognise the 
principle of self-determination in the case of the people of India in the matter of 
framing their constitution given in the first part of the announcement and are even 
calculated to incite and encourage the minorities to insist on impiossible and anti- 
national demands and effectively impede the progress of the entire nation towards 
the goal of political emancipation 

‘ The committee hope that the Viceroy will take note of the criticisms of the 
scheme by important sections of the Indian public and soon come "out with a 
liberal scheme of reform in the existing system of central Government as a transi- 
tory measure and a definite unconditional announcement in unambiguous aud un- 
equivocal terms recognising the right of the Indian people to frame their constitu- 
tion of the future Government of India on the basis of dominion status for India 
in the Commonwealth of British nations 

^Thre committee desire to expiess their satisfaction at the firm stand taken by 
the Viceroy in dealing with the extravagant and arrogant demands made by Mr 
Jznnah the leader of the Muslim Leagiie in regard to the repiesentation of the 
League on the still born expanded Council aud the advisory council proposed in the 
. announcement. 



-12-13 OCT MO 1 THE VTOREINCf COlI'IiriEE rPOCEEDLVG? CO 

‘‘Tlie comitiiltco re^rc* to c'cprc:^ tlicir (liCT'Tfnco from tlio ot tiion of o 

Conprrc^*? ^vo^hn^; commutce cmbo^hcd in Ihc d nt IMmbiT 111' 

ContrrcFs v'orkint:: oommU^fc 0 in the O)nnton of th’*^ conmt inik I to tnko n 
rcohctic \icw of Uic Filu'»*nn ^’nd mto h correct Ind (0 Uic coui^'';^ lbi« c*^Ui m 
hour The hope of the poluicnl emnn ijtnuon of th*^ Indnn po'^pk d^jrnd o 1 tl r 
dcfc'\t of totahtonan forces nnii (he fikcc^s of the I'nti^-h pr-oplo ruU rhem tluir 
fate IS iruli‘^solnbly hound 'Jhc ^•ar Ins nor na^]ic 4 a rl cn thf' li hau 

people can no longer nFord to he nidifTf^ent to the \ital prohVni 01 India « 
defence The adequate preraratmn of the Indian nalio 1 fo” her national drfciuo h 
n matter of rital jnit>ortance to them liic committee ash tJ in nil C'irn(*^*nf a 
to urf,c on the Government of India to fully arm ^nd equip the ca intr% for tWiT 
defence by raising a Elrong national arm%, iia\% and air fon c nromi‘'inc the 
Go\cmmcnt nctuc cooperation and participation in thrir rllort of IndiiV th tee 
In this connection the commiltro dr«nrc to inMtc the attmlinn of vhc (hi cm- 
ment of India to the frccpicnt complaints published in pij^rs tha* tin rlaims of 
the Hindus do not recent adequate recognition m the rnatlpr of rt^rnUr'fnl ti 
ccrtiin branches of national defence aMnitcs liic committee emphatu all\ iinista 
on the climinaMon of all arbilrar} and artifuial classifiralion of the Indian pvojilc 
as martial and non-martial and a dolibcratc attempt should he mid»' to rdis* 
in the defence forces recruits of all cla^^scs in projorlion to their nuncncal elrc«in*h 
an tlie population of the conntry as far as pc^^iblc’’ 

Pen DmocpArp 

*'Bv another resolution the commit(*"c cvprr=scd the Mcr tha^ ns the fnt ^re 
govcniaucc of India Fliould be based on the principle of p ire dcmocrar\ and 
nationalism ns distinct from religious or p^-cudo rciuious principles, anv utimpt 
to frustrate this end either hj Government or aro ori^anisaiion must be resisted 
at an> cosP^ 

L SOTS TO IJlN’lJn 

*Tlic commillcc nlpo condemned Ine insults ofTc^ciI In ''lushm^ to Hindu 
TTomcn in the Sind and K IV I j^ro*'iTKfs and requested the GovcrnnKuts of 
these provinces to put a Eton to this mibbchaMour Ihe commit»rrv caMtyi upoi 
‘the Hindu youth to be ready to scr\o as ^oluutar> guards for the proirction of 
honour and person of Hindu ladies whenever and wherf^cr it bo nc 
Ku »opps niGVppivG niT>\r 


* The meeting understood that the ]niblic fcflinc: in the countra had h^cn 
consulcrahh agitated 1 }\ persisicnl rumours that the 10 Andhra di-tncta" of IGdras 
nrcsidcncv "aid four districts of Perar vire going to iic rcs»o^cd to c Nram of 
iladcrabad in recognition of war FcrMccs and the rommut^e thought it nr fsc^ry 
that (he Go^cmmrnt of India ehould make a public statement to allav public 
apprehensions in the matter * 

N moN M Militin 

‘The Committee was of opinion that the Goicrnmcnt Fhould at lie c rh^ct 
convenient time in future dispcn‘-c vith tlic Britis}) nrna of o^'cn^ atio 1 in India 
and take Fle| s to raise a nat onal niiluia ornccrcd by Indians liv iljo -^dojiMon of 
the pohc\ of conscription This sirp if t\ccr^^^T\ to bring dorn tl e 
expenditure in the xcars of pca^e in tic Indirn budget to a r^sonablc proio’^tinh 
to the total income of this countn. * 


IJisor Minoavs 


"The working committee im]TCP'cd iq on all conccrr.H the of 

Hindu a idows in rcnuincrnlivc work fi eh as home nurf ng tr-chin*, in ir'^rra'T 
and secondary schools, house keeping and htMl avork in factonc'* 


I Mvnras J 

‘The con mittcc urged that the ccnsi s o}cratr-c m tic M^dr'^c rrrs Vre*- 
should gi\c complete details of all Hindu c'^stes crpridd * fs r^'s done fo’^rurlv 
and ns is done in other Indian proMiiccs ins*c d of di Hindis r to 

main puh-dnisions oiih m-%, Brahmins and non Uiins ‘th*® ptfer 

Fub d’tision hn« been introduced | urch on ] oluical instead rf fp r-ta n- 

inc the truth nhont nil castes ^^d eorrmunUir^ comT^drnswJv 'He re’a'icns 
between the Brahmins nnd other coriinunitics a’-c iLc F^me ss Lstreer atJ 
communities amongst themselves* 



The Open Session of the Maha Sabha 

22nd Session — Madura — 28th* to 30th, December 1940 

The Welcome Address 


Amidst scenes of grandeur and fcstuity, the open session of the Twenty-Second 
All-India Hindu Maha Sabha Confeience commenced on the 28th December 
1940 at the spacious special pandal at Sethupathi High School grounds, Madias 
About 2,000 delegates and thousands of visitois ^eie present 

Distinguished among present at the Conference, were Dr B S Moonje, 
Mr Sjamaprasad Mukei]ee, Mi N 0 Chatteijee, Bhai Parmanand, Mr Hariram 
Sait of Aundh Mi S jN Baneijee, Mahaia]a of Kamgarh, Sankaracharya of Jyothi 
Mutt, Mr L S Bhopatkei, V V Kalekai and Sir Gokulchand Narang 

Mr Rainaswami Sastn’s Welcome Address 

Dexvan Bahadur K S HaTrastoamt Sastxi^ Chairman of the Beception Com- 
mittee, welcomed the delegates and the visitois In the couise of his address Mr 
Eamaswami Sastii said that in a warstiicken and miseiable world India had to 
preserve her soul untainted and puie and had to fulfil once again hei age-long 

mission of leading the woild in the paths of piety, piiiity and peace But Hindus 

could not do it if they lose their Hindutwa 

Ml Ramasuami Sastii said that Hindu Mahasabhn was not sectanan but a 
pan-Hindu national oignnisation including the Haiijans, Sanatanists, Buddhists 
Sikhs and others within its folds He felt theie was no iiieconcilable antagoni- 
sm between real Sanatanism and leal Sangbatanisra They must both work for 

Hindu social unity and uplift The aim of the Sabha was the protection and 
promotion of the stiength and gloiv of the Hindu lace, Hindu culture, Hindu 
civilisation and Hindu politic Its objects neie the oiganisation and consolidation 
of Hindu inteiests and lights The Maha Sabha, he said, was not a communal 
organisation like the Muslim League 

‘House or a Gkeat Nation” 

Aftei stating that his studies had convinced him that there were no such sepa- 
rate races ns the Arjan lace and DiaMdian lace the speakei said that the Hindus 
weie a home-boin people in India He then refeired to the woik of gieat lehgious 
leadeis and nionaichs for achieving cultural and political unity in India and said 
that Hindus had always shown political genius of a constiuctne type and a lare 
combination of political wisdom and i cal ism “India has been maiked out by 
Natiiie as the house of a gieat nation and unified people”, he added *We have 
both teintoiial unity and culture and psychological unity” But after the advent of 
the Biitish, the Hindus took to Western civilisation with moie avidity than the 
Muslims and hence became denationalised to a large extent 

The speakei then paid a tribute to the Con gi ess and said that the Maha 
Sabha had to come into being because of the inability of the Congress to appeal 
as strongly and widely to the Muslims as to the Hindus and because it had 
Biurendeied Hindu lights Ihe Pakistan Scheme, he complained, had not yet 
been officially condemned by the Congiess, though it had been done so by leaders 
like Ml Nehiu Condemning the Pakistan Scheme, he said, ' let us cleaily tell 
Mr Jinnah ‘India is oiu goal foi 'uhich Hindus will live and die It is not a 
countei for baigaining Pakistan shall nevei be while we aie alive” 

Mr Eamaswami Sastii then ciiticised, what he called, ‘‘the hush-hush policy 
of the Congiess in Sind and the Congiess ideal of Ahimsa “Let ns have Sante 
Senas (peace biigades)” he said “But foi God’s sake let ns have also Eama Senas 
(piotective wai biigades)” The speaker was against both the Congress Satyapaha 
and the Government’s policy of seveie lepiession of the Congiess batyagraha by 
the infliction of veiy severe sentences He added that the Maha Sabha alone bad 
got a lational and sensible piogiamme in legaid to war “Its way he said, is 
the way of lespoiibive coopeiation and not the way of non -cooperation ” 

Constitutional Problem 

Eefeiiing to the constitutional problem, Mr Eamaswami Sastri said thafc^ 
the Hindu Maha Sabha wanted a better type of democracy than the Jirestern* 
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type "We propose” he sucl, ‘■to combine politic-il liberty md economic cqimhty 
ind eocial fnternitj ” He then g-iie a survey of constitution making in India 
and the Viceroy’s offer “As a result of the deadlock’ he said ‘ the Cabinet 
expansion scheme has been put into cold storage 1 am not ^e\cd or this 
at all, because the really important immediate consideration is not Cibinct 
expansion but Dominion btatus for India 

Concluding, Mr Ramasnarai teastn said, '*In this great task of reconciling 
the Congress and the Mu'-Iim League and the BrItl^h people, I believe that the 
Hindu Maha Sabha will have Its truest function and highest reward Ihe clash 
of classes and communities must gne place to the united efiorts of all for the 
common good ” 


The Presidential Address 

The ideal that the Hindus should get themsehes ‘rc animated and re-born' 
into a martial race was placed before the Mahasabha b> Mr V D Sat art ar^ 
the President, in his address Urging participation l)> the Hindus, in the 
war efforts be said that the Hindu’s attiUidc to war must be guided b} the need 
for the militarisation of the coramunitv and jndiistnahsation of the countrv 

Mr Savarkar^ in the course of his address made a special apj eal to the 
Hindus to give their support in all elections to the candidates set up by the 
Mabasabha in preference to Congress candidates 

PA^-HI^D^ Movnir^r 

Advocating the doctrine of a ‘'Pan-IIindu" movement, Mr Saioilar declared 
that It was encouraging to note that Hindu Princes were evincing keen interest jn 
it “The farsighted amongst them have begun to realise tint their present and 
future interests as well are in fact identified with the ‘Pan-llindu’ movement now 
growing Btionger fiora da> to da\ If up to this time the Hindu PrincCi, failed to 
lead the Hindu movement or help it vvith that fervour, courage and religious devo- 
tion with which the Muslim Princes in India identify themsclvcb v»ith tlie Muslim 
political parties n India and share in the pan-Islannc ambition, the fault docs not 
altogether lie on the side of the Hindu Princes alone The Hindu pubhi in general 
and notably Congressne Hindus in particular, never extended an> tlie Ica^^t sympathy 
with the Hindu States or icahsed their importance, but, on the conlrnrv atro^al^ 
to themselves the monopoly of patriotism and looked down on the Hindu States as 
an impediment in the path of India’s progress vlnch the sooner it was removed the 
better it would be for the n vlion But the Muslim public, on the other hand with 
a truer insight of political realities, had ever been intensely pioud of the few 
Muslim States in India Consequenth the ^Muslim princes too ever felt that not 
onlv their present interest but even then future greatness and future glorv depen- 
ded on the progress and sticngth of the Pan HI imic movement kd bv the Mu'^hm 
pohucians of India ' 'Tt is not want of re'^ouices Sir Saiarfar added ‘Vlnch 
forces you to be so helpless and hopeless but iacl of political insight and political 
realities Yon have lost the political e\e altogether” 

Rlcogmtio:v or Mvda Svehv 

Mr Savarlar then went on to explain the position of the Hindu Mahnsnbha 
i/ts-a-tis the Congiess. the Muslim 1 eague and the Government ‘Although the 
Congress itself openly resented the charge that thev xeprcccntrd the Hindus and 

E roved their contention to the hilt b^ actual iv bctraving the Hindu interests a 
undred times over as for example on the question of Sind separaMon, the 
Communal Award, the frontier pohc\, the Hindusthain language etc, still the 
Government persisted in believing that the Congress and the League were equivalent 
ns a sum total of Hindii-Muslira representation 'The Hindus as Hindus not ohI> 
continued to be unrepresented but were pocitivcly niiB-rcprcscnlcd in all Govern 
mental constitutional deliberations But the grov^ing prc««ige, influence and effective 
acUvities of the Hindu Mahn feabha did at last impress the Government with the 
fact that It was no longer possible to look upon the Congress as a rcprcscntati,c 
Hindu bodj or to refuse to recognise the representative character of the ilindu 
Maha Sabba The Government of India had thus unlearnt the old " c^ination 
‘Congress plus League is equal to Indian people' and had to learn the new equation 
The Hindu Maha Sabha, the Lcacruc and the Congress h equal to the Yum 
total of Indian rspresentation He thanked Bis Evcellcnc% the Yiccro} for hanng 
decisively recognised the position of the Hindu Maha habha 
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THE ALL INDIA HINDU MAHASABHA 

“Neither Orthodox i^OR Heterodox’’ 

Eeferring to a recent speech of Mr Amery advocating the principle of ‘Tndia 
First,’ in which he said that the Maha Sabha represented the orthodox point of 
view, Mr Savarkar said — ”The British public as well as the Government must 
be made to realise that the Hindu Maha vSabha is neither oithodox nor heterodox 
In fact, It has very little to do with any ‘doxy’ at all It is not pnmalily a 
Hindu Dharma Sabha, a religious body Ihe Hindu Maha Snbha is the Hindu 
‘Eashtra Sabha’, a body seeking to represent the Hindu nation as a whole and 
includes all sections of Hindudom, whether orthodox or heterodox ’ Ihe recognition 
by the Government of the Hindu Maba Sabha as the most outstanding representa- 
tive of the Hindu view and the consequent consultation with the Viceroy held with 
its President is an event which is certain to have far-reaching consequences on the 
Hindu movement in general Because it implies the recognitiou by the Government 
of the fact that the Congress does not represent the Hindus as Hindus and that 
3ust as to ascertain the Muslim opinion they have to consult the Muslim League or 
any othei such Muslim institution which is independent of the Congress, so also 
the real Hindu inteiests, rights and claims could onij be ascertained by consulting 
a representative body which is independent and apart from the Congress” He 
added, “xVny Congress-League ppct can no longer sell moitgage or barter away 
Hindu rights unless and until the Hindu Maha Sabha is a willing party to it” 

Eefeiring to the Pakistan demand and the League’s claim on the British 
Government^ Mr Savarkai said, “I have no hesitation in expressing my sincere 
appreciation of the clear attitude which Mr Am ery has taken on the question of 
Indian integrity and indivisibility as well as of the firmness with which the Viceroy 
turned down a number of the anti-Hindu and aggiessive demands winch the League 
had advanced dining the recent negotiations in connection with the War Committee 
and the expansion of the Executive Council ” 

War Aims of Britain 

Adverting to the question of war, Mi Savarkar said “The Viceroy and the 
Secretary of State for India more than once wanted us to believe in their various 
speeches that the only objective which had actuated Britain to continue the war 
had been to lesist aggression whether against England or other, to defend great 
democratic ideals, and without seeking anj material advantage, to lay the founda- 
tion of a better international system and to secure a real and lasting peace No 
better proof can be adduced to disprove these dedaiations than the fact that they 
provided an occasion for Hitler to report when he was asked by Mr Chrmbeilam 
to friee Poland that he would do so as soon as Gieat Biitain freed India” 
Consequently, the demand of the Congress leaders like Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehiii calling upon Great Britain to tell their general objectives m going 
to the war seems to be altogether idle, firstly because Britain has been repeating 
those general objectives in the above strai'i ad nanseim and, secondh, because 
the declaration of any general pious objectives cannot be worth a brass farthing 
unless it IS immediately tianslated into action, wherever it is possible to do so, 
as England could have done in the case of India by granting her a democratic 
and flee constitution But she did nothing of the soit Political science and history 
both illustiate the fact that no constitution or social system can be beneficial under 
all circumstances and for all alike No people aie so attacked to democracy and 
to individual libeity as the British so far as their own nation is concerned But 
under war conditions did they not throw their democratic conceptions and consti 
tution overboard in a day and vote for almost an undiluted dictatorship ? ’ 

Ml Savarkar proceeded “There is no meaning calling upon Indians that it 
IS then duty to fight Germany simply because they aie totalitanans or to love 
the French or the English oi the Ameiicans simply because they are Democrats or 
Eepublicans The sanest policy for us which practical politics demand is to befuend 
those who are likely to serve our country’s interest in spite of any ‘ism’ they follow 
for themselves and to befuend them only so long as they serve our purpose” 

The bogey of the Germans conqueiing India with which the English try to 
frighten Indians out of their wits should nob be taken too seriously into considera- 
tion in framing the immediate policy in regard to the war situation As things 
stood, it was not very likely, nay, altogethei improbable, that in this war England- 
would be defeated so disastrously as to be compelled to hand over her Indian 
Empire into German hands The English weie assuiing the whole world that :fhey 
were sure to crush Hitler m the long run while in the same breadth they told us 
“Help us or the Germans are sure to conquer India ” The fact is that if ever the 
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Englislimen really come to feel f'O helpless that \ 71 tbout oiir help they were sure to 
lo=e Ijidia they would offer us uot onl> the Dominion Status but some of tbcir 
colonies and possessions as they arc doing to day in the case of America 

The speaker then proceeded to point out "that none need bo frightened of a 
hypothetical problem such as what would happen to India in the event of British 
withdrawal from India, a ci\il war in India aim widespread Hindu-Muslim clashes 

Our FUTUPE Fpogpamme 

“In framing our programme so far as it lies in our power, our onl} considera- 
tion should be bow best we can take advantage of tbc war situation to promote 
our own interests, how best we can help ourselves in safeguarding and if possible 
e\en in promoting the Hindu cause In doing so we should take great care not to 
indulge in any idle, useless and harmful bombast by roaling light of our over- 
whelming weakness on the one hand os well as not to underrate on the other 
whatever strength we even now possess ” 

Continuing bis address, Mr SavarLar dwelt on the methods by which India 
could attain her independence An armed revolt on a national scale was an impos 
sibihty Consequently not on any moral grounds, but on the grounds of pracUcal 
politics, the Maha Sabfaa was compelled not to concern itself witn any programme 
involving any armed resistance 

CnticiBing the policy of non-violence, Mr Bavarkar said, **Of course relatne 
non-violence is doubtless a virtue so preeminently contributing to human good as to 
form one of the fundamentals on which hdman life whether individual or social, 
can take its stand and evolve all social amenities But ab'^olutc non-violence that 
18 , non-violence under all circumstances, and even when instead of helping human 
life, whether individual or national, it causes incalcul iblc harm to humanity ns a 
whole, ought to be condemned as a moral perversity ‘‘Call it a law of natntc or 
the will of God as yo;i hke“ he said, "the iron fact remains that there is no room 
for absolute non-violence in nature Man could not have saved himself from utter 
extinction nor could he have led any but the precarious and wretched life of a 
coward and a worm had he not succeeded in adding the strength of artificial arms 
to hiB natural arms The lesson is branded in every page of human history that 
the nations which, other things being equal, are superior in military strength are 
bound to survive, flourish and dominate while those which ate militarily weak shall 
be politically subjected and cease to exist at all “ 

The Most Cp\ikg Need 

Appealing to the Hindus to offer all legitimate opposition Ho this vicious 
principle in their own interests ” the speaker declared, “we must whin up military 
enthusiasm amongst the Hindus Tiiat is the most crying need of to-day and must 
form the chief plank of the Hindu feanghatanist platform ” 

Mr Bavarkar urged the Hindus to utilise the opportunities afforded by the war 
to the militarisation and industrialisation of the community ‘ I feel no hesitation, “ 
he said, "in proposing that the best way of utilising the opportunities which the 
war has afforaed to us cannot be any other than to participate in all war efforts 
which the Government are compelled bv circumstances to put forth m so 
far as they help in bringing about the industnalisation and roilUari'^ation of 
our people Fortunately for us facilities are thrown open to us m thi*^ direction 
within a single year in consequence of the war which we could not find during 
the last fifty years and could not have hoped to secure by empty protests and 
demands for the next fifty years to come’ 

Mr Bavarkar added that the results of participating in war efforts had so far 
proved satisfactory 'In examining these results", lie said, "wc must bear in mind 
that the British are raising these military forces and encouraging indnctrial deve- 
lopment so far as it helps their war effoits with no aUrui^tic motives of helping the 
Indians Wc are also participating in these war efforts or at any rate arc not out 
to oppose them, with no intention of helping the BnU«h but of helping ourselves 
I have put the situation almost bluntly in the above manner to counter the politi- 
cal folly into which the Indian public is accustomed to indulge in thinking that 
because Indian interests arc opposed to British interests in general, any step m 
which we join hands with the British Government must ncf'es’^anly be an act of 
surrender, anti-nalional, of plaving into Bnlish hands and that co-operalion ritli 
the British Government in any case and under all circumstances is unpatriotic and 
condcmnable " 

Mr Bavarkar regretted there were very few Hindus m the Navy The Fabha 
35 
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was already carrying on an agitation for the reciuitment of more Hindus in the 
Navy Consequently the Government had promised to recruit Hindus in Naval 
sei vices without any distinction and had also admitted that the Hindus were showino- 
more inclination to ]Oin the Navy “ 

So far as the question of compulsory military education in colleges and high 
schools was concerned, Mr Savarkai said, the Government of India was still 
following ‘obstructive tractics ' The Senates of almost all the leading universities m 
India had passed resolutions favoiuing compulsory military tiaiuing He hoped 
Government would revise their policy in this respect and do the needful 

Satyagraha Campaign 

Ml Savarkar, turning to the satyagraha campaign on the Congress, asked, “What 
is the alternative programme to the one adopted by the Hindu Maha Sabha ? 
Shouting some slogans and going into the jails ? I appreciate the motive of 
those patriotic men in the Congress , I sympathise with their sufferings But I 
must plainly state that they have made a mess of all political movements and 
the satyagraha they have now launched can bring no substantial good to the 
country It is to some extent useful and was peihaps meant to serve as a stunt 
for the next elections, Aie the Hindu Sanghatanists going to adopt a counter 
stunt ? We would hare been justified in doing that too, But the Hindu Maha 
Sabha as an organisation cannot do two things at one and the same time If 
it participated in the uai efforts with a view to reap the most substantial benefits 
in militarising the Hindus and allies itself with the Government to that extent, 
it cannot as an organisation take to any civil lesistance which act will directly 
prove detrimental to our fiist and greater objective You cannot both eat and 
have the cake too Of course the Hindu Maha Sabha can resoit to civil lesistance 
if the action is more profitable than the two gieat objectives of uhich it seeks, the 
militarisation and mdustiialisation of the countiy 

PoLiTicAii Demands 

In concluding his address, Mr Savarkai dwelt on the political demands of 
the Maha Sabha “I must make it clear’^ he said, "that the demands forwarded 
by the Hindu Maha Sabha were not slighted by the Government We ask them 
to make a declaration that within one year’s time after the cessation of the war 
Dominion Status shall be gianted Now the Viceioy and the Secietary of State 
have both made it clear that India shall be raised to the position of a self- 
governing unit of the Commonwealth, which they call Biitish, but I claim must 
be called Indo-Britisb, on equal footing immediately after the war and at the 
shortest interval possible We wanted a declaration from the Government that 
they would not encourage the scheme of breaking up the integrity of India Under 
the pressure of Hindu Alaha Sabha alone Mi Amery has made a clear declaration 
to that effect m his speech on ‘India First* So far'as oiu military demands are 
concerned, they are almost all aie being acted upon at least uptill now The 
militaiy service is thiown open to all caste and cieed alike The Hindu Maha 
Sabha is already recognised by the Government as the foiemost repiesentative body 
of the Hindus The only point on which the Government is still harping is the 
fact that they aie throwing the responsibility of fiaming a constitution on the 
Indians and insisting that unless all Indian parties unite, the minority and the 
majority, produce a compromise unanimously voted for, no constitution could be 
flamed But we shall fight out this specious aigument in right time There is 
^€very likelihood that on this point too, the Government will ha\e to yield to the 
most reasonable demand of the Hindu Maha Sabha In shoit, I find no detail 
or issue impoitant enough to compel us to resoifc to civil resistance at the sacrifice 
of the impoitant facilities we have gained and the oppoitunity that has presented 
to us enabling us to effect the militaiisation of the Hindus to a substantial 
extent *’ Mr Satarkar commended to the Maha Sabha the progiamme which was 
^recommended by the Working Committee of the Maha Sabha at its meeting held 
in November last 

Earlier m his address Mr Savarkar referred to the position of Hindus in 
Sind and deplored that the Government of India had not done all they could for 
the protection of the Hindus He asserted that the Congress Paity m Smd was 
equally responsible to the situation prevailing there ^ 

^ Resolutions — 2iid Day — Madura — 29th December 1940 ^ ^ 

- The Hindu Maha Sabha Conference passed to day by an overwtelming 
majority, only four voting agamst, a resolution moved by Mr* JS\ Q. Chatterjeo 
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demanding that the British Government should make a declaration before March 
51, 1941 that they would grant Dominion Status of the Statute of MVtminslcr 
variety within a \ear after the cessation of the war and also announce that the 
Pakistan scheme will not be entertained the Government railing such a 
declaration, the Maha Sabba, the resolution declared, nould consider the ncccs-it> 
of direct action Owing to prolonged discussion in the Subjects Committee the 
open session of the l^Iaha fcabha met to da\ only at 5 p m Mr SatarJ ar 
presiding Non controversial resolutions were taken up first 

CONDOIEXCE 

The first re'^olution, which was moved from the chair, was one of condolence 
on the death of the late Maharaja of Myso)et the Maharaja of KoUtapur^ Ifr 
Pamnani of Siiidh^ Mr Bahrain Dhaivan of the Frontier ProMiicc, 5/r Hart*^h 
Chandra MuJherjec of Bengal and Mr Anjancyalxi of Andhra Desa and otbers 
The resolution was passed, the \Nhole gathering standing in silence 

EnirASE or Hindd Pouticals 

The next resolution demanded the immediate and unconditional release of 
Hindu political prisoners and the recalling forthwith of political exiles A fccUoii 
of delegates pointed out that the resolution would be meaningless, in view of the 
fact that the Maba Sabba itself proposed launching direct action within three 
months if its demands were not met that period 

The President explained that the resolution concerned only such politicals who 
claimed to be Hinuii Maha Sabhaites including those who ha\e been in jail for 
many years now The resolution was cventuallj earned b> a majontj 

Communal Aw^vrd CoNorMNUD 

The third resolution was moved by Mr M F Scctharamtah, Secret ara of 
the Tamil Nad Hindu Maha Sabha Ihe resolution reiterated the condemnation of 
the Communal Award as anti-national and undemocratic and unfair to the iiindus 
particularly in the proMnees of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and Assam and gave cxccssno 
weightage to the Muslims and other non-Hindus and declared that there would 
be no peace in the country until and unless the award was annulled 

The resolution was seconded by Dr Sti Gohulchand Narang of the Punjab who 
made a historical survey of the origin of the Award He referred to what lie called 
the appeasement policy adopted b> the Congress Ministries in Jyladras and Bihar 
to satisfy Muslims when the same spirit was not reciprocated by the Muslim 
Prime Ministei in the Punjab He pointed out that the Communnr Award could 
not be easily set aside There were onlj two wa^s of doing that , one to currj 
favour with the Go\ernment by afUiming and demonstrating their loyalty to 
the Go\einment or secondly bj showing that tbev were sulhcienth strong to 
enforce tbeir demand The Hindus were constitutionally incapable of the first 
course Therefore they should compose their internal differences and close their 
ranks forgetting their diffeicnces He added that the Congress would neicr come 
to their help in this regard for there was no change of attitude among Congress 
leaders despite past experience E\ery gesture on their part to win the Muslims 
in order to achic\e Hindu-Mushm unity was mistaken by Muslims as cowardice 

Mr S N Bannerjee of Calcutta further supported the icsolulion and 
explained how the Award had operated to the detriment of the interests of Hindus 
in Bengal The resolution was carried 

Dominion Status Demanded aftet Wat 

Mr N C Chatterjec from Bengal moved the main resolution on the political 
situation which, inter aha, stated that the Hindu Maha Sabba appreciated the 
recognition by the Viceroy and the Secretary of State that the political situation ui 
the country could not be patisfactonly met without the co operation of the Hindu 
Maha Sabba which was the most outstanding body representing Hindu interests 

The resolution added that, ‘‘while reiterating its faith in the goal of complete 
independence, the Hindu Maha Sabba is prepared to accept Dominion Status of the 
Westminster variety ns the immediate step The Maha Sabba, however considers 
that the declarations made from time to time by the Viceroy and the Secretary 
of State on the constitutional question are vague, inadequate and unsatisfactory, 
and the INlaha Sabba therefore urges the Government to make an immediate and 
clear declaration that Dominion Status, as contemplated m the Statute of West- 
minster, shall be conferred on India within one year of the termination of the 
avar, and the constitution shall bo so framed as to ensure the integrity and 
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indirisibility of India as a State and a nation, and while providing legitimate 
safeguards for the protection of the rights and interests of the minorities, it shall 
not in any manner adveisely affect the rights and inteiests of the ma]oiity in India 
“Still the Maha Sabha strongly condemns the attitude taken up both by the 
Indian and the Biitish Government in maintaining that they would not entertain 
an> constitutional scheme unless and until it was agreed to by the Miishm 
minority in India inasmuch as such an attitude virtually invests the minority 
with a power to dictate to the ma]ority or veto all piogress, a principle which is 
preposterous, undemocratic in theoiy and is bound to be most detrimental to the 
legitimate Hindu interests in practice Consequently the Maha Sabha demands 
the abandonment of this attitude and uiges that the constitution be framed on 
demociatic lines as framed by the League of Nations 

“While recognising that the British Government have made some attempts 
to increase the strength of the Indian Aimy and to mechanise the same the 
Hindu Maha Sabha is of opinion that such attempts aie wholly inadequate and 
insufficient for the protection of India from external aggression, and for the 
maintenance of internal older The Defence Policy must be actuated first by the 
considerations of the welfaie of India herself and not suboidmated to British 
inteiests 

“The Maha Sabha calls upon the Government to acceleiate the increase of 
the Army and Navy and to recruit Hindus for the said seivices in all the branches 
in proportion to their numeiical strength 

“The Hindu Maha Sabha condemns the action of the Government in show- 
ing favouritism to Muslims in the matter of recruitment. 

Pakistan 

^The Hindu Maha Sabha also calls upon the Government to make military 
training compulsory for Indian youths in scools, colleges and universities and 
supply them with necessary aims and ammunitions and further asks for the 
repeal of the Arms Act which must be brought into same line as in England 

“The Hindu Maha Sabha, in this connection, calls upon the Government to 
encourage and promote the establishment of factoiies m India with Indian capital 
and under Indian control wheie all implements of uar, for example, Aero Engines, 
Aeioplanes, Motor Engines, Tanks modern armaments and Equipments will be 
manufactured and also to provide for and assist in shipbuilding m India without; 
further delay 

“The Hindu Maha Sabha condemns the attitude of the British Government 
in not making a clear announcement of its opposition to the scheme of Pakistan 
in spite of the repeated declarations that are made by the Muslim government 
and its leaders that Pakistan is the only solution of the communal pxoblem in 
India and it has made its determination and fum lesolve that it would do every- 
thing in its powei to secure their demand of Pakistan The Hindu Maha Sabna 
therefoie urges upon the British Government immediately the necessity of making 
a clear decHiation that the scheme of Pakistan will not be entertained and tolera- 
ted by the Government 

“In case Government fails to make a satistactory response to the demands 
embodied in this lesolution before the 31st of March 1941 the Maha Sabha will 
start a movement of direct action and hereby appoints a Committee of the following 
gentlemen for devising ways and means for starting and conducting the movement 
immedately after the lapse of the period (1) Bainster Savarkaiy (2) Dr Mooker- 
jee (3) Dr Moonje^ (4) Mr Khaparde^ and (5) Mr Deshyande with powers to 
co-opt. 


Eesolution on Communal Question 

“Whereas the Hindu jMaha Sabha firmly holds the view that so long as the 
attitude of the British Government towards India remains unchanged and its 
anti-Hindu policy is not altered, the Hindu Maha Sabha cannot belike in the 
sincerity of the avowed war aims of England, namely, that England has taken 
up arms for establishing freedom and democracy in this world , 

“Wheres the administration m the Province of Sind has failed to protect the 
lives and liberties of the Hindus and has not put any effective check to the contin- 
ual and repeated assassinations of the Hindus by the Muslims in that province , 

“Whereas the Administiation of the Province of Bengal has been systemati- 
cally conducted on communal lines in ordei to cripple the Hindus of Bengal and 
whereas the Muslim Ministry has been pursuing a policy deliberately detrimental 
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to the interests of the Hindus and has sponsored and initiated measures, Icj^iflatnc 
and administrative, in order to practically exclude the Hindus from the public 
services and to prejudicially affect the cultural and economic life of the Hintius in 
that pronnee and TThereas the Constitution in that Province has not been suspended 
though demanded at the last Bengal Hindu Jdaha Sabha Conference , 

“Whereas Hindu rights have been similarly suppressed in the Punjab 
“Whereas the communal decision imposed upon India by the Briti*:!! Govern- 
ment has set up communal Ministnes in the Provinces of Sind, Bcncal and 
Punjab which are unalterable by any appeal to the electorate and which arc being 
dominated by the anti-Hindu and anti- national policy of the 3Iu«ilim league , 

“Whereas even in provinces with Hindu majority, undue weighlago has been 
given to the Mushmb in important spheres of public activity and Hindu rights 
have been deliberateh ignored for placating the Muslims , 

“Whereas the Viceroy and the Governors in the Provinces have failed and 
neglected to safeguard the interests of the Hindus in Sind, Bengal the Punjab 
and North-Western ProMiices and have by their acts of commission and ommission 
acquiesced in the systematic persecution of the Hindus and have nl«o failed (o 
exercise their powers and responsibilities in the maintenance of the established 
canons of civilised Government, and have not been able to put a stop to the out- 
rages of Hindu women, the defiling of Hindu temples, the discrimination ai:ain«t 
the Hindus in public services and the deliberate attack on the civic freedom and 
cultural life of the Hindus , 

“Whereas the British Government have refused to undo the wrongs done to 
the Hindus resulting from their own policy and have taken no notice whatever 
of demands and protests of the Maha Sabha , 

“Whereas responsive co operation has been, is still, and will be the policv of 
the Slaha Sabha and while it has no faith in any scheme of barren non-co operation 
but believes in the complete capture of power by the Hindus wherever po'^siblc , 
“Whereas constitutional methods have failed to protect the interest of the 
Hindus in vital spheres of their lives and activities , 

‘In case the Government fails to make a satisfactory response to the demands 
embodied in the resolution before March 31, 1941, the Maha Sabha will start a 
movement of direct action, and hereby appoints a Committee consisting of Mr 
V D Savorkar, Mr Shyamprasad Mookerjee Hr Moonje, Messrs Khapardc, 
Deshpande Bhopatkar, Bhai Parraanand and Bharat Misra with prowers to co opt, 
for demising ways and means for starting and conducting the same immediately 
after the lapse of the said period 

Pakistan Scheme Condemved 

Mr C Chatterjee was gnen oiation as he rose to move the rc‘^olnlion 
He said that the Madura session would be most memorable in the history of India 
if they adopted the resolution It would give a tremendous impetus to their 
movement Ihe Subjects Committee had not passed the resolution light-hcartcdl\ , 
but after mature consideration of all aspects of the situation 

Mr Chatterjee detailed what he described as the deliberate, Bjstematic, anti- 
Hindu and anti-democralic policy pursued bv the communal Ministries in Bengal, 
bind and the Punjab ‘Ihe Secondary Education Bill and the Municipal Amend 
ment Bill, he said were attempts by the Fa/lul Huq I^Iini«;try to introduce, m a 
subtle -and sinister manner Pakistan in Bengal He affirmed that Bengal Hindus 
were determined to resist these attempts with all their cnergv, and appealed for the 
CO operation and support of the rest of India in their endeavours in the caii^c 
of Hindu culture and nation He held that communal Ministries had hopelc=4v 
failed, and urged the Bntish Government to scrap the constitution in the Hindu 
minority provinces “We arc not going to accept freedom with Pakistan Me do 
not want shibboleths and slogans like ‘India PirsP The fundamental principle on 
which the Hindu Mahasabha stood was that India should be indivisible and for 
that, the integrity of India should be maintained He concluded, exhorting the 
Hindus to stand solidly by the Mahn Sabha, and uphold the cause and prestige of 
the Hindu nation 

Dt B S Moonje, seconding the resolution, explained its implications and characte- 
rised It as comprehensive The Sabha was demanding a clear declaration from 
the Government that Dominion Status would be granted within a jear of the con- 
clusion of the war, and that the communal question would be solved on principles 
laid down by the League of Nations The communal problem, he added, was bung 
bolstered up bj the Government 
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Dr Moonje dwelt at length on the question of militarisation of the country 
He demanded that India, in oidei to be able to piotect heiself, should at least 
have an aimy of ovei one croie in stiength Congiess followeis had been taught 
the manufactuie of the chaika, and the followeis of the Muslim Leao’ue 
weie pieparing iifles, and if the two met in a battle of Paniput, he asked what 
would be the result ? Theie was, theiefoie, at this moment utmost need for 
militarisation of the country, and Hindus should have a due share in the personnel 
of the army and navy Concluding, Dr Moonje uiged that there should be only a 
Hindu Government in Hindustan and that the British Commonwealth should be 
styled the Indo-Biitish Commonwealth 

Dr Sliyamaprasad MuKherjee, supporting the resolution, said that he, for one, did 
not believe in any direct action or civil disobedience, but events in the past one 
year indicated that there had been a deliberate conspiracy on the part of the 
Muslim Ministries m North India, who, he declared, were out to cripple national- 
ism and the legitimate interests of the Hindus The Maha Sabha was the first to 
offer CO opeiation to the Goveinment in the wai, as they believed in militarising 
the nation for self-defence but tliere was not sufficient response from the other side 
Statements and declarations by the spokesmen of the Biitish Government in 
the past year, he said, were vague and half-hearted There was no justice or 
reasonableness in withholding freedom, on the pretext that communal differences 
bad not been settled Ihey wanted freedom to preserve the interests and honour 
of the Hindus Ihey were prepared to face any amount of sacrifice, e\en death, 
for the honour and integiity of India They weie not out to crush any com- 
munity but would protect not only the interests of Hindus but those of all 
coramunties piovided they identified themselves with India and believed them- 
selves to be sons of the soil The Maha Sabha by adopting the present resolution 
would only be testing British sincerity, and asking the Britishers if they would, 
as professed by them, concede full Dominion Status unvitiated by the Communal 
Award 

Dr Nnnhkar (Madras) opposed the resolution, and said that the Hindu Maha 
Sabha, by this resolution, was seeking to fight with the power m respect of which 
their policy hitherto had been responsne cooperation The fight would mean 
opposition to both Muslims and the Biitish Was the Maha Sabha oiganisational- 
ly prepared for this heavy responsibility ? Once well-organised, the innate strength 
of the Sabha would help to solve the problems even without a fight He also 
warned that the resolution would be virtually a vote agamsfe the President, who, 
rn his presidential address, had advocated differently, 

Mr N K Atyar (Madras) joined the opposition, and said that the resolution 
would toipedo the golden opportunity afforded by war to build up the oiganisation 
He counselled defeiring duect action 

Ml Savaikaiy President, before putting the resolution to vote explained his 
position, and said that the views expressed in the Presidential address were his 
own Besides, he had mentioned in his speech points which if not satisfactorily 
settled, he would himself have raised as issues, on which to foice a stiuggle He 
also mentioned that the duect action contemplated was not confined to civil 
disobedience, but might extend to any spheie possible, and there was no moral 
question 

The resolution was, at this stage, put to vote and earned by an overwhelming 
majority, only four voting agamsfc 

Tumultuous shouts and raising of slogans marked the passing of the main 
resolution of the Conference by an overwhelming majority The resolution deciding 
on the starting of direct action if no satisfactory response was foithcoming before dlsfc 
March, 1941, to the demands made therein was debated upon for nearly three 
hours, very spirited speeches being made by Mr N C Chatter Hi B S 
Moonje and Mi Shyama Prasad Mukeijee in its suppoit The audience sho<ved 
signs of impatience and fiequently interrupted the speakeis who opposed the 
resolution, despite the appeal of the JPresident to give them a patient 
hearing 

The attendance of delegates and visitors was more or less the same as on 
the fi.rst day The President was cheeied as he arrived at the Conference pandal 
at about 5 pm and the xnoceedings started After the resolution of condolence 
and those regarding release of Hindu political prisoners and condemnation of 
Communal Award, Mr B G Khaparde^ ex-Miuister, Central Provinces, 
proposed the following resolution regarding the move to hand over certain 
territories to the Nizam, ^ 



270 


-29 DEC MO ] PEOCEEDINGS EESOLUTIONS 

Cession: of Bfevf to >I7\m 

**11115 Besfiion oftbe Akbila Bbaratbna Hindu Maba Sabba rc/'0*'ds its cmpbntic 
disappro'val of the strenuous nnd widespread agitation earned on to the pnno'C 
that Berar, the Kortbern Circars and Ceded Districts of the ilndr^'s Pre^-Hlon^j 
be handed over to the in recognition ot the httcr’s help in the war clfor 

and tbe studied silence of theBiitisb Go\ eminent thereon Ihc Hindu Maba ^ddia 
demands of Hib Majesty’s Go^crn^lent an emphatic assurance Iba*^ tic *= lul 
territories will not be banded o\er to the Nizam or anv Prince or j ower and ^^arns 
tbe Government that any such mo\e nil be fraught with senous and far rear lung 
consequences and will be rcsoIutcl> opposed by the Ilinuu 'Main Sanhi h\ all 
means at its power Ihc Hindu Maba Sabba further con^^iders Miintma Gandhis 
support for transfer of Berar and other parts of tie Madras Prcfcidcnc\ to the 
Nizam and his suggestion that Nizam be Emperor of India ns atrocious and gru^^s 
betrayal of the Hinda nation ” 

In moMng tbe resolution Mr Khapardc referred to the ominous ^iloncc 
maintained by tbe British Government on this issue, the awakening and jolitn d 
consciousness of people of Berar and elsewhere and the likelihood of commoMons 
if the proposed cession of terntorj to the Nizam were to take place ^Ir G V 
Suhba Eao of Bezwada seconded the resolution which w^s further supported by 
Mes^^rs 8 Srinivasa Aujar Mahahnga Atyar of Coimbatore and K C Balia, 
Vice-President of the Kerala Hindu ^laha Sabha Tlic speakers were strong and 
bitter in their criticisms of the attitude of Mahatma Gandhi on tins i^snc as waa 
re\ealed bv a recent article of his in the Ilartja i wherein Gandhiji ^had c\prc^=rd 
the view that he would have no objection or quarrel e\en if the Nizim were to 
become the Emperor of India 

The ‘‘DxrrcT Action” PiE^^OLcriON 

**I have the honour of moving n momentous rc'^olution and b> pa'^sing this 
resolution you will be making this scs'iion the most momontou*^ It do ils \ ith 
direct action ’Ihis ought not to be accepted in a light hearted manner ^on 
must pass it with the fullest sense of responsibility and after careful coii'^idcration”, 
said Mr N C Chatterjee of Calcutta moMiig the resolution setting forth the 
Maba Sabha’s demands and declaring its determination to start a movement of 
direct action if there was no satisfactorj response to them from Government before 
dlst March 1941 Mr Chatterjee observed that the heart of Madras appeared to him 
sound and that the success of the Conference thcie would gue a fillip to the 
mo^ement in Bengal and elsewhere He congratulated Dr Varadarajulu Naidu and 
his fellow workers on the tremendous work done bj them 

Continuing, Mr Chatterjee said that Bengal was slowlv but stcadilv drifting 
into a Bind He pointed out how the fcccondara Education Bill in Bengal was 
aimed at crippling the Calcutta University and how tbe Hindus weie determined 
to wreck it Ihe Muslim Ministry was out to coramun disc the tountrj and bring 
It under the domination of the Muslim League Ihc Hindus, he con-tUuted 

75 per cent of the population of Calcutta and paid 80 per cent of the rates and 
taxes but the Muslim Llinistry \Yas de\ising the Constitution of the Citv Corpora- 
tion in such a way as to crush the legitimate rights of the Hindus and to bcnclit 
the ^luslims He wanted an assurance from that Conference tli-'t all parties and 
sections of Hindus present there from various nroMiaccs were resohed to fcce that 
Hindustan shall never be allowed to go down (applause) 

Proceeding, Mr Chatterjee spoke of the failure of the Governor to c^ercKe 
his powers under the Constitution to safeguard the legitimate right*: of the Hindus 
and of the demand of tlie Hindus of Bengal to suspend the Con^*i*uiion He 
further demanded a clear and uncqnnocal repucliatioa of the ^ Pakistan 
Scheme and added that they would not allow anybody to parley or temporize 
on that issue 

One of the delegates "What is a our Bo^c doing ? 

Mr Chatterjee He is not my Bose He is in the arms of the ContTrer*; 

Concluding, Mr Chatterjee observed that none other th^'n the Pre^ dent o! 
the Hindu Maba Sabha could negotiate on behalf of the Hindus, that- tbc^c shall 
bo no interference with the fundamental pnnciplc of the ^iaha Bab’f a th^'t India 
shall be indnisible and that in fighting ^Iiislim communalicm they ou^Lt not lo 
overlook the fact that their real cucrav was BriU‘:h Impcnalicm 

Dr AToonje, seconding the resolution, explained the demands embodied in the 
resolution and said that thev aimed at keeping aU\c the “Hmdudom in India, 
' gniDg the Hindus who were the majonty population powers to arm tlcro^elvcs in 
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order to defend their country and to oppose the Pakistan Scheme to the bitterest 
end He pointed that the British temperament was to satisfy the persons who were 
prepared to gne the most tiouble and disiegard otheis and that if the Hindu 
Maha Sabba weie merely to put foiwaid their demands and lesfc satisfied they would 
have to wait till Doomsday Ihe Congress had undeistood that tempeiament of the 
Biiti&h and was pin-piieking the Goieinment But the more trouble the Congress 
gave, the moie the British Goveinment was trying to favour the Muslims ^Ihe 
resolution of the Hindu Maha Sabha was to the effect that they were not enemies 
of the Biitish Empire but that the> desiied that they in India should be as indepen- 
dent as Englishmen in their own countiy Ihey wanted an Indo-Bntish Common- 
wealth of Nations and not a Biitish Commonwealth In this way, he believed, the 
Maha Sabha had taken a most realistic stock of the situation 

Mr Malialinga Aiyar (speaking in lamil), supported the resolution as also 
Messrs Bhopatkar^ President, Mahaiastra Hindu Maha Sabha and Keshah Chandra 
of Punjab ( 

Mr Slujama Prasad Mukherjee made a spirited speech in support of the resolu- 
tion **We have put forward our demands before the Viceroy and the British 
Government” Mr Mukherjee said '‘But these demands have not been met In 
Bengal we have roused public opinion to such an extent that with a full sense of 
responsibility I can say that if any diiect action movement is started by the Hindu 
Maha Sabha the Bengal Hindus will contiibute their share irrespectne of any 
consequence whatever (Heai, hear) Do not look upon Bengal, Punjab and Sind as 
particular problems relating to paiticular provinces, but look upon them as part 
and paicel of the Hindu nation whose lepresentatives have come here and are 
deliberating on the destinies of the future” He did not believe in the barren policy 
of non-co operation He believed in the policy of responsive co operation propoun- 
ded by Bal Gangadhar lilak, which was to capture power wherever power existed, 
for the purpose of utilising that powei to bring more power from unwilling hands 
The speaker wanted that that should be the policy of the Hindu Maha Sabha Where 
co-opeiation was desirable it would be given, but in spheres where that co-operation 
was not responded to but, on the other hand, was met with definite hostility, they 
should have to strengthen themselves to such an extent as to meet hostility with 
hostility He would suggest that they should carry forward that dual programme 
fiom the platform of the Hindu Maha Sabha It would be constiuctive on the one 
hand and destructive on the other — destructive m the sense that they should build 
up a new Hindu social order 

They were not ashamed to say, Mr Mukheijee declared, that Hindustan belongs 
to Hindus and that their political aim was the establishment of a free Hindu 
Bashtra in India At the same time they recognised that theie was room in this 
country for persons belonging to other communities but that was on one condition, 
namely, that they regarded this countiy as then own and identified themselves with 
the sons of the soil On the other hand, if they were to treat this country as a 
Dhannasala and remained here only for their own purposes then we shall treat 
them as enemies of Hindustan It was up to the sons and daughters of Madras, 
the Central Provinces and other piovinces, where Hindus were in a majority to 
declare in one voice that if things weie not improved in the Punjab, Bengal and 
Sind it would be necessary for them to resort to retaliation This would have to be 
said not for the purpose of threatening people but only as a weapon of defence 
They did not want to tenoiise anybody, nor tread on the legitimate interests of 
any community, 

So fai as their irelation with the Biitish Government was concerned, Mi* 
Mukerjee said, they had stated that their co-operation was available in respect of 
war efiorts so far as the Defence of India was concerned The Hindu Maha Sabha 
was the first to make the declaration that there was no question of co-opeiation 
with regard to the war aims of Biitain The present war was a fight between 
Hitler and the British Government “So far as we are concerned”, he added “we 
say we have remained unarmed and defenceless If you really consider that Hitlei 
is such a bad fellow, then tram us up and we shall help you and strengthen our- 
selves for the purpose of defending the mother land We do not want to look up to 
any body, however mighty and powerful, for the purpose of the defence of our own 
country”* Just as Englishmen said that they must fight for the defence of their 
country it was the sacred duty of sons and daughters of Hindustan to shed their 
life blood in defence of their own country But co-operation was possible not as 
between a master and a servant but; only as between equals It was possible only 
when the old British imperialistic policy was dead and gone, But it was seen from 
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tbe declarations made by tbe Secretary of State for India and U^c Viccro: that there 
was not sufficient response to their offer of co operation 

"Why ras it Mr Mukci^ce asked, that a mo quo built in I or don rt n 
cost of 15 lakbs of rupees spent out of tbe BrUish I>.^chcqurr ? It not fo 
placate the of India but to placate Ibc other I\lusliin Statc^^ outside India 

wJiose support Britain wanted If the Hindus were *^troni; cnouph to enfo^'ce tbci»' 
demands a temple of Muva £urel> would bo built in England ( \pplan‘‘c) 

Continuing, Mr MuJerjee said tint with a mow to uniting llic Jlindns of all 
sections they should remote social disabilities iffccting certain sections of the 
community and make them strong both in body and mind so that llic\ could, if 
necessarj, face death without hesitation for the x>arpO'=e of protc^.lint: the sanctity 
of Hinanstan 'Ihere was no use making petitions to the aulhon»ic 3 for thf> 
would be thrown into the waste paper basket unless and until there was sanction 
behind the demands ITicir demand was that Dominio i Status should be pudi 
to India not later than one >car after the war Independence was their goal b it 
Ihcj also believed that independence would not come as a gift from the Briti^'*! 
Government It had to be sanctioned oat of the British Go\crnmcnt and it must 
come to them as something which they were physicallv fit to defend Fo far as 
the British Go\ernmcnt v'-as concerned the only ’thing thev could gdc was 
Dominion Status of the Statute of Westminster tvpe Ihe Statements urdc so far 
on that Bubje-t were extremely half-hearted and indicated that there was no 
intention whatever to meet the full demands of Indians or of the Hindu 5Iaba 
Sibha* Tbe speaker nevt repudiated the suggestion that the ultimatum of direct 
action was oulj a political stunt and a mere imitation of the Concrc'^s method 
and pointed out that the difference consisted in the fact that the Congress stoo-I 
for undiluted non-violence and started satyngraha on the rc-tlnclcd of 

freedom of speech against war efforts He failed to sec how Ihcir interc*^!^ tould 
be advanced bj that satjagraha On the other hand the demands of the Hindu 
Malm Babha for the prcser\alion of the interests of Hindus in Ilindii^'tan went 
very far In conclusion, Mr ft cr^cc appealed to them to shake ofl fear and resolve 

tliat if constitutional means failed they would be prepared to resort to tbin,,s 
which are unconstitutional for the purpose of defending their honour and intcgriu 
Let them take a lesson from what was happening in Europe 

Mr SavarJ ar said he would gi\e an opportunUj to tho^e who opposed or had 
difference of opinion from the supjxirtcrs of the resolution either in full or in part 
to express their views and appealed to the gathering to give them a patient hearing 
60 that they could weigh the pros and cons carcfiillv and decide wliethcr to vote 
for or against the resolution lie added that some delegates who wanted to move 
amendments to the resolution at the Subjects Comnnttcc had f uled to do to 
owing to ONcrsight but that according to tbe Constitution the only course open to 
them at that stage was to oppose the resolution 

Dr A"t77ibf ar of Madras then spoke opposing tho rcsointion He pointed out 
that direct action contemplated by the resolution w is not in keeping wnh tho 
policy of resjionsuc co operation He wished that they took to heart the Ic^con 
of the Satyagraba movement started in Hyderabad The fcatvagraha started bv 
Mahatma Gandhi, be said, was bound to have a tremendous moral cllcct on the 
world Was it not likch, he asked, that they would be described ns only imitating 
the Congress and indulging in a political stunt with a view to gather supjort in 
the elections He dia not know whether the passing of the resolution would not 
amount to a vote of no confidence in Mr Sa\atkar who bad been elected for the 
fourth time 

Cries of ‘No, No’ 

Dr ar I do not know 

Proceeding, Dr Nimbi ar asked whv the Maba Sabha ‘^hould no*" jOm with 
the Congrc'^s v^hlch was fiUiUng against Bnlish Imperialism At the same lime, 
he said, if his friends in Bengal were to declare satMiLraha he would be prepared 
to support them He suirgcsted that it would be more useful if they se^ about 
organising and strengthening Ihcmeehcs for u they did so there would be no 
Pakistan 

Mr V K Atyar (^ladras) in the course of his speech oppo^inc. the operative 
clauses in the resolution protested that in the larger intcrc'l'^ of the Hindu 
community, any move for ‘Direct Action” was lU advised and iropjorlunc at the 
present moment Vi ould the present organisational strength, i sked the cakcr, 
permit of a ficht on two fronts, ^'s “Direct Action ’ woild incvuably involve clach 
with both the Muslims and the British Go^emmenk not to of oppo^Umn 

36 
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from Hindu Congressmen and the Totnnes of Braitda Kadu in the south ? The 
ony effect of this ill-ndMsed step would be to strengthen the Anglo-Muslim ullnnce 
ana demoralise the rank and file in the Hindu Mnha Sabhu movement Further 
the threat of ‘ Direct Action” will give the go-by to the schemes of militarisation 
and industrialisation, euMsaged by the Maha Sabha leaders, as a result of war 
conditions 

Mr Saiarlar said that even those that spoke against the resolution were 
not opposed to the resolution in full but had diQcrence of opinion oiiL on some 
aspect of it Almost all prominent leaders had supported the resolution Ecfemng 
to the allusion made to a sentence in his presidental aj eecli, b\ one of the speakers 
who opposed the resolution, he said that he had specific illj stated in the address 
tliat he ^^as personally responsible for his statement The resolution stated tliat 
if a response was not made by Britain then tbej would ha\e to take active steps 
It was left to the ma]oiity to decide on the method He bclie\ed tliat his 
presidential speech did not go against the resolution at all If there was no 
response to the substantial demands thej had made, the} ^^ere to start a campaign 
but the wav in ivbich it should be started had had stifl to be decided He did 
not know \^bnt direction it i\onld take I heir definition of cimI disobedience, Mr 
Sa\arkar added, was quite difierent from the Congress definition 'Iheirs included 
eiery kind of practical action 

Mr SaiarLar then put the resolution to vote and declared it earned by an 
overwhelming ma3ority as only fi\e delegates raised their hand against the 
resolution, while a large number signified their support to the resolution 

The President then declared that they had taken a great ic^ponsibility by 
passing the lesolutioii and that the^ must be prepared to stand it when the 
time comes 

Resolution — 3rd Day — Madura — 30ih December 1940 

Eepevl of Cr Tribes Act 

The third day’s open session of the Hindu I\Iaha Sabha commenced on the 
30th December, hlr V D Savarhar presiding After the resolutions nere passed, 
the session concluded at S p m 

The first resolution which was passed unanimously urged the Government to 
repeal forthwith the Criminal Tribes Act The resolution stated that the Criminal 
Tribes Act was “an inhuman piece of legislation, derogatory to the honour of the 
state and against human dignity ” The resolution uigSi that the so-called criminal 
tubes, especially Kallars and ^laravars of the South and Yanadis, Domraenes and 
Babaras of Andhra, constituted, in historical times, rich martial material and 
formed the backbone of the armies under Cholns and Yizinanagar Kings 

Mr N P Ga 7 iajpatln^ Sccretar*y Madras Hindu Maha Sabha moved the above 
resolution which was seconded by Mr Stvmxanda, Secretary, Madura Branch of 
the Sabha 

WeVVIXG of DETEi^SIVE 'U'EAPON 

The ne^t resolution, which was moved by Mr 8 Saimasa Aujar Advocate, 
Madras, called upon e\erv Hindu and every member of the Hindu Maha Sabha 
to wear religiously in public as part of his dress, some defensive weapon in token 
of hiB new lole a^> a soldier in the cause of freedom and Dbarma and as a mark 
of repudntion of the iin-Hindu and suicidal doctrine of Gandhian non-violence 

Mr i?ao seconded the resolution, which was further supported 

by Messrs Seethararaavya, Manoranjan Chowdry, Sriniiasiragliava Iyengar and 
San]ee\a Kao of Brngalore The resolution was passed unanimously 

Unemplotment aaioxg Hindus 

The next resolution ran as follows . — ‘The Hindu Maha Sabha views with 
alarm the increasing unemployment among the Hindus in India and urges upon 
all Hindu eraployeis and other Hindus to give preference to Hindus in appointing 
their employees and to help Hindus to start cottage and other industries to mitigate 
the situation and urges all Hindus to buy from Hindu firms and dealeis 

This xesoliition was moved by Mr ^Sanat Kiimai Boy Cho^idlinj and seconded 
by Mr Mahalmga Aujar^ and passed unanimously 

Mah vsabha’s Programme 

TThe iramediata programme of the Hindu Mahasabha was laid down in another 
resolution which rau follows — 
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*‘Tfae immcdnfe pro^amme of the Hindu J^Iahat^abba is hereby declared 
to be as follows 

* (a) lo secure entry for as inanj Hindu recruits as pos^iolc into the \rniv, 
Navj and Air Fo’-ccs 

*‘(b) lo utilise all facilities that arc bcin^ throun open to cct our |k?0}»Ic 
trained into military, mechanics and manufacture of up to date war matcral^ 

*^( 0 ) To try to make military training compulsory in colleges and high Sfhoalc 
“(d) ^io intcnsif\ the organisation of the Barn Stun 

‘‘(e) To ]oin the Cuic Guard movement and Air Hud precaution or^,ani'*ation 
with a view to enabling our own people to defend against foreign inxn’-’on or 
internal anarchy provided always, that the Cimc Guards arc not rsrd n un'-t 
nn> patriotic political movements in India or in any activitic*^ detrimental to the 
legitimate interests of the Hindus 

‘(f) I 0 start new industries on large scale to capture the maikct wlmre fo- 
reign competition is found eliminated 

*‘tg) To boycott foreign articles to defeat the entry of new foreign competitor^ 
‘'(h) To set on foot an all-India moiement to secure the correct registration 

in the coming Census, of the popular strength of the Hindus mdudiiig 3 nhal 

Hindus such as Santhals, Gonds, Bhillc, etc and to secure Ihcir cnlibtmcnt as 
Hindus instead of as Aniraists or Hill Tribes and by taking c^ery other step 
neces«arv to secure the object m view 

‘Thc^^e few items will snQice to illustrate the lines on which the Hindu san- 
gatamsts all over India should concentrate their attention in nenr future” 

Mr SavarJ ar, moving the resolution from the chur, taul that (he 
re^olulion was self explanatory and that he did not proi o^e to makeas^cfch 

except to say that the programme would sene as a guidance to tl o'^c "\Inha 

fcabhaites who for some reason or other were unable to parlinpalc in duc».t action 
the Sabha might launch 

Mr £a>arkar stressed the need to set on foot an All-] ndia movement to ^ccurc 
neenrate registration in the coming census, eo that the trie strength of the Hindus 
might be lecorded He also emphasised (hat to whatever pub taste (licy l)rIongc<l 
lhe\ should register as Hindus onlv so tlmt even tribal Hindus might be enlisted 
as Hindus and not as animisls or hill tribes 

Mr Dc^^hpande spole on the importance of the Ram Pena Volunteer Corps 
3116 resolution was passed without discussion 

The abolition of the rule for iccruilment to the Indian Army on tic ha^^is of 
martial and non-martial classes was urged bv anotlicr resolution which nlFo stated 
that the Hindu community in every Province should get in the army representation 
not below its proportionate numeneal strength 

3 he sixth resolution of the dav which was al^o pa^^sed wiihmit di^cuFtion or 
opposition stated that the Hindi Lclucalion Triicis should be formed in c^'cli Pro- 
vince with the object of safeguarding Hindu culture bv managing lliudu uliuatioiml 
institutions where broad basic Hindu culture should be imjiartcd in luMuion to 
usual curricula of studies and by taking elefs to see that other *^chools were 
not established in predominantly Hindu areas by way of comi ctition with the object 
of pro°clytisation 

By another rcsolnlion it was resolved to appoint a committee to consider (he 
amended design of the Swastika symbol of the Hindu Maha hahlia Flag in view of 
the fact that the Swastika symbol at present did not proceed right to left which 
was the ancient approved manner 

Removal of UNTOEciucrnTx 

Mr Scalar! or moved from the chair the cmhlh rct^olution recommending all 
Hindus to intensify their efforts to remove Untouchability from the Hindu fold h\ 
educating Hindu public opinion and adopting cfie^tivc mca‘?urc« in ^givin^ the 
EO called Untouchables equal, Eocial, civil, rcliLious and public n,-hts " along with 
all other Hindus Mr Savarkar stres^^ed that ‘^thc fundamental piinciplc oi the 
Maha Sabha was to treat all Hindus alike and appealed to the Sanatani‘'l« to 
concede equal rights to Untouchables in all public affuirR 

Captain i) L Patxiardhan next moved a resolution rc^’ommciidinL various 
Provincial Sabhas to take stc| s to start Naval Flving and Military ^thools 
wherever j)Ossible The resolution was pas^^cd wUbout diccu'=^ion 

RrCrUITMFNT TO THE j\V\\\ 

The Conference also adopted the following resolutions, rhuh were put from 
the Chair and passed unauimouely 
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“That every effort; should be made to bring pressiue to bear upon the Central 
Government to abolish the rule of recruitment to the Indian Array on the basis 
of martial and non-mnrtial classes and that the Hindu community lu every 
province should get leprescutation in the army not below its proportionate numeri- 
cal strength 

“That Hindu educational trusts be formed in each Piovince with the object 
of safeguarding Hindu culture by managing Hindu educational institutions where 
broad and basic Hindu cultiue will be imparted in addition to the usual curricula 
of studies and by taking steps to see that other schools are not established 
in predominantly Hindu areas by wa^ of competition with the object of 
proselytisation ” 

A committee was appointed to recommend an amended Swastika sign to the 
Maha Sabha Flag in view of the fact that the piesent sign did not appear to be of 
the ancient approved type 

The Conference recommended to the Hindus to intensify their efforts to 
remove untouchability fiom the Hindu fold by educating the Hindu public and 
taking effective measures as outlined in the previous conferences to gi\e the so- 
called untouchables equal social, civil and religious public rights along uith all 
other Hindus 

In speaking on this resolution, the President said that so far ns private 
opinion on the question was concerned, they would not tiouble their Sanatanist 
friends, many of \Ahom had already joined the Mahasabha For instance, they 
would not ask IIis Holiness the Sankaracharya of Jjothirmutt, who was present 
with them, to come uith them to the home of an untouchable But those who 
were convinced about the need of remo\ing untouchability by their own example 
should be allowed to put them into practice In public life, in schools, conveyances, 
roads and txains and councils ana courts, which were conducted from out of the 
taxes paid by all, they should not observe untouchability But they would not 
inflict the removal of untouchability on any Sanataiu biother by force They wanted 
to secure the removal of untouchability by persuasion and not by coeicion 

The next resolution appealed to the Hindus in villages to have closer inter- 
communication with the so-called untouchables by allowing tbeir habitations to 
be close to those of the caste-Hiudus as that was the only way to counteract 
the danger from Muslim and Chiistiau Missionaries 

The Conference recorded its stiong protest against “the communal and reaction- 
ary policies of the Hyderabad and Bhopal States and the regular campaign that 
16 allowed to go on in* the said States for the extermination of Hindu religion, 
race and culture with the wilful connivance of the State ofticmls, who aie pre- 
dominantly Muslims, m the exhibition of communal hatred or indifference towards 
Hindus as those which took place at Hyderabad, Bidar and Nauded and Kulti 
where Hindus were inurdeied, their shops looted and then temples defiled ” 

This resolution was moved by Keer Yeslncant JRao Josht and seconded by Mr 
IT V Sitaiainayya and passed unanimously 

Naval & Military Schools 

The last resolution recommended to the various Provincial Sabins to take 
steps to start naval, filing and military schools wherever possible and approved of 
the efforts made by the Karnatak Provincial Sabha in that diiection 

President’s conclhdikg Speech 

A warning to the British Government not to believe that they could rule 
India by depending on the Muslim alone and an appeal to Muslims to make 
common cause with the Hindus in their own interest were made by Mr V D 
Savaikar, President in his concluding speech 

Mr Savarkar said that as a result of this session, the Hindu Mahasabha 
movement had come to stay in the Madras Presidency The session would also 
reraairi> meraoiable for many years to come because of the resolution they had 
passed' by which they bad determined to launch a campaign of direct action in 
case Ihe response from the Government to their demands was not satisfactory 
That resolution did not mean that they were adopting a plan of going to jail If 
arrested they must go to jail Already" there were men in the Mahasabha who had 
been arrested for anti-war speeches But going to jail was not their iroal They 
must find some nays of demoustratiug their protest which would necessarily be 
legitimate if nob exactly legal 

Continuing, Mr Savarkar said that he would like to make an appeal to the 
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Governraent In his negotiations ’ivith him he had always found the prc'^ent Viceroy 
extremely patient and considerate in listening to the oilier tide, though rcmainints 
firm as a rock He himself had tiicd to remain firm as a ro^l ns the head of the 
Hindu Maha Sabha Nevertheless, the negotiations were most cordial Ohc men 
who conducted the present Government knew the Hindu Maha fcabha aery well 
'Ihe British Government should 1 now once for all that they could no longer rule 
India by depending on the Muslims alone Ihe ^luslims might constitute 75 per 
cent in the Army and might have oigaiiihalions like the Khaksars But he would 
remind them of the Btor> of the frog which bloated itself to death 7 he AIu«lim 
should in then own interests be fricndlv with the Tlindus, if they wanted to Imvo 
any connection with India Let it be remembered that before the British came to 
India the Uindus had defeated the Muslims in a hundred battles , not the Indian 
Muslims alone, but the Arabs and the Fatlians As he had had occa^'ion to tcil t!io 
Viceroy, the Muslims compared to the Hindus were absolutely weak and should 
prove a broken reed to Englishmen when the time came for proving Ihcir mettle 
He, therefore, appealed to the British and India Governments to remember that if 
they wanted to have an alliance with India the only body v^'liuh could deliver the 
goods was the Hindu Maha babha and not the Muslims or the Congress Everyday 
some Congressmen were coming to the Maha babha camp, but none went form the 
Malm Sabha to the Congress Ue would like to tell Inc Government, now that 
Hindu dora was awakening and a new power was coming into c'^istcnco, that it 
would pay the British to satisfy their demaudB, which they had made in vcr^ 
reasonable terras For the industrialisation and militaTi«ation of Hindustan they 
wanted the help of Englishmen, even as Japan had required the help of foreign 
technical men That would also help in strengthening the Empire 'JIuir, fo far 
as industrialisation and militarisation were concerned, they could trend the Fame 
path I here could be an alliance just like the one between Hiller and btalin If 
the Government failed to respond, then the people would have to act He hoped the 
people would not fail 

There was great need, Air Savarkar went on, for the Ilmdn Alalia Sabha 
movement being well organised in Madras Presidency, though there were Poinc 
people who said there was no necessity for such a movement hero One limb of 
the body could not remain dead to the feelings of pain or pleasure felt by other 
limbs of the body Similarly they could not be oblivious to the sufienngs experien- 
ced by HindiiB m the FioiUier Province and elscviliere IVhilo AluMims and 
ChuBtians were so well organised that if a single member of their community 
siifTercd the whole community raised their protest, the Hinduo siiflercd like on^lmns 
It was to remedy such a state of things that they wanted the Hindu Malm babha 
to be strengthened They should help bv all means the administration of the States 
ruled by Hindu rules and not weaken them, as some short fcightc<l people attempted 
to do They must remember that tho«e States were the bulwarks of Hindu intercuts, 
especially as the Aliislim States were in no mood to promote Hindu intcrc«t« In 
this connection he appealed to the ruling dv nasty of Alysorc to eafegurnd the inte- 
rests of Hindus He pointed out that Mushnis, who formed only 5 or G per cent 
of the population there, were represented m the army to the extent of 10 or 50 ]vcr 
cent while the high ofliccs held by Muslims in the Government were out of nil 
proportion to their numerical strength He hoped tunt the lesson of past history 
would not be lost on the rulers of the State 

In conclusion he made a fervent appeal to the Hindus to be alive to the new 
spirit of Hindu dora and to be prepared to make every sacrifice neccssarv for the 
achievement of their ideals 

Amid shouts of ‘‘Hindu Dhaima-ki Tai ^ and ‘'Hindustan for Hindu which 
reverberated through the Conference pandal, the Conference terminated 



The AH India Hindu League 

First Session — Lucknow — 27th & 28th July 1940 

The Wet.come Addeess 


The first session of the All-Tndia Hindu Lengue met at the Ganga Prasad 
Verma Memorial Hall, Lucknow, on the 27tli Jnlv 1940 under the presidentship 
of Mr M S Aney, ML A, (Central) A laige number of delegates from different 
parts of the country weie piesent 

Deliveiing the inaugural address, Eai Bahadur Enmcar Guru Naiaxn^ hony 
general secietary of the J^eague, said that only a pan-Indian national goreznment 
would be able to attend to the work of equipping the nation to meet an 
international situation uhich affected India intimately and maintained that to 
India British connexion was necessai> and consistent with national freedom He 
stressed that neither freedom could be obtained nor independence retained without 
adequate and proper national defence 

Dr Sir J P Srivastava, president, reception committee, welcoming the 
delegates said 

We axe meeting at a time of grave crisis both in the international situation 
and in our home afiaiis Ihc one lesson that we have learnt from the progiess 
of this war of attrition is that the days of small states are gone Stiipen^dous 
resources are necessaiy to stand up to the forces of aggiession We in India are 
fortunately placed that way Compiising as we do oneTifth of the woild’s total 
population we can, after the necessar\ mobilisation of our existing and potential 
resources, hold our own against any totalitaiian state Dismembei the country, 
and it will be at the mercy of any irnading power 'Ihe instinct of self-preser\a- 
tiou alone should be sunicient incentne for unity among the peoples of Hindustan 
llie logic of tlie situation is so clear that it is difficult to understand the mentality 
of those Muslim League leaders who have laised today the cry of Pakistan 

Finaxcivl Aspect or Pakistan 

Assuming for the moment that this absuid demand has the backing of the 
ma]ority of Muslims in the coiintiy and the Hindus aie weak enough to agree 
to It what would be the result of this paitilion at least in one direction Lest I 
am accused of seeing things thiough the distorting lense of conniiunalism, I shall 
only repeat what a Muslim provincial ex-Piemier has said on the subject Khan 
Bahadur Allrh Biix's masteily analysis of the Pakistan scheme slill leraains 
iinrefuted Ihe total revenue of proposed Pakistan would not exceed Ps 16 or 17 
crores, all of which is required foi duly administration And if the railways and 
customs and other central revenues of Pakistan’s shaie jield, say anothei five or 
SIX or even ten crorcs of net suipluB the whole of it will not be enough to maintain 
the defence of the unit against external invasions ^ and to satisfy the inteiest 
charges and other liabilities It is tiuo the unit, if allowed a period of peace and 
prosperity, may develop its industries and build up like Czechoslovakia a decent 
enough position and defence foice, but why should it be assumed that the rest of 
India will all this time stand still and so would the transborder neigbbouis 
including Eussia, and their resources would not be put to the best use Who then 
will defend this unit against Russia or Afghanistan in the meanwhile m case a 
new builder of a Russian or any other empire uses If the British are asked 
to hold this babj until it is strong enough to stand on its own legs, la the first 
place what is the ’quid pro qou’, and m the second, what is this smoke screen of 
an independent sovereign and Islamic State for ? 

Home Teuths 

This IS so far as the financial aspect of the scheme is concerned I do not 
propose to cover the familiar ground of the other manifest objections to the scheme, 
but I cannot refrain fiom saying a few home tiiiths to those who have been 

pleaching the two-nation theory for partition Whether they like it or 

not the fact- xemains -that the Indian Muslims are not, and will not 

be legaidedt as a^eeparate nation by then co-ieligionists abioad They are 

Indians and they jshduld be pioud of their nationality As Khan 
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B'vlndur Allali Bu^ pointed out in his Fjiecch nl -tlic Azad Mus- 
lim Conference held at Delhi, the mnjonU of the 80 milion Indian Muslims, 
^^ho are descendants of the earlier inhibitants of India arc in no ‘^cn^-c other limn 
sons of the Foil ^\lth the Dravidian and Aryan ^^e^\ Muslim ^oin^ on inl^nma^c 
to the holy jMccca is invariably described ns ‘Hindi’ by every Arab and all Indian 
Mn^^hms are similaily knoA\ n as Hindustani in Iran "and Af^h uustan and ns 
Indians throughout the world 

Lucknow Pout 

I am ashamed to confess that it was here in tins ciU, that the fir^t step to 
Pikiblaii was taken I am referring to the Lucknow Pact vvlndi was entered into 
to win the support of Muslims Valuable Hindu interests were Fatrifitcd for a 
short lived political unity It was foigottcn that there could be no Iasun«< or 
honourable setllcmcnt of the Hindu-'\lu8liin problem ba^^cd on a poln v of surrender 
In our anxiety to ideasc the Muslims we agreed to sacrifice certain valuable i oh- 
tical right and to concede a pnncii>le which has done more misducf than amtinug 
else dhat, as might have been expected, has onh served to sliflcn the MuMini 
demands \Yitli the passage of time the Muslim leaders modelled their conduit on 
that of Oliver Twist always asking for ‘a little more’ ^llus was the direct result 
of the Lucknow Pact 1 have respect for the premier Hindu pohiual partx, viz., 
the Congress but 1 wish in all humility to submit to it and to Us worthv feadi rs 
that the policy it is pursuing to ‘bin up’ the supt^ort of the Mu^hm*- is fraught 
with immense danger not only to the Hindus but to the country as n wlolc 
How can the Congress hope for anything but a rift m an alliaiuc in whuh the 
motivating power for one pariv is, to put it bluntly greed ’ 'I he AIuMuns did 
not pin the Congress because they were enamoured of Us polUu al programme, 
but because they expected to get more out of it at the expense ot tlie Hindus 
than from the British Government Tlie rca^Jon as^^igncd bv a I'lluMim member of 
the old Bengal Legislative Council for joining the bwanjva Partv Lives a clear 
picture of the working of the Muslim mind Did not the whole 'Muslim lomnninUv. 
he said, ‘co operate with the Government long enough ? Did not the IMublims ot 
India remain aloof from the Congress and other political agitations from the lime 
of Sir Saved Ahmed ? Have they received their just rights and recognition from the 
Government I It is an open secret that thev have all been treated ns beggar®, a 
race of bcweis of wood and drawers of water The homily of self help was preached 
to them in season and out of ®cason b\ successive Governors Did they not side 
with the Government during the Anti-partUion agitation ? And what "was tlicir 
reward ? They were thrown overboird unexpectedly and left at the merer of the 
community against which they revolted to please the Government’ This disclo-e:? 
the motive which actuated the Muslims to come to a temporary under- 
standing with the Congress In Us anxiety to keep the I\Iu«Iiins in ^ood humour 
the Congress has continued giving in to the ever increasing demands of this 
community In this province while the CongrcFs was in power, the Publicity 
department of the Government broadcast thousands of leaflet®, Ftatmg opcnlv that 
m order to placate the jMuslims orders had been issued banning a^ai and the 
blowing of conches in Fcrveral Hindu temples m the districts Is not the present 
Muslim demand for partition the logical conclusion of this mistaken policy 
pursued by the Congress which is financed mostly by the Hindus ? In fact I am 
Einpnsed at the moderation of the Muslim demand Knowing the inherent weakness 
of the Congress position they should have asked not for partition but for hegemony 
over the whole country 

Azab-Jinkvh Coupf=po>dfx'ce 

Some Congressmen— 1 do not a®sail their molive— have said that thev have 
no objection to the reestablishment of Muslim rule lin India I beg of \ou to 
ponder over the implications of such a statemc U The latest cxhibuion "of the 
jSIuMim League j resident’s nientalUy as contained in Ins notorious telegram to 
Mvulana Abul Kalam Azad ought to ®crvc ns an ovcopener to all of us Thc^c i® 
liovYcver, one thing in Mi Jinnah’s retort with which I am in complete agreement, 
and that is that no communal ®cttlemcut is possible when both ncLolntora are 
Muslims He should have added that the Hindu Mahnsibha i® alone in a po®i- 
tiou to negotiate for the Hindus and the man in whom 250 million Hindus have 
supreme faith at the moment is Veer Favarkar God v illing, the Hindu 5Iah'>sabha 
will yet save the Hindu rights and I sincerdi apj eal to my Hindu Goiigrc®s 
friends to strengthen that organization by bacUng U in All mailers pcrlaining to tlie 
commuual settlement ’ 
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THE ALL INDIA HINDU LEAGUE 
Ck)MixG Census 

Talking oi millions reminds me of the coming census operations Democracy 
IS to a ver} large extent dependent on the counting of heads Dunne; the last 
census the Congress did irreparable damage to the Hindu cause bj obliterating 
house-iuimbeis in Hindu mohallas and threatening Hindu villagers with social 
ostracism if they did not bojcoit the census opeiations The result, as 30U know, 
has been disastrous The iiiajoiity community has at places been placed at a 
permanent disad\antage bj this incorrect recording of its numbers It is the dutj 
of eiery Hindu to see that the mistakes of the past are not repeated Our 
future status depends on the correct figuie of our total population This is 
an issue over which there can be no possible diflereiice of opinion among the dif- 
fernent castes and sub-castes of our commumt} Brahmins, Kshatrijas, Yaishjas 
and Sudras are all Hindus and unless they stand together against the* encroachment 
of their rights they shall all be reduced to the status of hewers of wood and 
drawers of water 111 their o\^n countiy The Hindu League which has been formed 
with the permission of the Mahasabha, is intended to ser\e as a common platform 
for all Hindus, iriespecUve of casto and creed, to oppose the Pakistan scheme 
and to see to it that the Hindu interests are properly looked after m the coming 
census 

Presidential Address 

A note of warning against the dangers of the 'fratricidal scheme of Pakistan’, 
an appeal for \unU at the present ciitical juncture, a leiteiation of the one-natioii 
theory and a plea for a policy of benevolent neutiality towards the Indian States, 
were the keynotes of the presidential address deli\ercd*by Mv M S Anet/^ ml A 
The president made a rapid sur\ey of the international situation and passed on 
to a discussion of the situation in India which he desciibed as a house di\ided 
against itself The Congress had been wakened bj disci iimers from the Hindu 
Blahasabha and the Muslim League Holding that our helplessness can be o\er- 
comc by our detcrmimtion to stand united, Mr Anej appealed to the inajoritj 
community to shoulder the respoiisibihtj for shaping our destui'v 

‘Ihe first and foremost idea that must dominate and guide the activities of 
all the sections of the Indian population, if the\ want to be a free nation, is that 
India or Hindustan is one ^^hole indivisible nation’ He called upon the Hindus 
who wanted to stand for the fulfilment of the ideal of the Indian nation, nameb, 
Hindustan, to oppose ^Mth all their strength e^er^ attempt to divide and vnisecfc 
the Indian nation 

Indian States and Congress 

Urging the need for the restoration of confidence in the minds of 

the princes, the president said that it was unfortunate that the growth 

of the conception of an Indian demociatic state is vieued with great 

suspicion and fears by the ruling princes Ihe main reason for this 
was the socialistic and commnnahstic bent of mind of some of the 

leading politicians who play a Aery important part in the Congress poli- 
tics He had no hesitation in saving that the sudden departure made by 

the Congress in its traditional policy of neutrality in regard to the ad- 
ministration of native States was a blundei And the direct participa- 
tion of the first rank Congress politicians like Sardai Yallabhbhai 

Patel, Dr Pattabhi Seethaiamayya and Seth Jamna Lai Bajaj m the 

agitation earned m certain States was a still greater unpardon- 
able blunder But the most deplorable feature of this agitation which has caused 

an almost irreparable wrong to the united India was the part placed by Mahatma 
Gandhi himself Mr Aney then alluded to his fast at Eijkofe 

The president declared that the Congress must definitely repudiate the 

socialistic doctrine and declare that in the scheme of independent India the order 
of the princes and ruling chiefs have got a place of honour and that it is definitely 
opposed to the principles of setting up the peoule of the native States against their 
rulers Y’^hat we Avanted to achieve in British India was the establishment of the 
sovereignty of the people The foim of government may be republican, totalitarian 
or even monarchic, but the independence of the States is a recognized fact 'Ihis 
attitude of benevolent neutrality towards the native States Avas subject to one 
exception If they found that the administiation in any native State A^as perversely 
persisting m the pursuit ol a fatal policy of racial or communal discrimination, he 
Avould insist on Indian pnblicmen giving up then policy of neutrality and using 
all means of persuasion agamst such a State to abandon this path 
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Taming to Pakistan, he said, ‘Nothing vrill be more fatal to India than the 
recognition in any form of the fratricidal scheme of Pakistan It \Tin he neither 
in the interests of the Mahomedans, nor those of the Hindus It itiII nndoubtellj 
be the beginning of the end of both * 

Refuting the two nation theory Mr Aney stressed that from the earliest 
times to the days of the Maratha empire we find that the Indian people iniie 
chenshed the ideal of integrity of Bharata^arsha ns a common motherland of all 
The customs and usages of the Hindus and their entire so inl, ciiluiral anil 
political life has the idea of one India as its ba^^is If India is to be divuh'fl into 
two difTcrent nations under two diflfererrt political powers, the whole t ibnc of 
Hindu culture stands in danger of being destroyed No Hindu can give his 
consent to anj scheme of this kind 

He recorded a protest against Pan-Islaraism which he said, had the definite 
oh]cct of bringing the Asiatic nations lilc India and Burma under the indncncc 
of Islamic culture and Islamic religion He a companson betwee i t!ic 

demand for a ‘homeland’ or ‘national home’ by the Mahomedans with the demand 
of the Jews for a national home in Palestine and a«ked whether the one was no* 
as outrageous as the other According to ^Ir Ane> the Pakistan « heme was 
concened not in a spirit of constniction but of destruction He then pro^cedal 
to deal with the practical difficulties of the scheme, namclv, the prc'^encc of 
predominantly Hindu populations in certain areas m the Punjab and Bengal, the 
possible migration of moneyed Hindus from Pakistan, the finaiirn! difiunltics 
which would arise in the case of deficit proMnccs and the possibility of conflict 
between these so called independent communal slates 

CO^G^I:S3 AKD HiKDUS 

Mr Aney criticized the Congress for conniving at the wrong done to the 
Hindus of the Punjab and Bengal and the Hindu communitv gcnorallj whuh has 
accelerated the pace of the process of disunion and deterioration of the spirit of 
nationalism He then dealt with the disabilities of the Hindus in the yarious parts 
of the country 

PnoGRAMMK FOR HiKDU I>n\Grr 

Concluding, Mr Aney chalked out a programme of work for the Hindu 
Leaguers, who, he said, should gne a proper lead to their counfrymen and 
co-religionists at this critical hour He urged them to stand for ]>ea<'c and 
peaceful methods and organize the Hindus ns a uodj with a clear conco})Uon of 
the great duty and responsibilitv which thc> had to shoulder Ihe principk*^ laid 
down the League of Nations will be fulh recognized and applied in the solution 
of the problems relating to minorities in India with such adaptation as the spccnl 
circumstances in India may require Ihe Hindus must also start a moremrnt 
of volunteer organization or support the Rashtn>a Swaynm J'cwnk Rsngh lAcry 
effort must be made to destroy untouchabilitj and raise the economic education and 
moral level of the depressed classes 

The Hindus he concluded, must unhesitatingly aesume the responsibility of 
protecting their country If this result can be achieycd only b> cooperation with 
the authonties m their efforts for the success of this war the Hindus, he dedared, 
should cooperate They had to do it more m their own national interests than in 
those of our rulers 

Resolutions— 2nd Day — Luclmow— 2SUi Jul> 1040 
Muslim Sfparatist *lI:^D|:^CIF-3 

TIic open session of the League met again at Lucknow on the nevt dav, ihc 
28th July 1940 under the presidcncj of Sir M S Aney A fairl} big gathenng of 
delegates and visitors was present 

On a motion from the chair it was resoUed that the Ivcagiio viewed with 
anxiety the present political situation complicated b\ the communal demands and 
the separatist tendencies of the Muslim League and calletl upon e,cry organization 
in the country to direct the nation’s energy into a common channel ana promo’c 
unit) among all its sections, groups and parties 

P VKISTAK 

By another resolution the Leape condemned the Pakistan scheme cntirclv 
anti Indian and suicidal and (rusted that all tho«c who looked upon India a^? their 
motherland and wished to preserve its culture and fntegnty would malecre^ 
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sacrifice and offer tlie stoutest opposition to the scheme of partitioning India into 
communal blocks It called upon the Congress, the Eoirrard Bloc, the Hindu 
Mahasabha, the Liberal Federation and other political bodies to face it by united 
counsel and action 

Mr B C Chattcrjee of Calcutta, moving the resolution, reiterated the deter- 
mination of the Hindus to fight this scheme which he characteiized as an attempt 
to violate something which was inviolable— the indivisibility and integrity of the 
country Dewan Bahadur Barbtlas Sa7da, seconding the resolution alluded to 
Khan Bahadur Allah Bux’s analysis of the scheme and dealt with its impracticability 
on financial and other grounds 

Census of Hindus 

A third resolution authorized the president Mr 21 S Anetj, to take all 
necessary steps in connection with the organization of the anti-Pakistan movement 
and the correct recording of facts in regaid to the Hindu community in the ensu- 
ing census operations in India On the suggestion of Dr liadhaUmud 2Iukhe)jee 
it was further pointed out that it vas scientifically wrong to describe the 
aboriginal people of India numbering ovei 30 niilions as followeis of an undefined 
tribal religion and that they should be desciibed as Hindus in accordance with the 
results of anthropological enqmiies 

Communal Awaed 

The League by another resolution urged the abolition of the Oommuunl Award 
as it hampered the healthy growth of nationalism interfered with the harmonious 
relations between the different communities and jeopardised peace and tranquility 
in the country and culminated in the Pakistan movement 

Dr Radhakmnud Miilerjee^ moving it, held that the Award was absolutely 
inconsistent with any form of democracy or i esponsible government and Indians should 
ask for its immediate cancellation He stressed the fundamental unity of the 
country and added that India and Hinduism were organically related like body 
and soul 


UntouchAbility 

A resolution on untouchahility moved by Pandit Raj Nath Kiinzrii enjoined 
on Hindus the duty of doing everything in their powei and adopting all practical 
measiues to eradicate untouchahility and to promote equality and fraternity between 
caste Hindus and the scheduled classes Pandit Kunzru declared that untouch- 
ability was a blot on Hinduism and should be eradicated forthwith 

Dr 2faneckchand Jataveer^ ML A, of Agra, lepresentative of the scheduled 
classes, made an impassioned appeal for equitable treatment to bis community 
Through defections from Hinduism and embracing other faiths the Hindu 
population during 1891 to 1931, he said, had declined by 11 per cent , and if 
measures were not taken to conserve their numbers in another five centuries they 
would perish completely 

By another resolution the League resolved that with a view to securing 
maximum efficiency and avoiding fnctiou steps should be taken for the cooperation 
of all Hindu volunteer organisations m the country aftei the model of the 
Bashtriya Swaynm Se\ak Sangh founded by the late Dr Hedgewai, 

Nazi-ism 

A resolution sponsored by Mr C S Ranga Iyer recorded an unqualified 
condemnation of the spiiit of Nazism as being completely opposed to the Hindu 
traditions and a menace to civilisation and the freedom of nations The League 
asked Britain immediately to declare India a Dominion based on the Statute of 
Westminster with a view to securing her maximum effbit and cooperation in the 
task of defeating Nazism 

Mr Ranqa lye) asked the gathering to battle for unnersal freedom so that 
"the Indo-Bntish Commonwealth of Nations which leadeis foresaw would be an 
important unity in a world federation 

The League opined that Hindi should be recognised as the inter-provmcial 
language of India and Devanagiri as the script for every province in India 

^ ^ Nationalisation of Army 

•'Another resolution mcfved by Rai Bahadur Siikhdeo Behan Mtsia was passed 
ioTding that the question, of self-government was indissolubly bound up with the 
question of national defence and therefore "Urging his Majesty’s Government and the 
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GoTernment of India to talc immediate «tcp8 to nationalise all the arma of Indian 
defence, namolv, army, navy and the air fo^cc An amrndmrnt h\ Dr ^ir J T 
&nvasta\a accepted asking for enrolment of Hindus inthnhn*: in 

large numbers as pocsible so as to secure the prcpondcranr c of the maDnlv 
community m the future national armv of the countiy Mr Ran^a Her « ip,>vrinu 
Etressed that Hindus m the orm>* should ha\c a^strength proj ortiuin^c to their 
population 

Pufsipfnt’s Co'*CIuoI^G HiMArKS 

Mr If S Anej/f in the course of his concluding rcmarls, made a no mg 
appeal for unitv among the various Hindu organizations in the countiy I here 
vas no antagonism or contrariety of interests between the 2*Iaha‘‘nbha niid the 
Hindu League The latter was designed to devote all its cncrgiC'j to the tn'^l of 
combating the Pakistan movement As long as there was a sinuic Hindu nine in 
this countrv, he said, they would resist the introduction of the scheme 

Mr Ancy drew a picture of the ancient glory of Hindtisthan empha-i'^ini: the 
conception of'the immortality of the soul and the indcstructabihty of the Hindu 
religion and Hindu ide^s Here, in India, he *=aid, there was untold wealth wailing 
to be tapped It was a land teeming with warriors— the dcs cndnnls of 1 ^^ro'^a 
who fought the battle of Kurukshclra Thev were a nation ]fuleating with life 
and vigour and yet the authorities were not Larncs-ing these resources in men and 
money He hoped that they would now wake up to a realipalion of these f«clb 
and nationalise the army By nationalisation he meant not recruiting of <^omc 
more men from the so-called martial classes but raising them from all the provin- 
ces and from all classes of the populaliou, so that the force thus raised would be 
national in every sense of the term 


The Working Committee Proceedings 

Resolutions — New Delhi — l2th & 13lh October 1940 

The "Working Committee of the All-Tndia Hindu League concluded its two day 
session at New Delhi on the 13lh Oct 1940 after pa^^sing Fe\cn more resolution^ 
The committee differs from the opinion of the Congress ^Yo^kl^^ Committee 
embodied in the resolution passed at Bombayi which has ‘•failed to lake a realistic 
view of the situation and give a correct lead to the country at ihis critical 
hour 

“The hope of the political emancipation of the Indian people depends on the 
defeat of the totalitarnn forces and the success of the British people with whom 
their fate is indi«=solubly bound I he war Ins now reached a state when the 
Indian people can no longer afford to be indifferent to the Mtal problem of Indian 
ddence The adequate preparation of the Indian nation for her nation*’! defence 
IB a matter of vital importance to them ” 

The committee promises the Government active co-operation and parti- 
cipation in their effort at India’s defence 

Referring to the Viceroy’s declaration of August S the committee declares 
that the scheme and proposals outlined in the declaration have failed to give 
satisfaction to the progressive political parties in the countrv ns thev hold oat 
neither any tangible and definite promise of the inaguralion cf a Dominion form 
of Government at the end of the war nor the introduction of an element of respon- 
Bibihlv in any form in the present Central Government immcdiatelv 

The cora’mitlec also expresses their Eatisfaction at the firm stand talcn by 
the Viceroy lu dealing with the ‘‘extravagant and arrocraut demands’ made by Mr 
2J A Jinnah in regard to the representation of the Moslem League 'on the 
‘■still-born” expanded Council and the Advisory Council 

■> 

Resolutions — New Delhi — 17th November 1940 

Tlic position of Hindus in Sind and the Punjao and the gricvan^'cs wuh 
regard to the census in certain provinces were among the si biect« dealt with in rc- 
Bofutions passed at Delhi on the 17lh November 1940 by the working ejmmUtc^c of 
the All India Hindu League with Mr 3/ S A^ty in the chair 

TTic Committee eviircsscd horror and indignaMon at the continued murder of 
Hindus and their loss of property and iinrcd the Govenilncnt of Suid to put down 
the crimes and restore a sense of sccurit\. It also requested the Governor General to 
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exercise his discretionary powers and failing immediate restoration of law and order 
to suspend the Constitution ’ 

In view of the helplessness of the Hindus in the provinces, the Commiltee 
recommended to the Governor to be liberal in granting them arms licences 

The Committee declared that the political, economic and cultural rnrhts of 
the Hindus and Sikhs of the Punjab are being systematically trampled underfoot 
by the Unionist Ministry and resolved to appoint a committee of enquiry to report 
on how Hindus and Sikhs are faring in the province 

The Committee recorded its protest against the attempt of census officers 
particularly in the Central Provinces and Berar, Bihar rnd Orissa, to prevent 
the aboriginal tribes like, Gonds, Mundas, etc , from declaring themselves as 
Hindus, although their customs, manners, usages, historic associations, modes of 
worship and religious observances are mainly akin to, if not identical to, those 
of the Hindus 

The Hindu League also protested apinst tlie instructions issued by the Bengal 
Ministry to the effect that only the Hinan population of the province be required 
to record their division and sub-division of castes and classes, while the local Muslims 
without mentioning their respective classes and divisions, such as, Sunnis and 
Shias* 


The Berar Hindu Mahasabha Conference 

Second Session — Amraoti — 19th October 1940 

The Pbesijdextial Address 

‘The Hindu Mahasabha is vitally interested in creating enthusiasm in the 
country for war efforts and in organizing its defence on a wide basis and on 
modern and up-to-date lines,’ obseived Sir Mamnatha Nath Mukerjx, presiding 
over the second session of the Berar Provincial Hindusabha Conference, held at 
Amraoti on the 19th October 1940 

Sir Manmatha Nath added tliat the Hindu Mahasabha had no faith m non- 
violence and non cooperation, which it regarded as steiile and non -constructive It 
was prepared whole-heartedly and sincerelj to work in cooperation with those to 
be ruled by whom it was the destiny of their country now ‘But such cooperation 
must be on honourable terms based bn recognized principles of justice and equity 
and with due regard to the position of the Sabha and the crores of Hindus whom 
it represented Independence must be the heart’s desire of all subject nations, and 
Hindus are DO exception to the rule Indeed, thej uould be something less than 
human were they not imbued with the same desire But internal as well as 
external situations imperatively demand that we should, for the present, be satisfied 
with Dominion Status of the Westminster type. We regard the acquisition of that 
status as an immediate step of constitutional advance which is overdue, and we 
want a clear and definite assurance that we shall get it within a strictly specified 
time-limit, not exceeding a year after the war 

The speaker said that it was m the fitness of things that at this supreme 
hour of world crisis the Hindus should not sit idle and indifferent but should step 
in The conduct of some of the world powers had led mankind to think that 
Chiistianity had failed and to suspect that Buddhism in the form lu which it 
was in evidence in action had lost its cardinal principle of ahimsa In this fateful 
hour of world history, Hindu India, which not only had to her credit supreme 
achievements in the bomains of philosophy and spiritualism, but also produced a 
glorious record of solid work in building national life and civilization, must find 
her soul once more must equip herself as an immense reservoir of indomitable 
energy, courage and strength, such as she was in days gone by when her sense of 
true humanity, her creative force and her inimitable culture were ideals for the 
rest of the world to emulate Arising out of the pitfalls into which she has fallen, 
refusing to be lured by the siren call of a resplendent but false civilization and 
soulless culture, let Hindu India rise once again to her full stature ' 

European War 

Referring to the war in Europe, Sir Manmatha Nath said* ‘The three 
European dictators, in spite of their differences on essential points as votaries 
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respectivclv of Nazism, Enscism nnd Commtinjsm, Imvc found it fo*^«iib]c to 
evolve a common formula for pnrsmnj^ ruthless campai^^ns for self np^mnditcment, 
destroying liiiman life nnd ^\orld cuihzation on n pcnlc unprecedented nnd 
staggering Iwo of them hn\c forgotten their fundamentnl nntngoni^^m to each 
other, wuich was bo pronounced at one time that one definitely swore to destroy 
ihe other , and nov; standing on a common platform thev arc diMdmg the f^^odB 
beUveen tliemEClves as partners in adjoint venture Clone arc the Folemnilv of 
pledges, sacredness of promn-e and scnouBncPS of prolcBtations Mo*?! cmihntic 
assurances have been giccn but onh to gain time nnd lull opponents into a bciibc 
of Becunty and onlv to be gone back upon as soon ns it beenme opiortunc to do 
BO , promise to be the god father of a child to be both of the FO^crc)gn of a 
neighbouring state turned into an altnck on and Eubjugalioii of bis kingdom from 
which he had to flee with his family for the safety of their 1 i\cb , secret jiacts, 
undisclosed inlcntions, false profcBsionB hare introduced a Blalc of insccuniy 
m nations as well as in indiMduals ' 

I>dia's Tworoin Dlt\ 

Detailing the latest derclopment in the Bituntion in the Eni East, the speaker 
remarked that India, though for the moment com)>aralivcly remote from the actual 
theatre of rvar, could hardly hope to escape from the cfTccta of lhi« tO| *^N-turMdom 
or remain unaffected by the racages that were being wrought bv the world conflag- 
ration *Tbc collapse of the old order, whatecer Bbnpe or form it ma^ take, is 
bound to produce its repcrcusBionB and reactions in India She ha*^, therefore, a 
twofold duty to perform Firsllv, Bhc will ha\c to react in relation to the world 
conditions and the world upheaval in such a wav as to be able to prc‘^cr\c her own 
life and heritage Next possessing as she docs one of the most, if not the mo^^t 
ancient culture and milization she has a duty to the bleeding, tottering world , 
and she would be false to the eternal spirit of her culture and the undying eonl of 
her civilization if she but turns her face away from the tortured soul of tfie world 
To discharge this two fold duty, elie will, in the first place, hacc to put her orn 
house in order, nnd then to choose her own path and set hcrhcU firmly on u — the 
path of strength and sanity and of progress and prosperity In this critical period, 
in tins world-wide turmoil, in the quick-sands of her own rapidly changing 
conditions a single false step, taken either inad\ertcnUy or dclibcratclv, will involve 
her in a violent retrogression and will entirely undo the progress of an age of patient 
toil or any victory m the struggle for freedom she may have bo far acbicicd * 

lIiLiTVUY Thaimkg 

He emphasized the need for adequate military training for Indians in up to- 
date mcthocis on a sufiicicntly large scale and not in a fashion whuh is not 
tin]ustifial 3 ly regarded as niggaidly Recruitment, not by hundreds or thousands 
but by millions, should begin at once— recruitment not alone from dances re^^anlcd 
as martial but from those also whose lot bad hitherto been to be stigmatised ns 
non-martial 


Communal Avvatd 

Speaking about the Communal Award, Sir 3fa7in>afha Nath said that il had 
instilled into public life an insidious poison whose virulence was increasing with 
the age it was acquiring Ihe speaker maintained that it was not an award at all 
It did not. in truth, possess any of the essential elements, the fundamental reqm^^itca 
of an *award^ — a legal term which presupposed a reference to an arbitration and an 
agreement to be bound by its term 

Pakistan 

Referring to the Pakistan scheme and other ‘schemes ‘for the communal 
division of Hindustan,* Sir Manmalha Nath observed that the Hindu Maha^^abha 
urged upon his Excellency the Viceroy that be should make a clear and definite 
declaration tbst he had not approved or accepted any proposal for the partition of 
India as demanded by the Moslem League The sooner the declaration was made, 
the better 

Pun Proposals 

He laid before the conference five propo'^als rhich could quite ea^^ilv be put 
into practice to make all Hindus think ana feel in terms of a nation In the tir?t 
instance, cfTorls should be made in a proper 6t)irit to come to a Folution on some 
agreed basis of the one great obstacle to ihcir consolidation as one Hindu nation 
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Even if there wns diversity in creed and custom, the speaker saw no reason why 
they could not stand shoulder to shoulder under the Hindu flag Secondly, came 
the question of the choice of a national script, a common language, which went a 
gieat way to foster unity The speaker was inclined to the view that they should 
dioose Nagari as the common script of Hinduslhan Hindi being the spoken 
language — not the 'Urdinzed Persianized or Arabicized Hindi that they saw com- 
monly used, but the pure Sanskrit-nishtha Hindi untainted with foreign words and 
ex]3ressions In the third place, every Hindu should make it a point in his pro- 
gramme of duties to do all he could in order that the depletion of the cattle-wealth 
might be checked and restricted Fourthly, the temples and sacred places of 
Hindus, which were the common bond of fellowship for them, should be restored 
to their orginal order, purity and grandeur And. fifthly, the Hindus of Hindusthan 
should never forget for a moment that they were parts of one indivisible whole, 
‘fragments of one great nation which Providence by the merest chance has separated 
and posted at different places— in India or outside India * 


The Moliakoshal Hindiisabha Conference 

Fifth Session — Bilaspur — 7th. December 1940 

The Presidential Addbiss 

The following are extiacts from the presidential address of Dr SJiyarra 
Prassad Mooherjce delivered at the fifth session of the Mahakosala Provincial 
Hindu Sabha Conference held at Bilaspur on the 7th, December 1940 — 

The Hindu Mahasabha was founded twenty-two years ago through the ^efforts 
of patriotic Hindus who where prominently associated iMth the India National 
Congress It did not perhaps originally aim at entiiely independent political 
oiganisation with a definite mission of its own — a role which the decree of Provi- 
dence has assigned to it during the last few ^ears It had included within its 
mam programme many an important item of social and economic reform of vital 
moment to Hindu interests, but its political outlook had not during the first 
decade of its existence captured the mind of the people at large The dream of an 
Indian nationhood which would compiise within itself men and women professing 
diffeient religions, who r^arded in dm as their common motherland, had fired 
the imagination of generations of political thinkers and workers in this country 
I have nothing to sa> against this ideal for I believe that its consummation, if 
ever achieved, will be all to the good of our country 

But as a matter of actual experience we have noticed that at least one big 
community residing in this countiy, namely, the Muslim, has not openly idenufied 
Itself to any appreciable extent with this movement , on the other hand, its demand 
for special treatment, which was readily acceded to, originally made on the 
ground of educational and political backwardness, has now developed into 
an insistent call for the division of India on the basis of a ‘two nations’ 
theory and a claim for separate independent Muslim States within the 
boundaries of Hindusthan If the Hindus of India during the last half a 
century had not attempted to arrive at a patched-up peace with the 
Muslim leaders but had boldly laid down their political programme, fully recognis- 
ing the fundamental rights of citizenship of all communities inhabiting this land, 
the -situation Mould not have perhaps developed in its present acute form Ihe 
last quai ter of a century had unconsciously imbued some of us with the belief 
that Indian freedom was unattainable except with the support of the Muslims 
of India 

The time has now come when we should not only feel but declare unhesita- 
tingly that the liberation of our motheiland is capable of being accomplished with 
the united efforts of 28 crores of Hindus who regaid this country as the holiest of 
holy land on this earth If other communities join us on the basis of a clear-cut 
national programme, safeguarding the legitimate rights aud interests of all, we 
shall a\elcome such cooperation But if they refuse to join us, we shall regard 
them as a definite obstacle in the path of the achie\ement of our goal and imist 
strenuously prepare ourselves J;o win back our freedom by our oun efforts Our 
Qutlook lu brief should be the attainment of Indian liberty with the support of 
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others if 'ivntkhle on honourable terms, or without it. if tho sitintiou «o dcmmuls 
The infusion of htreugth into the Hindu mind on this b'lsis Ins rcv.cn t] 5 been nnd 
will continue to be a principal duty of the Hindu IMahasabho. 

Goveisment Attitudi 

I do not for a moment ignore the fact that the pre'^ent attitude of Muslims 
IS largely due to the direct anti indirect encouragement it has rcccucKi from renre- 
Bentative*3 of the British Go\ernraent \\hatc\cr pro British hntormns ma\ like 
to assert the fact remains that the policy of ‘dnidc and rule* ras aslutch nurture I 
by British diplomats and has helped to embitter communal feelings m tins countr> 
to a much greater extent than would other\Mse have been \)0 biblc Ihc answer 
to this will not be given by pandering more and more to unjustifiable communal 
demands The answer which a self respecting India can give is to mute the 
Hindus and to make all parties feel that m spite of nil diplomacy and scpiraM^t 
tendencies Indians are capable of reaching their goal b} their oiin sacnluc \nd 
BufTering 

The recent speeches of the Secretary of State for India guc ns an ample 
indication of the true spirit that per\adcs the minds of those in hands the 

destinies of India today lie That spirit is ckarl) anli-Ilindu in chancter Me 
are reminded off and on of communal disharmony in India as the Ftumohng bbek 
in the way of further political progress But ha\e wc heard a *^inglG word of 
contrition or of apology for the introduction of separate ciculoiatos and mrcpluui 
It as a basis for the present Indian political structure ? 'ihe Bnli*?!! Government 
18 reluctant to transfer power to Indians for it apprehends that the Hindus 
constituting 70 per cent of the Indian population, would then have the dominant 
voice whicu leading Muslims would not be prepared to accept It i^^ open to 
Government to institute national electorates and leave administraMon in the 
provinces and at the centre to be run by majority parties who will be returned 
through such electorates with a mandate forgiving effect to political programmes 
that transcend the bounds of sectional interest It will not do that for u knows 
that the acceptance of joint electorates will uUiraatcl\ reduce communal mis- 
understandings, lead to national solidarity and maa sound the death knell of 
British supremacy in India At the same lime it dare not allow Tcprc«entatives of 
the people coming through existing electorates to occupa po'^itions of power and 
authority at the centre, for it knows that the majonta of the people who will 
thus be returned to the legislature even through sep irate electorates must come 
from the Hindus who whatever their party allegiance will unite in removing the 
ever tightening grip of the British Government on Indian affurs 

Crocodile tears are shed for the alleged welfare of the minonMc« in India 
May I ask that if forcible disru\>tion or hamstringing of (he majonta is n new 
democratic principle which British statesmen have learnt to appreciate, why should 
they not apply it to their own country and do awaa with the Parhamenta-y 
constitution that gives legitimate power to the parly that is backed bv tho nmjonlv 
to rule over tho destinies of England ? Again, if an inonlinatc love of imnonia 
interests has temporarily absorbed the British mind, may I ask what pcr«iiad^l 
Government to provide special electorates on a favoured scale* for the Mu‘'hms "in 
provinces where they were in a majonta ? May I ask, again, why does it hesitate 
to do the barest acts of justice to the Hindu minorities in provinces such ns Sind, 
the Punjab and Bengal where rightful interests of tue Hindus arc bein^ daily 
trampled under foot ? M hen will British conscience be roused against the dolibcra- 
tely mischievous provisions of the CJommunal Award designed to cripple the legi- 
timate Tights of the Hindus specially of the provinces I have ja‘'t mcntio icd ? 

Will any one dare dena that the deliberate acts of murder of Hindus in ^md 
are signs and portents of a spirit of complete lawle'^sncss against which no adequate 
protection has aet been given by the Government of the dav If one «in^Ic 
British life were lost through the acts of assassins, as hundreds of inno’'cnt 
Hindu lives have been lost during the last two vears, not only would the Bnt sh 
Lion have roared from one corner of India to the other but the whole Empire 
would have borne a witness to the shaking of its paws lu mv own j rovincc aets 
of oppression affecting the honour of women, and the cultural ci ic, relvious and 
economic rights of Hindus are being sastcmaticalla reported to, rc«uUing in a 
recent demand bv the Hindus for the suspension of the Constitution The JBnltch 
Government is preserving an attitude of stolid silence and of unconcealed 
indifference that gives the he direct to any genuine claim on#!ts part for pre*^crva 
tion of the interests of minorities To dny none can deny that even the Pakistan 
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Bcheme has received at least indirect siipporfe from responsible and influentnl 
persons ^vho speak on behalf of the British Government from time to time It is 
significant that this nefarious proposal has not been disapproved much less 
condemned in any of the oflicial pronouncements lecently issued either from India 
or from England To-day, as I said, the policy is to curb and destroy the power and 
influence of the Hindus by depriving them of their legitimate rights and privileges 

COXGHESS A KB MaHASABHA 

There is much that is common between the ideal of the Congress and that of 
the Hindu Mahasabha , but there are also points of difference Both believe that 
independence is our goal The Hindu Mahasabha has, however, said that if India 
16 treated as a full-fledged dominion just like Canada, Ireland and South Africa, 
it will accept that constitution as an immediate step towards the attainment of its 
coal of full independence This does not narrow down the political goal of the 
Hindu i\Iahasabha , on the othei hand, it puts England’s sincerity to the test It 
offers its hand of cooperation proiided India’s honour and self-respect are maintained 
intact There are matters concerning India’a welfare, specially in connection with 
defence, which may be solved peacefully if England and India acted on a 
basis of honourable cooperation Of course the way in which things are moving 
and the language in which British representatnes are expressing their views about 
Indian aspirations make it extremely doubtful if full Dominion Status will 
come to India immediately on the termination of the war, even if England 
defeats Germany 

While fully prepared to co operate with all other communities residing m 
India and to establish harmonious relationship with them on broad and statesman- 
like ideas of Indian nationalism, the Hindu ]Mahasabha genuinely aspires to instil 
in the minds of 2S ciores of Hindus a sacred determination *that it is possible 
for them, nay incumbent upon them, to win back the independence of their country 
even though other communities may refuse to offer the hand of honourable 
cooperation The Congress attitude towards Hindu interest especially in respect 
of the communal award has been a regrettable episode in the history of Indian 
progress and the Hindu Mahasabha is determined to see that in future the case 
of the Hindus does not go by default Where Hindu rights are violated as such, 
Hindus must learn to resist them with all their strength 

Lastly, the present creed of non-violence of the Congress as interpreted by 
some of its exponents is not the creed of the Hindu Mahasabha Centuries of 
political subjection haie almost blotted out the memory of Hindu valour and 
strength and broken the backbone of the people Their power of lesistance, their 
resolution to stand against evil e\en at the risk of death have been greatly weakened 
The current doctrine of non-Moleuce has further enervated the Hindu mind 'Ihe 
Hindu Mahasabha appreciates the need for Ahimsa But it fiinily believes that 
Ahimsa born of fear and cowardice is not consistent with India’s great heritage nor 
have any people the right to preach the doctrine of non-violence unless they have 
the power, the courage and the valour to uphold truth and right, justice and equity 
by all possible means, peaceful or otherwise A nation must first be physically 
strong and adequately armed before it can proclaim and defend moral doctrines 
That nation is truly great which has force and strength at its disposal but never 
abuses them for the advancement of self-interest or self-aggrandisement 


The Hyderabad Hindu Conference 

Resolutions — Hyderabad — 28th July 1940 

Disorder and confusion prevailed at the session of the Hyderabad Hindu 
Conference held at Hyderabad on the 28th July 1940, when a resolution moved by 
Mr Shankei^ao Bo^ gaonhar^ giving conditional support to the new constitutional 
reforms was debated 

The resolution expressed gratitude for the declaration that the Nizam repre- 
sented his people in his own person, which principle was a sure step towards 
Responsible Government Though the reforms were m themselves incomplete 
and unsatisfactory and reduced the majority community to the position of a 
minority, the resolution advocated its acceptance by the Hindus for whatever they 
were worth, provided full civil liberties were granted. 
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Messrs Vtnayal rao Narendar Pcr^had^ S^xen'i G'^np'xt h'\\yp nnd c*l 
vchcracntlj oppo'jed the resolution and disorder prevailed for sonic lirrc and iho 
proceedings hid to be stopped for half in hour 

At the request of the President, Dr ^foo ije inidc i Fpce h in the emrse 
of which he pointed out the fact that the dcclirition tint the Nixam rcprc~ nte^l 
the people m his ovrn person was i step towards Pcsponsihlc Go ernnent fcu'h 
a position did not in British India and hence the light for frcoflom 

Dr Moonje admitted that the reforms rcrc uncati^^far tor\, hcrauc/j thc% reduced 
the 85 per cent Hindu population to a rninontj and said that Hindus wauhl nc\cr 
rest content till thev had got Tcp^e3^'ntal^on in the L^'giciaturc con'imcnsura*e with 
thezr population If the Government accepted tiirir cntici'^m and wilh l^eir 
the reforms, it would be well and good If, on the other hand, Gn^cnnncit 
Ignored their criticism and enforced the reforms, what ras it that should 
be done ? 

One section of the Hindus co itmucd Dr Monnje, dcsirc^l to k^cp aloof, while 
another desired to enter the Lcgi'^laturc and fight boMi from within and oiteidc 
If the> did not get into the Ijccrishturc, reactionaries would bo profited Illus- 
trating this, he cited the incident in the Bihar Council, when the Coatrre-s withdrew 
on the advice o' the late Pmuht Nehru, IcaMiig Muslims in a majoritv, 

wl^ adopted a resolution making Urdu the provmrnl language and Go**crnmcnt 
promptly enforced it If thc% did not enter the I cgi^laturc and opi'oscd, a 
third partj of Governincnt would be benefited He adMhcd them to think co^dh 
and decide for themselves 

The resolution was then put to \otc and earned bv S30 votes to 23'} 

Resolutions pledging lovxlty to the Ruler and the A*=af Jahi ])Nna«:tv, con- 
gratulating the fcatyngrahis who had rcccnth undertaken the mil rcistan^c 
moicmcnb under the direction of the Mabacabha and \r\a Samaj and nno*h»'r 
condoling the untimcU death of some of the 8al^ag^ahls were al«^o pa'^^rtl 
Another resolution moved by Bhtf aji Paid referred to the question of the repre- 
sentation of the Hindus in the ScrMccs and requested the Government to uicrcacc 
the proportion according to their population basis while n fifth, mo»cd from the 
Chair, appealed to the Administration to set at hbertA all Hindu prwoncre ar d 
undertrials connected with the movement unoondilionalh, so as to create an atmos- 
phere of goodwill among the various communiticb 


The Bengal Hindixsablia Conference 

Ninth Session — Krishnagar — IGth November 1940 

Presidenllal Address 


The claim that the Hindu *\Iaha*5abba was neither an anti national orcani^ation 
harmful to the cause of the Mabomedan*;, nor were its activities inflncnml Ir low 
political motives, was made by Str ManTratha Nath 2^ooJcrjtc, Pre^raent of tlie 
Bengal Provincial Hindu Malia'^abha, presiding over the Ninth Hindu Conference 
held at Knshnagar on the IGtb November 1040 

Dr B C Moonje, Acting President of the All India Hindu Mah*-=nb1 a, 
Dr Syamaprasad AJoofcrjcc and Mr N C Chaitcrjcc were present, among o^ber 
leaders, at the opening of the Conference 

Str Ma7imatha7iath «aid that Hindus and 3Iu£hn«= had been Inirg as 
neighbours in this land for centuries, treading the f=ame gro ird aid brcall'ing 
the same air And who amongst them would be so foolish to say that a 
between the two communities was desirable ? If a Hindu, •'ualous of the j roq enty 
of his community nurtured a feeling of ill will ngain*^^ the Miw caiman he was 
much too mistaken But it was one thing not to harbour ill-fecling acari*-^ a 
neighbour and to respect and to love him and it v as ano^'^c’* thing to forget ones 
religion, culture and rights and rcl> on the mercy of another onh to he u‘=cd as a 
tool m hi3 hands 

AiM«? or Ton 

The speaker maintained that it was the oh]cct of the Hindu ilaha^abha nciticx 
to create hatred against the Mussalmans among the Hindus, nor to Icep alive the 
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diffeiences between the two communities Neither was it the organisation’s inten- 
tion to work foi the good of the Hindu community at the expense of the interests 
of the others The Slahasabha’s ideal was to recognise and establish the ]ust and 
legitimate lights of both the communities Iheie would have been no need of the 
Mahasabha had the Muslims not been slow to regard the other Indian communities 
as then biethren, nor had the Congress been mindful of the rights and interests 
of the two communities and helped to light the wrong perpetrated by one 
community upon the othei 

Sn Mamnailianath said that a Hindu, like all rational beings, loved freedom 
and would try to exert himself in acquiiing complete independence From the 
conditions now prevailing in the country and outside, it would be evident that 
India was not yet fit to stand by herself against so many odds facing her The 
Mahasabha believed that the time had not yet come when India could stand all by 
herself in the comity of nations and defend her freedom and independence. It 
was, however, ceitain that she would attain the strength at no distant date but 
at the present moment she required the help of a powerful nation It was, therefore, 
ready to accept Dominion Seatus of the Westminster type 

Be^vgal and the Congress 

The speaker appealed to the Bengali Hindus among Congressmen to fully 
realise the situation obtaining in the country Particularly, he appealed to the 
Congress nationalist members to ]oin the Mahnsabhnites and to help them in 
achieiing their object He asked them to realise what position they held in the 
Congress “Congress”, he remarked, “remembeis Bengal only at the time of 
expulsion ” 


The Welcome Address 
Appeal for aid to Britain 

“We must render all help to Biitain, and to that end we must insist on Britain 
helping us properly to organise and equip ourselves” said Mi Narcndra Kumar 
Basils Chau mail of the deception Committee, welcoming the delegates to the 
Conference 

Mr Basil said, “The way that England has been resisting the victor of the 
major portion of the Euiopean continent and moral displayed by Britons are beyond 
all piaise Whetbei the wai England is waging is a wai "for the pieservation of 
demociacies as she professes, or a war for her own self-preservation and self-interest, 
IS a question which I will not discuss As hard-headed practical men what we 
haie to decide is whethei, apart fiora all other considerations, it is to our interest 
to give England all our support in this war We have our quarrels with England, 
we have not been treated fairly by hei in the past All this is well-known, but 
the question of questions now is ‘Can we afloid not to help Butain with all our 
enfeebled powei ? If England loses, can we expect any better ticatment from any 
other invading power from the West or from the East ? If England were to 
withdiaw fiom India under the stress of hei enemies, or for any other reason, 
would oiir independence be worth a minute’s purchase in the present state of the 
woild? That is the question which I ask mjself Will non-Molence, preaching 
against war, fasts or anv other fantastic methods save us from hoides of imaders 
armed with the latest mill tar v equipments ? My answer to the question is that 
we must lender all help to Biitain and to that end we must insist on Britain 
helping us piopeily to oiganise and equip ourselves ” 

Bakistan Agitation— a Sinister Move 

Ecfeiiing to the Pakistan scheme Mr Basil remaiked that at one time it was 
generally thought that it was too fantastic to be worth e\en iidicule But recent 
events had shown that the move was “a sinister one and that one does not know 
how far it is sccietly blessed, if not actually suggested b;} outside authority— who 
knows, aftei a decade or two, somebody s reminiscences will not reveal the true 
oiigin of that scheme as has been the case with the Aga Khaii^s memoiial in 
Lady Mintons reminiscences ? It, therefore, behoves us not to belittle this satanic 
movement, but to put foiward all our strength in opposing it, and seeing that it is 
nipped 111 the bud” 

* He also leferred to the flight of the Hindus m Sind , the Communal Award, 
'describing it as ‘'rather an ordinance, which perpetuated communal electorates 
and gave weightage to the Muslims”, the Calcutta Municipal Bill, the Secondary 
Education .Bill and the firing incident at Kulti in September last 
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Pica tor CoprccT Census ror 1911 

Emphasising that the ensuing census of Bengal should be comclly taken, 
ZFr Basu characterised the l9dl census \yas not only wrong but India oil'll > wrong 
in some respects Be did not think that the fault was entirely that of the census 
officers ‘'Ihey were not gnen proper materials A Btu]Jid decision was made, 
again by the Congress, to boycott the census and you reap the hardest By 
boycotting the Simon Commission we got the Hoaie-cum-Macdonald dctision, 
and by boycotting the census, we got the 53 /4G ratio Ihis mistake muct be recti- 
fied and it IS the duty of e^cry one of us to see that the 1941 eensi s figures are 
as correct as possible I have no doubt that if the true figure is elicUc<l the proi)Oition 
of the communal population of Bengal will be in favour of the Hindus” 

Resolutions — 2nd Day — Krishnagar — 17th November 1940 

The conference which concluded its session on the 17tli November pas«;rd 
resolutions demanding the release of political piisoneis and detenus, condemning the 
Communal Award, protesting against the Bengal feecondaiy Education Bill, and 
the Second Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill 

The Conference called upon all Hindus to take the utmost care in securing 
a correct record of their numbers and to oficr all possible co operation in that 
regard to the Census aulhonties, demanded “the appoiiilmcnt of an independent 
committee of inquiry to inquire into the firing at Kulli” and deploring the 
“complete failure of the Ministi^ to deal with this disties^ing situation ” 

The conference, was of the opinion that the picsent Conslitution should he 
suspended in Bengal as “it has failed due to the policy that is being pursued by 
the present Ministry ” 

Dr Moonje, speaking on a resolution, criticized the policy of the Congress 
and said that the nationalism preached by it, was not real nationalism, but a 
pseudo one and also suicidal “According to the Congress, nationalism in India 
must be an exception to the general rule and therefore must he the composite 
conglomeration of all the different religions existing in India ” Be added that 
if the Hindus wanted to save themselves from their own friends, the Congiess, they 
ought to have no politics other than that of the Hindu Mahasabha 


The All India Hindu Youth Conference 

Madura — 29th December 1940 

Presidential Address 

The annual session of the All India Hindu Youth Conference was held at 
Madura on the 29 th December 1940 undei the presidency of Dr Shy avia Prosad 
Mukerjea who in the course of his speech said — 

We meet at one of the most critical periods in the history of our Motherland 
In addressing you it is but natural that 1 should stress the importance of your 
role m the struggle for national regeneration of India Youth, it is often said, 
18 the architect of a nation *8 freedom That magnificent edifice of freedom is yet 
to be built in India, and if you arc to contribute worthily to the creation of this 
structure, you will have to take stock of your materials lay plans and mobilise 
all your energy and skill in addressing yoursehes to that noble task There is 
none here who would look at this ancient land and be not filled with pride and 
reverence — a land that has fostered an undying cultuie that is unique m its 
strength and vitality, sheltered diverse sects and religions and communities of the 
world and given them all a happy home peace and prosperity, made us proud 
possesEOrfl of a rich and noble heritage built up through \anous phases and 
processes of history involving profound meditation, powerful action and noble 
self sacrifice of countless men and women through ages past Our country has 
hitherto been one home — geographically, historically, culturally and spiritually 
Men have indeed come from outside and made tbfs lahd their abode, but they haie 
ever been influenced by that fundamental atmosphere of unity that has been 
India’s great characteristic To day, it has suited the interests of our political 
masters to divide India and rule Tier# We must stubbornly resist any moie for 
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dissecting India, Tivhetlier it emanates from a section of Moslems or it is fostered 
indirectly by a tbird party 

iKDLci’s Position 

As regards tlie position of India against the international background, \re 
must realise the helpless state in ^yhich oar country is placed to-day In a 
world which has changed its ideas and weapons of warfare as also its moral 
values m favour of what are shamelessly barbarous and ruthlessly horrible, India 
stands with no knowledge and weapon to defend herself, bereft of all means that 
might help her to mobilise her resources to resist any possible invasion She 
stands unarmed and helpless not because she herself wanted to do so but 
because she has been reduced to this state of impotence by the deliberately perverse 
policy of an alien Government 

*Our country is unique in the whole world Its snow-clad mountains, rising 
majestically above all known heights, its long stretches of perennial livers vitalising 
the country and distributing health and wealth to all, its vast habitable plains 
teeming with millions, its resources of all kinds remaining to be utilised, make 
oiir country a veritable paradise m the mortal world But the dwellers of this 
paradise, the children of the soil, hardly get any share of this rich heritage 
Economically the land which had always been smiling with plenty, whose treasures 
had been nroverbial and had invited rapacious foreigners to plunder her again and 
again ana yet remained unexhausted and almost inexhaustible, is now m 
deplorable nuns When we look at our society to-day, we notice the innumerable 
ills that are sapping its health and well-being Internal divisions and conflicts 
among the numerous castes ha\c brought into the forefront the need for a 
gigantic social reconstruction To-day our enemies are taking full advantage of 
the loosely-knit structure of Hindu society and reactionary forces are constantly at 
work for weakening its very foundations 

The tragedy is heightened by the fact that although politically, culturally 
and economically the Hindus are losing their strength there is no 
systematic effort on their own part to combat this menace Ihe clarion call of 
Veer iS'aiarAar asking Hindus to unite under the banner of the Hindu Mahasabha 
is intended to touch the heart of every son and daughter of India who look upon 
this great land as their home-land and are prepared to identify themselves comple- 
tely with her joys and sorrows, her rise and fall The catholicity of Hinduism is 
proverbial \Ye*bave never hesitated to respect other religions and cultures If 
w6 have ever erred, we have erred in giving too much attention to humanity and 
too little to our own problems, to our hearth and home Internationalism is un- 
doubtedly desirable but it must be erected on a well-adjusted platform of nationalism 
We are often prone to neglect the foundation and to brandish the superstructure. 
Thus we who form one-fifth of the entire population of the world cannot have our 
voice felt in the administration of our own country We are looked upon as 
minors -to be kept perpetually under the care of our self-constituted guardians. 
The slave-mentality is at the root of all our evils India as such was never con- 
quered by a foreign array It was the Indians themselves who by reason of their 
disunity and divison allowed the foieigneis to come and dominate over their 
motherland and self-respect demands that they themselves should undo what they 
have done ^ 

Youth’s Duty 

In every country youth is considered as the backbone of a nation Youth 
movements have revolutionised thoughts and ideals in other countnes and swept 
away reactionary forces that stood in the way of their national regeneration Y^outh 
18 a period in the life of a man when he is most sensitive to new ideas and is 
^traded by the dazzling brilliance of the light that comes from afar It is there- 
^lore natural and desirable that the Indian youth should be open to the influence 
of new ideas and new creeds But what I deplore as anti-national and as 
injurious to my country s interests is the blind and xmcritacal acceptance of any 
creed, simply because it is something new and is followed in some foreign countnes 
We have our own problems vitally affecting the destinies of our country We 
have uur past ideals and traditions which stimulated thought and action in many 
distant parts of the civilised warld While we should not hesitate to imbibe the 
•best that the lessons of other lands can offer, we shall be guilty of gross betrayal 
if we ^pose ourselves as^ cheap imitators, forcretful of the peculiar problems of our 
own country -There iS a section of reactionary * Moslems who acting with the 
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indirect support o! the British power desire to impede the cause oi our liberation 
and to dominate the Hindus, specnlly in provinces where the Hindus are in a 
minonty The Hindus tiemsehes, often blinded by a false nation of nationalism, 
ha^e not the capacity to stand against an cmI that seeks to destroy the \ery 
foundations of that truly liberal and nationalistic spirit winch must sustain any 
permanent movement for the independence of their country 

Hixdoism akd CoiniuxrsM 

It has almost been a fashion on the part of a certain section of the Indian 
youth, most of whom are Hindus to idohse what they call communism, irrespective 
of the immediate problems that face the Hindus of India Ihcy hesitate to c iH 
themselves Hindus Ihey forget that Hindus themsches constitute a nation and 
when that term is used as defined b> the Hindu Mahasabha, their rights 
are identical with the nghts of India as a whole lo my mind it is no less an 
indication of slave-racntalitv and inferiority-complex to accept everything that is Iliis- 
Bian because it comes from Russia than it is to accept everything BnUsli 
simply because it comes from Britain When I am encountered with a new creed 
I should examine my own creed to which I was born and nurtured and see how 
best I can assimilate what is new with the creed that is mine The Hindu 
philosophy of life docs not envisage a less noble and wholesome ideal for human 
conduct than the philosophy of communism I do not hold the mcw that wc have 
nothing to learn from communism and the activities of Russia or of any other 
country But I am against blind and uncritical acceptance of any creed, simply 
because it is the latest fashion in the market We can and should learn a good 
deal from the example of men like Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin Who in the world 
would not emulate Lenin in his idealism which was so tempered with a sense of 
reality that he could go against the orthodox Marxists and apply his principle 
with an eye to the objective conditions of Russia? A tenacity of will, an iron 
discipline, a single-minded devotion to one’s cause and a keen sense of responsibility 
are virtues which characterised Lenin and which men in our country can worthily 
emulate Look at the present dictator of Russia Who wnl not admire Siahn^a 
shrewd sense of reality ? The same England which considered him as untouchable 
IB to-day anxious fox bis friendly gesture Between him and Hitler, there was 
all conflict and no agreement But did such conflict stand in the way of his 
entering into a non-aggression pact with Hitler and reaping rich benefits out of 
it ? The unique position that fctalin occupies to day is not due to his blind 
adherence to his communistic ideals He bears first and foremost the interests 
of feoviet Russia in mind, and he is playing his cards with commendable skill 
and foresight, always anxious to take the fullest advantage of the situation to add 
feathers to the cap of Russia 

Ppoblems or Hikdosthan 

I ask you with all the emphasis at my command to apply your mind , first 
and foremost to the problems of Hindusthan, to take a firm stand on the Indian 
soil and address yourselves to the removal of the weeds that choke the growth of 
healthy plants on your own once adored garden of beauty and sweetness In the 
solution of our problems we shall apply Western methods but the fundamental 
basis of our social and economic structure must be in accordance with those 
impenshable doctrines of equality and service which marked out Hinduism as 
one of the vital factors in the history of the world A re-organisation of Hinduism 
according to modem needs and conditions is essential for the salvation of our 
country 

The energies of the youth must be applied to the solution of our basic 
national defects which are a stumbling block to the attainment of our poliTicaL, 
freedom Unite twenty eight crorea of Hindus by one common national -ideal 
and inspire them with the firm conviction that their unity can and will -herald 
the dawn of Indian liberty We have before us the great problem of removal of- those 
social inequalities which prevent the attainment of Hindu unity Our society 
to day though nominally consisting of four ‘varnas’ has more than three thousand 
castes some of which, though consisting of our own brethren, the flesh of our-*flesh 
and the blood of our blood, have been relegated to thq. rank of untouchables Let 
the Hindu youth take up this colossal problem In right jeamest and establish nn 
invincible social brotherhood that will recognise no artificial^ distinction between 
caste and caste and infuse an undying strength into the Hindu social order. 
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Drive Ieeiteraoy 

Theie is then the question of illiteracy Make an organised attack on it and 
bung the lamp of light to eveiy Indian dooi There is the question oE class 
antagonism Let the yofith be the toich-beaiers of iindeistanding and good-will and 
unite the diffeient classes into one oiganic vhole Iheie aie the incieasing 
instances of Hindu women being kidnapped and outiaged and of Hindu lives and 
piopeities destroyed in a planned and systematic mannei, specially in pi ounces 
where they aie it, what patiiotism is it, what humanitaiian outlook is it that bea- 
cons you away from applying youi energies to fight down these immediate evils that 
are out to imperil if not destroy your e^vistence as a self-respecting lace ? Youth 
oiganisations must develop in eveiy part of the country and they must be trained to 
launch a planned and systematic campaign against all forces of evil and reaction 
Ihis deteimined lesistance \m\1 effectively piepaie you for the stiuggle that 5011 
will have ^ face foi bunging about the economic and political independence 
of your country Establishment of study-ciicles, ciitical examination of 
social, economic and politic il pioblems both here and abroad, oiganisation 
of defence forces of associations foi the advancement of physical fitness 
and enduiauce, of touring parties foi visiting villages and aieas specially in 
disturbed centres, aie only some of the major activities that should absorb our 
urgent and active attention 

If you believe that communalism stands as an ever-rising hindiance fo the 
''attainment of our goal let me lemind you tuat a surrender to the demands of 
reactionaiy Moslems, even to the length of offeiing to the Piesident of the League 
the Piime-Ministeiship of India, will notiestoie Kindu-Moslem unity I am not 
against Hindii-Moslera unity But this unity must be built on the fundamental 
concept that Hindusthan is indivisible, that Hindusthan is the fatherland of all 
communities claiming the citizenship of this country and that a fiee Hindusthan 
wheie minority rights will be sciupulously protected must always remain primaiily 
in the hands of the children of the soil themselves The sacred duty of preseiving 
and advanceing the political, the cultural and the spintual fieedom of this land is 
vested by holy injunction in the twenty eight ciores of Hindus who will live for it 
as cheerfully as they will die for it 

Inter-Provincaii Jealotjsises 

The youth of India has also fo fight against the giowing tendencies of inter- 
provincial jealousies The Hindu Mahasabha aims at uniting the Hindus and 
while we shall not neglect our own piovincial pioblems we must fully learn the 
habit of safeguading the inteiests of oui biethxen irrespective of the provin- 
cial area from which they may come Bengal and Sind, the Punjab and 
the North-Western Fiontier Province have their own problems vita- 
lly affecting the Hindus but they can never be solved unless they aie made the 
problems of Hindusthan as a whole Once this All India outlook genuinely captmes 
the imagination of the people at large, a new spnit of comiadeship will govern 
our actiou which will enable us to face dangeious situations with courage and 
solve them without fear or hasitation 

Standardisation Problem 

One of the gieatest curses of Indian public life is party factions and paity 
squabbles It is a thousand pities that very often these unseemly quarrels dis- 
figure the conduct of those who call themselves leadeis dominating the public 

life in the countiy. This spiiit of faction veiy often affects the activities of the 
youth as well My appeal to you is that m this gieat hour of crisis you will not 
allow party factions to grow amongst you and spoil the veiy cause you have at 
heaifc Differences there must be in evei> sphere of activity but if ue place the 
country's interests above everything else, such differences will melt away and be 
adjusted in a healthy mannei so as not to undeimiue the movement itself 
Liberty does not mean the iigid and forcible acceptance of the view-poiut of one 
pel son 01 one paity Just as I cheiish my own libeity, so should I be piepaied 

to respect the libeity of others I appeal to 30U to tiain yourselves m a spnit 

of steadfastness and robust discipline and develop that capacity foi corpoiate 

work which alone can endow us with unbending strength and determination 

Build up Character 

Personal conduct and character will always play a great role in the true 
building up of the youth movement, Inspiied by a lofty idealism which is nothing ^ 
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more and nothing less than the liberation of their beloved Motherland, let the 
youths of Hmdusthan remember that freedom will not come by a mere surrender 
to emotions or by a vociferous observance of slogans 'lo day the forces that want to 
keep us down are poweiful and organised Their plans can be frustrated onl> if we 
look upon our problems with an eye of realism and actively prepare ourselves 
to meet them in the field of open conflict Stuami Viiel ananda once said that no 
great task can ever be performed by tricks and stratagems Our youths do not 
lack bnlliance or intellectual gifts But they must be equally endowed with 
that solidarity and strength of body and character which defy mountains of 
obstacles, that purity of conduct and sense of individual and public morality which 
make man greater than a mere animal of the human species and raise him above 
Ins circumstances and even superior to fate I ask you fervently to apply your 
minds to the solution of the great problems that face your country specially to 
tight those reactionanes who are out to destroy the vital rights of Hindu citwcn- 
ship If you have to reach the height of liberty you have to be solemnly earnest 
about your programme of work and prepare yoursehes for the greatest suffering 
and sacrifice 

9 he American poet Walt Whitman has said 

‘‘When liberty goes out of a place, it is not the first to go 

Nor the second or third to go. 

It waits for all the rest to go*— it is the last” 

Wi^ Bvck OOP Liberty 

That liberty we have lost and if we have to win it back—as win it we must 
— the youth have to win back ‘all the rest” before we can sec the dawn of freedom 
light up this ancient land of ours whose service has inspired generations of men 
and women who considered no sacrifice too great, no suffering too arduous for the 
attainment of their cherished goal 

Let us recall the words of the great Indian seer, one of the true makers of New 
India, fen Atirobindo that the bare intellectual idea of the Motherland is not in 
it^self a great driving force , the mere recognition of the desirability is not an 
inspiring motive Ifaere are few who do not admit that freedom in the abs- 
tract IS a desirable thing Many have the wish to see freedom accomplished but few 
have the will to accomplish it It is not till the Motheiland reveals herseU to the 
eye of the romd as something more than a stretch of eaith or a mass of individuals 
It is not till she takes shape as a great Divine and ]Maternal Power in a form of 
beauty that can dominate the mind and seize the heart that petty fears and hopes 
vanish in the all-absorbing passion for the Mother and her service, and the pain- 
oUfam that works miracles and saves a doomed nation is born Bande Mataram’ 
IB the sacred ‘mantia* that in a single day converted a whole people to the religion 
of patriotism No other ‘mantra’ can make Us appeal to the sons and daughters 
of JElindusthan The Mother has revealed herself Once that vision has come to a 
people theie can be no rest, no peace, no further slumbei till the temple has been 
made ready, the image installed and the sacrifice offered A great nation which 
has that vision can never again bend its neck in subjection to the yoke of a con- 
queror May this inspiiing ideal serve as a beacon-light to all who have the interests 
of Hmdusthan truly at heart I May the Divine Mother banish fear, superstition 
and cowardice from the minds of all and lead us along the path of unity and 
righteousness and stimulate each of us however humble or unworthy to make his 
life’s offering at the altar of that Eternal ‘Sakti’ that presides in all her glory and 
perfection over the destinies of oui beloved Motherland 



The National Liberal Federation 

22nd Session— Calcutta — 28th to 30th. December 1940 

The Welcome Address 


The twenty-second session of the National Liberal Federation of India was 
held at Calcutta on the 28th December and continued till the 30th December 1940 
under the presidency of Mn F Chandavailar^ Ex-Vice Chancellor of tlie 
Bombay University 

Lord Stnha of Eatpttr^ Chairman of the Deception Committee, in welcoming; 
the delegates, called upon the people of the country to forget their intern^ 
differences for the time being and concentrate their efforts on winning the war 

“There has been, and still is,” he said, “too much loose thinking, and the 
real end is lost sight of in the maze of shibboleths and communal antipathies 
Our existence is now bound up with that of Great Britain We stand or fall with 
her We cannot allow the forces of evil to triumph I am confident that when 
victory crowns the efiorts and saciifices of the Democracies, a new era will 
dawn on this country, and oin people will breathe the breath of freedom and 
contentment, and will be of substantial help in establishing a new world order 
uhich the suffeiing peoples are all looking forward to” 

“So long ns the foim of Go^erument in India,” Lord Sinha went on, 
“remains what it is, acts of the Executive Government cannot help being liable 
to be misunderstood It is therefore necessary, that so long as there is no change 
in the system of Go^e^nment, important affairs of State, especially those which 
concern defence, are so conducted as to eiolve the support of the people 

“The Government of India has put forth stienuous efforts in support of 
the fight against totalitarianism We are grateful to those responsible for what 
has been and is being done But India’s efforts might have been more widespread 
and effective, if the people had a voice in the organization and control of defence 
arrangements It is one thing to help in the framing of a scheme and the carry- 
ing out of it It IS another thing to haie a set scheme, in the framing of 
which you have had no hand placed before you as one which must be 
carried out 

“We look for the creation of an atmosphere that will attract all possible 
support for successful prosecution of the wai The support should be drawn from 
all sections and groups, and the support should have life and momentum at the 
back of it There should be no hesitation on the part of those in charge of aflairs 
in coming forward with measures that will eioke the spirit of sacrifice in support 
of the cause for which Britain is fighting ” 

The Presidential Address 

In the course of his presidential address Mr Y N Chandavarlar said — 

I wish, during the brief hour that I shall speak to jou, to tell you without 
mincing matters what I think of the present political situation'in India and what those 
111 power ought to do at the present moment to win the complete confidence of the 
Indian people Ihat they may go ahead with the war which, I must frankly say, 
IS as much our war as it is theirs, so that lasting victory shall, in the end, crown 
the British arms,— a victory that will preserve our liberties for us in India as 
they will be preserved for those in Great Britain as well We must not let our- 
selves forget in this connection that the political quarrel between Bntain and India 
IS a domestic quarrel, which should not be allowed to interfere with and queer the 
pitch for action against the common enemy of mankind 

What is Liberalism and wbat it means as an inspiring force and a shaping 
influence m Indian politics, is a subject on which we maj well spend a part of 
our*' allotted time, so that we may clearly euMsage the situation as it is to-day and 
perhaps find a way out of the present hmpasse ’ Those of the Congress Movement 
lu Tnaia, who may be lightly described as its founders understood Liberalism 
scfpiewhat as follows — ^They never made caste, conimuiuty, sect, clique or party 
ev^r come before the interest of the country as a whole Only the other day Mr 
Amery^ the Secretary of State for India gave us the slogan, as he put it, of “India 
fiLrst*” But long, long ago before it, the late Sir Pherozshah Meliia bad declared 
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from the Congres platform that he was not only a robust optimist like his friend 
the late Blahadeo Govind Eanade but that he was ‘‘an Indian first^^ and every- 
thing else, if at all, afterwards This was the sheet-anchor of his faith in India as 
a nation And this is the sheet anchor of Liberalism as well It was in that faith 
he strenuously opposed speoial, separate communal electorates for Mahomedans 
in India even on grounds of expediency, in the Minto-ilorley Reforms of IbDO 

Ihe next article of faith in the creed of Liberalism is to work always and 
inevitably for Indian unity and Indian Nationalism Whatever mars that unity 
has, therefore, to be regarded in the light of Liberalism, not only as a step that is 
retrograde but ns a step definitely meant to divide us m order to keep us in perma- 
nent bondage Hiudns and Mahomedans have Ii\ed long enough — for centuries by 
now — in this country, not to regard themselves as separate political entitle'* Nation- 
ality and Nationalism are terms that can never mean either Hindu Nationality 
and Nationalism or Mahomedan Nationality and Nationalism The} can only 
mean, rightly understood, Indnn Nationality and Indian Nationalism In piiblu. 
life, there can be only Indian Nationality based on Indian unity If this has not 
been so in India even to day, the reason is not far to seek It is to be found in 
the introduction of communal electorates in Indian bodv-politic by wny of the 
Minto-Morley Reforms, 

No SOBSERVIE^C'Z 

Liberals and Liberalism cannot be charged with subscrviencyi for their creed 
has always been ‘"co-operate where we can, and criticise where we must ” "Ihey are 
no sycophants and no demagogues , and they cannot be branded as representing 
cliques and interests and yet posing that *Uhey alone can claim the honour of 
representing India ” 

Liberalism is the enemy of reaction as it is the enemy of all wild cat schemes 
of revolution and reform Its watch-words have ever been regulated libertv, progress 
and reform Wisdom, sobriety and right direction have always been its guiding 
tenets This is expressed in other words by Mr A 0 Ifume, the father of the 
Indian National Congress, as “a genuine parliamentary frame of mind It is a 
method and frame of mind by means of which we are enabled in public life to 
throw our minds m the common stock, to educate and focus public opinion on the 
immediate question in hand and seek to solve it by discussion and argument and 
by an open mind that does not shut out honest and fairmindcd cnUcism from 
any quarter 

While Liberalism is keen on “avoiding the dangers of cataclysm’’ it is definite- 
ly opposed also to the “equally serious” menace of stagnation That is, stagnation 
on the part of the powers that be and cataclysm into which the country is rushed, 
at periodic intervals, by the Congress rulers of the country I wish to say nothing 
more on the present or past mood of Congressmen Suffice it to say here that the 
passion for creating a succession of deadlocks has done us no better service than 
landing the whole country into a ‘cul-de-sac’ It has spelt disaster and confusion 
all round It has sown disunion and discord throughout the country It has 
driven the country round and round the same programme without any benefit to 
the body that sponsored it and with infinite loss to the country driven by it 

Charge Against Congress 

Congress stands to day, miles away from the effort to educate the people of 
India into *‘a genuine parliamentary frame of mind ” Instead it has fostered all 
round slave mentality in its worse form In the name of discipline it has crushed 
freedom in the name of the majority it has done away with democracy and 
practised the art of Government by fiat and mandate It has left the constituted 
electorates of the Assembly to take care of themsehes Professing to be reBpon^ible 
to them, it has really defied them, and compelled the Ministries in olTice to do 
what its self-styled Parliamentary Committee and the Working Committee bids 
them do And these take their orders from the sole dictator at the top, who is 
not even a four-nnna member of the Congress itself I Twenty years of Congress 
activity has not brought the country either peace or self go\ernment Nor has ^he 
ground been prepared for the government of a people for the people and by the 
jieople It does not recognise public opinion much less consults it On the otF^c 
Hand it holds forth its own opinion as the voice of the country as a whole I3y 
this kind of pugnacity on its part, it has created another rival, — the Muslim 
League, who is as clamorous as itself in claiming that it ^ball be equally pugnact* 
oils and that it shall be heard And between the two the country siiifera from 
stagnation on the one hand and the danger of. cataclysm on the other. 

39 
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“Negatiox of Libeealism ^ 

Wlnt characterises the present political situation in India may be aptly 
described as the negation of Liberalism For another vital characteristic of that 
faith 15 compromise which is, to day, conspicuous by its absence between the 
Government and the parties that confront it It is also absent between the parties 
themselves that should work together for common good “I am the State,*' says 
the Government “I am the State to be and the people combined” says the 
Congress “I am going to be the State — not even within the larger State but 
separate and distinct from the whole, —and yet I demand that the greater will 
move as I direct or shall not move at all,** says the rival, threatening war if it is 
not heard All this has come about because there is the absence of larger vision 
and the denial of rational corapiomise as the only key to the solution of any poli- 
tical problem The Government will not compromise, the Congress will not com- 
promise and the Muslim League will not compromise The Govenimeut will do 
nothing without the Congress and the Sluslim league It will listen to none else 
for as the slogan goes, none else can deliver the goods They seem to have for- 
gotten, all of them, that this has never been and can never be the successful 
method of political reform and advancement What has been achieved so far, has 
been achieved only on the basis of rational compromise, on the basis of mutual ad- 
justment of claims and concessions with commonweal ns the only end in view 

So much for those who \\ould ha\e nothing short of complets independence, 
which means isolation and may ultimate! v in\olve, as the forces of the Vtovld play 
upon us to-day, a short shrift to all hopes of freedom, autonomy and dominion 
status in the future governance of India So much also for the Pakistan school of 
muslim politics, which, if conceded or extorted, ray lead us back to the days 
when endless feuds jealousies, rivalries for power, and civil wars were the order 
of the day in this disunited India of the past 

And what shall we say about the Government in the light of this almost 
universal law of practical politics ? Leaving alone reactionaries — the apostles of 
stagnation —on the one hand, and extreme hot-gospellers on the other, compromise 
warns Government face to face with the awakened political conscience of a people, 
that it will not do for them to introduce any "small and temporary improvement**, 
unless “it IB made on the lines and in the direction of a great and permanent 
change’*, envisaged by the people and offered to them as a distinct pledge by the 
rulers In any circumstance, it should be no such reform as will make it “all the 
more difficult to return to the right line and direction** in fulfilment of “some 
large and ^irogressive principle which is the crux of the expected change ** And 
lastl 3 % a wise Government must always beware not to seek “to palm off upon a 
society the small one as actually being the great one and to represent the small 
reform as settling the whole question ” 

Plea for Txme-Liwit 

Now the Government have promised to India the grant of full Dominiou 
Status aftei the conclusion of the present war It has added that the promise shall 
be implemented within the shortest period of time after the war What is impera- 
tive in this matter in order to convince people of the absolute smcenty of their 

intentions is that a definite time-lirait should be announced forthwith at the end of 
which the definite promise shall be definitely carried out A warning note 

has here to be soundea that in this task none of us in India will be satisfied or 
silenced by the production of a “tertium quid” to which I have already alluded 
above I must frankly say in this connection that I am far from satisfied with 
the recent observations of the Secretary of State for India, Mr Amery, on the 
subject of constitution-making for India We do not want any experiment here, 
either on the American or any other model Oiir historical and political evolution 
under the British rule has set us definitely ou the path of what is clearly 

enMsaged by Dominion Status and democratic, parliamentary self-government We 
have passed through four successive stages of reform from 1892 to 1935 And we 
demand the fulfilment of responsible self-government for India in a manner 
outlined in the concluding paragraphs of the Montagu-Chelmsford Report on the 
Reforms of 1919 That responsible self-government has been put in a clearer form 
still by the Balfour declaration of 1926 And the Westminster Statute gives us 
under it full and complete fteedom of initiative and action This is to what the 
Riitish Government is now definitely pledged And we shall accept nothing that 
takes us in a line and diret^tion different from the path clearly marked out for us 
m that promise, ' ^ 
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But are we to bo satiBfied in the meanwhile, with things as they arc, on the 
excuse that nothing can be done or need be done while the wai is gome on ? The 
least that we except from the Government of the day is, that they will go ahead 
with their scheme of the expansion of the Viceroy’s Executue Council and of 
adding on to it a War Council, also composed of non-ofbcials drawn from all 
parties in the country But it has to be emphatically said in this connection that 
the two Councils so formed should not be in the nature of an c> e-wash The 
members chosen or nominated to work upon them should be of the wisest and the 
best, and, though technicall> responsible to the Viceroy alone, the convention should 
be established that their advice shall normally operate without let or hindrance 
from any quarter Above all things the portfolios of Defence and Tinance must 
be in charge of non officials who are not drawn from permanent seniccs 
The policies shall be framed by the non-official members concerned, who will 
be allowed to see to it that they are earned out in letter and spirit 
by the administration under them And the responsibility of these members shall 
be a joint-responsibility, aad not only for the particular depaitmcnt which may be 
put in their charge Thus will be initiated from now a cabinet system in the 
Central Government which may not be responsible, but must ceitainly be made 
responsive, to public opinion m the country Without this mateiial change of 
outlook and policy in the immediate governance of India, none will be couMneed 
to-day that the country is ‘not’ meant ‘only to supply men, materials and monc>, 
as if it were a conquered country” and that a sincere and whole-hearted attempt 
18 being made “to win the goodwill of the Indian people on Oie side of war, a 
factor of such immense importance in the difficult days that lie ahead of us all ” 

DErENCE AND FINANCE 

I need not go here into the details of Defence and Finance But I shall 

S ermit myself to say something by way of general observation on Defence Wc arc 
ere on stronger ground than any other political party in India Finance and 
Defence have been subjects studied in detail and spoken on with authority by some 

E rominent members of our Party Therefore, my observations on the subject will 
e only of a general character, and such as suggest themselves to a lawman and 
nothing more These may be summarised somewhat as follows — 

(1) That it IS not only foolish but criminal, if not suicidal, to say that wo 
can drive back an enemy, who attacks us with weapons of violence, by following 
the policy of non-violence And it is no act of violence to defend our country and 
our healths and homes against such an cnem^ by leconrse to arms The cult 
of non-violonce has no application whatever m such a case Therefore, to pursue 
an anti-war propaganda on this ground has no sanction m history, religion and 
ethics of any country in the world, not excluding India 

(2) That e\en more than any subject of constitutional reform the question 
of the reoiganisation and Indianisation of the military sjstem of the country is 
vitally connected with the growth of our nationhood in the British Commonwealth 
of Nations, and therefore, it cannot be either shehed, postponed or lightly set aside 

(3) That as modern wars have become more and more scientific, a country, 
which does not employ its best brains and talents in its armj, is hound to go to 
the wall in any conflict with modern powers Hence it is up to the Government to 
push on vigorously with its policy of Indianisation The University T mining 
Corps should be expanded and utilised full> for manning the army with officers 
Military training of Indians in all arms like artillerv, navy and air force should 
be speedily undertaken, and pursued with zest, vigour and drne suitable to the 
occasion 

(4) All BO called distinction for the recruitment to the army as between tbo 
martial and non-martial races should be done away with Provincial disci iminalion 
and favouritism should be a thing of the past Every pioiince should be encou- 
raged by all means to contribute its full share in man -power for the Defence 
of India 

(5) The Government must shed off its distrust of Indians completelv, and 
thus help to turn the present system into what ma> be rightly called the 
National Army of India What Sir Stvasicamt Aiyer said about this question 
years back is more applicable to the situation in India as we find it to dtiy* 
He said, ‘‘We desire that Indians shall be freely admitted to emplovment in nil 
arms of the defensive organisation of the country, that no time should be lost m 
taking steps for the organisation of a terrilonal -army which will serve as an 
auxiliary force of the Indian army This cannot be accomplished until provision 
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is made in India itself to give the hiebest standard of instruction in military and 
naval engineenng, in the construction and management of aircraft in the 
knowledge of tactics, and m all technical and administrative subjects required for 
members of the General Staff’’ 

(6) That the needs of the present war and the penis of neglect are much 
greater than those of the last war Hitlerism and War, if They succeed m 
overwhelming Great Bntain and conquering India, will work ha^oc with all our 
hopes and aspirations for the future of India Hence, both m the political and 
the military sense, the situation has to be handled not only wisely and with 
foresight, but with implicit faith in the people of India 

(7) That this military reorganisation and the war effort consequent upon 

it, should be efficiently undertaken, and undertaken with the fullest confidence 
that the whole country is behind that effort, demands that the defence portfolio 
shall be placed in comnetent and trustworthy Indian hands We have been 
promised Dominion Status, which, without the Dominion Army to accompany it, 
can be so onlv m name Every one recalls in this connection* the speech of the 
late Lord Sinha as President of the Indian National Congress and how he had 
coupled his plea for a definite declaration of British policy in India with a demand 
for the full and all round ludianisation of the Army and the kind of military 
training for Indians that must precede it For he maintained that responsible 
self-government for India can never come until Indians are made fit to defend 
themselves And this, I affirm once more, will not be done until Government 
shakes off for good the distrust in the people which yet marks the military policy 
of the Government of India Ihis is that I have to saj, and only as a layman, 
on the question of Defence ^ " 

Wanted Labge Scale Planning 

Another subject that cannot be overlooked m this discussion is that of in* 
dustrialisation Ihe Eoger Mission and the Eastern Group Conference that met 
at Delhi only recently will, I trust, do all that is needful for purposes of war-time- 
industry and for correlation on that account between countries and interests 
with kindred aim But this is only a temnorary phase What we ought to press 
upon the attention of the Government as also upon the attention of all businessmen 
in India is, that a temporary alignment and co-ordination of effort are not enough 
What India needs most to d*ay ahd the day after-tomorrow, is a definite and large- 
scale planning which will unmistakably provide for clear-sighted industrial prosperity 
of India after the war And the task should be a joint consultation and effort 
between officials directly concerned and business men in the country as well In all 
fields of industry, India is pushing ahead since the last war and there is no dearth 
of non official talent and capital in this country, provided you know how to 
harness it to this planning of industrv and to the successful orientation and 
carrying out of the plan Here again, politics and economics impinge one upon 
the other And confidence and trust in the one field beget trust and confidence 
in the other field also, to the advantage of politics and economics both 

I have already referred to the present political deadlock Suggestions are being 
made for a peace-efiort to put an end to this undesirable state of things The letter of 
Str Jag dish Frasad to the press followed by a long explanation and elucidation 
upon it by Sir Tej Bahadur Saprti the other day, is one indication of the general 
feeling in the country over this matter The Prime Minister of Bengal has come out 
with the proposal that Muslim League schould take a lead in the matter But Mr 
Jiniiah^s subsequent speeches on the subject make one fact clear more than all 
others and it is this that no pourparlers shall even be begun tintil certain previous 
conditions laid down by the Muslim League are accepted by the other party in 
question In these circumstance. I am led to believe that these efforts, if at all 
they get a start, have but a slender chance of success and of success m a manner 
that we all desire for the political good of India as a whole 

One Nation 

We want Indian unity, and no party domination We want India to be 
one nation and not cut asunder into Hindu India and Muslim India. We want 
in India the reien of true democracy on the model of British democracy and as it 
has woiked in England Opr trust, in the first instance, is in that democracy and 
only under it, in the Government that represents the democracy in Great Britain 
and India for the time being We do not want here the domination of one race 
bver* another, or such u rule bymajorit;j ora clamouring minority as will virtually 
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take us back to autocracy or one-man rule We u'ant no true interests in India to 
suffer but all legitimate interests to come together to co-operate to one end, namel> 
the prosperitiy and uplift of our motherland, that is India, and ‘not’ this or that 
part or province or frontier of India We do not swear by complete independence 
of India, for we do not desire to go back to prc-Bntish rule in India, much less to 
fall an easy prey to any conqueror from the East and the West, the North and the 
South We honestly think and firmly bel^e^e that Dominion Status of the 
Westminster Statute variety will give us the Lind’ of independence we need in 
India to dav and tomorrow, to weld her into a self-determining and seh sufiicing 
nation I do not look far into the future One step is enough for me 

If a reconciliation and friendship resulting in a united effort sufficient to cope 
with the present situation are to be brought about based on these fundamentals, 
then it will not do to depend merely on peace missions of the Lind I noted abo\e 
In this connection I welcome the suggestion made recenly by my friend the Honourable 
Mr P N Sapru that England should send out for that purpose n goodwill 
mission to India composed of its first class statesmen whose presence in England is 
not so indispensable for direct war effort Ihe principal aim of such a mission 
should be to travel over the whole country and know the situation for itself, 
than, to interview representative men of all parties in the country, and, lastly, 
as the result of the dispassionate and entirely unoflicial view that it gets of things 
in India, to frame what I may call a Treaty of Friendship between England and 
India, somewhat on the hues of, if not similar to the treaty arrived at between 
England and Ireland after the conclusion of the last war 

It has to be borne in mind that the treaty should have for its aim ‘not’ 
the re opening of the constitutional question between India and England, for that 
has been settled in essentials, namely, Dominion Status and such Status, at that, 
as will make India an equal partner with England in the Indo British Common- 
wealth of nations The purpose of the mission and of the treaty to follow it, 
should be to restore goodwill, to remove possible misapprehensions about the 
intentions now and remote, of England towards India and to prepare the ground for 
the specific task of constitution -making that can only follow after the successful 
conclusion of the present war It should also be understood that the decisions 
of this Mission should not be made to wait upon the previous assent to them by 
the parties most vocal in the world of India as it is to day These noises and 
bickerings are bound to continue till a definite solution and a dccisiie step is 
determined upon by the Government in power We know that this has been done by 
Great Britain and the Bntish Parliament in 1909, in 1919 as well as in 1935 The 
solution of our internal differences communal or otherwise, should not be laid 
down as a condition precedent to the solving of this political tangle We know 
that it was not done m the case of Ireland as between the party led by Mr Dc 
Valera and the party led by Mr Collins and others And we cannot accept the 
“raison d’etre’ of a different attitude to the political struggle between 
England and India There is a very large number of poluically minded and pat- 
riotic men in India outside the Congress and the Muslim League, who will agree 
to such a couise and smoothen the path of reconciliation between England and 
India, on lines honourable to either side My submission to the British Govern^ 
jnent, m their own interest as well as m the interest of India is, therefore, this — 
It should make a clear declartion to the Indian people that, say within two years 
after the war, they will definitely establish Dominion Status in India, and then 
the people of India shall ha^e to work out their own salvation in their own wav, 
without eithei interference or domination from Great Britain or by any party that 
may be in power in Great Britain thereafter In the meanwhile they are sending a 
Goodwill-Mission to India, fair impartially minded, of undoubted integrity and 
honour, whose sole aim in going to India and seeing things for themselves shall 
be to clear up misunderstanding, restore fnendship, and do all in their power to 
smoothen the path of progress all round It is my firm considered and emphatic 
opinion that until the Indo-BriUsh problem is solved first all other differences in 
India will not end 

Resolutions — Calcutta — 29th &. 30th December 1940 ^ 

Domii^iok Status After War 

The session of the Federation concluded on the 30ili December after 
adopting a number of important resolutions ^ 

'ihe hon Mr P N Sapru moved the following resolution on the future 
consUtution of India, as adopted by the eubiects committee 
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‘‘The National Liberal Federation of India, while desirous of satisfying the 
reasonable claims of minorities is of opinion that the Viceroy’s declaration of 
August last virtually gives them a veto on constitutional progress and protests 
strongly against the ^ distinction drawn by Mr Amery between the status and 
functions of a dominion which has created a grave apprehension in the minds of 
the people that what he called British obligations in India may permanently stand 
in the way of India achieving the same freedom as the other dominions enjoy 

*The National Liberal Federation of India strongly dissents from the recent 
statement of H E the Viceroy that the British Government can do nothing more 
than they have already done to enable India to enjoy dominion status and urges 
that it should be immediately announced that India will be accorded the status of 
a dominion within the meaning of the Statute of Westminster within a period not 
exceeding two years after the conclusion of the war 

‘‘The National Liberal Federation of India is further of the view that in the 
meanwhile the Central Government should be so reconstructed as to have by 
convention a fully national character The Viceroy should be its constitutional 
head and that the British Government should not ordinarily interfere with any 
policy that has the support of such an executive and the Central Legislature* The 
portfolios of Defence and Finance should be entrusted to non-official Indians enjoy- 
ing the confidence of the country ” 

The mover said that in this resolution they had expressed their views on the 
political situation which had developed during the last 18 months in this country 
and had also formulated what their basic demands were. 

The history of India, Mr Sapru added, might have been very different if at 
the beginning of the war, before any demands had been made by any political 
party, the British Government had come forward with a clear and unequivocal 
declaration of Dominion Status for India 

Referring to the recent declarations made by his Excellency the Viceroy and the 
Secretary of State for India that they had done all that they could do towards a 
solution of the political tangle and that the initiative now should come from 
Indians, Mr Sapru remarked that his Excellency had been ‘blundering for all 
these years In the declaration it had been said that the British Government sym- 
pathized with India’s desire to frame her own constitution consistent with histon- 
cal and other obligations which they had towards this country. The Jreedom 
which Indians might get was conditioned by these obligations But the obligations 
could be interpreted in such a way as to give them real power or just a shadow of 
responsibility The speaker observed that the question of obligations should be 
settled by direct negotiation between the representatives of India and the 
British Government These obligations ought not to be allowed to stand permanen- 
tly in the way of progress 

As to the distinction drawn by Mr Amery between the status and function 
of a dominion Mr Sapru said I do not care for status , T care for power , I 
care for freedom and I care for, if you give me the right to use the word, inde- 
pendence If we have reahty of political power, status will follow’ 

Mr Sapru added that the attitude of ‘no compromise with impenalism’ would 
lead them nowhere They were prepared to accept the creed of Domimon Status 
which was virtual independence ‘What we want is the reality of power, full 
control over our own destiny, the control which the United Kingdom, Canada, 
Australia, and South Africa have Nothing else will satisfy the aspirations of the 
people of the country Nothing else is worth looking at What we are offered is 
not Dominion Status of the Statute of Westminster variety What we are offered 
IB controlled self-government within the imperialistic structure and if the truth is 
to be told, there is the political deadlock in this country because Endand is 
not 'clear m her mind what she means to do with India after the war That 
feeling will not be removed by an equivocal declaration with mental reservation ’ 

Mr Sapru then referred to the difficulty that confronted them m framing the 
constitution of the country In view of the declaration of the British Government 
they should agree among themselves as to the body which would frame the 
constitution The pnncipal Muslim party in India stood for the partition of India 
'How can yon negotiate m a reasonable atmosphere’, he asked ‘with people who 
"want to aivide this country, people who talk not of Indian nationalism but of 
two nations ? How can you- negotiate with people of that type ? That is the 
initial difficulty in our way and for this initial difficult} the responBibility mainly 
rests with the British Government’ The'' speaker maintained that this problem 
iad been created for them by the British Goiernment when they intioduced the 
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system of separate electorates in India in 1005 This vicious circle vras created 
for them bv the British policy of granting self government in instalments 

Therefore it ras essential, he pointed out that the Bntish Government should 
give up this instalment system They must declare that the future constitution 
was going to be placed on a permanent basis and that the final transference of 
power to the Indian hands was going to take place rithm a definite period of time, 
Mr Sapru held that the Bntish Government was more responsible for the 
present political deadlock than either the Congress or the Muslim League lie 
asked, *Xf an Anglo-Araencan or a Franco British union was a possibility now, 
why not an Indo British union V 

The resolution ras formally seconded by Prof JR H Kellar of Poona and 
supported by 5Ir Q R Somayajulu of Madras and was adopted by the Federation 
without any change 

Seconding the resolution, Prof E H ar recalled that during the last 
war Mr Montagu had come to India to investigate the Indian problem Why was 
not such a thing possible now ? The suspicion was that there was no real *desire 
to part with power 

Supporting the resolution Mr S'omayajwfw said that the future constitution of 
India must be of a federal type at the Centre on the population basis and tho 
provinces must be divided on a linguistic basis provided they were financiaH> 
self-supporting But the federal constitution adumbrated lo the Government of 
India Act of 1935 ras opposed by all the parties in India as it was a negation of 
full responsible government He thought that the future federal constitution should 
be framed by a committee representing all the major political parties in the country* 

Sepapate Electopates 

Dr i? P Paranjpye moved the following resolution on separate electorates 
**1116 Federation, while fully ready to safeguard the interests of all Ecettons 
of the people, considers that the aim of India's political evolution should be a 
democracy not qualified by considerations of race or creed and therefore tho 
Federation is definitely opposed to the permanent existence of communal electo- 
rates and the present Communal Award , at the same time as it would not be 
practicable to effect this reform immediately owing to the existing conditions it 
considers that gradual steps should be taken to eliminate separate communal 
electorates by having joint electorates with reserved seats for a definite penod 

‘^he federation is emphatically opposed to the suggested division of India 
into Pakistan and Hindustan as being against the best interests of the country 
which in its opinion should be one single unit of Government for purpO'Jes of 
administration and defence though it will have necessarily to be of a federal 
character ” 

In moving the resolution, Dr Paranjpye traced the history of the introduction 
of separate communal electorates in this country and said tnat it was a 
great mistake to introduce religion in the political sphere and today they were 
witnessing its dire results 

Eefemng to the Communal Award the speaker said that in this award the 
Musliras had got far more than what they were entitled to in any system of demo- 
cracy and the award had become a standing obstacle in the path of India's progress 
as a real democracy It was time that they put their foot down on the communal 
virus and enunciated once for all their opposition to separate coraraunal electorates 
They did not desire to treat the minonties harshly They wanted to treat them as 
indulgently as possible, even giving them better treatment than what they would 
get on their numerical strength 

Seconding the resolution, Mr J N Basu pointed out that India was not the 
only country which was the meeting place of different classes, creeds and races 
They had had in other countnes a similar collection of races which had fought 
each other, of creeds opposed to each other and of classes contending for power 
against each other But no other civilized country had vet thought of the peculiar 
device that was incorporated in the Government of India Act of 1935 He -gave 
instances of Canada and South Africa and asked if the Bntish people ever thought 
of introducing Beparate electorates in those countries ^ 

After Mr S N Varma had supported the resolution it was earned without 
any change 

The Wap 

Sir Chtmanlal Sefalvad then moved the following resolution on the war — 
‘"The Federation reaffirms-ils deep sympathy with the victims of tolalitariah 
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ap:G 7 cssion and is fully confident that they tviII soon be able to regain their lost 
independence It deeply appreciates the heroic efforts made by Britain and the 
countries associated Trith her and by Greece and China in resisting agpression 
and trusts that their enormous sacrifices vrill be crowned with success 

Federation feels that India should offer its wholehearted support m the 
prosecution of the war as it is convinced that the future of democracy and the 
cause of India’s freedom is bound up with the defeat of totahtananism At the 
same time it feels that the requisite effort will not be forthcoming from the people 
of India unless sufficient enthusiasm is created among the people by a chano-e m 
the policy of the Government towards India” ® 

Moving the resolution, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad said that when they asked 
for India s wholehearted support to Bntam m the prosecution of the war, they 
did BO not to oblige Britain but to oblige themselves If England went^ down 
there was no question but India would lose even the present measure of libertv she 
enjoys Sheer self-interest demanded that India should put forth her best efforts 
m support of England to carry on this war to a successful conclusion 

On the other hand, he said, England m her rule in India during the last 150 
years had failed to equip India for self-defence in the manner she should have 
done And it was on that account that they stated in the concluding portion 
of the resolution that the psychological conditions should be created in order to 
enable India wholeheartedly and more effectively to support Britain in the war 

Seconding Sir Chxmanlal Setalvad^s resolution the hon Dr Hndaynath 
Kunzrii said that the Government had not succeeded in evoking wholehearted enthu- 
siasm in the country for their cause What was that due to ? It was not due to 
any partiality in the minds of Indians for Germany, Italy or Japan , it was due 
entirely to internal circumstances The Goverument must understand the psycho- 
logT of the people and make them feel that the war was their war it must enable 
them to feel that they were being prepared for self-defence and that the fight for 
freedom would soon enable them to enjoy freedom themsehes But unfortunately 
India had been to no small extent antagonised by the shortsighted policy pursued 
by the British Goveniment The speaker made particular reference to the question 
of defence in this connection 

He feared that notwithstanding the fact that the sympathies of India were 
entirely with the democratic countries, so long ns the attitude of the British 
authorities towards India was not changed, it would be impossible to create that 
enthusiasm which alone could enable her to put all the efforts that she was capable 
of in aid of the democratic countnes 

Mr JV C Bharucha and Mr ParmeBhxtar Nath Sapru supported the reso- 
lution which was earned. 

Supporting the resolution moved by Sir Chtmanlal Setalvad^ Mr N C 
Bharucha urged the people of India to offer wholehearted support to British war 
efforts What the Liberals should do now, the speaker concluaed, was to go to the 
people and rell them that by helping Britain in the war India was only 
helping herself 

Mr Parmeshwar Nath Sapru said that if it was necessary to obtain the whole- 
hearted support of the country it was absolutely essential that something should 
he done and done immediately to make the people feel that they were fighting 
for their own existence m fighting for the existence of Britain He further said 
that this WAS an opportunity for Indians to enrol themselves in the air, army and 
naval forces and thus build up the defence of the country 


Cxvni Disobediekce 


The following resolution on civil disobedience was moved by Dr i? P Paranjpye 
‘‘The Federation deplores the resort to civil disobedience by the Congress as 
it will still further complicate the difficult situation in the count^ 

“The Federation also deplores the severity of sentences passed in certain 
cases and advocates enlightened treatment of political prisoners throughout the 
country” 

Moving his resolution. Dr Parayjjpye said that the present civil disobedience 
by the Congress which was, at its beginning, limited to individuals, was now 
assuming an enormous character and leading the country to an abyss whose depth 
they could not at present see He expressed the opinion that in new of the time 
and circumstances prevailing at present in the country, a step like civil disobedience 
was entirely out of place. It might be that, India for the moment was not 
actually in the theatre of war, but the future of India was indivisibly bound up 
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with the result of this war and, thereforej'rtny thing that came in the way of Ihcir 
successful prosecution of this war, was entirely anti-national 

Eefernng to the statement of Mahatma Gandhi that he did not wi‘'h to 
embarrass the British Government and that he did not wish the success of Nazism 
and Fascism Dr Paranjpye failed to realise how this resort to civil disobedience 
would not come in the way of a successful war effort, would not embarrass the 
British Government and would not, at least to a certain extent, encourac^e Fascism 
and Nazism 

Deprecating the move of the Congress m placing civil disobedience or paesue 
resistance as an ideal in itself, before the countrv, the speaker thought that the 
more was entirely untimely and against the best interests of the people 

Dr Paranjpye also strongly criticised the way in which Government were 
treating *he civil resisters who, in his opinion, should in no wav be treated harshiv 
The Liberals should see, he concluded, that no undue severity was used against 
any civil resister by the Government 

Seconding the resolution Rai Bahadur F L De said that the civ il rcsistero were 
not born criminals So they should in ordinary course be treated in a much better 
manner than they were being treated now The resolution was unanimously adopted 

Defesce 

The following resolution on defence was moved bv the hon Dr H N Kumrn 
‘^he National Liberal Federation while always demanding a radical change in 
the defence policv of the Government is strongly of opinion that the war has shown 
that for making adequate preparations for the secuntv of India it is essential that 
(1) the Defence portfolio should be entrusted to an Indian member who 
commands the confidence of the people and, that (2) the Defence forces of 
India should be organised on a fully national basis It recognizes the 

progress that has been made with regard to the manufacture of 'nar materials 
but IB thoroughly dissatisfied with the policy in other respects 

‘‘It urges in particular (a) that the policy of Indianization of the aimv, navy 
and air force should be immediately adopted and (b) that the distinction between 
martial and non-martial races should be done away with and the army recruited 
from all provinces and classes” 

Commending the resolution to the acceptance of the house Dr Knnzru said 
that It was a matter of urgent importance that they should attend immediately 
to the problems relating to their national secimty For a long time their defence 
arrangements were based on the assumption that in any major conflict England 
vvoula come to their assistance But the present wai had shown that this 
dependence on England was a source of danger to India 

The role of India was particularly a responsible one in connection with the 
Middle Eastern sphere The conditions under which the old scheme of defence 
was outlined having radically changed it had become moie than ever neces-ary 
that the policy should be particularly overhauled and further that India should bo 
placed in charge of defence arrangements of the country 

Referring to the move of the totalitarian powers towards India through Egypt, 
Suez Canal and Palestine, the speaker pointed out that it was obvious that they 
were incurring a serious risk It was necessary, therefore, from the point of vicjv 
of England itself that India should be enabled to defend herself 

Mr B B Roy, Mr V V Venkataraman and Mr B N Roy Choudhury^ 
supported the resolution which was carried unanimously 

Wap akd Ikdestfiae Development 

Dr P Neogy moved the following resolution on war and industrial 
development 

‘^he National Liberal Federation of India strongly protests against the virtual 
exclusion of Indians from higher positions in the fcupply department in connection 
with its recent reorganisation and urges its Indianisation in order to win the 
confidence of Indians 

‘The Federation presses on the Government of India and the provincial 
Govern raenlB the importance of taking advantage of the present conditions to* 
foster the industrial developraent^oi the country It is necessary in its opinion 
for this purpose that the fiscal policy vl the Government should be suitably 
changed and that special efforts *shonld be made to secure ^the establishment or 
expansion of the basic chemical and other industries and the establishment of new 
industries under Indian control aud management, 

40 
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“The Feder'ition is of opinion that national interests requue that special 
attention should be paid to the establishment of small scale industries 

“rhe Federation iiiges the taking of all possible steps to deielop shipbuilding, 
aircraft and automobile manufactiuing industiies in the countiy 

“Ihe Fedeiation appreciates the decision of the Government of India to appoint 
more trade commissioners ivith a view to finding new maikets for Indian products, 
but in view of the magnitude of the Inteiests involved is of the opinion that 
vigorous efibits should be made to find new outlets foi such commodities the 
maiketing of which has been adversely aSected by the wai” 

Prof M D Altekar seconded and Mr Sajiti Nath Roy, Mr S P Basic and 
Mr B J Shroff supported the resolution which was seconded by the house 

Indians Overseas 

The Federation adopted the following lesolution on Indians overseas as moied 
fiom the Chair, without any discussion 

“The Federation reaffiims its lesolutions about the injustice to Indians overseas 
and calls upon the Government not to lelax its efibits to remo*’e the cause of 
their just complaints The Federation welcomes the firm attidude adopted by 
them to take such fuither steps as may be necessary to piotect the inteiests of 
Indians 

“the Federation welcomes the raising of the status of the lepiesentatives of 
the Government of India m South Afiica fiom that of an Agent to the High 
Commissioner and wants the Government of India to appoint High Commissioners 
in othei Dominions The Fedeiation disapproves the appointment of officials to 
such posts and is of the opinion that all such offices should be held by Indians 
selected from the public life of the country 

EeTORMB in INDIAN STATES 

The following resolution on Reforms m Indian States also moved from the 
Chair was similarly earned by the House 

“The National Liberal Fedeiation expresses its full sympathy with the natural 
and perfectly legitimate aspiiations of the people of Indian States for civil and 
political liberties 

“The Fedeiation urges that the ruleis of States^ should without further delay 
concede to their subjects the rights of seciuity of person and property, liberty of 
speech and piess, freedom of association as veil as representative government 
as a prelude to lesponsible Government” 

C|:nsus Operations 

On the motion of Mr Mamnatha Nath Sen^ the Federation adopted the follow- 
ing resolution on the census opeiations 

“This Federation calls upon the people to help in having a correct record made 
by the enumerators and to offei full cooperation to the census authoiities and to 
see that theie aie no fictitious entries or inflation 

“The Fedeiation fiuther urges the Government of India to ensure the correct 
enumeration of the difierent communities by providing for joint enumeration by 
enumeiators chosen fiom diffeient communities and also to check the coiiectness 
of the final eniiraeiation by sample or test census later 

“This Fedeiation iiiges the Government of India to amend the Indian 
Census Act immediateh, specially as legaids piosecution for census ofiences 
and for allowing inspection to peisons intending to initiate census prosecutions 

“This Federation points out that those that ordinal ily call and regaid them- 
selves as Hindus are not allowed to be legisteied as Hindus, but aie classified by 
the census authoiities as animists and the like 

“This Fedeiation is further of opinion that the difieientiation made between 
Hindus and Mahomedans in the matter of the recording of castes is not only 
mischievous but also iieinicious in its efiect” 

Changes in Constitution 

On a motion from the Chair, the Federation adopted a resolution efiecting 
certain changes in its constitutron 

The lesolution on the selection of the venue of the next session was not taken 
up by the house^. but will be dealt with by the Couucil of the Fedeiation on a 
later date, ^ ^ t 
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Vote of Thanks 

At the concluBion of the proceedings Mr J N Basn, proposing a vote of 
thanks to the Chair, expressed high appiecialion oi the house of the mannei in 
which Mr Chandavarkar, the President, had conducted the dehbeiations 

Mr Chandavarkar’s EEFOit 

Eeplving, Mr Chandavarkar thanked the delegates for the assistance they had 
given hiTu in discharging his duties He said that although in a minoiity, the 
Libeials were a paity of expediency They had always endeavoured to woik in the 
public life in a spoitsmanlike spiiitr, playing not foi winning but for the sake of the 
game itself , , 

Commenting on the political sitintion in the country, Mr Chandavarkar 
obseived that in spite of several mistakes committed by them the Congress minis- 
tries n the provinces were welcomed as they were repiesentatives of the people 
and had worked in that capacity ‘We have always felt that they weie oui own 
ministers’, he observed bpeaking about leadership, he remarked that they only 
could give the lead to the country that were ready to serve the cause of the people 
as servants 

Ihe Federation appointed Mr V N Chandavarkar as its president and 
Messrs M D Altekai E E Bakhale and M 0 Bharucha, secretaries foi the 
year 1941* 


Proceedings of the Council of the Federation 

Resolutions — Allahabad — 25th August 1940 

The Vicero’V’s Declaration 

A meeting of the Council of the National Libeial Federation of India was 
held on the 25th August at Leadei Buildings, Allahabad Dr i? P Paranjpye 
presided and among those present were 

Mr J N Basil, the hon Pandit Hirdaya Nath Kunzru, the hon Mr 
P N Sapiu, Dr G S Mahajani, Eaja Maheshwar Dayal feeth, Eai Bahadur 
Kunwar Guiu Narain, Eai Bahadur Thakur Hanuman Singh, Principal J B 
Gharpure, Pandit Iqbal Naram Guitu, Mr P Kodanda Eao, Eno Eaja Pandit 
Shyam Behan Misia, Rai Bahadur Babu Bhagwati Saran Singh, pandit Parmeshwnr 
Nath Sapru, Mr Ka] Nath Kunziu, Mr Bii] Naiayan Giutu, Mehta Krishna Earn, 
Eai Bahadur Babu Kampta Praaad Kakkar, Mr fo G Vaze, Bai Bahadur Lala 
Bihari Lai, Mr Yishun Nath, Mr Nibaiaii Chandia Eay, Mr Surendianath 
Varma, Mr Gopinath Kunzui, Mr M D Altekar, Mehta Mahipat Earn and 
Babu Vishivanath Prasad 

The recent declaration of his Excellency the Viceroy and the speech of Mi 
Amery were considered and after a long discussion lasting neaily seven hours 
when several issues involved and many drafting amendments were keenly debated 
the following resolutions were adopted — ’ 

The Council of the National Liberal Fedeiation of India has given caieful 
consideration to the statement of H E the Viceioy of Aug 8 and the speech of 
Mr Amery in the House of Commons on Aug 14 and is of opinion that it should 
be clanhed and modified in the manner suggested below in older to evoke whole- 
hearted response fiom the people in the prosecution of the war 

Need for Clear Assurance on Dominion Status 

(a) The statement of Mr Amery in which he diaws distinction between the 
functions and the status of a dominion with lefeience to India has caused crave 
appiehension in the minds of the people of the country that what he called the 
British obligations in India may permanently stand in the way of India achieving 
the same freedom as the other clominions en)oy A clear assuiance is therefoie 
needed that the contemplated free and equal paitneiship of India is not subicr^t 
to any such qualifications 

Definite Time Limit Required 

(b) The Council considers that a definite "‘timedmtit should be laid down 

NVithin which India will attain dominion status, as it feels that after the war 
danger is over, the larious conditions in the declaration are capable of beinir nut 
forward as excuses for delaying such attainment indefinitely ^ 
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Mii^jstkies axb Dominion Status 

(c) While the Council is anxious to satisfy all reasonable claims and aspira- 
tions, and remedy all the genuine grievances of the various minorities and interests 
in the country, it cannot help feeling that the guarantees given in the declaration 
to the minoiities are avoided in such wide terms that they can be used to stop all 
political progress if their demands, even the most unreasonable, are not fully 
conceded , the council, therefore, desires that it should be clearly stated that m the 
event of such a non-possumus attitude on the part of any minority or interest 
Government will carry out its promise to grant dominion status consistently with 
the principle of nationalism and democracy and {he integrity of the Country 

Defence on Fully National Basis 

(d) To enable India to put forth its best effort for the prosecution of the 
war and to reconcile the country to any sacrifices that may be necessary, the 
Council considers it essential that u) the Defence portfolio should be entrust^ to 
an Indian member who commands the confidence of the people, and (ii) the 
defence forces of India should be organized on a fully national basis and in parti- 
cular, the recruitment of nou-Indian officers should henceforward be discontinued 

Indians to be in Majority in Viceroy’s Council 

(e) The new members of the Viceroy’s Executive I Council should be selected 
from the representatives of the various political parties m the country and that 
such new members should be lu a ma]ority on that Council 

That as a matter of convention such an enlarged Executive Council should 
work as a cabinet, that the Viceroy should be its constitutional head, that the 
British Government should not ordinarily interfere with any policy that has the 
support of such an Executive Council and the Central Legislature 

Self-Dktermination and British Obligations 

(f) The acceptance of principle of self-determination in the declaration is so 
hemmed in by regard for Biitish obligations and guarantees to minorities and 
interests as to render it nugatory and the Council consideis that if it isreallj intend- 
ed to giant self-determination, it should be done in a manner which will make it 
practically effective 


The Western India National Liberal Federation^ 1 
Statement — Bombay — 21st October 1940 

Call for Common Front 

‘The Council of the Western India National Liberal Association have always 
viewed civil disobedience, in whatever shape or form, with intense misgivings The 
Liberals are not alone m believing that the latest decision of the Congress to offei? 
individual civil disobedience may very easily degenerate into lawlessness and violence 
throughout the country Democracy connotes liberty of speech for which the 
Liberals have consistently fought ever since the time when the Congress was 
founded But what the Congress now demands is, in the opinion of the Council, 
license to hamper all war effoit which in reality is an abuse of the liberty of free 
speech It is indeed deplorable that at this juncture when all national effort 
should have been solely directed towards securing unity and the speedy attainment 
of India’s political goal, the spokesman of tbe Congress should have insisted on an 
issue on which the Congress is not admittedly an united body The claim of Mr 
Gandhi that the right of self-expression is not wanted bv the Congress “merely 
for Itself but for all” is dearly untenable because the Congress has hardly ever 
granted freedom of speech to its own members and certainly denied it to those 
outside its fold 

“Ihe Council emphatically declare that the Congress claim to carry on un- 
fettered propaganda against the wai is not only impractical but opposed to the 
best interests of India herself find will undoubtedly** luive serious repercussions 
Mr Gandhi’s own inclinatiop& were at first in favour of giving unconditional 
support to Britain in her fight ;aga!nst the forces of totalitarian States If Mr 
Gancihi was uneirccessful m converting his own followers to his viewpoint, be 
should have, consistently with his professed ideals, carried on agitation in support 
pf hiB view, which /might have prevented the successive somersaults of the Congress 
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from time to time to the infinite detriment of the future of the country 
It 18 obvious that in spite of its loud piotestations not to embairasa 

the British Government, the Congress ib merely trying to cieate 

a political crisis with a view to blostenng up its own prestige and coveiing up a 
senes of capital political mistakes which it committed when it had the reins or 
Government in no less than seven piovmces , , . , m f 

* In the interests of India heiself, it would be suicidal to do anything that is 
likely to prejudice Britain's efforts in her life and death struggle and it is nothing 
short of the gravest disservice to the countiy to lose the piesent opportunity or 
helping in the better defence of India and in attaining ultimate political fieedom 

“I be Council also disapprove of the anti-national policy adopted by the All- 
India Muslim League in putting forward the Pakistan scheme designed to parti- 
tion the country on communal lines The Liberals have always stood for effective 
safeguards for the protection of Muslims and other important minorities and for 
securing to them real part rn the governance of the countiy, but they can never 
countenance a scheme which strikes at the root of all true nationalism and unity, 
thus inviting fiesh dangers of which the consequences cannot be foreseen 

“At this juncture it is the duty of all uell-wisheis of India, to whatever 
political party they might owe allegiance and to whatever community they might 
belong, to unite in a common front to oppose the suicidal policies both of the 
Congress and the Muslim League which undoubtedly hamper all political progiess 
on democratic lines 

“The Council are surprised at the attitude of the Government who, by carrying 
on ceaseless negotiations with representatives of only certain political and communal 
organizations, make it appear that the only method of agitation of which they can 
take notice is the method of threats, bluff and bullying There is a widespread 
feeling all over the country, even amongst those who do not approve of the 
Congress and the League attitude, that the Government have really no intention to 
part with power In the Imterests of democracy itself and great effort in the 
prosecution of the war, it is essential to remove this impression " 


Annual Session — Lucknow — 30th December 1940 

Presidential Address 


In the course of his presidencial address at the all-India conference of Indian 
Christians held at Lucknow on the 30tli December 1940 Mr D S Raviachandi d 
Raoy M A , M D , said 

So fai as I know the Christian Indians lag not behind others in the desire 
that their country should he free Iheie may be diffeiences of opinion with 
regard to the method of its achievement, of points of contact with other powers, 
and the sharing of power and aiithoiity with others , they are matters of detail 
and can await settlement But they aie alive to the call of national freedom 
They, too, feel the chains of slaveiy and realise the humiliation of being a subject 
nation^, and the abject helplessness of looking to others for guidance and inspiration 
and the galling sense of mfeiioiity complex They long to be a great and united 
nation quite fit to face the world with becoming self-iespect and caive out its 
own destiny They see that India can never become gieat and good without 
becoming free Subjection has degraded her and caused her moral bankiuntcv 
economic helplessness and intellectual toipidity India's mannood and womanhood 
could only blossom to fruition in the glow of unhampered freedom 

,, The late Lokamanya Bal ^ngndhar Tilak’s plaintive C 17 , ‘fcJwaraj is mv 
birthright, finds a sympathetic choid in their hearts So they can be counted u^n 
to join those groups in the country that strive honestly, sbcerely, and BelflesBlv^to 
usher in the day of the freedom of the Motheiland 1 BcmesHiy to 

can loifff>^eri 7 India freedom 

of the light sort When the whole nation longs for it ^nd demand at wiYr 
voice, freedom will, nay. must come Our Bhorfsightedness, Btujpidity, cupidity! 
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Eelfisliness, lack of imagination and want of Btatesmanskip have stood in the ivnv 
of our fieedom ^ 

The War 

The Christian Indians are no doubt anxious that the war should come to a 
speedy end They think that India should go to Britain’s aid in her extremity 
and do her best to win the war They believe that India ought to have been 
consulted nefore she was called upon to bear the burden of the war Since she is 
in It now she is in honour bound to redeem the situation Of course it is difhcult 
to say to what extent India would be benefited by the Allies coming out victorious 
The ideals of democracy for which Britam is claiming to be fighting may be 
tenable so far as the countries of Europe are conceined But they seem to lose 
their perspective when an attempt is made to apply them to the countries east of 
Suez Everybody knows that India contributed handsomely in men, money and 
munitions during the last war It was the Indian troops who first saved the 
situation in Belgium by standing in the gap and giving breathing time to the 
Allied armies to be gathered together and hurled against the enemy fronts and 
there was not a dissentient voice all over the country Mahatma Gandhi was him- 
self one of the foremost who proffered help to Britain and wished her success 
But soon after the war was over Britain thought it polite to say ‘thank you’ and 
forget the stand that India had taken The subsequent history — the Ko^Iatt Act, 
the Jalianwalla Bagh massacre, the Dwyer regime — still lingers in our memory, 
though it has ceased to rankle m our heart Once bitten twice shy 

Britain has let us down all along We hoped for Dominion Status but 

what we got was only Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms The three Round Table 
Conferences with much ado and weary negotiations had not brought us much 
nearer the goal Piomises were made to the lip only to be broken to the heart. 
Britain would rather trust her enemies than trust India The lessons of the 
Great AVar were soon forgotten and no serious attempt had beeu made during 
the last twenty years to make India self-sufficient from the military point of view 
against foreign aggression Perhaps B itain could not trust a well-equipped, 
mechanized and armed India India would have been a tower of strength at this 
hour of peril to Biitain, but the short-sighted policy of the British statesmen is 
responsible for the mess we are in today It would therefore need a terrible effort, 
a herculean effort indeed, to trust Britain now 1 But on the moral plane faith 
begets faith and trust begets trust So let us trust Britain this time and do the 
right thing If she hesitates to do the nght thing to us we should have developed 
our moral and spiritual powers sufficiently so as to compel Britain to yield to 
our demands 

For what power on earth can keep four huudied odd millions in subjection 
without tbeir consent ? I am not of the defeatist mentality The trump cards 
are still with us We need not cheat we need not be niggardly Let us be 
aboveboard 

Mere moral support will not do Since we are on the physical plane the help 
we give should take some concrete form 

A^IOLENGE and IsON-VrOLENCE 

Then comes the question whether the aid we give should be of the "Violent 
way or of the non-violent way It is a sad commentary on modern civilisation 
that human beings still have resort to brute force in settling economic and 
territorial disputes We rvitness to day the iinedifying spectacle of two of the 
most progressive, scientific and pro test ant countries in Europe engaged in a death 
struggle bringing in all their resources to destroy each other The Master’s sublime 
dictum of love, gentleness, meekness and non-violence is relegated to the background 
as an impossible theory b> the Christendom of the West, aud all the skill and 
rnventive genius of the European races are being used to hurt, cripple and destroy 
humanity in the lust.for power and wealth At last it has been left to a Hindu 
saint to put to test on a national scale Christ’s tenets, and to base on the principle 
of non-violence his scheme for winning India’s freedom What the western 
empiie builders have rejected Jiag betometlfe cornerstone' of the eastern Mahatma 1 

Every disciple of Christ should : 5 iiBh success to ^he daring adventure of 
faith of Gandiujr since the betterment of the world and the preservation of our 
cnilization 4iltimatelf rest on non-violence Let the non-violent way of achieving 
human destiny he India’s contrit^tign to the war mad and blood-drenched nations 
of the West, nnd when it has gupped their imagination we should have paid back 
our debi to Europe 



310 


—30 DEC ’40 3 THE PKESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

In the meanwhile let us help the Allies m whatever way we can Those who 
still hold to the efficiency of violence maj join the fighting forces, whereas those 
who believe in non-violence may find many opportunities to realise their lueai 
We have alreadv sent a Red Cross ship to China to show our sympathy to 
those patient suiTeiing people We may likewise soothe the pillow of pajo, bind 
the broken limbs and heal the aching heaits of the sufferers among the belligerents 
We must help human beings ui the hour of their need and suffering whether they 
be friends or foes, regardless of their deserts We cannot afford to ignore the 
claims of suffennfc humanity nor turn the deaf ear to the mute pleadings of the 
wounds of mind, body and souL India with her great traditions of chanty 
should not lose this opportunity of being true to herself and doing the 

light thing . 

Turmoil in the Country 

It IB regrettable that the atmosphere today is surcharged with cm! 

disobedience Peihaps both sides aie lesponsible for it It is a pity 

that the Congiess Governments threw up their positions of responsi- 
bility, power and influence in haste without putting up a fight to the bitter end 
It IB also a thousand pities that the Biitish Goveinment stampeded India into 
the war over the heads of the acciedited Governments of the piovinces without 
even going through the formalities of consulting them Two wiongs cannot 
make one light I India is suffeiing today by the blunders made on both sides 

Ihe right of fice speech is one of the greatest achievements of the modern 
age Moral and spiritual piogiess cannot be achieved without it It is indeed a 
poweiful weapon , it should be used with caution There are occasions when 
speech is silvern while silence is golden 1 At times discretion is the better part 

of valour 

It may be that the man in the street does not yet sufficiently realise the 
import of this war The Government is welcome to use all its lesources to do 
piopagaiida and coiut the help of the millions of this land But their opponents, 
if any, should be given oppoi turn ties to air then views Otherwise it would be 
imitating the footsteps of Hitler and Mussolini If India is with Bntaiu in this 
war the Goveinment need not mind what a few iireconcdables can do On the 
other band if India is not with the Goiernment the act of impiisoning some of 
the leading men and women all over the country on mere technical grounds does 
not help matters It only serves to diy up the fountains of sympathy for the 
sufferers across the seas 1 Ihe incarcerated leaders speak behind the non bars 
louder and more persistently than they ever did outside It is indeed a ticklish 
question inrolving a choice between the deiil and the deep sea Ihe statesmanship 
and moral resources of both Bides are needed m no small degree to solve the 
issue satisfactoiily 

Force may compel obedience, but it can never win love, sympathy and 
hearty cooperation It is not too late yet for a rapprochement A Christian 
Government may yet rise to the occasion and do the big thing I am sure that 
IMahatma Gandhi will unhesitatingly lespond to a Ohnst-iike gesture on the pait 
of Batam 


Christians and the Future 

The future is to those who plan and strive for it No community can be 
certain of an assured place unless it woiks for it Self-help is the best and the 
only help that the Christian community can depend on in this country So long 
as the majority of the community aie in Government oi missionarv services it 
cannot be independent Economic independence is as important as political inde- 
pendence , in fact both are intei -dependent Not how much one eains, but how 
one earns affects one*s chaincter If every Christian youth is taught the art or 
craft of earning an independent livelihood, his or her future is assured Thev 
may not be rich but they will be self-respecting and inspiring citizens !lhe 
Chiistians are as a rule poor , unless the rising generation takes to trade com- 
meice and industry they cannot occupy leading positions in the economic life of the 
countiy G^hey should believe jii the dignity o£,kboijr and learn not to despise the 
day of small things Some of _the greatest men in /the'-world have worked themsel- 

ves up flora vet y small beginnings Out Slastei was a carpenter* who earned his 
hung with the sweat of his hrow I eauiea die 

lUa viUagea should whole-heaitedSVl:ooperate with 

the tt^jerapt that is being made nowadays to reoignnize village industiies on wbmh 

depends the well-being 6E the country Ihe pro-blem of the poverty of 
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population can be solved to some extent by the introduction of cottage industries 
throughout the length and breadth of the country 

As a self-respecting people the Ghiistians should not ask for protection and 
special privileges As the second largest minor community in the land they should 
demand that no one should lose his or her chances in life or in slate services on 
account of one’s faith , nothing more, but nothing less For he who serves his 
country serves community and himself 

It IB not the legislative enactments, but the goodwill of the vast majority of 
his countrymen that ensures the safety of the Chiistian So long as he lores and 
serves his country he makes himself indispensable to national life and interests 
He who serves becomes the real ruler of the land I If the religion of Christ does 
not help us to serve our country disinterestedly, lovingly, humbly and without the 
invidious dtstinction of caste, colour or creed our lehgion would not be worth 
the name 

Again there ought to be real entente between the Roman Catholics and the 
Protestants in all matters that do not pertain to theology, the mode of worship and 
church organisation We know where we differ, but let us see honestly where we can 
and ought to agree The weakness in the past has been due to lack of coordination 
and cooperation between the two sections In unity lies the strength in the future 

iHF Pakistan pbeam 

While efforts are being made to unite and make India one, ATr Jtnnah 
comes out with the astounding suggestion that our country should be divided into 
two major divisions to humour men of his way of thinking While professing to be 
ndvocaling the interests of the minoiities he does not say a word as to what appor- 
tions are to be made to the Christians, the Parsees, the Jams or the Sikhs It is 
entirely a selfish agitation intended to feather the nest of the Muslims of India at 
the risk of the well-being of the country Fancy the Christians all over the country 
to be packed off to a lemote village in the extreme south of India just to satisfy 
the whims of a group of LIuslims with defeatist mentality 

Pakisthan is a wild theory, wide off the mark in any coherent scheme of things 
It selves as a war cry to rally round the leader’s banner in a losing battle It may 
serve to spite the Hindu or drive him to coiner Rut I doubt if its protagonists 
really understand the full significance of their venture Instead of a vague talk, 
have they any definite plan or scheme of achieving their object ? The idea may 
satisfy vested interests, but many poor Muslims stand to lose by the wholesale 
transfer of the means of their livelihood and property I an sure that the Muslim 
masses would rebel against it when they come to realize the full implications of 
that pieposterous scheme 

Mr Jtnnah has recently declared that there are many Muslims of hi6 way of 
thinking who will not only work foi Pakisthan, but also die for it I donH think 
that that threat frightens anybody in modern India I am sure there are milions 
of national-minded Christians, Muslims, Parsees, Jams and Sikhs who will work 
and readily die to prevent the Motherland being divided and subdivided to 
humour a group of people who want everything their own way. I trust and 
pray that wiser counsels will prevail in the Muslim League camp I 

The Majority and Minorities 

Unfortunately the problem of minorities is being brought to the fore by 
adopting the parliamentary system of Government after the British pattern That 
system no doubt works well in a country like England wbeie through generations 
of practical experience people have learned to pull together in spite of differences 
in ideas and ideals Perhaps religions separate in India more than they do in the 
West, and a certain margin should be left for religious differences 

I think that the time has arrived that we shoud take stock ef our achievements 
in the past and introduce changes where they seem necessary Parham entay 
system need not necessarily be the only system of governing a country It stands 
reason that not only hands but also heads and hearts should be counted in arriving 
at a decision It is important to remember that social >and economic conditions 
appeal to the mass of man^nd'^ He who wears the shoe knows where it pinches 
The landlord- and the cultivator, the capitalist and the labourer with 
different angles or'vFslon Should be adequately represented Gtotips may have votes 
according to their inyportance Mere numerical superiority ''of a -group need not 
necessarily determine the fate Of an issue W-c need not slaviBhly imitate the 
Western forms 'We may evolve a new technique to solve our complex problems, 
Surely four hundred ndd miUions cannot fit into one hide-bound theory 
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After all the Hindu majority is not a real majoiity That community is 
split up intoseveial castes and sub castes The differences assume undue impoit at 
the time of elections Some day these differences will no doubt vanish "Ihen the 
Hindu community will be great enough to embrace others as comrades and coun- 
trymen Ihere is at present nob much danger of the majority overriding the rights 
of minorities 


Christian Ibbalism 

After all it is character that counts with the individual as well as with the 
nation It is the roan or the woman that matters I Unless our spiritual aspirations 
and ethical idealism lift us above the level of ordinary human nature our religious 
labels will not be of much use , , , r* u j 

‘Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the bcribes and 
the Phaiisees ye shall in no wise entei into the kingdom of God,’ says the Mastei 
Our religious beliefs should be lational, and should not permit us to slip 
into fanaticism, At this piesent juncture when leligious animosities are apt to 
explode on the slightest pretext, intolerant pioselytising zeal will not help matters 
It iB not conversions but the deepening of the spirituality all over the country 
that will enable the people to stick to the keinel and cast off the shell Mass 
conversions, apart from deep convictions of the individual should be tabooed as 
It would tend to increase inter-comraunal jealousies and iivalries 

Of course the Christian community should grow But the growth should be 
in spiritual height and depth but not in mere numbers India would see Jesus 
in those who call themselves Cbiistians and their lives would be more convincing 
than their words and professions Ihe pure, gentle, non -violent, suffering, forgiving 
and loMng Christ must have worthy repiesentatives all o\er the countiy, m e\ery 
town and village, serving, inspiring and redeeming the dumb, suffering and patient 
millions of India The more they aie like hira the more shall the mothciland 
need them and love them Ihe disoiplea of Jesus Christ shall have no problems 
in the land of their birth If they give freely they shall also receive freely 

The Welcome Address 


In the course of his speech welcoming the piesident and delegates, Ktimvai 
Str Maharaj Stngh Kt , M A , C i E , chairman of the reception committee, said 

With many I feel that the defeat of Great Britain and her allies will be 
highly detrimental to this country and to much that she holds dear As Dr H C, 
Mukerji indicated in his presidential address last year, whatever our gnevauces 
against the British Government may be we have no sympathy with Nazism, 
with its remorseless aggression and its contempt foi the ideals of democracy And 
when we read of the havoc and distress caused by bombing m Great Britain, from 
which we have been so far immune, while deploiing the tragedy of war we 
cannot but admiie the courage and spirit of sacrifice of the British people How 
much suffering has also been been caused in Poland, Noiway, Holland, Belgium 
and France, all helpless victims prostrate under the conqueror’s heel 1 Are they 
to receive only the sympathy of our lips ? I am of opinion that we must give 
our support to the allies and this assistance should be of a practical and effective 
nature In times of war it is the present more than the future that matters* 
Help at least to ihe Red Cioss must appeal even to the most ardent pacifist 

At the same time, along with Indians of different cieeds and political views 
we disapprove the policy of distrust puisned by the British Government, which 
has in the past neglected to Indianise " ^ aimy or piepare us adequately against 
attacks by land, sea and mr Further, m disregaid of the repeated demands of 
representative Indians for the industrialisation of our economic structure we have 
been left m a position which makes us dependent even in time of war on Great 
Britain and foreign countnes for many of our vital necessities While referring 
to the war 1 mvue your attention to the fact that not all branches of the Indian 
Army are open to Indian Christians For example, they are not permitted to 
enlist as ordinary soldjefs the way open to our Hindu and Muslim fellow 
countrymen Ihis invidious distinction is ^inexcnsable and calls urgently for 
rcjuovfll "v ^ 


The present -polUical situation is also a matter of deep concern to us As a 
member of the Liberal Party, I cannot reconcile myself to civil - disobedience which 
to my mind IB a dangerous and double-edged weapon The expenence of this city 
alone has demonstrated the truth of ray contention, for, following the precedent 
Bet by others, Shjas and Sunnis rather than submit to the orders passed by the 
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thea Conf^ress Mimstry m these provinces went to jail in their thousands leaving, 
alas, their differences unsolved At the same time we must respect the convic- 
tions of the many high-minded and patriotic men and women who do not share 
this standpoint, while in any case there is not one of us who does not view with 
anxiety and regret the imprisonment of some of the best citizens of our country 
and the inordinately severe sentences which have been passed from time 
to time. 

Unfortunately the British Government blundered by not declaring at the 
outset of the war that India would attain to Dominion Status within a very 
early and definite penod after its close A pronouncement of this kind would 
not only have obviated the present position but would have also led to a 
feeling of responsibility among our leaders and would have emphasised the 
necessity for unity among the Various important interests in India As I have 
publicly stated on more than one occasion, I consider that the main obstacle to 
political peace in India is the absence of a settlement between Hindus and 
Muslims represented for the most pait though not entiiely, by the Congress and 
the Muslim League Not long ago Mahatma Gandhi wrote as follows — 

‘‘This IB not the time to ask foi our independence It is beyond the power of 
the British Government to confer it upon us India can be independent only if 
she can hold her own when the British go out” These words are as wise as they 
are true So long, however, as the communal problem remains unsolved it is 
difficult to see how our independence can be effectively retained even after it has 
been secured Mere criticism of one or other political party cannot solve it Both 
Bides must adopt a spirit of compromise For this reason I have felt and still feel 
that a conference in India composed of the various important interests and inclu- 
ding Indian Christians, who form the third laigesb religious body in this country, 
should be convened and the Government, who must not remain passive or 
indifferent, should also use their influence to arrive at a solution If unhappily no 
solution IS reached, it will be for the British Government as the niling power to 
give their decision Further, as an earnest of their goodwill, they should part 
immediately with some of their power and at the same time with the precedent 
before them of the United States and the Philipine islands fix a short and definite 
time limit for the attainment by this country of full Dominion Status 

We, Indian Christians, believing in the ideal of a strong united and indivisible 
India, have shown that we are ready to place our country above communal consi- 
derations We are willing to part with separate electorates and to ask for no special 
pinileges We are prepared to live at peace with both our Hindu and Muslim 
fellow citizens Speaking foi myself I would not object to all the additional mem- 
bers m an enlarged Executive Council of the Governor-General being taken from 
one community only Let them be all Hindus or i\Iuslims or Indian Christians 
or Sikhs, for I am confident that views would be identical Last but not^ least, 
it IS our duty and privilege to serve as a bridge community particularly in^" times 
of conflict and thus to lesson the gap between the two largest and most influential 
communities of India ^ 

There is one more matter to which I invite your attention In a short time 
theie will be a census Complaints are general that Indian Christians specially in 
lural areas aie not always recorded as such Immediate steps are, therefore, neces- 
sary to ensure a correct classification of the members of our community by 
prei louB house-to house visits and by the preparation of preliminary lists 



The All India Sikh League 

Resolutions— Lahore— 30th September 1940 


An appeal to the Sikhs to intensify their war efforts particnlarly in regard 
to the recimtment of Sikhs in the army, was made in a resolution adopted by the 
All-India Sikh League at its meeting held under the presidentship of Sardar 
Amar Smgh at Lahore on the 30th September 1940 

The League appealed to every SikU to play his part in the defe nce the 
country m keeping with the dignity and glorious traditions of the fcikh «*sW^®tfnity, 
and believed that ‘Sikh eoldieis uould make their past record of heroic deeds even 
more resplendent in fighting bravely and loyally for the defence of the countiy at the 

present critical }uncture ” , * ^ ra. , , i 

The League viewed with satisfaction that the entire Sikh community was 
united m regard to the position of the feikhs in the army and its demand for 
n share in the Central Executive, and hoped that His Excellency the Viceroy 
would recognise the legitimate claims of the community by giving them adequate 
representation on his Executive Council and the war Advisory Council 

Ihe League cbaractensed the Muslim League’s demand of 50 per cent share 
in the Central Executive as preposterous and out of all proportion to the importance 
and stake of the Muslim community in the country, and hoped that the Viceroy 
would not yield to this “unreasonable” demand 

Describing the Pakistan scheme as “anti national, dangerous and disastrous 
to the best interests of the country”, the League declared its resolve to oppose it 
by all possible means and urged the Government and the Congress not to lend 
their support to such a scheme of partition 

Finally, the League urged the AlMndia Congress Committee to dissociate 
itself from the “sporting offer” of Mr Eajagopalachartar which the League 
described as anti-national and anti democratic 


Presidential Address — Murrer — 7th October 1940 


*'The only way open to the Congress to win the hearts of the Sikhs is to 
make a clear and unequivocal declaration accepting their demands” declared Master 
Ajtt Singh, General Secretary of the Shiromani Akali Dal, in the couise of his 
presidential address at the Akah Political Conference held at Murrer in 
Sheikbupura District on the 7th October 1940 

Referiing to the grievances of the Sikhs against the Congress, Mr Ajtf Stngk 
described how Sikh interests had suffered during the past two decades owing to 
the alignment of the Sikhs with the Congress which, he alleged, had been 
indifferent towards them He regretted that a gieat organisation like the Congress 
should have broken the pledge given to the Sikhs at its Lahore session in 1929 
In the circumstances the only way to win the hearts of the Sikhs was to make a 
clear and unequivocal declaration accepting their demands and pledging to get 
them fulfilled in the future 


Mr Ajit Singh said that there had been all-round weakening of the Sikh 
position during the past twenty yeais and urged that the Sikhs like any other 

minority badly needed protection of their interests The statements issued by 

Mahatma Gandhi and Mr JoAvaharial I^ehru regarding the minonty problem 
after the recent declaration of the Viceroy could not satisfy the bikhs He 

^emoxe, called upon his coreligionists to unite under the banner of the Akali 

Dal to serve the cause of the country 

i attitude towards non-violence, Master AM Singh said 

that Sikhs could not discard the 'Kirpan* which was a 6\iubol of their religion 
In conchiBion, Master Ajit Singh condemned the Pakistan sclicme and Mr 
Jiajagopalachartar’s “.sporting offer” to the Muslims 



The A. L Aryan Political Conference 

Second Session — Lucknow — 6th October 1940 

Tile Presidential Address 

A call to the Hindu Mahasabha, the Arya Saraa] and the Sikh community 
to organise a united front to counteract the Pakistan idea was sounded by Lala 
Khushal Chand Khursand, in his presi nl address at the second All-India 
Aryatt^ohtical Congress which began its session m the Amin nd-Daula Park, 
Lucknow on the Gth October 1940 

The imparting of military training in order to regenerate the decaying 
Kshatnya (warrior) class and the appointment of a committee of Vedic research 
scholars to formulate the ideals of good government as adumbrated in the Vedic 
literature were also stressed by Mr Kkursand as imperative needs of the hour 
He further advocated an intensification of the movement in favour of Hindi as the 
lingua franca of India and the adoption of Devanngan script for the whole country 
Eefernug to the world situation, the President 'characterised Hitler and Musso- 
lini as the twin destructive forces drasging humanity to rack and ruin Iheir 
emergence to power had meant a reversion to the law of the ]ungle, the ethics 
of the caveman and the religion of vandals 

Denouncing this unmitigated violence and at the same time disparag ng the 
ideal of non-violence, the speaker suggested a %ia media by which physical prowess 
should be harnessed lu the cause of righteousness and justice, m other words 
a holy alliance between the Brahmin and Kshatnya ideal propounded in the 
Vedas 

The Arva Samaj, the speaker continued, disagreed with the Congress on two 
essential points, namely, the principle of non-violence and the communal policy. 
The message of non-violence, if acted upon, would lead to the extinction of the 
military clan and thereby to the extinction of the State itself The policy followed by 
the Congress in regard to the rights of minonties had already resulted in putting 
the Muslim League m the position of India’s political dictator 

Lala Khushal Chand maintained that the Pakistan scheme was hardly distin- 
guishable from the Kbaksar movement It was clear that the Hindus and Sikhs 
would he consigned to a position no better than quadrupeds in the proposed 
Pakistan territory It was a pity that some Hindu Congressmen should still accept 
the Pakistan scheme in ordei to conciliate the Muslims 

The truth was that the Muslim attack was directed against the Aryan civilisa- 
tion the Aryan ideals and Aryan language ^rui enhure and faced with this 
challenge, tfie Arya Samajists—na^ everv true liuulu—shonld deem it a paiamount 
duty to lay down their li’ies, if need be* to shatter this pernicious scheme 


The Non-Congress Political Leaders’ Conference 

First Session — Nagpur — 15th October 1940 

The Welcome Addpess 

‘ “It wns Tvrong to siy that the present mr was an imperialist war and it was 
the dut\ of every Indian ’to render ail possible help in lie prosecution of the anti- 
fascist war”, declared Dr N B Khare, former Premier of the Central Provinces, 
welcoming the leaders to the non-Congress Political Leaders’ Conference held 
at Nagpur -on the 15 th October 1940 - ^ „ 

Dr B:haie felt sure that generosity would beget generosify The Congress, 
he said, was fast losing Xhe sympathy and suppoit of tLe people and had pracficaily 
ceased* to be a political organisation He believed that half-hearted non -cooperation 
was not going to solie the Indian problem and would end in miserable failure 

The reason why India’s efibrts tow aids tim prosecution of the war were not 
what they should be,- said Dr AAare, wbs- that there were no popular elements 
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associated with these efforts and since the resignation of the Cong^ss ministries, 
the administration was being carried on entirely by civil servants The Government 
should therefore try to associate representative Indians with the administotion 
either by the formation of non-Congress ministries or by the appointment of non- 
official advisers 

The Presidential Address 

would be emphasizing only the obvious when I say that it is the first and 
foremost duty of every Indian who claims to understand the peculiar nosition of 
India at present to concentrate all efforts on the successful prosecution of the war 
and lead Britain to victory,’ said the Eaja Bahadur of Khalhkote m the course 
of his presidential speech . i i 

The Raja Bahadur said that the war had now not only come to the Mediterra- 
nean but it also extended to the Pacific Ocean and the rumblings of the war 
could already be heard in the Far East If India had not already fallen a victim 
to the fascist powers of Europe or Asia, it was not because the dictator countries 
had no desire to conquer and occupy India Britain was fighting India’s battle 
in the west as well as in the east and the Mediterranean for the moment had 
become our first line of defence 

The Raja Bahadur gave a survey of the events of the past 12 months and 
said that the Congress was trying to block the progress of India like Kipling’s 
elephant standing m a narrow pass and aolding up a whole division It was sad to 
reflect that Mahatma Gandhi should at this cntical time ^ave thought fit to launch 
propaganda for carrying on an anti-war campaign 

Resolutions 

Unconditional support to his Majesty’s Government in the prosecution of the 
war was extended by a resolution which, while realising that there was acute 
differences between India and the British Government on the constitutional question, 
appealed to the people to give unstinted and wholehearted coopenition The resolution 
prayed for the success of Britain in this war which was for the preservation of 
democracy and freedom and asked that these principles should be applied to India 
as soon as possible within a defined penod after the war 

The conference disapproved of the resolution of the Congress declaring non- 
cooperation and deciding to start civil disobedience at this juncture The Congress, 
in the opinion of the conference, was not the sole representative of the Indian 
nation and the conference therefore urged the formation of a nationalist democratic 
bloc 

Another resolution adopted by the conference urged the formation of ministr- 
ies in provinces and if this was not possible, the appointment of non official advis- 
ers to the Governors The conference also urged the military authonties to elimi- 
nate the distinction between martial or listed classes and non-martial classes m the 
matter of recruitment to the army 


The Anti-Pakistan Conference 

Lahore — 1st December 1940 

The Presidential Address 


‘It may be said with a fair degree of accuracy that the Axis Powers are 
knocking at the eastern and western gates of Indio The problem of India’s*' 
defence has to be faced and solved jointly by the people of India and the Govern- 
ment of India, obser^d Mr M S Aney^ in the course of his presidential address 
at the Anti-rnkistan Conference held at Lahore on the let December 1940^ 

deiofed a considerable portion of his address to an examination 
of the recent pr^onneements of the Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India 
He snid Hib Exce lency the Viceroy struck a right note by asking the people of 
look Upon this war as one that is being fought not merely for the cause 
of the Empire but for the cause of India also But there are people who ha\e 
doubts as to how this war is going to serve the„ cause of India Frankly speaking, 
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the Indian National Congress has, by ashing his Majesty s Government to enunciate 
and clarify their war aims, raised this categoncal issue The reply given and the 
gesture made bo far on behalf of his Majesty’s Government have not satisfied them 

Mistake ik Rejecting Ofeer of Expa^^deb Executive Couxcil 

T am sure,’ added Mr Aney, That his Excellency did not want to repeat a 
mere platitude when he referred in the same sentence and breath to the cause of 
India and the Empire In order to understand the import of his Excellency’s refer- 
ence to the cause of India in his appeal to the Indian people it is necessary to look 
back to the objects with which he has been strenuously trying to reconcile public 
opinion in India since the outbreak of war ’ Mr Aney recalled the Viceroy’s an- 
nouncement that the attainment by India of free and equal partnership in the 
British Commonwealth was the proclaimed and accepted goal of the impenal 
Crown and the British Parliament and said that according to him this consum- 
mation could be reached by India by the forging of ‘new bonds of union and 
understanding’ between the majority communities and the various important elements 
in the national life of India by the combined attempt on tbeir part to defeat the 
totalitarian forces during the time of war as well as by taking counsels together to 
prepare the groundwork for the framing of the constitution for a free India 

Mr Aney expressed the opinion that the Congress and the Muslim League 
committed a great mistake in rejecting the offer of the expanded Executiie Council 
and the establishment of an Advisory War Council but pointed out that he was not 
without misgivings about the evolution of an abiding and genuine political unity as 
the result of the joint labours of a few leaders of the two different communities as 
members of the expanded council and the War Council for the prosecution of the 
war which had a common danger 

Questions of Fkiexdly Eelatioxs Among Commenitiis 

Mr Ajiiey said ‘When the misunderstanding exists between the two great 
communities in a nation, the task of restoring cordial relations between them has 
to be performed by those who hold the reins of administration and wield sovereign 
power in their hands Private attempts at reconciliation can succeed only if there 
IS a bonafide desire m those who happens to be at the helm of the political affairs, 
to achieve that unity Private peace-makers can act only as nonofficial agents of 
the Government which is ultimately responsible not merely for the maintenance of 
peace and order but also for the preservation and creation of friendly relations 
between one community and another In fact it is the Government that alone can 
supply the cement to join the two His Excellency the Viceroy and the Secretary 
of btate in every one of their speeches express their deep reirret at the fact that 
the differences between the two communities, Hindus and Mobammadans, are not 
bridged I am sure that these great statesmen know too well that communal unity 
IS not an achievement that can be bad by any people like a gift from the easy to 
please heavenly gods for the mere asking of it or wishing iL’ 

LIr Aney then asked what steps bad been taken by the Government of India 
to stop the wrong-doer from carrying on a wholly unjustifiable propaganda of 
calumny against the Congress Ministries and by the provincial Governors to expose 
the hollowness of the baseless charges that were made by the Mahomedan leaders 
individually and in the Pirpur report collectively 

Mr *Aney referred to the state of affairs in the North-west Frontier province 
and Bind and said that the Muslim Ministries m these two provinces had com- 
pletely failed in the discharge of their elementary duties and as the custodians of 
the nghts of the Hindu minorities of the province under the Government of India 
Act "LIr Aney added that there was no will and wish among the leaders of the 
Muslim League to make any compromise with the Hindus and the Government 
bad not done anything to create in the Maliomedans a will to unite with the 
Hindus to form themselves into one nation 

Mr Aney then criticised Communal Award' and said . The anti-nationalist 
spirit of die Mahomedan s has now found a free expression in what is known as 
the demand fOT Pakistjip Various schemes have been formulated by leading 
Mabomedans to translate tbeir vision of Pakistan into a realit/ There are differeii- 
' ces among them about the details, but on mam pnnciples there seems to be a 
generaL agreement among the protagonists of these schemes 

Paeista!^— S roDiED SnENCE OF British Govt 
Mr Aney cbaracle«zed the Pakistan-^ scheme as a conquest of India by the 
Mabamedans without a figbt^and with the help and blessings of the Bntish Govern- 
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ment Mr Aney said Hindus and almost the whole of non-Muslim India simply 
wondered at the audacity of the LIushm League when it openly declared itself as 
standing for the establishment of Pakistan in India But the most surprising 
part of the situation was the studied silence of the Bntisli Government and the 
Government of India on the attitude of the Mahomedans as betrayed in 
the putting forth of the demand of partition Mr, Jtnnah had declared times out 
of number that the Muslim League would fight for Pakistan and that they did 
not want even central Indian democracy to rule and govern India This demand, 
added Mr Aney^ went counter to the very goal to which the British Government 
stood pledged It was a negation of the very scheme of the Dominion form of 
goiernment of the Westminster type which they desired the Indian people to 
accept as their goal and work for Mr Aney wanted British statesmen to aeclare 
whether this proclaimed goal was compatible with the vivisection of India on 
communal consideration If not, then it was their duty to condemn the idea 
publicly and stop this propaganda whicl^was being carried on daily in the press 
and on the platform b> the Mahomedans 

Mr Aney said The British Government must immediately declare that they 
are not going to entertain any* scheme which strikes at the intregnty of India 
as one indivisible nation They must re state the war aims about which consider- 
able doubts had been raised owing to the unreasonable emphasis on the interests 
and rights of minorities In every civilized democracy the nation means the power 
of the majority tempered with safe-guards m the interests of minorities This 
general rule must be followed and a guarantee given that British statesmen will 
not introduce in the case of India an innovation This will appeal to jouth and 
that will elicit a response from them to join fully in the cooperation foi the war 
Because m that case they will have no difficulty in seeing that they are fighting 
for the cause of India With that cooperation they can build a national force 
fully equipped aud well sufficient for the defence of India 

Resolutions 


The conference adopted a resolution recording its unequivocal condemnation 
of the Muslim League plan foi the dissection of India known as the Pakistan 
scheme and characterising it as fantastic, impracticable, unpatriotic, vicious and 
fraught with grave consequences to the political, social and economic advancement 
of the country as a \vhole The conference believed that despite diversities o! 
religion and language, India was a complete, indivisible nation, political and 
economic interests of the mass of her people were common and that any kind 
of partition was bound to create, accentuate and perpetuate constant friction among 
various communities leading to internecine civil war and thereby exposing the 
country to foreign aggression 

In any future constitution, stated the resolution, differential treatment of 
minorities should be avoided and the Communal Award be reversed and joint elec- 
torate introduced for all representative bodies, local, provincial and federal, with 
reservation of seats for minorities if necessary on' one uniform principle for * repre- 
sentation la federal as well as provincial legislatures ^ 

The conference suggested that m any future constitution the following prin- 
ciples should be borne in mind 

(1) Safeguarding of the interests of minorities by giving them unfettered 
freedom for the maintenance of religion culture and language 

(2) Absolute equality of treatment in the acquisition of cuic rights without 
allowing preferential treatment to any one on the basis of caste or creed 

The conference drew attention of the Government to the fact that there were 
provincial minorities too and that redistribution of existing provincial territories 
or compulsory exchange of population was no solution of the minority problem 


Finally, the conference 
committee with its branches 


empowered the 
m the vanems 


president to 
provinces in 


appoint a 
order to 


vaiiwo piovinces in oraer to carrv 
persistent agitation and Arganise public opinion against the Pakistan scheme* 
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Radical Democratic People’s Party Conference 

First Session — Bombay — 21sl December 1940 

The Presidential Address 

T> j course of his presidential address at the inaugural conference of the 

Radical Democratic People’s party held on the 2lst December 1940 at the 
Cowasjee Jehangir Hall Bombay Mr N Boy said — 

The present attitude of the Congress is determined neither by an enlightened 
consideration of national interests, nor by any regard for the principles of democracy 
and freedom cherished by the advocates of human \velfare Hor is it determined 
e\en by a short-sighted, narrow-minded nationalism based only on the animosity 
towards the British Because it is evident to the simplest common sense that the 
destruction of the British power in India by an invading army will deliver India 
to the mercy of that newcomer It is equally easy to choose between the continua- 
tion of the status quo m India and the establishment of a Fascist regime, which 
will certainly follow upon the overthrow of the British rule by a Fascist invasion 
The reactionary social and cultural outlook, which is the outstanding feature of 
nationalism as represented by the Congress leadership, is the real cause of the 
present attitude of the Congress 

We have all along criticised this reactionary outlook with the object of freeing 
the Congress from its influence We always maintained that, so long as the 
Congress remained dominated by a reactionary social and cultural outlook it could 
not possibly become an instrumeut for the establishment of popular freedom 
Nevertheless, the reactionary doctrines of Gandhism, often expressed through 
apparently harmless fads and high-sounding moral dictums, gained such a decisive 
upperhand in the Congress that it ultimately replaced nationalism as the creed 
of the Congress In order to make the reactionary doctrines of Gandhism prevail 
upon the progressive urges of nationalism, democracy inside the Congress was 
completely destroyed The leader-cult is a characteristic feature of Fascism That 
anti-democratic practice runs rampant in the Congress There is very little 
difference between the Fascist subservience to the superman and the unconditional 
obedience to the Mahatma which every Congressman must swear An organization 
which completely disregards democracy in its internal administration cannot possibly 
be an instrument for establishing democratic freedom As a matter of fact^ there 
IS a striking similarity between the mode of operation of the dictatorial leadership 
of the Congress and the well known practices of Fascism Demagogy and the 
exploitation of the prejudices and the primitive emotion of the backward masses 
are the outstanding features in both the cases On the pretext of discipline, 
enforced ruthlessly, not for maintaining the integrity of the organization, but for 
re-inforcing the position of the authoritarian leadership a veritable dictatorship 
has been established inside the Congress It makes no difference whether the 
dictatorship operates through moral coercion or through other methods of terronsa- 
tion The result is the same Ihe Gandhist leadership of the Congress stands 
neither for democracy nor for progress Therefore, it has taken up the present 
attitude as regards the war against Fascism 

Breedikg Ground or Fascism 

The reactionary social and cultural tendencies, represented by the Congress 
leadership and imposed the entire organization through the dictatorial methods of 
moral coercion, are the breeding ground of Fascism With those tendencies, a 
nationalist movement is bound to degenerate into Fascism Exactly that has 
happened to Indian nationalism in so far as it is represented by the Congress 
Ihe natural antipathy for the British Govdtnment is being exploited for fomenting 
the admiration for Fascist ideas and Fascist methods The danger of Fascism, 
which IB the foremost enemy of the fprces of freedom and progress throughout the 
‘world, therefore, is raising its head in our ♦very midst In this critical situaUon, 
jfrank speaking and courageous action are urgently needed Having failed to check 
the degeneration of the Congress into a breeding ground of native Fascism an 

ally of the same enemy abroad, we must mow sboulder the grave responsibility of 
combating that organization which can still deceive a large section of our popula- 
tion by false pretences and fraudul^t doctrines. 
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for fieedom, democracy and progress, to 30m hands with us in building up the 
Radical Demociatio People’s party, which rises to lead the Indian people to the 
cherished goal of freedom through active, voluntary and purposeful participation in 
the woild stiuggle against Fascism* 

Anti-fascist Elements Must Get Together 

As against the Fascist conviction in a certain section of the nationalist 
movement and the widespread Fascist sympathy, fortunately, there are other Indian 
patriots and public men who strongly disapprove of the policy of the Congress, and 
aie prepared to shoulder the lesponsibility of combating the menace of Fascism 
and mobilise popular support for the puipose With their help and cooperation, 
the constitutional deadlock in the provinces can be terminated, and popular opinion 
can be associated with the administration of the country, so as to counterbalance 
all resistance from the diiect and induect allies of Fascism as fai as we are 
concerned We anticipated the danger of Fascism even before the war broke out 
Therefore, we shall cany on the struggle against this danger, uherever it is found, 
irrespective of the attitude of the Government But lu the face of the common 
danger, all genuine anti-Fascist elements must get together to act according to 
such a plan as can be executed imdei the given "situation Let there be no illusion 
or wishful thinking 

The ma]Oiity party having refused to play the game, others must shoulder 
the responsibility of piotecting popular inteiests by occupying the vacant oftice in 
this critical moment It is immateiial whethei Congress members of the provincial 
Legislative Assemblies aie outside 01 inside the jails Ihe fact that they have 
declared then refusal to paiticipate in the defence of the countiy is decisue 
Moieovei, they laid down the office voluntaiily and, having stayed out of office for 
moie than a yeai, have at last sought lefuge in jail Given their ambiguous and 
doubtful attitude towaids Fascism, it will be highly daugerous to welcome them 
back to power We do not know how the Goveinmeiit feels about it But ue 
Indian anti-Fascists can no longer tiust the Congiess leaders If their profession 
of non-Moleuce is sincere, they should act according to the advice of then patron-saint 
offeied to the European victims of Fascist aggiession. The more sinceie they aie, 
the moie dangeious they will be If they aie not sinceie, no leliance can be 
placed on then othei piofessions Therefore, no Indian concerned with the futuie 
of our country can any longer hope that any good will come out of the 
Congiess policy 

Emergency Ministers 

There need be no nervousness about the outcome of the general election 
With all the prejudices aud the whispering campaign of the Fascist sympathizers, 
war lesistance has no appeal for the gieat bulk of the population They may not 
understand the largei issues involved in this war But they can easily see how 
they do not stand to lose anything owi <g to this war As a mattei of fact, they 
aie all deriving some benefit directly from this wai Perhaps even that they do 
not realize, and many of them do not actually derne the benefit which they 
should, under the given situation Once they aie made to see that the war is not 
injiuious to them in any way, they will be completely immune fiom all anti-war 
piopaganda, no matter by whom it is carried on Fuither guarantee will be added 
by checking wai profiteering by the middle men, who deprive the present masses, 
for example, of the benefit of higher agricultuial prices The emergency ministries 
iMll see to that 

As regards the composition of those ministiies, also there need be no misgiv- 
ing Knowing that, befoie long, they will have to face the electorate, the 
ministeis will ceitainly do everything to guarantee victory at the polls In such 
situation, any ministry will seek populaiity, no matter whatever be its personal 
composition Moreover, there is absolutely no ground foi the fantastic claim 
. that theie are no patriots or well-wishers of the people outside the ranks of the 
Congress In every province, there is any number of men and women who can 
be entiusted with the popular welfarcr As a matter of fact, ^record of the Congress 
ministries is such as can be'^easily broken No extraordinaty talent 01 patriotism 
IS necessary foi that puipose 

The election campaign will provide a splendid opportunity for a systematic 
anti-Fascist piopaganda The masses^ of the people must be told what will happen 
to them under a Fascist regime Oii6e they are fully informed in that connection, 
they will be immune from the effects of "pro-Fascist propaganda Having known 
what Fascism is, and what will happen to them if it comes, they will develop the 
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will to fight it The psychological atmosphere necessary for a successful defence 

of India will be created There can be no doubt about the result of a general 

election held m the midst of that atmosphere 

Muslim League Attitude 

Having condemned the Congress policy ns it deserves, Tt is necessaiy to male 
a few observations also about the attitude of the Mushm League, which has been 
causing misgivings Although leading membeis of the Musliin League favour 
TndiVs participation in the wai, and are actually cooperating with the wni efToits, 
the official policy of the organization still remains rather ambiguous Most probably, 
that IB a reaction to the Congiess attitude But in new of the fact that the 
Muslim countries of the Near East aie menaced diiectly by Fascism even today 
Indian Muslims cannot remain indifieient to the danger Uhe solution of 
the present political impasse very largely depends upon initiative on the part 
of the Muslim League In the absence of the initiative on the part of 
the Muslim League, the efibit for the foimation of emergency ministries 

in the provinces does not arouse sufficient enthusiasm The othei opposition 

groups are doubtful about the attitude the Muslim League will take up at 
the last moment In this situation, the responsibility to lead the entire 
country out of the crisis devolves upon the Bluslim League All fighteia 
for Indian fieedom, who aie not influenced by any communal considerations 
therefore, must appeal to the Muslim League to rise up to the occasion They me, 
however, discouraged by the latest announcement that membeis of the Muslim 
League will not coopeiate with other political parties foi ending the piesent 
constitutional deadlock unless the latter accept the idea of Pakistan This highly 
controversial issue need not be raised on the occasion of the inauguration of a party 
which IB committed to all the general principles of mm only rights But I venture 
to suggest that no useful purpose will be served by creating difhculties for ending 
the present constitutional deadlock by raising issues which cannot possibly be settled 
immediately 

Pakistan 

As far as the Eadical Democratic People^s party is conceined, the Pakistan 
scheme was adumbrated, its political and constitutional substance was incoiporated 
in the piogramme of national reconstruction elaboiated by the pioneers of our 
party for adoption by the Congress The ethnic and linguistic structure of India 

E recludes the establishment of a centialized demociatic state India is bound to 
e a fedeiation of autonomous units to be built as far as possible on the basis 
of ethnic and linguistic homogeneity This conclusion, deduced from the reahlies 
of the situation, cannot be avoided while framing the constitution for the demo- 
cratic state of India Therefore, the Pakistan scheme should not terrorize 
anybody who wants democratic freedom ever the! ess, for the moment, it only 

serves as a scare crow What is the use of obsti acting the solution of immediate 
issues by raising a distant issue which cannot be settled today, even if all the 
goodwill in the world was there. 


The All India Congress Socialist Party 

Poona— 25th July to 27tb. July 1940 

Executive Committee’s Statement 

The Executive Committee of the All-Iiidm Congrees Socialist Party, after three 
days’ delibeiotions at Poona from the 25tli to 27th July foimnlated its final views 
on the Delhi Piesolution in the foim of a statement This statement expressed the 
party’s opposition to the Delhi Eesolution .and its deteiminalion to prevent the 
fhe’Smenr " Participating in the war -flho following is the text: of 

‘‘J he Executive Committee has noted with alaim the decision of the ConsrresB 
\\orking Committee, at its last niceling irt Delhi, to ofier suppoit to the Biitish 
Goieinment in the prosecution of-the war on certain cond lions Tt ^ 

Congicssmen to raise then voices sgainst tins and7o""Sne J'sS Us 
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‘*For five years now, the Congress has, at' each successive session, declared its 
uncompromising opposition to the war, and its decision to resist actively any attempt 
to involve India in any imperialist war When the present war broke out m 
September 19s9 and the British Government declared India to be a belligerent, the 
A I C C meeting at Waidha recoided its protest against India being drago-ed 
into the war against its will Still the Congress did not take any precipitate steiTat 
that time, and invited the British Government to declaie their war aims In the 
meanwhile, the Congress stood firmly by its policy of non-co-operation with the 
war efforts At the Wardha meeting of the A I C C in October 1939 the Con- 
gress Socialist Party moved an amendment to the resolution defining its attitude 
towards the war in which it was definitely indicated that only a tiee India could 
finally determine India’s attitude towards the piesent war 

‘The Bntish Government, true to its imperialist character, declined to respond 
to this invitation and the Working Committee felt compelled to call for the 
resignation of all Congress Ministries in the provinces as a first step in non-co- 
operation with the war The resignation of the Congress Ministries created a wave 
of popular enthasiasm and it was by the mass of Congressmen that Eamgarh 
would set the stage for the coming struggle That session reafiirmed Indians 
opposition to participation in the imperialist war and gave the call to the Congress 
organisations to prepare for a mass movement The assumption of leadership by 
Mahatma Gandhi at Eamgarh was a clear indication that the Congress offer would 
not involve India actively into the war 

‘‘How, however, the basic policy of the Congress of resistance to imperialist 
war, IS sought to be abandoned by a majority of the Working Committee 

“The Con gi ess Socialist Party has since its formation m 1934, made war 
resistance one of its main planks When the war broke out, it advocated immediate 
and unconditional resistance to it, by the Congress, and exposed its imperialist 
character It hoped that the resignation of the Congress Ministries, which it 
welcomed, would be followed by active resistance to the war 

“Government repression has taken a heavy toll of Congiessmen throughout 
the country, and, day by day, repression is getting intense Among others the 
General Secretary of the Party, Comrade Jai Piakash Narayan and several of its 
members are behind bars 

“At the Eamgaih session, a statement was made on behalf of the party lend- 
ing support to the Working Committee in the belief and hope that the call for 
prepaitions for mass civil disobedience would soon turn into direct action itself 
The Working Committee’s present stand shatters any hope of resistance to the war, 
and opens up the prospect of actual support for the war, which the Congress stands 
pledged to oppose 

“Mahatma Gandhi and Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan have dissociated themselves 
from this decision In so far as such dissociation implies their opposition to any 
participation in this war, we are in agreement with them 

“Despite any declaration that Biitain would make regarding India Britain 
would lemain au imperialist power and the war au imperialist war The latest 
illustration to prove that Britain is not fighting for democracy or for the freedom 
of nations against aggression, is the closing of the Burma Eoad to China, thus 
assisting an aggressor against a fellow member of the League of Nations which is 
being attacked In such a context the so-callcd National Government would^^far 
from helping the masses, ha^e as its mam function more intense exploitation of 
the country, its lesources and its manpower, and the giving of a democratic trim- 
ming to the Bntish appaiatiis of repiession In short, a National Government 
under the Union Jack would be an anti-National Government As Gandhiji has 
pointed out in the Banjan of 7th July, 1940 “The Congress has to make its 
choice The temptation is irresistible. Congressmen can again become Cabinet 
Ministers They may also be Ministers or Members at the Centre They will have 
' on insight into the war machine They will watch from inside (again to the extent 
allowed) the Englishman at woik when engaged m a life and death stii^gle 
ihey will have to raise croies of rupees and dispose of them in the war effort 
If I have my way I uould have the Congress to resist the irresistible temptation 
end not grudge those who believe in thef accepted method filling all these posts 

“We cannot contemplate without grav6 concern the prospect of Congressmen 
taking their jJaces in such a Gorernment Th6'\arioiis attempts of the Congress 
in seeking clarification and finally a declrfration on the part of the British Govern- 
ment during the last few months have resulted in our not being able to devote all 
^ oui eneigiea to the task of preparing the country for the struggle for independence 
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We feel that it is time, vre cried halt to the policy of Bcekmg eatishction of our 
demands from the British Government and devoted all our energy to preparing the 

country to ^reet powei fiom Butain ^ . , t n *. ha 

“Events are moving so fast on the international stage that India might he 
called upon to face a grave crisis at any moment. If India is to take full advan- 
tage of such a crisis, it can only be done if the realisation of the eMstence of snca 
a situation is brought home to the Indian people and the means for facing the 

situation aie created without delay i i j i * i 

“With this end in view, we suggest, that immediate steps Bhould be taken to 
create an effective oiganisation of National Guards throughout the country , to 
leorganise the Congress Committees in such a uay that they become effective in any 
emergency , to prepare the people foi the not too distant contingency when they 
will be called upon to summon a Constituent Assembly to fiarae the constitution of 
a free India” 


The National Executive of the Socialist Party 

Bombay — 18th September 1940 

The national executive of the AU-India Congress Socialist Party dispersed 
at Bombay on the 18th September after a live-hour session 

The situation that had aiisen in the light of the new A 1 C G Tesolution was 
considered in all its bearings 

Mr ^ P Smha, the peasant secretary of the Congress Socialist Paity, made 
a comprehensive leport on the Kisan movement, with special reference to Bihai 
and U P and the condition of sugar cultivatoia in the provinces 

Mr M Razi secretary of the Bihar 0 S P , was elected a member of the 
national executive 

Mr Yusuf Meherally^ general secretary of the party, reported on the condition 
of a number of political prisoners on hunger-strike in the Montgomery }ail as a 
protest against, among other reasons, unsatisfactory prison conditions 

A resolution was adopted by the executive uiging upon Su Sikandar Hyat 
Khan, Prime Minister of the Punjab, to intercede in the matter immediately, 
meet the reasonable demands of the hunger-strikers and bring about a just and 
swift solution of the impasse 


The Bihar Socialists’ Conference 
Dehri'On-Sone — 7th July 1940 

V Presidential Address 

”We, Socialists, should work ceaselessly to win over a larger and larger section 
of Congiessmen to oni programme and policies The Earagarh resolution should 
continue to guide our steps and we, who owe loyalty to the great institution, the 
Congress and to its whole objective of attaining independence, should giudge no 
saciifice in helping our country to march on the road to independence,” observed 
Mr Yusuf Meheially, General Secretary of the All-India Congress Socialist Party 
in the course of his presidential speech at the Bihar Piovincial Socialists' Conference 
held at Dehri-on-Sone on the 7th July 1940 

Eeferiing to the political impasse in India, Mi Meherally said, *‘So long as all 
pow^ IB nob transferied to the Indian people, all talk of national government at 
the Centre is of no good The only remedy is to transfer power to a popular 
government that has the necessary piestige and goodwill in the country to inspire 
confidence and loyalty and keep the peace The remedy, therefore, is not to ask 
for a hotch-potch national government composed of all sorts of interests It is 
only a government elected by the people that can effectively function Oiu dutv 
to day is to prepare the people to achieve. such a government and not get mixed no 
in tile raaBses of an unstable compromrse .Ihe specifi(i duty today before a parlv 
of action hke the Congrese Socialist Pally *6 to keep this idea dynamically alive 
^ f v^ork for the ^AopUou of fhe programme of the paity m 

nddition to the coustructive rrr- - 0 , 1 'o i ' Owgress 'ihis ^ill consist ^mmnlv 
jn iictivisation of aj[ CoiiRre ( < \ >' 1 1 ' 1 1 ; sviecnl stress on the position oi 


the Congress, <laiifi call on of (n i \' iM dt 'j» 
meut and training of volunteers ” - 


Gonstituent Assembly and enrol- 
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Concluding, Mr Meherallp exhorted the people to mate sincere efforts to 
achieve unity among themselves for the larger and greater cause which was so dear 
to their heart 

Eesolntions 

The Conference considered the situation as it has developed since the Eamgarh 
Congress, both in Indn and in Europe and resolved that the policy embodied in 
the resolution of the Eamgarh Congress should still continue to guide our steps 
in this country 

The Conference welcomed the resolution of the Congress Working Committee 
regarding the war effort but expressed disapproval of certain recent statements 
of well-known Congress leaders seeking to tone down and modify the Eamgarh 
Congress resolution 

The Conference expressed its appreciation of Gandhiji’s recent statement 
against Impernlist repression in India, but did not agree with Jum that end 
disobedience should not be launched while the fury of the war lasted It felt 
that the time had now arrived to put an end to the stalemate in the country 
and declare civil disobedience on a nation-wide scale 


The All India Women’s Conference 

15th Session — ^Bangalore — 27th to 30th December 1940 

Presidential Address 


The fifteenth session of the All India Women's Conference commenced at 
Bangalore on the 27th Pecember 1940 and continued for the next three days 
under the presidency of Sh7't77iatt JRameshtvari NeJm who in the course of her 
address said — 

In the social sphere, we have made an humble contribution towards the 
removal of evil customs and the obliteration of unjust laws Amongst the many 
reforms that we have urged are the removal of purdah and of early marriage, 
widow remarriaee, abolition of the dowry system equal moral standard for men 
and women and economic independence of women Our methods of work have 
been propaganda by means of meetings and conferences, but some of us have 
urged the necessity of legal enactments for the removal of these practices I 
personally feel that conversion is a surer and better method of reform than 
compulsion Compulsion even with the best of motives leads to bad results In 
the matter of reforms the law can be used only as an aid, helping the reformere 
to press in their points where unnecessary obstinacy is displayed Had the Child 
Marriage Eestraint Act been backed by intensive and widespread propaganda, its 
success, in spite of all other draw-backs, would have been ensured 

Rights Women 

We have advocated radical changes in the personal laws particnlarly of the 
Hindus, and have demanded that the law with regard to inheritance, marnage, 
guardianship of the children and other matters should deal equitably with the 
rights of women We want that polygamy should be intradicted by law and 
divorce on specific conditions should be introduced amongst the Hindus 
embodying these reforms Lave become a normal feature of our legislatures but 
few have been destined to bear the test of the onvil^ and become the law of the 
land A more drastic method of dealing with these unjust laws is indicated I 
agree with the suggestion made by some of our members that an equitable com- 
prehensive law based on the eqaalit j of the tcxcs should be enacted even though 
Its adoption by indiiiduals in place of the present divergent laws of the community 
may be \olnntary 

Acts for the suppression of immoral traffic for the protection of children, 
for the abolition of the Devadasi svstem and for various other purj oses 
similar nature have been demanded by us and are nowon our statute books 
have tried to do some investigation and organization work amongst woiking 
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woTuen aud have embodied their demands of better housing ante- natal and pre** 
natal maternity benefits cieches, nursery schools, etc , in our resolutions 

Bemoval or Untouchabiuty 

Bemoval of untouchabihty is iny own subiect and I can say from experience 
that i\ork in that sphere is most puiifying It bungs us nearer to the realization 
of Ahtmsa, it helps us to see ourselves in the true perspective as perpetrators ot 
terrible injustices on a vast community for which each one of us is individually 
and collectuely responsible Hanjan service, like the worship of God, lifts one 
morally to a higher plane It is like the redemption of a crushing debt which 
relieves the soul of its heavy burden A little contribution made towards the 
removal of untouchability, a little effort made to bring light and cheer into the 
dismal life of these victims of our oppression will lift us as individuals and as 
a nation to a high level I invite all sister delegates present here and through 
them the women of the whole country to make the espeiiment and test the truth 
of my assertion This is not the place for me to give practical suggestions for 
work I have been making suggestions throughout the last many years Not much 
direction is needed when the heart is given It knows how to make its own way 
I, therefore, make a general appeal for women to take up this woik as their very 
own Some ot oui branches are doing a little in that connection, and I am grateful 
to them But much greater cffoit is needed and I am sorry to observe that 
women's contribution to the woik is not anything to be proud bf We 
may not forget that the achievement of our fieedom is impossible 
till I have rectified this great wrong The awakening amongst the Harijans is 
growing very fast with the education they are receiving, but the prejudices of the 
caste Hindus are not d^ing out with the same rapidity This breeds a resentful 
attitude amongst the Haitjans which weakens the giowth of the whole nation 
Even from the point of view of national fieedom, untouchability must go 

COMMOHAL HkITY 

Communal unity is another allied chosen subject of tbe year Its achievement 
for our national advance is as fundamental as the removal of untouchability The 
nature of this problem bears aftinity to the problem of untouchability If anything 
it IS perhaps moie acute and lequiies more delicate handing It is a mixture of 
political, economic and religious elements made complex and difficult of solution 
by the piesence of a third and interested party But we may not put the 
blame on the third party and seek absolution of responsibility of ouisclves The 
very fact that the third party succeeds in creating or augmenting schism 
amongst us shows our weakness Tor the lemoval of that weakness 
wa>8 and means must be found The Women's Conference has done a considerate 
amount to bring the women of all communities on a common platform I can 
vouch for the fact that amongst us there are no distinctions of caste or creed We 
do not even remember which religion or community we belong to On the platform 
of the Conference we are just women serving the cause of women and the mother- 
land But we have not yet been able to take this amity and good-will further than 
the boundaries of our Conference We ought to make an effort to do this One 
point which I would like to bring to the notice of the delegates is that the number 
of our Muslim members and delegates is very small Great attention should be 
paid to increase their number and I request my Muslim sister delegates to make it 
their special concern for the next year Without then earnest cooperation this 
work cannot be accomplished The end of the year must show a large increase of 
Muslim members on our registers That in itself will bring the two sister commu- 
nities a step nearer 


Cottage Industries 

From the economic group one of the subjects that I have chosen for comment 
18 Cottage Inaus tries We may not lose ourselves in academical discussions on 
the coraparatiye merits and dements versus large-scale industries We may only 
remember that under the present conditions, cottage industries in India are 
a necessity H is through them alone that the starving millions can get their 

therefore, be spent in devising means for their pro- 
motion The starting of training centres, of sales depots, propaganda and several 
other ways are open to us » but the most effective way is personal patron acre Khadi 
centre of all village industries There are not many khadi wearers 
amongst our members I appeal for a respectable place for khadi m the wardrobes 
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of our members Khadi is an acquired taste *nd its beauties can be perceived by 
cultivation Even its roughness has a charm It is Iifegiving to the poor and 
peacegiving to the rich An assembly of women, dressed in pure white khadi is a 
feast to the eje Khadi is a symbol o! our love for suppressed humanity, it is an 
expression of our will to be fiee Members of a nationalist organisation like ours 
should consider themselves morally bound to wear khadi And closely connected 
with khadi iB spinning Sacrificial spinning is as ennobling as Harijan seva Every 
turn of the wheel and every thread that is spun brings one nearer to the masses 
It breeds a mentality which smarts under the injustices of the current social and 
economic s 3 "stems and strengthens the determination to change it by non-violent 
means I, therefore, appeal to our members to take to daily sacrificial spinning 
which will automatically make them supporters of khadi and of village 
industries 

Housing 

The paucity of houses in India is astounding In a country of nearly four- 
hundred million inhabitants, the poor have hardly any houses to live in Only 
those who have travelled widely in the inteiior of the country and have closely 
studied the question can have an adequate idea of the suffermgs caused to men and 
women on account of lack of houses Overcrowding in cities is particularly deplo- 
rable Hundreds of thousands of people spend their lives cramped 
up m hovels called houses by courtesy It is not within our 
scope or within our power to make up for this deficiency But 
we can do something m arousing social consuence against this evil We can 
remind the governments and local authorities, the rich and the educated classes 
that it IS their responsibhty to take the dumb toiling millions out of this veritable 
hell Lack of money should make no excuse The need is so imminent that if 
no other means are available, money should be borrowed for building purposes 
by governments and local boards Co-operatue housing societies should be 
promoted by the people themselves and moneyed people should be pursuaded to 
invest their money in housing schemes House rents should be regulated by law 
to prevent the worst type of exploitation I have seen landlords taking enormous 
rents ranging fiom Es 4 to 8 for tiny little dingy one-room tenements without 
any amenities This sort of exploitation must be stopped forthwith Owners of 
agricultural lands should be compelled by law to give decent houses to their 
tenants The duty of our Conference is to bring these facts before the public and 
to persuade them to rectify this great wrong 

I must now say a few woids about non-violence in which we have repeatedly 
declared our unflinching faith An Indian women’s organisation could do nothing 
less Non-violence is inbred m an Indian woman She carries its impress on her 
Boiil The traditions in which she is brought up, the deprivations she has to go 
through in lifCt the sanskars with which she is born or her inherited genius— all 
make her a suitable medium for the expression of non-violence But that which 
has been so far latent, has to be made patent At present an Indian woman’s 
non-violence savours of tbe non-violence of the weak and the helpless As such ifc 
18 worthless It requires a conscious training to turn it into the ^ non violence of 
the strong, without which it cannot acquire the power to resist vice "and "violence 
In the practice of non-violence in life Mahatma Gandhi expects more - from women 
than from men Let us by constant effort at selE-piirificntion make ourselves 
worthy of this trust The best training centres for non-violence are our own 
homes But a searchlight has to be turned ever inwarrds and a constant watch 
kept on ourselves to make sure that from day to day the boundaries of our family 
are extending and the mother’s heart is constantly getting bigger to bring within 
its compass the whole of humanity 

Our responsibility is great We should never forget that lip-service to a cause 
18 worse than no service at all It weakens us as well as the cause Truth and 
honesty demand that we should practise what we preach I, therefore, commend 
It to our members to give serious thought to the ways and means of realizing 
non-violence m their individual lives I would suggest a serious study of 
Gandhian literature- The extension of non-violence from the individual to 
ther, group, its application ta national and -international matters is a new 
icpenment with a technique evolved by Gandhiji in tbe laboratory of his life in 
which all through he has experimented with truth It is glory and a privilege 
to be born in his time and bB^his contemporary^^ We must do all m our power 
to deserve that privilege, ^ 
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^ResoMlons— 2ntl Bay— l&angalore— 28tli Beceml^er 1940 
Faith in Non-Violence Aitiemed 
The Conference to day adopted n Tesolution on ^ar. affirming its faith in 
non-violence and appealing to the ^omen of the Tvorld to throw in their nul weight 
of their moral force on the side of permanent world peace Srmathi Eame^wart 
Nehrxi presided The lesolution, which was passed by a laige ma]ority, after tno 
hours’ discussion, ran as follows — , . ^ r 

‘‘This Conference views with the utmost distress the continuance^ of war m 
various parts of the world It expresses its horror at the cruel Buffering inflicted 
on innocent people, at the loss of human life, at the destruction of great centres 
of learning and priceless treasures of art, at the colossal waste of wealth and above 
all, at the hatred engendered in the hearts of men It once more affirms its faith 
in non violence as the best solution of the world's ills and appeals to the Govern- 
ments of all nations to put aside their weapons of destruction and seek peace m 
ways other than war It appeals to the women of the world in particular to 
throw in the full weight of their moral force on the side of permanent world peace 
Such peace is impossible without a new order based on social justice and equality 
of all nations It, theiefoie, recognises that there can be no world peace till India 
and all other subject nations attain their liberty as the first and logical step 
towaids the attainment of the ideals foi which Britain has declared she is at 
wai This Conference cannot but deplore the suffering of all peoples whose freedom 
has been taken away from them and it reiteiates that war can never solve any 
problem ” ^ 

Discussion on the Resolution 


The original resolution was moved by A]r$ Ammii Sioamniaihan (Madras) and 
was split into thiee parts for the purpose of discussion and voting The 
lesolution ran 

“This Conference views with the utmost distress the continuance of war in 
vaiious parts of the world It expresses its horroi at the cruel suffering inflicted 
on innocent people, at the loss of human life at the destruction of great centres of 
learning and priceless treasures of art, at the colossal waste of wealth, and, above 
all, at the hatred engendered in the hearts of men 

*Tt once more affirms its faith in non-violence as the best solution of the 
world’s ills and appeals to the heads of all nations to put aside then weapons of 
destruction and seek peace in humane ways It appeals to the women of the world 
m particular to throw in the full weight of then moral force on the side of 
permanent world peace 

“It expresses its keen disappointment at Britain’s failure to recognise India’s 
free status which would bo the first and logical step towards the attainment of 
freedom of all nations and world democracy, for which Britain has declared she 
IS at war ” 

A/rs Ammxi Swaminathan said that the resolution was merely a reiteration 
of the resolution passed at Allahabad and at their half-yearly meeting this year 
She felt strongly that the women not only of India but of all countiies should 
unite and try t6' bring peace in this world 

Mrs V idxja Pun (Punjab), seconded the resolution 
The Arts part of the xesoluiion was passed unanimously 

Mrs Billxmoria (Bombay), moving an amendment that the second part of the 
resolution be dropped, said that as a creed, non-violence mightbe an ideal But m the 
the present state of norld affairs, non-iiolence would not avail against the aggres- 
sors People of all shades of opinion in India had agieed that aggression should 
be put down Haung done that, they should render all help, moral and otherwise 
to the cause of putting down aggression 

Mrs Doctor (Bombay), seconded the amendment 


Non-vioienge— A World Issue 

Srxmaii K D Rukmamamma (llymiB), Miss Thakun Lakhaiu (Sind) Miss Sha- 
rndamniT and Mrs Amir Hassan (Hyderabad) supported the amendment. Vhilc MJse 
^ Uasini Sbenoy (Madras) and Mrs Kamesavaramma (Mysore) opposed it 

Enj! umart Amrtt Kaur, opposing the amendment, said that the Conference Lad 
accepted non-Molcnce on more than one occasion It had been said that non-vioIenc» 

a'® bounds of Con- 

ference On the other hand, she ■yronld say that it was a ■aoild issue Ihe world had 
come to day to a sorry stale because of the Tiolence ^wLich permeated every country 
43 
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She would ask them, in the name of i^eligion^ not to encourage violence She denied 
that any religion stood for anything but non-violence. Non-violence was not a new 
thing It was as old as God himself, because God is love Indian women, born m 
the tradition of non violence, had to show a way to the woild which was destroying 
itself because of the cult of violence Could war ever end war or solve any problem ? 
History gave a decided ‘no’ to that question ^ Was not Hitler to-day a result 
of the last war ? The honour of India and the honour of womanhood was at stake 
She would not like the Confeience to stultify itself lu the eyes not only of this 
country but of the entire world by accepting the amendment 

RajKiimari Amrit Kaitr said,un conclusion, that in the name of religion, in 
the name of humanity, in the name of Indian, womanhood and the womanhood 
of the whole world, they should try to brmg about a state of affairs in which every 
exploitation, every cruelty, and every war would cease and they would live at peace 
with each other They could not do this if they stood for war They must stand 
for non-violence, if they were to live at all 

JLTrs Btlhmcria^s amendment was then put to vote and lost 
Mrs Shiva Bao biought an amendment making two veibal changes in the 
second part of the resolution The amendment was accepted 

Mrs Billimona next moved another amendment that the third part of the 
original resolution be also dropped and Mrs Doctor seconded it 

Mrs George (Cochin), Mrs Nazir Hussain (Madras), Miss Bannerji (Bengal) 
and Mtb Hussmn Ah Khan (Hyderabad) spoke supporting Mrs Billimona’s 
amendment Sirs Billimoiia’s amendment was then put to \ote and declared lost 
Mis Shiva Bao moved another amendment which was earned in the end 
(amendment is contained m the resolution given above) 

Mrs Shiva Bao said that this war was bound to bring m a new social order 
in which the equality of all nations should be recognised There could never be 
world peace as long as there weie differences, and ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’ 

Miss Renuha Devi seconded the amendment and Mrs Cousins, Mrs TJrmila 
Mehta and Mrs Venkataraman (Andhra) spoke supporting the amendment 

Mrs Coiisms said that the Conference had expressed its desire for freedom 
for India both at its last open session and at Allahabad and on those occasions the 
subject was not viewed as a political or party question She had always wished 
that India should be a free country just as her country (England) was It was 
far from just on the part of England not to have given India the substance of 
freedom at this time 

Lady Rama Rao opposed Mrs Shiva Eao’s amendment and preferred the 
original clause Ihe amendment was then put to vote and carried The resolution, 
as amended, was then declared carried by a big majority 

Condolence Kesolutions 

In the beginning, a resolution of condolence was moved from the chair on the 
demise of His Highness Sri Kiishnaraja Wadiyar Bahadur, Maharaja of Mysore, 
and His Highness Shi Narasimharaja Wadiyar Bahadur, Yuvaraja of Mysore and 
it was passed unanimously, all standing ^ 

Another condolence resolution was passed on the demise of Dowager Lady 
Cowasji Jehangir 

Beports were read on "Adult Education ’* “Child Labour” Indigenous In- 
dustries”, Traffic m Women and Children”, Harxjan Work”, ‘ Constitution of the 
Conference” and "Indians 0\erseas” Beports were also read of the All-India 
Women’s Education Fund Association and the Lady Irwin College for 1910 and 
of the liaison officers in England, South Africa and India The Conference then 
adjourned for the day " 

Besolntions — 3rd Day — ^Bangalore — 29th December 4.940 ^ ^ 
Promoting or Communal Harmony 

The need for the removal of illiteracy by the introduction of free compulsory 
primary education for all boys and ^ifls and for the promotion of communal unity 
was stressed by the All-India Wbbaen’s Cdrrference at its plenary session to-day. 
Snmali Bameshwari Nehru presided - 

The Conference discussed the reports ol "various sub -committees, and on the 
basis of their recommendation adopted suitable resolutions ^ 

The Conference adopted the report on communal unity submitted by the Group 
Conference which met yesterday- for the jmrpose. The report viewed, with utmost 
distress, the lack of cQmlnuiial harmony %hich was eating into the vitals of na- 



-29-30 DEO '40 ] PEOCEEDINGS AND EESOLUTIONS 339 

tional life and urged on all iromen to mike a 'contribution winch was theirs by 
nature and bring concord where discord’ now prevailed ihe report urged tnat no 
government of municipal aid iti future' sbofild be guen to commimal institutions 
and appealed to the newspapers tO do their best not to indulge in communal 

propaganda^^^^^^^^^ utmost distress the forces of communal discord 

which “are disintegrating the national life" and called upon the women of India 
“to make a special contiibution to the rebiiiloing of society upon permanent 

foundations of CO operation and goodwill and peace” . ^ , , 

By another resolution, the Conference called upon all the A 1 w C bi an cues 
to establish ‘Literacy Leagues’ of themhers and non-Tnernbers of the conference, 
who will start and finance Literacy centres as well as train teachers for the work 
The Conference urged that the Goiernraent and Municipal bodies should co-operate 
and give eveiy financial aid to the Literacy Leagues 

The Conference earned a resolution moved by Mrs Cousins favoining Mon- 
tesson system to be introduced on a wide scale 

Mis Urmila Mehta and Mrs Bihmoria were declared elected as Geneial Secie 
tary and Treasurer respectively of the Conference for the coming year 


Resolutions — 4th Day — Bangalore — 30th December 1940 
Development op Cottage Industries 


The four-day session of the Conference concluded this evening, Snmatht 
Rameshwart Nehru presiding, after the reports of the seveial sub committees 
were discussed and the Conference ej^pressed its views on several important 

subjects like removal of untouchability, laws affecting marriage and divorce in 
India and the development of cottage industries After discussion, the report of 
each committee was put to vote and then adopted 

The Committee which went into the question of the development of cottage 
industries was of the opinion that if cottage industries weie encouraged the 
question of the economic independence of women would be solved to a large 
extent The committee also appealed to the members to use band-made articles 
and cloth for their personal and home needs The Committee also suggested that 
there should be set up improvement committees in every town and District and 
money allotted every year for elimination of slum areas in towns and for 

building model cottages for villagers until such time as every person had a 

proper roof over his head The Committee also recommended that schemes for 
the provision of pure water-supply, proper drains and sanitation be taken up as 
well as instruction to the people in the matter of personal and geneial hygiene 

In the matte of increased opportunities of economic independence the 
following 18 necessaij compulsory piimary education, vocational training, 
improved legal rights, Health Insurance Act, facilities for work for part 

time woikers, equal pay for equal work and improved legal economic status 
of the wife for her work as a home maker, i e , legal claim to a certain 
proportion of her husband’s earnings Without much discussion this report 
was unanimously adopted Mrs Kamalamma Desappa (Bangalore) was the 
Chairwoman of this committee and hlis Rahmatullah and Mrs feudha Mazumdar^ 
the Secretaries 

-f * Removal of Untodchability 


Dndet dhe 'presidency of Snmatht EamesJnvart Nehru, the sub-committee of 
the ConferemSv' produced a report on Dntoucbability’ to the Conference The 
committee pointed out Chat it was the the duty of all Conference membeis and 
branches to redouble their efforts for the removal of untouchabilifcy 

The commWee T^omroended> among other things, that each member should 
keep at least one Hmjan as a domestic servant for work othei than sanitation 
that 4hey should invite Harqans for social and religious functions and, if possible 
adopt one mmily and serve as its god-mother^ that separate quarters for Hamamr 
should be discouraged m order to remove^ from thi^,|mfor^nate section of humanito 
brand of inferiority complex, ihat educational fakities should be Kuen la 
Haroans and in particute to the woinen-ond that alUchooIs, hospitals 
wells, emples and other such public i^^acea should ba opened for the untouchabte 
The Municipalities and Government and . other local bodies were asked not 
to give grants to educational institutions which did npt admit Hanians 

Mrs Atijaslia Bibt (Travancore), Miss Malthe (tF ^F) .Lady Rama Eao, Mis. 
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B K Singh (Punjab) Dr Patnamma Isaac (Mysore). Sii Nanjamma (Llvsore), 
Mrs Mennon (Cochin), Miss Bhagat, Sri Saradamma (Travancore) and Mrs Parekh 
spoke ID support of the recommendations of the committee 

Eama Eao while congratulating the Mysore Government and the people 
on their efforts to better the lot of the Hartjans, observed that she had heard that 
most ot the temples were not accessible to the Hanjans “Let Mysore wake un” 
Lady Eama Eao observed, and remedy this defect” She also asked the M^so^e 
delegates ^ say whe^er they were prepared to keep in their houses as doi4stic 
servants Hartjans Several delegates raised their hands m approval of this 

Mrs Menon of Cochin observed that the Government and the public were 
doing a lot of good work for the uplift of the Banjam in that State There was 
a misapprehension that because there was temple entry in Cochin, the Eanjaits 
laboured under great social disabilities Temple-entry would come in a way which 
would do more honour to the BttTtjcms It should not come as a sort of concession 
There was a special officer to protect the rights of the Hanjans, 

Miss Bhagat suggested that the AlLIndia Eadio should include programmes 
of special interest to the Hanjans The report was then adopted “ 

Makriage and Divokce Law 


The special commitee of the Conference which considered the laws affecting 
marriage and divorce m India and submitted a report to the Conference, concerned 
Itself with Dr Deshmukh's two Bills on Separation and Divorce and the necessity 
of a comprehensive enquiry into the Hindu Law with a view to making it ]ust 
and equitable to women The committee felt that the Bills of Dr Deshmukh were 
defective and would give rise to a lot of confusion The committe felt it desirable 
that the question of legal separation and that of divorce should be dealt with m 
two separate Bills 

In regard to Dr DeshmiikK^s Bills, the committee suggested some alternations, 
VIZ , the custody of children should be left to the discretion of the court— the 
mother being given the preference ordinarily , and (2) maintenance should be given 
by the husband to the wife and for each child separately The group felt that 
the Divorce Bill that was drafted at the half-yearly meeting held at Baroda 
in 1933 covered all the demands and therefore it should be given full consideration 

The committee also suggested that the Government of India should be 
informed by a resolution urging that no piecemeal legislation be undertaken and 
that the Enquiry Committee to be appointed by them should be asked not merely 
to look into the" Bills before the Assembly, but to make a comprehensive enquiry 
into questions of marriage, divorce and property rights of Hindu women as a 
whole and to take evidence from the All-India Women’s Conference and other 
representative women’s organisations 

The committee further suggested that Mr V V Joshi of Baroda Rnd ^nt least 
two women nominated by the A I W 0 should be on the personal of that 
committee to be set up by the Government of India The members suggested from 
the A I W 0 were Bam Lakshmibai Eajwade, Mrs Asaf All, Mrs Lakshmi N 
Menon and Mrs Sharadaben Mehta 

It was also suggested that a sub-committee should bfe uppolnled by the 
Conference to draw up a Memorandum to be submitted to the committee, with the 
co-operation of all the Branches The report of the sub-committee WaS then thrown 
open for discussion 

Mr Vilasim Deii Shenoy (Madras) supporting the recommendations said that 
in ancient days the law of Divorce did exist in Hindu society, Mr B, Shtva Bao 
(New Delhi) further supporting the report appealed to the members to endeavour 
and secure the support of these members of the Central Legislative Assembly who 
happened to reside m their respective areas, so as to ensure the passing into of 
the Bills referring to the rights of women Begum Hamid Ah referred to some 
short-comings m the Bill drafted by Dr Deshmukh Mrs Ammu Swaminaihan 
(Madias) said that all suggestions would be made m the memorandum which 
would be very comprehensive 

The report of the -sub-committee was then put ^o the vote of the House ana 
passed, 51 voting for and 7 against it 

Election of Office-Bearers 

Mrs Lakslimt MeTion then announced that Lady Mirza M Ismail, Lady Eama 
'Eao, Mis VijayalaSsmi Pandit, Mrs Amtm Swaminathan, Mrs H C Mukherji and 
Mrs, Shaiadaben Mehta had been elected ns Vice-Presidents of ihe Conference for 
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the year 1941 This announcement 'svas received with loud cheers Mrs Dimilla 
Mehta and Mrs BilUmorn were elected Secretary and Treasurer respectively ot 

the Conference for the new year , , , * , Tt 

When the Conference reassembled in the afternoon, Mrs BtUnnona read ine 
report of the Group on Civic TLiaining The report stressed the need for teaching 
civicB in schools and even in colleges and requested women to help in enforcing 
the bye laws, wherever they existed for aboUshing beggaij In recommenaing 
adult fianchise for women for cuic and other institutions, the report mentioned 
that men and women should be taught to tube ^n intelligent interest m the 
exercise of the vote Speaking on the repoit Mrs Kajen Ncliva and Mis Doctor 
referred to the great part that womenfolk could play in oi eating civic consciousness 
in the citizens The repoit was put to vote and adopted unanimously 

The Confeience passed a resolution lequesting the Government of India to 
grant permiBSion to Madame and hlonsuu Montessorie to hold their training 
courses m pi evinces other than Madras also under conditions obtaining in Madras 
Mrs Billtmoria read out the statement of accounts for the ^eai, which was 
adopted by the Confeience 

Presidekt’s Concluding Remarks 


Srimatht Eameshwart Nehru, in winding up the proceedings, made a strong 
appeal to the delegates to make the Confeience a success by carrying out the 
constructive work proposed by it throughout the year in then respective places 
and thus do a real service to the people of our country J^Iuch was not done 
by speeches Everybody could do some real service to the people in iheir respective 
stations in life qbe women employed in educational institutions could seive 
the country by teaching the pupils as to how best they could sene the country , 
some could help through money if they could spare it , some could help by taking 
to spinning in their leisure time and so on 


The All India Medical Conference 

Seventeenth Session — ^Vizagapatam — 27th December 1940 

The Presidential Addless 


The importance of original research to be undertaken bv the members of the 
medical, profession in India was emphasised by Dr AT 5 Ray presiding over 
the seventeenth session of the All-India Medical Confeience which commenced 
at Vizagapatam on the 27th Decemher 1940 

Dr Ray prefaced his observations with a brief history of the Indian Medical 
Association He pointed out how in a comparatively short time from the initial 
250 members the organisation had to day nearly 150 branches with an ever- 
increasing membership throughout the length and breadth of the countiy The 
growth from ^mall beginnings into an influential organisation was a message of 
hope and encouragement for membeia of the medical profession in this country and 
should strengthen their confidence m its future The resolutions passed at its 
annual conferences were not mere mechanical repetitions but weie so many 
Tnileslones, in the history of the province, of the Association Detailing the activities 
Association Dr Ray nairated its work in relation to the Medical Council 
Bill, the Simon Commission leport and evidence before the Joint Parliamentary 
Enauiry Committee and the Income Tax Amendment Bill 
of 1938, the Drugs Bill of 1940, and the Schemes of Medical Aid 

^ the teoncnlalion of things which was bound to take place after the War 

JJr Jioy hoped, the Indian Medical AEsociation would be given its no'htfui 
place in shaping public hwlth, policies and jacasures of the various Proinncjal 
faoverntaents as well as the Government of India .Jn this connection he would 
veiy strongly urge that in all future cabinets of.the Provincial Governmenta 
Sedical'??of°BB?on of^ Health should be given to a member of the 

Eelating to the question of retention vi the Indian Medical Service m civil 
employment Dr. Bay said thai the jpieBent war had fully couhrmed that ffi 



342 THE ALL INDIA MEDICAL CONFERENCE [ vizaqapatam- 


retention of the I M S in.cml employment as war reserve was only a myth and 
xf It not had been for the fact that Indian medical men had volunteered in larce 
numbers to serve in the present war the number of I M S. officers which were 
kept in civil employment as war reserves would never ba'^e been sufficient to cone 
With the situation 


Adverting to the question of amalgamation of the Indian Medical Association 
and the All-lndia Medical Licentiates Association Dr Ray held that it was a 
consummation devoutly to be desired The accession of strength to the amalgama- 
te body would render its influence almost irresistible, no medical man could 
anord to remain outside it and no authoiity could fail to give its ear The 
introduction of the All India Register would pave the way for all class distinctions 
in future Of happy aligury, however* is that the fusion of these two Associations 
would meanwhile into a strong and united body working for the common 

welfare and highest good of the country It was for the leaders of both these 
Associations to consider seriously whether the time for further hesitation had 
not passed 

Medical Codncil of India 


The Medical Council of India was constituted now more than six years 
back with a view to furthei the cause of ‘higher’ medical education in India 
Its twofold obiects were firstly to secure a uniformity of the standard of medical 
education in the country and secondly the establishment of a system of reciprocity 
with foreign countries for recognition of medical degrees In the words of the 
late Sir Fazh Hussain, these objects were to secure “efiSciency at home and honour 
abroad ” So far as efficiency is concerned although the Council claims that the 
object 18 now on the way to fulfilment as most of the Indian universities are 
following the curriculum laid down by it, in my opinion efficiency cannot be 
complete unless the training of 80 per cent of the medical practitioneis in Indn, 
VIZ , the licentiates who do not come under the fold of the Council, also raised to 
the uniform minimum standard laid down by it So long as this is not done, the 
claim of efficiency will be a mere eye-wash Before I finish this portion of the matter, I 
think a word of caution on my pait will not be taken amiss In our craze for imitation 
models, we are sometimes apt to foiget the peculiar deeds of our country in the 
light of the social and economic conditions prevalent here All ideal educational 
systems must be broadbased upon the character of the soil and must not be mere 
transplantation from other countries These considerations are sometimes apt to 
be lost sight of If, therefore, theie gre some deficiency still left in our medical 
education, it is because we have not been able to co-ordijiate our knowledge of 
what IB best in others with the true requirements of our country 

Post-Graduate Training 

Personally, I am against over-crowding of the syllabus of study during the 
collegiate peiiod because it is more productive of evil than good Specialised study 
should always be left over till after graduation the students can make their choice 
m the light of liking for special subjects All that should be done at the outset is 
to give them a good, all-iound general knowledge of medicine, surgei^jind midwifery 
with special emphasis on hospital practice It is often complained that the student 
has baldly any time to pioperly assimilate the training imparted to him as he has 
to attend classes from morning till night and the an thou ties ol fhe colleges some- 
times find it extremely difficult to fix a time-table in order to accommodate all the 
different subjects that aie crowded in the syllabus While I am not in^ favour of 
such overcrowding of the syllabus, I feel that there should J)e more ^facilities for 
Post-Graduate and special courses by the universities so that the graduates may 
avail themselves for training in Post-Giaduate and Scientific subjects.^ This is a 
matter which has been veiy much neglected by our univeisiUes with "the result 
that our graduates are compelled to go to foreign countries for such training In 
the matter of distribution of services also, preference is given to those possessing 
foreign degiees Ihe fault does not lie with the foreign degree-holders but with 
our universities for not providing scope for necessary training Ihis is a very 
venous fault and I hope our universities will soon mend it by setting up post- 
graduate and BpeciaJ courses in, different centies of education, 

^ EECipRcrrY with Forign ^Countries 

With regard to *^honour abroad”, the "^uncil soon after its inauOTration 
tiTed to enter into a scheme of direct leciprocity with 27 countries Many of fhem 
dtd hot reply, lour of them, New Zealand, Malta, Burma and New Sough Wales 
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agreed in the first instance to reciprocate directly with us, though two of them 
Bubsequently withdrew , and fourteen countries intimated that recognise 

our degrees only so long as they continue to be recognised by the G SI 0 This scheme 
18 wharhas been aptly termed, by Dr B 0 Ray as “indirect reciprocity” ayt kept our 
Council tied to the apron strings of the G jil C I am gHd to say that the Council has 
now seen the tutility of continuing this form of reciprocity and recommended 
its withdrawal and establishment in its place of a General Reciprocity Board for 
the purpose of facilitating ^reciprocity on ‘*honouiable” terms between India and 
the various countries constituting the British Commonwealth ot I^ations 


Honour Abroad 

While It was asserted that the Medical Council would bring honour abroad, 
we have seen how in the matter of recipiocity most of the countries refused to 
enter into direct relation with the Council A country can never have honour 
abroad unless it has sovereign political status Ihe only other way by which the 
reputation of medical profession of a country may be enhanced in the outside 
woild, is the measure of contribution nhich it roahes to the stock of human 
knowledge and to its adiancement by oiiginnl research We shall never be able 
to secure this recognition unless members belonging to our profession engage in 
works of such original nature that the value of our contributions in these 
directions will secure for us not only honour abroad but also world- wide 
recognition Unfortunately the original contribution which the Indian medical 
profession has so far been able to make in the domain of medicine is very meagre 
and in consequence, the estimation in which our profession is held outside India 
is not very high The causes for this among others seem to be firstly, neglect of 
the Indian Universities to stimulate medical research , secondly, failure of the only 
other organisation, viz , the Indian Research Fund Association to command public 
confidence and stimulate the spirit of lesearch and original work in the minds of 
the members of the profession While the Universities here spend decent sums to 
encourage original work in sciences like Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, etc , 
they have done very little to endow research scholarships or research fellowships 
in the different branches of medicine or stimulating research under their Faculties 
of Medicine It is a pity that while India can claim with pride sons like the 
late Sir J 0 Rose, Sir C V Raman, Sir P G Ray, Dr Bhatnagar, Dr Saha 
and late Mr Ramanu]am who have made their mark in the world’s estimation in 
the domain of pure science, she has none except Brahmachary, Chopra and a very 
few others who have been able to attain distinction in the realm of medicine 
This 18 a state of affiirs of which any country ought to be ashamed, and 
paiticularly India, where genius and scientific talents areT)y no means wanting 

Paucity in the FieijD of Medical Research 


If any one goes through the records of investigations carried out by the 
woikeis under the Indian Research Fund Association, one will be surprised to 
find that although huge sums of money aie spent annuallv, there is hardly any 
work of outstanding merit which can hold out before the world ns epoch-making 
or as creating ^ land-mark in the science of medicine Research can only grow 

in an atmosphere of freedom and, if genuine research workers are to be attracted 
to this Fund, the stuffy official-controlled air of the place must make room for a 
freer atmosphere - Unless the workers aie given more latitude and fieedom not 

only la the choree of^ their work but also in the manner and method of their 

iniestigations, I am afraid this state of affairs is bound to continue Here I would 
appeal to the rich and well-to do people to do their duty to the country by 

encouraging research by their private chanties There neier was any dearth of 
philanthropic people in India and, if their chanties hare hitherto fiowed in other 
directions, let them now flow in the direction of medical rcsearch—a direction which 
has unfortunately been ^c^y much neglected m the past 

* The War and Drug Industry ‘ 


f War has brought many a new complication in its tram both in ma^fera 

of national and international impo^ance Bet we are not'concerned here so much 
with their pohhcal and economic effecta hs with theif direct and immediate bearW 
on our own problems The difficulty of getting medicines from countrfes on fwhfch 
India used to depend 60 long 18 being expeneneed by all of ^us -.here The old 
stock of such medicines as are still left are. either ngorously controHed hv the 
Go^e^Dment or sold at prohibitive prices At one stage, there was a -wild aUempt 
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at profiteenng whicli, thanks to the prompt action taken by the Government at 
the instance of the public and our profession, has now gone. But the hardshin 
Btill experienced by the people ns n lesult of storage of supply and inflation of 
prices IS by no means inconsiderable It would ordinarily be expected that war 
conditions would give a fillip to the manufacturing industries of the country 
including the chemical and pharmaceutical industry but the restrictions and 
inhibitions of imports apply as much to manufactured products as to essential 
raw materials, plants and machineries As soon as the war broke out, our 
Association set up a sub-committee to deal with the problem and it did some 
valuable work in this connection by publishing a list of Indian substitutes for 
drugs and medicines manufactured by the belligerent countries But I should 
like to suggest hero that a permanent committee consisting of industrialists, 
economists and experts should be immediately set up to go more fully into the 
question of drug manufacture m India We have yet a long way to traverse in 
order to make India self-sufficient in the matter 

Need of an Indian Pharmacofoeia 

Where a drug has been scientifically prepared and tested, no matter whether 
it be of Ayurvedic or Unani system, there is no reason why it should not find 
a place in the pharmaconceia It is high time that India had a pharmacopoeia of 
her own which should not only include drugs of western systems but also those 
drugs of Ayur\edic and Unani pieparation whose therapeutic and pharmacological 
values have been proved I draw the attention of our IJnuersities and pWin^aco- 
logists to this matter 

National Health Insurance 

Piessing hard on the attention of our legislators is the question of public 
Health Insuiance with which is necessarily bound up that of rural medical 
aid, improvemeut and extension of hospitals or dispensaries generally It augured 
well that as soon as provincial autonomy began to function in the provinces, 
the attention of those governments were turned to Labour, Tenancy and various 
other legislations meant for improving the economic condition of the people 
While therefore there was much to congratulate these Governments on the success 
of those measures, I cannot but emphasise that there was one aspect of the ques- 
tion that did not unfortunately receive the same attention that its importance 
warranted I am referring to the introduction of system of compulsory National 
Health Insurance In a country like India where Malaria, Tuberculosis and other 
endemic and epidemic diseases are so rampant and account so largely for the 
devitalisation of our people, the question of public health must be given precedence 
m all efibits to impiove the material condition of the people We have unfor- 
tunately no official statistics to show the extent of annual economic loss that the 
country suffers as result of these diseases, but if the figures were available, one 
could assume they would be simply staggering 

A Case for India 

But what IS nearer to the point is the institution of some scheme in India 
that at little cost will bung medical aid to all who desire it I have m mind some 
such scheme as that of the panel system of England or its^ French counterpart- 
some scheme that gives doctor a living and at the same time"" is within the means 
of at least the lower middle class people It appears to me that a suitable scheme 
of this nature is not impossible of acceptance in India If, for instance, in regard 
to mill-hands and such people, the cost is shared between the Government, em- 
ployers and employees, the share of each will not be found to be prohibitive or 
burdensome , nor even if the scheme is extended to the rural population We 
have discussed various aspects of this question in committees and in our journal, 
and Provincial Governments are not unaware of the views 'expressed It is not 
a proposition that a private body can tackle and we can only press the matter again 
on the attention of the various Governments concerned We had also communicated 
our views ou the ifiatter to the Oongiess Economic Planning Committee 
1 ♦ TuhCBCULOSIS 

also when turn to tuberculosis, it is so much to be deplored though 
here the gidora is relieved by the valiant effort made by Her Excellency the 
Marchioness of Linlithgow to raise a crore of rupee's fot the King Emperors 
Anti-tuberculosis Fund Her Excellency’s effort baa served to focus public 
attention but it will be readily understood that the sum actully raised is hardly 
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adeduate ■when applied on an India ■wide basis It is still being discussed how best 
this money should be Hid out 1 personally feel that mere multiplication of 1 B 
ClinicB and propaganda are ^ not the only effectual means of tackling a colossal 
problem hko this While dispensaries and clinics are important, mere mnltiphcation 
of them ivdl not seive the purpose Certain beds should be available for incuiable 
cases in the hospitals of the districts from which the patients come so as 
to prevent them from over-crowding the cities in the hope of getting accommodation 
lu the hospitals and thereby infecting citizens It should be remembered 
that segregation of one patient saves nearly 20 others from infection 

The incidence of tuberculosis in India is fearfully on the increase and the 
figures of mortality which must exceed d lakhs on the lowest computation, are 
daily ascending by leaps and bounds And yet strange as it is, national cons- 
ciousness does nob seem to have been roused to appreciate the magnitude of the 
dangei that threatens us How vast the problem is and how pitifully inadequate 
has been our efibit to meet it, will bo evident from even a superficial comparison 
with uiiat the Soviet Russia has already done m the matter There are in Russia 
to day 500 special tuberculosis hospitals , nearly 5,000 dispensaries and clinics 
dcding with early diagnosis and treatment, 16,000 sanatoria , 11,000 convalescent 
homes and one labour proph^lactorium on the Papworth model in each industry 
If this 18 what has been done by Russia with a population of 183 millions 
only, how much more needs to be done by India with a population of nearly 
400 miUiouB ? It seems therefoxe that we have not yet touched even a fringe of 
the whole problem 

The State and its Fonctioks 

If the word ‘Government’ has found frequent expression in the course of this 
shoit addiesB, it is because the experience of the world teaches us that is is only 
b> the State that these larger issues can be successfully dealt with Indeed, 
many of oui piobicms m India, even oni medical and public health pioblems, 
have to wait on the solution of larger political and constitutional issues And 
when these are in ferment, it is haidly a time for constructive work The impei- 
fectly constituted provincial Goveinments are too much racked with comiuunahsra 
at present All tins offers a serious stumbhog block to the solution of many Indian 
questions, medical and otherwise These apparently must await n freer political 
atmosphere and I have no doubt also, a thiiving economic situation in which the 
necessary finance will be forthcoming 

War and the MnDiCAD Profession 


The medical profession all over the woild stands on a somewhat different 
footing fiom the icst of the combatants in the wai because it has to render aid 
(o the sick and injured iriespective of whether be is a friend or foe That is 
why apait fioni all contioversial politics about India’s participation xn the 
war effoits the I SI A as soon as the war broke out, nob only issued pamph- 
lets on treatment and prevention of air-iaid injuues but also urged medical 
men all over India to render every assistance to the Goveniraeut in this 
ducction It must bo Bufficieutly realised that to day war is not merely a 
matter of first line trenches and large battalions of soldiers but the organiza- 
tion of the entue resources of the country, bringing cirihans, women and children 
into the combatant area The aerial bomb and torpedo drop with the impartiality 
of rain on soldier and civilian alike In a world gone mad with the lust of kiJIing 
hon far can we see, to what extent can we plan ? We cannot see too far 
ahead in the circumstances of to day We must simplj cairy on holding steadfastly 
to the hope tlmt human nature will soon be seen to better purpo'^e f^or our pait 
we plead nq special viitues We are doctors but we are Indians at the same time 
We see arpund us an itifinltude of waste and human sufienng We cannot foiget 
that of every 1,0C0 infants brought in the world, 488 die before the age of 10 
that 160000 mothers die of childbirth of which 80 per cent are preventible deaths 
that the average expectation of hfe in India is only 26 years , that death rate 
reaches the figure of 6^ million, that 309,000 succuifib to malarirt' &c!h year anffSn- 
equal number if not moie to tuberculosis r above ali, that one thud of our nonu- 
Hliod do not get a square meal in the day IV hat the 1941 census will ,rcveal 

figures are startling enough So much, so mv "much 
of the waste and suffering is preventible , ^ ' 
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The Newspaper Editors’ Conference 

New Delhi — 1 0th November 1940 

The Presidential Address 

The withdrawal oi the recent order under the Defence Ee^ulation prohibiting 
publication of mattei calculated directly oi indirectly to foment opposition to the 
Bficcesful prosecution of tlie war was mentioned by Mr jST Si'iihvclsclth Mana^inff 
Editor of the 'Hindu’ in his opening addiess at Hew Delhi on the lOtii Norember 
t940 as President of the Newspaper Editors’ Conference In the course of his 
speech, the President said — 

Until a few days back, oux lelations with the Government in India were 
characterised by a spirit of unstinted co-operation from almost every responsible 
newspaper belonging to every shade of political opinion We have, all of us, without 
a woid of dissent, helped the Goieinment in then propaganda for then war effort 
in all possible ways and have allowed our columns to be devoted to the publica- 
tion o£ reports of speeches and to long statements by officials and non-officials 
aimed at a vigoious prosecution of the war We have gone furthei, m peinnttmg 
a generous use of space in our advertisement columns, often without payment and 
in some cases at concession rates Those senices, lendeied, I need not remind 
you, under difficult circumstances owing to the rapidly using prices of newsprint 
and the serious curtailment of the size of our papers, ought to have served as 
sufficient indications of our good faith even undei the piesent trying conditions 

Effect on Editors 

'Tt was with amazement therefore, that all of us were greeted with the order 
issued under the Defence of India Eegiilations which, if confoimed to would re- 
duce the position of an editor to that of an inanimate automaton The conditions 
that were sought to be imposed by that oider weie such that no self-respecting 
editor could submit to them We have, therefore, met heie to-day to take counsel 
together and agree upon common action in order to preserve our rights, which are 
fundamental to the maintenance of a fiee and independent Press This conference 
has become urgent now because of the political deadlock in India and the utter 
inability of the Government so fni to solve it to the satisfaction of the people 
The Government have without qualification, acknowledged the help they have so 
fai leceived from the Press throughout the period of the war 

But the continued drift in the policy of the Government and the consequent 
woisening of the political situation have upset the eqiulibnum of those m charge 
of the administration, and as a result we haie been served with an ordei which, 
It IS said, 18 aimed at pieventing exploitation of newspapers by the sponsors of 
the Satyagiaha movement A little intiospection on the pait of the authorities 
would ha^e shown them that it is they themselves, who aie attempting to exploit 
the political movement in the name of efforts to win the wai I he charge that 
the Satyagraha moiement is pro-Hitlei and therefore all publicity lelatiug to it is 
fomenting anti-wai activity is manifestly un]ust and cannot be accepted We must 
make it plain that we cannot and will not be parties to the snppiession of all nor- 
mal political activity in the name of the war 

Liberty of The Press 

“It may be said lu reply that for the duration of the war we must allow our- 
selves to be governed by methods associated with dietatoiship and all talk of 
liberties of the citizen or the Pi ess in a crisis is nonsense May I remind those 
who may be tempted to adopt this line that in the summer of this ;^ear, ’^hen an 
Invasion of Britain seemed imminent after the Trench collapse, Ma]0i Attlee ueclarea 
the House of Commons that under all cucumstances, the Press would be free to 
express its views without official interference ? But we have not, in this country, 
a National Government, based on the will of the people which accordin^g to another 
Cabinet Minister, Sir John Anderson, is the surest safeguard for the liberties oi the 
Press as of the individual , , , , , 

“ihe absence of a National Government at the Centre and administration under 
Secnon 93 of the Government -of India Act in 7 provinces, are the greatest handi- 
caps to a successful war effort In the conditions, which axe prevalent to-day in 
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tbi8 countTv, restrictions on tlie Piess, de\ised by an irresponsible exeoi.iti've are 
bound to be destiuctive of fiee espiession of opinion based on the publication of 
impaitial and true icpoits appealing in the Press It is a hopeful sign that the 
authonties in Delhi have lecognized the necessity ioi seeming the co opeiation of 
the Piess and are now piepaied to meet ns in overcoming our difficulties we 
may at the outset leiterate that it is fai fiom our intention to cioate difhculties 
foi the Government or impede then war effoit 

“Oui sole concern is to conduct a neuspapei free to express opinions frankly 
and to that end factual representation of events in the widest sense must be 

allowed , ,, ^ ^ i. . ^ 

“We must have a body analogous to the Ministry of Information in England 
which will take counsel and act in co operation with a body of responsible 3 ournali- 
Bts in Delhi as well as at the piovincial centies I he Government must baie 
full confidence in and tiust us to conduct oiuselves properly as responsible mem- 
beis of the public 

‘ We in India are painfully aware of the many dmeiences in the political 
sphere But I am glad to feel that in regaid to the libeities of the Press difFeren- 
ces of outlook or opinion are not likely to divide us A fiee Press with a full sense 
of xesponsibility must be allowed to function, and it is our business to suggest to 
the Government the right and only method of approaching us to help them m win- 
ning the wai 

“Since piepanng this speech I am glad to say that the Chief Press Censor 
in Delhi got into touch with me and communicated to me that the recent oidei 
issued under the Defence Eegulations is to be withdiawn 

Hesolntions 


The Conference passed among otheis the following resolutions — 

“This conference welcomes the change thus indicated in the attitude of the 
Government of India towards the Press and desired to point out that even horn 
the point of view of the Government the results they seek are best achieved by a 
policy of tiust and co operation instead of minatory directions 

^This conference tlieiefoie uiges on the Goveinment of India that they with- 
diaw such regulations or lestrictions as beaiing heavily in the Piess in the dischaige 
of their legitimate duties to the public in order to revive and lestorc the atmos- 
phere of confidence that prevailed between the Goveinment and the Press until 
recently 

‘This conference desires to stiess that it is the duty of the Press Adviser also 
to advise the Government of the best way of ensuring coidial relations with the 
Piess and to this end it is his duty to see that orders to journalists m the mofussil 
are communicated with due courtesy and con si delation 

“This All-India Newspaper Editois’ Conference appoints this subject committee 
as a standing committee to represent then interests lu relation to the Goveinment 
for the duiation of the war and authoiizes them to appoint sub committees at the 
Centie and in the provinces ns and when required for the above purpose including 
recommendations to the personnel of the advisory committee The Piesident is 
authoiized to co opt members to the Standing Committee at his discrtion ” 

^ constitute the Committee ->The President (Mr K Sriniva- 

^ Ghosh, Mr Aithur Moore, Mi Mahadev Dosai, Mr C E Srini- 
vasan, Mr Devadas Gandhi Mi G S Eangaswami, Mr B Shiva Eao, Mr Kama 
Eao, Mr Desh Bandhu Gupta Mr Samaldas Gandhi, Mr P D Sharma, Mr A 
S Iyengar, Mr S Natarajan, Mr Pothan Joseph, and Mr Jagan Nath Eawath 

llie following membeiB weie co opted —Mr Piancis L^w Mr S W Ttunfm 
Mr Kali Nath Ray, Mi Kiislina Ram Llehta and Mi B N Mazumdni ’ 

I he meeting fuithei 'jrped that vanouB punitive measuiee taken againet 
cerlam newspapers such as the 5'atm/v and the ^attoml Herald, be leviewed bv 
Government m consultation with the StanOing Committee, 



The Eastern Group Conference 

New Delhi — 25th October 1940 

Viceroy’s Speech 


The Eastern Group Conference was opened at New Delhi on the 25th October 
1940 by the Viceroy in an austere and businesslike setting bereft of colourful 
ceiemonial The following is the full text of his Excellency’s speech at the 
opening of the Conference — 

Gentlemen, the need for a conference sucli as this has long been apparent 
to those who have studied the oiganization of the British Commonwealth of Nations 
for a piotracted war , and fiom the ready response to the invitations which I was 
recently authoiized by his Majesty’s Government in the IJnited Kingdom to 
send out, I judge that other empire Governments in this pait of the world are 
as eager as the Goveinment of India to make the conference a living part of our 
war effort India may congratulate herself on hei foitunate geogiaphical position , 
for her the occasion is historic, and on behalf of my Government and the people 
of India I extend a very cordial welcome to the visiting delegations I also 
welcome the Ministry of Supply mission whose opportunate arrival in India will 
enable the conference to benefit by the advice of Sir Alexander Roger and his 
colleagues I am glad, too, to think that we shall have available to us the advice 
of the strong and lepiesentative body of non-official advisers from India who are 
present here today 

Determination to Pool Our Eesources 

I would not have it thought heie or elsewhere that the holding of the 
conference implies any failuie of the members of the ‘eastern gioup’ of empire 
countiies to help one anotbei in the war effort Indeed, we in India have been 
much impressed by the eagerness of other empire Governments to help us and we 
hope that we for our pait have done oiir best to meet such demands a& they have 
made upon us What the confeience does imply is something very different— a 
deteimination not merely to help one another, but to pool our lesouices so that 
we may as a gioup of Governments and countries put forth the greatest material 
wai effort that we can 

Urgency of the Conference 

The idea underlying the confeience is by no means new , it arises from the 
Imperial Conference of 1937 But its uigenc > has been borne in upon us more 
paiticulaxly dining the past six months Many of the countiies represented here 
played a gieat part in the war of 1914-18, coutiibuting without stint men, money 
and material In that war, howevei, mateiial lesources, though of great importance, 
were consideiably less important than they aie today, and it is probably true that 
the outlying empire countries concentiated veiy largely upon ^ man -power and the 
simpler foims of equipment, relying upon the highly organized industries of the 
IJnited Kingdom and her allies to do the lest When the present "aar began we 
knew that conditions would be veiy different, but we could not foresee the fall of 
Norway, Denmark, Holland and Belgium and the destruction of France as a 
military power and ally in Europe The Biitish empire is now fighting alone, and 
must not only find the men and mateiial to defend the United Kingdom against 
invasion, but provide foi the defence of bei outlying membei‘s,“ and for the equip- 
ment of the remnants of the forces of hei conqueied allies ^ 

Almost Unique in Political ExperiencC ^ 

This conference, ^theref 01 Ov while having a precedent in the Imperial Conference 
of 1937, nevertheless falls into fl Category almost unique m the political experience 
' of the British Commonwealth It represents the active collaboration of a ^art or 
the 'Commonwealth in the Jnteiests of the whole pit implies that those 
'parts of the empire which he 'east* and south of Suez are about to investigate 
the assumption of new responsibilities wliicb will lighten the bin dens on the 
mother country at a timC^ when she is preoccupied with difficult problems 
'peculiar to the present phase of the Wai , and it reflects those qualities 
of -resihency and ndaptability which are a characteristic feature of our 
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political institutions, for it means tLat those units of the Commonivealth lYhieh are 
situated in the eastern hemisphere are ready and ■willing to associate themselves 
With policies m which self-interest tind self-assertion are relegated to second ph'ce 
in face of the menance that is confronting the Commonwealth as a whole Ihe 
spread of the war in the direction of the Middle East cannot disrupt the polilictd 
integrity of the Commonwealth because that integrity is looted in freedom and 
justice which are the component elementa of that political philosophy which im- 
bues all sections of the Commonwealth 

OoR First Px/Aik Duty 

A threat to any part of the Commonwealth is a threat to the whole and the 
immediate danger is being faced at present in the mdther country In this situation 
our first plain duty is to relieve the United Kingdom 'of such of her burdens as we 
can bear ourselves, and I suggest that we can best ' do this by preparing a joint 
scheme showing cleaily how far, viewed not as individual governments and countiies, 
but as a group, we aie capable of meeting our own wai needs and of supplying m 
increasing measure the wai needs of the United Kingdom 

Task of the Confepence 

‘The task of the conference is, in brief, the preparation of such a scheme, and 
my Government and I are under no illusions as to the complexity of our delibe- 
rations All or almost all the countries lepresented here are producers of raw mate- 
rials , some are fortunate in possessing more or less wholly organized industries , 
and some are able to manufacture munitions of war on a fairly large scale It will 
be for the delegations to declare the strength and weakness of their respective 
countries, and for the conference as a whole to say how far the deficiencies of one 
country can be made good by the actual or potential surplus of another It is 
possible that in respect of ceitam items of supply no planning may be needed , 
but there will, I believe, be room for planning and ‘rationalization over a very 
wide field The conference clearly cannot stop short at recommending a compara- 
tively easy exchange of raw materials and manufactured articles , it will have to 
consider the position of the participating countries as a group and the best methods 
of making the group selt-Bupporting you may find when you come to consider 
the establishment of new manufactures, that it is convenient that one or more 
countries within the group should concentrate upon particular items, and that 
some general allocation of industrial responsibility will be inevitable Again, you 
may find that all the countries in the group are short of certain essentials, and the 
means of secuiing these will have to be planned 


Ekffrt Assistance Available 

The procedure by which the conference will approach and solve these impor- 
tant pioblems is, of course, for the conference to decide Many of the problems to 
be discussed are, in their detailed aspects, a matter for experts, and I should like 
to make it clear that my Government intends to make available to individual dele- 
gations and to the conference as a whole all the expert assistance at its command,-- 
whether of an ofiicinl oi non official character India is frequently described as a 
bureaucratic country, but we rely greatlv both in peace and m wai on the coopera- 
tion of organreed industry, and I acknowledge now with gratitude the readiness and 
generosity with whicli Indian industry has responded to oui wartirao needs The 
services of experts engaged in industry have been at oui disposal from the first 
and I am glad to thmk that so many of the gentlemen who have devoted so much* 
time and thought to pinduction problems since the war began have come to New* 
Delhi to-adyise the conference and its various committees Our own official experts 
are also available, particularly on the more specialized side of munitions produkion 
und I am sure- that I am speaking for Sir Alexander Roger when I sav that hia 
very capable team will give all the help they can 

A Clear Enunciation or Policy^ ai&b Principles 

It would be idle to expect that the peheme to he drawn up by fins conference 
will be BO complete and detailed that it will lejive nothing to be settled hvtho 
participating countries It ^ill vve all hope, be a ckx eniinuatron of policy and 
principles, but there will inevitably bO a gieat mass of deUail to settle after the 
conference disperses One of the objects of the conference is therefore to consife 
the estab ishnient Of n standing committee to see that.jhe conferenco policy Vs M 
upon with promptitude and energy \Ybether this committee can be of kal 
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as my Government believes, what countiies should be represented upon it and 
when it should be established are matters for the conference to consider 

DiscnssioN ON Wider Economic Issues 


^ entirely to war supply and the conference 

will doubtless deal with war supply and nothing else We know, howeier that 
some visiting delegations desiie to make use of the facilities available here for the 
discussion of wider economic issues, and my Commerce depaitment will be most 
ready to undertake such discussions 'ivith them 


Knowledge or India’s Capabilities 

Befoie I leave you to your deliberations, let me add that if the members of 
any delegation desire while they are heie to see something of this great country, 
with its gieat resources of law materials and its growing industiies, my Govern- 
ment will be only too glad to provide the necessary facilities Ihis is notan 
occasion foi salesmanship or adveitisemeat, and theie is serious work ahead of us 
all But some of^^^ose piesent may, as the delibeiatioiiB of the war conference 
proceed, find it necessary to acquire at first hand some knowledge of India’s 
capabilities , and otheis who can spare the time may wish to carry away with them 
impressions not limited to the lestncted circle of Kew Delhi 


SXMPATHY AND AdmIEATION FOR V K 


I have said that there is senons work ahead of us all The brunt of the war 
has so far fallen upon the United Kingdom, and our hearts go out in sympathy and 
admiiation foi the steadfast courage of its people, and of those who have been called 
upon to defend its shores If this conference enables us to do more than we hare 
yet done to protect the life of the Commonwealth, if within the next few months we 
are able to feel that our united efforts are enabling us to exert our undoubted strength 
to the full, then we shall not have laboured in \ain I am satisfied that we haie 
it in our power, working together, to make towards the common cause a contribution 
which is destined to be of the greatest value and which may indeed prove to be 
decisive But if results of the highest value aie to flow from our joint endeavours, 
It 18 evident that our contnbution must be timely as well as sufficient for, in war, 
speed is near to victory 

New Conception or Commonwealth Ideals 

As I have alieady indicated it is a new conception of our Commonwealth 
ideals which will be reflected in your deliberations here There is something signi- 
ficant, even dramatic, in the thought of Great Biitain bravely bearing the brunt 
of the enemy’s attacks while her kinsmen and associated peoples iii the east are 
marshalling their foices for that ultimate victory which will bring an end to aggres- 
sion and to that depravity of the soul which accompanies totalitarnnism flhose 
empires of the past which have fallen have generally fallen from some inherent 
defect from within 

That 18 not likely to be the fate of the comity of peoples represented by the 
British Commonwealth The British elements within that comity have a common 
heritage to defend, and the sistei peoples associated with it also derive their aspira- 
tions from the traditions we seek to uphold Together, we represent varying degrees 
of that political philosophy which permeates the whole but the common denomma- 
toi of all IS faith in freedom and a belief in those things of the spirit which make 
peoples truly great Thus what we seek to do here is not something that will 
redound only to credit as individual units of a world wide empire , rather slmiild 
it reflect the firm expression of our living faith in the splendid heritage which we 
enjoy as members of an association of Iiberty-loving peoples “* » 


Delegation Leaders’ Statement 

s . ' New D6TM^25th November 1940 

The following Btatement was isBiied by ,the leaders of delegations to the 
Eastern Group Conference from New Delhi on the 25th November 1940 

. 'With the meeting of the 25th j^ovemiber 1940, the deliberations in Delhi o 
the Eastern Group Conference come k) an end, hut the work whi^ those * 

tions have been designed to forward may he smd only now to have been n^u 
The diBcuBBiou that have tak§n place and the contacts that have been estaDliBnett 
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have been of the greatest value Our report, vre trust, will prove to be the 
starting point on an intensive industrial war effort of very great importance it ^ is 
difficult to overestimate the value of the countries represented of the opportunity 
we have had of examining the supply problems affecting the countries ot the 
Eastern Group Conference and of considering how best war effort can be forwardeci 
over an area of such profound importance Between them, Australia, New Aealana, 
South Africa, India, Southern Bhodesia, Kenya, Uganda, Tary;anyika, Northern 
Khodesia, Nayasaland, Zanzibar, Burma, Ceylon, Malaya, Hong Kong and Palestine, 
have a population of 416 raiUions, and their combined impoits and exports aniount 
to £1600000,000 Australia is already all out on an immense programme India 
and South Africa are both on the same way and the various other participants 
are ready and willing to take orders for munitions of all kinds and use sucn 
machine tools and facilities as they have in their countries 


Intbrchangi: of Information 

Already the interchange of information between the several delegations has 
brought to light important facts and promising opportunities of which most of 
us at the opening of our proceedings were entirely unaware, while duiing the 
weeks that we have been togethei it has already been possible, by correlating 
surpluses m equipment with the existing requirements, to supply impoitanfc 
deficiencies without waste of time of undue call on the shipping space 
Appointment of Representative Standing Body 


The report which we have prepaied embodies our conclusions But the work 
which the conference has begun cannot end vsith the submission of our report , for a 
report can do no more than make recommendations and indicate the possible lines of 
enquiry It is for that reason that we have recommended the appointment in India of 
a icpiesentative standing body, which would continue the work of the conference and, 
within a defined field, coordinate supply plan production and assist in arranging new 
sources of production Such a body can not be established by the conference itself 
For our recommendation, like all other recommend itions included in our report, is a 
matter for the consideration and decision of the participating Governments, though 
It 18 our hope as a conference that our proposals will meet with their euppoit 
and acceptance 

We feel strongly, however, that it will not be in the public interest, or in tho 
interest of furthering war effort that while our recommendations are under con- 
sideration the secietatiat organisation placed by the Indian Government at the 
disposal of the conference and already in being should be wholly dispersed 
Pending a decision by the Govenimeuts concerned as to the establishment of the 
representative standing body which we have proposed, it remains important that 
tbeie should be some terapoiary machinery to collect and to transmit information, 
to deal with the records of the conference, to handle enquiries relating to the 
conference and to its recommendations promptly and adequately and above all to 
preserve continuity between our work and mny representative standing body that 
may bo established, which will, of course, set up its own secretariat and organisation 
apart from the Indian Government We have carefully considered how .best to 
ensuie this Few of the delegations are in a position to leave any of their members 
behind them m India In the first place, no delegation is in a position to 
commit Us Government to the acceptance of any paiticular recommendation of 
the confeience 


Apart from that, many of the members of the conference have urgent and 
important work to do ul their own countries wheie each, ns his first duty will 
leport to his Goiernmont upon the particulax subjects with which he has’ been 
specially concerned during the work of the various committees of the conference 
In these circumstances, we haie requested the Government of India to retain for 
the present such poition of the conference secretariat as may be needed for the 
purposes we have mentioned above pending- a dbci^on on the establishment on the 
repiesGiifative st-inding bodj proposed AYq arc* to saj that this .recommenda- 
tion had been accepted by the Goiernment ol India umiueuuu 


SIoKu ErrncTivE JIutriAL IStjcgbatios of* Eesoitrces ■' > 

. Piime Minister of the United Kingdom, tii the inspifine messace whiel 

he addressed to us on the opening daj of onr Session, ►bade us looT f™d 2 
the day when tho forces created by ^onr efforts**** both Fast Qurf 
together for the final oierthrow oflhe powers of 'evfi^^atobje^t la? iLf aJa^^ 
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in the Prime Minist^ s ivords, to plan the more effective mutinl intesration of the 
resources of all our Governments in the Eastern hemisphere We realize to tho 
fuU that in the shoit time available to us we may have fallen short m Sy respects 
of the ideal which we set ourselves But we feel no doubt that this Assemblv of 
representatii es of so many widely scattered Governments can hope to make a con- 
tribution of real value to the furtheiiiig of war effort. The problems we have had 
to deal with have been of great importance aud great complexity We have done 
our best to make full advantage of the opportunity we have had We are well 
aware that there may be many resp6ct5 in which the proposals we have put forward 
will call on further scrutiny for modification But we aie confident, for all that 
that the work of this conference, the contacts established during it, and the trreater 
understanding which emerge from it the difficultieb and the potentialities of all 
the participating countiies, will be of deep and real significance and value in the 
prosecution of the war and the attainment of the ideals which aie common to us 
all And throughcnit our deliberations we have been profoundly conscious that 
having regard to the general war position speed m execution is a spirit essential in 
all tliat we have sought by our labours to forward 

(Sd ) Walter Massey Greene Paw Tun, H J Huxham G G S Corea 
Phillip Mitchell, D J Sloss Muhammad Zafrulla Khau, Northunt Alexander 
Eoger, J Duigan, Major General G Walsh, F R G Hoare, Major General 
F E Harris 


British India and Indian States 

All India States’ Peoples’ Conference 
Standing Committee Resolution — ^Bombay — 1st July 1940 


A resolution calling on the Rulers of the various Indian States to confer 
complete responsible government on their subjects was adopted by the Standing 
Committee of the All-India States’ Peoples’ Conference, whicli concluded its sittings 
at Bombay on the Ist July 1940 under the piesidency of Mr Janaharlal Nehru 
The resolution inns as follows — 

“The Standing Committee desires to draw the attention of the people and the 
Rulers of the States to the fast and ie\olationary developments that are taking 
place in the world, which must inevitably lead to fundamental changes in the 
-political and economic ordei The old order is rapidly passing and empires are 
fading away giving place to changed conditions In the new order that will emerge 
out of the bloodshed and horror of war, it is inconceivable that out-of-date feudal, 
political and economic conditions can continue in India or elsewhere The time 
for petty changes and slow refoims in the States has passed and attempts to check 
the inevitable and far-reaching changes that are long overdue must lead to disaster 
“The present policy being pursued in most of the States is one of 
repression increasing m intensity under the pretext of war conditions and the 
Defence of India Act Such policy displays a complete ignorance of the significant 
happenings in India and the world aud must hasten this disaster It (the Com- 
mittee), therefore, advises the Rulers to accept without reservation the modern form 
of State, that is a State, which is conducted by popular and responsible representa- 
tives giving effect to the popular will Even the ideal of responsible go\eniment 
in the States may soon fall short of the goal in the ever-developing world 
situation 

“So far as the people of the States afe concerned they must hold fast to full 
freedom and complete responsible government and not accept anything less than 
this During these critical times the States peoples must strengthen and organise 
themselves to face all the trials they auay have to endure before they reach their 
cherished goal, freedom within the large freedom of an independent India ” 

By another resolution the^ Standing Committee requested the Baroda Durbar to 
hold a judicial enquiry with regard to complaints about interference on the part of 
State ofiicials in the recent elections to the St^te Legislature 
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D) Pattahhi Sttai amaijya, in a sliort Bpeech, impressed on the States’ worhers 
that the only nay of getting independence was by determined oiganisation 

Acharya N'arendra Deo also addressed the convention, which terminated after 
nearly foui hours’ discussion * 


The Eastern States^ Rulers^ Conference 

Second Session — Calcutta — 2nd July 1940 

SuPFOBT TO Britan in War 

“As the destiny of ludiT is indissolubly linked up with th'it of Gieat Britain 
it IS the solemn duty of eiery one to render all possible assistance to the British 
Empire at the present ciitical juncture by oignnrsini:!; the man-power of the country 
and by financially contributing to the success of tbo war^* Ihis opinion was 
expressed by the Council of Ruleis of the Eastern States Agency, at their 

second session held at Tripura House Calcutta on the 2nd July 1940 

His Highness the Maharaja of Trtpiira presided Eourteen Eulers and twenty 
five Dewans were present 

The resolution on war which was moved by the Mahaiaja of Tripura Presi- 
dent of the Council, and seconded and supported by the Eulers of Mayurbhanj, 
Kalahandi, Patna, Soraikcla, Korea and the Eegent Eani of Gangpur, while 
viewing with grave concern the fast moving developments in the international 

situation and the threat of totalitarian domination over a large part of the 
world, expressed unalterable faith in the ultimate triumph of the cause of righte- 
ousness and placed on record that as the destiny of India was indissolubly 

linked up with that of Great Biitain, it was the solemn duty of everyone to render 
all possible assistance to the British Empiie at the present critical juncture by 
organising the man-power of the country and by financially contributing to the 
success of the war 

The Council urged His Excellency the Grown Eepresentative to secure for the 
States all necessary facilities in the matter of airangcments for training and the 
supply of arms and ammunition so as to enable them to efFcctivcly carry out tlicir 
obligations nr maintaining the security of then States 

The Council decided to subscribe to the Defence of India three per cent bonds 
to the extent of one lakh of rupees 

A joint committee, consisting of members of the Standing Committee of Eulers 
and the Committee of Ministers, was appointed to de\ise methods for rendering 
effective help m the successful prosecution of the war. 


The Ao 1. Trade Umoii‘ Congress' 

18th Session — Bombay — 28th. September 1940 

*'t > 'I 

The view that the All-India Trade Union Congress should heartily co operate 
with the Congress in ‘the coming struggle’ for freedom was urged by Dr Suresh 
Chandra Baneijecy President of the All-India Trade Union < Congress,, in his presi- 
dential address at the eighteenth session of the Congress held at Bombay on the 
28th September 1940 Delegates from all parts of India were present 

This session, according to labour circles, left an important landmark 
in the histoiy of labour movement in India, for the Nationals Trades Union 
Fcderatioff group with a total membership of 150,047 and 61 nnions merged 
^ itself in the All-India Irade Union Congress which had 195 trade unions nfliliated 
to it and a total membership of 3,74,256, 

" WKhcojJE AoDBtss 

An appeal for unity in^Iabour ranks was the keynote of the address of Mr 
S C Joshr M li c , Chairman of the Eeception Committee The aims of the trade 
union movement, Mr* Joshi said, was the establishment of a Soemhat State in the 
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country, to rvorlr lor BOcinlisation find nntionnlisation ot the means of prodnolion^ 
and distribution and bnnp;ing the people of Ibe connti^ in an indissoluble union 
‘All onr energies’^, he ndded, **inuBt, theiefore, be diiccted to the larious measures 
of political, economic and social emancipation ol the masses and to securing toi 
them hecdom of the pi css, assembly and nssocntion and freedom iiora the 
cnoimoiiB indebtedness and political subjugation”, 'Ihe basic test ^laa to organise 
the workers for advancing and defending then rights and interests ana to 
accomplish then object by collcclnc bargaining and negotiations and by democratic 
mclhoda as might be found expedient from time to time 

Mr Josbi deplored tbc prohibition hy the Go^ernment of unions of their 
employees from joining the Cential Irade Union organisations Mr Joshi also dep- 
lored tho apathy of the Congress towards labour 

President's Address 


The President in tho course of his address said — 

“practically, immediately after the outbreak of the war, the Government 
promulgated the Defence of India Ordinance Ihc object of that Ordinance was 
undoubtedly the prevenUon of auti-war activities It was nevci meant to luterCcrQ 
with tho normal day to day actuitics of the people But the Bengal Government 
got this as a handy weapon wherewith to stifle practically all kinds of labour, 
peasant and Congress activities in the province In accordance with the Defence 
of India Act and the Rules framed theieunder notices of exteriments began to bo 
served on Trade Union workers Of those thus seived with externment noUces, a 
few disobeyed them and courted arrest The majority had to leave their fields of 
activity Piotests against indiseiiminate arrests and exteiumcnts were of course 
lepeatedly made both on public platforms and in Assembly meetings hloro than 
forty workers of the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation were not only externed 
but also deprived of their services for no other offence than that of demanding 
a 25 per cent dearness allowance and removal of their other legitimate grievances 
They had nothing to do with war or politics — still they became victims of the Act 
The Bengal Labour Minister, Mr Suhratvardy, often advises us to take the path 
of constitutional Irade Unionism If the employeis lefuse even to talk with ns 
on labour problems, then two courses remain—one, of constant class struggle and 
recourse to strikes, and the othei, the forcing of employ eis to such talks and other 
proccBses of conciliation by legislation 

Setteemjsnt or Disottes 


The Trade Disputes Act of 1929 no doubt contemplates a Boaid of Conciliation 
to be appointed by the Government, but the appointment of such a Boaid is only 
obligatory for the Government if both parties (employers and employed) apply for 
reference of the dispute to such a Board and the Government is satisfied that the 
persons applying represent the majority of such party 9 he Bengal Government is 
taking full advantage of these loopholes 

“But, according to the Bombay Trade Disputes Act 1937, there are to bo some 
standing orders regarding dismissal of any employee, introduction of lationalisation, 
wages, hours of work,^ etc If no agreement is possible then the party wanting 
change should forward ''to the Ooncihatoi a full statement of the case within 
twenty One days from the date of service of such notice The distinctive feature of 
the Act IB the introduction of compulsion in the matter of reference of disputes 
to conciliation for both employers and employees The labourers, conscious of the 
justness of their cause, almost always want to have their disputes settled by 
conciliation 

The War and Indian Labour 


I have narrated in fair detail how the war has affected the condition of 
the woikers in India 9he most vital point to considei is what we should do 
about the war Englnnd from the very beginning of the war has been declaring 
that she has been fighting for democracy. We in India bitterly know how false 
^^1 us there is not much diffeicncc between JSIaziem and 
consider them to be the two sides of Ihd' same shield But 
the repeated requests of the Indian I7ationnl Gongres&toEnglandloestablish- 
democracy in India in the fust instance ns a proof of her sincentyf have all gone 

What will the Iiadc Union Congress do in this fight ^ Will it stand aloof 
has done on many past occasions oi will it take a very active pari takZ up the 
cause as its own 'ihe aim of ihe Trade Unioh Cong^l^s is the cstablScnt V a 
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Socialistic State in India But how is the establishment of such a State possible 
without attainment of independence ? Again, how are the labouiers in India, alone 
tew in nimber, scattered all over the country and ill organised to attain independ- 
ence without the help of the teeming millions of other classes of their fellow- 
conn trymen ? It IS an open fact that the heart of the ma]onty of the teemin*’* 
millions IS with the Congress So, if the working class population of India is to 
secure the heart of these teeming millions, there is no other way but whole- 
heartedly to co-operate with the Congress in this its coming fight. 

Other Problems 

“In India the workers employed in a majority of the small unregulated fac- 
tories are outside the scope of the Workmen’s Compensation Act The piovisions 
relating to the amounts of compensation should be amended to increase 
the rate ” 

The President next referred to the questions such as ‘dearness allowance’, 
Provident Fund, maternity benefit, health and unemployment insurance and said 

“The Trade Union Congress is now a vast organisation, with its branches 
distributed all over India My last all-India tour as President has taught me 
how its influence is rapidly incieasing even in far off corners of India If the 
ultimate object of the Trade Union Congress is to be realised, its different branches 
must feel and act as members of one body I know that feeling is giadually 
growing But the world situation and historical necessity demand 9iat it must 
develop much more quickly ” 


Proceedings & Resolutions 
Protest Agaihsx Leaders’ Arrest 

After the Presidential Address Mr Munal Kanti Bose moved a lesolution 
protesting against the policy pursued by the Government in arresting persons 
connected with Trade Union movement, particulaily under the Defence of India 
Regulation and calling upon the workers to oppose such measures Mr. Baiikanta 
Sarkar of Calcutta and Mr Bhagat of Amalner urged the workers to defend 
their civil liberties Mrs Manxhen Kara appealed to the workers to rally under the 
Trade Union Congress for the piotection and preservation of their rights Mr. 
Kashi Piasad of Cawnpore supported the resolution which was passed 

Repeal of Wages Act ordinance 

Mr R A Khedgxl ar moved the resolution demanding the repeal of the 
Ordinance amending the Piymeut of Wages Act Mr Zaman^ ml a Bengal, 
supported the motion The Speakers declared that the Ordinance militated against 
the spirit of the Payment of Wages Act and that undue influence was likely to 
creep in the collection of war funds The resolution was passed 

The next resolution which was also passed by the Congress related to the 
Ordinance regaiding conscription of labour 

Dearness Allowance 

Mr R S Emker moved the resolution on ‘dearness allowance ’ He criticised 
the attitude of employers as well as the Government towarda this legitimate de- 
mand of labour The resolution was passed unanimously 

Labour Legislation 

Before adjourning for the day, the Trade Union Congress passed three more 
resolutions touching on labour legislation, amendments to the Workmen’s Compen- 
sation Act and on the settlement of trade disputes in Bihar> 

The resolution on labour legislation under the Government to undertake a 
programme of legislation for a scheme of social insurance, reduction of hours of 
woi^ to forty-eight hours per week and a minimum Ining wage 

Resolntioiis~2nd^l)ay— Bombay— 29th September 1940 

Non-Participation in War 

The Congress concluded this evening after passing a resolution on the attitude 
of the Trade Union Congress with regard to the, war Mr V V Girt, ex-Labour 
Ministei^ in Madias, moved the war resolution ^^ly^iich, inter alia^ declaied that 
“participation in a war which ,will Jiot result ^p'jhe establishment of fieedom 
and democracy in India, will not benefit Iudi% and much less the working classes 
of India” 
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CommenSing the \ 7 '\r resolution to the Congress, Mr Girt snid that the olyec- 
live of tbe Trade *0x11011 Congress was the eBtablisliment of a Socialist State wnicU 
could not be achieved without political and economic emancipation The issue 
was a very vital political question on which, under tbe constitution of the Trade 
"Onion CongrcBB, n decision could be taken only if three-fourths of the delegates 
voted for it Mr Qirt repudiated the contention Of British statesmen that the war 
was being waged for frecaom and democracy 

Mr Mnnal Kanti Ghosc seconded the resolution He asserted that the war 
was for neither freedom nor democracy and urged that the working class m India 
should work for their own destiny t * ^ 

Mr Aftab Ah (Seamen's Union, Bengal^ moved an amendment which 
stated inter aha that in Mew of the fact that tbe ^rade Union Congress consisted 
of representatnea of vaiions shades of political opinion, and the attitude to war 
waB a vital question, the dilTeung groups within the oignniEation should be allowed 
to advocate their own Bpecial view-point Mr Aftab Ah said that such freedom 
Bhonld be given in order to maintain the sohdaiily of the Trade Union Congress 
He revealed that, m the coiUBe of discuBSions on the war rcBolnlion in the General 
Council, a note was circulated to the members which was in effect his amendment 
The (jouncil had approved of the note and he wondered why it had not been 
incorporated m the icsolution He pointed out that his amendment was nothing but 
what had already been decided upon by the Execute e of the Trade Union Congress 
Plua roR Labour Sobidarit'S 


Mr N Joshty MBA (Central), General Secretary of the T U G , in 
opposing the amendment, referred to the difficulties in the path of the T U (3 
The resolution, he said, was a compromise The General Council was dominated 
by one idea only, namely, the solidarity of the Congress The T U 0 was com- 
posed of diffeiing elements, Congiess foocialists, Rightist Congressmen, Communists, 
Liberals, Forward Bloc membeis and those who were opposed to the Hntionni 
Congress It was therefore very difficult to arrive at a compromise on such an 
important political question as the war 

Appealing to all the Trade Unions in the country to Btand loyally by the 
resolution, Mr Joshi assured Mr Aftab Ah that the spmt of his amendment 
would be observed He however appealed to him to withdraw bis amendment 
Mr Aftab Ah withdrew bis amendment 

Mr F R Karml addi eased the Congress on behalf of the Rojist group and 
urged that India should unconditionally paiticipale in the war against Fascism 

Mr Yxisnf Mehcrally urged the workers to slrengtheu the Tiadc Ilmnn 
movement He supported the resolution 

Mr 12 S' RuxUr on behalf of the Forward Bloc wished that the T U C had 
adopted ”a firmer course ” 

The resolution was then put to vote and declaicd earned nem con 
The Congress ratified to day the resolvition passed by the FJationnl Trnrlnq^ 
Union Fedaiation yesteiday legarding the merger of the Fedeiation jn the T TI r 
Winding up the session, Dr Saresh Chandra Banerjcc. the President nnuonU 
cd to <bG delegates to orgamse Trade Unions thionghout the conntij and BtreSen 
the Trade Union movements 


The Associated Chambers of Commerce 

Annual Session— Calcutta— 16th December 1940 

H, E the Viceroy's Address 

A comprehensive survey of the Indian political field and of Tndm’ti i . 
to the Empire’s war effort in terniB of labour and supidy Va" 

Excellency ihe Viceroy when he addressed tbe nnnml nicetniK of So Ap^L,^‘ 

ESencreaid''”^^^^^ Calcutta on the tm tuTt 

‘s.ri;o„5 TcUirtL » 

Chambers of Commerce, and I^dcoply appreciate vonr ^ Associate 

me to be present I well hnoW>a>c^m^Kcc ofZ body To, ,^ 0 ^'^. 
leprcsent— an importance greater ■Ihnn mar wPmi ♦,.« i winch yoi 

making bo magnificent a contributidn to the pros£utio?o£ the war® ' 
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“I would like, Sir, before going furfber, to tlinnk yow for your reference to 
the providential cscipe of Iheir MniePties from barm We know the unsparinf-- 
and self-sacnficing uork of the King and Queen, mid the deep afleclion and rca'l 
gratitude that they have earned for their inspiring leadership 'Jhat they should 
ha^e escaped these deliberate and repeated attacks by the German Air Force is a 
Bourcc of the deepest relief to ub all 

‘I would like, too, to associate luyself, if I may, with the tribute you have 
just paid to His Excellency Sir John Herbert, whom we aie so glad to see here 
to day and to Ihe Lady Mary HeiberL I know how much the great war eftort 
of Bengal owes to their unfailing and actne help und interest, and how much 
the Governor’s extensive touring in his first year of office has been appreciated 

'•Gentlemen, your Chaiiman in his speech this morning concentrated on 
matters afiecting the war, and in my reply I propose to do the same At a 
time when everything v^e do must be tested in its lelation to the war and to its 
effective prosecution, we can well be proud of the help that India has given 
since the war began, whetiier in men (and I would pay a warm tribute to the 
response of the European commiinit}) , in mateinls , in money , or m gifts such 
as the magnificent gifts for the purchase of aircraft which have come from so 
many Provinces and States 

"I^Iuch as we have done there remains still more that we can do, and the 
obligation upon eveiyone of us is to see in what way we can still further contribute 
to the successful termination of the war and the attainment of the ideals for which 
it IB being fought The great organizations which you, Gentlemen, represent here 
to-day have spared no pains in their power over the last fifteen months to 
^"organize war effort I most deeply appreciate their help I ask you, so far 
as it lb in your power to do so, to increase it I know that in making that 
appeal I shall get from you, and from those you repiesent, the answer that 
I want 

Wakton Aggressions 

“You, Sir, in the speech you have just made have reminded us of the great 
events that have taken iilaco since we met here a year ago The last twelve 
months have been a period of profound and significant changes ISione of us a 
year ago would have anticipated the collapse of France Some of us may have 
anticipated the unpiovoked German attack on the Scandinavian Coiintnes, on the 
Low Countxies, and the equally unprovoked and wanton attack made by Italy, 
with such little success we are glad to think to day, on her friendly neighbour 
Greece But there has been a cjnical opportunism about the policy of the Axis 
Powers m these wanton aggressions, in these renewed and aggravated breaches of 
international law, and of the sanctity of treaties, for which few of us would 
have been prepared Equally, while a year ago we had much reason to 
anticipate the violence of the German attack on the United Kingdom, 
the intensification of submarine warfare and of the air offensive, we can 
to-day he proud and happy that that attack pressed home in disregard of 
every accepted convention of international law, backed by all the military might 
of a country that for years had been prepanng m secret to take advantage of the 
tiust of others in treaties and agieements, should have produced so little effect 
Great material damage has been done, though little of it, very htte indeed of any 
real militaiy significance or importance Immense baidship and suffering haS been 
caused. Before us as I speak theie lies the probability, indeed the certainty, of 
many months more of warfare of the sternest character before the looked-for 
decision can be reached At home our people are bearing to-day not merely the 
brunt of the German attack, but the stiam of the inclement season of the year 
For all that, they are as everyone of us knows, carrying then burdeii with a 
serenity, a confidence, a will to resist and to conquer, a readiness to respond to 
any call that may be made, that has never' been surpassed in the whole history of 
our race The toughness of spiiit, the unity of purpose, of the Mother Country 
has commanded umv-etBal admiration, and the inspiring and courageous telegram 
that you, Sii, have just read to us from the Federation of Chambers of Commeice 
of the British Empire, and the contents of which we all so deeply appreciate, is 
eloquent te^imony of the lesolution with which she looks to the future. 

" India’s Eeadiness to 

“How can we best help those who aie cariying^so heavy a weight, and who 
cany it to bo large an extends on behalf of India i TLat is my constant thoughti 
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E\er since the war began, I have Ios6 no opportunity of making plain to tho 
Secretary of State and to His Mijesty’s Government the anxiety of India to make 
the fullest contribution that she can, in whatever way His Slajesty’a Government 
consider most helpful to themselves Our wish to do so they well know^ and i can 
assure you deeply appreciate Ihcy aie well aware of our readiness to raise 
as many men as His Majesty's Government desire and as we can equip— and I 
am glad to be able to tell >ou to day that in those brilliantly conceived and 
executed operations which are taking place in Horbli Africa, Indian troops have 
shown themselves worthy of therr highest, traditions, and have borne themselves 
with the utmost distinction His Majesty’s Government ate aware of tho immensity 
of our natural lesources, the cstcilfc of tho assistance that we can give both iirtmc* 
diateh and m the future by the provision of raw materials and in manuficfcured 
materials They know, too, how ready we aie in this country to relieve them if 
they BO desire, of Borne of the burden of tho manufacture of wailike goods and 
stores, of aeroplanes and of organized supply to the whole of the Eastern area m 
such a way as to secure the results most coiiducue to victory But clearly it must 
be for His Majesty’s Government, who alone can see the ivholo picture la its true 
peispective, to set the pace, to decide for themselves how we can best help them, 
to let us know at any time whether they want particular stores, whether we can 
assist them by establishing factories and the like m this country, whether and if 
so they can help ns to set them up by the piovision of the technicians the machine 
tools, in certain cases the materials and machinery requisite for their operation 
If there are ways in which gicatei use can be made by His Mijesfcy’s Government 
of the immense manufacturing potentialities of India, of her great resources in men, 
and in material, India is ready and anxious to help, and His Mijesty’s Govcruinentf 
well know it, 

Mr Beyin’s Schevie 


‘How best to assist industry in India engaged on war production has been 
under constant scrutiny The National foervice Ordinance recently enacted aims 
at securing that the slailed labour at present available m this countiy shall be 
put to the most efficient use, and the technical trainiug scheme that we have devised 
(and which is estimated to cost very ncaily a crore of rupees) is designed to increaso 
in a 3 car oiu supply of such labour by no fewer than 15,000 men Those measures 
are designed not only to assist the wai effort They have in view also the a\oidanco 
sofai as possible of dislocation m those industries which in the mam subserve cuihan 
needs Speaking to you, Gentlemen, with your gicat experience of industiial 
undertakings, I need not emphasize the difficulty of the problem of finding suitable 
instructors for so large a numbei I hope that by far the greater pioporfcion of 
the instructors we uecd will be found in India But this countiy cannot meet tho 
whole demand, and I appealed therefore to His Majesty's Government to help us 
by lending us a small number of men trained in the latest methods now in use 
in the United Kingdom, who could work with and assist instructors locally 
Tccriutcd Though their own need is so very great, they readily agreed to comply 
with our request They have indeed gone further Thanks to the imagination and 
the generous help of Afr. Bevtn, tho present Minister of Labour, His Majesty’s 
Government ha\c given facilities for the training of a number of Indian artisans in 
factories in the United Kingdom I ha\c every hope that that experiment will 
p^o^c n great success I need not add how great will be tho importance of -the 
added experience which those men will bung back from their training in the 
United Kingdom both m the furtherance of our own technical training schemes to 
which tho Schtn scheme is complement ity, and to industry generally 

“In your remarks^ Sir, you touched on the contraction of the’ export markets 
due to tho war The policy of economic warfaic followed by the Government of 
India in the closest association with His Majesty’s (Government and the Doimnions 
Go\ernracnts cutiils unquestionably hardahaps, and real hardships, on the commer- 
cial communitytuid the only justihcation for it can be, ns I know that vou will 
nil agree ivith me, that that policy is calculated, and iq designed, to expedite the 
termination of the Mar But while pursuing that policy in collabbrntion and in 
the closest Inison with His Mmestj’s Government, Sy GoTcrnmeS are conSrn d 
to mitiRnte ns far as possible the injunoua effects which it incntably inTOhes^ 
^1 If tho EOTort Advisory Council has been establislicd I am* 

glad to hear that you should 'lend your approval to the constitution of that Ldv 


-difficult problems that in present circumstances must constantly arise 
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“My Go\ernmcnt have had under the closest investigation the possibihtv nf 
nlternatiie markets for products the export of which has been cm taiM and for 
increasing India’s exports to countues ivith which normal trade relations continue 
A irade Ooramissioner has been appointed for Austialia and New Zealand and 
that appointment will, I am siiie, assist the glow mg trade between India and 
those two Dominions both now and in the post-war period Consideration is beinc 
given to appointing Trade Commissioners elsewhere and to deputing Trade Missions 
to some of the countues m which theie is a prospect of incieased trade cither in 
raw products or in finished goods The impetus given by the necessities of the 
war has, I am glad to say, resulted also in the establishment of certain new 

industiies, and I tiust that we may look as time goes on for still further 

development in tint direction The researches of the Board of Scientific 

and Industrial Eeseaich, with Avhich leading scientists and indiistrnlists 
are associated have, I undcistand, already borne good fruit and the 

pioblem of utilizing their result so as to enable industries to be started is 
under active examination I do not propose to go into the details of this industrial 
de\elopment But I might touch on one industry which, being a ke> industry, 
IS expected to be in full pioduction \ery soon I refer to the aluminium industry’ 
The raw material is available in large quantity in this country The facilities that 
are now being affoided by my Government aie calculated to result in early produc- 
tion of a commodity which is most necessary and impoifeanfc foi purposes of the 
war, and which will be of equal value after the return of peace And the aluminium 
industry is only one of many of which I trust that it will be possible to say the 
same. 

^ Supply Depaktment 

‘T listened, Sii, with the closest attention to the lefercnces you have made 
to the work of the Depaitment of Supply , and I realize, and appieciate the spiiit in 
which they are oScied Dissatisfaction AVith the peifoimauce of the Department is 
to a vei 7 great extent based, I think, I am right in saying, on the feeling that it 
has failed to plan forward and to put industry into continuous production I ivould 
suggest, howe^ei, that that dissatisfaction arises to some extent from the fact that 
the functions and powers of a Supply organization, in India, as in any other coiin- 
tiy, are limited in certain obvious ways No Supply organization decides or can 
decide for itself what articles are required for the Defence Forces Its function is 
t-o meet the demands placed upon it That, I am glad to say, we can claim that the 
Supply Department has at no stage or time failed to do But many of the demands 
placed upon it come from abroad, many of them a stieam of small oiders, some 
of them demands very substantial indeed and as you I know, appreciate, it is 
not open to the Government of India to dictate terms to overseas authorities who 
desire to procure supplies (which Ave are only too glad to let them have to the 
maximum of our capacity) from this counhy All that we can do is to urge as 
vigorously as we can on those authorities the need for a forward programme of 
production, and I am very glad indeed to let you know to-day that within the last 
few weeks our representations have borne friut, and that the Department of Supply 
Will now be able to go ahead on a fiim and substantial forward programme for 
General Stores while on the Munitions side m the same way— munitions, inciden- 
tally, required in great part not for ourselves but for overseas — the indications are 
that Ve shall shortly be making a lery heavy demand indeed on industry. 

“Could we have reached that position at an earlier stage in the war, nobody 
would have been more happy than I myself But that is an issue closely linked up 
with the relations between the overseas authorities who require our goods and 
ourselves Large orders on the chance of their being taken up later, but for which 
no authority was prepard at the moment to pay would not, I am certain, have 
been welcome to any business man, and it goes without saying that progress on 
a massive scale can be made only when there is a purchaser who is prepared to 
pay, and to pay for forward production 

' Concrete Help 

“For all that and despite the admitted limitations upon many of the aetinfcies 
of the Department of Supply its record since I addressed you a year ago stands 
scrutiny As you Sir have 'just reminded ns the business done by the two purchas- 
ing organizations under the Dep^artment amounted in the first 3 ear of the war to 
no less a figure than 56J crores/ By the end of 1940 Ave shall have 
war purpose 2SO,O0O tons of Indian timber, at a cost of just over Es. 273 lakhs, 
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cotton canvas and cotton ]iite union c^^nv'is v'llued at Ks 270 lakhs t 12 million 
garments costing something like Rs 700 lakhs, and tents costing over Es 500 
lakhs The hbour force employed on the making of Army clothing (to take one 
Item alone) Ins iisen from 750 before the war to about 18,000 to day Those are a 
few tyjncal figures on the General Stores side On the Munitions production side, 
we ha\c supplied to His Majesty’s Government 120 million lounds of small arms 
ammunition, nearly 400,000 filled shells of various calibies, laige quantities of 
explosives, and verj^ large quantities of cngineeing stoics Wc are also procuring 
naval craft at an estimated tost of Bs 74 lakhs 

‘ I hai 0 tried to deal Gentlemen, (and I know the impoitance that you 
attach to this matter and that is niy apology for devoting so much time to it) 
uiih the basic ciiUcism that there has been a failure to plan and to make full use 
of indubtiy But there arc, as I know from conversations with many of you many 
complunls too about the working of the Supply organization in matteis of detail 
Miny of those complaints are justified and the Goiernment of India will do then 
best to remove then causes We wiU welcome, too at any time any suggestions 
foi impiovcraent and any specific complaints and you may be certain that I 
shall see m>BcU that any such suggestions and any such complaints are most 
fully and sjjcedily investigated 

“Wai Supply administration, whethei in India oi in the United Kingdom, is 
not easy administration Those lespoiisible foi it like those responsible foi wai 
indiistml effort, have to deal with conditions which change very rapidly and with 
piohlemb which present theraselvcb without wirning and which demand immediate 
solution I make no attempt to justify any failure theie may have been to keep 
pace with the requirements of the situation But I know how disturbing in many^ 
ways war inevitibly piovcs to corameice and industry, and I can assure you that 
difficulties aie not confined to your side of that par tnei ship on which all War 
Supply depends I hope and believe that as both the Depaitraent and Industry 
settle down to the jirogiamme of foi ward production which we have thioughont been 
60 anxious to secure, the complaints I mention, the importance of which I fully 
accept, will disappear and you may take it from me that no effbit is being spared, 
as I speak to d\y to remove their causes 

Boana Mission 

“Before I leave this vital question of War Supply, I should like with 
youi permission to touch on one or two matters in the field of highei 
policy Since I list addicssed you, there have been two events of great importance, 
foi both of which, I am glad to say, India can claim to have been very largely 
responsible The fiist was the arrival in India of the Ministry of Supply Mission 
undci Sir Atexandu Roger ^ which will, 1 am confident, enable us to make much 
more rapid progress in the supply of munitions The idea that such a mission 
should be sent to India originated m India many months ago, and, although I 
should have been only too happy had it come to fruition earlier than it did, and 
in the spiing of this year, 1 am most grateful to the Munstiy of Supply for their 
acceptance of it at a moment of critical impoitance 

‘^ihe arrival of the Mission preceded by a few weeks the opening of the 
Eastern Gioup Conference 'Ihis Conference, as you know, was called to consider 
the wai supply pioblcms of the Empire countries east of Suez The suggestion 
that it should be held was sent from India, again many months ago, and 1 feel 
that it was not held too soon Some of you gentlemen here to day took part m 
the Conference as Advisers, and I should like to pay a public tribute to day to 
the great service done by the Advisers both in placing tbeir experience at its 
disposal, and in collecting and arranging the available f*\cts for final consideration 
by it For reasons that you will appreciate I cannot to day enter into the 
conclusions and the recommendations of the Conference But it was generally 
agreed by the visiting Delegations, the Ministry of Supply Mission, and the Indian 
Delegation, that the Conference accomplished what it set out to do, and laid 
the foundations of a sound co ordinntcd War Supply policy^ Ihe Government of 
India had no hesitation in accepting its recommendations, and hope that His 
Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and the other participating Govern- 
ments will find It possible" to do the same , and that we shall be able to settle 
down without delay to give effect to its proposals x 

“So much for India’s contribution to the war m terms of labour and supply 
I would acid only that, while my Government is fully alive to the necessity of 
maintaining and developing industry m this country as part of the war effort, as 
4C ’ 



362 THE ASSOCIATED CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE [ cALCurr^- 

a coiollaiy, it is most desiiabie that the off-take o£ man-powei foi the fi^htam 
sei vices should not dcpiive ludustry of perbonnel vital to its existence While wo 
aie pressins; forward with our schemes of expansion of the Armed Foices of the 
Oiown, and development of supply, the requirements of Indian indubtry in mau- 
powei are nevei absent from the mind of my Government 

The Political Fielo 

“Let me turn now to the political field As I speak to you to-day we are 
faced in this country, to my deep regret, with a movement, supported by the 
Congress Paity, which is open to grave misunderstanding outside Leaders of the 
CougiCBs Party have publicly staited that they do not desire to cmbariass His 
Majesty’s Government in the conduct of the war. But they have claimed at the 
same time, in the inteiest of the creed of mon-violence, the right to urge the 
country not to help Bii tain’s war effort with men or with money You will have 
seen Gentlemen, the coirespondencc that passed between Mr Gandht and myself 
last September in that connection I made it clear that we in this country had 
no desiie to Buppicss legitimate criticism within legitimate limits and I referred 
to the limits set by His Majesty’s Government in the case of conscicntioUB 
objectors at home Bioadly, the effect is that while a conscientious objector is 
absolved fiom the duty of fighting and is allowed even to profess his faith m 
public he 18 not permitted to cany his opposition to the length of trying to 
peibuade others, whether soldiers or munition workers, to abandon their allegiance 
"or to discontinue their effort But Mr Gandhi was unable to accept this as 
aldcquatc m the conditions of India, and when I asked him if he desiied to be in 
imposition to dissuade labour fiom woikiug on wai equipment he told me, ns you 
*rWill reniembei, that while he would not preach to woikers at the actual works, 
111 the endeavour there to diesuade them from working on war equipment he 
, thought it essential that Congiessmen and non-Congressmen should be fice to 
deliver addresses and otherwise to call on people throughout the country to refrain 
from assisting India’s war effort in any way that would involve India’s paiticipation 
in bloodshed 

“That 18 cleaily not a position that we can acquiesce m I have every respect 
for genuine conscientious objection and none of us in the world to day can wish 
to see violence supreme, or wantonly lesoit to aims But to arms taken up armed 
defence is the only answer deep and sincere as is the hatied of all of us for war 
And we have a duty to this country to see that India’s viar effort, which, I ntn 
ceitain, has India behind it, is not in any way impeded, that not a single sepoy 
13 deprived of the aims and ammunition that he needs, wbethei by speeches or 
by moie active foims of opposition I regiot all the more that we should bare 
to deal with a movement of this charactei at this moment, since I do not believe 
that it coi’rcsponds in the veiy least degree to the tine feelings of this country 
India, I am convinced, remains as united m its detestation of Hitlerism and of 
all that it stands for as it has been from the veiy beginning of the war, j\ 
detestation to which the utterances of political leaders of eveiy party have borne 
eloquent witness 


Constitutional Position 

“Let me say a woid now about the constitutional position ^Yhen I spoke 
to you a ^ear ago I was fiesh from my discussions with the piincipal political 
leadeis To my great satisfaction I had been able to bring BIr Jinnah and Bln 
Gandhi together foi the Sist time for many years I knew, too, the minds of the 
leadeis of political India on the constitutional position But I had to admit 
that the efforts which His Majesty’s Government and I on then behalf had made 
were So far abortive , and that tho pioblcm which confronj^ed us and confionted 
India lemained unsolved . 

“I was for all that full of 'hope 1 knew the anxiety of His Blajesty’s 
Government to help to solve that problem I trusted that the stiess of war, the 
growing appieciatioa of the attitudie of His Majesty’s Governmcnt4 and of their 
Biucenty, would - produce its effect Again I have to confess to failure and 
to disappointment I will not weary yon with the histoiy of the last twelve 
months in the constitutional ^eld' Yon know it only too welu It has been a 
history of continual initiative on^ouf side Everything possible has been done to 
rcinov e misundcrstandingft, to set out "in detail the proposals of His Majesty s 
Goicinment. to bring linm^e to Indian political leaders, and paities, and communities, 
that ins Majesty’s Goyernment vyeie bnly too anxious foi their collaborauoii in the 
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Central Goveinmcnt in the prosecution of the war, only too nn'^ioiis to tiansfor 
f4l po^ser anS I -avill say nothing of the niimeioiis die- 

cussions I had throngliout the year, time after time, with one pi omiiicnt leader 
after anotbei But I 'iviU claim that the final proposals of II is Majc'^ty a Govcin- 
ment embodi^ ni iL statement I made on their behalf on 8th August, remesen ted 
a ccnuinc, a Binceie and a most gcneious ofici, and it seems to ^ 

that at a time such as this no^dvantage should ha\c been taken of it by those foi 

^^^"“SnggcaUoim^h^^ been made that we may ha\c not made our intentions clcai 
For that suggestion, Gentlemen, I can ^cc no suflicicnt basis Oui intentions 
our pioposalB^^aie cijBtal clear form of woida could hmc made them clprci 
Ihey ha\e been set out in my statement of 8th August: Ihey have been debated 
in Parliament The Secictary of State, on varioim occasions, in Bpcoches pf the 
utmost lucidity, has analysed and described them I cannot believe that they 
have not been accepted because those to whom they were made did not undcistand 
their meaning > 

Terms or OrrER 

“Let me, at the risk of weighing unduly on you, again lemind you of then 
terras They icaffiimcd fust as the proclaimed and accepted goal of the Imperial 
Ciown and of the Butish Failiament the attainment by India of free and equal 
paitneislup in the Biitish Common wealth 

‘"To lemovo all doubts as to the intentions of Hla Majesty’s Government -as 
to the method and time of piogiess towaids that goal, they declaicd the sympathy 
of His Majesty’s Government with the desire that the lesponslhlhly for fiamuag 
the future constitutional scheme of Indian self-government should, subject to tub 
due fulfilment of the obligations which Great Biitain’s long connection with India 
baa imposed on her, be primarily that of Indians IhcmBchcs , and should oilgmato 
from Indian conceptions of the social, economic and political structure of 
Indian life 

‘^They repeated (and I can assure you from the conversations I have had with 
political leadeis that this is a point of gieat impoitance) concern of IJis j^lajesty’s 
Goveinmcnt that full weight should be given to the views of theminonUes in flam- 
ing that scheme 

'"They made it clear, too, that His Majesty’s Government could not contem- 
plate the transfer of their present responsibilities fox the peace and welfare of 
India to any system of government whose authority was diieclly denied by large 
and powerful elements in India’s national life (You, Gentlemen, need no emphasis 
from me as to the importance and the necessity of tint guarantee It would be 
foolish to imagine for a moment that any solution of the problems of India can be 
found by ignoring or burking the problem of the minorilies They are one of the 
most important things in this country to day) 

“To devise the framework of the new constitution immediately after the war, 
His Majesty’s Government were ready to see a body set up, represen tatne of all the 
pimcipal elements in India’s national life (We cannot cleaily m the midst of a 
stiugglo for existence get down to the niceties of constitutional discussion , nor can 
we, with the pressing claims of the wai on our attention, hope to do justice to the 
inliicatc and corajilicated jwoblems that the fiaming of a constitution invohes) 

'Tending fhe conclusion of the wai, His Majesty’s Goveinment repeated that 
they were only too ansioua to welcome and promote every sincere and practical step 
taken by Indians themselves to prepare the way for agreement about the foim and 
pxoccduie of this post-war body , and about the principles and the outlines of the 
constitution 

*^And, in the meantime, they proposed to expand at once the Government of 
of India by the inclusion in it of Indian polili 9 al leaders , and to set up a Wat 
Adiifi^y Council which should contain representatives of the Indian States as well 
as of British India 

“Those were the proposals of His Majesty’s Government Those proposals, I 
vcnuuc to repeat, were ns generous in chaiactei as they were** sincere in conception 
It has been a profound disappointment to one Unt they should have had no better 
reception As, Gentlemen, you are gll aware- tJiere was no suflicicnt deciee of 
pneral support from tJic i^ajor political p^rUcs in fhe ebtmtiy fox those proiwals 
to justify His Majesty B Q^icrnmont in going ahead with them at this stage ^ One 
impQitaut political paitv pulecd rejected them ofit of Inml, and with no indication 
of close consideraljon Familn^ na you arc, with tiiO intricate problems of India 
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with the difficulties we nil of us hive to face, you will, I am certain, share ray 
View that if there is to be any prospect of harmonious wording m this country 
there must be a sufficient degree of general agreement behind any constitulionai 
cMnges that may be made, and a sufficient degree of general support for tho'^e 
changes Ihe reasons for which the great political parties rejected at this stage the 
proposals I have just mentioned were, as I told the Central Legislature recently 
conflicting, and indeed in some ways mutually destructive* But the fact remains* ’ 
and it 18 that we cannot at this stage find that degree oE agreement in this country* 
that degree of support for the scheme of constitutional advance, which voiild justify 
His Majesty’s Government in proceeding immediately on the lines I have lust 
indicated 

OrFER Stile 

“Let me, however, again make it clear first, that His Llajesty’s Government 
and I remain as anxious as ever to see a solution Throughout the whole of this 
constitutional discussion the initiative has come from His Majesty’s Government 
and from myself At no stage have any constructive proposals capable of realiza- 
tion in the conditions of India and in the conditions of the modern world been 
put forward to ns We have had to do our best, and we have done our best to find 
the largest possible measure of common agreement, and to endeavour to persuade 
Uie parties concerned to accept that largest measure of common agreement even if 
it meant some abatement of their own particular claims as against other parties 
ip-the interests of India We have not been successful But His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment^ and I are satisfied that the proposals put fonvard by me on their* behalf on 
the^Sth August last remain the best solution of the problems of this country that 
caif be found at this time W^e are satisfied that given those internal factors of 
which no wise statesmen can fail to take full account, they represent the most 
.extensive measure that can be contemplated, and in those circumstance^Tfis Majesty’s 
Qo\ernment keep those proposals open They hope that as time passes, as there is 
more opportunity for reflection on the real power and the real authority that their 
acceptance would transfer to Indian hands, there will be a greater leadiness on the 
part of the principal political parties in this country to take advantage of them 

“Circumstances here, the background, the factors in the situation, are not the 
same as they are m the United Kingdom It would be foolish to refuse to recog- 
nize that fact, to refuse to recognize that some adjustments of a particular character 
may be called for in dealing with the constitutional pioblems of India, in order to 
reconcile the conflict of view, the difference of culture of tradition and of tempera- 
ment, of the great communities and the great political parties And I would add 
this It IS but natural in times such as these when in the different circumstances 
of English Democracy, the affairs of the State are being guided at tins critical 
moment by a national government that the idea of a national government for 
India should have received the prominence nhuli it has in this country With 
that idea we all of us sympathize But, Gentlemen, and I speak with a full know- 
ledge of the background and of the difficulties I nm satisfied that the proposals 
of 8 th August the opportunity they gave for the participation in the Central 
Government of India and in the conduct of the war of the representatives of the 
leading political parties represent more closely than any other scheme that can at 
this time be devised a national government for India — a government, associated 
through the War Advisory Council with the Indian States, that will contain itself 
the representatives of those great parties and communities that will exercise full 
and real influence on the conduct of the war, leaMng to the post-war discussions 
winch I ha^e already mentioned the final settlement of those intricate questions, 
whether between the communities beie or between British Indian States, or between 
India and His Majesty’s Government which have got to be solved before the prob- 
lem of India’s future can be finally settled 

Initiative From Bpitaik 

“Gentlemen, speaking to you to day I ask for your continued support, and for 
that help that you, with your innumerable Contacts in this country, are in so 
good a position to lend, to assist India in the solution of these problems I repeat 
that the initiative has throughout come from His Slajcsty’s Go\ernment and from 
myself on thra belialf The fact that we have so far failed to reconcile those con- 
flicting aimB and objectives of tlie principal parlies and interests in this country 
which have got to be reconciled before progress is possible does not deter us Our 
objective remains to lead India to the proclaimed goal of Dominion Status, and 
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that ns early as may he There is nothing more that rre can do than we have 
done We are entitled to claim, we do claim, and I claim to day, that it is for 
the Indian parties themselves, for those communities interests and political leaders 
concerned to get together and to see nhat they can do by way of reaching an 
accommodation with one another against the background which I have just 
mentioned It has not been the fault of His Majesty^s Government that maters 
are not further forward to day Qhey have done everything in their power For 
the suggestions that are being made fiom various quarters that Indian political 
leaders and Indian political parties should at this point come together and seek to 
reach agreement among theraBelies, His Majesty’s Goveniment have nothing but 
the fullest goodwill and the fullest sympathy 

Gentlemen, I will not keep you longer These arc indeed stirring and anxious 
times Your Chairman referred in most friendly and flattering terms to the exten- 
sion of my Vicerojalty A further period in this great office, the burdens of which 
I can tell you from experience over a period so eventful as that for which I have 
held it, are crushing in their weight, is no light thing for any man to contemplate 
But if in that further period by which His Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
extend my teim, I can continue to assist in however small a degree m the effec- 
tive and active prosecution of the war, in India’s contribution to war effort, if I 
can give India a direction, which will enable her more fully to express the anxiety 
of her peoples and herself to give that help which it is so abundantly clear that 
they are passionately anxious to give to the achievement of our ideals, then indeed 
I shall be a happy and a fortunate man 

‘ Gentlemen, I thank you again for your friendly welcome to day, for Ihos^f 
words of encouragement which jour Chaiiman has spoken, and above all fortiic 
assurance which he has given me of your continued support and understanding 
There is nothing, I can assure jou, that I more deeply value, and nothing that 
^co«ld be of greater assistance to a Viceroy bo shortly about to enter on the sixth ^ 
and the final year of this great office 


The Indian Economic Conference 

Twenty -fourth Session — Mysore — 28lh December 1940 

Maharaja Mysore’s opening Address 


“Ihe Sovereign Nation State, exalted by metaphysical theoricB of the State, 
often exploiting racial prejudice, resting on economic Belf-Bufficicncy, organised 
for strategical purposes, using powerful weapons of modern science for dcstnictivc 
rather than constructive ends, based on mass ignorance and inertia, and supported 
by ibe intellectunlB—tlmt is the primary cause of the European tragedj”, observed 
Bts Highness pie Maharaja of Mysore, opening the joint scsBion of the’ All-India 
Economic and Political Science Conference at the Jagan Mohan Palace Mysore 
ou the 28lh December 1940 ^ * 

Therefore contimied His Highness a new world order in which peace and 
Bcciirily should prevail would not follow nutomaficnlh the defeat of the Axis 
Powers The enemj witon Qie gates should be defeated, and the source of the 
present difficulties of Europe, a political structure which had outlired its ulililv 
should be leraoved The sovereigntj of the Nation State should go The masBcs’ 
like the dwarf in the story, who accompanied the giant on his adventures and paid 
in limb after hmb for each sueps of his partner, were suffering and paW 
heavily for the crime and folly of their rulers It was certain they wouKo® 
tolerate after the war a regime that would again expose them to the enla of 
political conflict and economic inBceunty , Unless they were assured that a new 
Older would bo established in harmony with their hopes apd needs by pwc^id 
and constitiitioiinl means, tho-'milhons who were hearin"- in ntitmii o 

uncertainties and the borrore of the present war, would turn to tW 
nieidious promises of a short cut to Utopia throW^ rcyoSn 

Concluding. His Highness opined that the task of those who -^vonld bmld « 
new world from which war and poverty should be banished was Iwo fold ihe? 
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had to picp-iie plans for the new ordei of things, pontical and economic which 
could be demonstiatcd to be possible ns well as urgent and desiiable The othei 
pait of the task was to enlist the feelings of men and nomen on their side to 
make them wil ing and eager to adopt then pioposals Not only should the minds 
be instructed, the hearts should also be enlarged Qhe fiist was the task of eco- 
noniists and political philosophers Foi the pcifoiriinnce of the second, mankind 
should tuin to the psychologists and the educationists perhaps to the prophet and 
the seei who alone could make the blind see and tlie deaf heai, students of econo- 
mics and political science, who had to beat a large share in the task of woild 
leconstruction, would supply instruction and enlightenment, hoping that god in 
His wisdom would send inspiied leaders who would lead mankind fiom the Talley 
of tribulation to the kingdom of peace and happiness 

Mr D R, Gadgil’s Address 

In the course of his Presidential address Mr, D R Gadgtl of the GoLhale 
Institute made the following observations 

“It has been common practice of my predecessors in office to pass under 
review diuing the course of the annual presidential addiess a large number of 
questions of current rnterest I intend, however, to depart from this practice and 
to take up a single, though somewhat wide, theme as the subject of my discouise 
Ihe theme I have chosen is the consideration of the manner m which the economic 
policy of the State in India should be moulded ” 

“Laissez Paike” Policy 

After discussing the controversy between the “pure’’ economics and applied 
economics, Mr Gadgil proceeded “I do not desire to detain you long nith a 
discussion of the familiar theme of the operation of laissez fane in India during 
the last lOO years Ihe fruits of what may be called the obviously ‘interested’ 
’‘-version of this doctrine represented of old by the cotton excise duty and in recent 
--Himes by the ‘economic safeguards’ he outside the scope of my subject I shall 
^ further not talk about policy in relation to trade and industry where also ‘interest’ 
may be said to have entered to a greater or less degree, but shall deliberately 
choose for fllustration one or two extensive field where laissez fane may be 
supposed to have been worked without any bias or prejudices The development 
and the working of the rural credit system m India ofieis a specially instructive 
example We can here witness the lesults of a rapid transition from conditions of 
restraint imposed by laws and b> social conventions to a state where there' was 
complete liberty for the borrower to ruin himself and for the creditor to exploit 
him meicilessly The classic description of the debtor-creditor relations created 
by the joint operation of laissez fane and the British judicial and administrative 
system is that conta ned in the report of the Deccan Biots Commission Ihis is the 
first vivid official account ^ later studies in various parts of the country have added 
to it much in detail and the elaborateness of analysis but the essentials of the 
problem remain as then disclosed The fundamental factor in these relations is 
the great disparity in knowledge and economic power between the two parties , 
BO that, where the disparity is the greatest the results are the worst It is in the 
more precarious and poverty-stiicken tracts that the money-lender is decisively 
dominant, aqd where, as in the case of the aboriginals, these conditions arc 
accentuated by habits born out of a tiaditional primitive life the boriower is 
often no better than a serf Ihe failure of a policy of laissez faire to geneiate 
conective forces, even in the very long term, is only too obvious over the whole 
field of Indian rural credit 

Period or Transition 

After pointing out how the technological revolution wft^ influencing -the course 
of Indian economic development, M? Gadgil proceeded to lay down suggestion for 
jeasing the difficulties of the transition He suggested poor relief and unemployment 
insurance over the entire gamut of IheTndian^econoray 

Proceeding, he said, \ do not think that it is necessary to argue the case for 
the urgent need for the introduction of some general system^of poor oi unemploy- 
ment relief in India The question, however, is rarely mentioned except sometimes 
in connection with ihdusliiinP labour , and the rhethod or the cost or such a 
measure are subject s^wliich have not yet been adequate!^ discussed I am personally 
led to think that the hest* way^of •meeting the pioblem is* to follow the same methocis 
as those devised by theTamine relief administration Instead of fiaming piogram- 
mes of relief works ^vhicc are restored to only occasionally there should be conti- 
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nuouB BcliemcB of -inninl public vrorks which would nfford the Dcoessiry employment 
and relief The provision nould bo necessary chiefly in the off season of ai'ricuUiire 
There should be no dearth of suitable items for such a public ^Yorks programme 
TJic extent of the construction of roads, embankments, wells, tanks, or woik oi 
afforestation, etc , that could be usefully undertaken m rural India is very consider- 
able and this is work that ^^ill enlarge in a productive manner our capital equip- 
ment Obviously, the scale on which these annual works are provided would be very 
much smaller than is usual ^n a year of famine , they would also not be largo 
concentrated works but local works scattered oier the districts I do not also 
think that their cost would prove them uneconomic In other countries where the 
policy of relief through, public norks has been found costly that has been largely 
because of the need of adapting labour, which was mainly industrial, to noik to 
which it ^las unaccustomed and m ^sorac xespccts unsuited With us, however^ 
labour seeking work on relief norks would bo accustomed to the work ifc 
would liave to do The provision of work along these lines would obviate 
many of the difficulties in the wa> of the administration of relief or insurance 
Gcheracs on the western model , and this seems to me the best way m which to 
begin to tackle tins problem 


Public EcLinr Works 

“I am aware that the cost of such a continuous public relief-works would bo 
considerable , but I am convinced that whatcier the cost it must be borne For-^ 
this 18 a primary responsibility ^^huh the society must recognise and the sCild 
should take upon its shoulders It wiW be realised that what I propose heaTS 
no relation to the concept of a national minimum It falls short even of a gcrmral 
system of poor relief It is merely the belated generalised acceptance of a respon- 
sibility for pro\iding work to those seeking it which even the laissez fnire Indfat^^^ 
government of the last century accepted as falling on itself dimng times like that"*' 
of a famine The effects of the changes of the last century have not been uniform , 
some classes have prospered greatly on mg to them while others have suffered , 
The least that can be expected in a social group is that those who sufier are saved 
at least fiora complete starvation It will of course, be no use undertaking this 
responsibility if it means a further increase^ in the burden on chiefly the agriciil 
tural classes and I take it as axiomatic thal in any future reconstruction of our 
economy a correction of the regressivr nature of our tax system will be the first 
to be attempted Ihcre are many other incidental advantages, which I consider will 
follow the adoption of such a public works fohef policy I, however, advocate it 
here mainly on the ground that it represents the beginning of an essential step in 
the formation of the economic policy for a changing India 

‘‘1 he second point to which I would draw attention is the regulation of the 
pace of the transition It is oov ions that the future direction of technological change 
is unprcdictaDle and the area that it may at any time cover cannot be foreseen 
It IS, therefore, not possible to keep society in a slate of preparedness for the 
impact of the next set of changes Further, pven the distribution over area 
of the population, the training for particular vocations imparted to men and the 
imestraent in durable capital goods the extent of change to which economic society 
can adapt itself during a given period of time is limited The costs of a rapid 
transition are both material and psychological 

Control or Investmekt 


‘‘If the State itself controls investments likely to be affected by new inventions 
it 18 ueimljy prompt m controlling them The best instance of this is, of course 
the attitude adopted by all governments which own railway Bystems towards the 
extension of mechanical road transport Ihe Indian Government, faced with the 
new means of transport, talks readily of the dangers to public investment , but ifc 
does not yet rccogulsc Ihc concsponding responsibility where the traditional mode 
of living of millions of people is similarly endangered . The extent of the Buffenmr 
involved in the process of transition is yet very inadequately realised 31ie artisans 
and the ogncultunets have undoubtedly suffered the most Ihe history of the 
fortunes of the hnndloom industry is a continuous record of partial stabilisations 
followed by ever fresh periods of disaster I can vouch from the findings of Sled 

studies of conditions m mitres like bholapvtt Toon a for the prccanoiisnc^^^^^^^ 

the cqinhbnum in the industry and the appalUng conditions of work and liLir 
obtaining within it And yet governments have attempfed 11111^10 remedy or to 
alleviate the situation. AVTlcther it was on 'account of n general belief in the 
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wrongaess of goverumental help or Htterly because of a belief m the unworthincss 
of an industry using machine yarn, the handloom weavers as a body have been 
left much unto themselves Theirs, however, is merely the outstanding^ specific 
example of a large genus ” 

'‘Lastly, I should like to refer to another aspect of national economic 
policy, that relating to the location of industry Ours is a vast country and the 
problem of location is of particular importance in it In recent years we have had 
a controversy regarding the location of sugar fictones and the permissible extent of 
the development of the sugar industry m the coiintiy The report of the Tariff 
Board on the heavy chemuals industry pointed to the great advantages of a concen- 
tration of that industry But its purely negative policy would not allow our 
government to do anything in this regaid I may also draw attention in this 
connection to the claim made by the Iron and Steel inlustry in India in respect of 
“freight disadvantages” This clum was allowed by the Tauff Board but it raises 
an important question of principle which needs careful consideration The claim of 
the Tata Iron and Steel Co , lu effect means that even a single monopolist concern, 
wherever situated ought to commandeer the whole of the Indian market At the 
same time, under our present policy, such a monopolist concern would be under 
no obligation not to indulge m rate cutting to prevent the emergence of a competitor 
even in a distant part of the market I have, of course, no intention of implying 
a judgment on the merits of the claim and mention it here merely to indicate the 
type of problems that have necessarily to be considered 

Problems or Location 

would also diaw attention to problems of location of a somewhat different 
character One of the main reasons adduced for a conscious direction of economic 
development has ever been the danger of a lopsided growth in any region Tne 
need for diversity in foims of economic life has been emphasised dining the hst 
decade in particular Even in a comparatively small countiy like England the 
obdurate problem of the “distressed areas” showed the vital need for a balanced 
regional economy and the report of the recent Commission on the location of 
industries has accepted the principle of ‘'regionalism” in these matters Considera- 
tions of this character have even greater force in a vast and a comparatively much 
less homogeneous country like India In addition to other things we have suQered 
daring the last 100 years from too great centralisation and an almost entire neglect 
of local needs and circumstances I am aware that there is a feeling in some 
quarters that emphasising the claims of the region or the locality is tantamount to 
encouraging particularism and is, therefore, anti-national I am afraid, however, 
tliat a lot of this talk is interested and arises form the desire of powerful groups 
to be allowed to exploit without obstruction or regulation the entire resouices of 
this continent While vested interests m India are too ready to seek support of 
arguments that would obtain for them a field free from external competition they 
often show themselves extremely impatient of the logical extension of these argu- 
ments, VIZ, internal regulation An undue concentration of industries in one region 
18 bound to accentuate the difiiculties m other regions and a pure laissez fairo 
attitude towards internal financial and industrial exploitation is likely to give rise 
to forces making for economic and social disintegration over large areas l^hile it 
13 true that the claims of the regions can be carried to absurd limits we are yet 
far from any extremes m this country ” 



The Political Science Conference 


Mysore — 28th December 1940 

The PresidenUal Address 

Piofc&?or Bern Prasad of the Allahabad University, in the course of lus 
picsidenlnl address at the Political Science Conference held at Mysore on the 
2Sth December 19 iO stressed the need for a Federation of Social Sciences to 
facilitate the search “for the lOOt causes of the present distempers and their 
remedies” He stressed the importance of a rational appioach to the pioblems 
of society Continuing, he said '"Indeed, never was the need for a lational and 
dispassionate comprehensions of affaus so uigeat as at present At the root of the 
many ills which alHiot the world to day lies a deficiency in the dciclopmcnt of 
reason, a deficiency m appreciating its proper role and a deficiency m its 
application m a systematic manner to the activities of social life” 

I)i8CiiS6ing the genesis of war as a “ps3cho!ogicaI maladjustment”, Mr Prasad 
said “It IB now a tiuism that the rnodiJrn methods of production, with less than 
a foity hours’ neck, can provide enough food, clothing, slicUei and entci tain meat 
for every man, woman and child in the world It is no longer ncccssaiy that a 
])coplc should hold down others in order to keep up a high standard of life for 
Itself As an economic device, war is to day an anachionism It persists because 
of the strength of tinditi on and the systems of hatred, animosity and exploitation 
which arc, in final anaijsis, a legacy fiom the erstwhile pam economy CnihsalJon 
IB sliil o\crbuidened with an inheiitanco fiom feudalism — the conception of prp|)crty *' 
in teiri tones, and with an inheritance from the still older institution of sla-ici} — 
the conceplion of piopeity in populations They appear ns colonialism, subjecUon 
and impciialism These survivals from older conditions aie a denial of the dignity 
of man as man and stimulate in airy and turn the powci of the state lu a ducv^tiou 
which leads logically to war 

Gcnesis or War 

“War IB not an isolable plicnomcnon , immediate niotncs apart, it is integral 
to an order of things which icsts on an impeifect conception of justice It is a 
method of pressing cl urns, a waj of resolving disputes, an instiument of policy, 
intural to a scheme of things which admits the validity of violence and is 
grounded, in ])ait, in the cxeition of force bj group upon group War is often 
the projection of an internal injustice into an evtcrnal ailiirs in an intensified 
form It will disappear only when men have reasoned themselves out of tho 
concept of property m men and in their habits War will not die of reaction to 
Its own hoirois , these will onb evoke new precautions and new feats of orga- 
jusalion, cnduiancc and heroism War will persist and the most caicfully con- 
Blruclcd peace will turn out to be a short arnnsticc so long as any gioup of man- 
kind, in Asia, Afiicn, Oceania or elsewhere, are looked upon ns fit only to minister 
to the needs of the so called advanced races There is something inhuman in tho 
very idea of tho Haves and Havenots of Lcbcnsraiun, a place m the sun — it 
pel tains to tenitoncs which can rightfully belong neither to the satiated nor to 
the unsatintcd jower but only to ihcir own indigcnoua lababitantB To exploit 
and perpetuate a peoples’ weakness, instead of making it fit for higher life, is to 
prolong the era of grab and rivalry with the added lioirors of modem mechanisa- 
tion A great cfibit of reason is needed to bring home to all that the present 
world order is freighted with war and that durable peace depends on its revision 
into conformity with the new economic posbibihtics and moral ideals War has 
permeated social and political organisation, literature and outlook so deeply, force 
and fraud arc sUU writ so lirge over associated life, that thej can be eliminated 
only through a great intellectual and moral awakening 

“If disputes have been settled on the plane of force, it is bccaubc social life 
has been moving on the corresponding planes of hatred, frustration and exploitation 
Force implies intense co operation m a narrow area and antagonism beyond it It 
IS exerted by n number of wills In ninsou It is inevitable consequence of tho 
change of scale that the narrow has been steadily widening until the cscrtiou 
of force IS now a function of-dJig states, empires and coalitions ” 

-Fotdrb of Nation Statr 


Mr Prasad tlicn proceeded (o CEtimnte the future of the ^Nation State "It is 
-now patent that the EinnJl or the mcdiumsizcd Etalc can no lonMr defend UeiU . 
U IS a logical corollan that the big state will stand helpless before bigger cncs 
Uiicj can EurriTC oiilj as component nnifs in n rest federation. That much is 
47 
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implied in the recent revolutions in the technique of war , it is leally the culmina- 
tion of a long tram oE development, specially in the economic held which had 

been set in motion by the Industrial Eevolutiou S6y, and when the final sten 
Will be taken, whether the big states or empires will think themselves into a world 
fedeiation oi be bombed into it, depends on the amount of intelligence and goodwill 
that we can mobilise 

Mr Prasad also visualised the formation of a largo confederation after the 
expeiieuce of this war ‘ Experience suggests that international oiganisation in- 
evitable after the war, be based not on the so\ereign nation state, like the first 
League of Nations but on the idea oE confederation, a common government for 
specified piu poses It is symptomatic of the tiend towaids large-scale organisation 
inherent m modern developments that modern political doctrines— Socialism, 
Communism and Fascism for instance— have an international setting Political 
science, as a discipline, has been prevented so far by traditionalism from moving 
decisively to the international plane biit^it is taking ever increasing account of 
international affaiis 

Stressing the importance of education Mi Prasad said 

“The pioblem is how to convcit the foimless, dispeised, inchoate popular 
-power — the law material so to say — into an efficient and enlightened democracy 
If the pioblem is not solved in a ration il way, popiilai power may turn out to 
be a' self cancelling business and destroy itself The solution lies in the diffusion 
of^cdifcation and the permeation of social, speoully economic and political organisa- 
tion, with the educational piinciplc Secondly, opinion tends to follow social 
cleavages and if these turn on accidents of bath, lace oi religion opinion remains 
sectional and nevei attains to the lank of Public Opinion The appioximation of 
opinion to the ideal of Kousseau’s General Will depends largely on the approxima- 
tion of society to the standards of social justice ” 

Eepkesentative Govebi^mlnt 

Ml Piasad finally proceeded to discuss the problems of Government He 
said, ‘‘As a pioccss, the state is too plastic and too dynamic foi rigid formulas and 
admits of infinite vaiiety in modes of oiganisation The purposes which it re- 
piesents embody value and justice at varying degiees Given the requisite conditions 
foi its operation, lepiesentative goveinraeiit has the meiit of making revolution 
unnccessaiy, oi lathei of fanning and legulaiising revolution The change from 
negative to positive government rendexs it v^ery necessaiy to arrive at as large an 
agreement on ends as possible Repiesentative government is a contrivance for 
facilitating that agreement thiough creative discussion and compromise, more or 
less, in teims of social justice 

“Die tatoi ship has been the most striking phase of the political response to 
Luge-scale tiansition and dislocation during the last twenty-three years It is 
by no means improbable that it may encompass other states in the immediate 
futuie But even if it weie to become universal, it is nob likely to be more 
durable than the Greek tyianniea of the sixth oi the fourth century B 0 or the 
modern despotism of Oliver Cromwell and Napoleon Bonaparte Its militancy 
and regimentation do not accoid with the principle of giowth which must sooner 
or later assert itself It is likely to fade away with the budging of the aciiter 
phases of the transition, the appeaiance of a fiesh adjustment on the horizon, the 
abeyance of war through weariness or leasoning and the improvisation of a 
paihamentansm grounded in a better understanding of psychological realities and 
administrative requirements Attention to the last factor, indeed may yet save many 
a state from and atavistic relapse into dictatorship It raises the whole problem of 
social accommodation,*^ 

Essentials of Democracy 

After stressing the need for organisation for the effective working of repre- 
sentaUve democracy, Mr Piasad also prescribed certain othci precautions measures 
He said * The auto-limitation of public opinion must be accompanied by a 
nelf-denying ordinance on tha part of the modern^v legislature During the loug 
transition from autociacy, monarchic and oligarchic, to'^ constitutional and popular 
rule, the legislatuie attempted a detailed formulation 'of policy, a vast amount 
of purely executive business and a minute ^supervision over various departments 
of admmistxation Perhaps the nature of the execiftive and fhe state of public opinion 
left It no alternative but the recent breakdown of paihamentary 
suf^gests that the legislature attempted too much and attempted it^ in too ailatory 
a ^manner It misjudged its powers and failed to grasp the imperative need oi 
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nssocmting ecicnce "with government nnd of committing administiation to tiaincd 
expertise Bcform o£ paTlmmentar^r procedure, bo as to make for greater thinkmg 
and greater despatch, la one of the most urgent tasks that confront BtateBmanship 
in countries that have not yet swung to dictatorial xegime It must be tackled by 
every state in the light of Us own conditions and large allowance may still be 
necessary for transitional stages But two generalisations suggest themsehes 
firstly, govern Trent is an organic whole and has to function cfFectively and expedi- 
tiously and cannot afford the network of checks and balances that seemed to accord 
with tho intdlectual atmospbeie dominated by Newtonian physics Secondly, the 
legislature has to be not merely n will organisation but also a thongbt-oigainsatiou, 
to take affairs in the large scale perspective of human purposes, and to restrict 
Itself to ends and policies 

Recevtacee or Ideas*' 

It must be n receptacle of ideas and be surrounded by organisations winch 
would work out pro]cctB for its consideration and which would play an adiisory 
role without detiacting from its lespousibility and celeiity of action Already the 
creative element in legislation, ns in administration, comes laigely from beyond 
the legular mechaniBm of goiernment It is desuable to regulaiise and leplcnish 
the supply Thus the second chambei can represent functional associations and, 
ventilate then ideas It may be the open of an hicraichy of funclional organisa- 
tions— central, provincial and local — which, besides sustaining piide in the^inft 
and looking after the interests of their merabeis, can assist the formulation and 
adaptation of plans of economic welfare An advisoiy economic council can bring 
ministers and leaders of functional unions into touch with experts Something 
like a chambei of sociologists can project social engineering in the long-jange 
perspective States which are subject to racial or religions bickeiings may set up 
Boards of Referees at the centre as well as in tho provinces, pnitly or entiicly 
elected by the various denominational organisations, authoiised to declaie whether 
any legislative or executive piojeclB violate any legitimate interests of any group 
and what is more important, to offer constructive alternatives Tho apparent 
complexity of tlieso aiiangements is hardly an argument against them , onr 
complex civilisation requires a comnicx political constitution , an over simplified 
machinciy is a crime against it Besides, advisory bodies, while letting m a flow of 
ideas, do not deprive the legislature or the executive of any part of its lesponsibility 
Frinciple of Rationalisation 


‘‘Similarly, the modem executive calls for icorgnniPalion in accordance with the 
principle of rationalisation that is permeation with boards of experts, not of mere 
civil servants, but of tiuined scicniific experts H’ere we touch one of the caidinal 
eriors of democratic government and one of the most potent causes of its 
eclipse during the last twenty ycais It acquiesced in a system of administration 
adapted to negative, aiistociatic government of the pre industiinl era It was 
content to be mainly a coireclive to despolism and oligarchy We aie now rea- 
lising that the determination of ends should be followed by the selection and 
cxeenlion of means by experts and that the Cabinet should noimallj confine itself 
to general co oidinaliou The modern executive has to comprise autonomous 
boards—Planning Commissious, Investment Boards, Railway Transport Electiiatv 
Marketing, Agricultural, Education Boards, and others It may be pointed 011^ 
that experts are to be entrusted with departments of administration not with iho 
detciminnlion of ends and higher policy The requisite technique is nlicadv in 
evidence in medical and transit departments in eevernl stales and awaits trencral 
application It is also feasible to extend the sjstem to associating Advison Counnlq 
with various depaitments and their branches to ensure day to dav criticit;m 
fresh suggestion and to educate public opwioo ^ ^ criticism and 

“Such an exwutive should represent the principle of reason It le m fnof 
the entire range of social regulation that baS lo be infoimcd by the Bcientifu 

“It IB obvious that higMy technical administrnlion ief 1 ^ Sd Tdf 
to popular control But this docs not imply a wooden, ud-tnpe bureaim^ 

Administralion would prcBuppoSh a dispaBsionatc survey of social cond lions 
formulaUou of ccouoimc policies b^ of social scientists and their 

tion by scion lificnlly trained ohiccrs ‘ Alrcad), progressive adminifilrnfim? i? 
demonstrated that the gemune jole of the civil sctmcc is that of ? Tcanmd 



British Policy in India 

Viceroy’s offer of Enlarged Executive 
New Delhi — 7th August 1940 

In tlie conrse of a statement issued from New Delhi on the 7th Au<mst 
1940, Ins Excellency the Viceroy stated that his Majesty’s Government had 
nutlionzed him to invite a certain number of representatne Indians to join the 
Executive Council The following is the text of the Viceroy’s statement — 

India’s anxiety at this moment of critical importance in the world struggle 
against tyranny and aggression to contribute to the full to the common cause and 
to the triumph of our common ideals is manifest She has already made a mighty 
contiibution She is anxious to make a greater contribution still His Majesty’s 
Government are deeply concerned that that unity of national purpose in India 
which would enable her to do so should be achieved at as earh a moment as possi- 
ble- They feel that some further statement on their intentions may help to promote 
that unity In that hope they have authorized me to make the present statement 

Goveunor-Gexeral’s ExECUTn'E CouNCHi 

Last October his Majesty’s Government again made it clear that Dominion 
Status was their objective for India Ihey added that they were ready to authorize 
the expansion of the Governor-General’s Council to include a certain number of 
representatives of political parties, and they proposed the establishment of a con- 
sultative committee In order to facilitate harmonious cooperation it was obvious 
that some measure of agreement m the provinces between the major parties was a 
^desirable prerequisite to their collaboration at the centre Such agreemeut was 
-> ^unfortunately not reached and in the circumstances no progress was then 
liossible 

During the earlier part of this year I continued my efforts to bring political 
parties together In these last few weeks I again entered into conversations with 
prominent political personages m British India and the Chancellor of the Chamber 
of Princes, the results of which have been reported to his Majesty’s Government 
His Majesty’s Government have seen also the resolutions passed by the Congress 
Working Committee, the Muslim League and the Hindu Mahasabha 

Expansion Should no Longer be Postponed 

It is clear that the earlier differences which had prevented the achievement 
of national unity remain unbndged Deeply as his Majesty’s Government regret 
this they do not feel that they should auy longer because of these differences post- 
pone the expansion of the Governor-General’s Council, and the establishment of a 
body which will more closely associate Indian public opinion with the conduct of 
the war by the cential Government They have authorized me accordingly to invite 
a certain number of representative Indians to join my Executive Council They 
have authorized mo further to establish a war advisory council which would meet 
at regular intervals and which would contain representatives of the Indian States 
and of other interests m the national life of India as a whole 

Doubts About Govt Intention 

Tlie conversations which have taken place and the resolutions of the bodies 
which I have just mentioned make it clear, however, that there is still m certain 
qiiaiters doubt as to the intentions of his Majesty’s Government for the consti- 
tutional future of India and tliat thke is doubt,^too, ns to whether tlie position of 
minoiities whether political or religious, is’ sufficiently safeguaided in relation to 
any constitutional change by the assurance already given There are two mam 
points which have emergeef On these two points his Majesty’s Government now 
desire me to make their position clear 

Position op Minoritiis 

The first is ns^ to the position o^ minorities in ^'olatiOR to nDy future 
conslitulional Echeme^ It has already been made deal that my declaration of last 
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October does not exclude mi examination of any part either of the Act of 1935 or 

of the policy and plans on which it is based i ^ t n t 

His Maicsly’s Government’s concern that full weight should be given to the 
views of the minorities in any revision has also been brought <)ut uhat TcniAUiB 
the position of his Majesty’s Government It goes out with saying that they could 
not contemplate the transfer of their present responsibihUes for the peace and 
welfare of India to any system of go\crnment whoso aiithonty is directly aenied 
by large and powerful elements In India’s national life Nor could they be paities 
to the coercion of such elcraeuls into submission to such a government 


Macdinluy for hew Constitutiokae Schemf 
T he second point of general Interest is the machinery for building, wUbiir the 
British Commonwealth of Kationa, a new constitulibnal scheme when the timo 
tomes There has been ^c^y strong insistence that the framing of that scbonie 
should be piimanly the responsibility of Indians themselves and should originate 
from Indian conceptions of the social, economic and political structure of Indian life 
His Majesty’s Goicniment are in sympathy with that desire and wish to see 
it gi\en the fullest practical expression subject to the due fulfilment of the 
obligations which Great Britain’s long connection with India has imposed upon 
hei and for which his Majesty’s Government cannot divest thcmselvea;, of 
responsibility ^ , 

It 18 clear that the moment when the Commonwealth is engaged in n struggle 
for existence is not one m which fundamental constitulionnl issues can be decisnely 
resolved But his Majesty’s Government authorive me to declare that they will 
most readily assent to the setting up after the conclusion o! the war, with tho least 
possible delay, of a body representative of the piincipal elements in India’s ©nUonal 
life in order to devise the fiamework of the new constitution and they will lend 
every aid in thcix power to hasten decisions on all relevant matters to the utmost 
degree 

Meanwhile, they will welcome and promote in any way possible every sincere 
and practical step that may be taken by lepiescntative Indians thcmfiches to reach* 
a basis of fnendlv agreement, firstly, on the form which the post-war representative 
body should take and the methods by which it should nrrne at its conclusions 
and, secondly, upon the principles and onthnes of the constitution itself 

They trust however, that for the pciiod of the wai, with the central Govern- 
ment reconstituted and stiengthcned m the manner I lia\c described and with 
the help of the War Advisory Council, all parties, communities and interests 
will combine and cooperate in making a notable Indian contribution to 
the victoiy of the woild caiiso which is afc slake Moreover, they hope that m 
this process new bonds of union and understanding will emerge and thus pave 
the way towards the attainment by India of that fiec and equal partnciship in the 
Butish Commonwealth which remains the proclaimed and accepted goal of the 
Imperial Crown and of the British Parliament 


Mr. Amevy explains Viceioy’s offer 
House of Commons— 14th August 1940 


...o Commons, iniliating the India Debate, on the UUi 

1940, 3fr ^rjwrv the Secretary of State for India said, 4 1100 ^ I 
may claim the indulgence of the house this evening not only berausn 
.6 the first tme after n long Men nl of Tears that 1 have spoken «t Xs W 
but also bemree of the importance and difliculty of tlie subject with nhich f 
have to deal To keep ones balance steadily along n knife edge on ice Tn the 
high Alps IS a jnneh easier tQsk-tbjm threading ones way without slumhlm^ 
B,tuabon"'“ *ntncalc-:pitfall-Btrewu maze 0 / the present Tnd.af 

3fr Amcry continued* “So I tmst fhat the membnrR / 

n discussion of the imporlant statement issued by the Vj^rof last^wwk 
patiently with me while I endeavour to say something i^bout the 
li.e political conVoveray and the deadlock which has fed un tn’ 

For. I tluok. U IS only m that way ilut the full BSifiSceTnd^urport 
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Ltnhthgow's initiative and of the decision 
matter can be rightly understood 


of His Majesty’s Government in 


this 


The Deadlock ik Ikdia 

"Five years have passed since the passage of the Government of India Act 
iliat measure, the fruit of a long senes of commissions and conferences as well 
as of many stirring debates, represented remarkable efforts of constructive states- 
raanship on the part of tins House So far as the proMncial part of the Act is 
concerned it presently came into operation and is still being worked snccessfnlly 
in four out of the eleven provinces If it is temporarily suspended m the other 
seven, that has not been due to any failure on the part of Provincial Ministries 
to carry out the responsibilities entrusted to them or to any conflict between 
them and the Provincial Governors or the Central Government, but to purely 
extraneous causes, of which I shall have something to say in a moment 
“Whether the Central provisions of the Act might have worked equally well if 
they could have been put into operation promptly may be an open question “What 
IB, certain IS that the delajs involved, inevitable as they may have been, have 
afibrded occasion for the development of a volume of adverse criticism and opposi- 
tion in the face of which then enfoi cement could no longer serve the purpose for 
wlschr^ they were originally devised What is, however, essentnl to keep in 
mind IB that this opposition comes from difierent quarters and indeed is based on 
opposite- reasons 

“ih^ constitutional deadlock in India is not so much between Hia Majesty’s 
Government and a consentient Indian opposition as between the main elements m 
India’s oivn national life It can, therefore, only be resolved not by the relatively 
easy method of a bilateral agreement between His Majesty’s Government and repre- 
sentatives of India but by the much more difficult method of a multilateral agree- 
ment in which His Majesty s Government is only one of the parties concerned 
Theie is, first of all, the Indian National Congress Its leaders have repudiated 
the Act of 1935 m its Federal aspect as a denial both of India’s right to immediate 
complete Independence and of the principles of democracy It is in pursuance of 
that repudiation, because India’s consent was not formally invited before she was 
committed to the war that they called out the Congress Ministries in the Provinces 
Their demand has been that India’s Independence should be recognised forthwith 
and that Indians should devise their own constitution m a Constituent Assembly 
elected by univeisal adult sufirage oier all India, including the terntones of 
Indian Princes 

‘‘In the last few week they have declnied their willingness in the meantime, to 
join in the war efibrt through a National Government commanding the confidence 
of the elected Assembly fihe Congress leaders are men inspired by an ardent 
'national patriotism 9 hey have built up a remarkable organisation, by far the most 
efficient political machine in India, of which they are justly proud They have 
striven to make the organisation national and all-embracing If only they had 
succeeded, if the Congiss could, in fact, speak, as it professes to speak, for all the 
main elements m India’s national life, then, however advanced their demands, our 
problem would have been in many respects far easier than it is to-day 

Muslim Claims 

“It IS true that they are numerically the largest single paity in British India 
But their claim m virtue of that fact to speak for India is utterly denied by 
very important elements in India’s complex national life fihese other elements 
assert their right to be regarded not as mere numerical minorities but as separate 
constituent factors in any future Indian policy entitled to be treated as such 
in any discussions for the shaping of India’s future constitution The foremost 
among these elements stands the great Muslim community of ninety millions 
strong and constituting a majority both m noith-wcstern and north-eastern India 
but scattered as a minority oier the uhole subcontinent In religious and serial 
outlook, in historic tradition and culture, the difierence between them and their 
Hindu fellow-countrymen goes as deep if not deeper than any similar difierence in 
Europe That need not, and does not, prevent pleasant social intercourse or fruit- 
ful political co-operation It has not, m fact, prevented individual Muslim faking 
an active part in the work Of the Congress Party But, as a body, the Muslims 
have stood aloof aheir quairel wiBi the scheme of the existing Act is not that 
it fails to give that clear majority rule which the Congress asks for but that it 
would give too great powers to u Hindu majority at the Centre They will nave 
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nothing to do With a Constitution framed by n Constituent Assembly elected by a 
majority vote in geographical constituencies They claim the right in any 
constitutional discussions, to bo regarded ns an entity and are determined only to 
accept a constitution whose actual structure will secure their position as an entity 
against the operations of a mere numerical raaiorUy 

Demands of the feCHCDULED castes 

“The same, though in a lesser degree, perhaps applies to the great body of 
what are known as the Scheduled Castes, who feel, in spile of Mr Gandhi s earnest 
cndeaiours on their behalf that, as a community, they stand outside the mam 
body of the Hindu community which is represented by the Congress 

“Indian india” 

“The Indian Princes, again, with territories covering a third of all India and 
including nearly a quarter of its population, constitute another entity, or group of 
entities, which refuses to be assimilated to the simple democratic formula piopoiind- 
ed by the Congress They object to the evisling scheme as interfering too greatly 
with their existing powers They naturally object even more strongly to the pro- 
posed GonsUtuent Assembly oi to any constitiUiou which might emerge from it 
Yet they are an essential element in any Indian Federation What is more, they - 
can make a \a\uable conUibuUon to It In many wa^B tbeir territories arc** tho 
most characteristically Indian part of India Ihey have equally much to gam 
from a closer contact with the rest of India in the consUtulional ns Awcll as 
economic development, but it is idle to suppose that such a deiclopmeut ^an take 
place overnight or must be forced upon them before they can be allowed play 
then jmrt in a Federal scherae ‘ 

**Jt 18 essential to keep these dilFtrences in mind when wo talk of finding n 
solution for Indians constitutional problems , they are at the inoracat still uiF bridged 
I refuse to regard them as un bndgcablc Uuderljiug them there is, aftei all, the 
fact that India is a self-contained and distinciue region of the world llicrc is 
the fact that India can boast of an ancient cnihsation and of a long history 
common to all its people, of which all Indians arc equally proucl Is there any 
Indian who 10 not proud to be called an Indian or any Indian or my community 
who has not felt a thrill of pndc to be a fellow couutrvmati of a man like 
Eabtndranath Tagore^ whom Oxford has just honoured in bo unique a manner ? 
Underlying them, too, is the unity not merely of administration but of political 
thought and aspiration which we here can justlj claim to have con tub u ted to 
India's national life India cannot be unitary in the sense that wo arc in this 
island, but she cau still be a unity, India's future house of freedom has room for 
manj mansions 


United in opposing N \zi Aggression 

“In no respect has the essential unity of India's outlook been shown more 
clearly than lu the attitude which all parUea and comma w\Ues have, from tbo 
outset of the War, taken up in detestation of Nazi aggression a»d in tlie endorse- 
ment of our common caiiso The greiter our difbcuUics, the graier the disasters 
that befell the allied arms, the clcirer has been the realisation, in the minds of 
the Indian public that our cause is India's cause, tlie stronger the wave of sym- 
pathetic emotion for this country m its single-handed fight, the more widespread 
the feeling that a purely political deadlock aficcting the issues of to day and to- 
morrow should not be allowed to stand m the way of India’s contributing a united 
and wholehearted effort to the cause upon whose victory depends the preservation 
of nil her ideals and the fulfilment of all her aspirations 

“It 13 111 this atmosphere that the Viceroy felt that the moment bad come for 
an initiative wmeh should, at the same time enhst all the elements of political 
leadership in India behind her war effort and also make at any rate a beginning 
in breaking down the existing political deadlock and so pa\c the way towards 
an early achievement of that goal of free and equal partnership m the British 
Gommonwcalth which, to quote the concluding words of his slateraent is The 
proclaimed and accepted goal of the Imperial Crown and of the British Parllameiitk 

^ ViCEUoy's Offer and Congress Demand 

contain^ in the Viceroy’s stalement is that of an expan- 
sion of his Excculu c Council as Governor-General so as to include m it leadinrr 
members of all political parties as well as the establishment of a wider ?Va? 
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Advisory Council on an nll-India basis, associating mth the conduct of tbe war 
represeatntives of the Indian States and o! other interests in the national life of 
India ^ whole l.he enlarged EKecutue Council will, of course, under the 
existing Constitution, still be responsible to tbe Governor-General and cannot bo 
responsible in the strict constitutional sense to the Legislature The Gon^^ress have 
a^ed tl^t a proMiicial National Government should be constituted at the Centre 
which, though formed as a transitory measure, should be such as to command 
the confideuce of all elected elements m the Central Legislature In inMtin«- a 
certain number of represen tatne Indians to jom Lis Council, the Viceroy a ill 
naturally take appropriate stops to ensure that the new members do, m fact 
rellect the opinion of the parties from which they are chosen If, however, the 
Congress clam is that members of the Viceroy s Council should be dependent on 
the support of elected members of the Legislature, it is, lu fact, a demand 
for changing the whole basis of the ludiau Government in the middle of 
the war. 


^Tnc Viceroy 'winii go Ahevd” 

^ "More than that, if tbe House has followed the analysis I have nttemptdd to 
giveKif the attitude of the different elements in India to the constitutional problem, 
it will^realise that it is a demand uhich really laiscs the whole unresohed consti- 
tutional issue and prejudges it in the sense favoured by the Congress and rejected 
by the myioiitics There can be no agreement on a Government responsible to the 
Legislature until there is agreement upon the nature of the Legislature and upon 
the Tsholg. structure of the Constitution The Viceroy’s offer, on the other hand, 
presents to the Indian leaders an oppoitunity of taking an effective and important 
part in the Government of India and bringing tbeir lufluence to bear on the 
conduct of the wai without prejudice to their several positions They will have 
committed themsehes to nothing except working together in the present emergency 
for the safety and good of India and for the common cause in which they all 
bcjieved In spite of the discouraging attitude shown in Congress quarters, I still 
hope that the> will all be willing to take their part If that should iinfortuiiatelv 
not pro\e to be the case, Lord Ltnhfhgoio will, of course, still go ahead prepared 
to work with those who will work with him and with each other 

WnvT 'Domikion Status' Stakes tor 

“The Viceroy’s immediate offer does not, however, stand by itself His initiative 
has been concerned, as I said just now, not onI> with India’s fuller participatiou 
in the actual present war effort but also with paving the way towaids a speedier 
attainment of the goal at which we are aiming May I say a word about that goal ? 
Dominion Status, as it has commonly been desciibed, or as I prefer to describe 
It, IS a free and equal partnership in the British Commonwealth It is not, as is 
so often implied when Dominion Status is contiasted with full Independence, an 
inferior or dependent status Tbe status m the Commonwealth of the Dominions— 
or of this country for that matter, for our status is the same, though not perhaps, 
our stature — ^is indeed superior to that of nations that perforce stand alone, Dow 
many so called independent nations are really free to live their own lives as 
they will, even when they are not directly overrun or dismembered b> more 
powerful neighbours ? ^Ye of the British Commonwealth enjoy something 
more We enjoy the. security, the prosperity, the friendship and I would add, 
the enhanced dignity in the eyes of the world which come to each of us as a result 
of our free and equal association 

“There is no higher status m the world than that and that is the status 
which we have declared to be the goal of our policy in India Our declarations, 
however, haie apparently still left in certain quarters doubts as to the sincerity 
of our purpose and have raised, not unnaturally, the question both of the time 
when, ana the methods by which, we mean to fulfil them 

“Status^’' ake “FoKcrroK” 

It IS to that questioa 'that the Viceroy, ivith the full approval of His 
Majesty’s Government, has now given an-nnswer, which marks, I think, a notnbio 
Step forward on the path to the acoepted goak May I quote here the most signi- 
ficant passage in the Viceroy’s statement • 'There has been very strong insistence 
that the framing of that scheme’ (that is, the new constitutional sch^e for India) 
‘should be primarily the responsibility of Indians themselves and should originate 
from Indian conceptions of the social, economic and political structure of in man 



44 AUG *40 ] MR AMERY EXPLAINS VICEROY’S OFFER 


37? 


hfe His Majesty’s Government are m sympathy with that desuo and wish 
to see It given the fullest practical expression, subject to the due fuldlmcnt 
of the obligations which Great Britain’s long connection with India has imposed 
on her and for which His Majesty’s Government cannot divest themselves of 

lesponsibilUy^ of the obligations is not an impairment of the status but only 

a recognition ol facts, histone or geographical, which differentiate the present posi- 
tion of India from that of other ^Dominions As the late Lord Balfour pointed out, 
in his remarkable exposition of the nature of British Commonwealth relations in 
the Constitutional Report of the Imperial Conference of 1926, ‘the principles of 
equality and similarly appropriate to status do not universally extend to function^ 
and instanced in particular the functions of Defence and Foreign Policy It is in 
lespcct of these foi example, that the position of India, both m virtue of hei 
histoiic militaiy organisation and of hei geographical position differs fiom that 
of the Doraiinons But the difftrcnce that arises from these and similai obliga- 
tions IS one of degree and not of kind For, in the case of every Dominion there 
has always been some meabure of adjustment, foimal or informal, to Biitish 
obligations 

“Subject to these matters the desire of His Majesty’s Government is that tlie 
new constitution of India should be devised by Indians for themselves and should 
— mav I quote the words again— ‘originate from Indian conceptions of the social, 
economic and political sfciuctureof Indian life” ^ 

Another British RESFONSiBrnT\ 


‘‘That task is to be undertaken with the least possible delay after the war by 
‘a body rcpicsentative of the principal elements in India’s national life’ Uhat 
means a body constituted in agreement between the representatives of the dements 
It does not mean a body set up on the lines which may commend themSeUeg to 
one paiticular element, however influential, but may be regaided as wholly unaccep- 
table to the minority elements ‘His Majesty’s Government have made it clear that 
they could not contemplate the transfer of their present responsibilities for tho 
peace and welfaic of India to any system of Government whose authority is 
directly denied by large and powerful elements m India’s national life’ In tins 
matter, too, there is no departure from the principles which have governed the 
coming into existence of every Dominion construction In every case in the 
Dominions there has been antecedent agreement not only between the geographical 
units but also between the mam racial elements— English and French in Canada. 
British and Boer in South Africa — both, as to the method of framing the consti- 
tution and as to the constitution itself 

“Agreement, or consent, is indeed the foundation of all free government, of 
all true democracy A decision by majority is not so much of the essence of 
democracy as a practical convenience which pic supposes, for its proper working, an 
antecedent general consent to the constitution itself It has indeed in most federal 
constitutions been limited in vaiious ways in order to safeguard the separnto 
interests of the federating elements To describe the need for such agreement as a 
veto on constitutional progress is, I think, to do an injustice to the patriotism 
and sense of lesponsibility of those concerned Agreement means not a veto by 
any element but compromise and willingness to coumroraise, in India ns elsewhere, 
13 an essential test of the sense of responsifcflity on which a free government 
must be based On the other hand, within the limitations imposed by the necessity 
of securing agreement the whole constitutional field is open to re examination It 
may indeed piove to be the case that it is by entirely novel departures from the 
existing scheme whether in the relation of the Centre to the Provinces or to the 
States or in the methods of election and representation, that an agreement can be 
reached wluoh is unattainable within the framework of the existing Act, based as 
it is on the traditions of India’s administrative past and on our customary British 
constitutional conceptions ^ i 


Question or Date Defends ok Indians 

'*So much for the question of methtd Tliere is the question, no less insistcntlv 
asked, as to the date Here the answer given by the statement is also clear 'Jin 
decisive resolution of these great constituUonal issues, the actual setting up of ^ 
new system of government, cannot come at the moment when we are all on<^a"eci 
m a dpperate struggle for existcnte How soon it can come after the war ii 
c^’^cptiaily lu India 8 own hands The., experience of every Dominion has showt 
18 
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that these fuudamcutal issues are not lightly or speedily setJled What I haru 
told the Houm of the complexity and difficulty of India’s peculiar problems does 
not suggest that h^ experience in this respect will be essentially different from 
of oiuers There is always an immense amount of preliminary discussion 
inquiry and negotiation which has^ to be got through before the real decisive 
meetings take place There is absolutely no reason why any of this indispens^We 
preliminary work should wait for the end of the war The more completely and 
thoroughly it is done now, the wider the agreement reached now as to the form of 
the postal ar representative body, as to the methods and procedure by which we 
should arrne at its conclusions and ^as to the principles and outlines of the 
constitution itself, the more speedily can everything be settled after the war is over 
“f'o far as His Ma]cst^’B Government are concerned, they have ofTered to 
welcome and promote in any way possible such preliminary friendly discussion 
and investigation and have equally promised to lend every aid in their power 
to hasten decisions on all relevant matters when it comes to the subsequent task 
of finally settling the Constitution . They can do no more Tbe responsibility for 
securing a speedy as well as a satisfpctory result rests upon Indians themselves 
I apbrait that the Viceroy s initiative represents a sincere effort on our part to 
make* such contribution as we can towards^ the smooth and speedy attainment of 
tlie desired goal Others must also make their contribution No one element or 
party can hope to get all that it wants or at least to get all at once If we agree 
upon the let us all work for it with sympathy understanding, patience and 
goodwill towards each other That, at any rate, is the spirit m which His Majesty’s 
Go\ eminent are resolved to persevere in the carrying out of the policy which they 
ha\e now-»defiueJ 


^ Britain Proud of Her Contribution 

far as we, in this country, are concerned, we have every reason to be 
proud of wbat we have contributed in the past to the history and to the life of 
India But I, at any rate, believe with Lord Macaulay that the proudest day of our 
hi^^tory will be the day when we see India joining, a free and willing partner, in 
tlte biotherhood of the British peoples As for India she will gi\e, I know, her 
'^effective Ruswei to tyranny and aggression m the field of war But she can give 
an even more conclusive answer in the field of constructive statesmanship In a 
world threatened by all the evil forces of hatred and destruction, of partisan and 
racial intolerance, there could be no more hopeful portent, partisan and racial into- 
lerance, there could be no more hopeful portent, no more assured omen of the 
ultimate victory of our cause, than that the leaders of India’s millions should, m 
peaceful agreement, resolve not only their own perplexing discords but also afford 
^ct one farther example, within our British Commonwealth, of the power of good- 
will to reconcile freedom and unity and, through our Commonwealth, to bridge 
the age-long gulf between Europe and Asia Then, indeed could we say with 
justice that Ihe dawn of a better day for world was heralded in the East ” 

Mr Avimon (Labour) said that the Viceroy’s statement went a good way m 
the direction of establishment of a stable government in India, acceptable to the 
Indian people If the door was partly open, it was for India to push it still farther 
and to show her capacities of leadership She had the right to ask that the number 
of Indians appointed should be sufficiently numerous to ensure proper representation 
' of Indian opinion and to give confidence to the Indian people They must be 
welcomed, not as poor relatives but as honoured members of the family circle, 
especially representatives of the Congress Party Let them seize the opporhinity 
presented to them— an opportunity which might not present itself again— and go 
forward in the spirit of Mr Amery's speech to larger and wider experience of co- 
operation and comradeship (cheers) Our friends in India would do well to bear m 
mmd that, should Great Britain not emerge fully successful from this struggle, then 
'^ull hope of India's freedom would go The Congress and all other parties in India 
rwould disappear from any active participation in the life oi: India 

Was it unfair to point out, Afn Ammon continued, that the struggle in w^n 
’ £his country was engaged almost- alone was India’s struggle as much as ours ? we, 
therefore, had a perfect right to ask that India should accept her share of the res- 
ponsibility, fully and whole-heartedly, in urder that when the time came, they 
might enter into full and equal partnership m the Commonwealth.^ 

Mr Graham White (Liberal) said that there rang through the ^Speech of the 
Secretary of State the best answer that could possibly be given to" thoso elements 
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oi BUBpicvon sUll lurking in Eomc quarters in Indn A great opportunity lay 
before the cornmunities of India if they could find a basis of agreement 

Sir £fuoh O’Netll (Conservative) said 'I he fact that Ills Ma]cstj’s ppvern- 
jnent had accepted the principle that framing of a future soheiuc should be the 
responsibility of Indians thcrasclves was a tremendously important advance 

S'r Frcdericl StjJes congratulated the Government on the Viceroy’s statement 
In India, the response had iioftTeen whole-hearted but criticism had been moic 
concerned with its tcims than with its spirit Sti Ffcdertck added there 
had been wide rek,ognition of the deep sincerity and value of the YKcro^ s 
appeal for unity m India ns an eBScnlial condition to India’s welfare 
and development and the urgent need for her to share in the struggle for 
the preservation of those ideals upon which her future, like our own, depended 
By adopting the statement of policy whole-heartedly and supporting its 
spirit and piactical proposals consistently, we should best be serMng India s 
interests Ihe war had spread to the Middle East, but the battle of Egypt bad 
not yet begun It was a truism to say that the frontiers of India were now on 
the buez Canal The time and the need were now We should send a clear message 
to India that we needed her help as she needed ours The safely of Indict an^ the 
British Commonwealth weie inseparable ' 

Mr Sorensen (Labour) said that the time had arrived for boldci ana more 
courageous advance ^ 

Sir Alfred Knox (Conservative) said that he sincerely hoped that int Congress 
Party would accept Government’s proposals 

M^ Vernon Bartlett (Independent) said that, whereas Great Britairf tnust he 
the centre from which we fought the war west of Gibraltar, India wouW be tlio 
centre from which we fought the war, east of Suez We could not affora a break- 
down in India *• 

Sir Stanley Reed (Conservatne) asked the Secretary of State to coAJder 
whether he could not state now that the essential priiiciples of the new constilutioa 
of India which would be framed by the represeiitative body, foiccast ui his state- 
ment, would be implemented by Parliament ^ 

Eeplying to the debate, Mi Aniery said “With regard to the numbers, 
composition and powers of the Executive Council I haie been asked n" 
number of questions As regards the numbers, that of course must dcjicnd to 
some extent upon the natine of the response which is made to the Viceio}’s 
offer, but, m any case, it does involve an appreciable enlargement of the 

present numbers of the Executive The new members of the Executive will be on a 
footing of entile equality with the existing members of the Executive Council Uhey 
will hold definite portfolios (Cheers) They will exercise the responsibilities 
both of then important department work and of the influence whitli they will 
naturally exert in the colleclne discussions of the Viceroy’s Council The> are not, 
of course the nominees of the parties, but, on the other hand, it Us obnously 
implicit in the whole purpose of the Viceroy’s policy that they should be represen- 
tative of the paitics form which they are selected and they will, no doubt, be selected 
after discussion and consideration of the names informally submitted {Cheers) 

“They will not, m the strict constitutional sense, be responsible to the 
Asscrablj, but clearly, if there is that response which the Viceroy hopes for 
and if all the leading parlies are represented in the Executive, then clearly that 
Executive will naturally cn]oy a wide measure of confidence and support in the # 
Assembly On the other hand, I cannot accept the suggestion that tlic enlarged 
Executne can be converted, at a time like this, into a Parliamentary Ministiy 
responsible to the ma]oiity m Parliament That involves a complete inicrsion of 
the present Indian situation and, what is more, prejudices all the constitutional 
problems which nrc still entirely unresohed as between the parlies Therefore that 
IB not, in the present circumstances, a practical suggestion 

“As to what IS to follow in the -ease of the Provincial Councils, that natnrallv > 
must depend again very largely upou Uie" nature of the rcBponse at the Ccnlrd^' 
niKl the way the new de\clopment uorks But Uhat would clear!} Iis^eila' 
cflcct upon the rroMuccs aud must be }udgcd m thg lif,ht of the result at the 
Gen ire 

^ Wau AmisorY Coukcil 

4 ^ \1 at Adyiwy Council would be a xonbulerably larger bods^ of «omc 

twenty orjnoic. llsiuxiction will be to bring together a wide range of experience 
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and special knowledge fiom nil ovei India in older, on the one hand, to inform 
and advise the Goveinment of India ns legaids the conduct of India’s war effort 
and the development of India’s resources and, on the other hand, to go awav from 
these consultations in oidei severally to stimulate that ivnr effort in the various 
lields geographical oi industiial, from which the mcmbeis of the Advisoiv Council 
be ciiawn ” 


Interjecting, said “Will they be piiiely Indian members ?” 

Mr AmeiT] Obviously the European indusciial and commercnl community 
in indm is of considerable irapoitance and would natuially be consideicd for 
lepiesentation on this widei body The great thing is that this wider body should 
assemble loi the Goveinment of India then knowledge in eveiy impoitant field 
of India 8 national life and in turn exeicise influence upon the war effort in 
CYciy field 


Framing the Constitution 

'"Many questions have been asked on the nature and constitution of the 
futuie body which is to consider and fiame the Constitution of India after 
the Wax The matter is described in the White Paper and I pointed out in my 
speech that it is most important that the body should be aiiived at by agieeraent 

“It IS not foi me here to presciibe the natuie of that body I would 
certainl^.aay that theie is no type of body which is luled out, pio'vided it is 
agieed upon by these principal elements and is, in that sense, representative of 
those elements 

M7 ^weiy then read from the White Papei a sKtement legarding the body 
and added “lhat would not mean that this body would be meiely a Pound 
Table Coufeience oi Commissions whose views may oi may not be taken into 
serious consideration The whole intension is that the work of this body should 
be taken seiiously and that it should provide the mam fiamework of the futme 
Constitution of Indm 

Bit Alfied Knox inteiposed “The recommendations will finally come befoie 
this House 

' Mr* Ameiy “Exactly as in the case of the various Dominions Our 
endeavour is to bung India on practical lines on the same method as has been 
followed in the case of the Dominions In every case their constitutions haie after 
a certain amount of discussion and consideiation, come befoie this House and 
given the constitutional latification this House has undoubtedly to give 

“Regarding the futuie position of the Princes, these obligations, in so far as 
the Princes have not fully entered into the new Constitution scheme, will, of 
course, leraam in effect These aie standing obligations ]ust as in tlie Dominion 
of South Africa theie were obligations which continued aftei the cieation of the 
new Dominion 

“As to the preparations for the meeting of that body, I have been asked 
whether the membeis of the large Executive weie to be the body to begin that 
prelimmaiy woik They ceitainly have not been selected foi that purpose But for 
the very definite and impoitant duties they aie to perform What is hoped is that, 
in the atmospheie of co-operation in war effort by a laige Executive and by the 
. War Advisoiy Council, the differences which have been intensified by what I 
might call the long-range political canonading of the parties at each other, may 
get another peispective and may seem less or their surmounting seem more 
desiiable m the light of the greater consciousness of India’s unity and India’s 
place m the world If that test of investigation of study and discussion is begun 
now, the further it is earned, the more thoioughly it is woiked out, obviously the 
moie speedily can the actual leconstruction of goveinment of India take place 
after the war This is a matter which must use out of agreement among the 
Indians themselves 

' Mr Ameri’s Appeal 

“lhat does not mean that I entirely agree that we should sit aside We shall 
certainly make every effort to encourage the horses to go to the water but it may 
'*not always be in our power to make them drink That bungs me to one note that 
lan largely through the speech, of Jill Sorensen I entirely agree with him that 
it IB our business to try and understand India’s outlook and point of view ana 
deal with it, not fiom the point of view of a supeiioi dealing with an inferior, but 
as equals On the other hand, I think that he greatly ovorsimplified the problem 
when he suggested that this *wSe a question of imposing the will oi tins 
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countrv on the will of India It is far more believe me, a question of recon- 
ciling the conflicting wills of India At present that conflict of wills is still un- 
Ksolicd and still vfry senoiiB We must not under-estimate the seriousness of 
those difiicullies or believe that they can be brushed aside by treating “ as it 
India were a homogeneous country like this and as if its great elements, the 
elements of tens of millions, could be regarded merely as those continually fluctua- 
ting minorities with which we are accustomed to dealing in this country iJiey 
are separate factors, entities which have got to be fitted somehow into the composite 
mosaic of India's future constitution " ^ , , , n 

Ml Amery concluded “At the Same time I do believe sincerely thatperc is 
enough of wider patriotism and of statesmanship in Tndia to resolve those uimcnluos 
and differences It is to that statesmanship m India that we have got to look 
in these matters , we can contTihule, I hope, our share of statesmanship, of goodwill 
and of understanding I am well disposed to believe that India wiU also contribute 
her share and that out of our ]oint efforts there may emerge something of which the 
Briton and Indian alike can be proud for generations to come and it may make this 
contribution not only to the permanent strength and prosperity of our own British 
Commouwcaltb but also, by its example, to the Tcgeneration of a distressed world ” 


Mr Amery on Indian Constitutional Deadlock ’ 

London — 25th September 1940 

Bcgrcling that the leaders of the Indian National Congress had ^rejected the 
Viccioi's offer was expressed Mr L S Aviery^ Secretary of State for India, m 
a speech at the Overseas League London, on the zsih Seplembor 1940 

Mr Amery after references to India’s magnificent wai effort asked 

"What of the moral and spiritual side ? Where does India stand in the 
struggle against the forces of tyranny and oppression ? "Where are her 

sympathies enlisted, with which side are her interests identified ? On this 
point there certainly is no divergence among the leaders of Indian opinion wbntcicr 
other differences there may be between them Ihey know that the defeat oV the 
British Empire and the victory of the dictatorships would leave India defenceless 
against inevitable aggression from e\ery quarter by land, sea or b> air Qhey 
know more They know that it would mean the end of all their cherished 
hopes of constitutional progress within India and m India’s relation to the outside 
world 

India’s Ideats or Ereedom 


'Whatever the domestic political difficulties that confront us in this period 
of transition in India, it is a bond of union between Indians and oursehes, and 
for us a BOUTCG of legitimate pride, that the ideals of freedom which animate them 
ha\e had their fountainhead here Their political traditions and aspirations like 
those of the Dominions or, for that matter, like those of the Dnited States go back 
to the Mapia Carta and to the whole age long growth of social )n6tice and consti- 
tutional liberty lu this little Island For them, ns for us, a Nazi victory would 
be a deathblow to all they care for in world politics But India’s choice m this 
matter goes even deeper than the domain of political ideals It goes to the rnrv ^ 
heart of all that she \alucs in the sprintual field 

Indians Kcause Nazi Menace 

‘It hns become commonplace to point out that the Nazi creed v,iih i(b denial 
of nig riRhts to the ludmdinl agni- at the State or the party or gann m control of 
Uic State, with Us denial of any rights to any nation or race outside the Sosen 
German people, with Us contempt for justice and for intellectual truth is a“bar“ 
bnmn revolt against all influences ancient and modern winch hain creator? 
western Christian Civilization But ,t is more than tha? It fa direct fS nnon’ 
the spmtual basis of all religions It is as profoundlv opposed to Tslom" 
insistence on equably of all men before God"’ and on IheTnpreme v.rtneT of ii cp 
and merev or to Hinduism with its deepseated hatred of violence nnU ^ 

it IS to Chnsluimly Ihc Nazi onsinuerht thupatpuR tTio cnni t ^ cruelly 
ours and there is no Indian who docs^not realize thaf menace ^^^reaten^s 

, STMPATHi, ■Wim Bbitain 

‘LmkCTl wUh the conscionsncss of this nnflerlving idenlitv of mnfnrml 
interest there is more directlj personal Byrnpathy for this count^ m its Toilr^ 
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and admiration for our Binglehanded stand winch has found expression even in quarters 
wheie political criticism of the present Goveinraent of India is most vocal II hat- 
ever else the Indian piess may say about public affairs, it has never failed to pay its 
tribute to om fighting forces oi those who in civil life heie are bearing the biunt 
of the war Ihe gieater our difiiculties and anxieties here the moie keenly have the 
- ^ peoples of India given expiession to then sympathy One foim in which that 
sympathy has been expiessed has been in contributions which have pouied in 
spontaneously from Indians in e\ei 7 walk of life from the ruling pnnces to the 
^vorking men, some giving lakhs of rupees, some only a few annas, both to the 
Viceroy^s general war puiposcs fund raised in this'dountiy for purposes connected 
with the wai. Not far off a million and a quaitei has been subscubed in 
. thm Ivay, 

Political Deadiock 

‘Of the sums given for specific purposes over £ 285,000 has been given for 
pinchase of aucraft but large amounts have also been contiibuted to King George’s 
Fund for sailors, St Dunstan’s Institute for those blinded in war, to the Red 
CiosB foi ambulances, foi the evacuation of childien and in these last few days 
to the Lord Mayoi’s Fund foi victims of air attack Many letters accompanying 
small sums involving real saciifices for then donors give simple but poignant ex- 
pression to* the sendei’s demotion to the common cause How comes it then, you may 
.well ask, that we hear so much of political crisis and political deadlock in India? 
Why IB it that the leaders of Indian political parties have not been able to sink their 
differences with each other or with the Indian Government in order to help whole- 
heaitedly iij their countiy’s war, or why has Government foi its pait failed to meet 
India’s aspiration by concessions which might secuie the mited cooperation of all 
parties and elements in India’s national life ? 

No Common Platfori^i 

'‘!fhe answer to these questions could be easiei if there were any common 
platform upon which these elements could agiee ezthei with regaid to the imme- 
diate present oi the future It would be easier if India were a homogeneous country 
in which the majority could faiily be entitled to speak foi the whole nation and 
,caiiy with it the assent, even if reluctant, of the minority It would, m 
fact, be easy enough if natuie and history had not made the Indian national life 
and the Indian Government conplex structuies which they actually aie 

One attempt to deal with the complex problem of Indian self-government 
was made in the Government of India Act passed five years ago The fiiiit of 
yeaiB of enquiry and discussion to which the best brains in India had made no small 
contiibmop, it repiesented a genuine constiiictive effoit on the pait of Pailiament 
to balance the claims of different elements within India itself as well as to find 
during the peiiod of tiansition a woikable compromise between the xesponsibihties 
which theBiitish Government had luheiited from the past and the rcspousifailities 
which India was destined to shoulder in the future 

Objection to Federation 

‘Tn its provincial aspects it has worked successfully and is still woikmg suc- 
"^cessfully in four out of eleven piovinces which have not been affected by the 
. calling of the Congress party ministries 

* If it had been found impossible to apply ifc m its Federal aspect to India as 
n whole, it is not because theie is geneal agreement among Indians that its pio\i- 
81011 s let am too much Biitish contiol but because there is a vehement disagree- 
ment between Indians themselves as to the geneial contiol which it gives to Indians 
over each othei qhe Congress party objects, on grounds of egalitarian democray 
to the influence which the Act concedes to autocratically goierned I he 

Btates on their side have shiunk fiom the extent of inteiference in their afiairs 
co'nceded to the elected majority in the Central Legislatuie great Moslem 
community lefuses to entrust its fate to the control of peimanent Hindu majoiity 

‘These are none of them tiivial oi factitious objections They are all sincerc- 
Jf Feld and deeply felt Each of these major dements in India b national 
the Congiess, the MoslemB, the princes^ not to speak of the lepiesemativeB or ele- 
ments and paities within the Hindu community but opposed to'^Ihe^ Congress 
a case of righteousncsB of which it .ib convinced Nothing is more remote fmm 
’ tiiilh than the suggestion that the Biitisli Goveinment has deliberately magniiiea 
pr even eu com aged these diffeiences as an excuse foi delaying constitutional pi ogre s 

‘ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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On the contr‘\y it is prccisly the prospect of constitutional pro?;ress that has 
intensified these differences by raising a question which lay dormant under 

autocratic control , , , ^ r. ^ t 

On the other hand it would be equally wrong if the British Government 

Ignored them and forgetting the responsibilities which the course of history has 
imposed upon it in India, light-heartedly accepted some constitutional solution 
which would ineiitably be rejected by large and important elements in India’s 
national life and only lead io confusion and chaos 

DirruPE^scES Real But Not Ui^BUiDGAnLE 


"The fact is that India’s internal structure is complex and difficult and no^ 
plauBiblo formula but only patience and genuine willingness to compromise can 
find a solution Ihe differences ure real but I refuse to regard them as uubridgable 
Fortunately there is a real undctljing agreement as to the goal at which wc are 
all aiming We all wish to see India freely conducting her own afTairs nt pence 
within herself and with the world outside I believe the agreed goal can best bo 
achieved within the free and equal paitnership of the British ConiinonueaUh There 
arc some in India who would wish to see that partnership dihsohcd, at least iii 
theory, for none of them would be willing to dispense with it in jiractice^ in our 
day or arc prepared to suggest a better aitcrnaU\e In any case the grdund for 
agreed ad\ancc is there 

India's Fdtuke Constitution ^ ' 

Tt IB in the light of that situation that his Majesty Governmenb has made 
it clear in the statement issued by the Viceroy on Aug 8 that subject to^^fulfilmcnt 
of the obligations which Great Britain’s long connection with India has imposed 
on her, it is oui wish to see the franieuork of India’s future constilutiou dcMscd 
by Indians for themselves in accordance with Indian conceptions of social, 
economic and political structure of Indian life and through the instruracnlality 
of a body representative of the principal elements in India’s national life 

Open to Re-ExaAination 

‘The Act of 1035 was still in essentials the work of the British Govcrn"incnt- 
and Parliament and was based on the existing structure of Indian Goiernmcnt and* 
inspired by British ideas The mam permanent framework of the future constitution 
of India as a Dominion is now, ‘"a matter for the Indians to settle for thcinsehcs 
The whole constitutional field, the relations of the various parts and elements in 
India to the whole, the methods of election and representation, all these matters 
arc open to re examination Only, as in the case of every Dominion or for that 
matter of any federation in the past, there must be that measure of agreement Of 
consent— and necessarily, theiefore of compromise— between the main constituent 
dements that have in the future to live and work together, which is a preliminary 
condition of free self-goiernment ” 


PBELtMlNAllY iNMrSTiG ATION 


Tn this matter the British Government have now made clear one essential 
of the implications of India’s future status while imposing upon Indians one of 
the first responsibilities of that status It is obvious that a change so far-rcacliinc 
both m structure and in the very basis of authority of India’s Government cannot 
take place at a moment when the whole of the Commonwealth is m the throes 
of a -struggle for its existence But that need not of itself involve any delay If 
the actual body which is decisirdy to resolve these issues cannot meet until 
immcdmtcl> after the war. there is bound to be immense amount of nrcliminarv 
investigation, discussion and negotiation which must precede any agreed conclusion 
and wlncli IS bonitd to take time There is no reason why this work should wait 
lot the end of the war ^ 

Expassiok of Yicepoy’s Covxcil 

■The more complclcb and thorongWv rt. IS done now on informal lines the 
more speedily cm creryaung be settled after the war is over and the earlier -iK 
date at which Indira's new constitution can enter into eTect SleSEw 
Vveotoy has offer^ 1o e^and bis own Eveeutire Council in order to take into ‘ t 
lending men of all parties and c emeals in British India as well as tn cni ' 

nll-Indn War Adv.sorv Csnncd on which Indian l ate as welLc ’^n ' 

interests in the national hfo of India as a whole will ho renre^ented ^ Thn ° 

mmbet, OJ Viccrpy-s ItouUvo iritl ta bnds ol pca7dcS,SL Jrf eS 
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Their indmdunl responsibility and collective influence will be sometbinf' verv real 
and fai-renchin? and no Rieater mistake can be made by anjone here or in 
this^Sbi underestimating the present importance or future significance el 


Esegotivi: Responsible to Govebnor-Genebal 

‘It IS true that under the existing constitution the enlarged Executive will 
still be responsible to the Governor-General and cannot in the stiict constitutional 
sense be responsible to the Legislature Any other course \YOiild not only mean 
complete change of the whole basis of Governineiit during the war, but change 
to a new basis as to which the fundamental prerequisite of agieement is stdl 
wholly lacking Ihe Congress recently suggested in an offer which it has since 
withdrawn that it would join in a ‘national Government’ at the centre which 
should command the confidence of the elected members of the present Legislature 
But that at once raised all those issues upon which an agreement has yet to 
be sought 

Tor there can be no agreement on a Government responsible to and subject 
to the moods of a Legislature until there is an agreement, which there is not 
today upon the composition and nature of that Legislature Lord Lmlithgovs^s 
offer avoids these difhculties It is no bar to a harmonious coopeiation between the 
Executive and the Legislature It is no bar to fruitful coopeiation between members 
of the Executive among themselves But it commits nobody to an irreiocable 
position It enables all to work together for the immediate issue of winning the 
war without" prejudice to their position and claims when the fundamental issue of 
the future constitution have to be raised 

Eegret at Eejection or Vicerox’s Offer 

‘I^ regret, sinceiely, that leaders of the Congress have rejected the Viceioy’s 
offer and aie not prepaied to take before India and the woild the great practical 
opportunity of exercising leal responsibility and contiibuting directly both to 
Indians immediate effoifc in the war and to her constitutional advancement Ihey 
have chosen instead to follow Mr Gandht^s advice to concentrate on a policy of 
nou-cooperation based on the piinciple of non-violence, in othei words of refusal 
to take pait in the war or m any form of force as such I fully recognize the 
bincenty of Mi Gandht^s pacifist convictions The piactical question is how he 
is to reconcile his demand on his own behalf and on behalf of the Congress for 
freedom to voice those convictions with his own statement, which I sincerely 
welcome, that he does not wish to embarrass the Government in its conduct 
of the wai. 


Forthcoming Vicerox-Gandhi Interview 

‘That is an issue which he is to discuss with Lord Linlithgow in the next 
few days and it is iiatuially one which I do not wish to piejudge One can only 
hope that ^the outcome of the discussions may be an agreement consistent both 
with Mr Gaiidht^s conscientious objections to war in general and with the 
Viceroy’s no less conscientious convnctions and duty to allow nothing to stand in 
the way of India’s whole-hearted effort to play hei part m the struggle which 
concerns her present welfare and security and all ideals which hei peoples 
hold dear 


What of the Foture 

‘^So much for the present situation As for the future, it is for the Indians 
themselves to consider how and by what new exepedient or by what compromises 
they can arrive at a solution of their own problems They can count, at every 
stage, upon the willing cooperation of the Government to help in expediting pro- 
stress 

- ‘Meanwhile, I do not belive that Indian differences in the political field will 
be lillowed to obscure the genuine desire of India as a whole to make her worthy 
contribution to the victory of a cause which is India’s cause as much as it is our 
town And I sincerely hope, to quote the closing words of Lord Xinlithgow s recent 
statement, “that in this process new bonds of union and understanding emerge 
and thus pave the way towards the attainment by India of that free and equal 
partnership in the British Commonwealth which remains the proclaimed ana accep- 
ted goal of the imperial Grovn and the Bntibh Parliament’^ 



India’s Part in War Effort 

Secretary of Staleys Statement 
House of Commons — London — 20th November 1940 


Speaking in the House of Commons on tlic 20ili Not ember 1940, Mr L S* 

^^”^Tor^monfchs now our attention has inevitably been absorbed in the contest 
around and abo\e us and in the immediate problems uhich ib has created Here 
and nowheic else tlie fust decisue issue of the wai has been fought and won, But 
if tlub battle of Britain has closed a chapter it has certainly not closed the story, 
Ihc actual menace of invasion is still there in the background We certainly 
cannot afford to disregard it At the same time, it is becoming increasingly clear 
that oui enemies, foiled in their hope of destroying us by an early fatal blow at the 
heart, mean to strike directly at every vital artery which they can reach Ihov 
bitlle of Britain is leading up to a battle of the Empire It is leading up to it 
moic than one sense > 

For, It IB not only on and over fields and seas remote from here that the 
fate of the world will yet be decided, but it is only by resources and resolution of 
a united empire that the ultimate victory can be assuicd That is why my Et hon 
friend, Lord Wintcrton, has done well to ask that we should now devote a dav to 
a discussion of that part, at any rate, of the Empire’s efToit for which this House 
16 in the last resort lesponsible and I am glad to have this opportunity of 
telling the House something of the contribution which India and Burma have made 
and lue preparing to make to our common cause 

A Wau of MAC^r^ES 


Before doing so I hope I may be pnidoned if I draw the attention of the 
House to one feature of the situation which has governed and conditioned onr" 
effort, iiere and even more in the countries of the Empire ^he war of to-day is 
essential iy a war of machines Ihe increasingly complex equipment of a moderu 
ainiy cannot be improvised in haste 

Even in the most highly industrialized countries months and even years arc 
required to set up plants with which that equipment can be made We know what 
VTG are suflcring here for our wcll-uitentioiied unwillingness to realize the greatness 
of the danger which threatened our freedom and that of the uoild If ue here 
arc still struggling to make good our deficiencies, our other partners in the Empire 
have even more lee-way to make up, because their pieparation began eien later 
and because the equipment of their forces has of necessity been postponed to more 
urgent demands here where wc have had to meet the enemy’s first onset 

Ikdia’s Part ik Last War 


India played a great part in the last war Her first divisions brought an 
invaluable reinforcement to onr thin and war-spent front line in France in the 
winter months of 1914 (Cheers ) Indian troops bore the whole brunt of tlie Mesopo- 
txmian campaign Her cavalry played a conspicuous part in Lord Allcnby’s great 
cavalry sweep and her infantry exploited it by their amazing march from Jafli to 

Aloxandreatta, In all she put over a million and a half trained men into the 

field She can do so again, if so many are needed, if once the equipment is there 
1 here IB no scarcity of willing recruits Some 25, OCX), indeed, of those who have 
offered themsehes have had to be temporarily relegated The other day an 

nnnouncement of 300 -vacwcies in tbe Indian Air Porce Reserve broucht 

in 18,003 npplicationB Let me in passing enipbasize tbe point that India's 
fighting forces are all composed of volunteers 'Jliere is m force 
n limited measure of compulsion for Europeans in India and for Indian technwnl 
muintioii ivorkers— III oach cases not for lack of \oUintcera, but for the Eake of 
fairness and more efiicicnt organizatioir But the men ubo are fiditinc- for India 
arc men vrbo have joined of their own free will There is no shoSage of them 
cither in numbers or in qualitv But for the moment equipment goierns everv thine 
and It IS upon the equipment situation that the expansion of India’s war eS 
has depended and will coillinue to depend ' 
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[ H OF COilS — 

I sli-xll come bnck m a moment to what has been accomplished and what we 
look forwaid to accomplishing in that direction Meanwhile, I should like to draw 
the attention of the House to what India has already achieved or is m the nroeess 
of achieving in regaid to the actual expansion of her fighting forces 

Army in India 

" The army in^India consists in peace time of 160,000 men of the Indian army 
ana of some 50,000 LritisU troops Ihe Indnn army is being lapidly expanded as 
a first step, to a foice of something like 500,000 men of all arms, tiained, eauiDped 
and mechanised on a modern scale As a first ''step oier 100,000 recruit have 
already been taken on of whom a large proportion aie by now fully trained JSfot 
the least of the problems of such an expansion is the piovision of officers and of 
training facilities New officer cadet units both for Indian and for Butish cadets 
have been established There has been a continuous multiplication of schools for 
advance training in all branches of military knowledge and in the use of new 
weapons Mechanical tiansport of the Indian array has been brought up from 
5 000 to 32,000 vehicles, a figure which will be doubted next year Every credit 
is due to iS'tr Robert Casscls the Commander lU-Chief, and to his staff as well 
*hs to • Viceroy and membeis of his Council, more directly concerned, Sir 
Samasioainy Miidahar and Sir ATuhamvxad Zafrtilla Kha 7 i, for laying ’down 
and getting under way the difficult initial stages of an expansion whose full results 
will only bo seen as the war continue 

Of this^ force, India's first array, some 60,000 are already serving overseas 
From the \eiy beginning India has reinfoiced and is continuing to reinforce onr 
gaiiisons 111 Malaga and Aden and our army in the Middle East The Indian 
transport contingent which showed such admirable steadiness and discipline m 
Fiance is uow placing an active part in the defence of this island Indian troops 
won well-desei’ ed praise for their gallantry in Somaliland and have recently 
pla^ycd a leading part in the operations at Gallabat Both in the Bliddle and Far 
East those Indian troops are very directly contributing to India's defence They 
are seeming her bastions both west and east Meanwhile, there is no neglect of 
the 'ever-present problem of Indians own immediate frontier defence, and as fast as 
formations aie sent o^erseas new formations aie raised to replace them 

' Ikoxan State Foeces 


No statement about the Indian army would be complete without a reference 
either to the military forces of Indian States or to those of the kingdom of Nepal 
The importance to India of being able to draw freely for reciuits upon the 
splendid military material of Nepal's Guikha fighting men needs no stress All I 
need say is that we can rely with confidence on the help that our old and loyal 
ally can afford in that direction As for the ruling princes of India, they have 
then own great martial tradition and a long record of lojalty to the Imperial 
Crown Not only their forces but they themselves played worthy part in the last 
war I remember so well the meeting at our corps headquarters at Merville in 
November 1914, between Lord Roberts and that splendid old warrior and comrade- 
in-arms of his. Sir Protah Smgh of Jodhpur 'Well, old friend, what hare you 
come to do here V asked the great little Field-Marshal *To die, I hope, for my 
King,’ was the simple reply, and if he failed to achieve that object it was not for 
want’ of trying In the present war the forces of Indian States are being steadily 
enlarged and brought to a higher state of efficiency Some 36 units are serving 
with hrs Majesty’s forces in Biitish India and that fine body, the Bikaner Camel 
Corps, is already in the Middle East Euler after ruler has placed his personal 
service and lesouices of his State uiueservcdly at the disposal of the King- 
Emperor. {Cheers ) 

Indian Am Force 

The Indian Air Force was started on a small scale in 1932 after the first 
batch of Indian cadets had been trained at Craiiwell Schemes for expan&ion 
werC'put into force immediately on the outbreak of the war and the existing 
training facilities greatly enlarged There is great enthnsiasSa^for the air service 
in India and voung Indians, with their effnek minds and s^sitive hands, take 
naturally to flying Not a few Indnn pilots (tie already sening in the ifoyal Air 
Force and a batch of keen Indian pilots arrived here only the other day to com- 
plete their training Nothing, indeed, ex'cept the imperious imitation imposed by 
the more urgent demand for machines here and in the Middle East stanas in the 



-20 NOV. '40 ] SECRETAHT OF STATE'S STATEMEiJT 387 

wav of a far Greater response to India’s eagerness to develop nn nir force com- 
parable to her army Tint same inevitable limitation has hitherto prevented 
immediate icalisation ot India’s widespread demand for Ibe stalling of an aircraft 
industry of her own 


Eoyal Indian Navy 


Last, but not least, comes the Royal Indian Navy, the lineal descendant of an 
Indian na\ai service which began ns the East India Company’s marine as far back 
as 1612 Rcorgaiused on a small scale m 1934 it, with its auxiliary services, haS 
been more than ticblcd since the outbreak of the war and is being steadilj increased 
by new %eBKelB in construction in India, in Australia and in this country 
JndefMigably occupied with the task of escoiting convop and keeping India’s poits 
and coasts clear of enemy mines and submarines, the Royal Indian Navy is 
worthily maintaining the high traditions of its past The sinking of the Tathan’ 
last June by enemy action afforded an occasion for a display of exemplary coolness 
and discipline on the part of all conccnicd undei peculiarly trjing conditions 
It is some evidence of the efficiency of its work in co operation with the Ro>al 
Na^y that since the outbreak of tbe war a continuous stream of tioops and gmili- 
tary supply ships have sailed without a single casualty from Indian ports to 
the Miaale East (cheers) and that the Red Sea is being kept open for pflgnuJ 
traffic to Moslem holy places ^ 

A woid, too, js due while I am on the subject of sea, to the faithful and 
efficient service of India’s merchant marines the lascars who foim so important a 
part of the crews of so many of our great shipping lines 


pig iron 
engineer- 
modern 
power 
in many 


Supply and Equipment 

May I now revert to what T made clear at the outset is the dominant factor 
in the whole situation, the factor of supply and equipment ? In this respect India; 
like the Dominions, is far more advanced than she was in 1914 bhe has^ always 
been a gicat pioduccr of foodstuITs and raw mateiials, and her resources %\ 4hia 
respect, too, have been greatly developed But she is also today one of the world’s 
great industrial countries She has highly developed textile industries in cotton, 
in jute and in wool She has an iron and steel industry developing rapidly both 
in Its volume, which now amounts to 2,250,000 tons a year, and in the range ot 
its products 

At the present moment, over and above supplying the Middle East, Iraq 
and East Afiica with steel, she is sending substantial quantities of 
to this country The railway works and many of her civil 

mg CBtablishments are on a great scale and equipped on 

lines She has considerable resources of hydro electric 
Her Govcinmcnt ordnance and munition works had also developed 
directions before the outbreak of tbe war, and have been utilised to the full mid 
greatly expanded since India already makes her own rifles, machincguns, field 
artillery up to si\ inch guns and six inch howitzers, propellants and ammunition 
of all sorts, as well as saddlery, boots, tents, blankets, uniforms and miscellaneous 
equipment of all sorts Of some 40,000 items which go to the equipment of a 
modern army she already supplies more than one half She is beginning the 
manufacture of armouied plate and expects to armour armoured vehicles next vear 

Lord Wintcrton {Cons ) Can Mr Amery say whether in the near or 
immediate future it will be possible for India to manufacture tanks ? 

J/r Amery That is one of the matters which is being closely considered bv 
the Delhi conference and will be discussed with the Ministry of Supply ^ 

Mr J C Wedgwood (Ind) Is there any manufacture in India at Drc*?ent 
of internal combustion machines ? " 

Mr Am cry I think not 

In r^pect of EOmetbing like 90 per cent of military supplies India will ennn 

be self sufficient so far as the icquirementB of her own forces are concerned Over 
a very large range of Bupphers, inde*d, she can furni^^h for more than her n^n 
requirements lo quote only a few instances , she has sent overseas ISOOCOtm 
rounds of email arms ammunition and 400000 rounds of cun 
i m.mm Eandbn^e.IOCO.CCO of bools. and SO tents Cndly S ne' 
Bhc IB mining, in cooperation with the J?omiinon^ and Colonics cost mid Fouth of 
of Suer, at a meeting in respect of n very n-ide and fteadilj increasing ranee of 
^ inililarj equipmeiiti all the neede-of our armies in the hliddlo 
and Far East to ^rhalcvcr number of drvifeions thej may be r3 ® 
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Even so there is still abundnnt room for the further expansion of Indm’s 
war effort Sue still has great reserves of indubtrial capacity which could be 
harnessed to ivar pmposes, if they could be matched up with a certain modicum of 
imported mateiials and with certain types of machine tools and organised on lines 
vrliicli we have woiked out here 


- Sir a Eogef’r Mission 

In order to afford India the benefit of our latest expeiience in this direction 
as well as to furnish the Ministry of Supply here nith a revised picture of Indm’s 
potentialities and of the help requiied to convert them into actualities, the then 
Minister of Supply sent out some tbiee months ago, at my suggestion, a strong 
technical mission under the leadership of Sa Alexander Roger I believe that ^vilh 
Sir Alexaudei Eoger’s dine and vision, and \Mth the eagei cooperation both of the 
Government and of prnate industry in India, the mission will be able to initiate n 
substantial advance, both in volume and in lange of production, the fruits of which 
will become increasingly appaient as the war continues ’Ihe mere reorganisation of 
plant will not produce results luthout trained woikeis I ha\e already referred to 
the fact that a limited measure of compulsory service has been introduced b^ the 
Government of India in older to enable skilled technical woikers to be transferred 
to where their woik will be most valuable Ibis is being done through the ludian 
:nationa\ service labour tribunals in the interests of fairness as well as efficiency, 
and with appropnate guaiantees for the security of the worker’s original employ- 
ment after the war In India itself arrangements for training additional skilled 
workers are being taken in hand on a large scale and it is hoped, by the use of 
technical colleges and institutions as well as with the help of prnate industy, to 
tram an additional 10,000 men lu the nest few months Meanwhile, my Et hon 
friend* the Munster of Labour, and myself have been concerting anangements 
both lor the despatch to India of an additional supply of competent instiuctora 
and for bringing of young Indian woikers over here wbeie, woiking side by side 
with British workers, they may learn not only our most up to date methods but 
some Aing of the spirit of British industrial oiganisation as displaced m its coo- 
peration with war ^ort 

» In reply to a question as to whether in the ]ute industry tiade union standards 
are encouraged, Mr Aviery said 'Within the limits of Indian conditions, which, 
of couise, are very diffeient from here, the Government of India is vei 7 sympathe- 
tic to trade union oiganisation 

Mr Got don MacDonald (Labour) , Do I understand here is an element of 
industiial consciiption applied in India to get these trainees ? 

Mr Amery Yes, I explained when intiodncing a Bill some months ago 
that it was not from lack of volunteers but to secure fairness in the distribution 
of woik and that fairness is specially safeguarded by labour tribunals 

Mr Soiensen {Labour) Do I understand the Minister to say that a certain 
number of Indian workers will be brought here ? 

Mr Amet y Yes 

Mr Soiensen Will they be employed side by side with British workers at 
trade union rates ? 

Mr Amery That is a matter to be woiked out They will work side by 
Bide with British colleagues, but the fact is that they aie trainees I do not think 
can answer on details of a mattei which is being worked out with the Minister 
of Labour 

Mr iS'o;e? 2 se 7 i Has the Trade Union Congress been fully consulted m 

the matter ? 

Mr Amery 1 imagine the Minister of Labour is quite capable of watching 
that aspect of the question (Ones of ‘hear, hear’) 

India’s Moral Sympathy 

So much for the material aspect of India’s shaie in the common effort against 
the common enemy What of the moral and spiritual side ? Where does India 
stand in the struggle against forces of tyranny nnd oppression ? Where are her 
Bympatbies and on which side are her inteiests identified ? I shall be dealing 
later Ibis afternoon with a statement ^Yhlch has just been made by the viceroy 
in the Indian Legislatuie and which is now available as a iVlnte Paper, as well as 
With the political issues laised by the attitude of the (Congress But on the mam 
issue, at any rate, there Is certainly no dnergence among leaders of Indian 
opinion, whatever other diffeicnces theie may be between us or between themselves. 
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Qhei l.now that defeat of the British Empire nnd Mctory of the dictatorships 

would leave India defenceless afrainst ineMtable aggression from eyerv quarter by 
land, by sea or by an '1 hey know more 'Ihey know it would mean the end 
of all their cherished hopes of constitutional progress within India, and in I^dns 
1 elation to the onisido ^Yo^ld For them, ns for ns a Nazi victory 'i\oiild be a 
death blow to all they care for in the world of politics , , i n 

One form in Y\hich that sympathy has been expressed Ins been iih the 
contiibiUions ^hich ln\e poured in spontaneously fiom Indians in e^c^y walk or 
life, horn ruling princes to Y\oilving men, some giving lakhs of rupees, some only 

a few annas, both to the Viceroy B general war purposes fund nnd to e\cry fund 
raised in this country for purposes connected i a ^ j^oonom 

Of the sums guen for specific purposes, about £1,500000, including £-J0,000 
from H^deiabad alone ba\e been gnen for the purchase of airciaft But large 
araoiiiils ha\e also been contiibuted to King George's fund for sailois, to bt 
Duiistan's Institute for those blinded in wai, to the Red Cross foi ambulances, 
for the e^acnalion of cbildien and, more recenll}, to Lord flavor’s fi^nd for the 
Mctims of the au attack liere and to the cause of Greece i\Iany of the letter^ 
ac(ompan>ing small sums imohing real saciificcs for (hen donors give simple but 
poignant expression to the senders’ devotion to the common cause 

Burma Lffence Forces 


Fiom India let me turn for a moment to the subject of Burma When the 
war broke out Burma had been in existence as a separate entity for onlv about 
two and a half years Her defence forces at that time consisted of^ two Butish 
regular infantry battalions and foin battalions of the Burma rifles "as well as six 
battalions of the Bninn Frontier Force Since the outbieak of war these forces 
ImYC been \cry laigcly increased A number of other technical units,- sappers and 
inineis, signals, transport, anti-aircraft, machine-gun units, etc havo^ been added 
since the outbreak of the war Compulsory seivice has been irrtrodnccd for 
Eiuopeans both for military purposes ana for the general war efioit 

dhe rcscivc of othcers has been gieatly expanded and arrangements ^la^e been 
completed for the initiation of an officer cadet tiaining unit in Y^hich both liiUropeau 
and Bui man Yolunleeis will be trained side by side Here again, ns in the case 
of India, while c\erj efTort is being made to modernise the equipment of foicfcs 
in Buimn, much depends upon the supplies which can be secured fiom the United 
Kingdom or fiom India 

Befoie the war, Burma had no naval or air forces of her own Immediately 
on the outbreak of the war, however, three local \essels were taken ovci for mino- 
swceping duties and a Binma Rojal naval volunteei resei\e cieatcd fcc\eral na\al 
patrol ciaft foi mincswceping are now in the process of completion, and the 
Govcinmcnt of Burma ha\c aiianged in consultation with the Admualty for the 
building foi the Rojal navy of some minesweepers and anti submaiine vessels bo 
far ns nir foice is couceined a Buima auxiliary air unit open to both Burmans 
nnd Europeans in Buima has been started, but is as jet, on]} at the initial 
liaining stage 


Burma’s Productive Capacity 

Burma’s mam productive capacity is, of course, in the direction of raw 
malciials She is a great producer of oil as well as of valuable minerals like lead 
zinc and wolfram, and of timber and foodstuffs Her manufacturing capaci tv 
on the othci hand, 18 limited, but her possibilities of munitions pruduction will 
no doubt be fullj considcied by the Delhi conference of which I shall hnic a wnrd 
to sn} in a moment 

Meanwhile, Burma, like India, has shown her moral support of the common 
onuRC by the readiness with vrhieb contnbutionB of every k id bare poured ^to 
he ^^ar fund A Burma fighter squadron of the B A F, has been proS bv 
these funds, which in all, up to date, have amounted to over £ 210000 It la 
cBting to note that £00,000 of this Im^e come from tL Shan stalZ mriiv 
their federal fund and parflj from individual chiefs and that within this tamc.^v 
tribal chiefs from remote hill districts and municipalities' in nnner 
Burma bOTc frcelv ofiered their con tribuiiona of gifts or interest free loans ° 

In rebruarv and again in June the Legislature nnd the Council nf 
have ninde plain their wholehearted support of the Biitish Government in its 
again«t the fences of aggre«sion and its struggle for freedom of small nations 

So far I have sjoken of India nnd Burma aa seTStl^r units they 


INDIA’S PAET IN tVAE EFFORT 


t H OF COM§ — 


They Stand geographically at the centre of that ereater half 
of the British Empire-greater in area and far greater in j opiilation-nhiLh from 
the Cape to New Zealand lies in a vast semicircle round the southern ocean 
j^tmtcgic'illy they form the di^ct first reseve not only against an immediate threat 
to our positmn m the Middle East but against any possible threat to our position 
in tile Jb ar li.ast ^ 


£eti\een that eastern and southern half of Empire and this countrv the nor- 
mal highway passes through the Mediterrnnenn and the Suez Canal At the mo- 
ment that I took office the Italian threat to that vital link uas already obvious— 
the doubling of that menace by the defection of Fiance followed only a‘ few weeks 
later It was clear to me from the outset that lu a large measure the defence of 
the Erapiie east and south of Suez as uell as of the middle eastern front itself 
would have to rest unon its own resources It was equally clear that those 
resources, m man-power, in industry, in raw materials, were immense if they 
could be efiectively combined and matched with each othei 


Delhi Coxfehence 

I naturally lost no time in communicating my views to the Viceroy, who 
throughout has shown the keenest interest in all questions affecting India’s war 
effort 1 need not tell the House how glad I am in that connection that Lord 
Linlithgow has consented, at no small personal inconvenience, to carry on the 
good woik he is doing for an additional a ear Promptly convertins; a general 
<Jonception into a concrete working plan, Lord Linlithgow conceived the idea of 
inviting all the Governments concerned to send to a conference at Delhi 
representatives 'of their departments of military supply and equipment Ihe^ - 
Viceroys initiatne met at once with an eagei response, and for near^, 
three weeks now representatives of the Governments of Australia, New Zealand,' 
the Union of South Africa, Ehodesia, East Afiican colonies Palestine, Burma and' 
JIalaya have been conferring with Sir Alexander Koger’s mission Their immediate 
object IS simple, if important It is to see how in cooperation they can contribute, 
for their own defence and for the common cause, the very maximum of those 
elements of supply and equipment upon which the expansion of the Empire’s 
^ armies mlist depend In this respect they are, if I maj quote from the Prime 
■'Minister’s inspmng message to the conference, engaged in calling into being a 
new world of armed strength to ledress the balance of the old It may well be 
' that Delhi js laying the foundation of that army of the Empire whose first contin- 
gents are defending the Middle East today, but which is destined in its ultimate 
plentitude of power to march in the van of a liberated Europe 

This aspect of the Delhi conference, impoitant as it is, is not the only one 
It IS of the very essence of our conception of the British Commonwealth to day 
that it IS not of the nature of a solar system with a central sun and the satellite 
planets revolving round it, but of a partnership of free and equal nations girdling 
the globe 

Its activities, the spirit of unity which binds it together, do not reside in any 
one part or depend upon any central member of the Commonwealth where such 
action can best further the causes to which we are all dedicated From India’s 
point of view too this is a most significant gathering It is a conference of the 
Empire held in India, under the piesidency of an Indian member of the Viceroy’s 
Executive, Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan That is a fact which is both a practical 
recognition of India’s growing status in the Commonwealth, as well as a contnbu- 
tion between India and her British neighbours in the southern hemisphere. Last, 
but not least, its outcome is destined to be that growth m India s ability to 
provide her own defence, and that eniichment of her productive power, which are 
' the real sources of a true independence, and which will do more than anything 
; else to*^trengthen her claim to that full and equal partnership for mutual security 
and mutual welfare to which we in this House wish to see her attain 

Ikdia’s War Effort 

Earl W^rnferion said that nobody could have listened without emotion to the 
recital ^of ' facts and figures covering gifts foi war pauses, offers of service from 
^ MOO, 000, 000 people of India and Buima, the Colonial "Empire and the Crown 
- Colonies Giving an instance, he said f In Bengal there are formed war purposes 
‘ committees in every town and village* Similaily, former enemies on the north-west 
fiontier are coming forward to jom ua* Jf we develop the resources of these 
vast Impenal areas in two or three years we shall not suffer by comparison 
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m'\n power and mteml with the United States and Enssia If we lose the war 

the We oi India, Burma and the colonics is ceitain All except the West Indies 
which the United States \\ould protect would come under one or the other ot the 
totaUtanan Fowcis and become bla\e states We haie on our side a quarter ox 
the noild's surface and a fifth of the noild’s population ’ ihe minimum reqmre- 
ments wore a field army of three million persons of British dc'icent incluaing 
a million and a half in India and Burma ihe war was goinp; to be foughlr out 
on land and the empire needed oscrwhelming superiority of man power 

Mr AMrR\ as Viceroy 


ilfr Gordon ^facdonald (Lab) appealed to dJr Amcry to drop the idea that 
the Congress was taking adiantage of the present eraergency to force on the 
British something in which they did not belieic lie could not understand rrliy 
the White Paper was issued He wished the Viceroy had consulted Congrc'^s leaders -* 
before exci using his pierogative and wished also that Lord had not 

been asked to serve a further teira and Mi Ameiy had gone out as Viccroj 
He was satisfied that India would make a hand'^ome contribution if the BiiUsh . 
showed sjmpath\ with hci aspirations and granted l^ominioii Situs 

Mr Graham White (Lib ) said that a situation had arisen ui India which was 
an oficnce against sound and good government Ihc Government stitcment must 
not be regarded as the last word Having maJe every alloivancc, it was a funda- 
mental mistake to detlaie that India was at war without preliminarj discussions 
The idea of complete independence could not be cnteitaincd during a world 
conflagration noi could the Moslem League domand for the teiiilonal parlition of 
the conntiy But ho was anxious that steps should be taken to bring these elements 
together If Mr Amcrij would go to India, it would be with the^ goodwill of 
everybody and the house » ^ 

'Savage Sentence^ on Mr NnnutJ 


Mr C G Ammon (Lab) wished that Mr Gandhi and hiB colleagues would 
accept the Viceroys ofiei in good faith and goodwill On the Viceroys Council 
icadeis of opinion might find a laigc measure of agreement Within Dominion 
Status India would find the fullest scope for freedom A great deal of harm haii 
been done h> the savage sentence on Mr Nehii A thing like that was worse 
than wicked, it was stupid 

India, Economic Levdep or the East 

Mr Robert A Carry (Cons) said that with India with them it was possible 
that Britain would win the war deusuclv and India's contribution mav in many 
respects have to succeed their own Economic leadership m the East belonged to 
India and not to Japan ‘We have got to use this war to guarantee India tint 
Icadcislup Wc have got to support In Ua m all she does in the economic sense 
One of the tragedies of India is that we often hear what the politician wants to 
do but never what the businessmen of Bombay, Calcutta and Stadias or agncnlturnl 
and forestry experts in the provinces aie doing to try to improve the assets of 
their country’ 


India’s Edtepe 

Replying to the debate, Mr Amery referred to the Viceroy's epeeOi to the 
Indian Central Legislature and said that it represented the very most which with'' a 
sincere desire to hasten forward India's constitutional development was practicable 
consistent with the actual circumstances, catcrnal and internal of the Indian* 
sUiiation Let me diflerentiate between those two aspects the external aspect of tho 
relationship of India to British control in the past and the measure in which 
can be released and internal relationships of the elements m India^ -own 
national life lake the first of those two aspects So far as the future of India’s 
consUtution is concerned wc have declared our willingness that the frarainir of 
India s future constitutional life should be pTimaril> the responsibility of the Indians 
tucmpclvcs, and so far as our own control is concerned, it shnlL onlv be 'limited 
bv due provision being made for those hjstoncal responsibilities which our lonir 
connection with India iiAposc^* 'ihc most Important of those rest onsibilities 
responsibility for defence and consequently ior foreign policy I do not 

deuce of India were declared tomorrow India would still have for a consi^er- 
n c/ use of the Bntish framework in the Indian Sv 

of the Bntiwh troops now ^in India and the mam body of the British Air Force’ 
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while the Indian Air Force grows, and also of the British Navy Is it coneeivable 
that this House would be piepared to put these forces in India at India’s disposal 
without assuring itself of some guarantees as to the use to be made of these forces 
both m India’s external relations and in her internal administration ? lhat at 
any rate is the limitation which does not result from our leluctance to concede 
more power but is inherent in the situation and can only be modified as India 
IS, as I hope she will rapidly be, iii a position to defend herself 

OrFEB, STILL OPEN TO INDIANS 

Let me turn to the more immediate object Does anyone suggest really that 
as a practical measure in the middle of a great stxuggle for existence the a hole 
basis of administiative and legislative power in India should be changed oier and 
tli'it the ddiuiiustrcitiOQ of Indhi*s wflr efiott should be pHced eiitiiely And iiu- 
reseivedly m the hands of an entirely new executive responsible to the Jef^islalnre 
elected foi a very different purpose and under very different conditions ? On 
the other hand, whit is it we have offered ? What is the offer uhich is still 
onen to leaders of political opinion in India ? It xs that they should come to the 
Vicero/s Executive Council not as mere advisers but as ministeis responsible for 
the great departments oE State, and to come into that Council in such numbers 
as to constitute a suostantial majority over the European members of the Viceroy's 
Council 

Surely a body of that sort, even though its piimary responsibility is to the 
Viceroy and not to Parliament, is the body which must carry great weight with 
all sections of Indian opuiion, the Viceroy and with this House, a bod> of that 
sort woiking unitedly together for carrying on of India's war effort would be 
dealing with ^reat issues 

More than that, a step of that magnitude once taken remains Once tbe^ 
principle is established that the Vicerov's Council must consist of the inajonty of 
Indian members that piinciple uatuially remains I legret deeply from the point 
of Mew of the relations between the Bntish Government of’ India and the future 
government of India which will be established, that the Congress should have 
rejected so gieat an opportunity of real powei and lesponsibihty 'Ihere remiins 
the no less important and far more di/hcult problem of the "relationship of the 
various elements in India The future constitution of India must emerge from 
agreement between the mam elements in India’s national life 

Congress Attitude Examined 

Mr Ainery continued I would again point out that to attempt to set up 
at this moment an Executive Council composed of ministers responsible to anyone 
else but the Viceioy would at once raise all those constitution d problems which 
are yet unsettled I must remind the House that the resolution passed at Delhi 
on July 7, for which Congress representatives were responsible, not only asked 
for an unequivocal declaration of complete independence for India, but as an 
immediate step for a piovisional national government at the centre which should 
be such as would command the confidence of all elected elements in the Central 
Legislature and in closest co operation with the responsible Governments in the 
provinces To be peifectly frank, that means a ministry in fact nndei the control 
of the same Congiess executive that called out the Ministers to go from the adminis- 
tration of the piovinces which they would have been quite content to go on 
administeiing to this daj 

Ho Moslem leader would have been prepared to serve under such conditions 
Theiefoie, the only solution at the moment, until we have got neaier to agreement 
on principles, is one in which as individuals, political leaders would join the 
Viceiioy's Executive Council uncommitted as regards the future constitution of 
India and without prejudice ^ rm i. j 

Those proposals were rejected out of hand by the Congress The attitaae 
of the Congiess in this matter is one of ‘all or nothing' It means not merely 
unqualified recognition of India’s independence of India governed by the Congiess 
on Congress lines To accept that position or even to move towards it vyomd at 
once create infinite trouble in India and would go far towards tbi eaten mg all hopes 
of bunging about a self-goveriung India united in some measure at any rate witiun 
itself " Other elements m India have accepted and %eTcomed our geueial proposals 
as to the future shaping of India’s constitutiolH Even as regards the more iniirK^ 
diate policy of the expansion of the Viceroy’s Executive Oonncil it w^ not 
by any of them in principle but only broke down on detail In the case or tne 
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Moslem Lcns^ue Umy bioU do^ru because tbe^ asbed for more cm the 

Executive Council ihm the Viceroy wivs prepnrea to concede and b^ause pinrantces 
demanded ni^mnst the CouKress changing its mind and coming into the Lxccuino 
Council later \Mthont the ^ague’s appro\al also in Ins mcw went loo far In the 
case of the Slahasabha, an orthodox Hindu organisation, thev too put their 
claims too high as a Te]oinder to the Moslem deiuaud, although I bcUeie they 
were prepared to modify them afterwards . , *c 

At any rate these proposals apart from the intransigient attitude ol the 
Congress, have made a real substantial difference to the general outlook m India 
At the same time in mcw not only of the Congress ob}ccUon but of the hesitant 
attitude of other parlies the Viceroy was put into a position of no little difhcnlty 
It was, of course, al^^ays possible for him to fill up an enlarged cxccutne somehow 
with indniduals of high character and abiUtv But that would not ha\e earned 
out our clear desire to associate political leaders of India more directly with the 
Go^e^nmcnt of India during the war , , r . 

It would have dosed the door for a considerable time to come and the Viceroy’s 
ilesuc IS to leave the door open ConscquenU>, he came icry reluctantly to the 
dcci« 5 ion of the Executive Council and the formation of a war adMSory council lor 
the ume being After all the Viceroy’s ob 3 cct can be attained as soon as suflicient 
Tcprcscntaln c elements 6ho>Y their readiness to come in Meanwhile, our wider 
dcclarniiou ns to the future still stands Iherc is nothing today to prc\ent 
serious minded and responsible leaders of the Indian nation coming together and 
beginning to think out among them'^ehes the great problems of India’s toustUulion 
Ml Gordon Jlfacdonnld —Provided thev are not \n ]ail < 

Mr Aj»cri/—lliat depends upon their action but e\cn there they will have 
plcUiy of oppOTiiuutics for coirospondcnce and stiidj At the end of the war 
tho\ could bring forward a constructive thought-out nlau upon winch Indian 
public opinion could work, which could then be converted into actuality with the 
minimum delay 

GtKDHis Pacitism akd W\ii ErroPT 

Any such eftort we are onlv glad to welcome and promote but it is in the 
main a matter for the Indians therascUcs 

Perhaps I mav non return to the action of the Congres*? That body under 
Mr Oandht^s leadership has decided to express its dissatisfaction by a campaign of 
(icdancc of law by instalment I want to be quite sure that this is" not a campaign 
merely to preach (he doctrine of pacifism Ihe Vicerov was willing to concede 
(o 3fr Gandht and Ins followers the same rights of expressing conscientious opinion 
about the war m general ns we concede m this country That, hovreicr, is not, 
apart from the attitude of Mr Gaudln himself, the altitude of his colleagues 
What thcN haie demanded is the right to urge Indians not to recruit, not to work 
in munitions factories or to contribute \oluntary contributions to the war com- 
mittees which, as the noble I«ord opposite said, lia\e been established in almost 
every village in India Tint is a campugn which here or in any other country 
no Go\crnmcnt could entertain in time of war It was launched by an earnest 
and philanthropic follower of il/r Gandht^ rt loba Bhatc, who was sentenced to 
a short term of impnsonmcnt It was to ha\e been followed by Pandit j^chrii, 
howcicr, who outstripped Mr Gandht both m Ume, and I believe, in the character 
of the speeches he made These speeches were \iolcnt and dchbcralcU proiocatne 
and were deliberately aimed at hampering the war effort and did^so lu effect as 
well as m intention 

Lord Winfcrimi --Pt Nehru challenged the Government to arrest him 
■TT Mr ^nertf speech cau’^ed the gravest anxietv to the Go\crnment of the 
United Prounccs I ask the House whether it would ha%e been fair that Govern- 
ment should haic allowed such speeches from a mui of Pt Nehru s eminent 
position to go unpunished while punishing a lesser fry Would it have been fair to 
Indian Ministers in the neighbouring proMuecs who are sliU carrvmg under the 
act of lOJj and arc loyally helping forward the war effort and have Sealt4irm}\ 
with seditious activities ? 

Mr Nfuud’s Sevtfhce " * 

In any case Pandit Nehru’s sentence was a matter not for the execntire bafc 
for the law If the sentence is iudged by him to be excessive he has the rmht of 
appeal In anv case he has hecn iir prison under the ‘A ’ categorv under which 
he IS allow^ books his own quirrters, company of others, frequent letters, per-onM 
interviews and a great many compcnsaticms which deprive him a little except oflitoty 
*)0 
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to go about lepeatuig the speeches he has recently made I would onlr ear in 
conclusion that no body regrets more than the Viceroy and myself that we shmild 
have to deal with this mattei But we haie our duty to mamtam law and order 
paiticulaily sjt the pieseiit time, and ensure that nothing is done to preiiidice the 
^Avar ciioit After all India at this moment is, as we are here, fighting for her rerv 
existence Fox any Go\ernmeut to submit inertly at such a time as this to a 
deliberate attempt either by an individual or a political organization, to weaken 
the xvai edort, kill lecruitment or hinder production would mean in India as it 
would heie an abdication of all claim to be a Government and would mean an 
abandonment of the cause which is India’s cause as well as our own 

Door Sxiiiii Left Open 


Sub]ect to that, the Government of India have no desire in any respect to 
change their policy either towards the Congress oi towaids any otlier paity Our 
proposals aie on rccoid in two White Papers and haxe been widely lecoguized 
as geneioiis, and I cannot see in what direction we could have gone further and 
earned India ivith us Our ofier remains open It is for Indians themselves to 
decide how far they can go in order to avail themselves of the opportunity for 
^ power and responsibility presented to them 

M7 Macdonald —Are we to take it from this statement that his Majesty’s 

Goveinmentrin this country are not going to make any fiuthei efibit whatever to 

case the situation ? 

Ml Ameiy — Tlhc door is open all the time 

Ml Edmund Haney — Is it not possible that the rt hou gentleman 

himself might make an cfFoit for which an appeal has been made from mpro 

than one qmrtei of the House Ihe great diflicuUy is suspicion and misuntTei- 
standing and this cannot be remoxed by White Papers or a governmental 
pronouncement but it might be remoied by the peisonal influence of the SecrelaYy 
of State himself (Intenuption) 

Ther^ aie siispiuons and I think so on the part of the Moslem League 
These suspicions cannot be renio\cd by formal Go^ eminent statements It might 
be possible that if the Secretary of State would make a visit to India and meet 
luform'illy tit the simplest way leaders of Indian opinion he could be^ the means 
of creating confidence which is at pieseat lacking and the lack of which we 
all deplore 

Ml Aincrtj — I am afraid that what I have said this afternoon will have 
been in vain if I have not made it clear that the difficulty lies and suspicion goes 
deeper, as between difteient elements in ludn, than it does between India and the 
British Go\ernment, and while the situation is unchanged, 1 think it would be 
only a fruitless and embarrassing visit for the Secretaiy of State to pay 


Kindred Ideals of Britain and India 
Mr. Amery Raises Watchword of ‘India First’ 

London— 12th December 1940 

Mr L 5 Amenj applied the slogan ‘India first’ when speaking at a luncheon 
in London on the 12th December 1940 Tt is of the essence of poliUcs’, he £aid, hn 
our demociatic age that it is largely governed by slogans, by simple words or phrases, 

^ which sum up a piinciple^ a method or purpose which can be applied to almost every 
situation and which gam strength by constant reiteiation Is there such a slogan or 
watchword which can effectively be applied to the affurs of India in this present 
difficult pinctiire and applied not only by Indians of every community or section 
m their relitions to each other or to the British Government, but also by 
men whether here or in India m their outlook upon the Indian problem and aflora 
equally helpful guidance to all of us ? 

Watchword of ‘India First’ 

‘I believe’ that there is and I am going to be bold enough to submit it for 
your consideration here and mot for your consideration only, but also, if my 
and their sincere purpose cariy that^far, to Indians in their own countiy 
watchword is Tndm firsts Let me say to begin with what I mean by the word 
‘India ’ By India, I mean India as a whole, India as natuie and history have ^ 
shaped, her India with hey infinite dnersity and underlving unitj , India as she 
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m tod-iv nnd (is we Wish her to be in the years to come India like our own 
island lias subjected to mnny influences from without Wave after 
invaders has swept down upon her through her north-western gateway, no doubt, 

eicn Lforo thc^ dajs of the fair skinned northern mstorahsts ii ho gaic to most 

of India her Aryan speech and her most characteristic religious ph'losophy J oi a 
thousind years, Islam penetrated and permeated India not only ns a conquering 
but as a proselytising force 


External iNripcNCES on India 

’None of these influences found any natural barrier to arrest them They 
remained strongest, no doubt, in the regions they first entered hut m varying 
de^Tecs they spread in every direction to India’s furthest confines Bindmsm and 
Islam in \ciy \arying proportions are coterminous over the uholo sub-continent 
What IB more, in the process, history has created in India, in spile of inlinitc 
variations in detail, variations e\erywheie shading luscusibly into each other her 
own distinctive human type nnd in a large measure her own distmctnc way of 
life Ihe last but in some respects the most potent of all these external influences 
has been that of this country exercised upon India, now for ncaily 300 yeais Its- 
clTcct upon India’s racial composition and internal social striicturo has been 
negligible But in the political domain, the eflect has far exceeded that of any 
of^its prcdecessois E\ery pre\iouB rule in India had mc\ilably atten^>ted to Ci^tend 
its authority over India as a whole 

BE^E^T3 or Briiish Eple 

t 

’Ihc Bnlish rule alone succeeded in giving India that polilical unity which 
jB tlip indispensable condition of her fiec and peaceful development It gave to 
India what the Norman conquest gave England a strong ordered adnunIstiatioiL 
It gave what ICngland won for herself in the Magna Carta, the reign of law nud 
a legal svsteni which Indian judges and lawyeis hav ’ mtnbutcd 

to ndminibtcr and to enrich It gave above all in the riot only 

a common medium but a common foundation of politic Indians 

of evciy class or ciecd In that bcubo at least the Brit ndia has 

become an integral pait of her national life and India and England aic today in 
political outlook and aspiration, if not in lacc, members of one political family 
AVhat I want to emphasize is that in these things the political unity of India and 
the development in India of British conceptions of individual freedom nnd national 
self government are intimately connected 

Need or Unitv ^ 


'^Ihc internal unity and peace cnfoiccd by the strong hand of our early 
Norman kings and the external security aflbidcd by our insular position were in no 
small measure responsible foi the growth of freedom in this countiy, just ns the 
absence of clearly defined frontiers, racial or geographical, has fostered autocracy 
and militarism in central Euro))e 

‘Once biokcn up into separate and independent entities, India would relap^^e 
as it did in the decline of the Mogul empire into a welter of contending powers 
in which free institutions would inevitably be suppressed nnd in which no one 
element would have the resources with which to defend itself a^'amst external 
attack, whether by land or by sea “ 


Watchwopd Expluned 

explain what I mean by India What then do I mean by 
India first C I think that I can best convey my meaning in alternative wav/ 
putting mvsclf in the place first of one and then of another of those to whom^ f 
I? commend this vvatchwrd Let me begin by placing myself in the position 
of (I BriiiBh Indinn nnd mernber of the Iluidu conimnnitj, a believer in Tiidnn 
freedom from outBrfe control and in democrncj-Ehnll I Ba> a follo.ier -of llm 
Gonpess or of the Dindu Mahasabha ? What kould India first’ mcmi for 
in that vosilion ? How in that case Bbould I interpret it for myself ? Would it 
not be in some such sense as follows 7 ’If I put India first, tlieii must I not win 
per to mj conception of India s future my Moslem neichbour who is ns essential* 
Ij ijnd necessarily a part of India ns I dm 7 I may Tprefer a democratic sTfilPm 
on the '=iniplc ninjonty ba^is that prciails in Fncland and a ciosclv Unf r^ntlri? 
cd constitution Init slionld thoce preferences stand in the waa° nf 
misc which would enable him to foil llial hfs dommumly w.U L cnl’ojm 
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the future India as real a freedom and as full a derelopment of its individual 
communal and cultural entity as my own ? I may dislike autocracy But sliould 
I therefore exclude from Indian unity Indian autonomy States which are an indis- 

pensable part of that unity and which m their way of life and traditions are the 

^most chaiacteristically Indian parts of India, rather than welcome them and trust 
to time and example to bring about the changes which I might desire ?’ 

Watchword and Indian Moslem 

‘On the other band if I put myself in the shoes of an Indian Moslem, how 
should I then inteipret ‘India first’ I Would it not be m some such wise ? ‘Bound 
as I am to assert the right of my own community to be recognized as a perman- 
ent element in Indifts national hie and not as mere numerical minority am I 
entitled to put that claim to the point o! imposing a veto on all political prooress 
except at the cost o£ a complete bieak-up of Indian unity, ^hich would be eauallv 
disastrous to us both ?’ j 

“What agam would be the meaning of ‘India first’ to the ruler of an 
Indian State ? Would it not be something to this effect Much as I prize the 
piivileged and secure position assured to me by my treaty with the Imperial Crown 
sincerely as I believe that my long-established methods of government make for the 
welfare of my people, have I not a special obligation as a natural leader in India 
to make my contubution m Indian unity by the saciifice of some of my soverei^^n 
powers and by such reforms in the internal constitution of my own state as wtll 
bring It mote neatly m harmony with the political life of India as a whole V 

•Prom every element in India the watchword ‘India first* demands comprehen- 
Bive tolerance and compromise , acceptance of the real India as it exists to-day, 
not the uncompromising insistence upon the immediate and complete realization of 
the theoretical India which any particular element or party has inscribed upon its 
banner So far I have spoken of the issue as affecting the relations between the 
different elements within India itself 


India and Beitain 

‘What of the relation between India and Britain ? what should ‘India first’ 
mean either to an Indian in relation to the Biitish Commonwealth or to an English 
man in his relation to the affiirs of India ? Should it for an Indian mean part- 
nership lu that Commonwealth or severance from it ? Let me answer that question 
by first putting another What would Britain first mean to me as an English- 
man ? 

‘My own immediate duty is to my own country to do what I can to make 
Britain prosperous, secure, honoured among the nations and exercising her influence 
for fieedora, peace and progress in the world At the same time, I know that 
nothing can contribute more to everyone of these objects than the continuance and 
development of that free cooperation with nations essentially kindred in outlook 
and ideals which is the foundation of oui British Commonwealth 

‘The maintenance of that Commonwealth means for us the enlageinent as 
severance would spell the diminution of our freedom Is it otherwise with India ? 
Is that security which ‘India first implies ever possible for India except in assured 
reliance upon some wider partnership ? And where could India find a partnership 
more effective in its support, less exacting in its demands and above all more 
concordant in its character with India’s innate spuitnal outlook as well as with 
the political outlook which the centuries of British influence have implanted m her 
leaders ? Nor is there any conflict between the claims upon my conduct or that 
of any other Englishman in his relation to Indian affairs of ‘British fiist’ and of 
‘Iiidia first’ Believing as I do that the highest interest of Britain lies in the 
sttength and permanence of the British Commonwealth, I know that the strength 
of that Commonwealth and the permanence of that Commonwealth can only be 
based^on the fullest freedom, the fullest developments, the fullest variety of 
individual life in each of its parts 

T think I can claim in all sincerity that it was fiom that point of view that 
the Viceroy made a memorable statement thiee months ago That statement 
outlined ^he "procedure by which Indians can arrive at the agreed framewoik of 
India 8 future constitution It ofiered to Indian political leaders as an immediate 
instalment as wide an effective paiticipation in the government of India as is 
practicable under the eonditions of the present stuiggle for existence and with the 
basis for an agreed constitution still wholly nnseltlcd That offer has for the 
moment been lejectcd^ not becauseat was in itself inadequate but because the spirit 
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of ‘Indn first', the spirit of a«;rcement, of coraproraiBe, of a recop;nition of realities, 
Tvas not strong enough to overcome the insistence on unpractical demanda on one 
Bide or undue suspicion on the other I am not prepared to believe that tnis wui 
be India's final reaction to the olfer winch is still before hei 

'There must be many of e^cry part} and c^e^y community in India, younger 
men with ideals and }ct wide eyed for reality, men of ability prepared to grapple 
avith the sheer intellectual didiciiUieB of the problem, practical men of attairs 
accustomed to give and take, who between them, by patient study and frunk 
discussion, should be able to find a way out of a deadlock between contending 
Indian claims which cannot seivc cither India or that common cause in the present 
conflict winch e\evy Indian knows is as much lus own as it is ours It is to 
them aboic all that I would commend the watchword of ‘India first’ which I have 
made niy theme to you here today ’ 


Sir Tej Bahadur’s appeal to British Statesmen 
and Indian Leaders 


In November 1940 Sir Tej Bahadui Sapni issued a statement in which after 
discussing the situation that had arisen in the country suggested that Mahafma 
Qaiidlti and Mr Jtnnah should meet and have a discusBion with a determination to 
come to some sort of a settlement , that they should also invite one or two leaders 
of the liindii Pabha, the Sikhs and the depressed classes, etc , that they should see 
the Viceroy and press lum to reconstruct foi the period of the war his government 
BO afe To give it in substance the character of a national government, to appoint 
an Indian as Defence Member, to start heavy industiics in India, particularly 
those connected with war, at ns early a date as possible, to revive ministries in 
the provinces or, if that ho not possible, to associate non-oflicnl advisers with the 
administration of the provinces and to establish a War Boaid rcpicBcnling Butish 
India as well ns the Indian States The following is the text of Sti T B Saprtds 
statement — 


Rapid Deteuioratio^t 

In tins statement I propose to draw attention to the situation in India ns it 
has unfortunately developed in recent months It is not my intention to refer in 
this statement to some of the features of Mr -4r7icr7/’s speech deliveicd at the ' 
luncheon of the English Speaking Union, as I propose later on to deal with some 
parts of it which call for very serious attention, not because he has made any 
affirmative lemarks about the future constitution of India, but because he has 
thrown out hints and suggestions, some of which must cause grave anxiety in the 
Indian mind 

The Indian press has been lately drawing pointed attention to the rapid 
deterioration of the internal situation and among the newspapers in India no two 
papers have written more cmpbalically and moie appealingly on the necessity and 
urgency of rc-cstablishing an atmosphere of harmony and cooperation than the two 
leading Anglo-Indian dailies of Galcutta and Bombay It is somewhat significant 
that Mi Fazhil Hxtq, the Piemier of Bengal, has made a public suggestion to the 
ISIusUm League for cxploimg avenues for rapprochment between parties which 
have unfortunately fallen out, but which should in the highest and abiding interest 
of the country do everything that lies in their power to remove the mmsma which 
has so much poisoned the body politic 

hlGhS OF THE TIMES 

It vvill do no good cither to India or to England to ignore the signs of the” 
timc« h nghslimen, vvho think that the challenge, which has been thrown at rllnri 
juncture by certain advanced politicians, who are courting arrest and impnsonmcnt 
^many of whom arc occupying the highest position in the public life of IhVcmS 
and some of whom until last year were running the machincrv of the covernS 
in seven provinces-iB not affecting th niind at large, that fhe masecs 

at 1^0 arc indiflercnt to wbnl is happening in the coiintrv, eccra to me to be nfc 
best taking a very narrow view of the situation -The sentence passed on pLbt 
Joicahartal Nehru has not only attracted nttcntmir in Parliament but fa i n 
fubjrct of gcncial comment nearly ev^rrwhere in India bimilVrlv r 
that Indians, whatever Ihcir political afijlmtion or Dolitmal crew? 
aflccl to believe that the challenge which 
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ment at a junctme like this, is going to do any good to the countiy or that it 
IS going to bung ns nearer the day of the fulfilment of our political aims and 
objects, are, to my mind, decening themselves and sacrificing the permanent 
interest of the countiy at the altai of certain political shibboleths, which howsoever 
good in themselves, are full of dangerous possibilities in limes like these Ihe. 
tragcdj of the situation is that so fai as Na7isiii and Fascism are concerned 
Indian opunon has unequivocally condemned them and indeed it niay be said 
that not a few of the leaders, who find themselves behind the piison bais have 
not only condemned Hitlerism and all that it stands foi but have in some of tbeir 
speeches expressed the hope foi the victoiy of England and the defeat of Germany 
It, therefore, seems to me all the more deplorable that the issue on which they 
should have decided to fight the Government should be the issue of the freedom 
to preach slogans against war effort 'W'hile, therefore, I maintain that no govern- 
ment m the world— foreign or national— can afford to permit speeches or slogans 
calculated to interfere with their war activities, I also feel that the situation which 
has been created by mistakes on one side oi the other, or piobably both, should 
be remedied and as the ‘Statesman’ said the other day, ‘sooner or later there must 
be a settlement, a new appioach on biggei and more hopeful lines’ Uo allow the 
present state of things to continue indefiiuteh is to confess the failure of Indian 
leadership and British statesmanship alike I have no hesitation in saying that 
both hare failed us on this occasion 


Bigger akd more HopEruE likes 

From this side issue, on which relations have broken down, I think we mu^ 
revert to the bigger and more hopeful hues’ So far back as Mry last, I verttuied 
to suggest that the time had come when the different parties in India should 
ariive, for the peiiod of war, at a minimum amount of agieemeut and the one 
issue on which they could unite was that we must do the best that lay in our 
power to win this war and thus secure the safety of India In my humble opinion 
this could only be done by the formation of a national government J^^ow a 
national government might be a government responsible to the legislature or 
responsible to the Crown In the existing cucumstances I did not put forward the 
idea pf a national goreinraent responsible to the legislature, puiticulaily because 
no responsible government could be foimed in the tiue constitutional sense of the 
Vord upon the existing franchise and with important elements kept out of the 
Jegislatiira I thought that a national government, though technically responsible 
to the Crown dining the period of the war, was ceitain to command great influence 
and weight with the legislatuie as a piecuieoi of things to come I was glad to 
notice later on that so far as public opinion was concerned this idea of national 
government held the field It had the support of influential organs of public 
opinion and a iev, mouths ago I understood that weighty non-official British 
opinion also favoured it Of couise I did not know as to how this proposal was 
viewed in ampoi taut official quarters in India or in England It was, however, 
abundantly plain that so far as the official world was concerned, the idea of an 
expansion of the Executive Council at the centre Mas being entertained as providing 
the most hopeful way out of the present difficulties I should have preferred to call 
it a reconstruction of the government 

Expansion of Executive Council 

In August last it was understood that important negotiations about the 
&paiision of the Council were going on between the Viceroy and some leaders and 
hwes were being entertained in high quarteis that the idea would materialise at 
to early date *lhen the news began to trickle down that not only the biggest 
political party in the countiy had turned it down but that the Muslim Lreague 
also was not prepared to accept it It was a matter of common knowledge that 
they were" anxious to know as to how many of the new portfolios woulci tall to 
their share, what the total strength of the Executue Council would-be and 
whether the Defence roitfoho would continue to be reserved or won d be trans- 
ferred to the control of an Indian member Sim daily the Hindu Sabba bad tiieir 
own doubts as to whether they w^re going to get then propci ehare of ^repreHenta- 
tion in the government While I realise the importance of political talks at initial 
stages being kept confidential^ I c/umuf regj’et that no opportunity was 
to public opinion to consider the scheme as a whole, to understand its < 

and its potentialities and the whole thing proceeded as if it was a mMtcr ox bargain 
gr settlement between thiee or four parties and (he rest of the comivy 
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\\i8 not interested in it 
nine incmbers, seven v\ctc 


Possibly i£ out o£ an Evecutive Council of 
Roing to be Indians that would be^ the 


UlIIU JUUIUUUID, 7, I L \ .L .t 

nearest ftppToach to n inUonal {xo\crnmcut eo f'lr as the members wnt, bur it 
tins ^vss gomg to be the basis of the ne\7 scheme it \Yas also necessary to tell the 
public as to ^vhctUcr this extended Esccutuc Council was going to work on the 
basis of collectue responsibility e^cn though that responsibility might for the 
lime being be to the Crown, or whether the induidual membeis of the Govern- 
ment were to function in the words of Mr Amcry ‘not as mere advisers but ns 
Ministers responsible for gicat departments of btates’ It is not in recent times' 
only that emphasis has been 1 nd on collective responsibility One could trace 
Its hiator:> bauk to the sixties of tho last century when &u Charles IVood expressed 
the ojnnion that the members of Council should follow the rule of the British 
Cabinet and even a Sccictaiy of State like Sir Henry Fowlci (afterwards liorcl 
Wolverhampton) insisted that the Goveiiment— whether in India or m Englmd 
—must net as a homogeneous body Why has this point not been made clear so 
far ? 'lo reduce the Lxcculivc Councillors to mere ‘heads of great departments 
of statc^ IS a dangerous principle in constitutional practice and it cuts across tha 
entne sastem of the working of the Executive Council which had been JoUowcd 
until vciy recently and which, I hope, will sUll be followed though the ^ times arc 
diiiuent 

Ax TM)IAN Dnrnxcn Mcmbiir 

Thcic is no doubt in my mind that every section of Indian politicians — 
advanced or model ntc— would expect that undci anv new scheme of icconstruelion 
^f tire executive government, particulaih at tins juncture when evcrvbodY is agreed 
Hint the defence of India should bo slicngthcncd and its resources so developed as 

to be •Jen 1 C cable to Enghiul at least in the Middle East, which we "are told, is 

^ouig to be the determining and tlic deoisivc factor in the fortunes of the war, 

an Indian member should be appointed to hold the Defence portfolio It is 

posbiblc to say that it would be most dangerous to transfer (he control of the 
Defence portfolio to an Indian member specially in times of war as it might 
adcct the poMtion of the CJommandcr in Chief and his undivided responsibility 
It would, however, be by no means impossible to adjust the relations between tho 
Defence Member and the Commvndei in-Cliicf so as to secure cooperation, harwonw 
and speedy work llie assignment of tlie Defence portfolio to an Indian would 
hive a moial value of its own and stake the nnngimtioa of the pcojdc as very' 
few other tilings can I refuse to coiucdc that there are not some Indians who 
could rise equal to the responsibility of the position ^ 

I put forward the idea at the time of the Bound Table Conference in a speech 
of mine and received a substantial measure of support fiom unexpected qiiarteis In 
a joint memorandum which tlic Hi hon Mr M R Jayaha^ and I submitted to tho 
Government in England at the conclusion of the eccond Koimd Table Conference 
and which is now printed in the proceedings of the thud session we sm^-osted 
that during the period of trnrisilion the Army Member, though appointed In the 
Gov crnoi General and responsible to him, should be selected from amou^ ihn 
members of tho LcgmIatiirQ representing British India and the Indian States ami 
we ventured to express the opinion that this could not be regarded as an undnA 
restriction of the discielion of the Governor Genent Later on 1 repeated ilin 
same proposal in a separate memorandum, winch I submitted to the Joint PnrT,n 
mcntnrj Gommittce, and this was further emphasised by the joint momorandM^ 
the oUicr Indian members ^vlnch was presented to (he coramiUeo afTcr " 
nnav from England The Joint Pnilnmentarv Committee, however sav in iv.„t 
roportiuth regard to the Buprrcstions of the British Indian delegation 'that H n 
Govcrnoi General’s choice oiiplit not be fettered in any way and he mnst hr. 
to «clccl the man best htted in his opinion for the post’ It m^st be S„?ber«f 
howeror, that tho report nas written at least five j cars before the war whin ’ 
was no ocenMOn to fate the situation which Ins now arisen nf 
England It will, horcier be noticed that under the scheme of thprr.w'^ i*'l 
1 \ccntive Comuil all the ^Ilnlstcrs would be responsible to the Crown^urinff " (hn 
Mar and not to the Lcuslatiirc and, tnercforc the British Goiernmcnt 
in inv opinion bo incurnn^ any jiraic rnk On the contrary the mSl 
of <ncli a step would be much ere ucr linn the Goiernmentlicrc or 4 iri .i 

rplise Aocnccnnsaj iilnl further tavaliDn mav he neccssarv jn India hlr^ 

obi ions tint It would strensUicn Oic position of die GoTernmont ol ih ^ 
of taxation if people could know that they had their trusted reprccen a{;TcT''“''t 
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meiely in tlie Legislature but also in the executive Government I maintain tint 
If evei theie was a time when public opinion could be roused on the necessity of 
the defence of the countiy and the suppoit of the army, it was this ^ 

Position in Pbovinges 


Today the position is that in seven piovinces of India there are no le'>-isla- 
tures, no ministers and not e\ea members of executive council, as ^as the case up 
to 1937. Indeed, ave have been relegated in some piovinces to the position such 
as it was befoie the Mmto-Moiley Eeforras At the centie ire have an Executive 
Council^ with three Indian members as against foui English Ihere is a jaded 
and stale Legislatine, which meets fitfully and woiks la a mood of suspicion, 
distrust and even open hostility to the olhcial point of view Its lanks may be 
thinned still moie by the time that it meets again in January oi Febinaiy So 
fai as the Executive Council is concerned, it is obvious that the necessity for 
Its expansion has been felt or concede! by the Viceioy and his Majesty's 
Government 

, I personally ha\e always regietted that the governments of these seven 
provinces tendeied then lesignation and I have held, and still hold, that it was 
a fiiBt class mistake which the paity in povvei committed and that mistake in its 
turn has iinfoitunately led to many moie When, however, the question of 
national government was pressed in Pailiaraent, Mi Amcry said ‘To be peifecUy 
flank that means a ministiy in fact undei the contiol of the same Gongiess 
executive that called out the munstiies from the adnnnistiation of the piovinces 
which they would have been quite content to go on admuusteiing to this day'*t 
As a debating point perhaps Mi Amenjs ansvvei might appear to some as telling, 
but in my^ opinion it also betrays a deploiable lack of vision and constiuctive 
statesmanship, ^ 

Collective Elsponsibilitv 

In Jhe veiy next sentence Mi Ameuj went on to say ‘No Muslim leader 
would have been prepared to serve under such conditions 'Iherefoie, the only 
Boliitiott at the moment until we have got neaiei to agreement in ^.piincipie is one 
in wh^cji as individuals political leaders would jom the Viceroys Executive Council 
uncommitted as regaids the futuie constitution of India and without prejudice' Jhe 
emphasis laid on political leaders joining as individuals entitles, I thinl,, one to 
-conclude that the idea of collective icsponsibihty was luled out in the absence of 
the agreement on principles Of course everybody knew fiora the press speeches 
of Ml Amenj and otheis in high qnaitexs that the futuie constitution of India 
was not going to be drawn up now and that wheaevei it would be drawn up by 
Indians themselves a ceitain measine of agieement would be necessary, but suiely 
BIi Amenj could not mean that it was bejond his povveis oi those of his advisers 
to secure a working agreement on ceitaiu piinciples so as to enable the newly 
expanded Executive Council to woik on that principle of collective responsibility 
which It has always been xeqmied to follow and which, I hope, it does follow 
even now# All that we have been told is that the dooi is still open* 


Eegblttablb 

Nothing has pained me more than the remark of Mr Amonj, which I should 
“^not have expected from any Secretary of State, that ‘there is nothing today to 
'^prevent seiious-minded and responsible leaders of Indian nation coming together 
and beginning to think out among themselves the great pioblem of India s 
"constitution’ When Mr G MacDonald mteijected the lemaik, ‘provided they are 
not in jail' Mr AmeTy is lepoited to have said lhat depends upon their actioiL 
but even ’there they will have plenty of oppoitunities foi coiiespon deuce and 
study' Coming as this remark does from the Secretary of State at a juncture 
like this, it IB, to my mind, wooden and indefensible I am no believei in civil 
disobedience — mass or individual — but in fairness to those athong my countrymen 
from wham. I differ— and diffei very strongly— I mainta\n that a remark of tins 
character is not calculated to pour oil over troubled waters The question of 1^^ 
and order is one thing and the discussion of political problems is another f 
not on this plane that one would expect in these times or at any time even ^e 
Secretary of State for India to speak It is somewhat reraarkame that in his 
own speech after saying that the attitude of the Gongiess with legard to the- 
proposals was ‘all or iiotbing*iJ5r Avnerp. himself said that ‘other elements in India 
have accepted and welcom^^ ou^ general^ proposals as to the future shining of 
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Even as regards the more immediate policy of the ppansion 
of tlic Viceroy’s Esecutne Council, it was not rcicctod by any one of them in 
principle but only broke down in detail? In the case of the Muslim 
bioko donn because they asked for more places on the eaecutive than the Atcejoy 
was prepared to concede, and because guarantees demanded against the Congress 
changing its mind and coming into the executive latei without the Leagues 
appioval also went in his view too far If the other elements were so reasonable 
and if the bicakdown of the proposals took place only on questions of detail, tnep 
it IB ivU tlic more regrettublc that Tvliile blaming one political party for adopting 
the attitude of ‘all or nothing*, Mr Amery should ha^e allovfcd liimsclf to adopt 
the attitude of ‘taho it oi leaie it* and that is mainly the reason I hold that 
if Indian leadership has been a failure, British statesman&mp has also been an 
equally great failure on this occasion 

Not too Late to Mckd 

Surely even now it ib not too late to retrieve the lost ground All those who 
are anxious that the energies of this country should not be dissipated in theorcUcal 
discussions or mancciivring for positions or ui trying to Ba\e the prestige of one 
parly or the other, including the Go\ermnent, are ansiouB that Bomething shoulu 
be done to repair the mischief uhich has already been done I am, there- 
fore, glad that the Buggeslion has emanated from Mr Fazlxd Huq 

that the Muslim League should take the initiatue rn trying to bring about rappro- 
tb;ncnt As one who belio\cs smceroly in the necessity of a rapprochment— and 
a genuine lapprochment — between the Hindus and the Muslims, I welcome Ibis 
mose 1 bchme that when the interests, not of this party or that party, but of 
the whole country aie inrolvcdt both the Mahatma ana Mr Jinnah will recognise 

that they owe it to the country at large that they Bhould meet each other at least ^ 

at this criUcal juncture and try to remove those misunderstandings which arc in ^ 
the main respousiblo for our present position Intermediancs on an occasion of 
this character cannot he so useful ns direct personal contact This is not an occa- 
eiou m opinion when either of them can refuse to meet the other and talk to 
each other in that large hearted fashion, which the best interests of tho *ieountry 
require them to do If once the> meet and come to an> definite conclusions, I bco 
no reason why both of them should not seek to remove the misunderstandmgB 
ruth the Viceroy or why the Viceroy himself should not take the initmtne lean 
recall a similar Bilimlion haung arisen as far back as 1921 I remember that it 
was during the progress of the non-cooperation movement that a conference between 
the then Viceroy, Lord Reading, and Mahatma Gandhi and certain other leaders 
was to take plate It is unfortunate that it did not come about, but the point is 
that it was to haie come about while non-cooperation was in full progress 
Similarly in 1930 conversations were agam started with the full knowledge and 
consent of Lord Irvun between Mahatma Gandhx^ then in the Yeroiada jail, and 
certain other distinguished leaders and from stage to stage Lord Irmn was kept 
fully apprised of them Tho documents of that time are now public properly 
Agam in 1931 when the Irwin-Gandhi Pact or Agreement was issued on the 5th 
of March 1931, the first article said that 'consequent on the conversationB that 
have taken place between his Excellency the Viceroy and Mr Gandhi it has 
been arranged that tlie cud disobedience movement be discontinued* It was only 
in 1932 that ^rd Wdltngdon in reply to a letter of Mahatma Gaudht said that ns 
the latter had been away from India, he believed that he had perBoinlly no share 
m the responsibility for, nor that he approved of the recent activities of Ihe 
Congress m the Iinited Provinces and in the North-^Ycst Frontier Province -»If 
this IS so, said the letter of the private secretary to tho Viceroy, ‘he is wdhng lo 
BCO you but his LvccHcncy feels bound to emphasise that he will not be prepared 
to discuss with voii that measures which the Government of India with tlic full 
approval of Ins alajcstv s Government have found it necessary to adopt Bengal 

Instances of a siraihr character could bo multiplied both from Indian Iiistorr 
filo I } ventured to refer to them only because I hope that 

^ J that the I^Iabatma has decided— and as I frankly think most wnfoxUmately 
quar^ters disobedience ^ will not influence decisions m high 

Suggestions I 

My Biiggestions, therefore, arc — , " > 

(a) Ihat the Mahatma, jn whom all the pow^fi? and functions of the Cnurt-rpccj 
arc at present centred and 2Ir Jirmafi '•should meet &id meet promptlj and dilcuss 
ol 


402 IDEALS OF BRITAIN & INDIA [ allahabad- 

tliings m a free, open and large-hearted manner vrith the hsed determination that 
they must come to some sort of a settlement , 

(b) That not only should they meet between themselves but they should also 
invite 0^ two leaders of the Hindu Sabha, the Sikhs and the depressed classes 
etc , and I would make an earnest appeal to them ]ust as I would to Mr Jtnnah 
that in the larger interests of the country the spirit which should permeate them* 
m their discussions should be different from that which permeates in public Jibcub- 
Bions It will do no good at this pncture and certainly not promote the objective 
of unity or settlement to ask whether it is right or wrong to make the future of 
India dependent upon the will or the vote of the minorities We must take the 
situation as it is at present 

(c) They must also see the Viceroy and press on him 

(i) to reconstiuct for the period of the war his government so as to give it in 
substance the character for a 'national government’ Fiom a practical point of 
view it IS entirely immaterial by what name you call it, whether you call it a 
‘national government’ or a ‘national executive’ or mereh an ‘executive council’, the 
essence of the whole thing being that the number *of non-official Indians, who 
command the confidence of large sections of the people, in whose honour and 
judgment the country can trust, should be pieponderantly Urge 

(ii) That with the advent of the new Gommander-in-Ghief or even before, an 
Indian Defence Membei should be appointed as the moial efifect of that on the 
imagination of the people will be immense, and m my opinion Government in 
agreeing to it will be reviving the faith of the country and lemoving the sense of 
fiustration, which m the last analysis is affecting the entire psychology of the 
countiy 

(ill) They should press on the Viceroy that heavy industries, particularly 
those connected with the war, including the manufacture of aeroplanes should be 
started at as early a date as possible even though Whitehall may be unwilling for 
one reason or another, and tell him plainly that the plea that technical experts are 
not available or cannot be got from elsewhere is looked upon even by the friends 
of Government as a plea of obstiuction or delay, which can bring no conviction 
to the Indian mind 

(iv) They must also draw attention to the present constitutional position in 
the piovmces and tell him that if the old Ministries cannot be revived or cannot 
work smoothly an attempt should be made with the goodwill of all to establish 
mixed or coalition ministries and even if this attempt fails nonofficial advisers 
should be associated with the admimstratiou of the provinces simultaneously with 
the reconstruction of the central Government, and lastly, that the War Board, 
which alone can at this stage bring British India and Indian States together on a 
common platform be established provided it is going to be a live and active board 
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Hon ble Sir Shah Stilaxman^ M A , ll n , d sc , Judge, Federal Court, and Yice- 
Chancellor, Aligarh TJmversity, at the Sixteenth All-Indn Educational Ckinference 
(under the auspices of the All-India Federation of Educational Associations) held 
at Udaipur on the 27th December 1940 

Chairman of the^Eeception Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen — 

It IS both a privilege and an honour to be elected to preside over the All- 
India Educational Conference at Udaipur, histone town of great antiquity, which is 
justly proud of its glorious past The holding of its Session at this beautifnl and 
picturesque city has attracted Delegates from all parts of India in large numbers 
The invEation so graciously extended to the Conference is evidence of the patronage 
of His Higbuess the Maharana, who is the most revered of all the Ruling Princes 
of Kajputana All the Delegates are particularly grateful to the Reception Committee 
for the layish hospitality so kindly offered Our special thanks are due to Dewan 
Bahadur ^Sir T - Vtjayaraghavacharya, MBE, who combines in himself ^th^' 
qualities of a scholar, an educationist and an administrator of great ability, -^d no 
leSB to the other organizers of the Conference 

I feel that the responsibility of presiding over such a distinguished assembly 
is ^ heavy But I count on the support of so many expert educationists, _who at 
great inconvenience to themselves have come here today from all over the connfry>'» 
to discuss the numerous intricate problems vitally affecting the education of India's 
younger generation These important problems need a more careful examination 
here than anywhere else m the world Expert knowledge and technical ability are 
xequired to prepare a well-planned scheme for their solution This great burden 
must ^naturally fall on this representative body An august gathenng of expert 
educationists like yourselves is in the best position to tackle and solve the vanous 
difficult problems that have arisen The resolutions passed by you are bound to 
carry great weight with all whom they will concern An All -India institution like 
this Conference can command a general outlook over the entire £eld of education, 
evolve a scientific method in education, systematize accepted pnnciples, and yet 
leave the minor details to be worked out differently by men on the spot according 
to the varying needs of the various Provinces and States 

We are meeting today under the shadow of a great war, started by a lust for 
aggression on all weaker countries, that have the misfortune to lie in the neigh- 
bourhood of the aggressor To our shame, the first half of this Century, 
notorious for two major wars, will go down in history as an age of false 
propaganda, terror and blackmail The future historian in analysing the genesis of 
these World Wars will visualize the modern world as a helpless victim of a rule 
- of brute force and aggrandizement India is, indeed, very fortunate m being far 
away from the scenes of brutal conflict But when woild events are moving so 
fast, and circumstances changing so rapidly, our duties are by no means light, 
and It 16 not difficult to see what our obligations must be 

' * We have known the problem of educating the young to vary from generation 

to generation, but we now find that it varies even from country to county 
Educational policies have not only been readapted to the changed conditions of the 
"w environments, but have been altogether moulded by the varying whims of 
dictatonal minds To our horror, we notice that in some countiies education has 
been made aubaervient to transient political doctnnes, political ideas have been 
introduced as accepted tenets, and adherence to party programmes enforced la the 
education of thb youth of riie country The whole aim of education there is - to 
regimen tize the young, and a determined effort is made to ensure that this end is 
achieved All ideas except those which fit in with the political theories in force are 
sedulously excluded, and only ■such notions as can harmonize with the promulgateu 
/ dogmas are allowed to be instilled into the minds of the younger folk In ^tiiis . 
»way the advance of a partfoular political cause is secured, and also fully i^suiea 
for the future* The excuse for such totalitarian methods is the proclaimed aim 
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that education means a preparation for true citizenship, so that the 

in schools mnst be a period of apprentireship m the 

aside in the attainment of such a national object, 

interest of the nation as a vhole In Bucb a rabid scheme, development o 

Indmdual talents, groivlh of indnidoal ideas, liberty of thought and re^^^^ 
erpression are completely denied and effectively suppressed A ^'Eid 
based on coercion, and if necessarj actual physical force, is systematically entorc^ 
fichoolB have been converted into centres of military training and are mn antn no. 
Other object in view except to ensure fitness for ultimate military service^ 

It IS needless to state that education Is the greatest concern of the people ot 
a country, as its future destiny must largely depend on the system of education 
designed for it Education is undoubtedly an insepaTable part of the entire national 
life of a country , it is an integral part of the whole social and political labnc^ 
During the last decades the Science of Eucation has developed to a rcmar^blo 
decree, and become a big Scince in itself It is now comprehensive enough to 
embrace most of the arts and sciences in a general way, with special attention being 
focussed oh the main question how those subjects can best be taught 

India IS a sub continent, inhabited by nearly four hundred million people 
and though rich in resources, it has the misfortune of being considerably hahipercd 
by an appalling degree of illiteracy prevailing among its people Our increasing 
population, with its expanding needs, multiplies the educational problems facing 
this country, and even humanity at large It is an ambitious idea* to Uiinlc'*of 
la.’Ving down one common form of education for all the classes of peofde and for 
the uhple country The time-honoured system which sufiTiccd for the pa’^t 
generation ma> not necessarily satisfy the needs of the present gener^ifon Perhaps 
a new Ahd specific projjrnmme for the education of our children and» our ybnlhs, 
IB now called for, whicii would equip them better with knowledge -'abd training^ 
to face the hard struggle of life that lies ahead of them The problems eefnfronfi^'g' 
us today are varied, and in some respects diff’erent from those which were' colred 
years ago In the light of the new complexities in which we arc now inrolvtd, a 
new angle of vision is required from which they must be examined, so that ' their 
solutions may Le thought out anew The method of evolving a new system mfist 
nccefisarily be difiicult , and so long as the experiment has not been tried, 
honest differences of opinion can prevail and views can be even widely divergent 

Life today 13 fuller and more varied than it was when the old policy of 
education was formulated The old system designed for a dificrent purpose has 
now become absolutely out of date, and is incapable of meeting die requirements 
of modern Indian conditions It has therefore to be replaced by a national system 
of education more suited to the genius of the people of this country But while 
a drastic change m the educational policy of India may be urgently required it 
does not necessarily follow that there should be a complete change in the system 
all at once Sudden and abrupt break with the past has its own pecnlinr disad- 
vnnlngcs The old svBtcm was the result of an evolution and long, experience 
Undoubtedly, it has failed in many respects , but it has, nevertheless produced 
men of learning and ability who have become leaders of renown in many walks 
of life In Iminching a new scheme we should not be overenthusiastic but must 
proceed with caution and restraint No forward step should be taken without the 
reabzation of its full implications 

As a non-professional, I feel that it would be presumptuous on my part fn- 
express dogmatic opinions on the great questions which are exercising the minHl 
of the educationists of the country, on which there may not be nnanimiTv ^ 
tlicrcforc need offer no npoloCT for departing from the OBiial prachee ^ 
attempting to refrain from expressing categorical omnioiiB^ nnit r * 

mulating a fovr problems to provohe discussion and invite considered thought^ 

« » Trc-Seliool tducafton Considerable attention is naturally being focussed nn tl.of 
part of education nliich is in the bands of teacbers wbptbPT%r> 

Uluvcisrrres Hut the foundation of ckcaliorm reS^^^ 
homevrong before children grow up to be adm°ncf to Shools Ohe mnorinup^ 
of preschool education is not fuliv realized •as it ir cnnitiHprrjfi tn ^ 1 portanco 
of parents, whoso primary dutv it if to bnnV u^ S,r 
surroundings with a bacbgroiind of good habits Ad noMe traditmn " Cvpi"'^ 

Of our primary education is the po.ertj Sd dlJefacy of theS^rage parLtf^hml 


in healthy 
.Even affor 
are 



406 


EDUCATIONAL PEOGEESS IN INDIA 


[ TOAiPtm—- 

accounts for the iDBanitary houBicg conditions and unhygienic modes of living. 
If we are anxious to reach the ignorant parents, a big programme of Social Service^ 
sponsored and worted by enthusiastic bands of eelfiess devotees, prepared to go 
from home, even on the countryside, is wanted If that is to be the aim, then the 
enormous magnitude of the task will call for an AlMndia effort, embiacinc^ a 
countrywide activity The Indian States, which comprise one-third of this great 
country and which have such close geographical, economic and cultural relations 
With the Indian Provinces, will not like to be left alone We have to pnll together 
all available resources in men and money, direct a uniform progressive policy, 
under the control of a central organization, with branches all over the country’ 
Experts who have devoted considerable thought to such social Bervice and gained 
-experience of the actual working would be in the best position to settle the details 
of a scheme to be launched 

Primary Education Vocational bias has undoubtedly to be given to pnmary 
education in the new system , but literary and vocational "training have to go hand 
in hand, as vocational training can be no substitute for hteiary training Of late 
years, a distinct impetus has been given to vocational training in the new primary 
schools But has not vocational bias in the scheme, that was recently intioduced, 
been over-emphasized at the expense of literary instruction ? Is not the whole 
conception of making primary schools either self-supporting, or able to cover the 
major portion of their expenditure, entirely impracticable ? Will not an excessive 
stress on the economic value of the articles produced by the young children lead 
to the exploitation of then labour ? Would not that impel teachers to show a good 
output by over-working young students ? We must guard against allowing the 
school atmosphere to become over-saturated with the economic aspect to the' prejudice 
of the cultural and the educational Schools are not to be converted- into little 
" manufactories employing child labour I an conscious that chief criticism on purely 
theoretical grounds is easy So let there be a fair trial before the final decision 
IB reached 

■) 

Jldult Education The problem of primary educatiom^ cannot be satisfactorily 
solved without tackling at the same time the equally important problem of Adult 
.Education If we want to get nd of illiteracy, even by a scheme of universal 
compulsory primary education enforced at once, it will take several decades tb^ore 
we can succeed Illiterates forming ninetythiee per cent of this vast population 
cannot be educated by a simple extension of pnmary education, unless we approach 
the adults as well Should not Adult Education be worked in co-ordination with 
and as a necessary part of the primary education scheme 

• In spite of tlie great efforts that have been made dunng the last few years, 
the Adult Education movement has not been such a great success as was expected 
— -May it not be that to achieve real success the scheme should be run on 
vocational lines ? It is essential to create an interest in the adult so that their 
enthusiasm may not fade away Would not their interest be kept up if the books 
written for them relate to special occupations in which individual students are 
pnticulaily engaged ? Should not books therefore he specially prepared for adults, 
very much different from those for young boys and girls, as the mental attitude 
and qapabihty of the two types markedly differ ? Our everyday experience shows 
a clear distinction in rural and urban outlook Should not difierent kinds of books 
be prepared for adults who are to be taught in urban and rural areas ? The All- 
^Tndia Adult Education Conference, over the first Session of which I had the honour 
to preside, stressed the need of a strong vocational bend being given to the scheme of 
adult education If organizers of this great movement woik with energy and enthusiasm 
needed for the task, there need be no doubt that the scheme will soon make head- 
^ way and prove a landmark rn the educational uplift of this country But the work 
to be done is so great and the ambit of actnity so vast, and above all the diflicul- 
ties and obstacles so enormous, that we should not expect an easy or early re^rn, 
nor should we be discouraged by failures aud disappointments Our immediate 
need is the careful preparation of a comprehensive plan suited to modern, require- 
ments That IB the first essential, as our future success will depend on thejnerits 
of -our programme no less than on the sincerity and enthusiasm of our work^ 

Secondary Education A reorientation is equally needed when we pass 
the primary stage Vocational instruction m the secondary schools is 
appropriate Multiplication of industiial schools is therefore badly neeaed xne 
existing schools have been catering for those wishing to prosecute their studies up 
to the University standard, but the majority cannot afford to do so Government 
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oTices can no longer absorb all ^he Matriculates that are turned out Attention 
must accordingly bo directed more to industrial, ngiicuUnral and commerual 
actiMtics All this means education of a new type altogether Rut this cannot 
be brought about by a wholesale conversion of the e\i6ting High k>chools into 
Poly technics gi\ing vocational education wo would certainly be qnaUt}ing 
bovs and girls foi various occupations after leaving school But would that not 
di‘>qualify them for piosccuting their studies further ? As it le, the standarcl or 
geneinl knowledge possessed b> Matriculates is very low for training at a Univer- 
Bity Would It not make things woise if a good deal of time now spent on literary 
and scientific education weic cut out and devoted to technical instruction Y Is not 
the onl> practical course to have a set of parallel institutions, one giving literary 
and scientific education on the existing lines, and the other purely vocational edu- 
cation ? Undoubtedly, this will mean a bifurcation m the secondary stage But 
IB thcie really any other option, when the aim of education diflcrs according as 
the object is to enter life for earning a living oi to pursue knowledge further 7 


liitermediato Colleges Ihe position of the Jnteimedmto Colleges raises another 
controversial question When the oldei Univeisities wcie fiist established the> had 
cliaige of Intermediate classes as well So long as the nurabei of students remain- 
ed limited, there was a particular advantage in such a sjstem, as a bctlcr class 
of teachers were cntuistcd with the teaching work When the number became largo 
paiticulai> so in Bengal, the Intermediate classes became unmanageable Uho 
Calcutta University Commission made claboiate recommendations for reforming 
the system of Secondary and University education in Bengal The Calcutta 
Umvcisity itself, for which the recommendations were meant, did not accept them 
at all , nor has it adopted them in great haste, and in some cases perhaps 
with later regret The recommendations were taken over cn bloc uilhoiit 
thoroughly examining their suitability to the different Provinces TJic modern 
tendency certainly is to take away the Intermediate classes from the UnivereUies, 
and form them into separato Intcimcdiatc Colleges But has not the renioial of the 
Intermediate classes from the University atmosphere inevitably lowered the efondard 
of Upucrsity education itself ? Can the separate staffs requued for the Intermediate 
CoUegcB be as eRicicnt as the University staffs, viho are of couzse better qualified 
andanore highly paid ? Will not the salutary influence of association with advan- 
ced bliidcnts disappear, and Intermediate Colleges tend to become glorified High 
Schools ? Is not the pciiod of two years left for an ordinaiy Unucrsity Degree 
too short for a student to benefit from the University training and culture, and to 
imbibe n true Unnersity spiiit ? 

A middle course is to split up the Intermediate classes, transferring one to 
the Bciiools and adding the other to the Unnersity Just as m the past a laigc 
incTcasc in the number of students necessitated the establishment of Intermediate 
Colleges at various centies, away from the Universities, a similar incrensc may m 
course of time necessitate the adding of the eleventh class to the Schools This 
will not only raise the standard of school education, making Matriculates better 
equipped for^ employment, but also allow at the same lime a period of full three 
yeirs for stay at a University 


Unlvcrailjos University education furnishes varied problems on which there 
arc marked differences of opinion On the one hand, there is an insistent demand 
that education up to tho highest stages must be thrown open free to all nerBoim 
wishing to prosecute their studies On the other band, we are warned that in view of Urn 
huge population to be dealt with, such a course would be impracticable Even if on^ 

nor oont wore fn ho rrirAn Vii nrlmi* ^ j j-ocii li une 


1 urc lacc lo lacQ wiiu tuc Ditter truth that for a big country 
India free UrnicTsm education for nil. the rich and the poor alike. 
the expense of the State, is a sheer impossibility A line has to be” nt 

Btasc «p to yhich the Statemnst bear the ivhole cost, and at another 
which tiircc fourths of the cost must be paid, and a stage where Xut half ^ 
ehonld bo met With the growing number the burden of Kne half 
of Universitv education must fall on the parents and guardians^ of 
thcmseUcs At the same time, when priiate benefaction nn i ° Etudents 

£ate"lwl?° ^>>ivcrsitj ,n India can maintain itself without generous 'clZmAlat ol 
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tionate grants for the three grades For a country, like India, with its meaere 
resources, the scale of expenses is much too high The cost of education is cS 
up year after year and is bound to increase steadilj. All the same the fees mid 
by students are still low as compared to the fees in Europe , and yet salaries of 
the higher teaching staff are comparable The expenses per student which the 
Univeisities have to incur are disproportionately high when the total number of 
students that are taught is considered The figures when worked out for some 
departments would show that a very much larger number of students can be 
educated if scholarships were awarded for study elsewhere, where there are special 
facilities, instead o[ maintaining those departments 

There is an incessant claim of a large section of students for a reduction m 
fees, but the scale of fees that are to be charged has to bear some relation to the 
scale of salaries of the teaching staff Fees cannot be reduced until Government 
grants are increased or rich philanthropists make large endowments, or there is a 
diastic reduction m the expenses It may take a long time befoie we have in this 
countiy private benefactois offeiing generous help in a large measure to compare 
with any such trust as the Cainegie Foundation for the Advancement of Science 
What IS then the solution 7 Is the present system of offering the same facility to 
all classes of students really sound ? Should every student, no matter whether 
he has pioved his worth or not, receive the same encouragement 7 Can theie be 
thiee^ Kcales of fees — freeships for first class students, half fieeships (equal to the 
existing, scales) for those of the second class, and even higher fees foi thosa of 
the third 7 - 


With the re-organization of university education and the establishment of so 
many residential Universities, the system of tutorial instruction has been introduced 
unnerBally in all the depaitments In theory there can never be any doubt as to 
its gieat utility , its excellence cannot be denied But m practice its success depends 
only on the smallness of the groups taught at a time and the reasonable frequency/ 
of their being taken It become a faice if the turn of a group comes once in 
several months The whole benefit is then lost, and the time spent on the tutorial 
classes almost wasted In India we have to deal with a large students popi^aiion 
and yet owing to financial difficulties we cannot afford to provide a irtge - 

teaching staff While one Professor can lecture to a class of 50 students^^ 
period, five Professois are requiied to take tutorial classes in groups of ten -^Uoes 
not the economic aspect of the new system need a re examination 7 

The multiplication of Umveisities in India is sometimes unhesitatingly 
condemned , but can that be avoided when the number of students is so large, and 
Idhg distances make Universily centres inaccessible to the poorer students 7 To cut 
down expenditure the remedy of reducing the number of departments is suggested 
But IB there really so much duplication 7 In most Indian Univeisities the number 
of Bub]ects actually taught are strictly limited, and constitute the essential branches 
of knowledge difficult to , dispense with When compared with the very large 
variety of subjects taught at big Universities like Oxford and Cambiidge, they are 
very few indeed Can any of the important subjects be omitted from the B A 
Syllabus ? As regarts post-graduate research work, there may perhaps be some 
scope for specialization at separate University centies For such higher work, 
cannot the Univeisities by mutual arrangement decide how much should be common 
to all and how much special to some 7 

The profession of law is already over-crowded and there is no prospect of a 
demand by the profession for the production of a large number of law graduate 
year after year Most students flock to the law classes as a last resort, simply 
because there are no other openings for them As the law departments ate a good 
Source of income, no restiictions aie placed on the admission of students to these 
classes In contrast with this, the demand is bound to increase for trained 
teachers With the expansion of primary and secondary education, many private 
institutions will spring up ready to absorb tiained men and women And yet 
strict restrictions aie imposed on -admission to the training classes Even the 
Benaies and the Aligarh Universities, although enjoying an All-India states, and 
drawing men and women from all over the countiy, restrict the number, and do 
not increase the staff The figures for any year would show that haidly l/8th ot 
the total numer of applicants are admitted IThe rest are refused trauiiug 
excuse that there is no room for them in the profession of teaching The can^dates 
fat the best judges oi their own interests, and they offer to pay full fees m advauce,- 
if necessary, just to ha allowed training for one year And yet professedly for tue = 
sake of efficiency we deny to them the^opportunity of improving^ their^quauhcations. 
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Eflicicncy is good, but should it be coupled irlth a denial to our young graduates 
of the chance of getting themselves trained ? , 

The test of clhciency is applied in a curious way If there are OW candidates 
npphing for admission to the BT classes, they arc first subjected to a fre^h 
examination and also an intcrMCW , and then after a strict selection about uU 
candidates are finally chosen They arc made to undergo a very intensno triining 
foi a whole year, both in theory and practice And yet the results are siirpiising 
Most of tno iiaining Colleges pride thcmsches on the idea that just two or^ threo 
students manage to get a first class and they look down upon institutions where 
a larger numbei secure GO pei cent of the marks Is it a matter of pride or regret 
that, in spite of the strict selection and in spite of bard work, the teaching staffs^ 
fail to make even half a dozen students secure 60 per cent of the marks ? Should 
we feel elated, or rather mal o a frank confession of failure ? 

One frequently hears the remarks that the etandnrd of University education 
has gone down, but this is true in one respect only There has been a detenoralion 
in the knowledge of the English literature and the command over the English 
language , but the reason is obvious The present system bad its origin in the old 
da>s when at first the main object was to produce English knowing graduates, 
and oiilj later the model of the big Universities in England was followed English 
literature has continued to be a compulsory subject up to the B A standard i^TIiq 
G overnment services can no longer absorb all the graduates Specialization in 
other subjects also has therefore become necessary With the introductioti of 
v^irfiaeulars as the media of instruction in the schools, the teaching of English 
has sufibred , as vciinculars displace it in the higher classes, it will suffer still 
more I^or jiroficiency in English, the modern student, who is devoting moro time 
to other Subjects, cannot compare with those of the older generation who pridecf 
themselves on their knowledge of English 

h>jglish language is certain I j necessary for the acquisition oft Western 
Ivuow ledge , but a study of the English literature stands on a slightly dihtrdnt 
footing bhould English literature be a compulsory subject for all under graduates ? 

doubt, the making of English literature optional would eeriouBly aficct their 
kifowkHlge of English But would that not give them a little more time to acqniio 
oth^ knowledge ? Which course is better ? Conditions m India have been 
iliflhrdhtr J'nd Lnghgh literature has had to be a compulsory subject But there is 
baldly a precedent to be found for this anywhere else General English must of 
course be compulsory But should test books continue to be prescribed for tho 
B A csamination, which students cram up with the help of glossaries ? Should not 
a much larger number of books be recommended for general reading and papers set 
on their general knowledge of English ? English mav remain compulsory up <o 
the Intermediate standard but is there any good reason why a student should bo 

compelled to take up English literature as one of the three subjects at the BA? 

1 f a change were made, would not the time taken up in the study of English 

literature be utilized in acquiring moro general knowledge? Will not Everyday 
Knowledge widen a students outlook, enlighten his mind, and make him bettor 

equipped for the hard struggle of life ? Will it not, even if made corapulsorv be 
more popular with the studentB? ** 

It seems strange that our graduates’ knowledge should be eo deficient in 
Evervday Knowledge and Lvcrvday Science Can a graduate be considered an 
accomplished gentleman, who has not even a rudimentary knowMge of the 
clemcnls of History, Geography, Politics, Economics etc , on the Arts siac and of 
Phy sicB, Chcmistrv. Biology, Botany, Agriculture etc , on the Science side ? The 



dav Eludcnts sliow little inclination to read daily newspapers for news, and weeklies 
for viewB Is there anv better way of encouraging them to do so than cettinir 
questions on cvenday cvcifts ns a part of the paper on General Knowledge? 

Unnn ft L to the. stock of modern knowMge has not 

been ak much ns could have been desired Does there exist any real impetus for 
which IB the root cause of the progress o^ -4he "Westenr countries ? 

be not given by providing special increments in salaries 
Aulomafic rccogmzed merit, instead of letting them 


remain 


^Tnnt: of the cxistiHg sysfcm of e’^aminations Examina-' 

hone feared as being the cause of iH-digcsted cramming. JBut no better subsU- 



410 EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN INDIA [ poona- 

tiite lias yet been found If results were left entuely at the discretion of the class 
teacbeis, it >\ould fail to inspire confidence But the present system can be modified 
to some extent and memouzing reduced to the minimum, if for UimersUy 
cxaminatiohs partial access to standard books weio peimittcd For instance, in the 
Law examinations access to the bare Acts would be useful, and questions can then 
be put to test the intelligence of the examinees rathei thin their memory Access 
allowed to books in the examination hall uill reduce cramming considerably 

Unifoimity of standard is attempted to be seemed by employing foreign 
examiners foi University examinations, but that has not proved to be really 
effective Could not some welLrecognized system of exchange of professors be 
feasible, which could be followed in a legular and methodical way, as a part 
of the natuial life of the Universities, with aiiangeraents for the accommodation 
of such teacheis as are transferred ? 

When other professions are closed because of overcrowding, the piofession of 
education is in dangei of becoming the last resort of the unemployed graduate 
But with a rapid growth of education in this \ast and populous country, the need 
of teacheis will increase immensely, furnishing more openings foi employment 
There is no ground for the modern teacher to be in any way disappointed oi feel 
humiliated in comparison with membeis of some othei professions It is a human 
^veakness to look with envy at the successful piactitioners at the top of independent 
professions of Law, Medicine or Engineeuug, forgetting that those aie but a tew 
out of thousands of uiisnccessfiil stmgglers m life There are hundreds and 'even 
thousands among members of such piofessions who would piefer a settled and 
peaceful life ns a teach ei in an established educational institution, if such an 
oppoitunity were oBeied to them Theie is no reason for teacheis to be disheartened, 
as there is a great fiituie for them They have lu then hands the moulding of the 
youth of India 

The ever-increasing unemployment no doubt presents a seiious problem for 
solution, and calls upon us to deMse a scheme of national economy which may 
mitigate some of the evils lesuUiug from the present system of distiibution ot 
wealth Blit India is fsuly rich in raw raateiials and productnity of its spil A 
wade vista of potentialities is open foi the utilizition of its *natuial resoiirqes Our 
country is at the threshold of a great economic and industual de^-elopraent^ A arew 
impetus foi industrial enterprise has been given to it m consequence of JVar 
exigencies We have to use all the resources at our command, and devel&p our 
basic industries We should endeavour to occupy a nobie position side by side 
with other advanced countries of the world 

The young generation is the hope of our country and real progress can be 
assured by educating them on the light lines Ihe futuie destiny of India can be 
shaped only thiough education I am confident that this Educational Confeience 
will after deliberation amve at definite conclusions of far reaching importance, and 
its lesolution, broad-based on sound theories, wuU guide the shaping of a right 
policy of educational reform for the future. 


The A. 1. Muslim Educational Conference 

51st. Session — Poona — 28th December 1940 

- Governor’s Inangural Address 


A tribute to the cnltuial bnckc:round ot the Muslims, stretching hack for 
jnany ccntuii s, was paid by H E the Ooternor of Bovihay in his inaugunl 
speech at the 51st session of the All-India Muslim Educational Confeience held 
at Pooria on the 28th December 1940 . 

The Conference was held at the spacious pandal erected in the compound ot 
the Anglo-Uidu High School, the hon Mr A. K Fazltil Huq presiding Over 
seven hundred delegates from all over India, besides prominent provincml otncials 
and non-officials attended the session His Excellency Sir Roger Lumley^ Governor ot 
Bombay, inaugurated the Conference 
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H.8 Excellencv -‘TNo^proper due 

w 'BSuTS.''pb& SyirTbc gTniifof'^i’ to Au'ceuS 

Uie cion of the ■Ummnjid ond Ric Abb^m nges ^ Por sevcrnl centuries, 

ifcrKs. Ibn Batutn and Al ,",fd"c,.lturf^ Later to the acble^eInentB 

Arabic was the mam ^ mankind bequeatbed bj the great 1 cBsian 

of that language “‘’^nV^Pcrsian authorities who cmplored the *^Bautiful and 

writers Tbese Arabic and icrHan uu ^ In logic and in 

supple languages of the Muslim Krital and imaginative power, tbcir 

scientific arrangement of ideas ns wcl , . ^ gg^d of Greek and Roman 

works bnie fen u'als ca ro Alepo, Cordoba, Baghdad and Bokhara 

scholarship took ^oo n Damascus Cmr^ t,,, enjoying 

and bore a rich and luxunant crop tne certain conviction that knowledge. 

The inspiration fo" W dulv M ^ a his ideal is still 

learning and education were “^^^^^critalo In jour oun traditions there is one 

towards secularisation Hou JO b i fed sure vour most 

and still uphold jour ancient me demands their attention I 

thoughtful "f rSa$ds Khgiou instruction in cduealional institutionB 
mighty say ,® the State mj Go^c^nmcnt in common with most 

maintained or 6 «PFor‘cd bj j^dia but in all countries has laid down the limits 
Governments not onlv ,j rcneral wish of the population of the 

within which It r think 7 s nothing in the regulations m 

rrovinee, b°/'toWj whi7h need cause you anjuetv or fear With the great cx- 
forcc on *^”\ ’rai cd«c7t'on which the present generation in India is witnessing. 
paiiBion of „ measures of agreement must be deiiEcd” 

‘ AfTcr rnuuS a Xmc of the facilities esistng in this province and its capital 
Alter gi\ii>b rjnvpmnr pBiid I ncrec with the Chaiimnn’s mcw that 

i°’’kwS«s '^2r"cd7c’almn among Muslim girls is the most damaging blot on 
ffc'^Tresircc of the community and again, 1 wholeheartedly accept jour opinion 
^ community whose women folk are illiterate can neicr piospcr and will 
i^^vs^lagTchind ^ Women constitute in numbers half the human family It is 
r 7.rclv lUomcal that a section of the human race which is primarily rcsronsiblc 
fnr the upbringing and eaily training of the voung should remain in ignorance of 
{ ill conipleMtics of modern life To allow this is rather like seeking to win a 
bo7i g mntk with one hand tied firmly behind the back As aou righ ly say, 

Mr ChaiVman, infiiienccs like Purdah and public opinion against female education 
and co-cducation are amongst the lotcnt factors perpetuating this unhappy state of 
nmiirs To remedy this is clearly a great task which lies before all enlightened 
Miislras, and I am sure that jour discussions will deal vith tins problem 

cffcctitely ’ 

Tbo Presidential Address 

After Mr Ahmed E If Joffer, Chairman of the Ecccption Committee * had 
welcomed the Prcsulcnt. ddcjxales and the dislinguishcd t^ucsis the Hon Mr Fazlid 
mo dcli\crcd his Prcsidcntnl address r t ^ » 1.4 .t 

llie nccc^^silN for an ''educational viMscction of India” in order to tram the 
Muslim child for his education on later slaj^cs and for the establishment of Mndim 
tnmcrsilics in some of Uic important ProMiiccs of India ^vas emphasised by the 
Chief Minister of Bengal, Mr A K Fazlul Huq, in the course of his presidential 

^d^rCj^cf erring to the problem of Primary education for Muslim children, I^Ir q 
Paul that the question resoUed itself into the establishment of primary schools in 
nil centres of Muslim population ^vhc^c Mudira children could pet the instruction 
aThich tvas acceptable to the community as a ■uhole It might mean a consider- 
able expense and in some cases the expcijcc must reach an almost FtaLgcring 
fn urc, nut pi imarv education \Yas the birthright of c\crs indnidnal cliilcl and 
it^ vas absurd to plead want of fund‘d in imparling education to cluldrcn Jn this 
connection Mr Hxiq chnraclcnccd the Yidya Mnndir Scheme as utterly unacceptable 
to the shm comiminitj 

* fcpcaking of his onn Province, Mr Hug said he felt proud of the work which 
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his Government hnd been able to achieve in the course of the thiee and half vears 
they had been in ofhce in lading foundations for pnmai-y education in more than 
half the districts of the Province The system of primary education itself he 
added, was in full swing in more than one-third of the province at the present 
time ^ 

Education under Early British Euie 

Speaking from peisonal experience, Mr Hnq said, he had every reason to 
heiieve that secondary education in India had been developing in a haphazard 
fashion and there did not exist in any province anything like a planned piogramme 
for the development of secondary education He regretted that early British 
administrators of India had spent the initial and formative periods of British rule 
solely in consolidating their military position rather than in facing the problems of 
education either cultural, vocational, technical or otherwise The most culpable 
neglect of which they has been guilty had been in the fields of primary and 
secondary education Till the establishment of the three Universities at Calcutta, 
Madras and Bombay, the Government of the country had done practically nothing 
in controlling primary or secondary education They left the problem entiiely to 
the efibrts of missionaries and mostly to private enterprise The result had been 
most unsatisfactory and it was not a surprise that there was in every Piovince an 
incessant cry for the overhauling of the systems of education m all then stages 

Government did very little towards controlling even collegiate education, and 
the supervision which the Government exercised over Universities was of an entf?^y 
nominal chaiacter ‘‘Even now,” he said, when the introduction of provincial 
autonomy has thrown the burden of administration "on the Indians themselves in 
the Provinces, the interest which the Central Government is found to evince m 
educational matters is anything but creditable to Government The result has 
been that Ministers in charge of education in the various Provinces have been 
faced witE problems for whose proper solution there is neither means nor methods 
available ” r 

Added to this, continued Mr Huq, the funds at the disposal of provincial 
Ministers were hopelessly inadequate for the due performance of their duties Tie 
-^Government of India Act in many cases had ^iven the Ministers a large,' amount’’ 
of responsibility without any real power and inadequacy of financial ^rovisious 
made the task of Ministers an extremely difficult one and" almost beyond^ Jiuman 
achievements The Government of India Act, he added, must be thoHju^ly 
overhauled and the Provincial Ministers must be vested with more exhaustive and 
definite powers to secure funds for the purpose of carrying on their legitimate duties 

Dwelling on the subject of vocational and technical education Mr Huq 
charged the Government with an attitude of indifTeience and said that if to-day 
India was poor in spite of her vast resources, if at the present moment Indians 
had not been able to industiiahse India in order to be able to put her side by 
Bide with advancing countries of the world, it was because the Indians had so long 
not received any education which would fit them for practical and technical 
education 


Suggestion to Utilise wake Properties 

The President emphasised that the time had come when they must take up 
the problem of education themselves and try to find their own lemedies foi their 
own wants and defects He urged the establishment of Muslim Universities in the 
Punjab and Bengal and as to the means for meeting the colossal funds required 
in this respect he suggested that Muslims should combine to get hold of Wakf 
properties throughout India In spite of what the fonndeis of the "Wakfs might have 
^laid down m their endowments there should be something like a general attack on 
the citadels occupied by Mutawallis in order that they might commandeer the 
resources of Wakf properties for the purpose of the education of the children of 
their icommunity He hoped that the Conference wonld consider the question of 
Wakfs and give a general direction to the Government of the various Provinces to 
introduce legislation in order to nationalise these Wakf properties for the benefit 
of Muslim education , ^ r 

Eeviewing the activities of the All-India Muslim Educational Conference 
covering a period of more than half a century, Mr Huq lefutcd the charp that 
it was a separatist movement and an organisation which was calculated to intiodiiee 
comraunalism in the educational systems of India He said that those who indulgcci 
in these criticisms forgot the essential fact that alUiough the basic piinciples ox 
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diflered among themselves in physical features and mental de\elopment 

Mr R P MasanI s Address 

The epidemic of brutality is but a passing phase , yith it vrould vanish 
Hitlerism’’ dcchred Mr B P A/asam, Vice-Chancellor of the Borabav Unncrsity, 
in an a^resB to the Conference, on "Some aspect of Moslem s education 

Mr Masani outlined the tontnbution of Ifalam to human ciiilisation, emture 
and education and said that ’’fornard” ivas the motto ivhich illumined the banner 
of Islam in the past But to day ‘backward” was the word writ large upon the* 
educational history of the Muslims in India On the basis of the Tnlio of purils 
under instruction to the total population, the Muslims were far belund the advanced 
Hindus but much better off than all the sections of the Hindus put together, the 

percentage being 12 8 against 8 , , , . , , i 

Mr jMasani urged the establishment of social serMce organisations with volun- 
tary workers to take schools to the door of the people Concluding Ui Llnsani 
hoped that the spirit of Islam would enable the Uluslim, as in the ]mst, to live m 
intellectual co operation and comity with the other communities lu India, enhancing 
thereby the peace, happiness and glory of this land 


Second Day — Poona — 29th December 1940 


SECTIOJTAL MrETiKGS 

Two sectional meetings of the Conference, one on Islamic Culture and History 
and the other on Urdu were held to day 

Naxiab Bahadur Yarjung Bahadur of Hyderabad (Dcccan) presided o^c^ the 
Islamifc Culture meeting Papers on the subject were read at the meetpig, and 
rcsolntionB were adopted which were placed before the open session of the Conference 
for Ratification 

^ ^ resolution disapproved of ”the latest innovations in various girls’ instifirfions 

.’"Of holding theatricals and dramatic parties that often go bejond the limds of^ 
* morality** It requested the authorities to 'immediately cease holding any func- 
^'tions oUa demoralising character” 

' Prof Haleem^ who spoke at the Education section meeting, suggested that 
the mosque should be revised ns a social and cultural institution, and used as 
a means for the spreading of primary and adult education Ihe All-India Muslim 
Educational Conference should, he urged, keep in touch witli tlm Proiincial 
GoNcrnmenls and Advisory Boards ns well as Muslim poliliciauB, |and assume the 
rcsponsibilitv for the successful carrying out of the programme of the Conference 
qhc Ldncntion Section meeting of the Conference adopted oicr tnciitv 
resolutions which tnter aha urged the authorities of the Allahabad Unncrsilv 
to amend the constitution of the University so as to haic at least one tljird of 
the number of seats of the elected members of tbe Senate resened for ^^luslims 
Ihc meeting al«o requested the University of Ahgarh to institute a diploma for 
oricutal studies as in the Lucknow University 

Most of the resolutions related to tbo problem of Muslim education in the 
province of Bombay A request was made to the Govenmicnt of Bombav to 
appoint a responsible Muslim ofiiccr to examine eacli text book and withhold an\ 
book containing anything repugnant to Muslim culture and religion Hic Govern- 
ment was also requested to appoint Muslims as Educational lueiicctors 

Education Committed’s Pvepoft 


An account of the ^ork done hitherto by the Kamal Tar 


the inlurc of mi interim report mid tbe pemission of the Conference ^wns ronn ,1 
for a a ear 6 extension of the Committee to conclude its labours ^ 

Ihc report IS prefneed iviUi a brief surrej of world conditions na - aI.i, 
to dnj and the mcmcc of the new doctrine of Knlinnnl Caa.^i. ° 
riorum Turni..!: to the Wardha Sdierae ihc Rwort 4s fl 
siiiccrelv that it was the spiritual clcmenf •rtliicli* mnsi ^ i 

liimnniij nic% ticrc neninst the ‘‘ovef inW once more he restored Jo 

the oicr cmplmsiciiiK of malernliEtn to the nr"Ipct4^f iJia^ modern ediiwiiion and 
npmn^t tlic Wnrdha Scheme fa^misc , n! iS roll 4n kn^K i 
into hold relief “Ahmisa which was the rehS of 
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ChaiacteriBing the introduction of the Wardha Scheme by the Conaress 
Ministries as a "crusade against Islamic culture” the leport sajs that the Muslims 
had another giievance against the scheme It haiked back to a piimitive neriod of 
human life ^ 

After the above general observations, the report refers to the woik done by the 
Committee so far A C[ucstionnaiie ivas issued and a sub-committee tvab 

appointed to make an extensive tom of the country to study local conditions of 
Muslim education and then effect on the social order and cultural life of the 
Muslims During their tour, numerous gnevances against the present educational 
institutions and on^aiusations were presented before them In many places, they 
found that there weie no adequate facilities for the teaching of Urdu, Persian or 
Arabic In other places Muslims had little facilities in getting ’ admission to 
ludustiial, technical and professional institutions 

Eegarding the Uidu language, the report says "Ihcre is absolutely no doubt 
about the fact that in some places deliberate efforts are being made to replace the 
Urdu language from its piesent position and status in India 'Ihe futuie of Mus- 
lim education in India has also been a matter of the deepest anxiety to all 
thinking Muslims throughout India, especially m view of the new political attitude 
and the new constitution in India It has been forcibly biought to their notice 
that in a number of places, this has visibly affected the interests of Muslim 
education I here is no doubt about the fact visible on the surface everywhere 
that Urdu is being foicibly supplanted or reconditioned and unless the Muslim 
community now takes up the question its ultimate effect will mean a great disaster 
to the best interests of Muslim education in India The question of the cuniculum 
to be followed in leligious instruction in general m schools and colleges has 
specially engaged our attention and here also it seems the present state nf things 
18 most unsatisfactory Ihey hope to consider this problem in all its aspects and 
piesent their lepoit to the General Committee for their ultimate consideration and 
decision ” 


The All India Students’ Federation^ / 

Sixth Session — Nagpur — 25th December 1940 

Eupture among Delegates 


The sixth session of the All-India Students’ Federation which commenced 
at Nagpui on the 25tli December 1940 witnessed a rupture m the oiganisation, the 
delegates from Bihai, Bengal and United Piovinces seceding almost in n body 

Trouble arose in regard to the Federation’s elections m Bengal Communists, 
whose opposition to Gandbian leadership is well known, tried to put up a nurabei 
of delegates with a view to captuie the organisation This was stiongly resented 
to by a large numbei of delegates who viewed with approbation the individual 
satyagraha movement and Gandhiji’s leadership 

Thus two inal confeiences were held in the evening, one at the pandal under 
the presidentship o! Professor Hiren Mookerjee of Calcutta and the other at the 
Convocation Hall under the presidentship of Mr, Madan Mohan Prasad of 
Allahabad 

Doctor K M Ashraf inaugurated and Professor Hiren MooJJierjee presided at 
the Conference held in the original pandal erected for the Conference Dr Ashraf 
described Mr Gandhi's satyagiaba movement as “a very poor protest against the 
imposition of belligerency on India” 

Ml Mookherjee dwelt on the achievements of the Soviet Union 
The other section led by il/r* M L Shah General Secret ai*y of the Federation 
and Ml Arahmd Bose^ held^ a meeting at the University Convocation Hall under 
the presidentship of Mi Madan Mohan Prasad^ Piesident of the Bihar youth 
League and foimer President of the Allahabad Unueisity Union Mr Prasad 
in hi8 speech, desciibed the satyagiaha morement as '"a rery dignified protest 

Meanwhile Mr T J Kedar, Vice-Chancellor of the I>lngpiu Univeisity, was 
meeting both groups informally m an endeavour to bring them together 
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Second Day-Poona- 2 Gth Docember 1940 
CoMmoMisn ErFon? fail 
confcm!cc 3 ^Ton,du\ndT^^^^^^ hUcd delegates n,mn met ,n Ino 

d.sn.ptnc 'Ihc Conference" £ deehred jfnt t ,e nrr'f rc-'ct.onary ^nd 

S,t,';,,„K““' ‘» •>oi,.o>o‘'"„„sr«.a 'Sf !;„4 ;s 

Ici(lcraIup’'^Uho‘^SliiBlim'’r^lK^ nnd Sic''limd!r\uh 'Wlionnry 

mul nppen ed for n ^ohlnta riedo ^ rS£’‘'\ 

conriUciRc”. ^ re^aoinl Btates based on mutual 


The U. P. Muslim Students’ Conference 

First Session— Allahabad— 17 th Novembei 1940 

Mr Hnq’s Inaugural Address 


ate composed to the satisfi^tion of us nil the tmm f comninml difllrenccs 

fjtc parting of the ivats ” sa. I V V 

hmugurating the fust U P Miibhm Stiulcnt ^^ Cnnfl I^I'mster, Bengal 

November 1940 oiiuients Conference at Allahabad on the l"a 

“Iho times arc such.” he added "tbot ti,„ -vt , . * ' 

c*innot propcrl}/ conduct the fnr f scrsicc which thev can 

^emsches that thev can bnild th^desU mes of C n”* ® ho ^cludn 

picture live in a fool’s paradise” I»dia without the Muslims m the 

tiitcrcsts to do 60 But sena^- i° " “ and it at 3 thing to 

CO operation, we oTcf patr.o?.Tm?n forced S n°« 

to shed our blood in the cause nf tl °f the term k ar« ^ ° 

mlyraco t" i,i,S' p'tOTO “JpiSldy"' Pepinfo 

p.ri.p‘.'ii,..TssL»i S'r “iAi sr Jor 

ddeni Uitt t.Eh.B'.XiK" '“""S »» li 
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THE BIHAPv MUSLIM STUDENTS’ -CONFEHENGE [ patna-^ 

Mr M N Roy’s Plea 

**The present constitutional deadlock can only be ended b> Coalition Ministnea 
in the PxoMuccs,” said Mr if i? 02 / addressing 'the Conference by specnl 
imitation • ^ j i * 

Coalition ministries, continued Mr Boy^ ivould means to an end, namely 
the effectiie participation of India in the present world "criBis From the very out- 
‘set of the war, the Congress policy had been wrong 

“liYO and a half years of office, during which people came to identify it with 
the Sarkar, ga\e the Congress,” he added, ‘‘immense apparent popularity and it 
held the key to freedom But it has- chosen to commit political suicide The 
resignation of the Ministries was a mistake This false step has blocked a very 
eflcctiN e bridge to India’s co-operation in the war, which is essential not only for 
India but foi the whole world ” 

LIr Boy said that he knew from personal knowledge that many Congress 
M L A’b were dissatisfied with the Congress policy, but they were keeping quiet 
because they were haunted by the nightmare of the Congress coming back to 
power He thought that the effort to form Coalition Ministries would succeed 
In any case, it was worthwhile making an effort, because that would create a 
different atmosphere, 

V The Presidential Address 

* “ ‘Back to the days of Blahomcd’ should be the watchword of every i^Iiislim,!^^ 

said Khan Bahadur B M Ismail, of Patna, in his presidential adfdregs-to the 
Conference He added, “education must rest on a foundation of religion ” 

, Deploring the fact that e\en in educational institutions the atmosphere was 
charged with a feeling of hatred between students of different sects, the Khan 
Bihadijr said that he did not wish to lay the blame on any class or community, 
blit there must be a limit to e\ery thing He accused the Congress Governments 
of^haMng made changes in the system of education which were antagonistic to 
Muslim interests ^ j. 

A resolution endorsing the Pakistan scheme of the Muslim League 
^Another protested against the engraMng of Sanskrit religious words on^tbe Coa*^ 
Vocation degrees of the Agra University “which hurt the feelmgs^and inscepti- 
bihties of the Muslim students ” 

It was also resolved that the U P* Muslim Students’ Eederatiem should t. 
appoint a sub-committee of students and members of the Coulf of The AH^habadf 
Unnersity to take necessary steps for the redress of Muslim students’ grievances 
against the University 


The Bihar Muslim Students’ Conference 

Second Session — Patna — 22nd December 1940 
The PbesidentiaIi Address 


The second annual conference of the Bihar MiiBlim Students’ Federation was 
held at Patna on the 22nd December 1940 under the presidentship of Mr Ghulam 
Imam, President of the City hliislim League, Lucknow 

Mr Imam, m the course of his presidential address, advised the students to 
recnlate their lives on the lines of the Islamic injunctions Referring to the 
Pakistan scheme, he pointed out that the Muslims did not want to set up a state 
owned by them but only wanted to get a parcel of land where the Islamic laws 

could have suay , ^ , 

Han Shartifuddtn, ME A, Chairman of the Reception Commute, while welcom- 
ing the delegates to the Conference, asked them to foster unity amongst themselves 
and appealed to the students to make the cause of the masses their own. 


Convocation Addresses 

The Dacca University Convocation 

'Vlco-Chancellor^s Speech ^ 


Tlie following is tho Speech by Dr 1^0 Majiimdar^ Vice Chancenor, ftt the 
Annual Convocation of the Unucrsity of Dacca on the ISUi Jul> 1040 — 

Your Excellency and Chancellor, i t if i- 

It IS ray proud priiilcgo to offer you a most cordial welcome on bchau of 
the Unuersity of Dacca on the occasion of your first visit to the unncrsity of 
which > DU ha^e been the Chancellor for more than eight months Wc are sure 
that Y^our Excellency will take an active and sympathetic intcicst in the onairs 
of the Unuersity and that your personal contact will enable it to profit more 
and moie b> your wise counsel, ndMcc and guidance during the jears to come 

I would next offer a hearty and cordial welcome to the distinguished visitor 
who has kindly consented to deluer the Convocation Address Dr A F Rahman 
is-jio stranger to the University lie has been associated with it both on tho 
teaching iind tho admiinstratne sides from Us very inception, and ultimately held 
the high office of Vice Chancellor for oior two 3 car 8 and a half He is now in a 
position to take a detached \iea of Unnersity education in general, and of this 
Unucrsity in particular Ills ^nncd experience and wide knowledge of meij. and 
things make mm emmciillj fife to give us a lead in educational policy |in thceo 
uncertain and troublesome times, and we are thercfoic, grateful to him for 
kindly accepted our iin itation to deln er the Convocation Address ^ 

I would also welcome the other distinguished guests present here and offer 
thenr my most cordial thanks for the active interest thej have shown in the 
nfluira df the University 

Bcfdre I proceed further, it is my melancholy duty to offer n tribute of - 
respect to the memory of Professor N N Ghosh who scr\cd this Unnersity in 
^-vaiious capacities, mz , Professor of Law Dean of the Faculty of Law and Proiost, 
annjUK Hall lie retired after the full term of his scrMce in the jeai 1031 
and rendered \aluablo services to the Unnersity It is also mj painful dut 3 » to 
refer to the tragic death of Mr Nnpendra Farayan Roy Chandhunj the son of 
the Zemmdar of Baldab and a member of the Court of this Unncrsitj Ho uas 
a very popular figure in Dicca and took great interests in games and sports 

I would now like to review in brief outline the work of the Universilj during 
the Inst session The most important c\ent during the year is the institution of 
the Fncnlt\ of Agriculture Ihe question of establishing a Faciiltj of Agriculture 
in tho Dacca Unnersity l^as mooted cien before the Unnersity actually came into 
being Slorc than twent\ years ago, the HoiPble Mr A K Fazlul Bnq, now tlie 
Chief Minister of Bengal, mo\ed a resolution in the Bengal Legielatne Council 
recommending to Go\ernracnt “that a fully equipped AgncuUural College, to be 
finaU> incorporated with the proposed Dacca University, bo established at an early 
datc’^ In the speech with which ho rao^ed this resolution he showed vcr> cogent 
reasons, with liis usual eloquence, why this AgncuUural College should be incorpo- 
rated in the Unncrsit} of Dacca The resolution was acccptca bj the Goicrnment 
and they assured the house that they would shortly gne practical effect to the 
recommendation 8 contained in that resolution It was presumably in pursuance of 
that the Dacca University Act contained an express proMSion that it 
Bball ha\e a faculty of Agriculture Unfortunately, financial and other difflculhcs 
intenencd and practical effect could not be gnen to the provisions of the Act 
before the Ecs/uou IbO-lO I take this opportunitv of tendering the most gwtefiil 
tbanU of the Umvc^ity to the Hon blc Chief ]\Iinister and his colleagues, specmlly 
tho Hon blc ^ a wnb Bahadur of Dacca, for hniing enabled us to start the lacultv of 
AgTiciilluTO Mr M Carbery, m c, has been elected the first Dean of the Facultv 
of Agncullnro AVc have added two new Departments, viz, Biology -ind Soil 
* urnre, and have nppomted a number of new teacliers in Botany, J^ooloW 
^ Tpf Agricnllural Chcmistrv. Dr P Maheswan has been appoinVcd 
flf Dcpnrtnient of Biology, while the Dcp^-frlment 

..cicnce^ljns been placed for the preseot under the Professor of Chemistry 

53 
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Among other changes in the administrative and teaching staflf, mention may 
be made of the appointment of Prof & N Bose, Head" of the Department of 
Physics, as Provost of Dacca Hall, of Dr Md Shahidulla, as Provost of Fazlol 
Huq Muslim Hall and the Maulana Zafar Ahmad Usraani as Lecturer in the 
Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies The Maulana Saheb is a learned divine 
of all-India reputation and his appointment will, I am sure serve to strengthen 
and popularise the Department Dr B K Hoy, Lecturer in English, has just retired 
from Unuersity service, after serving his full term of appointment By his scholar- 
Bhip and teaching ability of a high order he rendered valuable services to the 
University for a period of 19 years 

I am glad to be able to slate that the increase in the number of students was 
maintained during the last session, the total number of students being 1,569 as 
ac^ainst 1,527 in tne prevaous session The number of women students has also 
increased, being 96 dunng the last session ns against 72 in the year preceding 
While refernn" to the increase in the number of students I would like to point 
out that the time has come when the Universits should have to think seriously 
about restricting admission only to those students who nre likely to 
nrofit really by pursuinc: a course in the University It is obvious that many 
students who have just "'managed to pass the Matriculation and Intermediate 
esaminations are more likely to waste their time than do any good to themselves 
or to the Unuersity by continuing their career in the University At the same 
time there are practical difhcalties in the way of laying down restrictions to admis- 
sion over and above the minimum qualifications prescribed under the University 
Act The Universitv, has however made a beginning in this policy of restnction ]>} 
defiinn" tlie cate-ories oE students who alone will be admitted to the Course for 
the Bachelor o£ the Commerce It is ]ust possible that this would be followed up 
Bv the adoption of a similar policy in regard to the other courses 

xt ,s ^ratifTmt' to note that the University has been able to maintain its 
WeSic standard "This will be proved by the record of the different academic 
of the University and the research work earned on by the staff and 
iSnts of ^vhich a detaded account is aiven in the Annual Eeport The doctoralg. 
deSee has been awarded by this University to Mr Ahdiil Halim Mr Tqendra 
iCoiVi CVinsh Mr Sachindra Mohan ilitra, Mr Bachindra Aath Baiber, Mr 
^"^^S^hAri BhaSarwa Mr Rajendra Chandra Hnzra, Mr Jogendra Rath. 

JI. S -All tliem .,e old 

TTmvprsitv and m many cases the thesis has been very highly praised hj^ the 
Umvexsuy, T runv specially refer^rn this connection to a book named 

disUnsuised examiners I ^ published by the Oxford 

“The Viceroy and the Governor ^ , v ^ ^ distinguished 

tdis SiivS^^ staff ’Professor Harold 

Laski de^ribes i?“as the best tiCaties known to bun on this subject and one long 
1 ? 1 iiiP Rtnnrlard treaties for the period it covers’ 

likely to rera ^ words about some of the important pending 

I would the In my last Convocation Address, 

schemes MiSim Hall m' order to afford residential facilities 

I stressed the need of a seconu m necessary Statute was passed by 

to the growii^ wmi hpinn: named after the Hon’ble the Chief Munster of 

the University, the new Hall he ng M^ education We are 

Bewjl .n W'"”" foTmmg S' en" To the Stolule by^nrtue of ,rb,cl, 

grat^ul to Yo uith effect from July 

the Eazlul Huq ^ toCA m number are now accommodated in a 

1 Its resident students more Library of 

located^ This is a very unsatisfactory state of things and we 
the University f ^i'^-l^^^ucy’s Government should make adequa^ financial 
are anxious that Your Hsceuency huildino- worthy of the Hall The lack of 

_ provision for construction of number of resident Muslim students is 

accommodation ^r the radual^^^^ University 

a serious problem “““ to ^n eatlv solution of the problem 

18 therefore, anxiously f ‘ ^ j_,^he in re^^ard to the proposed Faculty of 

Satisfactory progress 15 also being man^ Ji{ly ‘ and the report 

Medicine The Committee held s Government We fervently hope that the 

IS now ready for submusiOT o TimrprRifv will received the sympathetic 

establishment of a Medical T'acuHv m mme J 

consideration ^ lUtly regard the Hen hie Minister in charge of 

to DtSlm?rB^onl’ofX Wkeen-ij Ob subject. He bus ulready sbown 
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guide in puzzling and critical times, is fast passing away Intemperance in 
language and action and unwillingness to concede the sanie freedom to others as 
one desires for oneself render healthy organised activities abortive or imnossible 
The fundamental principles and moral values of life, which constitute the verv 
founuutions of liuiiiiin thou^iit mid nctioiij jiitg bsing duillGugcd ^Yltll arro^'iucG by 
a newly awakened spiiit of Bcepticism which ignores the piogress of “centuries 
and the laborious process of ovolution through whiclr liuman civilisation has 
♦emerged to its present state * ' 

The same state of chaos in moral and intellectnal spWes is writ large in the 
history of the world as it is shaping atound us today Ihe^ ruthless war that is 
slowly spreading its tentacles over the whole of bewildered Europe attacks the very 
fiist principles upon which organised political life is based and is sure to prove a 
great set-back to the progress which freedom, libeialism and democracy achieved 
after a gnm struggle for hundieds of years Here again the fiuits of centuries of 
progress have been tiampled undeir foot by the primitive human instincts of 
greed and lust for power and a fatal belief that might is right Humanity shudders 
at the massacre, devastation, outrage and depredations that are being earned 
on a colossal scale by the veiy people who have held aloft the torch of progress 
and civilisation in Europe and illumined the daikness of the woild Today we° are 
forcefully reminded of Loid Grey’s prophetic words in 1914 "The lamps are 
going out all over Europe , we shall not see them lit again in our life-time” 

This is not the pioper occasion to examine the ultimate causes undcilylag 
this moral retrogressiori of Europe or to pass any judgment on the principal 
actors in this grim tragedy But those of us who aie not diiectly and immediately 
affected by it must pause and think m a detached and dispassionate spiiit, and try 
to lead aright the signs of the times and learn the obvious lessons they hold out 
before us, 

I hope this brief review of national and international situation would not be 
--i^garded as out of place in a Convocation Address For nothing can so ^ioicibly 
demonstrate the fact which is often ignored, that great as the need is for ^gjiplying 
the mateiial wants of life and harnessing our knowledge for that purpose, there 10 ^ 
an equally imperative demand upon the highest education that the IJniv^sity can 
impart, not only to conserve the highest and noblest ideals that humani^ conceived s 
in the past, but also to emphasise the value of those sublime truths upon the 
liuman mind Today when the whole woild seems to be seized with a inad frenzy r 
of passion, the Universities form nearly the only strongholds Vheye Jhs 
highest ideals of humanity may seek and find a safe lefuge from the ons'RftTgnts 
of brute force inspired by violence and hate Here flourish the arts and 
science, and knowledge, extended to all spheres of life, quickens an active 
social sense and inspires a healthy desiie to live and let others live Here 
we still uphold a respect for the rights of the individual and his freedom 
of thought, belief and action with due regard to the similar freedom of his fellois- 
men Here we test and teach the values of chanty, liberality and fellow-feeling 
towards others , of a disciplined mind and intellect which engenders proper respect 
for rules and regulations and checks one's over-weening self-esteem ana instincts 
of aggression Above all, it is in the pure and healthy atmosphere of the University 
that the students should feel an inner urge for the true, the good and the beautiful 
and grow a spirit of service and sacrifice for the cause of humanity Good 

maxims are these and theoretically accepted as tiue all over the world, but it is 

necessary for the Universities to repeat and emphasise them and to correlate them 
with the modern conditions of life in order to restore the lost equilibrium m our 
national and international life 

Eo University will be woith its name if it fails to inspire its students with 
those ideals when the world soiely meeds them Amid the dm and dust of 
modern life, when the old repositories of faith and virue are crumbling to pieces 
one after another, the University, as the highest seat of knowledge and learning, 
must hold aloft the banner of humanity Nations and empires rise and fall, the 
arts and crafts of peace and war flourish and decay, but the highest ideals of 

humanity and the moral value of life tower above them all like the eternal 

Himalayas 

This IS my message to you, <the Graduates of the University who have ussem- 
bled heie today to receive their Degrees I congratulate you on your successes and 
confidently ^ope that you would carry my message to heart I would not like 
' tdday to give you any advice on the conventional lines — for the times are too deep 
aijd sfcmg for trite observations and common platitudes. We are living in an 
^ ^ ^ i * 
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i>rn of rcvoliitionarv c^ciltjrocnt \rlicn tbo whole iahne oi human civihzalion la 
heme violently shaken "to its vco foundation Let us use equal to 
nnd think in terms of human welfares rather than indnidual happiness The o 
are indissolubh connected, though the link is not often visible or perceptible ^t>u 

should not dmoto the knowledge and intellectual and moral discipline that this 
Ujmcrsity has imparted to you. cxclusnely to the satisfaction of > 9 ^^^ personal 
needs and desires You should be animated b) a spirit of service and take your 
due share m the arduous task of improsemcnt. Teno\aUon and icconslrwclion m 
cve^^ sphere of our life, be it as a leader or as an linmblc follower lou must tr^ 
to cultivate the power (h thinking and reviewing the life around you >n a detached 
and dispas'^ionate spirit^ You must try to equip yourself for leadership hy 
dc\ eloping the Mrtuca I have mentioned abo^e and a keen senso of public nioraiity 
the lack of which is the most prominent eausc of degeneration in our public life 
today You should be imbued with -o feeling of robust opUmiBra and mged by 
an impelling desire to leave things better than you found them Never lose heart , 
by the enormity of the mamfold ills which ha\6 seized our nalionallife and 
rendered progress and purification almost o Jlerculean task But be buoyed up 
with hope which comes to youth alone A short while ago on the occasion of the 
cclehtaUon of the Foundation Day of the University, I unfurled the flag of the 
University carrying the great motto 'Uruth shall prevail” Let that be the 
watchword of your life, and let each indiiidual students take n solemn pledge that 
♦ w^hfifcVer walks of life it may be his lot to tread, ho should keep this flag of Ins 
Alma mater flying, and cndcaiour by words and deeds so to regulate hia conduct, 
that tuith may prciml over unliutb that justice may Inumpb o\ci iniquity, 
wisdom over passion, \irtue over impiety and reason o\er biutc-forca flhe safe- 
keeping <o£ the University flag, which implies all these noble \irlncs and idca\s, 
19 in the hands of each and all of you, nnd I hope and pray that you ebould 
always ’hold it high and keep its honour unsullied even at the risk of every Ihiug 
else tlmt yon may hold dear and near With this hope I take Icaie of you aftu 
wish^'^u god speed in your journey of life ^ 

H E the Governor’s Address 
Vice-Chancellor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Before I touch on some of the many problems which you, Mr Vice-Clinncellor 
have menUoned in yout address, and before I speak to you, as I intend to do this 
^moruiu^s^of the grain international eients which overshadow your lives and mine, 
1<<t^r8ay what a special pleasure it isr for me to be present todav on my first 
formal vmt to tins great Uni\eraity, of which I am privileged and jwoud to be 
Chancellor As a centre Tor the cuhurnl life of Eastern Bengal, this Unuersity 
has a great part to play in moulding and influencing jmblic opinion and in main- 
taining that great tradition of learning which has always chaiactenscd the people 
of this Bide of the proMnee It is no part of my duly today, nor is it my intention 
to comment on the educational standards maintained here, but I would like to take 
this opportunity of saying how mpressed I was with the work which is being 
done duung an informal visit which I was able to pay to the Unnerei(\ a few 
days ago 

In the course of your address, Mr Vice Clinncellor, yon referred to many 
aspects of UnucTsUy life and to Bcncinl adrainistratue problems and achieiementB 
I &harc with you the eatisfaction of knowing that a fully fledged Faculty of Agn- 
culluro IS now in being and I trust and beheie that the achieicmcnls of this new 
faculty will be of real help and nssistance to the agncuhurists of this Province, 
and will in future servo to recall the work of the Hon’ble Chief Munster and Ins 
concaguca who have shared no cndcaionr to bring it into being Let us not, how- 
c\cr, m (he first iluBh of eutUum^^ forget that the Faculty has still to prove its 
worth flhat It will do so, I have not the slightest doubt for Dacca has a1 wavs 
pos^c^cd a wealth of praolical ngncifltural experience winch can now be drawn 
wpow for \he pw^cs of Ihe UinveiEiiv I should like to take tins opportunity 
to emphasiec the pcccs^ily of mnmtammg (o the full the happy co-oncration 
which has already been achieved between the AgticuUural Departmnit am 
the ^riucrPih By thn means. I fed confident that the Fflculty wiH quSh mnke 
Its weight felt for the hcl erment of agnculliirc in the Province ^ ^ 

Ab regards the i>o<^Mbihly of the c^tflhhslm of two further 1?-cUWnf 
done 'lhc,CoinnutUenn.on.tedb3 CmcTvmJ to Lmine tie quiS oUbe 
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Medic<\l Faculty has not yet reported and until it does bo, I cannot add further 
comment » 

The question of establishing a Faculty of Engineering raises, however, many 
complex problems The necessities of war have emphasised the need for greater 
progress m technical tiaining and the Cential Government are like a lively interest 
in the wider extension of facilities for such training Ihe Bengal Government even 
Jiefore this new development had not overlooked the possibihtes of furthei develop- 
ing the already fiouiishing Ahsanullah Scool of Engineering In fact the Com- 
mittee which was appointed to make recommendations for the improvement of 
this school has asked to be allowed to consider also the possibility of developing 
the school into a college This request has been granted and the further question 
of establishing a Faculty of Engineeiing must naturally await the result of the 
committee’s delibeiations I think we should be wise to avoid undue optimism 
in this connection and to remember that for some years to come the demands 
on account of Primary and Girls Education are likely to leave very little over for 
assistance to other blanches, howervei valuable 

As regards the second Muslim Hall I can only say that nobody was more 
pleased than I when I found myself able to give my assent to the Statue — the first 
step towards its creation Ihe second step — the piovision of financial assistance 
towaids its construction — is a responsibility of my Government as Governor I 
can only pioceed on advice As Chancellor I have not failed to express my views 
in the appropriate place and steps have already been taken which I hope will 
lead to a satisfactory solution of the problem in the very near future 

You will, I know, forgive me if I turn now from the moie immediate acade- 
mic pioblems to the international situation and its bearing on the future of those 
of you who are undergoing a University training or those of you who are about 
to quit the compaiative quiet of academic life For this situation does concern you , 
it concerns the whole future of the civilised race , it concerns the future of India 
in^which you, by virtue of the training you have been fortunate enough to enjoy in 
Poland and spiead through Scandinavia and the Low Countries to France and 
Britain, may spread even further Even if hostilities do not move further East, the 
outcome of this struggle will profoundly afiect the progress of mankind for decades 
" to come In this struggle we are fighting for the piinciples of democracy and 
decent civilised life against a system which offers security— and a poor security at 
that — only to those who are willing to subject their lives to the will of a ruthless 
few who value human life and liberty not at all As I said a little over afqitnight 
ago, the essential interests of Great Britain and India have never before^had' so 
much depended on the outcome of the joint effort to which they have set their hands 

I uige upon you, young men and 'women, who have been taught to think 
for yourselves, not to dismiss from youi minds the significance of what is happen- 
ing today in Europe and what may well be happening tomorrow in Asn. The 
outcome of these events will infinence your lives It will influence not only ^our 
own lives, but those of the entiie community m which you live— it will decide in 
fact ' whether you can work in an atmosphere of ordered political development or 
whether your lives will be foiced in an atmosphere of fear and regimentation I do 
most earnestly urge upon you the necessity of appieciating the impoitance of what 
18 happening m Europe today and, as I said before, of what may well be happening 
in Asia tomoriow 

I have already spoken at length and I will not keep you longer from Dr 
Rahman who 1 know is no stiangei to you and whom you are all anxious to hear 

I have \ery gieat pleasure in requesting you, Dr Eahman, to address the 
Convocation 

Dr Rahman’s Convocation Address 

I am grateful to the University for the honour that has been conferred on 
me by asking me to deliver the address at this Convocation When I received the 
invitation of the Vice-Chancellor, I accepted without hesitation not because I had 
anything of tremendous import to say but because for me it is always a pleasure 
to come to an institution where I have served and to which I have given the best 
that was in me Though at piesent I live rather fai away I keep myself informed 
of the activities of the University and I offer my congratulations on the vigour 
displayed and the expansion in various diiections and I pray that every dieam 
that the University dieams may be realised in the fulness of time There is so 
much need 'for clear thinking in this bewildered world, such urgency tor a cwrect 
lead ta the generation that is growing that e\ery endeavour should be made to 


-18 3CL'. '40 ] THE DACCA. TJHIVEBBXTY C015VOCATIOH 423 

Bxipport and develop Universities irhose function it is to stand in tUe forefront of 
movements ih'\t mm at the amehoratioa o£ raankind ^ 

I suppose on An occasion hkc this it is usual to offer ndvicc to youth fox the 
diBcharcc ot their respoueihiUties and the conduct of their lues I have not come 
in any spirit o£ carping cnticism I come in the spirit ot disciple seeking ligiit» 
to stale the problems and tribulations of my mind and ask you for n Bomtion j 
at any rate to persuade you to give your immediate and uoscst aUcntiou to tuese^ 

undoubtedly true that at the present time, vre are gra^cly perturbed 
with what 18 happening in Europe The marvels of science have largely annihilated 
time and space , m that sense the rvorld has become much narrower , everybody 
couBidcrB or should consider himself to be a citizen of the world iho 
world’s tra^ ails find an answering echo in eiery heart, but, dunn^j the last 
mouths events have happened with such bewildering swiftness, the nature 
and character of modern war have so completely shattered preconceived notions 
that imagmatiou IS somewhat paralised The hunger for nev^s is so great and, 
eicry hour news is screamed at such a rate that there is hardly time Sot cool 
reflection, to realise the full implications of all that we hear The forces of 
destruction are locked in a death embrace on land, sea and in the air , the iiower 
of the youth of a country lie in nameless gra\cs in the battlefields of Europe , 
thousands of citizens in belligerent and (eien neutral countries) go to sleep without 
knowing if they will wake on the morrow , no one can foretell where the firo,^ 
will rage tomorrow , thrones have tumbled countries have been devastated This/ 

15 an inadequate picture , but no further elaboiation is required because cierydiy, 
every hour yon read and hear of the horrors of the deadly combat now waging , 
all this 18 true of a portion of this world but it would be cnmianl follj to* bo 
indificrcnt or to allow yourself to be deluded into thinking that life wiH follow 
the men tenor ot its way 

In our shattered existence, many of us are apt to think of the present war 
a remote evil , many again indulge in intellectual dandyism, not many realise 
that the danger to out country ib not as unreal sometimes it is thought to be 
Even if actual hostilities do not break out, the world today is so interdependent that 
no countiy can escape the consequences of a conflict of this magnitude Yon see 
that in soaring prices, in sudden but unjustified panics, in the numberless measures 
of precaution It is not my purpo'^e to speak of this aspect , I would hko 
to urge tliat this is the time to reconsider the moral rallies of life Lien in war 
with it^ exposition of stark naked brute force, it is moral values that ultimately 
count In moments of world crisis the spiritual nature of man de\ clops because 
it IS in the anguish of darkness that the soul grows Lots of people belicic that 
something will turn up to rcmoie the present confusion SVith this comforting 
thought they are able to go on This attitude of acceptance, of placid pathetic 
complacency is perhaps peculiar to man We haie learned to depend on the social 
order, upon the stability of Governments and upon the instant supply of our 
demands whatever they may be However bad things are, we continue to believe 
that the sNBlem under which we Uve will continue to work The tendency to 
falahpm takes the svstera for granted But acceptance of fate is not enough , there 
must he a 800*^0 of desttnv also Givihsalion depends on our foresight, character 
efibrt and determination Weaken those qualities and civilisation dccavs It has 
been said and very rightly said that we are liMng in the hour of destine there 

16 hardly any dispute that the dcadh conflict now waging is the cud of (he ’world 

order to which wc have been accustomed , the mechanism of onr present day world 
has broken down completely A sense of dc:jtiny means knowuin' one’s end It 
18 (his that elmges men from being mere participators or speefators of the forces 
of cvenis into creators of the future Are we aware of our destiny, arc we pcrparinir 
o reach our destination ? It is at this moment that we must examine ouiehe? 
to see the tnUh m onrsehes, (o separate the dross from the gold, to root out of 
ourfcchc^ all that is unworthy of our highest ideals uuv oi 

I do not intend to speak toda\ of (he war aims of the belligcrent« Whatever 
may have been the aims for which war was undertaken, the course of tiie war the 
cNcnls of the last few weeks have rc^calci the real nature of the struggle On thf> 
one hand is stark, naked determination to dominate and control , on ^ the other a 
fight for existence, a strugclc to preserve the intangible imperishable 
property nnnhind In many of us there is a feehng of vague gSlanKn 
Sion mingled with fascination for Nazi methods but should n St upprehen- 

dcar of what we stand for ? What arc the miral 1% t 
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living ? No intelligeut man can be a nentral and it is Vis6 to brash the cobwebs 
off our brain 

No words of mine are necessary to conjure up for you the picture of a world 
xn tears The apologists of ‘ total war” have enslaved countries, ravaged smihnf^ 
lands, destroyed cities, murdered hapless fieemg refugees , rained death on unsuspec*^ 
''Ung women and children Not defeat, but humiliating extermination is aimed at 
Primeval forces have been let loose , smaller nations are ceasing to exist , acquisi- 
tiveness or greed and jealousy seem to be the only law of this world , unabashed 
opportunism appears to be the guiding principle and in pursuance of this policy 
the horrors that were conceived of Hell in scriptures have paled into insio-ni- 
ncance Masses of men are held in bondage and civilisation itsdlf is in shackles 
Before the inesistable momentum of a mighty machine the moral structure of 
the world is m danger of collapse Faith, liberty and justice, the right to live, 
personal freedom, liberty of conscience everything is m jeopardy because the desires 
of military super-men must be satisfied I am no propagandist , nor is it my 
X^urpose to apportion blame for this sorry state of things I would like to urge 
only that men s minds must be superioi to the machines that men have invented 
and it IS the qualities of the mind that will have to rebuild this shattered world 
-'But today the problem is diffeient It would be unwise to assume that the danger 
to India IS unreal, that you will somehow escape the consequences of a conflict 
uhich thieatens to engulf the world , that while the world lies in nuns jou ^will 
be able to preser\e your proud heiitage or that jou can achieve anything --wUhouf^ 
eftort, without struggle oi the will to stake all for the moial values that yo\i che- 
^ rish and mankind has evolved after years of suffering 

As students of the TJniversit;^, I would ask you to consider what you value 
Would you allow success of methods— however brutal— to lull you into an acqui- 
escence of them or do you feel that this evil that values nothing except its uwn 
convenience or its own desire should be resisted ? The logic of facts is inexorable 
and the choice has to be made As sure as anything, out of this travail a new 
" world IS being born Man is measured not by his achievements but by the- moral 
^ values be has created What are the moral values that Nazism has created ? It 
IS possible to accept that the will of one man is the source of all justi^ ? The 
triumph of Nazism would mean the disappearance of valued lustitution^^of -social 
pnvileges, of cherished principles of conduct, of decency and order of /social life, 
of the rule of law We must range ourselves on the side of those who Are making 
the supreme sacrifice to resist this challenge, w*ho are cheerfully and valiantly 

giving lues to make life worth living It has been said tliat*»jf for 

nothing else, at least in self-interest, India should be on the siA^^iof 

these forces There is profound truth in that but the realisation only 

of that truth is not enough, especially when danger is at your door It needs 
active CO operation with the forces that are being marshalled The best and surest 
guarantee against danger is preparedness Not only now but for the future plan 
of things when you will be thrown on your own resources and therefore for added 
and greater responsibilities I have no doubt that ^outh all over this country with 
Its warm-hearted responsiveness to ideals will volunteer m the spirit of Crusaders 
111 ever increasing numbers for the fighting forces of this country and the preser- 
vation .of that heritage which is a pioud and sacied possession We should 
contribute, each one of us, our time, energy and skill so that in the ultimate 
planning we can speak with authoiity and decisiveness The response is encour- 
aging , it should be worthy of India’s traditions and history It is the power of 
the mind that ultimately creates the ramparts of civilisation , it is the prnilege 
of a University to pursue ideas to their logical end, and mould that power to 
rebuild the world nearer to the heart’s desire No society can be great unless its 
numbers are prepared for sacrifices and the hour for that sacrifice is nearer than 
we imagine You are In mg in the hour of destiny , the soul of freedom is in 
danger , promises made on the other in all solemnity should be discounted 
Eemember the old adage “Heven helps those who help themselves ” Take a long 
view of things and be jirepared for all eventualities 

i cannot close this part without a brief reference to India While cities 
nlmost<next door are burning and leashed forces of destruction are straining to be 
let loose on this world, we are evolving doctrines that have no relation either to 
the realities of the situation oi; to responsibilities that have to be faced Outworn 
words and j^hrases still provide the armaments of our political coufiict Intellectual 
antipathy to Nazr doctrines, there is in abundance, but active collaboration is not 
Buflicient cithdr because we^ 'dcr^not sense the imminent danger, ox .we realise our 
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clcpcndancG and helplcs^C^-or bccatise wc nurse n grievance While discerning 
cvcfl Ecc that vrhat India Ins ^nntccl ib almost at Us door through force of 
C’vcnts, msnj of us arc unable to tccogniEC it or are anxious to Ecrutiiusc its 

crcdc^^^^s^ tQf) often called upon to make encrihccs eo tint the \rorld is safe 
for others and it bcciub to The that ^outh should ha%o a say in the plan of (lungs . 
Ha^c the courage of conMclions, not of others but of your oivn You reflect th(? 
opinion of the coifntry Many of us have a tendenev to turn our backs to pubhe 
opinion and declare that public opinion is behind us Buch leaders should trchdv 
their path alone , ovUhout you It cannot be denied that there n a feeling of 
anarciicBs in India, a desue to render scruce We only hope that Tvith a 
imaginative realisation of possibilities bj all sides, steps uiU be taken to mobiliRO 
resources — moral and material — for a cause uUh ubieU the heart of India ift 
in Bymjnihy 

There 18 only one other matter to which I would hko to draw your attention 
and I Bhould be acfliuttca of any nnfnendlj criticism For some time there Ins 
been an unrcBt m the student world, a restlessness that has manifested itself in 
organised defiance of authonty and in the use of weapons which are usually 
applied in the political or economic sphere I still haie the opportumtj of meeting, 
large numbers of voungmen, who b^ common consent, are distinguished products 
of our XJnucrsities 'lo my questions then reply invariably has been that they 
-ifcploiti •*. the growing icndcucy, tint while lu retrospeet they regret the part some 
of them played, at the moment they Lad neither the energy nor the courage to 
Bland oul against mass moicments Herein lies the incalculable danger of these 
manifestations It may be that there arc gnevances which demand redress, that 
autUontica are so pervcise as not to be amenable to any reason or persuasion \ 
am not saying that there should be no criticism, but cnticnm should neier bo 
confused with opinions The critic has to know the technical methods of creation 
and that ought to keep him humble lie must share the buiden of hard work% 
But It cannot be denied tliat disciphne once undermined in)urcs the institution as 
well asNthc students, and in the formatisc stages of a young man s life the 
damage la* permanent Education is justified when it makes you into men, mature 
men kt for tcsponsibiliUcs , education is the discipline which gives form to tho 
fully cxprJssne life Education is not ens\ and discipline is not easy Nothing 
wortli having is easy until it is innstcred and tho educated man should accept n 
higher discipline as he masters each lower one During the period that you arc 
u\ oducal*onal institutionB, reduce your mind to order with nil tint it implies And 
means turning out of the mind most of the images that cucumber it and 
keeping only what should be kept tliere Absence of mental discipline pioduces the 
con fusion of images that flood the mind Ibc habit once lost persists through 
life and It IB dflucnlt to regain it Eisciphne is not so much a matter of rules 
and regulations ns of good fellowship and understanding and tho trnircily of this 
tendency is the irretrievable loss of this fellowship and ^ , 

imperceptible wall rises between teachers and the taught and al 
from which you wisli to profit aro damaged beyond repair Freedom is not a 
natural growth, it Ins to be cultivated, and bon can we cuUuate it ? First by 
humility and Pccondly by a sense of dcstinv, and by hunuhl\ I do not mean 
ob^^cquiousncss but an inner attitude lou will ask, can humility be balanced 
with a souse of destiny ? 3. hat cqinhbnnm Las to be established , lint m tho 
art of life Freedom begins with willing surrender , it is der eloped as the mind 
turns constautlv, with all its force, to the acceptance of moral values 

During the penod of your education nothing should be done that disturbs 
Ims progrc‘^5 of your mind 


The Madras University Convocation 

Sir Sliaumukliam Cheltv s Address 

The followinc is the text of the address delivered at the Convocatioh^-of ilm 
l.>iureml\ o[ >I''dtns bj Sir SInnmukbam Uhcttv, k c i r Bewnn of -<2001110 
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honoui that he has confeired npon me in inviting me to delivei the convocation 
address I value this piivilege ns a unique one For the alumnus of a XJnnersitj 
to be called upon by his own Alma Matei to this task is, m some measure a 
recognition that the person has not proved unwoithy of the degree that the Uni- 
versity conferred upon him I therefore value this honour as a unique one 
. It IS exactly 15 years ago -in 19l5-~that I sat amongst the .graduates of that 
year in this very hall to receive my degree The Hon^ble &ii Harold Stuart, a 
membei of the Governoi’s Executive Council, addiessing the graduates of the year, 
>Baid “A people who are probably the best educated in Euiopc have plunged the 
woild into the greatest ivai in histoiy, not to defend oi advance any noble ideal, 
but in a spirit of egotism of the basest and most brutal t>pe” He then expiessed 
the hope “that, ^^hea the foul mists which have blotted out tiiith and justite and 
humanity are bloun auay, all that is best in the Geiman system uill remain to 
form a solid foundation foi the giadual rebuilding, uith" tears and shame and 
humility, of an edifice not unwoithy of a cnilibcd people^’ It is said that history 
repeats itself But no one expected that the repetition uill take place with such 
lapidity 'Within the shoit space of a quaitei of a centiuy 

\ The last ^ears of my own caieei in this Unneisitv saw the end of the era of 
^peace and oideied progiess, and while we were taking oui degices, the uoild was 
'in the thioes of what we considered to be the greatest uar of history In the 
midst of that tra\ail men fondly cheiished the hope that the sacrifice of the ypiith 
of the woild would not be in vain , that the gieat war would end war all times 
and make the woiId safe for demociacy fetatesraen and poiifical thinkers saw in 
the League of Nations the possibilities of realisation of the poet’s vision, of “Ihe 
JPailiamcnt of man, the Fedeiation of the woiId” In spite of all this optimism, 
the whole plan foi international co-opeiation and collectno seciuity has collapsed 
Far fiom the world being made safe foi democracy, the tiagic edipse of democracy 
an the gieat Fiench Republic has left Great Biitain the only gieat democratic 
countiy in Eiuope In short, all ihe hopes held out to the >outh that was called 
upon to make gieat saciificcs in the last wai have been frustiated, and instead 
of the world being made a bcttei place to live in, it has become an unsafe place 
for even peaceful existence 

Giaduates of the year, it is in the midst of such gloom and daikqess that I 
am expected to give you some light to guide yon m the vaiions paths -of life that 
you may choose My thought naturally turns fiist to the elementary" problem of 
safety— the problem of the defence of the country against external aggiession 
There are those amongst us who think that India has nothing to fear *11 om any 
external enemies and that it is only as a Biitish possession that she might possibly 
become the object of attack The history of the woiid during the last few months 
has demonstrated that theie is no vvariant foi such faith independent countries 
have been mercilessly overiun and occupied, notwithstanding the most scrupulous 
neutrality that they had observed Wbethei India will be subject to an attack will 
depend, not on the consideration that she is an integial part of the Biitish Com- 
monwealth, but purely on what value the nggiessors attach to India as a strategic 
point in their scheme of woiid domination 

It IS unfortunate that those who have been responsible for the administration 
of this vast countiy have completely ignored the impoitaiice of making the people 
of India fit to defend themselves Ihe days when mercenary armies undertook 
the defence of a countiy aie gone — nevei to lefcuin In the piesent day conflicts 
between nations, the entire people of a country aie mobilised for offensive and 
defensive actions No time should now bo lost in taking adequate measures to 
teach the people of India how to defend their country Compulsoiy military 
seivice is neither necessary nor feasible at this stage But the measuies contem- 
plated by the Government of India are totally inadequate to meet the demands 
of the situation While recruitment to the Indian army on a larger scale may 
meet the immediate requiiements, the piobiem of the defence of India in its 
fundamental aspect should be tackled in a diffeienfc way The nucleus of a citizen 
army can be cieated by introducing compulsory militaiy tiaimng in all the 
Univeisities of India Fiom a report recently published I find that Canada has 
adopted such a course If every Indian youth who goes through the portals of 
a University is given a chance to get an insight into the science and practice of 
modern warfare, you will have in the countiy a source fiom which the future 
<ji’ti 2 en army can be raised I hope that the University authorities in India vrill 
lose no time in taking the necessary steps in this direction and that the Euleis of 
India Will lealise the urgency and importance of this problem, 



-9 AVG, ’40] THE LIADEAS UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION 427 

It TOiclit be nreaed b\ soniG that, by incnlcatinR the knowledge of force in 
the youn?mcn of the Unnersmes, you woxiUl be containinaling fountain-head 

of Boeicly luth the doctrine of force Prophets and thinkers in different 
preached^ tint the use of force in settling «ie atr-urs of 

nioralb wrong md wiclcd Of late a great deal has been said about this doctrine 
^hc ivbolesalc condemnation of the nso of force under an> circumstances js, I 
think, the result of n mistaken interpretation of the tcachini^s of prophets nna 
Teh‘iou 5 reformers** ^ly reading of tlie philosophy of non-violence lends me to tho 
conciufiion that it is the object that lies behind the use of force that makes it right 
or rTrong If the powers of evil resort to the use of force, they can and ought 
to be icsisted bv counter force While the force used by Hitler in pursuing his 
policy of aggression is totally wrong, the force that is necessary to resist Hitler 
IS morally justified If this interpretation of the doctrine is correct, ^ve need not 
hesitate to take all necessary steps to teach the ^oung men m our Unnersitics to 
resist by force the powers of evi! , , , i . x t 

lUc tiend of events in Europe during the last two decades Las demonsiratca 
how the dcstiuv of nations can be moulded bv the peculiar training gnen to the . 
youth of a country Iho rule that is established in modern Geunany has bet^a^ 

recently described by President Itooscvelfc as “a new enslavement m nbicli men 
may not speak, nia^ not listen and may not think ” How has it been possible 
for a small band of dictatois and politic il adicuturers to impose such a sNslcm.*' 
on a highly intellectual and enlightened people like the Gernnns ? It was 
assumed iii inanj quarters that the German people were not behind Hitler and 
his associates and that the whole system would break down in a moment of crisis, ‘ 
It was this belief that was responsible for the Allies dropping leaflets on German 
towns, explaining the implications of Ka/i rule, at the beginning of the wan 
Subsequent c^cnts ha^e demonstrated that the original assumption on which this 
action was based was wrong It would not be possible for the most powerful 
group of political ad\cnturers to start on a gigantic war of aggression if thej were 
not certain of the whole hearted support of their own nation Die historian of the 
future will find that the whole Geiman nation must bear with Hiller the 
respon Sibil fty for this war 

The strength of Hitler in Germany is the powerful support that the youth of 
that conn try ‘rs gning bun The de\a5tating perversion of ilic Hitler jouth is the 
real Bticngth behind the Dictator Ihc youth of Germany today arc ardent 
bchc^e^^ytn all the tenets of the Nazi docUmc The first net of Hitler and his 
associates when they captured the citadels of power in Germany was to get the 
voiUh of the country on their side and to inculcate in them a passionate faith in 
the principles of the Nan partv Ihe entire cducatioml sjslcm of Germany is 
permtated with Nazi ideals The European conflict today is, therefore, a conflict 
of the youth of Germany with tlie youth of the other coiuitnes The prcbcnt day 
generation of Germany has been taught to believe in and adopt standards 
of conduct avhidi are in sharp contradiction to the generally accepted 
standards of the world Their ideals today arc fundamentally difFercnt 
and constitute a men icing challenge to the very foundations of human liberty 
My object in referring to this aspect of the world situation is to cmphasibc 
the inijiortnnco of the educational system of n countrv in the shaping not merelv 
of Its own destiny but of the destiny of its neighbours as well ahe moral to be 
drawn is that we should be extremely careful about (hose ideals and standards 
which ha\c been accepted as correct in all ages and which have stood the lest of 
lime Jhcrc are those who think that our educational system should be radicallv 
altered to suit modern conditions IMuIc adjustments arc ineutablc from time to 
time, we must lake care that the fundamental moral foundation of our educational 
system is not disturbed 

'Jlic need for cauUon applies not merely to rdacational problema but to fhn 

In Ibe very nature of things the Tvorld can nerer 
etntul FtiH Jdie never ending pJnsical movement of tlie Umverse in i?a 
own orbit ifi rcficctcd in the constant moicmcnt of human life nnf tbo^mht 
I ro,.rc«s reform, rc'olution Ihc'c are but the Canons pliascs of that mo<einpnt 
winch ben doers the in en_c man ^011 and I arc JniiiE in siirh <. ' 

world’, historv In their quest for the ideal society the® %ou(h tc^Sd In 
Itrusli aside all rslnhli-l cd coiivciilions in the pohticar socnl amWentn^ 
spheres 1 am not afraid of change, and I do not adiocate tbe"^ doetnue of^™c?m'i 
still ’ in human aff ora 'While tl^ nccc«il} for ehan^rand n^JnisS^^ .« ii>n A"'' 
law of life, we ought not to ignore the need for restraint without which societf 
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^ill pensh Whatever might be the peculiarities of a particular -eta, ^e have to 
recognise that the foundations of human life are based on' certain cannons of 
conduct which are of nn eternal nature Those who thoughtlessly attempt to 
'^disturb these foundations are often lesponsible for the miseries and tragedies of the 
wbrld Mathew Arnold’s dictum — *‘Moral causes govern the rise and fall of 
Stat;e5”--is of universal application This lesson is of special Significance to our 
country today because the Indian youth is filled with enthusiasni for change and 
reform m all directions in our national life With all oui impatience with the 
existing order of society, let us temper our enthusiasm with a proper appreciation 
of “the canons and conventions which have a permanent value 

' The rise of the authoritarian States during the last two decades offers a 
powerful illustration of the dangers which follow when all recognised ideals are 
set at naught in rebuilding a society Ever since organised societies came into 
existence in the world, political thinkers have discussed the relation between the 
indnidual and the State Even m the States of the ancient and the mediaeval 
world, whose functions were practically confined to the elementary problem of 
^"defence against external aggression, limits were set to the claims of the indivi- 
dhal as against the State The limitations on the liberty of the individual citizen 
> were, however, based on a recognition of the value of human personality and 
individual freedom. In the modern State, the functions of Government' fiavc'*^ 

" ;pome to include almost every aspect of human life , nevertheless, the? countries 
^ which have a democratic constitution allow considerable freedom to the indiu- 
>dual citizen The bmldeis of the totalitaiian States have set at naught all those 
.-principles of civil and political liberty which have guided mankind foi three 
thousand years Compulsions and prohibitions of various kinds have struck at 
4be root of individual liberty till at last in these States their citizens cannot even 
think differently from their rules In their mad zeal the dictators of the world 
have uprooted humanity aud begun- the building of a social order on la different 
plane by diametrically opposite methods and without any regard for toy of Iho 
great traditions and ideals which have guided civilised society through all the 
centuries Some of these revolutionaries feel no need of private property;^ of family 
of faith, of even God in their new order Their woik has been a" negation of - 
everything which for thousands of years has meant what we call progress, ^mvili- . 
Bation, civil liberty and popular government ^ 

The temporary and spectacular success which has attended the^efforts of some^ 
these men has even created a doubt in the minds of people about fhe-jefljcacy of 
democracy as an instrument of government It has become the lasmoii 
to speak of dictators in all movements Even in this Isnd^of indnidualism this 
tendency to extol the totalitarian State is evident The" advocacy of totalitarian 
methods is very often sought to be justified on the plea of discipline Whether in 
the name of dictatoi*ship or discipline, any mo\ement which crushes individual 
initiative in thought or action is a curse There are no doubt occasions m the 
history of nations when the individual has almost to annihilate himself in the 
interest of the State The most notable example of this is, probably, the Public 
Security Act which was recently passed by the British Parliament All those 
pnnciples of liberty and freedom which the Englishman considered as his birthright 
were wiped off at one stroke, and yet in this piocess the essential individual 
freedom of the Englishman has lemained That law was pressed not at the will of 
a dictator but by the voluntary consent of a free people It is said “That man 
in free who is conscious of himself as the author of tne law which he obeys 
Judged from this standard, the Britisher is still fiee today Within the next 
few ^ears our country, along with the rest of the world, is bound to witness 
great changes in its political structure At such a time it is essential that you 
should retain your faith in the demociatic ideal and not be lined away by false 


p t s 

' One of the causes -which has created difSculties for democracy and which Las 
even brought about national collapse in ceitain cases is class conflict The rise of 
Soviet Eussia and the propaganda of the Third International have spread this 
conflict?- throughout the world There is no doubt that the new industrial 

problems which have defied the ingenuity oi 
somehow there is a gap, a want of balance 
system, which we have not found wajs and 
In the midst of plenty and progress there is 
povel^y Men have presseH the question as to Tvhy it is that, with all the 
yaunt of pTogres^ that society has made and is making, there is, fo muen 


aj^e has brought in its train 
economists Somewhere and 
’ In Giir social anff^ economic 
means fo fill 01^ to supply 
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rovcrlT and want iind apnarently such permanent lines of division |>ctwcen Iho 
°L “Sim bSjtS'Sl .S'»d jS order rooid 1.0 .ot 

Jfojil", 'S'Si.roS'neo';^ jStiS iiolfe ,fX’;o!.ti™f ‘oteSv 

new orlcr has been cstabl.sl.cd the apostles of tins doUiinc have TCally suctccdcd 
in min tv tine: i>ovcr(^ One diicct 10*51111 of this new n^o^cment bns, liQ^e^er, 

iLn the creation ^ch *55 war It Mas thought at one time tlmt India Mith its tradaional 
conscrvaliBrn would not offer a fruitful soil for ihm dortnne Bvit c%cnts oC> Uic 
Inst fow years h'lte shown that (he danger of class «ar is a real tlnngci in Iiulinr* 
Attemnts ha\c been mnde to crcitc deadl) confhots between Inndlora and tenant, 
employer and woikman Already we htx^c in our midst ^nnous disinlcgrntmg 
factors which weaken ns at c'vcrj turn ^hc spicad of class lonfiict on any 
scale will prove disastrous to our national eohdarity When the lnslor\ of the 
present times comes to be written in its true pcrspcctiNe» it will be found that the 
tra^oc collapse of the Ircnch democracy is in no feinall measure due to tins cancer ^ 
of ‘^class conflict m the French nation 'Ihc mnginUidc of the damai^c donojy:^ 
this disaster can he realised from the fact that a pcO/dc who were the 
bearers of liberty in the world have adopted a totalitarian form of gOAornmenV 
If wo ^ arc to keep our bearings as a nation, we must lake a lesson from tina^ 

tragic episode , , , . . , , 

While the possibility of class war looms on the hou70n ns n polcntial dnngo^ 
we huNG a l\%c pioblem lu cow^munal condiets So has been caid aUawt 

this pro]:)1cm in recent years that whatever one might say mnj bo onlv a rcsLaf^,“ 
meut of what has been said over and over again Ihc excuse for restating /(Ji-H* 
<hat nothing adequate has xet been done in relief or rcmoial of the grautj of fhO 
problem* Repetition is, perhaps, the only way by which a Bclf-ccntred and som- 
nolcnt juibhc opinion can be stirred to look deeply into this question before it is 
loo iai« loo (ate for what ? loo let to stem the tide of disintegration and cuii 
strife T^iose who belittle this problem are committing a grave error A study 
pf the -acuteness of this problem in Us various stages would gne the real due 
to its n'^ire and significance It would be found that the ni tensity of 
the prolilcm was in direct proportion to the measure of political reform 
that was gi\cn (o the country from time to time "While the problem 
cmoigcd nt^ a time when the nidirocnta of poliUcnl power were transferred to 
^ (he Indian people, it has reached its acutest stage at a pciiod when there is the 
'po'^sIrnTIt^ of India acquiring the substance of political fiecdom *1110 problem is 
one of political niqbitions, and not of religions or cultural conflict 3 he ambition 
IS both legitimate lUTdaiatiual With its ever-widening ramifications, (he nctniiics 
of a modern Government affect the cvervdav life of indnidnnls and communities 
m a manner which conld not be comprehended by our ancestors In such a state 
of focictj It IS oiilj natural that communities should strive to share political 
tower in an cftccUve manner 3t might, however, be asked win we should think 
and talk in terms of the community ns a unit The answer to this question lies 
111 the peculiar eocial structure of India which lias existed from lime immcmonar 
3 o Ignore this tendency 10 to ignore Indian history The communal problem 
therefore, is a problem of India’s historv, and not a problem created by reactionary^ 
poliliciane or self-seeking individuals Kedher appeals (o patriotism nor pleas for 
tolerance will really solve it What is wanted is sacrifice by vested interests 3 hose 
who b> some caucc or other have come to occunj the scats of political power 
must agree to share them with others 

nsked verv often whether the demands of com- 
mnnnl leaders arc not opjo'^ed to the fundamental principles of dcmocracx It m 
(alcn for granted (hat in a perfect democratic svstem the individual mnst reach 
poMtions of power and responsibility by his own intrinsic merit and not bv 
fitatutorj safegnards and^_ preferential treatment The democratic 


cannot 


. ' , j — » 'I — '• W4.X. democratic doeltlnr 

be Slated in this absolute form without reference 


cn^.ronmc»t6 i!> wliich dompernev TvoriV ’A(Mt7{.i(rn'^c,lor inFHncrTs onlt !hn 
nicnus mid not t be end of democracy Equal opportmutics of rlmnncr rowL m 
rcalh the end of dcniocncv Tins end In? been ncbjcrcd in Western ,-coun(ne? 
mcnis of the ballot box and "didt franchise If in tl,e peculiar enr^on^l .r^* 
countrv like India the ballot boy docs not bring about an'rnnal fchnrmfr ^ 

of the bal pi I ox fimiplctc? the i-ro-css of dcmocraca in JiidnC In simli r™ 
tmecs, other onciheds arc necessary to remedy th6 maJndjuctmcnt Xh 


<*aV 
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box does not rectify There is nothing undemocratic m making those adjustments 
suited to our conditions Let us hope that before it is too late the solution will be 
found and the dangei of disintegration will be warded off 

Giaduatcs of the year, my message to you to day is to get a true perception 
of the danger that threatens India along with the rest of the world, to withhold 
nothing that may contiibute to ultimate success in the present conflict, and to be 
prepared for the task of painful reconstruction that lies ahead It is not given to 
every one of you to scale the heights of success and to be the arbiter of the destinies 
of nations Ihe lot of the vast majority among you must necessarily be cast in the 
humdiura woild in which the indnidual works m silence and in * obscurity That 
^docs not mean that ^our work has no value to your country or to the world We 
must lemember that the leal work of the world is carried on by the vast majority 
of men and women whose lot is cast in humble places A country’s progress 
depends upon the earnestness and thoroughness with which the a\erage citizen carries 
out his allotted task E\en from the point of view of individual achievement, the 
-quality of a man’s woik in life is to be judged, not by the number of magnitude 
of the thing he does, but by the efliciency and thoioughness with which he discharges 
his everyday task With all the emphasis that is righiy laid on the need for correct 
and inspiring leadership, we cannot ignore the quality of the average citizen. In, the 
words of Aristides ’Neither walls, theatres, porches nor senseless equipnges-^make 
States , but men who are able to rely upon themselves ” 

* flhere is work ^|oi eveiy one of us to do There are destructive influences 
jA^ad in our counti*^ aS* in other parts of the \\orld Some of these ^influences 
aie^acti^e, intelligent and confident, and there are, m addition, the usual influences 
^of ''ignoiance, stupidity and selfishness ^The question for every one of you uho 
'today goes out to face the problems of life is to ask bimself ”Am I competent, 
making myself competent, to undeistand the problems that face my country and 
tlie world, and, if so, am I putting my influence my power, my brain, my character 
to the service of my laud ?” Do not be disheaitened by the insignificance of vour 
woik or by the failures that attend jour effoits ‘‘The stone that the buildeis 
rejected became the key-stone of the *aich” Ihc woik of the humblest counts 
Youth has an unlimited held for work and service Youth is always on-^the saddle, 
and just now the obligations and oppoitunities of the youth in India, as elsewhere, 
are literally stupendous The destiny of youth, as Disraeli pictured in his days, is 
tiue even today * Wc live in an age 'uhen to be young and to be indiflerent can be 
no longci synonjmous We must piepare for the coming hour The clarma of the 
futine aie represented by suffering millions, and the youth of a nation "are the 
tiustees of posterity - 


The Bombay University Convocation 

Sir Akhar Hy dan’s Convocation Address 


The following is the text of the Convocation Address delivered at the 
Convocation of the Univeisitj “of Bombay by the Bt Hon’ble St7 Akhar 
(Na\\nb Hjdar Nawaz Jung. Babadui) pc, ncii, lld President, H E H 
the Nizam’s Executive Council aud Chancellor, Osmania Dnneisity, Hyderabad, 
Deccan, held in August 1940 — 

You have honoured me greatly by inviting me to deliver this year’s Convoca- 
tion Address It would in any case have been a matter of pride to nave been 
asked to do so by the Chancellor of a Univeisity of such great traditions as 
Bombaj , but jour invitation, Sir, gave me keen pleasuie as 'vvell, because mcr 
half a centuiy ago, I was one of a similar eager band who stood to receive tneir 
degrees befoie the Chancellor of this very University (or rather befoie the vice- 
Chancellor owing to the Chancelloi’s absence at the time ) I find much satisfac- 
Iron in ^the leflection, and I must therefore thank you for the pleasure and tne 
pride, I feel, of being with you to day , , . 

^ 2 1 feel that it is not necessaiy, nor would it be seemly on my part to 

treat you to a lecluie^ For most of you, as foi me, the days of Jectuies aie past 
My oppoitiTm ties’' of gatheiing expeiience are now drawing 'to a close, wnereas 
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j,'„„ ™ )u.t opcnme I 

;ijlk-:iS-5sSby-s3S^^^^ 

N-voroii, MftUadcv GoMiid R-\n 
IWiruddiu 'Ijnbji, Prlnclp^l 


moroTi R^ndc;' Kasiun^ith Tnmbak ^erozcslnli ^ 

;i/r w>u. Principal WordBi^orth to mention only n ^c^^ hailing fiom this 


CiU^aid fuller life ^^lual 3 011 arc enjOMUg to daj lb 

^aa they, and others associated ^^lth them in other paits of the eouiUr:y% a^ho ^ 

Girled the grrit Ubk of %Mnimig back foi India her Bclf respect /^ou can nrdly 
fmalisc the dilhuiUics which beset then path ;jnd the obstacles aUjuIi they liad to 
o\crcomc Mam opportunites of ficr\iug our Llotherland were, though not in Hu 
Tot in practice, closed to us then You Iia\c only to read the cont^o^cls> which j 
ra^cd o\ci the Ilbcit Bill to realise the difTcrcnce bctucen then and nou Ihc 
melt contempoiancs of my youth ucrc the first aititiccrs of this liaiisformation 
Mlipv uoikcd hard, thev took the trouble to go, as it ucie, to school again It was 

ihou that an attempt was first made tow aids a more objeclne icndcnng 

nf Indian histoiy, for it was realised that a true conception of tli^ ^ 

pauutrv^s past could alone Icid to a proper construction of the future 
nimt tinfc a'-'ain saw the reniissancc of the dilTcrcnl Jangunges of India, tho 
homnniiiirs of a loiing icionstuiction of her whole culturnl trndilioii, chsorgn^l^ec^ 
hv the Mcissitiidcs of the pciiod from the middle of the ISth centur> It was 
then that ihc foundations wcic laid of modem Indian industry , it was then Cljat 
the oucstiou began to be asked with c \ cl increasing insistence, why opportunities t)f 
poiMCO m the wider sense were not giicn to Indians in their oun land, it was then 
that It was rciliscd what now seems at times to be forgotten, that in the ducisilics 
of our iwplc and oui cultures thcic is an essential uniU, and that h\ the fostciing 
of that unity alone could self icspcct be attained and the time come when Indians 
would wall^the highwa^B of their own landj conscious that thej were the masters of 

its prmloge of bring when these stout champions were still 

able Many of them honoured me with their friendship, for one of the most 
admirable, as it was the most loiablc, traits of those great men was that thej 
' liked thc^ Boact> of tiic ^oung , the) did not mcioly utter platitudes tliat the 
aoung ihcn of their time were the toich bearers of the fuinic , tlicj helped m 
c\cry” wn3 they could, bj association, by counsel and bj fncnd<;hip, to tram such 
as were willing for the work that hj ahead lliej did another thing Thej did 
not concentrate on 'politics alone To them the attainment of political freedom 
was onh one albeit an important one, of the man> objcctncs of India’s regenera- 
tion Uhey worked for social freedom, industrial freedom, freedom of c\cr> sort 
which would go to make the richness of Indian life which we see to-da> —freedom 
but not licence 

5 I think wo can gather a great measure of comfort and also of inspiration 
for the tasks which now confront us b} studying the Ii\es of these makers of 
India Our diflicuUies are nothing to what these men had to face No one now 
contests that India should have self determination , no one now denies that 
Indians should bo trained to defend their own countr} , no one disputes that 
India should industrialise herself to the e'^tent that is necescqrv , no one obiccts 
to India ha\ing her ov\n merchant nnvj Ibere is no dispute worth the name 
about au> of these , but why is it that we have been so disturbed in recent Tears 
and wh3 has our progress in all these and other directions been constantly 
iinpc<led ? 

G If ma reference to those whom I have called the great contemporaries of 
my 30uth will ha\e the effect of inducing 30U to studv their lives, vou will find 
in them an answer to manj of a our questionings I hope you wiirbcar with me 
if I huger TCt a while in the rcalin of pious and I hope still fruitfuL memorv 
In the they believed ui the ctscntial kinship which communita of soil 

pne^^toaU Indians Uo them duersitv was not an element of wealvucss biitnr 
strength , Ojvcn a common kinship, difftrenccs of birth, of religion and of culture 
mcrch added to the richness of the common contribution Another thim? 
thev bcbcvcKl in was hard work You have only to look to the life of Jamrbedn 
lata or S}cd Ahmed Khan or Gopal Krishna Gokhalc to reahse how much S rhat 
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they did foi India was due to sheei haid work Wherever you look, you find tins 
quality always prcdominatiup; in the gieat men of our past They believed and I 
tbiuk we would do well to follow that belief that if our national development is 
be balanced and bung happiness to our people, we should not strive to progress 
only politically There are other duections of national development to which we 
should-pay almost equal attention We must not forget that we have still much 
headway to make lake for example the improvement of village life 1 do not see 
why, in fespect of the peasant, we cannot stait the work now In fact, the work 
has started, and whatevei little has been so far achieved has added to the stren<^th 
and sniuty of the urge for political ad\ancement itself, A happy people is The 
basis and object of good government whatever its form If the people lack good 
loads, good dunking water, a properly worked out marketing system, piotection 
against debilitating diseases, the governments which they will return by their 
suffrages will necessarily reflect their own condition 

7 It IS my firm conviction that the present in not an unhappy time in 
India The war has not as ^et bi ought tiagedy to our homes as it has to so many 
in Europe, but it may, I am afraid, not be long before it does Our men are 
already at their stations on the sea, in the air and on laud, along with the men of 
other members of the Commonwealth , and, as the war de\ clops, we may suffer 
^ven more diicctly than we have done so far , and here I am sure you will join njc 

*-1rt paying a tribute not only to those of our men who have fallen serung 
aimed foices of the Grown but also to those others who, although not parii of these* 
fmces, bra\e no Icss^dangors in plying our meuhant ships thiough danger- infested 
Watos — I mean, our gallant lascars 

8 I feel that if we’use the opportunities which this war is bringing us for 
eelMiscipline, such sacrifices as we may have to make in return will not be m 
a am ^elf-discipline invohcs a great many things It does not mean merely the 
denial of certain anicinties , it also means a poslt^^e effort so to equip oneself as to 
be of more use to the community and, therefore, to oneself We shall icqqiie such 
Bell-discipline in the gieatest possible measure if we aie to tide over successfully 
the difficult times which will supeivene at the end of the war We shall feel the 
depression w^hich will ineMtably come far more if we have got used to luxunes of 
life which are not essential If, in these days of compaiatively greater ammiities, 
we can learn to lead^ simple lives, we shall be all the better able to stand the 
economic blizzard when it begins to sweep over this laud 

9, As I have said, never before have we Indians had such puraerous and 
railed opportunUies of seiMcc as have novr been opened up for us by, the patient^;'' 
and unremitting labours of our great men and by the chance of fortune -Jiistory"^ 
18 full of lessons of the necessity of prepaimg, not only of, fighting, for freedom 

10 History has also a lesson to teach us in regard to-J-Iie treatment of 
divergent elements One solution is to smash them>into acceifiance of a common 
uniformity But that solution, while effective for a short period, if brutally pursued 
never lasts The better plan is to conciliate Now% m India, we have the minorities 
and we have the Princes The question of the minoiities I must leave to othcis 
All that I will say is that the wise waj in the treatment of minorities has always 
been the generous way Wherever minoiities have been treated generously, the 
minority question has not arisen Wherever, as in some of the countiies of Cential 
Europe, the minority question has been handled unsympathetically, it has m the end 
ruined those countries 

11 The ploblem of Indian unity is two-fold , it Is not confined to unity 
between the difteient peoples who inhabit this land but extends to unity between 
different political entities as well The problem is not one of fusion which means 
dissolution of the parts in the whole , it is rather a question of linking the different 
parts together If we have not attained unity so far despite the association of 
cen tunes, the community of soil and the luspuation of the great religious teachings 
of the East, rt is because there has been found lacking that binding force which we 
requrre of security against the warring elements in one another Each part, whether 

3: State or a -Piovince, whether a race or a caste, must feel and m fact be secure, 

bound by this great chain which must be of their own forging Believe me, such 
a chain, lik6 the social contract of Bosseau, while it may curb licence on the part 

of units; will hold the country together as a whole m freedom U the dictates of 

self-iespect or consid^ations of the spectacle we are to-day provming to others are 
iCL -themselves insufficient to induce an enduring settlement which may spell secuiily 
to each howsoever sjnj^U its number, the recent example of a great people penshing 
through division and.rinprepareclness may well cause us to reflect 



-Aooosi ’10] THE BOAIBAY UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION 431 

1'’ As for the Slates, there is much loose talk about them, about their 
BNBlcms and their future I have had the pniilcKC, after sen ice in Bnli«h India 
of scrunR in the premier Slate for nearly half a centurs and I can tell you tiiat 
^hnte tr others raiy say, there is life and iitalitj in the States ivhieli British India' 
cannot iS 'llicy hare been condemned to dcserintioiis of then so-called 
“mcdiamalibro” and to nrophccicB of "oslinction” , surely such condemnations and 
threats onh Ic'xcl to the very antithesis to the co-operation ncccssarj for the 
evolution of n Greater India For my part I nm coiwinccd that the lOunantioiiB 
on whioh rests the go\crnance of Indian States, based as it is on the expcntnhe of 
centuries of ndministraUon Indians IhcmRcUcs and fortified from time to time in 
ateordance with the changing conditions, will endure It is but in Iho fitness of 
tilings tliat tIio> have been accorded a place xn the Advisory War Council recently, 
announted l)j His Exccllcncj the Viceroy 

13 In bringing about such unity in the country, in instilling faith in Iho 
ultimate fluccc ‘^5 of the cause of such liberation, University education fails of its 
mam purpose if it docs not lead us to perceive the unity underlying diversity Uhm 
18 the 1 ruth which religion proclaims It la also the Irulh which Science ha^ 
come to accept Ihc nineteenth century belief in the iiermancnt divcrsity^of 
elements, has been discarded I^Iattcr and bpiiit arc no longer held to bo different and 
opiHiscil to each other The belief lu the Supremo Unity bclund the phenomcii vl"^ 
world is'a very ancient axiom of Indian thought From it sprang the principle of 
icspcct for all religions as so many different avenuea to salvation Our country 
has been the meeting place of all the great religions and the great cultures of ^tlm 
vvoild If, ns I piofoundl^ believe, the world order of unnnrsal peace and harniony- 
can come only out of an enlightened -religious outlook, our country, by i^ho 
assembling in it from immemorial times of all the great religions, is the one jdacc’ 
whcic such tin outlook is most likely to be developed And it must develop first 
in the minds and souls of men who have received the highest education This 
IJnivcrhity^ enjojs a special advantage in this respect Bombay is a great 
cDsmopoUtau city , raiBis, Jains, Jews, bikbs, Buddhists, Chnstians, Iiluslims and 
Hiiidus of diverse sects and castes arc here closely asBOciated with one anothei in 
b«Binc*»s and in social and national activities I earnestly trust that the young 
graduates whom I see before me will realise in their own persons and lives the 
gicat reaponsibihty which rests on them to bring about unity and harmonv among 
nil the sections of our population But we cannot bring about harmony in the 
relations between different communities and castes and nations unless first we realise 
• it in ourseWes We must discipline ourselves to think in terras of human i tv 

11 The fact is that all our political ideas need radical rciision In this 
country, wo should start from the basic factors of our history and culture and 
build un iiulopcmltihUy a Bciqncc and practice which will answer ])nmarilv to our 
needs but may also’^wove useful to others We should conserve all that "is creative 
in our past experience, dibcard what has become harmful, eliminate factors which 
nuke for disunion and cmphasiho those— and the‘'e arc ninny — which make for 
concord We must leep in view not only our particular communal provincial or 
even national interests All tlic«e arc important, but we must never lose sight of 
the fact that, except so far as our measures are in harmony with the highest 
interests of all other nations and of humanity, they arc more likelv to breed discord 
than promote peace 

13 But for India to perform this noble mission, the India of your making 
should be a Bliong and united India, capable of asserting its voice m the counsels 
of the Lrnpirc and of the world It must have its army, Us navy, Us air force 
and a strength proportionate to Us vast population and extensive territory , it must 
be capable of mobilising its industry, its man-power, for the defence of its frontiers 
should they ever be threatened We have so far lived in our valleys and plains in 
the pursuit of the arts of peace but if the world is scoured by wolves we must 
Eurch be able and rcadv to protect ourbclrcs A country peopled by four hundred 
miHiou souls can surely be a world power, and the task of creating this new Tit^ 
must bo left to you of the younger generation We of the olcTcr gen oration can 
only pray that we mav live to see that task fulfilled And. if m vour enthuL.m 
or vour trials you become impatient of the past which may iclm io To^vn^^ 
footsteps, I hope you vnll be blessed wuh the wisdom to reject only eo much* of 

in s 4t,i 
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V Ft Amarnatli Jlia s Convocation Address 


The following 18 the Convocation Address deliveied by Piofcssor Amamath 
Jha, Vice-Chancellor, Univeisity of Alhhabad, at the Convocation of the TJniveisity 
of Mysore held on the 14th October 1940 — 

^ I feel deeply honoured at having been invited to address you to day For 
many ^of you this ib a solemn moment when your Achnrja bids ^ou farewell 
and sends you forth from these academic groves into the vast and unquiet world 
-bc}oud, with no arms and no equipment save what you have lu a stout heart, 
tt-checrful spirit, and a strong character I am to utter to you words of \ale- 
dicLioii that will, I hope, stand you in good stead, and will cheer you, comfort 
and sustain you when you feel tempted to throw aside your buidciiB and cJioose 
the piimiose paths of luxury and ease I have still the most vivid recollections 
my undeigiadiiate days and all my life I have been in daily toueV with 
"young students I do not speak to you fiom the superior heights of Olympus, noi 
Xi* tuist will my e^lK«.tatiou seem to you to be impractical and ^ SifBcult of 
rfeali^ation ^ ■» 

^ ^Alay I expiesB at<the outset a feeling which all India shares with you, the 
fceliQg of loss and grief, irieparable loss »and profound grief, at the demise of 
your foimer Chancellor, Hia Highness Maharaj Sii Knshnaraja Wadujar Baliadin ? 

was a great iiiler and in a real pense commanded the love and allegiance of 
Ills subjects He was wise find combined in himself the imagination oi the seer 
aud the practical commonsense of the statesman In him were traits at once 
simple, great, aud beautiful Among his many titles to fame and gratitude, not 
the least is the foundation of this University One is reminded of the passage 
';in the Laws in which Plato lays down his scale of values, as oni^ attempts to 
Sum up the many qualities that have died with His late Highness • “The hist 
and foremost is wisdom, second a reasonable habit of mind allied with insmht, 
third, and resulting from the^^ combination of these qualities with courage, is 
justice, and fourth courage” ^It must be a matter of supreme gratifoatioii to all 
those associated with this Univeisity that' it has as^ its Chancellor oiie-ol its^own^ 
distinguished graduates — ^a unique circurastauee of which you may be legitimately 
pioud One confidently trusts that those qualities of his predecessor live in 
abundant measure m your new Chancellor whose name wiU,' wa all hope, stand 
fixed as a star in the spacious firmament of time ' " 

The University of Mysore is about to complete twenty-five years of its exis- 
tence not a long span when we recall the ancient University of Alhazar or the 
foundations of Italy, Pans, Oxford or Cambridge, but long enough to make one 
feel that its aichitects have budded well and truly, that its reputation as a place 
of learning is well-deserved, and that the genius of the place is benignant and 
progressive It has during these years imparted instruction m utilitarian subjects 
like Engineering and Medicine, Teaching, Commerce , it has also given training 
in the subjects of English Literature, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Persian, History, 
Economics, Philosophy, Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Geology, Botany, Zoology , 
it has a department of Archaeology , it has undertaken the publication of an 
English-Kannada Dictionary , it has organised an annual senes of Extension 
Lectures , it has encouraged original investigation It has, what is new among 
Indian univcisities, a University Settlement, which bungs students into close 
touch with the poor people of the land In these and other lespccts, it has sinte 
1916 achieved much, enough to justify one in regarding it as a place of light, of 
libeity and of learning 1 have deliberately chosen these words as expressing the 
ideals foi which a University should stand, the aims that it should strive to 
achieve A true Univeisity is a centre from which should emanate light rather 
Than heat, light rather than sound, light that should illuminate the dark 
cornets of the mind and the obscure spaces in the universe outside, light that 
%omes from reason rather than fiom passion, light that is dry, shoonng its rays 
on all sides and levealtng the truth m so far as it can be levealed The darkness 
of ignoiance, the closrds of superstition, the falsehood that masquerades as truth, 
the dim and vague shapes of prejudice and bigotry are all dissipated in its bngiit 
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if^lh *n they ha^c any passion, it . ,r (xro dedicated to ainthuiK 


truth , they niuBt acknowledge J/Aq be WmUc It mayor 

S \«c^v the depths of n^y >K;'°X aian that of the reel scholar, for he knovrs 
ahere- .s no k^vledRe that he has gained 

how much there is ^^°7h'er of the Inlls, forgive our towcis, 

1 ^ trianicd, narrow, anj 

ncquucs knon ledge from whatsoever g „/,nl the boundaries of all Bubjerts 

into one subject the uider g r 't„j,^te]y there is a Icndencj in the piesciil ago rii ^ 
seem to touch one one Bubject alone, n scholar working on 

the direction of over i..™gelf in X-ra> , a gKttdogtst prides liimsel/ 

fbpcolioscopS one well verEcd in Economics has no uso.fdr 

on hifi Ignorance of ’ ,,,Air Bunciior nose at the mere mention of 

l'liilosoph> . the man ^ .hotc who have studied a special subject long ond; 

the dismal science But all ttiofcc w^o nn related to 

pondered over all ns hcanngs and see ndvauced , the hounds of ignorance 'uro 

Uany other subjects o^kd^o ’possible Tor evdn the most ambitious and 

fihriiikiiig.fast , and It is no longe claimed in the siateentli eenturv 'I 

longest hied of "V?'' One emulate such giants of the 

lake all knowledge to be my jwov me e fhAcicnt spheres of mtcllectnal 

past and nltajii distinction Baeoii dia in suen ^ c^^^ literature But it m 

activity ns Science, l’^''°®°^’.hnt cvciy scholar should 1 now something of 

possible, ludccd, it 18 weccBsa y, conslantly consciouB of the iinlioundcd 

ss;'. rr ’^b .be .a .. i... .,0^. 

It iTu) luBPixc Bucoccding generations of youlh. U innefc breatlic the 

nUuc nbourit nnd fthout, ficcdora to c\ponnd \icus, freedom to ^^ubt and to don, 
ficcdom lo mquicFcc and to conform 'ilns freedom miist be enjojed by 
BuirUs, who me in the monuug of their Incs, fre^b and bright, eager for ad\enhirc. 

imoaticut to experiment, ambitious to re mould the world nearer to their hcirU 

dmre Ihci mviat be free to prove to tbcmec ves tbnt in some Tc=pc( Is ibc 

he ioiingcst and 

therefore the most all Inouing of them Uhev must be ficc to dijcard or Eclect 
Tme or Mars, or diooec •some hgmed flame wIikIi blende, transcends them air 
FuW ficcdom Pbcmld be extended to them to discover what their genius le, and to 
chaimc their path if it docs not bring out nil tlic vtrfu of winch thej arc capable 
^nbicct to eutb icfitnctions ns mav be neccssar:y for the presmation of the 
UlnYcrsll^ as a icntrc of hberU, light, and learning, and for the maintenance of a 
hcaUhN and wholesome life, the ^onng men of the UnnersUy should have aery 

freedom to prove or dispro\c things for tbemsehee And not only those who arc 

in ^tatn ptlJan but also the senior members, the teachers, mu^^t have bbertv to 
slate fhoir \ia\B to pnbbFh ihcir disoo\ cries, to spread the knowledge they baie 
gmnrd and the truth thej ba\c rcab'^cd Ko teacher should feel that he is likely 
to Fufftr for lus opinions* Ills chief aim is the oommunualion and augmentation 
of knoulcilr.^ and knowledge becomes Ftnnlcd and bliglited and worse than 
i,.norancc if it has to exist in the poisonous atmospberd dT fcar,-Buspiuon'/, 
and di''trn‘?t , ^ ' 

*\nd (innlh, the unner<it\ a centre for learning, for preparation for 

hcnuc for ccaPtU*'*^ searchings of the heart for di^coicnin: what talent is lo<lged 
nilhiu one and hou best to iHjrfcct it and make it rc^lj for use It should 
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provide all facilities for training the youths to take their proper place in the 
commonwealth Goethe uttered a word of sovereign wisdom when he said that the 
primary vocation of man is a life of activity But contemplation, deep thought 
•careful testing of one’s armoury, the attainment of the requisite skill and 
strength must precede action if it is to be effective One must learn not to ask of 
life more than it can give One must learn the rules of the game of life One 
must acquire a sense of proportion One must ascertain to what star one will hitch 
one’s waggon All this one must do if one is to act a useful and helpful and 
noble parC in life This process of learning is unending No one must rest on his 
oars , there are always new worlds of thought waiting to be discovered, an 
untravell6d realm whose margin fades for ever and for ever The students, whilst 
at the University, must devote themselves unsparingly to the pursuit of ^knowledge 
beyond the utmost bound of human thought After they are properly equipped 
and know what it is that they are fit for and how far they may venture and uhat 
shoals and rocks are to be avoided, then they are free to go out into the world of 
’Action to plunge into the fray, to be m the van of public conflict, to wisely 
administer the State, to command the applause of listening senates, to guide the 
lives of others and shape their character, to be leaders of thought All this they 
arc free to do with a sense of expansion and ele\ation, with zeal and ardoujv 
may be with fanaticism But it must be clearly understood that the University is 
primarily and essentially a place of learning Action implies partisanship, ‘the 
pledging of faiths, the affixing of labels , and all this is abhorrent to the spirit of a 
Uiuversity, i\hich warmly" welcomes back to its halls those who have/heen bitter 
foes in the world oftt^side, Ihe capitalist as well as the wage-earner, the landloid as 
well ns the tenant, the royalist no less than the lepublican, the proud Brahmana and the 
humble Shudra, all without consideration of party oi creed or faith, but all united 
in their devotion to the sacred cause of learning For all alike it serves as a 
place of refreshment, of re\ival, of renewal of hope and spirit of enterprise It 
can be this, only if it assiduously maintains its determination not to allow its 
pursuit of knowledge to be deflected into the narrow grooves of action Let the - 
.'teachers and students exercise their normal rights of citizenship , but within the 
University itself, let no breath of stiife enter Study, contemplation, discussion, 
in a free and frank atmosphere there must be , but there must at the same time 
a ban on active participation in the dire noise of conflict, for a student must be 
a student 

And the teacher must remain a teacher During recent years so much stress 
has been laid on^ 'research’ and ^oiiginal work’ that the primary function and duq^ 
of a teacher ar6"in danger of being overlooked It seems that every 
else sinning greatly, be a lesearcher , that he must have done joriginal’ work, 
that he must have published some book or papeip. Public opinion demands pro- 
ductive scholarship ’ A specialist has been defined as a man who knows more and 
moie of less and less Work of real originality desenes to be admired and en- 
couraged Every facility must be given in the way of apparatus, journals, and a 
well-equipped libiary Liberal grants must be made for sending out expeditions 
But the Univeisity is not merely a place of research Its membeiship consists 
foi the most part of undergraduates, who have to learn the art of In mg Tlie 
teacher’s main concern must be the student audits growth , he must be au inspira- 
tion to his pupils , he must mould their character , he must be a living influence 
for them He must possess quickness of sympathy and bieadth of outlook and 
undeistanding He must shape them not merely the training of intellect but 
by the discipline of spiiit What can give more joy than the consciousness that 
one has contiibuted to the maturing and shaping of a character, to the equipment 
of an intellect, to the enlargement and widening of a vision 7 Constant contact 
with the pupil, sharing in his life, enjoying his fullest confidence, providing him 
with opportunities for the cultivation of his taste, these, and the imparting of 
knowledge, the arousing of genuine love and enthusiasm for the subject of his 
study are the teacher’s main duty , these are also his privilege and a source of 
unending satisfaction and delight lu order that he should succeed, he must be 
a person of high character , nothing that he says or does should fall below a 
certain moral standaitV Spirits full of activity and full of energy that are pres- 
sing toward, eagerly, hopefully, rushing onward to fine issues must be touched 
only-by what is elevating and ennobling 

Toiing giaduates, it. is- your pride that you aie young You have to choose 
your path in life Y'ou. have acquired, I trust, that faculty which, in the words 
gf Milton j will enaWjQu to peifoim joyfully, skilfully, and magnammously, all 
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the oto. b.tb pmete end P«bhe of jenee ,.d ^ 

?9 well that darkness of despair docs not surround you, You do ;not yet 

know that ujjjg ample proposition that lio] e makes 

In all designs begun on caith below 

Falls in the promised largenct^s” . 

On till sides of sou leaining spreads Us varied treasurcB , there arc in front 
of vou long and agreeable vistas , you have many realms to explore 
vour ability xour energy, your enterpneo will be ^^orth anything, unless 
ate allied a high chaiacter, the determination to lead a clean life, the creed that 
Tword given must be a word kept, the will not to Mold lighlh to temptation to 
nrefer the second best, to pause and rest and acquiesce, the ilrm faith in whijt 
8 noble and good and beautiful Of what a^ml are nil a our ac( 0m)>l^hnient8, aU 
\our biilliant gifts if vou cannot at the same tune be dependable, ii you cannot 
uphold the truth, if you lose both the regard of others and your self respect If 
'SOU do good and succour the weak, if you protect the innocent, jr you mitigate 
the sufimngs of humanity, if you add to the sum of human happiness jf you -ue 
straight if you nc^er cause anyone to shed tears except at youi death, your edu- 
cation and training will IiaNC been amply justified ^jb\cn at the risk of be^ng 
considered old fashioned, one may still pay a tribute to the qualities connoteti by 
“tlie grand old name of gentleman " Ihcre arc ccrtaib graces of life, nrbanit'i, n 
standard of conduct, a polish, a sense of dctonira, a breeding, which one asspentes 
with a gentleman Gentlemanhness, said Fuskin, is only another word for intense 
humanity If \oii ha\c self respect you will nnturalh respect others One who 
tramples down on the sacred indiMduality of others, who is willing to destroy and 
crush, who docs not hesitate to blot out of existence nations and countries, must 
in reality be an object of pily, for be doubtless bns the utmost contempt for lum- 
sclf and distrust in bis ulUmatc destiny Thoughtfulnesss for others, generosity" 
tciidcnicsa of feeling, appreciation of other points of view — these are the marks of 
a gentleman Culture and refinement arc not bourgeois virtues , the sons and, 
'daughters of the sod ha\c the true graces and signs and culture But there is a 
danger that crudeness may be considered to be identical with morality, and 
Milganty max pass for one of the badges of progicssncncss In literature obscenity 
jR-*ensh r].qcd by the moderns in the sanctum sanctorum Let g^utlemanliness in 
ih<HHsht word, and conduct still continue to he your ideal 

if you arc considerate and think of others besides your own selves, it will 
be clear to youfthnt yo»r action will be guided by a belief in freedom and tolerance 
I \cnturc to llmik that the mam distinction between the Hindu view of life and 
tlint of the West lies m this, (hat the former constantly places emphasis on llniics 
and the latter on Bights Ohc Sanskrit woid ‘Zi/uirn a’ is rightly translatal as 
‘Duty,’ for fins is (he ^cry ha‘;is of the Hindu conception of Bchgion I may bo 
wrong, but I doubt if there is any Sanskrit term for the idea expressed in moaern 
political thought h% the phrase Tights of man » Wc ha\c no lights, only duties 
If the teacher docs hlsdlll^, the pupils' rights are secured If llie father docs his 
duly, the rights of the children are safeguarded If the landlord docs Ins dut^ the 
pcasnulR rights arc maintained When cvervonc in the commonwealth is busy 
performing Ins own duty and trying not to lag behind lu the obser\ancc of it 
there IS no lime or occasion for any clash aiie stress on the part ton Ime to 
plav rather than on tlic part you expect others to pla\ has a remarkable 
r^vdjoloiii.nl nnd 6))intnnl vnlnc “iMike thj claim of wages n zero, thou ln"t tho 
world under lln feet If joii repard tlic proper perfornntice of jour own diiticq 
as Tour prime concern, you will rise superior to the pettinesses of life and min 
posscssjon of your own souls Ut your ideal of your own conduct be so hu ll 
thoughts all vour cndca\our, all your energies will be nccdcdlo 
nttain it, lei it bo said of you that Fa\c your own soul vqu ha\c no star "JhinV- 
of guiug a lead to others and of improving them only after you ara m 

«.m.rj -hmoM of dirt and “ Uinle raIbcV ophiccnni 

With honcj mid ii-»x,(Iius fiirnibliinp mankind inth ti* Two noblest XlLing^ 
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which Arc sweetness and light This aspiration for sweetening one’s own life and 
the li\es of others, the actne dcBiie to get light and to impart it to others 
^^^and to enlarge the sphere of one’s sympathies, lefines one’s nature and elevates 
one in fte scale of being "Jo touch life at many points, to take an intelligent 
luteiesir-iD many things, to feel at home in any company, to extract pleasme 
and profit from many arts and many sciences, to make external things ^corres- 
pond to human feelings, to sfciengthen and elevate chaiacter, to seek an as'suiance 
of lepose and to find cential peace subsisting at the heart of endless agitation— 
this 18 what culture means It means sanity, poise, and even-balanced soul It 
means fliat the good of eveiyone should be lecognised as one’s own good, the 
injury of everyone as one’s own injuiy Cultuie implies sympathy for the whole 
It reconciles 3011 to the part you have to play 111 the drama of life, and it teaches 
that^what matters is the play and how w'ell you act youi part in it 
^ " Theie aie stxifggles and stufes in the woild In your own minds you have 

conflicts and unceitainties "Ibeie aie clashes between communities. Life may 
well seem to be one long wai There is much that may cause concern and alarm, 
much that may shake one’s confidence in the goodness of the universe, much to 
dislieaiten But the educated man takes a long yici\ He looks before and after 
History has taught him that movements and tendencies that seem to threaten 
desti action have then day, make themselves felt foi a while, and cease*' to 
Philosophy has taught him that despite its litflenesB and its piejudice^s' human 
natinc is alua^s longing for what is good and noble His faith lemains** unshaken 
that the world keeps on progressing, in sjute of all the many upheavals and 
catacl\sms He is not so deeply absoil^ed in the immediate piesent as to lose 
hiB sense of absolute values^ You who aie educated should lemember^your duty 
of being cheeiful and seieno Do ^ou allow ^oiuselves to be easily ruffled?* Theio 
mnat^of course be oncasioim' when ^ou will be indignant and furious 1 but these 
must be raie and abnoimaU" In your day-to day life, in your relations* with your 
family or >our colleagues, make an attempt to breathe in an atmospheie of 
pleasantness, of delight and satisfaction, even of enthusiasm Our sciiptures 
uphold the ideal of Peace , that is the ultimate ideal in every faith — Peace , 
Shanti , Salaam Let it be youi (yidcavour to attain it Heie again some of 
you may fell tempted to prise a revolutionary ideal at the expense of an ideal of 
^peace But reform or revolution is only a means Neitbei is an end The end 
inust be something worth while Make sine that whethei it is a life of action 
01 of contemplation, 30U woiklor'the ends of Peace Blessed are the peacemakers 
^Both for nations and for individuals- there can be no higher end, no noblei ideal, 
no moie satisfying objective thari peace foi iB it not above all eaitfily dignities ? 
Peace must be the ultimate goal “calm of mind, all passion spent, scStteifed 
with light, the peace not of the daik giave, but peace that couqueis death, and 
touches with delight the mouth of the wise ^ 

But while that should be the goal and every endeavoiir'^hould be directed 
towards its attainment, common sense and vv 01 Idly wisdom require that we 

should take heed of oui ciicumstances and have a 1 calls tic appreciation of the 
situation in which we find oiiiselves It is true that eveiy religion enjoins the 
supreme necessity of peace and goodwill , it is true also that in actual life it 
has been relegated to the positron of merely a far off adorable dream If every 
one were actuated by the highest motives, had the most altruistic view of life, 
and Had dedicated himself to the life spiritual, it would be easy to be engrossed 
in the duties of peace But we have to lecoginse that the world is veiy mixed 
and human nature can still lapse into bestiality Spiiit and matter contend for 
master j Hatied, envy, malice, o’ervaulting ambition, injustice, coiruption, biutahty, 
and all the lest that ^figure in the catalogue of the diabolic qualities have still 
to be reckoned with, for they have not, alas 1 been rooted out of existence 
..There is evil still and it is no part of prudence to ignore it You may have every 
will to lead a life of the highest integrity and the utmost puiity , but the world 
being what it is can do that only if you retire from it and live in what 

^ Landor called “the audience-chamber of God” In the world, then, if you arc to 
achieve anything you must, while still woiking for the ideal and still stiiking the 
stars with youi Bublime head, use the woild as jou find it, with all its many 
imperfections and weaknesses and incongruities ‘Didei yomselves to a wise 
conformity with that Natme who cannot for the life of hei cieate a biain 
without making one half df it weaker than the other half, or even a fool without 
a flaw in bis follj ” Now one of ^ the undisputed facts of hfe is that now and 
again what we hold deai^ what we^ eonsidei to be sacred, what we have labouied 
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ntiri ps'ilit}*^ anti reipind tlic a non^Molent peace There i9 a well 

fnllv ofUis vrajs, and the ntWaclionq of a ' ‘°‘°c\.s,on when hia .troops were 

about to cross a rncr to ,«,nd to keen jour powder dtj lito 

ssords '‘Tut jour '"' s cCr bo practised bj one who lias rcaclml 

dodrinc of non-riolencc 'abiio'c , is ca i muiuhne inalterB or who 

in one of the rsalms , . , , T t c hold of shield and bncklor, 

and oat also the spear arrd stop the way aga.i^t 

(hun th'^t pcrBCcute me” 

ri!,ii“..«'"ol! u«\' .«r,bi. ».i s >" «'> 

of thy power shall thine enemies I Bcird aorr forth ns sliccp 

InitU, ami lu ol wluch lhc> know' not , 

SIC. rr s,«\ 

la the Krishna saj s tir 

oMstence of the feoul become a matter o? 

doubt. If not 

Fight for the kingdom wartrng thee 'vten^Uiou^ha^fc^^^ 

mid again uj^jt^icr-bcing killed- , ' . , - , ^ 

Thou wilt win Sanrgn’s safety,— or nhro ^ ^ ^ 

' And Motor— thou writ icign an^carthlj king 
’ 'ihcrcforc, arise, thou Bon of Kunli I brace 

Thine arm forconflut” 

Tlic Unaniahad is emphatic “Eren this soul cannot be po«csscd by one 
dcroid of Etrengtb” Ilowsocver one ma\ be placed, one has to decide at times 
whclhcr one shall mardi forward to fight or shrink back with pusillan mitj It is 
no use lajiitg the flatlcnng uncliou to one’s soril hat corrardicc can be noble be- 
cause It sprmgs from the cult of non-riolcnce Valour is to bo ptircd above most 
urines when it used in the ecrvice of noblo cause You have to bo full> trained 
for ilic oHiccs both of peace and of war Y"our spinttnl and intdiectual gifts vtiII 
avail ^ on Utile when you have to contend against the onslaughts of snvage force 
\ou can conquer and vanquish your foe and the foe of nil that vou stand for only 
if you arc armed and capabl6 not only of depending yourolvc'^ but also of defeat- 
ing iour opponent Kemember the fate that hns befftllen the intellectuals in 
Luropc Men of the eminence of JCiuBlcin and Treud and Ludwig were cukd 
Men who have raised the stature of luiraanitar, bright and lummous stars in the 
hi^'tory of mankind, have had to seek shelter in foreign lands Eminent philosophers, 
artists, musiuanF, men of science, who had dedicated their lives to etudj and who^ 
had no part or lot m the rongii world of economics and politics and who desired 
no more than tint thev should be 2 >crmitlcd to continue the momentous work on 
which thev were cncaacvl wexe hunted out of their homes like the worst criminal 
In a world where, in spile Of ecntuncs of projiress and all the mirvelsj^f modem 
civih'^ation, such incidents ocenr, is it not pnident, is it not wise is it not in the 
luuhtc^t dci^rcc nccc^^arv jhat mdividuals as well as nations should be capablc^of 
fclf defence "" Hinduism prc'ichcs no (la,.tnne of cowardice or timidity ^Iraobt 
nil the divine fu.urcs in the Hindu ranihcon, even the female divmiiics, are armed 
In most Hindu btak^, on the day of Da^^ahr^ the arm^ of war are worshipped 
Lvcii the meek and pious Brahraaaa used to be proficient in the use of arras In 
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the great epic ot the Mahabarata, the princes are described as teceiving lessous 
in aiohery from the sage Drona , and Diona and Atluattaina weie the two pillars 
on -whom the might o£ the Kauravas rested Bhishma^s preceptei in the use of aims 
rvas the Biahmana Parashiuama Is not a cruel uony of destiny that in a land 
\Yith traditions such as these, and in conditions that call for the highest valour^ 
and stienglh, the doctiine of non-violence should have become so fashionable that 
many thousands rendei at least lip-service to it ? You, who are intellectually 
adianced and morally sound should also be physically strong In eveiy school 
and college, - under every civic administration, there should be the amplest scope 
for the development of the body and for training m means of defence 'E\eiy 
yaung man should be able to march <ln step, to stand erect, to endure physical 
strain, to use a nfle and a bayonet He should ha^e grace of body and strength 
of thew and biilew , Both physical and military training should haie an important 
place in any well-planned scheme of education I hope that in the coming yeais 
Young men of the Unnersities will be like the knights of old, willing to use arms 
for truth, honour, virtue,— for all that is comprised in good I do not wish to 
glOiify wai , but I da-not agree with Einstein, when he says “Ihe man ivho 
enjojs marching in line and hie to the stiains of music falls below my contempt, 
he leceived his gicat bram by raistake—the spinal cord would have been aandy- 
SUfiicient’* Oh I no, 

- “In peace there’s nothing so becomes a man c 

As mbac^ sLjllncss and humility 
^ But wheu the blast of wai blows in our ears, 

V Ihoc imitate the action of the tiger ” 

T have detained yoiv long, talking of things I prize grace and cultuie, the 
desue^for peace and piepaiedncss fdr defence the even-balanced soul, deeds of 
hoimur, cheeifulness, self-iespect, and consideration for others I have spoken to 
yoh of your duties May I, before I 6 nd, assure you that the largest contribution 
to ^our education has come fiom 3 our fellow-students ? A true University is not xx 
collection of books , nor is it a well-equipped laboratory , it is not even mainly being* 
smoked at by your tutors It is the buildings where 3011 dwell , the play-grounds 
where you hear your playmates’ glad symphony , the debating halls where intellect 
ciltshes with intellect and you use words so nimble and so full of subtle flame 
- tliat you seem to put your whole “Wit in a ]est It is the companionship wiih your 
"pieerB, so like you or so dissimilar to you, so full of generous impulses, sb eager 
to be fiiends, so qutfjk to take offence and so impatient again to sepk forgneness 
it IS the fiiendships you form, thitt will survive the shock of time apd be to you 
a perpetual -l^uvce: of delight and comfort and solace The petty'^uncid^nts thaU 
seem so momentous , the jokes that ^timuse you , the foibles and eccentiicideS^of 
your friends , the contact with superior intellects and high characters , the mad 
race for prizes , the impassioned defence of a debating proposition , the race against 
time when you have to score a run to take your team on, to victory , the tricks 
by which you dodge the Proctor and his assistants , — these will m the yeais to 
come be your most cherished memories and make the Umveisity ‘a dlream of 
music for the inward ear and of delight for the contemplative eye’ 

Crises occur Large tracts of the woild change and alter The horoscopes 
of nations are cast and recast Ideas come and go But the stream of youth flows' 
on The generation of youthful seekers after knowdedp, vidyarthi, talib-ilm, is 
not boin for death Undaunted, with sure steps and heads erect, it marches on, on to 
the unending quest of Bie orbs of glory until it seta ^ 

as sets^the morning star, which goes 
Not down behind the darken’d west, nor hides 
Obsecured' amongst the tempests of the sky, 

^ But melts away into the light of heaven ” 


The Allahabad University Covocation 

^ Pt Iqbal Narain Gurtu’s Convocation Address 

The following is the Convocation Address delivered by Pt Iqbal Narain Gurfu, 
M A , LL B at the Convocation of the University of Allahabad held on the 
November 16, 1940 

^ I am deeply grateful to you,^ 6 m, for the honour you have done me m asking 
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mo to deliver iho ConTOO'>tion nddress this you I jiaye 

mTitntion ns it gives mo nn opportunity of offering my cordial felicitations to t^ 

graduates of the jenr, and of meeting so Ta T s?and S 

will soon fall the responsibility of serving the India of tomorrow -As I ® 

before you to day, mj thoughts turn irresiatably to m} Btudeut ^ya \^hen weU- 
nigh half a century ago I joined the Muir Central College Being 
product of tins IJniYerBiU, and Mi mg been closely associated with it in dmer^t 
capacities for more than 25 years, I have every reason to feel grateful to my Alma 
Plater 

L'tdieff nnd Gentlemen, ns I am eTpected particularly to address the younger 
flection of my nudienoc I sball place before my young friends for fbcir consiaera- 
tion certain tendencies of thought and action in modern times We artf passing 
through tragic and gloomy momentB m the history of the civilised 'world which 
Beems to have lost Us way Under the heel of advancing fate country after country 
IS getting uuolved m a deadly struggle, and nation after nation is losing u# 
independence and falling nn easy prey to the covetous greed of arrogant 
Imperialism and the tyranny of an vmsatnted lust for power Ihc world iias-t)t 
late witnessed the phenomenal rise of a number of dictators who have shown 

capacity for organisation and have developed a technique of ruthless 
ctliciency Ihey ha've achieied rcmaxhable success in transforming national society 
into ft \cntable wiu machine By means of clever propaganda^ a rigidly controlled 
Ihess and an authoiitanan sjstcm of education they i\#^C fttirrcd up the potent 
force of Nationalism to such a degree that it has become ilncfontrollable TJicy 
haioat the sime time reduced the individual citizen to -an obcdienti sheep hke^ociaf 
man who could bo easily pulled down to the mib-bnmnn leiol "under piCBsnte of 
collective cveUemeut ana required to commit acts Of brutal savagery in a spmt of 
self Baciifice winch is indeed pathetic ^ ^ ^ 

In the Nineteenth Century Europe enjoyed an era ''of phenomenal material 
prosperity, of rapid industrial development and of marvellous iraproiement m 
the means of production sudden accretion lOf materia] wealth ga'ie rise to 
problems of distribution and cieatcd a class struggle between tbe haves and ib« 
lia\c-nots The situation demanded a new approach to social problems, and 
economic mcqvi'vlvUcs began to evcrcise the "Western mind New conceptions of «Ti 
‘economic maii^ and of a strong ‘National etatc^ began to appeal to the minds "*o£ 
men People who claimed to be ‘advanced’ began oxplawiing all history and hiimayi*-' * 
cfTort in economic terms Ihc goal aimcd^ at* wait the pvfection of a system 

and not Iho. q>crfec lion of the indnidual I A* theqireseut century much greater 
eniplnsiB ifi*" being laid on the eflicacy of environment It is the ^viionmcnt and 
not the induidual which is to be attended to, as it is belieied that the cmironmcnt 
will lake hold of the aiidnldnal and automatically set him right Impatient 
idealists with their rcadv cures for all human ills have been pressing for revolu- 
tionary flojial chaugc!i of a comprchcnBivc character to be introduced in tbe shortest 
time possihlo The> do not believe m fhc gradualness of change for according to 
them small nreform 8 arc enemies of big reforms Ihey have each profound faith 
in the emcacj of the panacea thc\ o0tr that they are prepared to undergo any 
amount of sudermg and even to hy down tbeir lives for it But they also passion- 
nlcl^ hate and arc even ready to use violence against those who do not subscribe to 
tiicir particular creed but hold equallv tenaciously to some other pet scheme of social 
and politicnl reform Iho world is thus at present within the grip of a number 
of political and economic dogmas-euphemisticflllv called idealogies— and known 
as ^QiumimiBin, Fascism and Nazism These idealogics ^constitute a terrihinir 
cnailengo to cacii other and have opened the floodghtek of fanaticism, hatred and 
mooasnea to which the past inglorious records of religious bigotry, crusades and 
uio inquibition bear no comparison Priestcraft Ins been replaced by subtle anil " 
methods of diplomacy of censored press, of controlled industry and ^ 
dcprcciatcd exchange In place of the authontv of 
SHin ‘ Church wc have the rale of the Dictator and of the totahtarm v 

* tite T'u*;cd to the position of a National Person to whose supreme will all mupt 

?n?th dictators are the new VicegcrenU o£ God on 

♦ ho It, Mr ,T of an nllc:.ed Netr Order It is indeed noteworthy 

a thev all a tamed the position of absolute authority by exploiting the outwnr^ 
fo-ms of demoeratic constitutions bereft of their real spirit ‘“e ontward 

Ihn m S'issia had kindled the most eenerous but also 

ln«ia of n.med at reconstructing society 

insis of^complctc democracy m every sphere of national aetmty, the net riulj 
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after so many years of hectic and ceaseless effort, has been the creation of an 
undiluted military and economic dictatorship The collective system of amculture 
o-^iild only be forcibly pushed through by a free use of jails and the guillotine 
ana n vraolesalo starvation of a lari^e mass of peasant proprietors A centralised 
power now enforces its absolute authority through a hierarchy of tyrannial a^’ent'? 
Entry into' such an hierarchy is in fact sought for much more than the acquisition 
of wealth, because of its privileged position History and experience bear out the 
fact that revolutionaries ultimately prove to be as proud and masterful as their 
powerful oppressors whom they overthrow Even those who profess revolutionary 
aims but condemn their methods are no exception to this rule as in their zeal for 
the absolute rightness of their doctrines they are no less bitter and dogmatic than 
a nnntical iheologmn 

Tabe a^ain. the Fascists and the Nazis According to Mussolini it is an 
article of faith with \he Fascist that ‘war alone brings up to its highest tension 
all human energy and puts the stamp of nobility upon the peoples who have the 
courage to meet It ’ *A handful of force is better than a sackful of Justice’ says 
the ofiicial organ of the Nazi Ministry of Justice Hitler considers huimnitarian- 
ism as a ‘mixture of stupidity, cowardice and superciliousness ’ According to him 
a virile people are justified in controlling the subject races for their own aims oind* 
‘ojjly pacifist fools can look upon this as a sign of human baseness’ The eftbical" 
standards which have so far been honoured by civilised soeietv are looked at with 
derision and supreme contempt by these revivalists of a primitive code of honour 
Cop^iderable ingenuity has^ been spent in claiming a much higher value for 
certain new moralities to which their crude philosophy owes allegiance These new 
moralities, which singularly lack the noble virtues of kindliness, tolerance and 
nuderatanding are somehow essentialb common to the idealogies of Fascism, 
N,azism and Comraunism, Attractive slogans and catchwords have been invented to 
» justify and rationalise certain cruel enormities The extermination of the Jews is 
right 4ind necessaiy because of their supposed abiding inferiority and the historical 
importance of the Aryan race and culture In extending its empire Italy is only 
fulfilling a historical mission because it is the sole representative of Imperial Eomci 
The violent- methods adopted by the Communist lin establishing the dictatorship 
ofdhe proletariat are justiBed on the ground of ‘historical necessity’ History has 
been made the final arbiter between right and wrong and between the real and 
^he unreal Thie lapses of humanity in the past from the path of virtue and 
righteousness have been given a new dignity of sanctions 

c It IS not therefore surpnsing that Europe has been engulfed m a conflagra- 
tion which now threatens to spread -over other continents For India these are 
truly hours of destiny that count, for we are facing a present full of menace 
'a future full of uncertainty For good or for ill the fate of India happens to be 
inextricably bound up with the fate of England No amount of casuistry or 
sophism with resounding appeals for self-dependence can help-iis out of the 
position India has at present the double burden of solving its own political and 
social problems and of bearing an honourable part in the world-'confiict and 
keeping itself safe from many younger and more progressive ImperialiB’rhs that are 
threatening it from all direction and whose ambitions are as wide as the world 
itself Already groaning under the yoke of foreign subjection India has to face 
the domestic problems of crass poverty and disease, of inertia and mental bondage, 
of the barriers of caste and the ever- widening gulf between different commumUes 
inhabiting this fair land which Nature has helped so well but which man has 
served so ill Its forced contact with the West cannot truthfully be said to have 
been an an mixed evil It bas in certain respects been also a blessing in disguise 
"‘"Notwithstanding India’s mental slavery to the West this connection has materially 
^JTelped to bring about an Indian Renaissance and has created a tremendous urge 
towards freedom* India is now in reality seeking its soul, altimugh for the 
miomcnt the deeper questions of life which engaged its attention in the past seem 
to have been set aside, and it is much more occupied with problems of outer 
efficiency and of politics and economics The pulls in different and often contrary 
directionsr and the uncertainties and struggles of the j»resent with their nnavoiaable 
compromises, inconsistencies and hypocrisies, mark the travail of future India 
. ,While orthodoxy is desperately in love with past that is never to return, our 
so-called ‘advanced’ reformers — whose impassioned writings and utterances are 
often an echo of the latest- theories of Western faddists — solemnly ask us to iooK 
upon the past as a static rum ^'The certainty bl a new order dawning upon 
world IB constantly dinned -into" our ears, although no one is able to tell us wnac 
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nmbitious Japan ea^er to cslabbsh u new order in Asia There is the seU com 
nkceni Stalin who has the satisfaction of having already created a new heaven in 
at least In India some of our djnaxnic leaders 

who have Len the Msion of an indescribable new order are Btraining 
prepare an apathetic and lethargic people for the eiuergency i®! 

coSng ordciB it would be a bold pepon who could prophesy which particular 
brmid pf new order will actually fall to the lot of a ‘recipient’ people lihe ourselves 
It seems to be almost taken for granted that the coming new order, being the 
latest in scnucncc of Umc, will necessarily he more advanced and more ^nducivo 
to human happiness During the last Great War we \me cpnstantly told that that 
war was to end war, that the security of the smaller Stales would be giinrnftlcea 
and the principles of freedom and BeU-detorraination for e^ery nation firmly 
established With an amiable optimism it was hoped that the hearts of men 
would be changed and purified, and the Bufferings experienced in the war would 
pa^c the way for a nobler cuilisation We were also assured tlien that wc were 
iiviag 111 times when the progress of centuries was being achieved in a few years 
lltit wlml has been our glonous record of progress during the last twenty f^c 
years? A Avorld torn between Democracies- either Capitalist or Imperialist— nnd 
diclatorslups of either fnlhblooded or disguised Iropernlisis, all nnned with note- 
ful and deadly weapons , a group of highly centralised Sltrtes with their populalfons 
reduced to obedient automata , the smaller States paralysed with. fear and Idiihg 
tbcir freedom overnight , men^s hearts hardened to cruelty and tyranny, and- the 
foundations of European cuilisation ir perilously shaken ' It does not rcqiiir^e any 
extraordinary intelligence to foresee that^ the present titanic uphca^al is surc^ta^ 
result la some kind of rapid transformation, but whether the process of the old' 
order yielding place to the new will lea\e the world less corrupt than what it -is 
to dnv, 18 a question which each of us might well answer for himself in the light 
of past experience \ 

By no means do I ask you to take a cynical view of the world events, but 1 
do beg of you to distinguish facts from theories and not to get lost in wishful 
thinking The limes undoubtedly require that we should no longer remain dorm an U 
and sleepy but must become alert, watchful and active if we arc not to disciplining ? 
oureches to the arduous task of hard and independent thinking It is difficult fo 
break aWay from traditional habits of thought and mind, but it is no lesff diffi^culfc 
to resist the pressure of current thoughts and the h3pnotic effect of organised pro- 
paganda with Us emotional appeals, and of slogans and crowd suggestions which 
gather strength by repetition hile we must think in terms of tomorrow and ’ 
not of yesterday wc cannot altogether forget the past which has created certain 
dcfinilc condit^ns in the present amidst which we have to work for the future 
Wc must culluate the elasticity of mind which would leep us alive to new needs 
but we luivc io be careful not to throw awaj into the dust heap the rich and 
accumulated experience of the past and treat it ns mere putrid waste Progress does 
not ncccs=aiiW consist in the tmdcIiod of every thing old nnd in the blind nccep- 
tonce of the IntcBt theory which lacks the test of the csrenence Amidst the whirl 
of change mid the hectic resllessncBS of contemporarj life let us not forert that 
there arc cerlmn fundamental ycntics which hold good for all times, and it would 
Indeed be n fatal error if ne allowed any impairment of our devotion to them 

liidin IS now astir with tho ideas of nationahnn, freedom and democracy and 
18 moved by tho nob e nspirntion of attaining fewara> It as therefore all tld^more 
nccCE-^arj to understand their true significance, the' proref conditiouR nf ^ 

attainment and the dangers in the mth thai miisl^ be m ofdcd at ^ 

Antionnhsm based on patriotism and love of one’s country is one of thl nobhSt * 
ecntimcnts which governs human conduct, but it has to be lent 
limits Nationalism postulates a keen sense of honour and 
purging of social evils n Inch militate against decent living and a volt ?.^i ^ 
dination of individual interests to the larger interests nf r JJ oi-,, 
bold and courageous sland against forces that 
diMdc class from class nnd community from 


of society It calls for n 

, _ . ^0’^. luternal disruption and 

tolerance nnd understanding, a capacity foV^diust^n*t'nn,t demands chanty, 
InRlinctuc urge to stand !(|ctber in face of common Sngcr TherT'arrhr'^ 
certain nglj _ developments 'Of Aalionnlism ngntiljt wSro m,,Ri e ’ 

.» .ro.5 01 Hl. IX S X.M ',r wSll 


guard ovcTfcclvcs* By 
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and become a fruitful source of war resulting in human slaughter Nationalism 
has bg^j^xalted to the position of a deity and its devotees have developed a blatant 
egoism^a a spirit of vulgar aggressiveness ivhich creates a violent reaction m 
other**- peoples who worship exclusively at other national shnnes Hatred and 
lealousy ar^ thus the ruling passions which govern international relations, and their 
blightening effect threatens to reduce our nobler human impulses to a desert of 
the soul 

Lova of Freedom is instinctive with human beings Bacon was right in saying 
that eternal vigilance was the price of libeity Vigilance, be it remembered, is not 
merely to be exercised against external forces which may threaten national freedom, 
but it has to be ceaselessly exercised against internal forces silently working in the 
life of every individual and of the society Love of liberty demands a keen sensi- 
tiveness for social ]ustice and for right relations between men The atmosphere of 

freedom has to be all pervasi\c It is the mind particularly that has to be set 
'iree The vigour of a nation, its creative activity, its distinctive contnbiition to 
httman civilisation and its progiess in knowledge, science and art depends upon the 
fredom of miud from the bondage of authority and the shackles of tradition 
Thai again, liberty is not license or absence of self-restramtt Without self-control 
you have anarchy, not freedom To quote Airs Besant ‘Liberty is a great ceJestwd ^ 
Goddess, strong, beneficent and austere, and she can never descend upgiv^ natron 
b^'ifte shouting of crowds, nor by arguments of unbridled passion, <oor by the 
hatiM of class agftimrt^Wass Liberty will .u,evOT descend upon earth in outer 
maVfers until she^ has first descended into the hearts of men, and until the higher 
spirit, which IS Tree has dominated the lower nature, the nature of passions and 
strong* desires, will to hold for oneself and to trampel upon others* 

Out oilmen and women who arc free, strong, righteous, ruling their own nature 
anditraming to the noblest^ ends, of such only can you build up political freedom, 
'which is the result of thd individual, and not the outcome of the warring passions 
- of men ’ 

^ In India we are all hoping to establish democracy. There is generally a pathetic 
behef held that a growth of literacy and a certain amount of training m the duties of 
citizenship is all that is required for the purpose But it is necessary to grasp the 
fact^that democracy can only successfully function under conditions which have a 
definite moral and intellectual background Integrity of cbaractei, a high sense of 
a willingneSfe^ta do public service are the essential pre-requisites of beneficent 
'and progressive democracy which aims at the greatest good of the greatest number 
It'-^emandeufrom eve^y unit of society a tolerance of difierence of opinion, a spirit 
of TnhtUliL^ive and take, a genercRis appreciation of criticism and a genuine desire 
to promotexommunity of interests between different groups There is^no^reatey 
mistake than fo'look upon democracy ns only a form of Government by tlie people 
large, where votes are the deciding factor and where-- the will of" the majority 
prevails^ Emphasis has to be laid on the true sphit of democtticy* which alone 
ensures ordered progress Democracy is as different from mob ruli as -sunlight 
from darkness Nor does it mean rule by a caucus or High Command or - through 
regimented public opinion 

There is no better place than the University for receiving proper training in 
the necessary qualities which can make of Nationalism and Democrary a^true 
success In the most elastic period of your life it has been your privilege to live 
in an atmosphere of a feBowsliip of spirits born of fnendlj association with fellow 
students ana a living^ inlefeoiirse between students and teachers The freedoin of 
inquiry encouraged* in the'^tTniversity should help you in resisting mass thinking. 
It IS here that yoii gek opportunities of developing true freedom through the way 
discyplme and of cultivating a tempered judgment through a constant clash of 
r^aind *^th mind and- jfcesting of opinions It is the University spirit of self- 
^riiicism-'-whicb transforms the habit of mind and gives a largeness of view so 
necessary Tor intelligent citizenship in a democratic society In the academic world 
University you experience a community of cultural interests and learn the 
>nnity of basic aims and ideas ^ It is in the social activities and the debatmg 
:BOcieties ^•of ^the University that an understanding of hfe is fostered a 
^sympathetic outlook towards peoplels beliefs an(J piactices is derived 
^interchange of opinions and a recognition of the existence cd points of view other 
"than* your own ^ ^ ^ ^ n 

- My >oiing friends," it wordd be foolish my part to expect that you will 
at your age see life ai I see trust that during jour University 

career you have fully equipped yourself m6ralTjiiDd intellectually t&play your part 
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( tifn (inf? in 1110 society honourably and well* The true function o£ a Hiuversity 
18 to prepare the young to take their place in human soeiely and 
hema^peSion 0? the higher values of life A sense of real va^can^t. 
hoover ^bo taught but has to be discovered by every one for himself, and Ais 
nmnnal diBcove^ requires a great deal of self-discipline The training that yon 
Eave rcceiied wilP I trust, help you to* find out how to live and to be altopther 
occupmd with merely uliUtanan ends You will, I earnestly pray, ^strive not only 
to make a living but even more to make a life The acquisitive instincts of man 
do function as a spur to wordly activity, but unless they are esal^d aiid refined 
Sd directed to noWer ends they lead to moral retropession and make a roan 
self-centred, unscrupuloiiB and mean selfishness lies the 

troubles of the world The individiegl iwoblem is in truth fbe world Problem 
'Iho spintual values of life are the frue-Eonrees of energy, and when the Bpuitual 
impulsi weakena, growth and loy of life decline Lut_ us not therefore neglect 
tlie roots of life from which spring both personal happiness and the progress «f 
xnankind We have to recognifie that man with ali his frailties possesses sno 
supreme capacity for the Infinite From a life of entirely eel fish purfiiiits anu of 
perpetual conflict haPed. on fear ne can, if wc BO choose, throw ourselves with ^ay 
4?^ the tasks of dally life and ^assiduously work at bunging about an internal 
chatigC''"^ our nature by deliberately identifying ouTselveB with the HrgeMi^ 
around fis! It is only through intent living and an increasing impcr8onalit||TOt 
we cah release ourselves from the death trap of selfiah^ttftchment and gaMl^ho 
freedom of a rich and abundant life which draws its sustenance from the^fever 
failing stream of universal life Only thus can man become n:tTuly benrficent 
force of nature and realise his Bpmlual destiny We pro- "pilgrims dn the 
boundless realm of eternity and have to play they part of e^iplorers of the gieat 
intangibles of life with faith, courage^ and steadfasIaiesB, and in our ^arch 
forward wfe have to work resolutely and ‘with humility ^or an approach to tiiat 
*dnine event’ to which humanity with its blunderlngs and insensate fitnfeas 
alowl} but surely xnoving» 


The Annamalai University Convd^atiok 

' . c ^ - sic Lionel Leach’s Address f ' ( 

The following 13 tbc-Contocabon Address by the hon’blo Str Lionel Leach, rt 
Unef Jiisticcr AIadras High Court at the Annual Gonvoeation of tb^Annamalai 
University held On Saturday, the ICth November, 1940 — ’ , 

A-I1 N^'^sbency the Chancellor invited me to deliver the Convocation - 

Address ibis veat I acceptea readily and for two reasons In the first place I 
I invitation implied, and m the second place, 
would provide a fitting opportunity to draw attention to the-^ 

profession ° Tlfp nrnwl Ibc ov ercrowding in the legal y 

k? concevus ibc whole Province; lint- it has particular concern " 

for itB UmvcrsUies, as they supply most of the canihtofe pSsion^ ■ 

information available, though very incomplete stated tbnt4ho 

lavvvcrs of Canada couldXl wUhTSle J^^^ 

would not be overworked but\Xd si, ?fl nr« elm ^^^ey 

golf and other have Bufficient leiBiirfi time Tor ‘'bndrri 


sufficient leisure timcTor “bndee 

'L f““"k "S 

wSaS™,^" SSo'; 
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year and Ihe pnbliBhed figures relating to attorneys of the High Court and first 
and S(3tiond grade pleaders for 1939 The figure of 8,516 is made up of 4 380 
advocates, B^,734 first grade pleaders, 334 second grade pleaders and 68 attorneys of 
the High Court As you are no doubt aware, no more pleaders are being adinitted 
The admission of second grade pleaders ceased in 1910 and the admission of first 
giade pleaders in 19J4 In the fulness of time there will be no pleaders, but this 
will not mean a lessening of the congestion, if the position remains otherwise 
unchanged It \m 1I only mean that pleaders will be replaced by advocates Ihe 
.wider and better education which an advocate has received is all to the good, but 
much more than that is needed Information is not available to enable one to say 
with auy degree of accuracy how many.pf the lawyers of this Province are earning 
a livelihood, but it may safely be taken that very many are not in this happy 
position, and never will^be 

For the well belug of any civilized state capable lawyers are essential, quite 
apart from the help they afford to the Courts in the administration of justice 
Lavryers played a great part in the building up of the constitution of Great 
Britain and are playing a great part- in its maintenance. Lavvyers have likewise 
taken and are taking a great part in the political life of India, and while India is 
111 the process of evolving a constitution which will be. Buitabie for tbm great" ^ 
country a constant supply of capable lawyers is all the more essential .But the 
high standard which is callea for cannot be achieved if the present unsatisfactory 
affaiiB in the legal profession is allowed to continue Idleness is detrimental 
to avC^mrauinty just as it is detrimental to the individual The tradflions of the 
legal ^^ofession are of the highest but in the very nature of things the standards 
cannot b^e maintained when it is a matter of scrambling for existence I do not 
wish to be misunderstood The standards set by the legal profession in Madras 
^ are the same standards as are set in Great Bntain, and the Bar Council and other 
’legal associations are endeavouring to maidtam these standards , but no good, only 
harm, would result m closing cue’s eyes to the fact that they are far from being 
maintained throughout the profession Touting for work and the fostering of 
speculative and unnecessary litigation are two of the evils which are very notice- 
able today and the misappropriation of n client’s money is not an infrequent 
occurrence These evils arise laigely from the unhealthy state of affairs caused 
by the overcrowding of the profession *‘He that is busy is tempted by one devil , 
be that is idle by “Ji legion ” Just as a healthy legal profession can be of immense 
service to the state, ^an unhealthy one can do untold harm, and untold harm will 
result if makers are allowed to drift They must not be allowed to drift and the 
time hasLCome to consider seriously what remedial measures are called for .r'' 

The stopping pf enrolments for a period of years would, at first sight, appear 
to be an easy solution Ihis would no doubt succeed m the course of timenn 
reducing the- congestion which is now so manifest, but a little reflection ^is sufficient 
-to convince ime that the remedy would be worse than the disease,'^ In*lhe first 
/place, it would mean the closing of the Law College of the Madras University and 
incidentally the destruction of a veiy efhcient school of law An institution -Buch 
ns the Law College is not made m a day If it were closed for a period of years - 
it would mean that when re-opened it would be very inferior in character and it 
; would take yeais to regain its former position That is the first objection, and ifc 
18" obviously a weighty one Auothei serious objection is that the closing of the 
Law College until retirements tind deaths have thinned the ranks of the profession 
sufficiently would mean that there would be a great gap between those who were 
enrolled as advocates before the closing of the Law College and those who were 
enrolled after the reopening. Beal knowledge of law and its application are only ^ 
aequjred* by->i'practice" and the new comers would be a very long way behind The 
giClLoeparatihg the old from the new wonld not be bridged until the new members 
of 'the profession had bad lears of experience Other objections to the closing of 
the Law College could "be stated, but the two reasons which I have given are 
BuffiQicnt to indicate that it is not a practical proposal 

Would a restriction on enrolments, instead of stopping them altogether, meet 
the situation ? If the recruitment to the Bar were confined -merely to those who 
Lav Bypassed through the Law College it might be possible — I do- not say advisable 
- — to^rect that only a certain number of graduates should be enrolled as advocates 
and Ibat the right to’ enrolment should depend ^on the order of 'merit disclosed in 
the final examination^ Fox the jyears io -'1939 inclusive, ^ the number of 

graduates in law who if^re enrolled as^advrOcateS‘*averaged 208 per annum H could 
be smd that for ten years not more tdian fifty adyocates should be enrolled in any 
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rclflluc incritB of such candidates Avithout having a — — 4 - 'i/i 

all candidates would have to sit and the present system ot reciprocity Would como 
to nn end Instead of there being an Indian Bar there would be merely Prouncial 
Bars Moreover ability to gain marks in an examination is not a indication ^ 

of nrofesBionnl ability Other attributes are essential to success at the Bar and 
therefore it certainly nould not follow that ui allowing 'the first filty in the 
examination list to be enrolled to the exclusion of all others, the best men would 
be selected Por these reasons I consider tint this is also not ^ practical solution 
The restriction on numbers by increasing the Law College fees ami the fee pa^ame 
on enrolment would be eien more objectionable, because this would mean tno 
mnhntr ot the legal profession into a close corporation of the wealthj Merit would 
play no part and those already in the profession would^ I am sure, he unanimous 
in their opposition to such a course < *1 . 

As aruficial means of restricting enrolments must be ruled out, in what'* way^ 
can the position of the profesbion he improved ? I think that it is capable of 
Bolulion, out the process is bound to be a slow one and a great deal will q^ii^Tia 
on the attitude of the legal profession itself Tn m> opinion, the first step io a 
better state of alTairs is to imjwove the system of legal education 1 41 m not 
suggesting that any of tire subjects now taught arc unnecessary- but more subjects 
of direct practical value should be taught The present system merely visuabzcs 
the law student fnlfilhug the role ot an advocate in Court No thought whateier 
IB given to the fact that there is need for’Tegal practitioners in matters other than 
those wlii^ have to be brought to Court and that the single agency system still 
requires persons who are qualified for the doing of solicitor's work This Provanco 
has adopted the single agency system and not the double agency system which lias^ 
found fa%our in Calcutta and Bombay so far as the Original Sides of those High 
Courts arc concerned I had experience of the single agency -system uhen practising 
at the Bar m JTnngoon and I am convinced that it is the better system so far ns 
India IS concerned The litigant can go direct to the advocate who will conduct 
lu6 case in Court without a solicitor standing between afid this sulls ^hc Indian 
tcmpcr^imcnt Slorcotcr, I consider tiiat it tends to reduce the costs Htigation 
^ considcrabl\ without any real loss of cfiiciency in the majority 0 ! cases; All those 
who adoptihe law aa their means of livelihood are not tempemmeiilallv fitted or 
posses those faculties which are necespary for success in the condifct of ctiaea^ m 
Court, but Uicy may possess the qualifications for success ^as lawv^rs 
ontBinc Coutr - * 

^lost of <he advocates enrolled by the Madras High Court are "persons who 
have taken a degree at one of the Universities of the Province and then graduated 
ui law irom-thc Law College in Madras The Law College course covers much 
ground but there aro no lectures on subjects which are of primary importance to 
wlmt may be call^ the solicitor’s eule of the profession, such as convevancinir the 
'Joenments genernUj -ind company law No blame is to be 
ntfachal to tbc Law CoUego for this ihe course prescribed is only one of two 

JrnV/d nfter n person has 

If ‘8 by the rules of Ibc Bar ' Council to 

fitmly as a pupil ,» chambers of an advocate practising ih the High Court or m one 
I 8P8c'Ced for a period of twchc^ months and musVpass °be 

examination prescribed by the Bar Council It ig aI«o (he case that the '^r 
n™ for lectures in certain subjects more parficiilnrlj conSd \nfi 

nmctico. hut here nrrnin ,1 ,« jg advOcatC, 


practice, but here again it la tho 

nttorncTs docs not mean that » ^wactitioner nlin'lo a solicitor is not rf.nmr^°’'^T 
think that he is very ■mudi rcomrcel /rTUr, t iciror ib udi requirca I 

be properly trainodTnd the SiS mttbe'.n 
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■’^intentis.-tqyprjTCtise in or out of Court Therefore these subjects should not be 
^ cut- €own\for the purpose of providing time for lectures on other subjects 
To do^ so jfould merely be to cure one defect and cause another It me'uis 
that the Law College course will have to be extended or the Bar Council 
will have to arrange for the deficienpy to be made up I do not propose to 
embark upon a discussion whether the supplementing of the course of studies 
in law shouli be left to the Law College or to the Bar Council, although if it 
"r were to be left to the Law College it is obvious that its course would have 
' ^fo be one of three years, and this would involve the question whether readme* m 
- chambers and post graduate studies could be insisted upon as well, because 
* -if insisted upon it would take a candidate for the legal profession six years 
to obtain eni:olmenir, two years for the arts or science degree, three years 
w." for the law - degree and one year for the ^aduate course prescribed by the Bar 
Gouncik So long as tho deficiency is made up, it matters not whether the agency 
IS the Law College or the Bar Council It has been suggested that the Bir 
Council should fulfil the role of the Council of Legal Education in England and 
that* legal education so far as the profession is concerned sliould be in its hands. 
If the intention is to divorce legal edncation in India In the '‘practitioner’s sense ' 
entir^y from the Universities I think it would be a retrogi:ade move AUrthat is" 
" required is co-operation and with co-operatiou there will he no difficulty m 
effiecti^ely supplementing the course of studies in order to ensure propei training 
fo^Cbwth branenesrof the profession 

^ prevent misconception I wish to make it clear that in advocating a broader 
and Tfrore practical course of studies I am not suggesting that the profession should 
be split"' up and that an advocate should be put to election whether he is going to 
fulfil the role of balnster or confine himself to conveyancing, drafting - and^^ther 
‘"^^^kinds of legal work whicfi are usually associated with the solicitor As we have 
the single -agency system the practitioner must be free to act in either capacity, but 
fit Iiim for the work whiclv^he intends to do It may not be possible for a student 
to take all the subjects, .but he could be allowed a choice, and his choice would be 
made in accordance with the role which he intended to fulfil Neither do I 
Biiggest that by broadening the course of studies you will stop persons wandering 
aiml(!39ly into the profession, but it will indicate to candidates that 

they not all crowd into Court, and that there is work for them outside As 
f;his^ PiCCKiuce develops Kiommercially the greater will become the need for the 
lawyer" Is skilled in drafting, has a knowledge of commercial Jaw and can be 
relied tipon to give sound advice on matters unconnected with litigation 

. In tirging that the system of legal education should pa> more attention to 
the non-litigiouB^ side of the -piofession I am supported by the opinion of that- 
great lawye?' and judge Sir Bashyam Ayyangar In a recent conversation 
a leading member of the Madras Bar I discussed this matter and g^ave him my 
^lewB The next day he sent me a copy of the address which Sir ,Bashyam 
jAy^augar delivered at the Convocation of the Madras University in 1893 m the 
‘^course of umch Sir Bashyam Ayyangar said — 

Cbt ; “As to the annual accessions to the Bar, it is no wonder that it should 
“attract BO many, year after year This is so in all civilized countries With 
greater attention on your part to the work of a solicitor, I anticipate that, ere long,. 
th&C will be a large opening to the legal profession , that the enormous conveyau- 
emg work in the country will be entrusted to it , and that the landed aristocracy - 
and important families and companies will have standing vakils for aavising them 
Mtead of the legal profession being resorted to m India, as it now generally is, 
for- the ^oiiduct of litigation, it wdt then be also employed in the more gennl 
andc^ useful, and the whole.- not the less remunerative, work of prm exiting 

ji these words had been fully appreciated and acted upon the legal 
profession would have been in a very much happier position today, and would be 
far" more ^efficient ^ The lack of instruction m conveyancing and drafting of legal 
documents is often reflected in Indian statutes. I do not suggest that the English 
statutes axe always perfect in"* this respect, but speaking generally they cause nothing 
liker*tTifr' trouble whichf " the Indian „ feCatutes give Bad drafting of statutes is a 
fruitful source of litigation m this country Xatigdtion should always be avoided 
if it 19 possible and bettl^ drgftfijnen will 35 . much in tbis^ very desirable 
direction, but to bave better ^(Jraffshren we must make provision for proper 
training - > , 
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K udrca of the Judges of the High Court end the leaders of the lepl Proiemon 
Kivays imtnedntely at band, to say nathipg. of the gipter ibiflry facilities 
Foi the^ time beinp; at an> rate the ipthwg of law is best where it is and for ^ 
in any years to come Sladras yvill be rvell able to supply the neWs of tp Frounce 
Your Unuersity fully realizes that the cause of education ph best be served in 
Ollier directions, as is shown by the proposals which have been made to^ create a 
department of oil teehnofo^. and to carry out a colonization scheme 

^ Now what aie the stepd which the phifession itself can take towards a 
hcaTthier''statc of affair^; and the creation lu the public mind of a greater feeling of ^ ^ 
confidence m Us ability and integrity ? In the first place, the profession intmt 
ensure that the high standard of professional conduct which is demancfed ^ 
maintained throughout the profession ‘ In the past thdrd has been a tendency^-^ft 
pass oicr grave faults as if they weie of little account I am aware of th4 iin- 
warranled Mudictueness which is often displaced by tbe unsuccessful litigant 
tonatds the advocate who has conducted his case Every year the High^ Court 
rcreiTCS'* many complaints of professional misconduct S^me are well funded 
others arc not Of those which are not well founded some ian be placed in the . / 
category of blackmail, but the outrageous conduct of clients in <0nie cases" - 
should not prevent the profession from adopting the* severest attitude when a 
member of the profession behaves in a manner which brings discredit to the 
profession Tihe irapoitancc of tins cannot be over-emphasized ^ 

Ihe profession itself should insist on all advocates maintaining accounts 
and keeping tUcir clients* monejs entirely apart from their 'own Pleaders are 
required bv law to keep accounts and tbe Bar Council enjoins advoicatcs to -«dQ^ so, 
but the professional misconduct cases which come before the High sbo^Y 

that accounts are often not kept and when kept are often so bidly kepi^ be 

of no use at all An advocate should keep a diar> m whicli he should eiiTer the 
^subject matter of everj jnten lew which ho has \\Uh a client be re- 

lucmhcrcd that with the single agency sjstcnx'" the advocate js npt occupyin<^ 
c^MU> the same position as a barrister in England He comes direotTyln icontaot 

with hiB* client and for Jus own sake and his clicnPs sake he should takc^these 
safcgmtrds If this were done the charges of professional misconduct would be* 
fewer ^ and chftrgcs of a blackmailing nature would disappear altogether -as ft v 
would be found tint thev would have no chance of success It is essential to 
inspire confidence in the public mind and the one sure way of doin^* this is foi. 
couMnee the public that the profesbioii itself insists on all possible BufemuidB -' 

bcniK taken, not merely talked of, and that departures from the path of professional ' 
icciuadc arc serious matters and will be so regarded by the profession FuSimnt 
for professional miscondnct rests vrith tbe Court, not ivith ths profession but tK 

profession tan nithin itself do far more in this direction than the Court can do 
lU the cvcrcisc of itQ XXfWrov rif cfvtl 4 . 1 ,^ »r .A * ^ ^ yKJUlX, can uo 


'’I Btnking^off the roll of adiocates the imme of ^ 

In'YnV " 1° profeJlional misconduct I regret to- haPe 

sot ILi as iti^fiould be I do 

fiij that uic same snint of zenlons ronrorH fry-,. fV.« & uo trot 
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as It should i 


does not pcrmcitc the whole profession as it^hould 
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of partnerships, partnerships in ivhieh £oJp\f u 

responsible for the work done by. solicitws fn be 

dcaotc ihem'^ches to conducting cases in' Coutt Others ttIiq, rronld 

has worked lerv wcR m ihirma .,1 PnL partnership of this character 

developed in the Madras Prcsidencv it avoulrl.c’^^ and if (he ide^ were 
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' ilie prncIicD of n firm The partnership which I have in mind is a partnership 
^ where an aidv^ate puts nothin?; m when he joins it and takes nothing out when 
he leaves it "Such a partnership must necessarily be somewhat autocratic in its 
character The senior partner must be in a position to choose his associates and 
his word must be law within the partnership A partnership on this basis may 
not be feasible outside the legal profession, but within a profession which exists 
^ for the purpose of regulating rights between man and man there should be'Che 
^ ‘mentality to make it a success Again speaking from experience I know fhere 
-exists that mentality Such a partnership would be able to cope with all classes 
of legal work and the young man of promise would be sought after He would 
. _grow up with-fhe firm aud m carrying out the duties allotted to him he would be 
content to waft until his turn came to fill the chair of the senior partner 

The senior- members of the Bar can do very much to improve the lot of the 
jimior Bar by refusing to accept briefs which according to the fitness of things 
ghCiiTd go to the younger members of the profession For instance, interlocntory 
npphcations-'ninless of great importance should, as a matter of course, be left to 
Jlthe junior Bat I am aware that even in a small matter a lay "client may insist 
on taking -in ^a senior member of the Bar, but when- this happCiis the se^nor can 
insist on having a juniot briefed with him Of course, where an inclusive fee has 
beeiT ^'tken for the whole case the employment of a junior to do the luteilocutory 
wdlktod to assisf generally cannot be insisted upon 'but when the ease is of 
importance and rt is not a matter of taking into consideration the poverty of a 
clihn? a senior should stipulate for the paid -assistance of a junior It would help 
towards the efhcieut conduct of the -case llie Court has the power to certify for 
two counsel and floes not hesitate to do so in a proper case I am now toning 
on a 'matter m which it would be difficult to liy down any hard and fast rule, 

\ But it^is obMOus that the leaders of the Bar are here in a position to gne direct 
help to ^he juniors of fhe profession and many oL them do so, but there is still 
^cope for more help in tins direction The alternati\e is to di\ide the Bar into 
‘Pernors and juniors, ^‘silks^' and “stuff gownsmen'^ which would mean that 
drflinanlj a senior would have to have a junior briefed with him This course has 
been often adiocatcd and I am aware that it is a controversial subject, but the 
last word has not \efc been said 

The problem' is •certainly not easy of solution aud I do not go so far as to 
sa’y that fhe placing of The legal education in this Provinco on a jiroper basis and 
the receipt of the Bclp ^^hich the -profession itself is able to gi\e will solve the 
problem fully, but I am convinced that the position of the legal profession will be 
a far better one ancFthere will he the corresponding benefit to the state Kor do ^ 
I pretend to have covered the whole ground m suggesting what I baver^' 
I know** that" T "have not, hut I hope that I have given some*- foodj for 
^thought " ^ - 

- -C ^n conclusion I wish to address a few words directly to the graduates^ of the 
^yyear*"' Those of you who intend to proceed hence to the Law College andtaS^ adopt 
the-Iegal profession as your vocation will enter upon your lec^l career^ ^'before 
^times have changed for" the better, but to those of you avho are full^ determined to 
' ^adopt thh profession of law and have the will, the character and the' ability to 
sUiuied, snccess*twill come inspite of the overcrowding All those who apply the 
BfadraS High Court for enrolment are seen by me in my Chambers Hiefore 
^ enrolment takes place I frequently point out to the candidates the diffienlties 
^^Muph lie before them, hut as I say to them, as I say to you today, there is always 
"xQ^rn fort good^ men atr^the top,, and crowded and diffaculfc though the path is, the 
summit IS still /Tttainable, and I trust that all of 3 on who decide to set out upon 
thiB^ adventurous chreer will reach ^ the summit To those of you who intend to 
'enter^ upon other walks of life T wisb^the same measure of success The legal 
professi^p is^not the only profession which is o^e^•crowded, although perhaps other 
profestons^^ffre not overcrowded to the same extent Success can be attained in any 
walk of lifeT provided that^he who seeks it is able to apply himself wholeheartedly 
to his "ivbrk and^ allow'^ no consideration to draw him away from the line of 
^jrectittSe Today i^'"a%reat day in your lives JmiC I trust that there will be evp 
greater days to come ^ That ' will depen d^lavgety on the way yon apply the 
knowledge which you have gained here Injdm has great need for men of education 
At no time in her* history did Ae need^fhem more^and I pray that yon will all 
play your parts nobly and hri 2 fg>credit fio your University 
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" The following 18 the Convocation Address delivered at the Anmial Convocation 
of the University of Rangoon on the 22nd Novoniber 1940 by the GhanccUor, U iin^ 
Tut, M A , Bar -at Law i c s — 

The year 1910 has been for the UniverBity and its Colleges ^ year of qmeji 
ndiustnicnt of their maclnncxy to the rums of the Uiuversily Aincndmcut Act ^ 
of 1939 and 1 tahe this opportunity jof cchnowledging tuc loyoLaud gcncTOiiB 
wav m which the tncnibers of the stafTa of the Unnersity and> of the Colleges 
have accepted the implications of the new Act and have ’earned out the fu- 
sions of those to whQm the rebponsibihty for defining llie poIlc^ of thp 
University and -of jU constituent Colleges la now entrusted ihe Connul of 
the University w-hicli has now a Jargo elective and non-ofTiciai element has alfcnay 
begun tef discharge its functions with n broad and progtessue outlook and^wUh 
boldness and n determination to make the University n truly imtioiml * 

The fecuate» largely composed of the Professoia of the Umversity and ecketed 
Ijecturcrs and Asbietant LccturcrB has in its turn rcsponded-generon*jIy la 
mms of the University Council Among other innovations the fcCnate has fyaihcd 
regulations whereby school teichcrs have been made eligible nnder^ eertain 
tonditiOTiB to appear for the Inteimcdiatc and Pass Degree examinations in Arle 
without aUcndancc at CoBegc courses This is a first and importanl^^tcp iti 
giving cfTect to the aim of Section 13 (30) (p) of the amended University^ Act 
under which the Senate now has power to make rcgulationB for the ^diniFsion 
of non collegiate students to University examinations The question of cjwlcnding 
the privilege under suitable safeguards and conditions to those who arc not ecliool 
teachers but who nevertheless desire to be made eligible for appearance at Univcmty 
examinations without being able to avail themselves of the opportunity of ujidcr- 
going courses of study at the various Colleges will doubtless receive in duo 
course the attention of the Senate, this being a matter teJiicIi - xcmiires eonsidei- 
p- .. — * qi r- (;<jiitivc Committee of the University Council nml 

i ' feenale have accepted in^nnciple the proposal that 

I , Its own mntnculnUon examination imposing its own 

Blandord and that the actual Pass Degree course should be one of only Ibrcc 
-•years' duration Another important proposal which has been accepted by the 
.Unucriuty nuthontics in principle is that following the practico of BntisJt Univer- 
Bitics examinations should be niranj;ed on wliat is known as the cohiprrt mental 
mctlTodc. This involves a radical change of system and not only the ex^'minatiouB 
but alFO the courses of study at the several Colleges will have to be rcorganircd 
The detailed arrangements to give eficct to these innovations which have been' -• 
accepted in principle give rise to a number of adminiBlralivc problems whukc^o 
may confidcnilv leave to the benate and its Standing Committee and the. College 
Gov«!rnuig Bodies for a satisfactory Bolntion ^ ^ ^ 

- ^ The UnucrBity recently lost by retirement the services of ITofcssor^L 'G 
OweiijT He was Professor of Mathematics since the inBtiluiion of ihc 

Uiitvcrsitv on the Ist December 1920 He took a profound interest in the welfare 
of Uic University and in ills Btudents and no College nk this Univcrsitv has c\^ 
had a more competent teacher or n who has been held xn Lrca'tcr resncct 
and nficction by his pupils The UnivctBity Comicil lost on the iRh MarcIiNin n 
the services of the Reverend George D Jo*^ 2 | hV his dcatk He was the Tmfd 
FccrclaTV of Urn American Baptist Mission in^Biirma and represented the. gdi^ls 
f ^^"5 University Council eincc rcconsluution on4iiej4 

August 19 lhavc also to mention with great regret the death nf Kfr 
Herbert UcM on the 4th April 19^0 Vice^^ 

Univcr6.t> from 1927 to 19o2 snd rimdered oiiiS 
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liecferes jon Pah are now being provided for the same grade of students by the 
two -Colleges J ha^e mentioned Attendance nt these classes is on a voluntary basis 
and there are alternative classes in the same subjects taught in English Though this 
new departure is on an experimental basis, I can see no reason why the experiment 
should fail The dithculty lies in the want of sufbcient and suitable text books m 
our own language but the demand which is now being occasioned must in coiUse 
of time create its own supply Other Oiiental countries have expeiienced and 
overcome the same difficulty, notably in Japan where there now exist text books An 
the language of the country in all blanches of modern science, and lhailand, oiit 
close neighbour, has, I understand, progiessed a great deal in the same direction 
The eventual result of the innovation, if it is accompanied by adequate steps for the 
translation into or lire creation of books in Burmese in all branches of aits and 
science, will be to turn this University into a real Binmese University and to 
adapt our language already so rich in poetical and descriptive vocabulaiy to the 
need«>' of arts and kmence To the richness and poetry of our mother tongue will 
be "added thg comparatively modem virtues of precision and concision, the two 
v^ssential attributes of scientific language. 

^ * 4 Many Biirnians like myself who received their higher education through ‘ 

the medium of the noble language of England will view the shadow of this coming 
change with mixed feelings We owe much to the language of Chaucer and 
Shake^eare as it opened to us the doors of Eiuopean thought and cultuie Europe 
inherited the culture and civilization of ancient Greece and ancient Rome and 
added'* much to these in the centuries that came after and it is a -great pimlege 
for aif Oriental to know a modern Western language well enough to share m the 
rich heritage Ot the cuJtine and literatme of Europe To take it second 

hand though sucht translations may be m our own language is to lose 

a great deal of that heritage and speaking for myself I think that to be 

able to^"/ead and understand Shakespeare in his own language is .sufficient 

recompen'Be for the trouble of learning English well in the same way as to be 
able to read and understand U Ponnya would I fancy be a rich reward for a 
person born m another country to learn Burmese I trust that when the process of 
making Burmese the_^ medium of instruction at the Colleges is completed after 
an adequate transition peiiod^ English will be constituted a compulsory subject 
for the intermediate ^and Pass Degree examinations Translations take time and 
it IS essential, particularly for those who will enter the scientific professions, that 
our graduates should be provided with the means of reading m English after 
they "have entered their xirofessions the latest developments in the 'West in 
scientific research 

5 ' I welcome the undergraduates present here to-day and venture to take ^ 
this opportunity ol offering some words of advice You will recollect that a few 
months ’ago a certain exuberance of spiiit displayed by a number of Univ^lsity 
students duiing an excursion to a town in the Delta became the occasions ^ for 
sf^ong ciiticisms m the Press of the behavioui of University studentij^ 4 am 
satisfied myself that the criticisms then made were based on exaggerated accounts 
bf what took place but nevertheless the incident will have forced on your atten- 
‘txon the necessity of practising the virtue of restraint As representatives of the 
University and of your respective Colleges you hold the honour of these institutions 
in your hands ' Ihe public rightly expect much from the members of the only 
Univmsity in this country and it is up to you to show that you learn here among 
other valuable things good behavioui and courtesy The Burmese people aiein--* 
particulaf ^ciiUcal of the system of co-education which exists at the Colleges 
CoTcducatldn as a definite educational method is of lecent origin The constitution 
of sbciel^^ in early ages with war and religion as the chief occupation and 
interests confined education to men and hoys 5he idea that women and girls 
are als 6 entitled to education is comparatively lecent, and since established 

institutions for education were until fecenty confined to young men and boys, 
reasons of economy dictated^he admission of young women and giils to educaUonal 
institutions* pievionsly deigned for males The advantage or otherwise of co- 
education IB still a matfbr^of stiong, controversy even in Western countries The 
Buimese people are rightly conservative in regard to their social usages and 
customs and the idea of co cducalion is contrary to their wishes and sentiments 
There are undoubted advantages in co'education but speaking for the large majority 
of Burmans I think it wrongThat offr University should carr*y on-a. S 3 stem which 
is opposed to Buimese social ^ideas which impose cousiaerlble xeslraint on social 
jnteicouise between men and women I would ^ therefore propose for the consi- 
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derntion of the Council nnd the Senate the ’possibiliW of b® 

nnd Science CollcKC to be confined to -voung ladies Such a step woma 1 know oe 
wolcS bv most parents of oui joong women and cause a g^eat-and desirab^^e 
increase in the number of girl matriculates to our Unuersvty ^^eanwhile my 

ndiicc to the joting Burmese students of both se^cs is to aUll the voice of publm 
criticism by mmntnunng in tbeir mutual relationship at ^llcgc 
^tccorum and restraint which arc taught in all respectable Burmese homes I am 
Aure that most of you already practice this high standard of behuMour low 
few that ha\c been led astray by false standards of social freedom let me say 
tJmt respect nnd chivalry towards women characten«^e ciMn7ed man nna tiiav lew 
proverbs in the Burmese language have greater meaning and significance than 
wciTima do anidaije shwe pe lo moya, winch freely rendered into English is Umt 
a woman's greatest possession is her modesty 

6 I now turn to the new graduates on whom it was my privilege a few 
moments ago to confer degrees I would remind ^ou that^lhough voii may have 
left the prceincte of the University and the Colleges you as gindliates and pa^t. 
students remain representatives of these institutions and that the best way of* 
shotting your gratitude to the institutious which have equipped voii for the seiefal 

E rofcsbions which you hn^e chosen is to maintain their fame and good Repute 
} faultless behaviour nnd the blameless piaclice of your professions I^liort - 
you to conduct yourself suitably unto the position to which, by the degrra icon- 
ferred on you you have to day attained * ^ ^ 

7 \ou ha\e won the battle of the examinations and my best wishes go 

to you in the battle of life in which you will now be engaged I would'likc to 

take this opportunity of drawing the attention of all graduates of this University, 
past and present, of military age to the opportunities which are now open to " 
men born in this country for service in the armed forces of the Crown The 
Burmese races ha\e a long history of martial prowess "“In 18^4, scabcelv more'" 
than a hundred vears ago, we governed an empire stretching from the J3rahma- 
putra to the Mekong and in the past our hero kings led Bnrroc'^e armies to victory 
in many hardfonght battles The fortunes of war eventually laid us low but we 
fell to no Ignoble foe and wc are now an important part of greater empire well on 

the way to take our due place in it as a fully self-governing Dominioh Iho 

empire is now engaged in the greatest of all wars in bistpry and for no less a 
cause than the freedom nnd liberty of the world Many past students of this 
UinvcrBity have already given a lend to othei yoiing^men of this couutrv by 
ottering their services for the war and some have already earned the great honour 
of holding the King's Commission not only in the Army but also in the^ Boyal 
Enval Volunteer Beecrve and the Auxiliary Air Force Make haste lest ^you be 
loo late to take xour places in the armed forces of the etnpirfr an the march to 
vnclPry h victory which will relight* the lamps of Europe and save Bmma and the 
rcat of the world from the menace of naked force In following this ^ath of 

dut^ Tffa will be helping to restore the ancient martial fame and clorv of the 

Burmese nation ^ ^ 

S a he gift of Irulh, we often say in Burma is the best of all gifts. Let 
me th^fore before I close offer to the new graduates a truth from that Llm 
of the Buddlust Bcnpturcs known as the Samyuita Ntkaya It Is recorded 'tliefe 
that the road to uctorj is fourfold and that it consists of sacca, dama "dhiU nnd 
cajra, nicaninp truth ^ovalty, self-control, resolution nnd saenflee Ponder well 
ou this terse formula of Buddha , you will find m it tho wnv icy * 

mav be the inlure of the battle yL are fighting, ^ven if it 4 \o m 
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— xt" a great honour to be invited to deliver the Convocation Address of 

your TJuiversity It is true vour University ranks as one of the younger seats of 
learning in this country Yet one cannot overlook the peculiar circumstances 
leading to your foundation u'hich brought vrithin your jurisdiction many 
institutions that have for a long number of years steadily contributed their share 
to the cause of educational progress If your University has known only thjttefe- 
summers, its habitation in this histone city of Agra, whose ancient and mediaeval* 
associations are indeed unforgettable, gnes you a dignity and a prominence ^hich 
have n value all their own Ihe sacred river which glides past the battlements pf 
your 01 ty carnet our memory back to^the heroic age of India, to the days of the 
Mahabharata and even to that of the Rig-Veda itself The ancient castle of the 
city figured in the Qasulas of the Ghaznavid period The noble town which grew 
round it flourished \inder the fostering care of the greatest of the Great Moguls 
who founded the famous fort of cut red stone, the like of which those who liad 
travelled over the x^orid in the days of his son, could not point out But it was 
left fo'hxs famous grandson to adorn the city with its brightest of ornaments—one 
of the seven wonders of the world-^a crowning tribute in marble to India’s 
*w^nianhood Ihe land round the Taj was also the birthplace of Faizi and Abul 
Fazl ^For years it was the residence of Tansen and the ^resting place of many an 
emin*^ personage of the Mogul Period A University founded in a city with 
Buch^TMioble associations has a responsibility to the Motherland which need 
no ^mi^hasis ^ ^ 

Ofie last twenty years have witnessed^the creation of several unitary teaching 
and residential Universities m difierent parts of India and admirable work is being 
done in irany of them to advance the cause of higher education and research 
The main feature of your Unnersity must, however, continue to> be of the 
affiliating type, and while the colleges should be encouraged to cany on 
undergraduate teaching xvoik in the various faculties, I would earnestly plead that 
yoii should^organise in full co-operation with one another important schemes of 
original research consistent with the requirements of your province They should 
emorace each of the great flelds of human thought and achie\ement It should be 
possible to de^elop 'the scheme in such a manner as to a\oid duplication of work 
and permit a fair distribution of subjects in accordance with the conditions and 
circumstances ,jof*y our institilfions I am well aware that such a scheme will need 
for it^ material isatiou very large resources in the wa^ of apparatus, libraries, 
laboratories and museums^ which are all indispensable to modern higher education 
as elaborate costly machines are to modern industry As higher eduiation in every 
part of the civilised world is financed generously, If not lavishly, by the State, 
you must appeal to Government for increased giants to enable you to discharge 
your mam functiou^ It is my firm conviction that, with the resoiirces^pf th^ 
affiliated*^ college^ properly organised and stimulated, your Untversity can'*^6eeu'i:^ 
th<* assistance of the instructing staff and scholars who would be willing to devote 
themselves wholeheartedly to the sacred cause of advancement of the bounds-ief 
knowledge - - - 

'i Universities in JBritish India owed their foundation mainly to a desiro on. the 
pnH of . the authorities to secure the loyal services of administrators and 
service-bolders who could keep going the complex machinery of a bureaucratic 
Goieriiment- in an orderly and efficient manner There was also the idea of 
spreoding in a^ conquered territory, through the agency of the Umversilies, a 
of Western education which in those days of benevolent despotism was 
regard^Iiy "'the "rulers as a path of duty and the sure means of elevating India to 
what they thought to be a higher standard of life -Universities were not establish^ 
as seats of learning nor was education attempted to be organised for the highest 
development of Indian culture and civilization Nearly half a century after the 
establishment of the first Uiuwersity in India the ideal of a teaching Univei'sity 
where Scholars anight meet for the dissemination and advancement of knowledge 
was first formulated But the general sysem of education was not e\en then 
closely linked up with those ^essential problems which called ior early fulfilment, 
EG^that India might" reach herpdestmy through education and regain her supremacy 
in the domain of culture and^ enlightenment as also in the social, economic and 
pohticnl spheres«of activity i 

While I slfflll be the last -person for'minimise the value and^ importance of 
the work which "Indian Universities have done to advance educational progress m 
this coimtrT to spread wholesome ideas among the people, to widen the outlook of 
millions of men, to instil in their minds fundamentaUideas^of piogress-and liberty. 
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nnii tn rnnnt' tlio nntionnl consciousness of the citizens, I shnll yet Hiat^tte 
time has°eonic when n re orientation of Unircrsity education is called for 

morder t^uit the changing conditions of our country Our Univerfitios should 
no lonffcr continue to be regarded principallj ns training grounds for the ^Professions 
nnd BcfviccB Ihe professions are overcrowded and recruitment to public ®cr\iceff 
based on a variety of considerations where merit docs not always play the 

most pro Bhonld provide at the base what has been known. ^lor generations 

R 9 a 6ound liberal education that IS catholic, expansive free from narrowness niid . 
bi^otory in ideas or doctrines, appropriate for a broad nnd enlightened mind .ttnfc 
education should be imparted through the medium of pur own languages Thd 
acceptance of this principle may raise initial difliculties but such dillicultics have 
hcort overcome in free countries and India must also face anu sunnount them In 
15irc tbc Irish language, once said to be unsinted to the needs of tnoaern onmsa* 
iion’hfls been introduced ^\ith success This la of fimdamohtal value in flie^truc 
building up of national life It is more than n raerc means of coramunicnting 
ideas It IS the expression of the national spirit "Ihe othar day a vigorous attack 
was launched on the Ni 7 i policy of attempting to destroy the language and Iilcrit- 
lure of some of the counlncs o^cr avbicli Hitler holds his sway to day Tho^cnlic 
rightly expressed Ins abhorrence of what constitutes a death-blow to the culturo 
of those confines In India also, for more than a century^ education impartHl 
through the mcduim of a foreign language has unduly dominated Us acndeiuic life 
nnd It has now produced a class of nicn^^who aVe unconsciouslj so de-natioHaUgcd 
that nn> far-rcaching propo°nl for the recognition of the Indian langinges^aa the 
\clnclc of teaching and examination up to the highest Uauereity stage is cither 
ritliculed as impossible or branded ns reactionary But I ]>!ead earnestly for the 
acceptance of this fundamental principle not on account of any blind adherence to 
tUmgs that I claim as my own but out of a firm coniiction. that the fullest dc- 
f iciopmcnt of the mind of a learner is possible only by the natiual approach and 
nlho llrnt by this process alone can there bo a great rciiial of the glor;> and xich- 
ncbs of ih6 Indian languages 

A problem that has presented diniciilties in India but which to mv mind is 
ccrlainb avoidable relates to the recognition of different Indian Janguages 
b> the UnnersiUes In m) University, elaborate provisions ha> e been itucxislcnce for 
more than thirty ^carsfor the recognition of all the important Indian languages At 
t)m post ]\Iatuciilation stage, a candidate coming from out^ido Bengal is cncouragedio 
ofler bis own hiothcr tongue at his examination Important Indian langunges Mother 
than Bengali have been included for the M A Examination also Ab the 
Matriculation stage, non-Bengalees are not compelled to accept Bengali as medium 
.of their hxnmination Hindi, Urdu nnd Assamese arc recognised as media ^ alon^ 
wiih''llengah and hn\c been given the^same imporlanco ns tbo language Of 4hc 
proiincO Itself Others arc allowed the option to offer English ns their meduim '*1 
do ^ijlicvc that the question of the studj of important Indian languages - should 
not present an\ diOicuUj whatsoever in any Indian UmvcrsiU, only if we 
her ^le cardinal point that, m whichever corner of the vast country 
reside, we are bound -to one another by tics of brotherhood nnd comradeahm lud 
m gcnetally helping one another in the field of education, we arc but ^frenglKi 
the fonndnlion of tEat great Ind - - ^ - full attainment of wKhn? 
been dream of generations of of caste, creed or comnumiu 

\ybi e I plead for the due recognition of our own languages. I'recSffif 
pig isb should remain a compulspry second-lanj-uagc and that 7t ebouH ^? tmmbt 
to all, mnmh for the purpose correct expression of -ideas and^ p 

hnonbdge to be gathered from boobs written in that orrcit Lancrun<rp^”^Pr^ 

“n “ ' Jniporl^tlangn^e^. §ofe Ensto? nnd 

A thoToiiph ovnnjimtion of the ByllnboBcs nnd the cntircos , 

the Blandpoint of nuj one indiMdin! subject but in ^0 liSt of^ff 
of (lie entire educational stnicture, is n]co^ called for requirements 

ndviBcrs cneb Bpenk.n^ with unconccn^ToStr 

ptoic the minds of our youUis wnb bnowlcdtre Diitwlmt m Eubject.to 

IS tlmt the cnpncitv of their minds m iimitcdr. ««d 

or Puprrnnous in nftcr-lifc must ninkc roofirMortbat wbipli^« WEcleEs 
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our stock of- knowledge with that readiness which “PPly 
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We liave tbeiefore to keep m mint! the need for a liberal and useful education, 
which will be raised the superstructure of such depaitnients of study as ^vill 
produce men luid women trained in diverse branches of knowledge, theoieticvl and 
practical, -which will make them fit persons in the service of the nation The 
question has been and will be how far and how best we can combine education, 
that is,' the bringing out of the faculties with instruction, that is, the impaiting of 
valuable knowledge If we can induce the right mood, achievement of the pur- 
pose will not be difficult Such Univeisity should adequately reflect the peculiar 
needs of the countiy and the area it specially ser\es and should produce men who " 
will not addjurther to the waste of human materials but possess both knowledge 
add culture so as 40 be absoibed in worthy occupations To put it differently, we 
can say that true education should include the local idea, the national idea and the 
international idea 

j A^ problem that has recently agitated the minds of persons interested in 
education relates to the relationship of students with colleges and Universities 
In our, country, from time immemorial^ the teacher and the slud^ent stood in the 
same relationship as did a fathep-niid -his son In modem days, tjie atmosphere' ^ 
in educational institution s does not always lead to the formation of a healthy 
BO^iid^i life between the teacher and the student This is all the more conspicuous 
i^^nQji^iesidential institutions where opportunities for mutual contact are necessarily 
Ifnntec|> The situation ofteii^^becomes embaiiassing to educational authorities when 
exciting political questions ajgitate the minds of students and diiectly influence 
their conduct within the colleges, although the authorities nave no responsibility 
whatso^ci for such situations or developments My intimate association with the 
student >^comraumty makes me assert unhesitatingly that we should miss no 
opportniuties of discussing with them all those pioblems that agitate their minds, 
even though they may have no diiect connection with their academic work This 
close assocKation and fiank exchange of ideas soon meli away feelings of shyness 
arid aloofness from their minds, and whatever their ultimate view-point, it 
creates an atmosphere of mutual trust and confidence whose value cannot be 
over-estimated , ^ 

Unfortunate disturbances, such as strikes ana noisy demonstrations, are be- 
coming a common feature in educational institutions and this tendency should 
be discouraged in the interest of all concerned If the controversy relates to a 
matter affecting the internal affairs of an institution and cannot be amicably 
solved by the college itself, the final decision should be left to a-^ representative 
University Board I see no reason why the Univeisity Regulations should not 
make the decision of such^a body binding on the parties concerned I know this 
interference on the 'part of the University may not alnays be welcomed by all ^ 
educational institutions But let me impress upon them that I would gladlj accept, - 
first and foremost, any satisfactory solution by the college itself without mterfeteace ^ 
from anybody else If this is not possible, I would much rather leave the decision 
in thq hands of an impartial body of acad^ic men than permit the disturbance 
to spread and be exploited by persons who may be least concerned with ilm 
welfare of the institution or of the students affected ^ ^ > 

Asiegards disturbances due to extianeous reasons, I would beg of the students 
not to \Taalc& the educational institutions the forum for expressing their disapproval 
of question^ of public policy which might deeply stir their minds I am not one of 
tbo^ wto favour University students remaining aloof from the burning questions 
of thql.^day I would not, however, like them to be engrossed in party politics, 
for I believe they should maintain their independence of outlook and zealously - 
cultivate^ that spirit of clear and critical thinking, that free power of reasoning, 
which , should be their mam asset as they enter upon public life on the completion 
of their educational career But nothing should prevent them from an active 
study and i^iscussion of all important political questions of the day, and e\en, 
should tliey so desire, sympathising wjth particular schools of thought which 
they indiviQually oi c^lectively might choose to support With good-will 
and undeistandmg on ' both sides ^ the University and College Unions should 
prove a healthy training ground *for future citizenship Frankly speaking, 
occasional outbursts of yotit^hful ieelings should not worry educational 
administrators But when they are allotted to interfere with the^regrrlai routine 
of academic work, or create deadlocks on Issues, small and insignificant, they 
become a disease which, if unchecked, will destroy the very foundation of that 
strong disciplined character which must be an essential possession of all young 
men and women anxious to dedicate their lives to the cause of their country’s liberty* 
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noUficftUou Issued by a Piovincial Government _ 


S vill bo debarred . from Go\ernnicnt service _ lo .my mmcl, or 


For tod'xy tvclinission to public services is 


controlled by raiions non-aoademio 


cnnBidd'itions tvnd m ftuy case it absorbs only a fraction of Unnersity-tratned 
^o^llbs Again, no ^ords can be too strong to condemn any policy of espionage 
\\bicli encourages secret reports of tbe acUviUcs of the students to be 
the teachers themselves Any attempted tinnsformati^ of the free and e^cred 
temple of learning into a branch of the Intelligence Department is a sure method 
of dcstroving the soul of India’s manhood , . t 

Enforced discipline siicli as these processes imply must maKO room for 
discipline from within Modern psychology tU)s ns that the mind oi mnn cannot 
bo built up by s^ipenmposcd ideas and instructions without regard to n& own 
Imng impulses* Wc shall be untrue to our worlr*^ as teachers and administrators 
if wc fait to make the right appeal to the student community and make them ^ 
realise that the raamtonance of sound discipline in educational inaUtutionri^y^ 
duty not cast on ofliccrs and teachers alone but must readily bo shared 
students thenisehcs Ihe mass studcnt-mind is sound and pure In eiery cbnn£i7 
the youth adores the spirit of patrioUsra llio dime of }onth is the time for 
initiative and enthusiasm, for that disregard of consequences which ronket men 
willing to undertake great things, the time when a man cau do great thing?? that 
the mass of men cannot believe to be possible “Adore enthusiasm,” sajs Maz/ini, 
“worship iho dreams of the virgin soul, and the Msione of waxly >outh, for they 
arc the porfuhic of Paradise, which the soul picscrvcs in issuing from Iho hands 
of the Creator^ In a subject country such as oius, the patriotic impulses of 
joiitli are apt to be all the more fervent and outspoken, and it will be the beighl 
of folly jf thoughts and jideols that vibrate their minds and make them feel 
restless arc not fully appreciafitsl by us The academic atmosphere can rcfiiiu its 
eanclily and frceclom, orfly with the lojal assistance of the studentB Wo must 
do all that lies m our power to awaken them to the icahsatiou that nalional 
problems have not been solved in other countries, and cannot be solved in India, 
bv biich dnldisb methods ns Btndents’ strikes and demonstrations within the 
loHcgce, that the best way of helping to cope with <a national crisis that taces 
India toda> is for them tO combine with the Dnivcrsitics m eccuring for themselves 
belter education and better preparation for life ^ ^ 

For us who nie responsible (ov shaping the policy of the Universities It would 
-bo v^ll ^Jo icmcmbcr the -prophetic words of a great thinkci that it would htM 
most^eplorablc thing to make the price of education for our months the surrenBer 
of the ^calB of the greatest iniUatue and enthusiasm and of tbe hope and capacity 
lot great deeds to rigid BurvciUaucc or to the work of acquisition alone iet us 
keep, our students at work getting knowledge out of books but not while the 
enthusiasm of >o\ilh is ebbing awaj and the capncitj of doing things is 'beinir 
gradualh lost Learning itself is not always of the greatest value The in^"‘'who 
IS made IB the great thing and the work of doing is tha great thing in man 
But it IS not the man alone that tbe University n to make I^t n^ teach our 
Btudents and let us ourselves demonstrate that no mair lives to himself, that no 
task can be more patriotic than that of binding the whole community to^^e her bv 
common n^^ocialion and aspirations The object of education is not the constructinn 

nnt l .’r”. Wteiv Benofits to the commS'^to Z 

MUW\. to cis5h7ilion nrc nil Hint are of mine, and the nrodi ction nf 
\ndi\idual man whoso influcjico ehall live for PFO^iiction of the 


of 'a 


Miu.Muu u urn, ariose innucjico Biiall live for c\cr'jn the meal of hitman, 
tint n the great object of eicrv UniicrEitv Let ns lift im n,n mn»a 
men from hard conditions of poiertv and lenomnao n.>,i u? „„ 


and Ignorance 'and let us produce the 
yarticuntc m tint roajostic ' pro^esr All on^ wH ■n'ortlnlj 


inihvuhml man framed and 


poverty 

trained 




IS out 
remove 
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^ The neeJ^of a broad oufclook and a clear vision was never so impciative ns at 
the present inbment We meet in a time of storm and stress Kings and crm^ns 
4 rre tumbling down and countiies that have long been the citadels of freedom 'are 
today;^ the - ruthless aictims of superior force India appieuates, moie pelihaps 
than any-bther countiy, what it is for a people to lose their political power and 
independence Battling nations and warring ideologies contend for mastery In the 
East^ and ^the West The roaring tide of partisanship and passion threatens to 
sweep away^many of the institutions we hold dear and, who knows, may even 
destroy whatever leniains of the integrity of this ancient luid of ours Distrust 
, and prejudice, luvariably associated with the doctrine of overlordship still ^cloud 
'tile Indian horizon In the nords of a keen obsener of modern times, raemPand 
religioiie prejudices, which we had fondly believed to be the outcome of ignorant 
xeaction ha\e been made the basis of national policy and learned men have been 
found able to reconcile the defence of this barbarism with then conscience 

Agia faced problems of serious import in the past when it first emerged to 
full^ihw from the mist of antiquity^ It found an India divided against itself — a 
prey to internal chaos and external aggression The Central Goi eminent whose 
power had once been felt from the Himalayas to Madura had collapsed, Eival 
priuces and baions fought for supremacy in the various provinces '’The spectre of 
forei^ dominatioq. loomed large on the horizon Buccaneers from neighbouring 
continents were already intercepting pious pilgrims and peaceful traders, and 
trying to establish their lairs ‘on^tlm defenceless, sea-board of India How did the 
eminent men of Agra deal wifn the^^ situation in the sixteenth century ? They 
realised'^ the supreme need of the countiy’s unity India, according to certain 
bureaucratic administrators and myopic politicians/is not one country or nation 
But was not the unity of the land* and its people emphasised bv ancient writer^ ? 

It IS to the task of the unification of this land of Hindusthan that*! fting 
line of rulers, Hindu and Muslim, directed their energies m the past In th^work 
of political unification m the sixteenth century, Akbar was ably seconded, ftnong 
others, by Todar Mai and noble men of the house of Jaipur. Your city became 
the metropolis of a united Hindusthan and retained that proud position for well 
nigh a century The Eajput and the Pathan, the Mogul and the Andhi Khetn, 
retained their individual culture But they co-operated to establish an edifice carved 
in granite, and hewn out of the rock of liberalism, toleration and a broad-mindedness 
that did away with the artificial barriers raised by racial and religious prejudices 
T^e structure stood till the recrudescence of intolerance levelled it to the ground, 
to the eternal misfoitune of our country 

XVith unity had come freedom from the foreign menace The Kings of Iran 
an*d Turan came to acquire a wholesome respect for the Government of Hindiis- 
. than, and the sea-rovers from the West were content to send pious missionanes 
and ^peaceful ambassadors to the Imperial Court The quiet teachings of mediaeval 
bhaktas— apostles of Ahimsa — useful as they were in anibuing the people with idei^ 
of catholicity, neighbourly chanty and toleration, sa** essential for national organisa- 
tion and solidarity, would not have sufficed to savel the country from chaos and 
aggression had they not been reinforced by the valour of the horsemen of Akbar, 
the spearmen of '' Man Singh and the cohorts of Todar. Mai Will the lessons 
of the past be lost on us ? Shall we encourage movements that threaten to 
disrupt the* unity of this country ? It should not be forgotten that if Indian 
history teaches a lesson, it is this — that political disruption due to tribal jealousy 
aud relfpaous antagonism has been the harbinger of foreign domination 

If Indian unity is a desideratum, its essential pre-reqmsite is a bio'ld tolera- 
tion in .every spheie of life Eaclal and religious prejudices have often, tbrou^oufc 
the ageSj^'liirned Eivope into ^reeking shambles and disintegrated nations and 
“ramshackle “fempires”, which, had they remained united, would have beeh better 
able to withstand the shock of external imnsion A loud lament has gone forth 
from nn Anglo-Saxon statesman that his navy bears a heavier burden through lack 
of ports in a Celtic land with a jrredominantly Catholic population, r\hich was 
once united to -Ins country by* stronger "iiolitical ties Perhaps the Catholics and 
Celts stdl remember Drogheda and Wexford, the penal laws and Coercion Acts 
Our Motherland has to be saved^if necessary, with our life-blood, from Droghedas 
aud Wexfords and their inevitable corollary — an Ulster in an “Emerald Isle” aud 
a sullen Eue within a frowning Commonwealth* 

Let men and women trained in Indian Universities of today unite in their 
efforts for the remaking of their Motherland No country has attained greatness 
or liberty except through loyal and disinterested service of her children. The 
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Kpint of the New Indn must be born of BtrucOc mid 'irduoiiB hboiiT mul 
of noble ecorn of c'vsc and Itt'ttry of (hirst for knowledge mid its mdest nppljta- 
tion to the nllciinlion of liuman niiseiy mid siidcnnL, of n broad Inted toleration 
nnd justice afleedn" the rinbts of the a list multitude of the Indian pcopli^ of a 
buruuiK and unallcrnhlc fmth in the poUticnl iiitcgntT of the countra, ^t loynltv 
to truth and faith in God ].ct us proceed on the path that leads to the llomc ot 
Liberty, of Justice, of ILt^btcouBncss, un(huntc(l ubslnckfi or nilurcs, gmmnj; 
courage and Btrcuglh from the c\crlasting trutli tlmt c\cn if the present generation 
comes to its journey’s end before the goal is reached, onr ccapclc^s cliorjs 
inspire tho’se ^^ho foUo\% us, and they will curry on the uufim-hcU duly uitU uur 
abated energy and dcteriniiinlion nnd Knou no rest or peace till \Kloiy^i3 
achicicd t 1 , 


The Patna University Conx’-ocatioix 


Sir S Radhalcrlshinn r Address 


Tlic following is the text of the ConTocntion Address delivered by S^} 
S EadhaJ rt^Iman \\ A, P ntt , 1 T n , i U; A Ftlloiv of All Souls College, 
0 -^ford, and Vice Chancellor, Bennies Hindu ^UnrViurBiU, at the Unnersity ot I‘atna 
held oit the 2 ^lh Ko\ ember, 1940 — ' ^ 

rerreut me to thank the authouUcs of the UiuvcrsUy, most cordnlh, Tor their 
kindness in nskmg me to nddresfl this Con\ocntion of the Uuncrsity of Pnlnn 
Benares and Patna ha^c been in close cultural contact for many rcnluncs, nnd 
am happy to say that wo arc mtnntaimnc: it c\cu nov Your dislingnuhcd 
Vice Chancellor is a member of our Coiut nnd Council nnd uc ha\o in the colleges 
of the Benares Hindu Unuereity ns many as six hundred slndcnts from the 
proMucc of Bchtvr It is mv ferrent uieli that the feelings of good ncighbourhncss 
between Bchar nnd Benares ma^ be fostered in the years to come 

Ihough the UnncrsiU of Patna is rather young, your citv looks down on 
many ccntuiics, and has listened to great leathers of Hindu, Buddhist and Jama 
faiths, and in more recent times, to Wuslim nnd Christian dnmes lour province 
ns its name implies, vras full of the n/Ki 7 o<f, the monobtcncs of the Bnddhirt and 
the Jama monks The great emperor Afeoka had Ins capital in your cit\, and /tom 
here announced to distant lands his message of dhaima, or a life of discipline and 
ahtmsa^ or mercy, to nil creation At a tune when the world is overrun }>t mad 
despots when the natural npgrtssncncss of man* in^^tcad of icccnmg cheek, 
Jmdmg increased scope, it is good to be reminded of the ideals jof the BndcBia— ^ 
pimirx and J arnna lo%c and merev, 

Yonr Unnerbity mav be said to inherit a great tradition of human labics, 
a tradition winch lias been supported In the seers of mantmd with a singuJar 
iiimniroity Jhc sages of the Upainshadp Buddha, Confucius, bocrates, Jc^ur nnd 
Mohammad, though they belonged to different races nnd chmalcF, did not speak m 
dnerse longucR They ucrc agreed that what is mo<i desirable from man zb ijot 
• the riches of Cioesue, or the honour^ of Caesar, or the j>ower of Kero” A civih*:cd 
fife 18 not to be equated with ph^Blcnl strcngUi or matczial pro*Jpcrit\, political 
power or commercial success Tlie cas^ and pleiRant life made possible Gv science 
IS not the essence of civilisation ,\\c max enjov all the benefits of science, material 
wealth and comforts, our trains may gtart punctnnlh, and we may keep our 
ap]>ointmcnts to the minute, and yet we may be barbarouP* Cmli^^ation i^a Iimiu: 
spint and not a mechanical apparatu*^ Centuries before the Ounstian era, In this 
city and its neighbourhood dwelt people who Ined chiedv on nuts iintl 'vegetables 
whose clolhOR were plain nnd simple who^^e amuEcmcni« few nnd mc^rensne ami 
who=c mctl 0( 8 of transjvort cjow and rudiraoiOvry , and \ct we cannot deny to 
them the qiiahtx of civilisation for tiieir mucr life Vns hi’khfv dctelopccL Among 
them were smuts whose names we still honour pods whose woHf wo still chen^^h 
pliilo^^ophcrs who^^e thoughts we still sti.dy nen who hn\c rn^^cd is to a moml 
eminence, and who arc imr part of that immortal hent'-ge vhich" knows not mo 
or wcanuess or defenk Cnibsatimucon^ists in the cverciso of all thoco poiUrs aid 

ficnUics whu hare 01 erniulalwc onr mere amm-1 hcmgc U is the 

enjoyment of the rarest of mans giftP, the disinterested life; the life of 


the spirit 
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civilised life - To all Tight-tbinking men, the issues of tins war are qnite clear 
-There are some who belieie that this war is a conflict between rival nnpenahsms, 
and.that therejs'^not much difference between the Allies and the Axis powers But 
the little difference there is, is vital and important In the actual world, fhe 
dishliction between good and bmI is not clear cut We do not find theie black" and 
Wliite, but things imperceptibly shade from one to the other While the British 
system has not been consistent with regaid to its ideals of democracy and justice 
tliey would be altogether extinguished if the Dictators won 1 he problem ior the 
politician is a choice of evils, and jxilitical wisdom consists in perceiving how much 
vof an V evil it is necessary to tolerate lest worse evil befall There are many 
injustices in the British system which are comipting but that should not betray us 
into blurring the distinction between unfulfilled justice and a clean negation of 
jushce Every individual is obliged to choose one another than the other Even for 
those who suffer from the uijustices of the British system, the duty is clear It is 
to defend the cause of Bri^tam and at the same time assist Britain to lemedy the 
injustices which are manifestly inconsistent with her professed ideals ffhe failure 
to live up to these ideals is part of the cause of the present war 

The finest anti-Nazi material is in India, and it is nothing short of a tragedy 
,that she m still mainly unreconciled If freedom of all people is the aim of this 
^^ar^ as it should bP, then those who were conquered in the past must be set free 
To win the war will not mean much if it does not remove the ^ great wrongs of 
the present world We must demonstrate even to the enemy that we reverence 
the ideals of justice and freedom which we condemn him for rejecting British 
Etntesmpn^ do not seem to realise sufficiently that new forces are at work which 
leqiure a^new outlook and interpretation We need not doubt that the present 
Government contains as high an average of ability as was e^e^ found in a British 
Cabinet Its members however are fitted more to" carry on traditional administra- 
tion than appreciate new factors or initiate new policies Ihe Prime Minister^ who 
is bending all his indisputable genius aud prodigious energies to the supremej^task 
of winning the war has, inspite of his boldness and vision, become a specialist and 
IS studiously reticent on the Indian question The other members belong to an 
eia that has passed* The position of Britain in the world has radically changed, 
and the old policy of slow compromise and fine adjustment is out of date New, 
strange, inconsequent forces are at work upsetting the old calculations Statesmen - 
cast in the old form uith their seivility to established institutions are not adequate 
to the new conditions Ihose who are m charge of India have the traditional 
virtues of dignity, honour efficiency and even selfiessness They are. most compet- 
ent members of traditional Governments but are too firmh set in the old ways to 
b^hsefnl in the new world They are immensely intelligent but highly insensitive 
Otherwise it is impossible to understand a policy which doea not countenance the 
establishment of a popular government, which does not trust the leaders of the 
people with the-lask of building up the neglected defence of India, juid organising 
aircraft and shipbuilding industries in the country The sands are junmng out 
Will British statesmen take courage and give content to the noble phiases they 
utter, and aveld^ together, in a great democratic federation India and Britain for 
mutnal service and the serMce of world ? 

If the new spirit has not captured the imagination of the British people, if 
they persist in their ol^ policies, this war will be sheer disaster to mankind History 
^e^eals to us how wars cannot be avoided, so long as justice is not practised by 
man to man. State to State, unless we accept the principle that the weak have 
rights against the strong Unfortunately, however, from eaily times the powerful 
evaded what they could and the weak granted -what tliej must Ihucydides repoits 
that when the people of Alelos appealed to the Athenians, who had them at their 
mercy^ to spare them, thevAthenians would\ only say, ”Of oiir gods we believe — 
and of men we know — that by a law of their nature wherevei they can rule they 
will This was not made by us, and we are not the first who have acted upon 
it, we did but inherit jt, and we shall bequeath it to all time, and we know that 
you and all mankind — if you were as strong as we are — ^woiild do as we do,” If 
that IS human nature, if success and fnlure are the sole measures of right aud 
wrong, then every excess of fraud, force^ aud rutlilcssness and curelty is justified 
and we cannot complain if nations play the international game by the rules of 
power politics Unless we defeat this mentality we might win Ihe war but we 
would lose the cause In a great book — The City "of God— St Augustine asks j 
“take away justice, and what aie the kingdom of the eailh but gieat bands of 
robbers ?” 


—29 NOV '10 ] 
Of till 


THE rVlNA UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION 


103 


disastrous display of bru(o force moral ])rinciplc3 must insinrc the pcaccmakerF it 
Will not-l)c casj , for as Senor dc Mndarm^o Paul “A ilcmocrac> tint loAsnr, 
if beaten, loses Us liberty at the hands of its adNcr^arN, if uctorious it lo^cs Its 
libcrt% at its own hands A democracy cannot wae:c war and remain n doinocrai^ 

It may bo said that it p\cs up Us principle onl> for the duration of the war/uid 
returns to it when uutoij is own It is not qinio fo ermple It would Pc to tike 
an external and superficial \icw of democrao\, whidi is a waj of life and not a 
mere political arrangement AVc cannot oriranisc for war and \ct pne full hbert\ 
of speech and c^prcsbion Herd emotions of fear nnd anger arc bound to be pio- ^ 
diiecd and all tlic powerful agencies of the press, the radio, and mass dcnvi^ogy 
will be uUhsed for the ostensible purpose of RtrcnutUcning the will to Mctorv, and 
these emotions, sedulously cuUuatcd during the w \r, arc likely to endure nftci U, 
and increase the difncultics of peace It requires a Bupreme efibrt of reason and 
imagination to produce the psychological conditions dor a pist )md endunng peace 
If the war is to l3e won on the battle fields, the peace must be dcfendwl in unucr- 
Bvtics and scats of learning, by priests, prophets and philosophers we must train 
men's mmds lor a new world whcic the doctiine of nou-Molence la not the im- 
pracUcahlc dream that it is now supposed to be - 

In the last wai, a Unnersity Piofcssor of Great Britain, when asked what 
was doing when the fight for emulation was on, replied **I am the cnilibation 
you aie fighting for'' Art and literature, Bcicncc and scholaiship, and pther 
cicatnc products of the mind, arc the te^ts of cnihsation Iho'^c who shire the 
heritage luiilt up by ccntuucs of industry, of art, of generous emotion, a, lirrUa^c 
which knows no frontiers, possc'^s the cuiliscd mentality Cnili nation is larger 
than patnotism It is humanism In these dus of growing physic il clanger, it is 
the function of the Unircisitios to keep the soul aliic While our governments, 
central and proiincial, are naturally absorbed in the immediate and obMOua 
ptOblcms created by the war, and arc seemingly indifferent to the in‘^iatcnt but 
no less important matters, I hope they will realise that it is in the centres of 
thought and learning that the great ideas which mo\e humanity B]>ring forth and 
acquire hands and feet Oiu Universities must be tbo Indian nation Uiinking 
aloud Unfoitnnately most of our teachers are only purveyors of information 
initiating large numbers into new habits of thinking and feeling by a kind of 
social drill lo redeem tlic Universities from ths charge of commonplaecnccs we 
require among their leaders a few creatnc personalities, a few priests of Icahung 
and prophets of spirit 

It is through the UnucrsiticB that we ha\c to maintain and develop conipiu- 
mty of thought, feeling and practice There arc to day disturbing signs oi the 
ptadual disintegration of our culture, which is the synthetic outcome of the 0011 ( 11 " 
butions of the various races, religions and commmnucs which ba^o made ImM 
their home India is not merely n geographical unity but a psychological oncncF*J 
"Wliatmcr creeds we may profess, almost all of us arc eocialh and psychotekalh 
one Kcspcctfor parental aiithoiiU, the joint family svstem,- arranged marm^es 
and castes as trade guilds, are some of the things found alike among the Hindus 
and the MuBlims In art and architecture, music and hiernture the interaction of 
the two communities is mahifest Foreign iinasions have n(^^distiirl>cd this psxcho-x,. 
logical homogcnciU i\lodcrn ideas of science and criticism ale afTccting tlic whole 
nation irrc^pcctnc of communities The masses of |>cople are un-nfTccIed In the 
Fquahblcs for posts and power in which the a^^pirants for ofiicc of the 'ddferent 
communities engage Unnersity men can check the spread of the disintc^Tatnm 
tendencies which thwart India's cultural unity and poltlical intcgrih ^ 

Our anxictv for freedom is natural In seeking for it we must ako aconire 
the capacity for it, the di^^upIinc—pcTsonal and social-^wkhoiit which frewlom is a 
until It IS in the Unucr^itics that we arc cvpectcd to acqmre habits of di«^ciphnc 
ctvtvcal rellechon and judizment Ihcro is so much matornl roxirod on us throiurh 
(he cheap prc:.s and radio that we must learn to discriminate between information 
and UmwlciUc c must try to look beneath ^hc surface of tilings Ui fo?tmiatdv 
the studculb arc acquiring a mob meulahn A few of their leaders hi 
doecs of coavinpnd bnlhing, make the l^rgc numbers aiccpt opinions winch arc 
more extreme (lian rcprc.cn lativc Instc^id of thinking for themselves tbev mcreK 
follow the lead of oUicr« A vact macs of emotional 

Etudent '^Torld Hicy arc false to tlic education tjicv have received in thn * 1 

generous atmosphere of a rjnvcr=il% if thev bclicic onlv in rc-im(>r?ffvl 

ClmJ 1„.U .» lie U,dcr ■ Slate., ' b,'“y (i" 
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- ^opinion, which fortifies the individnal ngaf»st the herd. He is truly ■fedueated who 

is p^or in spirit, humble but true to his conTictions 

Let me congratulate you on the success which has attended your efforts. You 
are .entering on .another stage of your career, and these are not tunes when vou 

- can es}>cct,9otLoptions Life will be full of difficulties but if you have profi'fed 

byi:;Jivr^trauHng, you will find opportunities of service and happiness "May T 
conclude- with a stanza of Asolando, which was published on the day of Brownin'^’s 
death, for. it sets forth the ideal suited to our times ~ ° 

..... V- '= '' One who never turned his back but marched breast forward, 

- Never doubted clouds i^uld break, 

v-' ^e\cr dreamed, though, right were worsted, wrong would triumph 
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 

V -Sleep to wake 


■ ■« 

Xk^^Hindu University Convocation 

Sj Svamaprasad MooLerjee s Address 

^ ^ » '’ ’C 

ThCiollowing is the text of the Convocation Address delivered by Sj Syama 
P^asacf at the Annual Convocation of the Benares ^nda University, 

held on Sunday, the 1st December, 1940 — 

* ^TTcohsidei; it n proud privilege to be invited to address the Convocation of 
your^great Universityrjixnji^I th^k you sincerely for the honour which you hove 
bestowed 6h*inc Your history bearing marks' of 

the toil of generations but wilhm^®P^#lj^ioayf it existence it has secured a 
fame and a reputation iioculiar to Itsel^ liTve "justly wi)a for it an abiding 

place in, the hearts^ of millions of our countrymen Yours Is a great seat of 
learning that, has sprung into life amidst surroundings which remind us of all 
that is* best in Indian ci\ilization 'Your renowned city was the metropolis of a ^ 
Pliitoso^ct-King ol the -Upanishadic Age and the home of Parsvanath, the 
' edebra^d in the vicinity ,of the holy steps 

_ wfi^re Gautama Buddha prScHTO^wi^rst sermon, where Sanharacharyya distin* 

^ nuTshed. himself m Dialectics Snd Philosophy, where Tulsidas wrote his immortal 
songs, 'and^ where Sree, Chaitanya distributed the nectar of ^ivine love to high and 
low Inddidi that great son of” India whose name will fitr ever be enshrined m 
the hearts Countrymen, not only as the most illustrious of your founders-^ ^ 

but also as one "of the makers of New India, could not have selected a more 
appropnate site for the Hindu University of Hindusthan May your University 
produce sa^es like Silabhadra and ardent missionanes^/^e .^^Jhpankara who made 
this j^pnntry the intellectual centie of the East and ca5rled ^naj^ orch of Jndian 
^ Qm^^zatm^^be^Qp4 - heights of the Himalayas and acrosSPp^^e^e^jOf the 
" Southern Seas 1 A^fyanping years have now left ^heir anai'k^ii the nealth of 
^Pandit MalaviyX and I voice the sentiments of all sections" of Indians throughout 
the country when I pray that he may yet be spar^for a "long number of years 
to see the ever-increasiog development of his beloJro^ahersity as an ijgtive and 
procrressive scat of learning dedicated to IhiT service of the nation Tsfe^r^ut ' 
distinguished occupant of the office of YicC'Chancellor commands universal tesp^bet " Y 
and confidence and the desUities of this University could not have been entrusted 
to a worthier person, whether from this country or from abroad 

I shall not attempt to analyse in detail the activities of your University but 
I must pay my tribute.'^to the solid progress you have made in diverse brar/ches of 
knowledge, literary, philosophical, scientific and technical Scholars have/ flocked 
to 5 our portals from distant parts of India, attracted by the richness and variety 
of facilities oflered^by yon.. The reputation- of some of your departments, specially 
in the domain of science and encinearing.^has gone far beyond the limits of this 
province If large and generpiis benefactions have efUabled you to erect imposing 
and commodious buildings winch have helped to create a beautiful city of >our 
own, you have al^o been able to attract to your halls a long line of devoted 
teachers who have- considered it their sacred duty to dedicate themselves to the 
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cflose ol knowledge I know financial dlfflSliUics lm^e often been a matter of 


-llS 

clocp 


niialety to tjio authorities of the Unnersity, and it is all the greater reason -Wiat 
one should gratefully acknowledge tho spirit of saciifieo that iiaS- animated the 
memtos of jour stafl who haie cheerfully carried on their work, often in spite of 
great financial iincfertaintics. I hope the State will do its obvious "Uiitj towardsi 
this great national institution and, by giimg you the necessary fiiianual relief, will 
cnablo you to march along, with vigour and courage, on the path of progress and 


capaimmn^ University has paid and will pay due homage to the cause 


^ . ^ of t^prend of ^ 

knowledge aVrits dnerso blanches but I would alBi 5 ask >ou to fulfil in an nbuiuK^ . 
nnt measure ydut obligntlona for the revival of Sic filory of Hindu culture nnd?v^ 
ciubzation, not from a narrow or bigoted point of mow but for Bticnglhcning the 
very root of nationalism in this country In this great land of ours where twcuti- 
cight croiCB of Hindus Ino, tho word Hindu Boractira (?5 stinks in the nostrils of 
many a son of India A rc-oucntatiou of Hindu culture and ideals, .of thich 5 out 

E ait Vico Chancellor is quo of the ablest exponents, will not onl> help to bring 

to India that political ficcdom which sho has lost but will ulso raise the bouI ? 
of mankind throughout the earth to a highci level of thought and action v 

As a University you have a great role to play in re shaping tho ilcsuiiics'ot^^ 
the people of your country Wo must bear in mind the cardinal principle that wc '“'• 
want to SCO developed and trained through education tho whole nature of our 
alunlni, uitcllc( tual, moral and physical, not the purpose of qualifying 

for any Special calling but to bring up good citixcns, useful members of kicicIy* 
men, true and foarloss, capable of beating then part with credit in public and ^ 

private life Such Umvcrsitj-tramcd men are needed in rich abundance in India ^ 

to day* 

Interested persons often tiy to raise a controversy about the rclabvc claims 
of clcmcutarv education and higboi education 111 India, lorgctling Hic ^fact ,,.lhat 
tho Uaivcislty expresses tho coipornto <rvr the 'higl\cr things 

of the spmt As University men^e ^cdiicatloii should spread 

fiom one part of thc^eountrY to otii^^Bfr'flint movision should bo made foi 
tins purpose in a Ubcial and unstinted manner Indeed, tho failure of Government, 
which has rcmahicd in dominant authority in India for more than a century and 
n half, to discharge this obligation, la regarded as one of tho black spoVs 111 ^its 
ndmimstratiun Uet ns not, however, forget that eminent thinkers in coimtjics^ 
where clcmcnlary education is both free and con}pnlsQj^diai^f£lb ^ thi;t J in 
instruction, unlesa clowned by something w]il|iij|iHk](gpi^fl^^ onl^ barren ml 
may even be dangerous It is not enonglT 10 teach our dcmocracj to read nnle^y 
wc also teach it to think It Is the ignorant and unihinking mind, vrith iLs 
liivlahtics, its uiiccrtaiUUes, and its clouded vision, from which wc have mo'^t 
to fcai 

Anolhei class of critics in our country often advocated Vtrftadmcnt of 
University education in view of the increasing acuteness of the iiroblcm of nn- 
employ meat The Univcrs^c^ of India have on their rolls a little over one likh 
of Biudeuts, whitj^ au iiiBigmficant proportion of India's population of 

thirl>“&\e' erocSrCrit is not feasible for the University to find for 

all ils'^''jfirjhfil, although Iho University should do all it establish clo^e 

contact with those men and institutions that control thcT fields of coraracrce, 
Inisincssand industrv llicsc must know and undcrstnqd one another and work in 
harmony for tho larger wclf’ffi!^- of the community It as indeed one of the 
btalc, more than that of anybody clso, to^olvc the problem 
of imernmoyment In a country such as ours, where so muclr still remains to be 
done, where more than thirty crotes of people arc ehll itinerate and Uic ta^k of 
ppioading the light of knowledge alone maf occupy the Vnid^gy of tens of thousands 
01 c<incale<l youths, where raw matcnalB still remain in perpetual abundance and 
ate often at the mercy of exploiters and adventurers, where indu^lnal expansion 
an^orhnig the valued services of thousands of skillcil tcchmoians vet receives onlv ‘ 
liali-hcarled recognition from the Stale, where tlic vital agencies of national defence 
suUi as iho armv, the navv and tho air-forcc have yet to expand on nn nll-Indii 
basis, thrown open to all classes of |>cO)dc, free from artificial rc«tnc1ion«— m a 
winlry Puoh as ours u h amazing that unemployment should etare ardent 
placated I ijlinn jomh« m the face Mid ihnt unpainouc demands should be made 
for nrbitran riNtnc'ioii of hidicr education It is true that no coiintrv can hnic 
national sasicin of education niilcss it enjoys the hlcpsings of freedom But 
. Uuhtrtiiicb mtlnn their limited Ephere do their duty niUi cournj;e and 
l[)3 
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' and bo ’’Teadjusfc and leoignnise their couises of study that they may 

wo Ally meet the manifold requiiements of oui countiy m ducise fields of public 
seiyteCi social, industinl, economic and political 

An important subject to which I should like to lefci is the progiess of ' scienco s 
country Faced as wo are uith iateinatioiial conflicts of 
it does not leqmie much imagination to see that the scientific 
and^:^indtiBtiial development of a countiy is essential not only for its piosperity but 
alsGL" fort its veiy existence In this Bpiieie the Universities in advanced coiiutiics, 
r^^'bSiEed by libeial and activ^e suppoit fioin then Governments, have pla;j^ed a vital 
^-trpaiT :The industinl development of a countiy is, how cvei, conditioned not only 
but also by the 4iIl-impoitant questions of finance and national policy 
jGermany, as is well-knovtn, the intimate co-opeiation between Goveinnient, the 
r"*IInrvQrsilics and the industiial organisations rcbulted in a very lapid development 
- -although flie industiial revolution came to that countiy considerably latci than lu 

- Great Biitain. Both m Japan and m Soviet Russia, it is the diiving foice of 
Government, mobihsing^ and ,no-ordinatiug all the resouices of the countiies, that 

' has led to their phenomenal industrial piogicss in recent ycais 

?n -this countiy, ^by coiifrast, vve have a tragic story to toll The Univeifiities 
the* iddiistiialiBts with then limited means have been ploughing piactically 
dSncly iutftuvs Ihe university laboiatoiies, particulaily, have worked undei great 
handicaps, which have been only partially lightened by the generous donations of a 
few benefactors It is absolutely clear that unless the 'Government of the.conntry 
pursue# fv settled and iiicvocable policy of industiialisation and adopts -co oidiuated 

- mcasuics-for thc^ fuitheiance of this object, industrial piogiess m this countiy can 
at^best be-^only fitful The danger of this industiial backwaidness does not reqmie 
any “fimplTasis today Even 1:110 Famine Commission of 18S0 recognised that the 
plo^lOlH ''or‘""the dieadful poverty of the Indian people could oot be tackled by 
improvemcht in amcultuie alone, but required also the iniprovcraent of industries 
The war 'Of I9r4-18 again threw into relief the pathetic industiial helplessness of 
Induv and the Indian Industiial Commission was appointed in 1916 to make 
xemedial recommendations But this Commissma was specifically de^baired fiom 
entering into the '^question of tariffs or any other aspect of the fiscrrl-ipolrcy of the 
Government jof India' ‘The part of Hamlet must be totally omitted,” Sii Ficderick 
Nicholson honestly declaied in his statement to the Commission. The Commission, 

" C^evi^rtHbless, made some fairly comprehensive recommendations within the pxovince 
allotted to it Although the able minutO gueu separately by Pandi^Madan Mohan 
Slalaviya showed that ewv these fell short of public expectjiUoii and had some 
serioua defects, theie was no indication that they wcie going to be implemented by ^ 
Govcin'ment A senes of conferences met but tht^ -^luation remained practically 
wheie it had been It was indeed clear ih^t ^Government had no 1 out in a policy 
.of industrialreationf^d it has required the wai of 1939'to quicken Government 
again to soihe semblance of action The Board of Scientific ''andTndustiial 
Reseaich,’^which,waB long overdue, has been set up with a grant of Es. 5 lakhB) 

- which 18 all too meagie for research in Government laboratories and tlie 
^ Universities The corresponding organisation in Great Britain was set up in 1916 
■«tid ^it now 'flnoyu -an annual giant of a ciorc of rupees Even the National 
'Research Counui?Mi‘ Canada, which has a population of only a ciore andu quarter, 
has got an annual of about 13 lakhs of lupeea from its Goveinmenl; 

It i#not yet clear whether Government, in themiidst of this - deepening crisis, 
still realises that the IndustifaliSltion M)f Indm, is thd sine qua non for the safety 
of India, that the rejection of a iull-fiedgcd ^policy of industiialisatioir would be 
tantamount to a betiayal df the people o£ this country Oui Universities have then ^ 
biains, then laboratories'' and then- workshops, and in a very laige measure they 
can deliver the goods Benares has amply'^ilemonstrated this iii her own limited 
sphere But where is the'' evidence that Government is eager or even prepared to 
mobilise these reX:oai*ceB foi a policy of indubtiiahsation, which, in pxder to be 
eflective/miist not be confined to jpflintions induBtiies alone but to all heavy and 
light industries necessary both m peaCff and in war ? Are we sure that the Eastern 
Group" Conference will assist this all-round industrialisation of India ? Or is India 
going"^ to supply chrefly “the raw mateiials^ ami perhaps steel, for industries to be 
built up in countries other than India ? And is tins going to be dono in the 
name of rationalisation and eo-oidmation of war effort 2 Ihu Dither the- leader 
of an important-' delegation to this Conference suggested ^ with reference to the 
^ ,mi craft industry, ? that since it was already developed m Australia, the best 
rationalisatiou of war effort would bo effected by the expansion of that induBti 7 m 
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Austrnli'i nud not 6o much !>y crc-ition of nirernft niduslrics do noto Tlicrc is a 
i iv ■ . ! r’ - o" tint the industmlisnlion of India maj sliU be prcicntcd bj 
I, ',.1 ,n< . .d by the inertn of the old policy Great tbinga can art be 
Rcbieicd if only tut Government of India vroiild rcnhsc the danger of ndhenn^ to 
the polity of retaining in India only a market for mamifactnrcd goods of cxploUm 
her raav^ materials vor the benefit of foreign capital, and of n- TiKitana an 

only bcTVcre of wood and drawers of water If Government, ti « v 
the nidtistrial organjs'iimns ate made to participate in a nationr 
industunhsaiiOD, none can resist the early atlnmnicnt of IikIia s 

Dcputntiou of n few hmuhed ludiios for training in liriUsL * \ 

meet our needs and aspirations , , , ^ -r ^ i ^ 

If the State policy hitherto pursued has hampered industnal pToaxe-^ on 
rational lines consistent with our vast resources and national ^cqmrcmall^ inopK 
18 another direction in which much fuller cooi>cratiDn is possible, aim is iiiomt<* 
csscnlmh between the State and the Indian Unnersitics, and, this rdUcs to the 
preparation of our youths for efficient and adequate mihlatv training lu accordance' 
with the needs of modern warfare It is not for ixio to eti^sS hero the bistot) of 
the control of. the Iiuhaiusation of the so-called Indian army But I believe there 
18 none to day who will deny that the policy of helping Imlmne iinnimcO- 
unprepared for national defence has not onl> put tins country in n highly ^xiuloug 
state blit had practieally cmascuinted the manhood of India Indian 
should dclnand with one voice provision for compulsory military training fully 
lelrtfcd to mcclrnmscd wmrfarc The existing arrangements foi the Uuncrsity 
Training Corps ccarsfiUUc a most niggardly acknowledgment of the rig}U| of the 
Indian youth Only the other day one of the able representatives of your'' province 
in the Council of State raised the question of- recognising the Unncrsity Training 
'Corps as mcchaniBcd units The eharactcnstie reply of the Defence licpaitment 
was "hcart'-fclt ajrapalhy” with the proposal but **grcat practical ,<hf5cuilics^' an 
^accepting it ^ 

It IS not want of funds or ^antof resources that couBlilutcB the nlunlblmg 
block S -r -.vn j^ot insuperable It is the nbscuce of the will, at is 

that old * - and app/ehensiop of possible reperenssaons, that slnud 

in the Way of Taking cllccuvc steps for militansing the youui <yf Jndm What has 
England not done for her own eakc in her heme tcrutory ^inee lbJ9 2 u\rc not 
filnpendons difiiiuUics melting away before the call of national" Fcrv tee ,nud 
solidarity 2 Uoday the European war threatens ^thc destruction of uvihadioji jt* 
self AVhatcvct the menfs or dcmont& of the rcBpcctive combatants, phrlo^dphy, 
logic or reason* will not weigh with any of them at when morn! forces have 

almost ceased to function, and tliat Vowcff will be the ultimate victor whiclr-lms 
at Ub disposal the largest ^ B«ppl?r of brain-power and those forces of defence and 
•ofTcncc which ‘the knowledge and«kiIhot mau cAn invent We are repeatedly told 
that India may-become a paVt ol the war rone sooner than of^ius expert If 
that be BO, it 18 c'^seiitnl that the defence of India agahiBt foreign mrgreswon and 
drom nUcrnal clnos should be well organised nud bioad-bn«ccl on gigantic cfToiia 
t>f Indians themselves feome progress lias been made recently hj^j^ we arc satisfied 
neither wUh the extent of the arrangements nor, what jg more vihb with the 
uolicy bdund them The Indian UnivcrsitiCB should wnthiq^yicilfc- limited spiiefc 
be taken into full confidence and the youth of India sho^^Jd ba^yioroughlv.limiicu 
to uefcuu their hearth and home the children of c^^y\Jbrco country claim 

to do ' r ^ ^ V ^ * 

A Rood deal or confn<=Ttm pmmh (OKlay about the etkicnl doclrine of a 

There is no doubt A/nma is one of ibc cardial urtues taught by Indian (liinlfra 
llLllSbKw^ throughout the ages J'Dbnrma” -consiEts m Abimsa, t^roclaims 

AhimBa lakPlnno * ’ "* * ^ 

111 dharmav ido v iduh ^ 

' Ahlmpa confers innnortahly,” dechres the Code ofsinnu. T3ic doclnnr of 
Abimsn is n ncicss^arv corolhri to the l]iRdu.b4icGt!iat the fupreem smnt 
V'll'/lfo tbat-cvers thing la elrnii" on the Blessed 



am TjlnllBlirmmM; ^11 cirvunstancc^ - ‘iud Rn Xu n^'t^ l.iT'r 

riLblcbus men aii%l r.tmicn, Hitluding cion Ni^hadas and Vavaras 4n-c ” 

I'uiutUdlic arrogant c\il doer who jusiiUcd nomaubood and nolatcd the enucUU 
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f tlie peaceful liermitafi^e ? Were not ‘Tanchajanyasya nirghoslio Gandivasya clia 
isvanah” meant to strike terror into tile hearts of those whose pride and conceit 
oiild jiot allow them to do justice and repair wrongs ? Did not Sree Ghaitanja 
oar like Narasimha to restrain the bigot and the oppressor ? Did not the great 
LSoka'*himself lay as much stress on "IParakrama (powers) as on Ahimsa and de- 
hro'in one oi his Eock Edicts that there was a limit to his forbeaiance ? “Should 
ny one do "him wrong, that must be borne with by His Sacred Majesty so far as 
i can TOssibly be borne with” Even Budhist theologians prescribed condign 
inushment for treachery and mischief-making, typified by the career of Devadatta 
LSaders of the Ghachnama need not be told what pusillanimity masquerading as 
sUgious quietism may do to endanger the life and liberty of a people and destroy 
^£?-motMe 

' If I have understood the history of my country aright, a pacifism that refuses 
j ^fake up arms against injustice and makes one a passive spectator of oppression 
nd aggression, does not represent the real teaching of India Let ns not forget 
lat valour was greatly esteemed by the sages and free rulers of India in olden 
imes When valour languished, the entire polity weakened When the sword and 
le book of knowledge kept together justice, equity and liberty ruled the ajOTairs 
E^*the State We want to see the reappearance of the ancient spirit of valour 
impered with a spiritual wisdom consistent with our genius and present needs, 
Inch alone can recover civilization out of the chaotic condition of **he modern 
se. 

We" live in an age when the need of Parakrama, ceaseless exertion, courage 
nd valour, in all spheres of activity affecting the public weal, is more imperatne 
iian ever" The menace of invasion from without is within the bounds of possibility, 
hsriiptive "forces are at work" within the coimtry itself, A nation can only save 
■self by own energy Bat energy and stiength hardly came to a people that 
oes not enloy the blesBrngs of unity and freedom Unity need not imply uniform- 
:y in every lespect. In a country like India, with its huge extent, teeming 
opulation and diverse culture, a dull uniformity is not to be encouraged. India 
3 traditionally u laud of village republics, and local autonomy has had many 
oble champions whose patriotism and public spirit are beyona question But 
ccentuatiou of differences cannot make for strength A dividend India was always 

to "the foreign invader from the days of Alexander and Mahmud of Ghazni to 
of^ Vasco da Gama, Dupleix and Olive. TTiere is much disharmony and 
i^inity m India today Communal differences have taken such an acute turn that 
ifntastic claims for the vivisection of our Motherland are widely asserted, backed 
y racit encouragement of the powers that rule the destinies of India today 

Political and social justice requires, not the disintegration of a country and 
[estrnction or humiliation of a class wludi shows initiative, intelligence and drive, 
rat equality of opportunity for all, genuine freedom for self-fulfilment, m which 
11 men irrespective of caste or creed may share Slavery withered in the 
atmosphere of England when Catholic and Protestant, An^lo-Saxon and Jew*- 
Northumbrian and Kentishman obtained equal citizenship Can freedom floiiri^ 
There religious and racial groups are encouraged to clamour for separate existence 
IS segregated communities, and majonties are set up by Statute unalterable by an 
ippeal to the general body of citizens ? We have to sweep away the cobwebs of 
nistrusl; and the miasma of harted if India is to fulfil her destiny and play her 
lart worthily in the Commonwealth of Fiee Nations 

' ^ We are passing through momentous turves and, situated as we axe, vre know 
lot what the future has in store for us These aie obvious limitations within 
vhich the Universities of p country-such as ours have to function At this- critical 
Deriod in the history of India it is our duty, first and foremost, to give that 
xaining to our youths which will fit them to.uphold, with dignity and courage, 
vith faith and fervour, the flag of Indian Jibfixty Let the Universities hold aloft 
he torch of learning find make their students devoted to those subjects of study 
syhich will make them useful citizen^ and amply widen their horizon, Let jour 
students become physically strong and morally unbreakable, never forgetting the 
eternal teachings of our great masters that, even when the body of man is 
hained, his soul may still remain free and uuconquered Let Benares bring 
together twenty-eight crores of Hindus, not for the purpose of oppressing ihe weak 
and the depressed, but for uniting the Indian jieople and laying the foundations 
□f the sptet of that true democracy which signifies a Government of the people, for 
the people, by the people Political subjection has not yet completely destroyed the 
soul of India,, but the perennial truths of Indian religion and philosophy have to 
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of fear and EupcrRlition Tfhuh doinimtc the popnlnr 


be Bivcd froTn tlic clutches vi. 

mind, tvnd the hearts ot all, the rich and the roor nlikc» ha\c to bo blendal 
to;^cthor bo tint love for truth, riKhlcouRncss, 3usticc nnd cquuht) Umt cointitutc 
India’s p;Tcat hentnge may once again reign siipxmc ^ 

loday nations intoi^icntcd nilh power claim to ]UBtify Uitir intcrnation il 
endear ours and actions, Bpccnlly in relation to tlicir conduct lOwaTU^ v?t ihcr 
countries which they dcsiic to dominate, on scU-dcccptnc grounds of either Oou- 
gifted iruBtccship or of elevation to a higher lc\cl of thought mid nchiciemc^it - TM 
ns declare without fear nnd hesitation that to iis juslitc nnd libortv ns i^rofaundcd 
by them arc mcaninglces if the} do not include their willingne^^s to do 3UFI100 
and honour the liberty of other incu and oilier nations It is not ro much whm 
our students learn, not bo much whatllicj know, ns wlmt thc\ arc, whuh i*ht)n ^ 
concern us Do they lore liberty, lore it bo much that Ihc^ will fight for U. 
for it and will nccoid it toothers as well as claim it foi Ihcnischcs? Da Ihcy 
their country, and not merely say they lore it , do the:, lore hborlr and )nslicr » 
With a ferrour that transcends their desire for ease and wealth nnd-' pO‘^ition i 
iiB remember that nations h\c or die according to the Character of the people 
Wealth, arms, munitions, dibciplincd armies and naMcs ^re of splendid scnicCy i>nt > ^ 
the character of the people, the tharnclcr into which the joulh 10 grownlg^ (Icier- 
mines the hfo or death of the nation An Iridinn pohtiuan of rqJlitc^ in an<?\vcr to'* 
the question as to what would happen if Dnglnnd lost the war, ob^^dnet! ihc oihrr 
day that God who has bo lone protected India would then lm\c tq piotcct both 
Lngland and India But wo do not wish to treat the Almighty merdy ns a ^upcful 
ralladuim, Ucaren helps only tlio^^c who help thcniHchcs Ihslory afior(!r3 m 
cxam]>IcB of great peoples who fell but rose again out of iv ehcer determination to 
win back theu lost freedom, without which they thouuht life was not worlji luing 
‘’Liberty,” sajs Manu, the great Law-giver of our^ race, “is Impjuntes and 
dependence is misery ” Ban am paraiasam duhkham, Banamntinnin«am Bukhani 
Do wo Blmrc the same feelings aiith equal intensity and dciolion ? I\ith nui 
ancient heritage, with the spirit of India BtiU ennobling the mimi of man, w}lh 
vast rcBourccs of man power and bmicd wealth, let n Bupreme rflort he nindo by 
all classes of our people to orgaiiiec llicm^^chcs cflcclucly for the liberation of our 
country, and in tins task of mighty rcconBtrucliou let the Umndd youth of India 
heroically play a consnicuous part, not by mere surrender to cmoiions but tempfred 
by a keen bcufc of practical wi^^dom audjw thorough and cilicicnt prcpvalior 
physical, moral and intellectual ^ 

Let iiB pledge oiirFclvcs, body nnd bouI, to the prcpcrvation of the «ol)lr‘^[ 
ideals of our race and culture and a lifelong dciolion to the caiiFc of that 
enlightened liberty which a great Bccr has worshipped in words wortliy to 
be written in gold, that will remain cngraicd m the heart of mankind foi all ages 
to come ^ ^ ' 

“O Liberty, thou art Uio god of my idolatry! Ohon art the onfy\Ichv that 
Iiatcst bended knees In thy vast and nnwnlled temple, beneath tlio rooncso doinc 
stnr gemmed and luminous with sunB, thy worBluppcre stand creel 1 lluy do not 
cringe, or crawl, or bend their forchcailB to the earth !}hc clirat has ncicr fiornc 
fmprc*^s of their lips Upon thy altars mothers do not pacnfice their h^hca nor 
men their rights Thou askest naught from man except the things that good men 
hale— the whip, tho chain, the dungeon key ’Jhou Imst no pOTKff, no rrirFl<= who 
etaiul between their fcllow-mcn and thee ahou carc*?t not /oefooh'^h forms or 
Fclhsh prayers At Uiy sacred shTjpe hypoermy does not bow. urtuc doca W 
tremide, supcrpilion b feeble Inpcrs do not burn, but jReason holds aloft her inU 
ihiguibhablc torch whoso holy light will one day flood the world.” ^ 


The Nagpur University Convocation 

. sir tlenry Twjnam’B Ailflrcsa 

The lollop, mg is the tc'it of tlio spcoclx dducred h\ His IXrdlcncv S-r , 

rjfi/imm, tir, JC" ChniiccTIor, Nngi'ur DnnerHU nt ^fj,n K ' 

Uimtrsilj^Coinoention hdd on Ihc "ih Decmlicr 1040 — ' ' J Nig]ur 

AfUrV IK-riml of nisrly mne iPsrs Ihc Chancellor hsB been esited n 
address yon I did nol Umt the prixUrgc ol rddn-sinp you iJoSd fall \o 
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While I vf^lue the piivilege of nddiessing you bo soon nfter I have assumed 
the governorship of this Province, I feel that I am a very incompetent substitute 
for the wellknown speakers, politicians and administratois who have been chosen 
to speak on previous occasions 

IS customary, I belie\e, on these occasions to refer Iiriefly in the annual 
address to th^ outstanding features of the yeai which concern the Univeisity Let 
: - Tuc^ thefefdre at the outset refer to the loss which the University has sustained 
thiough^ the death of one of its most distinguished members on whom the Honorary 
^ 3^£l5rq«pf Doctor of Literature was conferred on the occasion of the last Convoca- 
allude to Dr^ K G Tamhau, M A, Doctor of Liteiaturc, whose 
d^fee took place on the'5'th of August last Dr lamhan bad i cached the ripe 
ag^ol 80 when he died He was a distinguished teacher of Sanskrit, one of the 
earliest pioneers of higher education in the Province and head of the Moms 
-College m its early years 

r > Let me exjness on your belialf to Mr Kcdai, onr gratitude for his successEiil 
and vigorous administration of the University during the last three years His 
term of office" will be commemorated for many years to edrae by the completion of 
the construction of the College of Law and by the beginning of the Laxmiuarayan 
"’I-n^itute of Technology Mr Kedar has always had at heart the expansion of 
military tiaining m the University, a subject in which 1 also takd the keenest ^ 
^‘^intercst 'The University Tiaiiiing Corps has grown considerably during the last - 
^ year and I am glad to think-that this development has come about during Mr - 
‘'v^tedar’s tenure of office I have heard with interest of the success of the University 
neanis nn the Small Bore League Competition and also of the wining of the^ 

^ IndiviQiial Best Shot Competition by Corporal Sahane of Morris College We 
lhank Mi Ked^tx for his^^ efforts^ on behalf of the University and for the ability -- 
. \ntli wbi^ he has conducted its affairs 

5 - ' Punng the course of the year the University College pf Law and the Post- 

GiaduatoTiostel for Students have come into use as also the excellent placing 
fields on the Amiapti road where the University Sports Tournament, which I hope 
ta attend, will bejheld next- Saturday 

I am vei^^ l?lad to hear^that a Degree in Commerce has now been instituted 
I feeb that the&^is bound to be increasing scope for the employment of men with 
Degrees in Gomfflferce'" The formidable competition which now obtains in the legal 
apd medital professions makes it -desirable that an incicasing ^number of young 
^iien*-^ould make themselves 'eligible for employment in the higher lanks 
<^oruluerce and Industry by securing Commerce Degrees 

We welcome the conferment of Honorary Degrees of Doctorates of Law on ;* 
the Hon’Dle Sir Maneckp Dadabhoy iuid Sir Moiopant Josln Both oL these 
genflAraen are distinguished sons of this Province^ either by adoption oi by birth, 
and ba\e well earned 'the recognition Iwhick the tJuiveisity has conferred upon 
" ^ them todayi ' ^ V- 

^ Since I xeceryed the Vice-Chancellor’s Invitation to address you/I have been 
thinking hard what I can say to you which may be of some help to those of yott 
who are about to embark upon your careers in life It is many years ago snfee 
^as myselfv like you, a student at a Unnersity, but I ba\e been trying to bridge 
those years "and place myself back in the same position m which you are now 
with - the object of asking myself “is there anything that I can say to you young 
^ niep which may be helpful to you 

^ ^ Pondering^'^ilM '•-question I have been led to ask my Belf what thought or 

"^ple I have tn’;^elL£qixnd useful in my mature years ? And "the result of my 
-i^^Aation is that"* I naYe''cOme to the conclujaion that the iuost valuable thought foi 
ev^yday -.life— or at le§st the thought which I personally have found myself 
vai^ble— the author of Which was that great Kora an, the Emperor Marcus 
AufeTlus Those of you who are studjlng, or have studied history, will remembei 
that he was one jof^tlfe Emperors who ndSi Mn the first century A D , duiing a 
peiiod which &bboxi has desciibed^as the happest period in the history of man- 
kind It was :ff!p^lod free fidm great wars and for three *oi foui generations the 
vast Eoman Empire enjoyed a peace dunng which man could enjoy the fimts of 
his labc^u while thfr distant clash of arms on the frontiers was scarcely heard by 
the Ordinary citizen v 

JThe saying of the^mperor Marcus Aurelius to which I refer is as follow — 

" “Hie Umverge is change. Our lives are what our thoughts make them ’ , 

'^Th^^^lruth oD^lhis thought is perhaps not so apparent in, the h'lppy days of 
•;^QiUh , as you glow older you will realise that ft is not so much external 
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ciretimsHticc? which fa'shion Uic life of Uio jnilmdin! n*? Ihr tho.ijit-, \\!« lA' 
liiinpclf ibmJvS If joiir thonshl') nrc Rood nnd cheerful m « ill jotir lm> lx 
irrcbpt(ti\o of the matcrnl cotKlition*? in tlu> nrc m«scu li }onr 

mebul 01 luj^obnouh, jour lues luU be bnvi or s'\a ho\\c%cr ton t joi 

c\tcnnl circumstonccs niaj be In short, cn\U^ »to n nimu w\ 

nn smile not oa}> nt idvcrhil} hnl at nil the peU\ jrnUutH \sludi ire nm uiCMt \bp 
com pan ions of dnil> c'^iRtcncc When >on foul ihthtuUiCb in \oar f-tnoie*! \ hen 
thini^a do not lost ns )OU ^so\i\d like them to nnd, C'^po idh wixcn \^jn hi 1 
o\eroorkcd, theic is no better remedy tint I Kao\. of Una lo ropuU to y4mf^!r 
the \^ordb of Martin Anrehub— , ^ « ""k, 

“Onr h\C 0 nrc ’ivint oar Ihomuls them 
It has been smd Ij> n sn^c of nattfputj tint man n tlic lU hdt I of 

}h 8 onn fortancb” but >rc are not catirtl> nmslors of oat external i irnhnstnnK 
We can, houosci, ha\c comjflcfc control of oar and if Martas Aiuthas 

i« ncdit— fls I bcltcic he is— ae can thns mike our rtd bus oar ina/inl hvi^, as 
nc \voald hi\c them lo bo Todi^ ib n ^^c\t dis in tlai lues of w an of xoa 
\ou In^c aclncicd autccbs ui Uic madcmit htld and joa arc noiv qadibcl for 
carcerb m life 1 aisli joa nil natress nnd olJtr joa as n guide to happuic-s and 
fiucccEB the Bijing of Marciib Aurelius 


The Lucknow University Convocation 

Kannnr Sir Mihnraj ShigUs Address 


The folloiring ih Ihc text of thaaddress dclucrcd nt the Nineteenth Annual 
Cojuoi alion of the Uj)i\crsil> of Lucknow, held on the t^Ui Pcccmbcr, ia|o, b\ 
Aimiia? Sti Maharni Sirtqh^ mA, crt:, Hir-at-Lnir, M A — ' 

Ml Vitt Chancellor, Staff and Btudcnls of the Lucknow* UuiverpUa 
and Gcatltmca — I eland before aou in uaiisual circumst antes As \on ire, 

Mr Girpi Slnukar I>\ 3 pai xv^B to ha\c dcIucrcdCthe Corn oration addrtt 
Hm speeth would haic heerr in c^cr^ wa\ appioprlalc, as lomiag from a f 
hjf,h in lellrctual talibrc with a wide experience of ediuatfon in India md 
jiroblcms It is not wUhoat hesitation that. I haic accepted the prc‘'«inc; nuiiuioa 
of >oar Vice ^ ^ TTn m na old and lalucd friend with long and hononrablo 

ftpsociatioas i > V, , to whose wishes I felt *!>oand to acitxle 'ibo»j:h 

1 anprctiUc the honour done to me Unced har<U\ eav that } am quite anprepartd 
to tielucr the Ubiml Upc of Coiuocltidii nddrc'^s which, I iuulci>land, shoahi be 
length^, learned, profound, even abstruse nnd, ns a ncccpsarv 'coroll ir\, devoid of 
luimoai I I can not env that mine fa] fils these condition^ Iscce-^itv, ever ‘•tern, 
UiQU^h not ahvaxa the mother of invention, rules that on tins olca'^ion nt Ici^t 
com cation nuiafc go It is ircll perhaps that it sliouW, for wo arc hung m ^ 
rapuU> clianging world where much to which we have bcc;n mcusloibcJ n 
disappearing nnd wiU disappear 

One qunhbcalion, demed to thoic who have addressed jtyn the pas% can 
I think, he claimed b> me, Ihnt is, nnd personal rdatiouB of * loah starniM^ 

with our Unhcrbitv and the circnmstaneca which kl to its c<4aWi-hmcn’ / 
have jubt heard, there nrc manj AIcdaTs Mid a Sv.hoIar^Iup dona(t<I bv nn 
Ihe grounds on which the Unucreitv stands were fundtar to me as n fauH Li* 
when I lived with mj parents in n lion^c wot far which at thatr timtTv'^h th^Oul'* 
one cutting in the spacious park known ns the Buhhah Itaji Of llio-c d^v , one 
binldinr nlonc rcmaiim the Baradarl. n landmark to remind of the pa‘^t i 
recall with pride nn fnnnh connection with the then Canning Coltec, whkli latci 
was transformed under Bir llarconrt Bailer, thegrevtest of the L*enfv^iant (toxc-^nors 
of the United rrounccb, intothc present imitarv, teaching and rc^nhatnl Unner^iv 
of Lmknow I bad nlso the pnulcgc, when Becretarx to the United tro ma'-j 
Government^ of Iiehmii: to prepare -nnd to pilot ''thro ^li (ho tJica Pro mnal 
Je,^(fclntnc Conncil the Liicknow Umvcr^U^ Act of I\Wq did I ilnnfc that 
20 hicr emp o! m\ sons would be a student of thh Unrrcrsity^ I ir^v nc 

pcnmlted to mak^a fnrOior clmm vtIucIi max njipe'tl to thozo amon^ t 5 fclav who 
nrc vduDg It js that from time to time I Imic taken an actirc pan in ihc 
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of UnneiBity and of Caaniop; College which preceded it I played my first 
cdmes of ciioket,- football, hookey and tennis on the Canning College grounds raoie 
than 35 yeais agO. while the last game that I enjoyed m the Lucknow University 
wHs Jess than two months ago, when I plaj^ed in a crioket match against your 
team and was enabled, whether thiough the kindly indulgence of your bowlers or 
wiser to remain at the ivickets for one hoiu and to make the not wholly 
^ disiepntablc score of eight runs I ventiue, therefore, to speak as one of you 

I^do not propose on this occasion to refer to the two burning topics of the 
*dfiyr* i^amely, the War ui Europe and Africa and the political situation in this 
^ountr^’, Yon are old eupugh and have sufficient intelligence to form your own 
opiiHphS, provisionally at least, on both these subjects. None of us here, perhaps 
no one in the world, has been able to forecast with any degree of accuracy the 
course Of the present War Nor can any one say with confidence what the future 
has in store 1 belieie, however, that I loice the opinion of a great majonty of the 
’"people of this, country in saying that we have no sympathy with Nazism 
or its ideals -or ^e^ aggression and cruelty which seem to be its lusepaiable 
accomiMimments 

^ ^ As regards the political situation in India, it is a platitude to say that we 
llvir** m aniiouh tunes I know that you have been stirred by recent events, I 
•appreciate your feelings and sympathise with your hopes I bog of you, however, 
ih the wotds of the Piemier of the United Proiinces uttered in this place two 
•v years ago to maintain a ^^balanced mind” and an ‘^independent* judgment” and to 
let yourselves ^ be guided by reason, a faculty of special service in times of stress^ 
and diihculty " Of one thing you may rest assured, that is, that Indians urespectue 
^ of then political creea and an increasing number of British sympathisers desire 
that India should attain to her full political manhood in the very near future 
Indeed I am optimistic enough to beliei e that most of us present here will live to 
see that day What the future form and methods of Government will be I cannot 
anticipate but it is highly probable that m a self-governing India as elsewhere they 
will he more so^alistic m conception and have a greater regard for the poor and 
the needy ^ 

Our University has completed almost twenty years of active life I well 
leiv- her the Cliticisms and the fears openly expressed prior to its creation but I 
*^hat m general they ha\e not been justified The fact that the Lucknow 
never been amended shows that it has served its purpose well 
' of students has increased beyond expectation and patt passu the 

^:i^i{aid and volume of original work It is not an excessive clainl to m^kc on 
behalf of your alvia maiej that she has made her influence felt throughout these 
provinces But we have to look ahead Ihe future of education in the United 
Pi ounces in the cruoiblo. Important changes are inevitable Primary education 
miust receive an incTeasing impetus. So, I hope, will the education of girls, one of 
Nthe ciying'needs of India High Schools and Inteimediate Colleges may no longer 
exist as we know them and English will probably cease to be a medium of 
instiuctiou up to the Univeisity stage Our Universities cannot remain unaffected 
whatever changes are made, I hope that the ideal of a unitary teaching and 
'^xebidential Unuersity will not be discarded For, whatever its defects, has 
resulted in the cfeatioif of an academic atmosphere, concentration of educational 
effort, greater efficiency in teaching and a fuller life for the students 

I now commend thiee siTggestions for your consideration in the hope that you 
wjlVtiot^think them impracticable The fiist is that each of you should take 
air^ interest m some subject outside your daily task both now and m the days to 
^corne In colloquiil language I niMte you fo cultivate Hobbies How much m 
Natiue IS there open to the humblest of us to interest, to amuse and to enjoy 1 
hho University ''giounds con tarn ^ within them a variety of birds and plants. So do 
the rural areas ever close ut hand in- India And yet how many, old or young, 
to whom I am speaking to-day, take auv^lnterest m these matters ? Then, theie 
18 Photogiaphy^ wUlrits eiex dcvdopiug technique Gardening has its special 
attractions ffherels the useful art of Carpentry Painting, for which India was 
once famous, should " appeal to some, while above are the stairy heavens open to 
all and sufficient in *themsclveB to enthral you Believe me, my friends, you wrill 
never regret ru later life the cultivation of hobbies On the contrary, they will bo 
a perennial source of pleasure and relaxation 

Secondly, I wish to plead ior Research, and specially for those ^branches which 
yidd practical results* It was because he felt that India lagged behind the West 
m this respect that my father founded the one and only privately endowed 
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Research SclioHrsliip here flnd nssifjncd it for I^Icdicil rc^cnrch in itonncdion \\ith 
King Gcorj^c’s Medical College, winch is an integral part of the Uni\crsil% 
ifl It, he was sometimes tempted to say that in spite of an iiurcafiing number of 
Medical Colleges and schools India lias not jet produced a Pasteur ? Vihy ^laa 
It left to Ronald Ross to connect Milana with the Anopheles mo^^qitito, lo 
to discover the Cholera vihno ? But we must not despair There are svill \as{^ •’ 
fields open to genuine Medical research workers in this country The cliologj of 
diabetes, a disease prevalent throughout India, remains uudi«covcri.d Ihe % 

tion and cure of cancer arc still bejond ns PraclicM means for emanating 
malaria, the scourge of India, within ro^^ponsiblc cost hare not yet been L md* 
Industrial Ghcmistrj has enormous possibilities, while in a countrj such ns India 
there arc no limits to agnculturnl research Ihc arorld docs not stand still 
Ilnmanitj is ever expectant of the further boons which come from the patient 
worker in the Research Laboratorj after perhaps jears of Bccmiuglj useless toil^ 
Some of jou will remember the lines from Ingorc— 

‘‘Whore the mind is without fear and the head is held 
Where knowledge is free” 

These words fith applj to Research winch must over be indc pen den t hold 
and critical I appeal to jou and through joii lo the more well to do titiccns of 
these piovinccs 10 endow our Universities with the noccssarj fuudsT lo enable them ^ 
to distliarge one of their most beneficent duties j 

' Ihirdh, I imploic jou to shun that c\ccss of religious or political real wluch^ 
goes b> the name of Communalism liicrc is too mucli of it in India at the present' 
tune, .and, whatever be the reasons, I saj with regret after a long cxpcnentc th\t 
it lias increnstd rather than diminished You in the Unnersitv are, I hope and 
believe, more immune from thib tanker than many oulbidc Whether liindtis 
Muslims 01 Chnstiins, jou come in close contact with each other botluin vour 
work and in sport, and aou have come to know that nobililj of character and nigh 
btandnrds of conduct are not confined to the adherents of nnj one creed or sext 
mid further, that a triilj religious spirit is incompatible with ’Intolerance. 'Inc 
onlBidc world, the semi-cducatcd and the ilhtcrntc arc not bappilj eituntcd 
Hence there arc communal riots whether between Hindus and Muslims or Sunnis 
and Shins, from winch c\cn our histone citj of Lnehnow^bas not been immune 
Communahsm is an insidious disease which leads to a frame of mind in which 
independent thinking disajipcars Lxpencnce, for lUBlancc, shows that few venture 
to give evidence in a Court of Justice against their own conimunitj, however much > 
its members have been gniltj in a particular ease Qiie dictate's of conscience aio 
Bupprcsbcd in spite of Shakcfapeare’s wise counsel “to count life n staiT upon the 
xwaj and follow conscience come what maj ” I am convinced that the mam obstacle 
to political advance in this ^ouiilrj is communal ill-fecltng The solution is not 
casj But I suggest that it is onh having intimate fnendb among the followers .. 
qf another creed, bj appreciating their point of view, and aboiC all b\ n spirit of/ 
comproTUi*Jc on which Burke has said — * all Government, indeed cv erj human" 
benefit and cnjovnient, cverv virtue and every prudent act is founded” that Com- 
inunaliBm can be successfully attacked Shonla you for this purpose need 
tion t invite yon to studv, ns I did la«t cold weather, tho^ \vriting of the inystK^J^ 
Hindu, Christian and Muslim, and learn from them the eternal truth of the 
fnndamcnlal unity of man transcending all diversity. A short tine a^o I had the 
privilege of entertaining Mahatma Gandhi in lay hon«c in binda I also had j.tbc 
pleasure of a long talk with I\Ir Jinhab I am not able to disclose mv tonreNa* 
tioub with these two eminent persons. AH that I can sav^i*} that ija all humil tv 
I begged them both to see each other and to discn^s wins and mca^is for rnding 
the present tension, for, is they both felt, il is..Pot by ej^ches and'' wnl*r^6 thv 
tins burning problem can be solved but ^y meeting each other end by a ^^infcrc 
desire to arrive at au agreement Men and women of our generation "have fail d 
to fcoUc this question May you succeed where vre have failed I 

A verv pleasant dutv remains It js to congratulate vrith all nv heart the 
many recipients of pn-^cs You have won thcirC by hat d avork and %v that 
confidence which has been described ab the first secret of euccccs, Hhroi'-hvoa 
I congratulate vour parent^ who in manfea^cs have coiinbntcd to tlic fUiccss 
of their children bv a seU-dcnial which can never be adcqnatclv repaid I should 
like, almo'^l in defiance of convention, to pav n ‘tribute to ^our able and 
Unncrsitv stall who open to you the gat/'s of knowledge and bv their guidance ard 
example can jn^th claim a share in your achievement Sv>cal mg for tnvselJ I 
feel to this'day n debt of gratitude to those teachers in the Umvcrtily of OiicrcL 
03 



474 , THE CONVOCATION ADDRESSES [ Aligaeh- 

among them men o£ great name and high example, whom to know was to revere 
and pnder whom to learn was a privilege And to all students of the University, 
V. whether winners of prizes or not, m extending my best wishes for their future f 
would: say, “Acquire knowledge with eagerness now and in the da>s io come Do 
pot*^neglecfc^ opportunities which can never return At the same time remember 
^ &at the great end of life is mot bo much knowledge as action ” “To live,” it has 
^ ^cSn_ well said, “is to meet life eagerly and unafraid, to refuse none of its chal- 
X ^ 5 -Iengcsf to evade none of its responsibilities, to go forth dailv iMth a gay and 
C* adierinidus heart, to encounter its risks, to overcome its difficulties, and to seize 
its Opporitumties” 

May all good attend you now and always and may the zest of endeavour and 
the ]oy of achievement be yours in full measure throughout the years that lie 
ahead I 
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Muslim University Convocation 

^ -A Sfc •/ 

, 1 ?* « ' sir Sultan Alimed b Address 

X 

The following is the text of the Convocation Address delivered by Sir 
^ 'S Sultan Ahm^d^ D L , KT, at the Aligarh Muslim University Convocation held on 
\jiie 21st December; 1U4U . — 

'^‘hm ' conseious of the great honour you have done me in asking me for the 
-f-r Becoim time to address the Oonrocation of your University which has a distinguish- 
X£d place in the mind of eveiybody interested m education, for the MAO College, 
from -wjiich yotir'" University is sprung, had a cultural tradition, a spiritual 
homogeneity and:/Au educational ideal which were its proud marks of distinction 
vhen mbst other* educational centres in India were satisfied with merely imparting 
a deal oT infomation to their students That tradition has, I am glad to observe, 
.^^y^rsisted in the Muslim' University Education, if it is woith anything, means 
-'^^Bomethiifg more than working for and'passing a string of examinations And if 
the -students of this University have realised that, as I hope they have, they have 
travelled a long way on the path of that Belf-culture the other name of which is 
education > ^ 

In a country where there is economic stnngency, where heterogeneous and 
iJonfliCting forces are at work in^ raouldihg its destiny, and where the cultural 
pattern is made of a criss-cross of differenrtrfiditions it is very easy to lose Bight 
^ of the primary significance of education and of the final effect it has ( if it is true 
education) upon the spiritual moral and social values of the individual ^ - 

In such a couutry, economic concepts, and economic necessities unfortunately 
* ^colour the very theoi^ of education , and to the student, the hard and thorny path 
th^ runs via the school and the University with its hurdles of the sever^Jy^testmg 
examinations ^aiid its vigorous competitions, becomes a sort of arduoii^nfid, that 
leads ultimately to the promised land of a comfortable ]ob of work So, for all 
intents and purposes, to nfinds conditioned -and matured in this economic 
' atmosphere, education becomes synonymous m its aims with a training which will 
bring '^^o all earnest seekers the Holj Grail of a Government job If they fail in 
attaining the q ^est, tbc-whole period of prepatation and training, everything learnt 
ith pie isiiie bi under the shadoj^of the rod, is considered by them a dead and 
" \iseless 'waste of fipinj^^time, money "and^euergy^ Education becomes a \am and 
^lutile tragedy of frustration 

^ ^ In India where some of these conditions obtain, certain special circumstances, 
in addition,^ provide a definitely artificial and truncated background for modern 
education Tfie famous draft of Macaulay's^ was intended to create a body of jesponsible 
Government servants; who would understand and sympathise with the ideals and 
aims of th 0 ^jBntish"^overnment It was 'Unfairly comprehensive programme of 
what was iifaeial education those days, -"but it was tlie immediate product of local 
necessities It is not.my intention to discuss the iisefulJiesB or ntherwise of the 
educational theories that inspired that programme, or of the practical slia^p it took 
- ^ in the formation of the schools and colleges fin India What I want to emphasise 
IS that its genesis lies in a special Bor*fc of demand and the desire to make the 


/ 


THE iroSLlM UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION 


475 


—21 DEO MO ] 

nccc'?sary provisions to B'ttisfy this dciuantl And ever since nn nncnvnbTc of 
the merely ntilil^rinn hns clunp; to it, inspitc of the fact tint the major portion of 
iho tJniicrsit> curricula in Indn is based upon liberal ideals of cducVion. 
cmphaaisinjt the cultural element in it ^ 

Gradintcs of the Muslim University, you ^ill be Eolnp; forth x>ji ^rcat 
ndventure tint comes the pray of nil young men, hitherto protected from romc 
icahtics wlien they, ns the term goes, ‘enter life’ It is Fomcthing verj real rsomc^ 
thing fraught with tremendous consequences for you Some of you piU sut^erd I'l ^ 
your objcclnc, whatever it is, at the first go, some will succeed after one 
some after more And I, with perhaps more experience mrd fewer illimcq;:-^ than 
you, unfortunately know that the battle of life goes counter against many men, 
young and old You ha\c my best wishes and praters for vour buccc‘=«, and my 
BympathicB if life treats you harshly But if things seem to go against \ou let me 
ask you not to listen to that counsel of despair that whispers in your cars that you 
ha\o wasted vour vears at the University, that your education Jbas failed in it» 
purpose, for your education aimed higher than that 

Let me concisely review your Iifo at the Unncrsity, tnkifig it for cranked 
that you made the maximum use of your opportunilics "When you "took iidrui^'Sioa 
into the Unuersity you made a tacit moral contract to abide by its rcgulntn? 
to submit to Its discipline, to help and promote the spirit it stood for, and to 
make a real effort to learn what it taught you The inslitution in its turn uiulcr^^^ 
took to educate your mind, your morals and your sensibihlics It lie's cr pretended-* 
that It would give you specialised training to run nn executive department or a 
Police Porcc nor did it pretend to admit you into the secrets of "'manuf ictnnug 
Boa}:)5 or cigarcUes It really tned to train yoUr mind to cope -adcquatch wifa 
difTercnt Bituations arising in life It tried to make your mind adaptable am ' 
clastic by making you study various and perhaps unallicd subjects to 
complexity of interests in you, to give you a eeii'^c of proportion, to matcypir^ 
respond quickly to various appeals to \our emotion®, vour mind and your soul/ * 
It tried to cultivate vour seuBibilitics by revealing to you beauties nriifc,^ In 
and in literature If it did not do any ^ of these things ikTuiicd in its 
important function j ^ 

CmlisalioiV is the result of the thoughts^ and cfiorLs of ^ few intcliigc/ 
people^ in every age who help humanity w hu^c further ahead each time in the 
march of progress , and man is driven forward on the journey by a desire fSf 
self-fcaliBalion and fceU-fnlfilnicnt It is of creative process whereby 

rcoiganirca himpclf, brings into plnv hitherto unsuspected quahUes of the mind 
and the «Mifiihih tics, furnishes himself with a better pcrponalitv, ns it were , and 
j[KjrhapB unintentionally induces other people to imitate him IMucation in its 
real and comprchcnBivc sigmGcanccis the mo*=t ^ cfiectrvc * and vital inslniment of 
4hcsc sclLrealinng activities" ^Tbat- -is- why the type oI tducation rorrhavc been 
getting IS called liberal education, odiiCalion that liberates you from the rlmcklcs 
of the merely temporal, which Is the instrument of xofincnicnt, scnsitivcnes'?-*" 
spirituid and mental poi®c and a profound outlook on hfc*j-Tlic uncultured mind 
18 capable of perceiving only the immediate and Ruperu^ifal It slims o»er Urn ^ * 

BurfaCo of experiences and encounter®, understanding -only tlwr obvious ii 3 the’* 
thoughts and actions of other people The profoundcr mulook-on lifp^that cultural 
education connotes is really a form of understanding and Bvmpathv^^tin imaginative 
capacity to get into the mind.of^thc person whose views arc perhappr dificrcnt from 
yours, to perceive all facets of an cxpcncnce or idea, and ta 4vhluale^t n*- a 
synthesis of nil the facts imd elements that go in the making of Ur It A 

to understand and tolerate points of View that mav be cortwv to our *n 
the Bincentv of Uiose who dificr from us, to ba-'^ven and talanct . and no‘ 
aggressive in onr opinions to make beautiful gas’ arc®, love ideas and thln< a" 
arc beautiful and defend the truth wholchtarlcdly The <luukerB of the 
called the study of the literature^ 'of nnliquUv, the Hum-nitic® It is a -rrv 
rercalmK TTOrd nnd It EliouM !m^e, I tiink, nhvnv, c„,tlcd the aim'? of higher 

education It makes you feel that that tape of education means jdin-linc vourceu 
more harmoniously to the human laiid=enpc around you It cnltlratcrv;, i ' 
emolionnl life, and plvcs a niore -pi'-oporlionatc rieir of aour or» icclin'^R 
nlwnvs tend to csapKcratc our cmoUonal csiKncjiccsrour end, <jr hannincL 
and thus inlirrccllv our own pcrsonaliiics ^ ^ ^^ppmess, 

CuUural education is like chmhing a sleep lull. Tliehichcr rou chraii ft,o 
ynslcr the irrospccts that open before your ncs The horiron expands nrld 
tiling fits more and more beautifully Into nn evcr-cala-ging pattern The thum“ 
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tbat bad Idiained so big as to occupy your whole field of vision at the foot of the 
hill becoine comparatively unimportant and form part of a larger scheme of things 
at the-pe^ The fatigue of the climb is forgotten m the bracing nip of a clearer 
atmosphere, and you have an acuter perception of the miracle of familiar and 
common" things 

an" age of Science when stress is laid upon the importance of the practical 
there is-n tendency to minimise the importance of things that touch our emotional 
and^'^ntual life The cult of the machine dnves away the cult of beauty Our 
“age m unfortunately such an age, and at no other time, I believe, was there so 
much need to> emphasise the tvpe of education that goes beyond the practical and 
useful and shows us the vision^ of an inner and more important world 

Our first duty by ourselves, therefore, is to create within us that inner 
harmony, that refinement, intellectual alertness and awareness which the_ study of 
arts brings to us But being a very balanced, intellectually keen and cultured 
person is not sufficient in itself We are placed in a world of objective realities, 
in a world crpg^ed with other minds, other personalities There are contacts and 
impingements, leonfiicts and resistances, the need to overcome obstacles and the 
jiera *to fell itt line with other forces and minds Self-realization presupposes 
acfithr** as "Weir^aS thought , our personalities have to be operative as wdl as 
reflective And i^, is here that scientific education claims its importance Its 
immediate field of action has for the last few centimes been the understanding 
and^conquest of Nature the latter for the uses of humanity I do not propose 
1 througl^'^ the history of the discoveries and inventions m Science, of tiieir 
beneficial and harmful effects Both the good and the evils that have attended the 
march of Scientific progress have had remarkable repercussions upon our lives and 
mentalities , but they^re not everything Neither does material comfort bnng 
i^itisfactiou to" our souls, nor can the destructive effects of scientific 
inventions make us complete cynics or misanthropes There is always a vital spark 
-U^our being that is beyond the reach of these accidental things It must always 
.b^ememl^erra, that the 4eci3iug factor m the social and moral life of man, after 
alj allowances are inade, is Man himself It is his soul, his mind, that can make 
Science a weapon of destructlou or a Messenger of Mercy He can always 
choose between the gun and the ploughshare Perhaps it is true that the scientific 
a^e has made man cling too tenacrously to material values, thereby shapiOg^his 
"'mind, making him grasping and greedy But a time comes, and it has perhaps 
now come, when he has to pause and consider which path he is going to tread 
The old statement about gaming the whole world and losing our own soul, forces 
rtself upon his consciousness I believe, however, that there rs more good m 
humknity than evil, and the choice after a lot of hesitation and chopping and 
chr^iging IS practically ever the right ^one ^ - 

That scientific education may not be an unraised blessing would be evident 
^ to all.Jriit eifiially evident is the necessity of this type of education We are living 
in an age where it is essential, and unless we choose to slide back into obscurity 
there can be no question of neglecting it Ibere is a practical world as well as a 
vworld of transcendental or emotional values and the one is as real as the other 
II we' equip Ourselves ^ for the one there is no sense in neglecting the other The 
old GrSek ideaf of a proportionate and harmonious development of all our faculties 
hold 8 ~ for all times And if our hearts are in the right place, if we are guided by 
our love^of^humanity and a desire to ameliorate human suffering we would always 
make^cienfe ah'instrument of mercy 

There are '.^tactical and social considerations also which should urge us to 
promote scientific^ education m India In our, country there are vast unexplored 
resources ihtm can be made to benefit^man You have youth, ambition and energy, 
^ahd there is "a worlds of possibilities Trailing to>be explored by you It is obvious, 
ihoweveil that the*' ^Gkivernment. -of the country also has to play a very vital and 
important part m this connection " Every impetus must be given to enlarge, expand, 
and encourage industries and that as quickly as possible Their meagre activities 
in the past do not redound to their, , credit I only hope they have become wiser 
by experience and will put their full weight in favour of complete industrialisation 
in this country If only _ the Government had vision and liad started heavy 
industries after The last wary^ India alone would have won the present war India 
18 naturally Expecting great results from the Eastern Group Conference and the 
Eoger Mission and I hope that their deliberations will not only result in finding 
. ways and means 1o meet the immediate needs, of "the War, but will also show the 
Tray of establishing heavy and minor industries bo that India may be, as far as 
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the structure of moral and political thought that has been built up throuo^h cen- 
turies of^ceaseless effort ” 

% Graduates of the Muslim University, in the lives of men a moment arrives 
whennhey have to choose between material well-being and spiiitual health, between 
a dishonourable liie of comfort and an honouarble life of penury, toil and saciifices 
The.choice involves a mental stiuggle, there are temptations and there is the natural 
humah desue to follow the path of least resistance But there is only one choice 
pq^ij^e foi an honourable man Our material comforts are after all not such 
mighty important things as. the ideals we live by All young men the woild over 
are faced with such a choice to-day and do not forget, however far you may be 
from the theatre of the actual struggle, you too have to cast your lot one way or 
^tho other And the glorious tradition of demociacy and freedom, of thought and*^ 
action that has been ours, assures me what your choice is going to be We haio 
to smash something really very big and though optimism is essential in all fights, 
neither the risk nor the danger involved must be minimized And please remember 
that theie is'^tio loophole for half measures m this particular War Hitler’s 
erstwhile fnend^^Eauschning has made that clear ‘‘Hitler’s ultimate aim is the 
ma^impm of power and dominion He is not a peison with whom any sane 
Tiegotiate, he is a phenomenon which one slays or is slam hy\ I for 
on^^^ffentlemen, Um^not particularly m love with the notion of being slam, passive 
and *imresist!Dg,2^i 

Different peo]^l^$ attitude towards most things is different, even contradictory 
To ^ Bomeg as tol* Hitler, war is the very breath of life, the one means of assuring 
theib 4 ha&,they^ve^ To otheis it is bo great an evil that the only way of meeting 
it .18^ passive, indifference to it To them waging war under any circumstances is 
repu^ant and ^ul-seaiing To the ma]Oiity of sane healthy men, it is an evil of 
the,^rst magnitude, but it cannot be charmed away with incantations or vanish if 
yjjiT^lmply do not take any notice of it War must be banished from the world, 

done by putting against the war-mongers a more effective 
u'^fprce that has the sanction of morality and justice behind it, which is built 
.upon th^'most constructive ideals of men and women 
^ Waging war in a good cause, to destroy the forces of injustice, coercion and 
oppression is, therefore, the Auty of all right thinking people Andi-hougb the 
immediate visiOp that war conjures ^up before our mind’s eyes ns one of buffeting ^ 
and the waste of life, there is another side of the picture too War is-^u living 
effort, the 'jiaradoxical means whereby life asserts itself In the effort of war you 
do not^only live at an intenser pitch of feeling and being than at more normal 
timeS but you also offer your life-blood because you are convinced of the sanctity 
of life which must be protected at all costs, even at the cost of the lives of many 
mdividnals It is often for protecting itself that life makes us fight our battles 
When humanity is building up a less imperfect world than the one we live in 
after defeating^ the powers of darkness, a sefifee of peace, of having done 
something worth doing will come to you if you have done your sharo'Of the work '' 

It IS the greatest tragedy that in India men, lully convinced of the gieat 
harbaiism of Hitler and Mussolini and having poweV and influence to help Great 
Birtain rnhhervgiim and heroic stand for pxinciples dear to humanity shoiud be 
opposing to ciush Nazism and Hascism In any case their attitude seems to 
be most inconsistent, unwise aijd nuwoithy It is no good taking up the position 
involved in ^the old proverb ‘‘what does it matter to me whether the cow came or 
the donkey ” left” The difference between the present conditions in India and the 
iuture, if HitlerNind Mussolini succeed must be clearly appreciated It will be the 
diffeience, between living as a subject race as we are doing with a number of 
grievailcesT and beiu^^s]aVes, mere seilfB I will not say anything of the present 
iobditions huder you»^ and I ^live and 1 know them, but by contiast 

let me tell you what wfu be our"iX)sitijbR rf tlidse outlaws win Only one passage 
frhm Hitler’s well^ known ‘ Mem Kampf” will be sufficient Discussing the 
•publication of tbe p’eWs that u negro bad qualified as a lawyer be says “7“ « 

“It does not dawn 05 the mui^ bourgeois mind that the fact which is pub- 
lished for him is a sm against reasoUMtself, that it is an act of criminal insanity to 
tram a being who is only an anthropoid by birth until the pretence can be made 
that he has been turned lato a lawyer, 'while, on the other hand, millions who 
belong to the^most civilised inces have to remain in positions which are unworthy 
of their cultural leveT The bourgeois mind does not realise that it is a sin against 
the will of the Eternal Creator to^^allow hundreds of thousands of highly gifted 
people to remain floundering in the swamp of ^iioletarian misery while Hottentots 
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find Zulns nrc drilled to fill positions in the intcllcctiinl profe««ionR For here ttg 
fn^c the product only of n drilling teehmque just ns in tjie cn^rc of 
tlo" If lliD Birnc nroount of caro end effort were Applied nmonp; intcllij?ctit 
each incluKhml r\oultl become a thousand times more capable in such niatter« 

After tins slminelcss pronouncement of Hitler it should be impO'^MoIc for 
nn\ Indian ivitli 6 olf-rc‘^pcct nnd love for lus country to be simply nn onlookcx^vat 
the course of events in Europe The speed at which the conflagration is spreading 
towards the East leaves no room for doubt wbalsoevcr timn sooner (inn Interne 
will be directly called upon to surrender our hearth home, honour life and liberty 
to this, the greatest demon the world has ever seen Will you wait till his bhtzlucg 
in jndin ? I nin afraid, it will then be too late to resist it Thank God, whatever 
may be the view of a certain section of political India to da>, India ns a whole 
IB acting up to the advice given by ithe leaders of that very section— Malmtmn 
Gandhi and Pandit Nehru a year ago Their wise statements liavc often been 
nnoted and bear repetition The I^Inhatma paid '‘LIy personal syrapallues are with 
England and Francc-Iam not just now thinking of IndiaM delivmiuc It will 
come But what will it be worth, if England and France fall Panuit Nehru said 
the same thing in a diflcrent language 'Wo have repeatedly stated that we -atfe 
not to bargain We do not approach the problem with a view to taking advarrfage 
of Britain^ difficulties It is perfectly true that in a conflict between demQtracy 
and freedom on the one side and Fascism and aggression on the ether, our svm- 
pathies must inevitably ho on the side of democracy Why then net directly 
against these professions and go to jail ? I will say no more nboid.tlicnt i 

As regards the attitude of the Muslims of India, as such, it clenr'^fia'day 
light If Islam was ever in danger, it is to day The fat, swollen headed Mu'^so- 
iini assumed to himself the title of * Protector of Islam” not long ago Uis* fir*^t 
generous net in tins self styled role was to swallow the small Muslilfl Statj?*** of 
Albania without the slightest justification or provocation, when lung Zog audMn*; * 
consort with a habv in her arms had to flee for,“'fhfeir lives I His nevt net vTaSftHo^^ ' 
laud troops in Egypt, another Muslim State I Tlic thud oxert ijct of thm ‘Saviotji: 
of Iplam” was to throw bombs at Bahrain I His Xourth act winch was the* greatert <, 
lUBult offered to the Llushms was his attempt to set; up a Kaaba ioi us at IJarl 
in Abysainia I All that now remains to be done by lun\ with the help of lua 
master^ Hitler is to bomb Iledjaz, Iraq and Pi^lcstine and involve Turkey in the 
war and he will then have justihed his pretensions Fortunateh, the swiftness 
with which he is being mauled on land and sea, juatifiea us m hoping that this 
‘Protector of Islam’ will soon find hnnpclf lint on his back on the mat ^I^t me 
therefore finally say. without any hesitation or equivocation that wq I^^dnn 
Mussulmans shall Resist by all means in onr power this wanton violation of all 
laws of God nnd man by beasts rjr the garb of human beings 

The Biitisli Forces— Armv, Navy and Au— are all doing our work elsewhere 
and It IS our pndc nnd privilegeTlhat the blood of our men is being mingled with - 
theirs in the noblest cause of saving humanity^ from total destruction Tins service 
to mankind will not and can not be foigotten and I am convinced that India 
after the sacrifices that she is making will in no distant time get her full share of 
equality, freedom and justice within the British Commonwealth of Natioa".’ 

And please do not forget that at this momefitous hour lesser th^Ja -lliaf hare 
loomed so large recently on vonr mental horizon must assume their right pronor- 
linns in the scheme of your life They are comparatively trivial , and. if thm-e are 
diffcrcnccB bclttccn jou and others the tragedy that is hemp enacted In Europe 
Bhoiiid innLe you realise how dangerous nnd mischievous they can ^be, on rihal n 
phallow conception of hfc thci nrc built up, hovr completely they nrc founded imon 
itgh passionc, insignificant nmiruions nnd. a total IncWaTirman emotions We 
rciheo that since life is vrimt it is an^.mcn v '.af, thevJlr these 4 a'sions "md 
joalousip mil unfortunately bo tncre.'JBut today inTur countn ?mlm 6 
assumed a gigantic magnitude This deplorable stale of affairs must disanncnr 
complctclT if we want progress of nny sort m India .It was expected that in^^fhA 
face of the present danger these diffcxenccH wpuld be forpotten, nnd then iindnr 

to ^ Pf Dianenth Aftcr^I when^ n tmer 

roaming at large people do not quarrel nlxiut their jdmro in the sotnmnniTf w? 
supply for thoj rcahre that if thev do not unite and dcslrov tho'^3 fH 
would no longer be n question of food^suppli for them wl-eriyis « 
of the tiger Will have ficen solved !B^t tLaUs 4at 

iiionicnt here, nnd those who *’VTcrc expected to IntrfyJtjm n t ^ ^ ^ 

10 mo to b. .sstomms ®yo,JS%f?.foSSb”cS' 
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Situation frankly, a great deal has been made of cultural differences bet\reen Hindus 
and^ld^ims and the impossibility of a compromise between the two Now there 
18 no doUbt, as has been stated beforct that in India there are different cultural 
forces at ,vork not the least important among them being the modern European 
civilization. There is no doubt also, that due to the very great influence religion 
has been on the life of Muslims m India as elsewhere, their art, their poetiy, 
their way of life is very largely designed after Arabian and Persian patterns But 
tEi^^oes not mean that culturally the Muslim is a complete alien to Indian 
tiatutionSj thought and art, nor does a United National Evolution mean the 
disappearance'^Of^he tjro religious After all individuals are differently constituted, 
^^et they do <’G-'operatn Taird^ work harmoniously togetW Why should not 
communities with certain i^Hi^idct different religions do so ? Why can not 

individuals keep their infiraafe and private’ life disentangled from the public life, 
and ul dus and J\I;aslims keep their religion which after all is a 

man’s with his^'-God or gods separate from their civic and 

ii >aii the Hindu-Muslim problem from a commonsense 

o*'h sur^Ji^^k'ii^^^l^Iuble or all-pervading If we desire 
to find on o'\\\ (*', u \ ^^i^m^l^[tfltff)3iBignificant, between a Muslim and a 
3l»du and if the largeness of those differences can be the measure of our satisfac- 
tion^ loa]^^ most wonderful^ discoveries 1 As an illustiation just look to 

what'^r'^r ” — t<5 our common language Urdu has been the 

mother for centuries The very name and 

liisl^fe^^of^ itb giowtli sjxows language was the jesult of the contact of 

the idus'^almnus iii IndlV' vet unfortunately insidious attacks were 

made oi.Hhis Inugiiage tieating^it as the language of the Mussalraans of India and 
a -pt ^^^^anda ior an artificial Hitiiinstatu language winch was not the language 
bf India staled hm^Aheing given effect to**" What has been the 

result Iv The^ Mussalraans jinTortunatel^ stalled stuffing "Tn the Urdu language, 
^ Aj^ic ai d PetsianJ^words Vilvch-\.i‘ ^ )hiM\ i.iim md m many cases 

^%ja^^ndoiibtedly spoilt ‘ ‘I IJon’i le Sir flej Bahadur 

^apiu and I speak Urdu but ihe V 'ni ' h Li' h i.i i»^*h 1 n\, apme Urdu papers 
’ 1-^-1 pither by P'mi > i in* uo i» ul » -deliberate - attempt 

. « , -oommm>i^^ h) < i *a' » \ i 'h im difference existed 

like jinuitt with a pogSfSSmn" of over 350 millions,' 'we can even find 
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Both Hindus >aud Muslims 
the rgcQjss^jction^Qf a better India" However 
"roftd TO jaKatfom^v A^n'y other road^ will lead India 
^ and p^erpetbal Subjection . ^ - ^ 

Y ufToo, even taking for granted the pessimistiCNViow^^ 

otthe^ , between *^Muslim and^ihdu' cultures there canibc"^ 

no other means of a better future for India of wishful thinking 'will^ 

.’^''rfnrm Mi I'lc 0 *“ the total disappearance of^ millions' of Muslims or^Hindim ^ 
ii ' u o . k\ t , rnr 0 ^ for worse ^till death do us part”— that is our 

(!' > \ 1 0 ,i| ‘ i'Tt j y\ sane and graceful thing is to arm e 

^ 11 '* 'iip - I I 01 , 1 ') iwip compromise at any rate till the duration of the War A ^ 
compromise always indicates mutual geherosities, a whole series of give-^and take, 
concessions -^anfl sacrifices" -Thp peace and concord that a compromi^e'dike that 
begets 19 a' Bufhciehtr^ rewaiX'‘ " >'• t ^ ^nd I conjure you earnestly, all 

young men, both Hiudus and^ - this hard, sane and incontro- * 

vertible fact when^^TOu ent r a larger , sphere of hie You must try to promote 
mutual nnderBbnmngV^nutual-lti^'^vk mutual love and to remember your mutual 
obligations Otherwise the exatnple of ’fiurope to-day is “hefore vou What lacial ^ 
arrogance and" racial intolerance '‘can do is being vividly enacted before your eyes 
Do not take ujr,a defeatist attitude With a broad minded approach our domesuc 
, differences can^^e and must be solved The determination to solve it has 


to be 
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found rnd onco it is found, it will restore the cli-iptcr of fncndlmcss co'dnlilv nuil 
even nffi-ction iiclween the l^o communmes which mitortutnrclv In'- 1< " t tl • id 
in recent vOnrs Jtcmcraiier, tune is n i^rcil fni'tor in dcotrojm^ the 'Iu''ilt'nr' in 
Powers, and n united India will woih ihtf double juirncle of hrinumu nnnut ihftr 
doirnfnll and bruiguis India closer to the goal of pohiicnl and Cvononiic fre dom 


The Punjab University^ Cpjf.'oc'tllon 

Mr Johnu'^CfWt^ Add'"^'-'- 
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lihc followmi^ is the text of tbo ^onvo''ntsotv^flpV*-- <i 
^nrf^ent^ h^q , , M A , I2d«C'\lionfll C"'' %vith \ 

Convocation of the Uiuvcr^itj of * Dtcr^^nl’ 

First of flll I should hkc » ^ ' V-'*” sppreemUon of (he 'lien oir 

trhich the Authorities of the Pnnjsb bimctbu^ u*v l, clone me lu iriMUtv n ♦' n 
deliver the Coinoention Address to dnv Ju more vvivs ltd 

honour nod my gratttndo is correspondingly e r 

of those stnmge nod perhaps unnatural i ct no i he ^ nmd 

of their oirn voices and aUhoimh the fij^ijvVaMO/iiar^^ tPhvi j nf u 0^^^' ''ui 

Addrc'^s IS not a mutter lobe uudeilakrnln u c ^*v t* an 

undoubted pnvile;^e to be pien the ^opporiunu> not onb Um 

members of u ^;rcat nnucrsib but also W vo in^ i** i and 

women v\ho may before l0n|: be tnlbKU*"^' ^ ihu 

dcsUtucs of then counlrv me In^ttn to f\\> bowc pi i 
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human nature So 
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and the fools In any case we have tad over twenty years to repair tlieir mistakes 
if we liad wanted to do so and m^spite of that our civilisation is again plunged 
in a catastrophe which will shake it to its foundations How are we to account for 
such an exposure of human futility ? These matters have already been the subjects 
of explorations as exhaustive as the explanations have been diverse But it seems 
io me that they can all be boiled down to one or other of two main alternati\e 9 , 
either the last war and the peace which followed it failed to prepare the way for 
things that are essentially and permanently desirable or the things that appeared 
desirable to the last generation have ceased to attract the present one ? Isext tune 
must we try to improve our methods or must we change our objectives In other 
words is there anywhere we can look for principles that are always true, or are 
mord and intelig'ctual Talues liable to fluctuations like the money market ? 
Speaking for myself alone I have no doubt that there are eternal verities if only 
we can find them The war of ideas, as I read semewhere the other day, is not 
a mere episode in hostilities hostilities are an episode in the war of ideas 
Although we may be forced to admit that the last war failed not merely to^^clear 
the grounSr for the^illennium but even to indicate the general lines upon which 
a^y better svstem of human '"^dciety could be planned, it does not necessarily follow 
that it is going to be the same again this time 

For It appears to^ me that there is at any rate one curious and perhaps 
significant uay in which the last war differs from the present one and I cannot 
make up my mind wuether it Implies that we may be struggling at tremendous 
cost towards a lew world order or whether it merely marks one more stage in the 
collapse- of on« civilisation The difference, as I see it, is this It seemed to a 
great many of who fought on the Allied gide in the last war that they were 

fighting to save the world "from _the sorb of aggressive bullying and contempt for 
good faith that was implicit in gospel of the mailed fist, as shaken by ^iser 
Wilhelm the Second, ^ and exemplified m the overrun mg of Belgium* Ko doubt 
thexe were an equal of honest Germans who saw the war as a struggle to 

save their country from the reality and not the bogey of encirclement But there 
were also a lot of people, and quite honest people on both sides, who viewed the 
-whole affair in an entirely different wry. Itjippeared to*ibera to be a squalid fight 
for interests or for Imperialism for international finance, humble soldiers 

were at times given some excuse for wondering whether their commanders were 
not more anxious to get the of one ''not! er than the common enemy It 

was in fact unden able tha^ i all the btlligerent countries there were considerable 
minorities it a’ ''atisfied as to the \alidity of the cause for which they were 
being called upon to fight The peace mfire^y accentuated these' differences, of 
opinion \ 

I^ow if there hid been any widespread confidence in the ultimate power of 
human reason to '"'-nme emotion and prejudice, it might have been expected 

that the so-callod i I'^ilibed nations would after much tribulation have found a way 
out of difficulties Some of us, foolishly perhaps, were optimistic enough up 
t’^o or three years ago to belm^e that this would-bapen and there was a brief 
leriod when it looked ub if our hopes would be realised * TJnfortunateli, however, 
th'^rc was abru.i'^ ^ poison or leaven if you like so to regard it, which has 
appeared at other ^ppochs of national misery and humiliation to inspire men with 
Vcorfr pint their own rational processes ^and a much greater contempt for 
th5r-''~ci ^^^-h^^r-^people 'Ihe surrender to an Ihontarianismvi^ which was the inevitable 
result, abufi shed any possibility of the peaceful triumph of reason andjiy disttJrting 
the" ailple of the approach, gave a new aspect t' ihe old issues Ihc subject of 
^the ari^ument has now become less important than the method by^hich it is to 

he setped "v ^ ^ ^ t * . 

' c ConsequentU lo-doy the position is cunonsly different from what it was in 
T)ie amoiinr of con\iiiced opinion on both sides is staggering From 
one point or viejv it is almost disconcerting Ihere is a degree of iinamrady among 
my own peojde^ vdiich mnkes one almost a when one looks hack through 

our history, wTicther in some ^wa> or oth^ord thave not abandoned that very 
freedom of thought of which wC claim to bM^^irotagonists It seems almost 
incredible, human ^nature. J)eiDg what it is rfe^^^_many millions of people from 
all classes of E''*ciety should have' come of their own volition to an identical 
conclusion and be prepaied to sacrifice their all for it The only opposition comes 
from voices that seem to be crying in the wilderness, from pathetia protestors 
against the frailty of a moral splendour unattainable by ordinary men, perhaps 
'Only aitamable by the eamt who is also -philosopher^ Are we right in assuming 
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from this tmammitT tbnt nt lonfi; M tlic ntc rlfinHcfi tlrl Ibe Wtle 

h*i8 been joined between the forces of lij;bt nnd dnrknc*^*' * tre 

desperate battle difTet from Us predecessors in bcnif. not one btlwccn ^nin 
each other^ft possessions but between men wbo mcw tbc whole mm and objcxt of 
life from entirely different angles ? If no may tsbc U tint ibo«c who nrr on onr 
side an? fighting for anolbct ideal, this contains at least the seed tu hoi c, for it 
means that we arc at last face to face with the question as to wlnl arc Uic 
tml \ftluc8 ^ , , 

Of all these Values the one most clearly in di^^pntc tl e conception of 

freedom What is commonly meant by freedom We ha\c to face the faa ihnt 

n b% no means negligible of the human race iia\c conic lorcuird u*s\t 

'freedom which wchaie long held to be the goat of J'umnn J/ ns no more 
ithan a mirage, in fact much less valuable than that, for n muape at lea«t prenuUa 
the image of something which is accepted as desirable la /nedom" only nnolher 
word for nnnrchy^or clncnnery or the interest of those who arc pour'‘fnl by 
Moicnee or cunning rather than reason or merit ^ ^omc of yo i will^no docht 
familiar with the argument put forward by ^hrwmach!^ at the ucKihuing of 
Platons Bepnbhc wlien being ashed to guc bis denTution of e m mnintain^d 
that It was the mterest of tlic fitrongcr Whm I uas n aoung man I n*^cd «omc 
limcR to Hunk that Tlirasamacbus bad mrdc out rather a poo<l oa^c J ’‘iw 
many foolish and feeble persons in po^itious of authoruv that I ibmrbl that if 
the strong man were to be gnen ins wa\, cicrjonc would he tbc better for U 
I wondered why men sbonld want to be free if freedom onh led to licence anti 
whether the desire for freedom, where it existed, were no more an n|n cute or 
n sentiment llic fact that men hnd died for it and were * rcadv to dm for 
It seemed to he neither here nor there Men hue died fQ** all sort^ of straivc 
muse 1 fclt^ it ought only to he yudgvil^n idnUon to its prncUtal valne na a 
means of csthhlishing a form of society in whkh hunmii hums could luc 
most happily nnd find their fulfilment both r« ladiwd lals and ns men hers 
-of a community 

It would l>e easy to enter into nn nlmo^^t-ciudcts di^qai^dion on the nature 
of freedom b\}i for m> purjxjsc 'ItTdny I shaB^l)g with tbc ^tr^ 
dcfinUion that it is the right of each ofo €• 'ad do and U nk uh'^t we lile 
proNidcd Umt in so doing we do not infnuj^e to rj^ht of olhcr‘^*io do he came 
thing Ihcrc is a Umptalioii now n*day? to confute freedom with indetfndune 
It 18 one thing to aviah to he free ns I haic defined fhc word ^freedom , n is quite 
nnolber to claim liberta of action witbont regard to U c existence of e'l rrs After 
the experience of the Inst thirty years I cannot believe that a^hui tins 
the conscience of the world is going to allow nations to be indc| endci ^ s more, 
if such independence means the right to refuse to co oj crate in tbc maintenance 
of world peace s 

If, however, you arc ready to accept nn plea that a rca*=onabIc frmloni is n 
Hung which nil sensible metr' should desire and that hcaond all shade ^f doubt 
jt IS the condilion precedent to the members of any human deicb tn 

Uicir manhood to its higlicst jotciHial, what the best* practical waj, of *^f^uiiu 
find mnmtaining u ? \on wiH pcrhai^s Inrdh be surprised if I h\ n 

eoundl,, conceived and cfiiucntly ' c^cfrT;j (^public cdticaurn ^ 3n 
very recent times we have hnd qin* Is of the ]orcf ofcdtcnlion 

(o mould the outlook of -a whole , ten or fifteen ^hc 

voung pco]dc of Italv r 1 Germany have been convinrcd bv cd '^atioiTal proja- 
panda that in the doclnncs of Fascism nnd Nsnfm ns ext^aunded by thf*r K*^d€r8 
18 to be found the way of world sal'^attou No doubt tic same 1 “ ^ri r of aoung 
lUissm nnd CommiiniBm but I have no f r^^.diand 1 of ibis'' as 1 

have of the oilers And I say ^‘convnrccP I do not 

behove, ns some xv^^^ert that they have all -bctn (ocr<cd fnr of t) e con- 
centmUon camp or lured by flag watrning ntid similnr rn < jpijal enticement^ to 
profess a faith that is repugnant - to their o 4 e rc-'cf c,i 

may be when their eyes arc opened to ibe -! ouU jtnc of c»^nnuon, I 

think we must take it *lha^ a " c^icntirtial1v''*trc‘' gned Kr«*cm pri>< i ''pf/ict 
instrncuon has made most of them genumclv hohr-^:^ the ^nncipK wli ih ihcir 
lead era wanted them to accept After all the d proci^erc; <!j?i net from 

the MiaMour of Uic great ma^a of ''men and women ere comt a^^atuc^v f^mnV d 
li IS only fair to realise that Facemm and and po-nlda I’omr u i sm also 

in Its somewhat diFcrcnt way, have oJerca to a goncralum which Ivd k*'" its faiUi 
m conlcrapornry civilisakoa no* merely an lutdbtrible thcorv but aUo a praetiul 
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way of life based on a ^ide if superficial appreciation of human psydioloo-v Thp 
reformer, and above all the idealist would do well to lemember what a stranae and 
falhjile instrument the mind of man is, how it is swajed almost incalculably bv de- 
sires and emotions and physical uigcs, those “many and savao;e masters”, as Plato calls 
them It 18 well, thpefore, to be suspicious of over-simple explanations of human 
behaviour I remember listening neaily ten >ears ago to a Fascist orator and 
thinking what an attractive*> mess of pottage he was oPering to the oidinary man 
in the first place there was an appeal to that sentiment, strong in many of us 
which 18 called patriotism by those who admire it and nationalism or imperialism 
by those who do not - Ihen there was a call to revolt against the uneven distri- 
butiou of wealth and opportunity in a world teeming with raw mateiials of 
comfort aqd piosperity for all To those who despise abstractions and want to be 
up and doing there weie ottered marching and drilling and dnllmg, flao* wavinnr 
and drum beating and all the apparatus of pomp and circumstance^ ''This I 
thought at the time is potent medicine particularly for those' who aie conscious 
of a grievance , against society and in the light of what totalitarian propaganda 
has mnce achieved I*.do not think I was wrong ^ ^ a 

It 18 possible, however, to -diagnose a disease correctly and then apply the 
wrong remedy. The totalitarian medicine it seems to me is one of those drugs 
which may give temporary relief to the sufierer but so far from arresting the 
progress of the malady accelerate the final collapse 

Eut if one form of Education has demonstrated its powei to lead a whole 
generation in the wiong direction, is it beyond the wit of man to evolve another 
form of educatio* hich will be.not less imfielling in the opposite diiectioii ? Can 
we not so ti * ^bojs and girls that they may become passionate lovers of 

that fieedora which I have tiied to describe ? I believe we can and I wilftry m 
the few minutes left to me to indicate in outline one or two of the things thatxkre 
essential in this or any^other country if there is to be a real education for freedom 
First of all we may learn a little fiom our' adversaries and attach more impor- 
tance than we have so far done to the question of physical fitness Children who 
are ill or even merely conscious of physical discomfort cannot benefit as they 
should from instruction Iiowever-^kill fully administered Moieovei, childish ailments 
neglected lead very often to permanent ill-health or unfitness and this distorts 
and embitters all but the very noblest characters I wonder how much human 
misery and how many world calamities Fave been due to the imperfect workino- 
of the human liver I commend^to those of you who aie looking for a subject for 
historical leseaich “The influence of indigestion on the social evolution of man” So I 
put Health first and the first plank in the platform of fieedom will be the piovision 
of,tlioL_ things that will help to make and keep children healthy— an eflicient school 
medicnk service, sufficient and pioper nourishment, hygienic school buildino-s a 
scientific system of physical -tiaining All these me attainable things ' 

Then after the health of the bod> has been cared for comes the health of the 
mind, ^ar mind works on body as body on mind If^tFe peoples of the woild are 
, to - brought closer together and made conscious of 'fcheir common humanity, they 
must be equipped to use and understand those means'" of communion and commu- 
nicalion which modern science has so lavisMj placed at our disposal and which 
we BO lamentably ihisuse Everyone therefore must be able to read, mark, learn and 
inwardly digest Digestion by the mind is not less important than digestion by 
the bod; 

Since all foods do not suit all people equally 
•OUT educational diet is sufficiently varied to suit 
in this country I cannot emphasise too strongly 
should be to fit the student and ^ not the student 
my second practicable objective 

But because God - has not made all men equal and no systsm of^raen’s 
devising can alter tins — Are we to suppose that God made men two legged and 
left it Aristotle to make them *VationaI, as the indignant theologian enquired 
some men and some wpmen are potentially tjap^ble of contributing more to the 
community than others ? And because no form of human society on any conside- 
rable scale which one can possibly ^conceive, can do without leadeis, it is wortH 
much^ trouble to see that if''” gets the right ones The training of 
leaders is indeed so important, not merely for the preservation of democra 6 .y 
as we know it but also for the evolution of a still higher foim of free association 
among men, that" it is difhcult to undeistand why we are so careless about it and 

"Tvhy our high& education is so haphazard Theie is a very true saying by Professor 
*> 


well, we must see to it that 
all tastes From my experience 
the truism that the cuiiiculum 
the curuculura ' Here m brief is 
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I have frst to express my ap”preciation and tlbants to His Exalted Highness 
and to the authonties of the University foi the honour they have done me in 
uniting me to deliver this Convocation Addiess It is^ also a very real pleasure 
to levisit a University whose acquaintance I made foi tlie first time only a few 
months ago, and to enjoy a further opportunity of watching the progress of a 
unique experiment I have seen what the encouiagement of an enlightened -and 
far-seeing ruling House, the vision of a Minister, and the genius of an architect 
have in felicitous combination, already achieved I have seen the plans and models 
^f your future deielopmeiit and the immense scale on which these have'heen 
conceived I have houever observed no attempt to produce e\ery thing at once, 
but lather an ordered and regular progression, which makes sure of one position 
before it advances to another When foundations are thus strongly laid, the 
success of the superstiucture must bc^ssured 

Ihese things would not hav^ been possible without the co opeiation of a 
band of devoted men, teachers and others, inspired by a determination to transmute 
dreams into leality , nor is the work already accomplished to be measured by the 
years of the Un versitj’s life I am told of remarkable results" achieved in the 
sphere of physics and "hlatbeniatics , and I have mjself seen something of the 
no\el researches and experiments in zoology which have attracted the attention 
of scientists m faiT distant lands And if I refer to these two departments onl>, 
it IS not^because I am unaware of the work done in others also 

Observing thus all that has been and is being done and admmng your 
spacious Bite, ^our stately buildings, and the equipment so laMshly provided, I 
have been led , ponder, as others have often pondeied before, upon the true 
purpose of Uni -.^ 7 , upon the conditions in, which it may flourish, and upon 
the obstacles wmch may sometimes hinder^its free development -and usefulness 
It IS, I think, very important that we should have a clear idea in oui minds 
wl^-we establish Unnetsities at all, and ivhnt results- we expect to get from them ^ 
It haf been sometimes said that Universities" weie established in India -solely 
for ensuring a supply of persons capable of assisting- in the da^ -to-day 
administration of goveroipent I have read Convocation Addresses 
delivered in the early in ,, India, and-^I ^ am 

^quite £jure that that was not the onl^^ motive which inspired those who 
established then , but, whether it was or~ not, Indiaii Universities have had now 
for several generations the opportunity of selectingHTar themselves the lines upon 
which they shall develop It must always be^a delicate matter for a €lrangei to 
expr^s opinions upon the inBtitntion|Lcff w country ^lot his own,^ and I do not, I 
hope, need to assiiie ^ou that anything which I may say on this subject is not by 
way ot criticism, but rather folr^the^ipurpose of provoking thought and discussion , 
peihaps indeed 1 should have hesitated to say anything at all, if a gentleman who 
IS esteemed throughout IndiS^'^ty- ^ss for his personal qualities than for his 
services to the cause of education had nothin n x^cnt address spoken on the same 
subject, an;’ with a freedom which, however mbch I may'admire it, I feel that it 
wo lid scarcely be fitting for me to imitate ' 

Why-then do we establish Universitiestand what do we expect them to do ? 

A University is'of^^fourse, first av-d foremost, a ^ place of learning, a place where 
some learn and others teach, but a only taught but 

learn to leach themselves , where men not only leach, but by extending the bounds 
of their own knowledge extend the bounds of knowledge generally And we seek 
to extend the bounds of knowledge becyiuse we are u ged on Iiy an inborn and 
impeiions desire.from which we can nevA escape^^^hich will never allow us to 
rest so long as^there remains one more hypothesis to be verified or disproved But 
experience has shown that the^ardciit 'pursuit of knowledge, whether we are making 
ourselies acquainted with, what men ha^s-- already leained*^ in the past or are 
prosecuting our lesearclies intou territory still unknown, itself strengthens and 
enlarges ath-oiir intellectual faculties, so tliat young men who have submitted to 
this form of mental discipline find themselves with^ the capacity to^ integrate the 
knowledge so slowlv gnd painfully 4 icquired, ^ tq^ apprehend the principles which 
undhilie a mass x)f "iacts of thus to reach out into still further aha 
wider fields I reniembei vividly the days of my eaily study of the law nnd the 
efib^t which was needed for the full intellectual grasp of a legal piinciple , but I 
reihembei also how that princ'»i)Ie, when- grasped, lit up at once the coaeless 
m>nad of precedent”, ^0 that eveiy things ananged itself into an oraered and 
-'latiohal sjetem I have road somewhere a letter from a man who had been listen- 
"'^ingAo the afgurSent of one of the gieatest lawyers of the 19tu century, in which 
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'fiiBion of and it is difficult to say -wliicli of them predominates. 

There is of course the logical or'reasoning element, there is the intellectual element 
and I would not omit something of the emotional tooi*^ Ddo not say that "the 
emotional eleaicnt ought any part in the sphere "'pure learning, unless 


sense of proportion and balanced jiidgmentfi:- 
in mind r^ «'• ^ \^\ic\\ regards thT ^ 

as though they *weie' i 'm .. u* iT v'i \\ \ iviul-na I am thinkn® ^ 







indeed one should classifgane^ '' * ot it , for imagination mnst^ " 

alnays^plav a Urge part ui ^ ^ search^ in the erection oU- 

proMsional hypotheses, in the search for Ibe*" underlying, .t^and unifying principle -T 
which, if onpJ^^ao^ 5 p♦^'i(|pl ^gljAmoso much of what has "hitherto seemed obscured 
or inexplicaUle^i>?r?%he^^ 

I by no means have 

affairs of mankind as though they weie'i 'm » u" \]vl \\ \ iviulpm I am thinknit 
rather of tUat' sense of pioportion and balanced ]udgment uhich is so necessafy'^ia 
the practical^ ^ especially in those^ men on whom resU’^dv 

burden^ and r leading their fellow men It. Jhas^s-fen. 

well said that to ]udgc wiScfy'^iyc^ust ^ know how tilings appear-to the- 
and it IS impossible to guide oi^itfluence men without' knowing soraethnigj 
^Sftjg^nnatUieundNMtbout having some knowledge of, and sjmpathy/'^^M^j 

should I ever think of denying to emoii<j_ 
BentTmea^^»^ great often proiide the sMl 

action M - d ^ to engender , and therefore ii 

sense of proportion is, as i "hot peifect, if he lca^es jpmopoh out of 

acc 5 unt|||j^^t^igh it may furnish spiings of action, no great po^u^"* problems 
have c\er^W^||fc?olved liy emotion atone Thev can only be so)?^‘e^hy hard and. 
persistent lutelleSual. effort , but that eftoit, if it is to be fruitful, f|^ires not 
the disciplined ra^nd, bi^^j|o.^hove all things -t that sense of proportion ^ d£ " 

AYhet®r cation in India at the present day falls' short of what^ 

Diiiversity educatioirOT^tr 'to" be, and Whether "the ^^.Universities are^Ullinj; 
successfully the place which, as it seems to nib '''G|fc^h:iStie^' ought to fillnn 
joational life is not for a stranger like myself I have had for ^dSne 

timli uast thu hoaoiir q£. being associated with one ^rudran llniversity ^and I have 
MSitCCT^iarty othcr^^, and perhaps I YUUmit-'nffMn fi be permitted to make one^ 
two obserialiOns ’ A " * r i 

X hopej_ ^ any^ 

t has ^ ‘ *“ 

University "sf IP uw wiaodB' aitt 

mind is needed ui those avho non Id benefit^ 

UiiTscr'^'"'^ y^»’dents who would almosC 
edtoa^,:, -d^amongthe 


1 1 VU VV/ <4W«7 

;s "to-™-. 



neral, character 
"on ^ 


and 
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that of the school than that of the I5rinersity„54^=»f^44e™ic atmosphere is difficult 
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-express a doubt ir'->ether It'*!#- fo Tilfesecured by a multitude of lectures , and I 
confess that I rotfld rothef See young nlen taught todeach themselves than 
graving iDstiuction Impartedlo ‘hem in the IT iss. •A^lecture is nO', substitute for 
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which more than anywhere else, as an English Prime Minister of the last century 
once said, histoiy ought to be studied No two persons will take the same vie\v 
of hisfcoiical events and therefore the purely objective history has yet to be written, 
nor perhaps if it were would it be readable , but let the student at least avoid 
those writers who distort history in the interests of particular doctrines or theories 
History, like other branches of learning, should be the handmaid of truth , and 
of all the abominations of a dictatorship none is worse than the prostitution of 
history in older to corrupt or poison the minds of the joung 

History is concerned with the past, and I have aheady spoken of the future , 
what of the present ? Gan it be said that the Universities are at thisanoraent 
placing their full part in the formation of public opinion on all the complex 
pioblems with which India is now faced ? When I think of the zmmense'^infinence 
which Universities have exercised in other countries at times of national crisis, 
m stimulating research, in' forming and guiding public opinion, I cannot but 
regret that the chief contribution of Indian Universities towards a solution of the 
present difficulties is too often to be found m sporadic and irrational action by 
some of their more junior members 

The Indian student of political science and political institutions has indeed 
at this moment one of the richest fields in which to labour that coitld possibly be 
conceived Let me pause for a moment to sketch for you some of the constitutional 
problems which , ^eem to me to present themselves to him I will endeavour to 
make this presentjjtion as objective as possible, and you will not, I hope, harbour 
any suspicion tbatl'am going to suggest solutions for any of them But if there 
16 one way^ in which a difficult problem will never be sohed, it is by denying 
that it exists , and the first essential task is to face facts and to see exactly what 
the problems are which are calling for a solution 

Premising that any new constitution, if it is to have a chance of life, must 
be generally and on the whole acceptable to the people who are going to live 
under it, our imaginary student would, I suppose, begin with the assumption that 
his future government must be oresponsive in some way to public opinion, and 
at the same time be -strong enough to the peace at home ana to defend itself 
against foreign aggression He^ wilt that this has been secured m my own 
countiy by a system known B^j^jvrliameiftary government, in which after many 
struggles executive and legi'slatfi^ havo'^-come to recognize their respective spheres 
and by not trespassing outside them have solved the very difficult problem of 
combining a strong and efficient executive with a strong and efficient legislature 
He will think perhaps that because different conditions exist m India that system 
with all iJlB merits may not necessarily be effective there , and certainly I have 
seen it criticised and repudiated ^by persons who are entitled to speak for 
substantial bodies of Indian opinion, though it is not for me to say whether 
those criticisms are right or wrong But clearly if the system is not generally 
acce^able (and by “generally acceptable” I mean wbat I say, not merely accept- 
able to a majority ascertained by covfiiting heads), then’^it may become necessary 
to seek an alternative, and our student oLpolitical science could spend his time 
in no better wa^ th ix by seeking to discover a satisfactory solution to a problem 
which has hitherto political thinkers* That problem, assuming that an 

alternative soliuicii has to be sought, is to secure an executive responsive to 
public opinion not necessarily responsible to a party nrajonty in a legislature, 
in the Bence *'bat it can Lu ^^ected from office by that majority at ary moment 
Peihaps this a '*omplete re-examination of v hat the relations between 

government arl toe“" 5 ’*ature so suuated ought to be , and one very impoitant 
question in this iri’l on the Toting of the budget Another aspect 

of the problem to ^hich our studeu^ uiigh*' iiSiUully devote some atteniion is the 
method by wh»oh the executive is selected and the possibility of what may 

be called toiatutory coalition govern^jents 

Perhaps our '^unagmary student po^’t^'a! Bfience may at this point despair 
of leaching a solution at all on the line^ wt^'^n I have mentioned, and^he may 
then thru his researches in anothei direction it may have occurred to him, as 
I am told it has occurred to some olitical thinkers in India, that a solution 
,migbtw be" found which, while preserving Ine unity of Indi?, envisaged a le- 
arraiUrement, perharps a re-grouping, of " governments and areas In that event, 
n whole series of entiiejy Jiew:. political nioblems would require o . be examined on 
their own merits, whatever those may he I express no opmion on any of these 
matters , I only say ^hat the student ot pohUcal science ought to be ''able to study 
them all with an impaitial and and unbiassed mind, '' , - 
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Then n third pronp of most imporinnt problems presents itself tho'** 
connected with the Indian States S^andini; as I do on the «od of the ^rc-xtr^t 
of all the Indian States. 1 will do no more than refer to tins fuh/vt . bn onr 
Gtudent \ull find here a number of problems which will require fo^ thur ^oUnien 
biB highest gifts of lutclhgenee, sympathy and imaginatio i 

Lasll>. our student, if (whuh Gol forbid) In fails to di^'Coxcr a <iolntio i in 
any of thc^c directions, may ha\o to bring himself fate to fa e with a pi *^ibiht^ 
from which I am sure he will ln\c done best to axert his c\i.s, that to cu, 
the danger of -open conlhct I xrould not dare to mention buch a couingLnc\ if 
men whose opinions carry weight had not apoken, I had almost said lighthear’enlK, 
of civil war I haxo heard mention of a non-violont end war , but 1 m^^ If 

whether that dire calamity can ever in the nature of things bo non-Molcnt Can 
fraternal strife avoid being the bitterest and the mobt irreconcilable of all strife, 
}iist because it is strife between brothers 7 Our etudent will Tometnber the history 
of India during the eighteenth century and the FufTcnng and xnnery of dmt 
dreadful period Ho will haxc before Ins eves the history of China, tint gall ml 
and undefeated country, during the last thirty years He will see how nn induwtn 
ous and peace loving people, united and ardenth dc^^iring union, have ‘•inrc their 
revolution suffered from an almost perpetual cud war from famine and pr*'»dcno 
and from foreign aggression because when framing their new constitution they 
forgot the Mtal necessity for securing first of all a strong and powerful central 
government, and if they have such a government now U i^^ronly becau'^o u has 
been forced upon them, in self-defence against invasion, ^ marauding and 
unscrupulouB neighbour 

You will agree, I think, that our student wdl find his time Inlly occupied 
when he considers all these things , but is it chimerical to believe that the 
intellectual forces of Indian Universities might, by a concerted and lonc'^ntratoil 
effort, free from passion or bias, not only enlighten and inform public opinion upon 
them but suggest the true direction in which lhc=:Q many difiicult problems nn\ 
be solved ? 'iiiey wdl in that event earn the grUitudc of thur couutrvmcii and, 
I dare to add, of the whole civilwcd woiUL * * 

If what I have just been saying may seem to some Irrelevant lo the main 
theme of this Address, I can only assure thim tint I am not ».on«tious that it is 
so It IB because, being associated with an Indian. University mvself I am anxious 
to see the UnucrBitica taking a more useful and prominent "part*in Indian public 
life that I have been led to suggest dircctionfi in which their activities would find 
ample scope I am wot advocating that they should plunge into part\ ivoluics 
far from it , but rather that they should give an impulse to politic d tboujd b-ced 
upon historical knowledge, instructed sympathy, and that sense of P''^,^oition' wbuh 
I hnvo ventured to Single out as the most valuable gift which a Univcr*=itv tan 
confer upon its children It should be the aim of n Univcrsitv todraln ml 
xoungcr students that they may become men worthy lo undcrlakc ^ucU ^ 

As I grow old, I find my heart going more and more lowa-dc the oi n- 
perhaps because they recall so miKli of ^ own cnrlv self its follies asVrir.c 
Ub nmbitiouB Iho joung racrit the heU ^^c enn gne '...m but 1 nm not ".-re 
whether nt the present dny they -xre receiving it I wo- ' - infmi'eh prefer to ree l 
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citadels of thought nre not the work of men’s hands and that no assaults by a 
savage and relentless enemy are able to destroy them, until the human mind is 
itself destroyed Those citadels are to be found in this University and in all 
Universities in India and elsewhere , and where Universities have been destroved 
by a brutal conqueror, there still remains the citadel of man’s unconquerable mind 
The destruction or suppression of so many of the great Universities of Europe will 
surely inspire the Universities of India ivith a new determination to preserve and 
maintain that freedom of thought for which a University above all stands, and 
winch IB mankind’s only hope for the future 

I pary that the Osmania University, with the ideals which It has set before 
it and with its great resources, with the enterprise of youth joined to the wisdom * 
of an ancient culture, may come true all the dreams of those^ who founded 
it , and that its learning and magnificence may inspire the reverence and wonder 
of generations still to come in as ample measure as we today revere hud wonder 
at the craftsmanship and beauty of Ellora and Ajanta, those twin glories of this 
State And so, with all my thanks, I bid you farewell. 
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